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BAI. 

Abolitionists. Author not one 65 ; Marcy 
proposed to abolish the 274 ; Jefferson one of 
the first and firmest 376; Young on 281. 

Adams, John CIuinct. Young a means of 
his election as president 57, 58; on Mexico 
61 ; Albany Argus speaks for 76 ; and again 
83; 97; lOl; vindicates Jackson's Florida 
inroad 107 ; on navigation of St. Lawrence 
111 ; Kendall on 118; for relief to exiles 131 ; 
bank votes 134; bank enquiry baulked by 
Polk 135 ; on the bloodhound 146 ; Campbell 
agt 193; Croswell's artful plan agt 195; didn't 
resign 198; Wright on 203; Sanford for 204: 
election lost by 206 ; Swartwout's unprincipled 
pp. to 209; v. B. and 214; to Dutee J. 
earce 253 ; [his father on Canada 282.] 

Adopted Citizens. See Foreigners. 

Albany Argus. [See Edwin Croswell.] 
I^ot in state library, when for U. S. bank 
76; views, 1828, 128; V. B. on 190; on both 
sides 195. 

Albany Regency, or Bucktail Head-quar- 
ters. 51 Feds, join them 29; 168; Noah on 
314. 

Allen, Orlando. Bufifalo bank and 91. 

Allen, Stephen. Sub-treasurer 139: de- 
nounces the banks, he had made 174 ; to Hem 
fbr Tammany Bank 241 ; for U. S. bank, ib. 

Allen, Wm. Senate. Non-colonial 280 ; for 
V. B.295. 

Alley, Saul, 112; on tyranny of bank mono- 
poly [a new discovery !] 174 ;* wants Thomp- 
son removed 214 ; how made a bank director 
242. 

Anderson, Elbert J. A delegate for U. S. 
bank 249. 

Angel, W. H. [or C] HI ; 126; 133 ; 231 ; 
hammers Root 234. 

Anti-Masonry. [See Southwick.] V.Buren 
on 204 and 229; Throop for 207; Adams for 
S53. 

Anti-Renlers, 14; a godsend for the Van 
Burens, [as in 1812] 148; 150. 

Apology for this book. 5 to la 

Appraisers of Merchandize. Swartwouts 
exhibit of the N. Y. sworn 223. 

Arbuthnot, Capt. executed by Jackson 106. 

Arnold, R. J. On gold mine, nullification, 
dtc., 227, 243. 

Austin, S. Y. unfortunate as a bank debt 
coU'r. 94. 

Baird, John. Butler and 153, 158, borrows 
from 158. 



BAR. 

Baker, Caleb. 158; Butler's reinforcement 
by 160. 

Baltimore Convention, 1844. 291 to 298. 

Bamber, John and James. Marcy's con- 
duct to 67. 

Bancroft, George. Was anti-slavery 295 ; 
on Convention, ib. 

Bank of Alabama, Deposites at Mobile 124. 

Bank of America, N. Y. Origin of 20 to 
28 ; deposites in 124. 

Bank of England. Its loans 1835 to '37— 
137 ; Peel on its new charter 140. 

Bank of State of N. Y. 116 ; a national pet 
124; a state pet 139. 

Bank Restriction Act. On repealing it 138 ; ^. 
Marcy and Flagg agt. 175, 176, 177. \ 

Bank Stock Tax. Nevins agt. 188. 

Bank Suspensions, 1814, 1837, 1839. Gris- 
woldon 124; Binney on 135; in '37—136-7; 
Washington and Warren, and Barker's Ex- 
change 154 to 162. 

Banknipt Law. Van Buren's profligacy 
caused the necessity of 78 ; bsmk movements 
137 ; Butler, Edmonds, &c on 267. 

Banks. Tompkins on 27; Bailey on 28; 
Pennsylvania 36 ; a bank hard pressed 39 to 
44 ; N. Y. 1828-S4 to 86; Clinton, &c. on 86, 
87; affect public justice 86; in Buffalo 90, 
91; Jackson on 92; Cambreleng and 101; 
Young about 128 to 130 ; assignats preferred 
to 138; Hard on 138; Peel on 140; Olcott on 
pretended 157; hints to empty handed, by 
Butler 154 to 160 ; Fla^«^ and Marcy on 175 ; 
Nevins on 188-9; Cambreleng & Tibbetts on 
232-3; bankrupt 267. 

[See also. Banks, of America, Auburn, State 
of N. Y., Bufifalo, Chenango, Chemical, Cin- 
cinnati, Dry Dock, England, Exchange, Ful- 
ton, Girard, Hudson, Long Island, Lyons, Me- 
chanics & Farmers', Manhattan, Merchants', 
Morris Canal, Metropolis, New Hope, N. A. 
Trust, Plattsburgh, Tonawanda, Tradesmen's, 
Utica, Watervliet, Washington and Warren ; 
Bk. restriction ; Bk. Suspensions ; Free Bank- 
ing ; N. Y. Safety Fund banks ; Pet or depo- 
site do. ; Sub Treasury, and Stockjobbers.] 

Barbour, Philip P. In Crawford Caucus 
55 and 195: 101. 

Barker, George P. City Bank, Bufifalo and 
90 91; 132. 

Barker, G. R. cashier. Letter to Butler 161. 

Barker, Jacob. Sets up Butler as a * wild 
cat bank' president at Sandy Hill, 38 ; entraps the 
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public 39, 40; puffs his Washington and War- 
ren concern 4% 43; wants a national bank 
44; Buffalo Bank and 154; Butler's manage- 
m't of his W. and W. bank 152 to 162; on the 
W. & W. B. 159; pays off Buacr 1(53, would 
hire him again 1G5 ; to be tried for fraud 169 ; 
letters 192, 220. 

Beach Moses Y. Polk's herald, through 
Sun 280; extraordinary change of his Texas 
policy 305 to 307. 

Beardsley, Levi. Vote on Buffalo City 
Bank 90; 111; 129. 

Beardsley, SamueU On bank deposites, and 
Polish exiles 131 ; Bank votes 134 ; nickname 
253; toHo}t— notice of 254. 

Beekman, Dr. John P. 164 ; on V. B. 293. 

Beers, Joseph D. 137; a proper deputy 261. 

Bennett, James Gordon. On Kendall 122 ; 
on Calhoun 1^ ; on state prison for defauhers 
141 ; 184 ; letters 231, 222 ; Marcy, Webb and 
235-6 ; on Van Buren, U. S. Bank and big 
gun 236-7; borrowing— hot for V. Buren— 
gets a cooler 245. 

Benton, Nath'l S. On banks, &c. 93. 

Benton, Thomas Hart. Votes for Steven- 
son 98; andfor V. B. 112. 

Berrien, John M. of Ga. Jackson and 109. 

Betting on Elections. V. Buren for, Wright 
against 305 ; Gouvemeur's 213 ; Hill's 239 ; 
Ritchie's 240; Uoyt and J. V. Buren's255; 
Webb's ib. ; Lawrence's 262. 

Belts, Judge Sam. R. Could not find a law 
to punish Hoyt. [He only stole $220,000 !] 
141 ; laws scarce nowadays, ib. ; notice ci' 190. 

Biddle, Nicholas. Van Buren and Marcy's 
petition to 79; who he was 115. 

Binney, Horace. Rejwrt on treasury banks 
133 : speech on Polk's pets 135 ; on currency 

Birchanl, Matthew, Solr. Treas. Fiat against 
merchants at Hoyt's request 271 ; 152. 

Blair, P. P. On foreigners 71 ; for banks 
88: on Congress 97 ; against Sub-treasury 134, 
139, 140 ; his style approved by V. B. — speci- 
mens 144 ; notice of 145 ; Pisk on, ib. ; on pub- 
lic expenditure 146 to 149 ; a hired machine of 
state 215; 92,022 paid for his press 233 ; lost 
theprinting242; onPolk292; for anybody 295. 

Bleecker, Hannanus. Anti-war fed. — gets 
office from V. B. 44. 

Blennerhassett, Harman. Burr's confeder- 
ate 62; his son 259. 

Bloodhounds. Inoported to track Indians 
ajid poor n^oes in Florida 146. 

Bockee, Judge Abraham, [Ex— N. Y. Cus- 
toms.] votes to let the pets keep U. S. trea- 
sure 134. 

Bogardus, Cornelius S. 10; 13, 14; 
265. 

Bouck, Joseph. Vote on deposits to pets 131. 

Boughton, Dr. Smith A. J. V. Buren gels 
$1250 for speaking at his two trials 148. 

Bowman, John, of Monroe Co. Moves ex- 
pulsion of Clinton from Canal Board 53 ; gets 
Rochester bank (party) charter, ib. ; one of the 
immortal 17, 57. 

Bowne, Walter. Voted to expel Clinton 



from Canal Board 53; against choice of Elec- 
tors by the citizens 57 ; 194 ; praises V. B. for 
his uprightness 102; 112; with Butler 169; 
185; V. B. on 216; 218; aided in starting 
Blair 233. 

Boyd, G. D., Columbus. Embezzles $51,000 
133. 

Brady, Judge T. S. On the Bamber case 67. 

Branch, John. An M. C. takes office 101 ; 
his conduct and opinion of V. Buren 109. 

Breese, Sidney, U. S. Senate. Law to pun- 
ish embezzlement no law at all I4l. 

Bribery and Corruption. Clinton on 30; 
87 ; Congressmen selected for offices 90 to 100 : 
124. 

Brinkerhoff, Jacob. On Canada 283; for 
Van Buren 295. 

Britain. Great, glorious, salutary and 
peaceful reforms in 46, 47. 

Brokers, Wall St. Butier abuses tliem 45 ; 
is sharper than 160. 

Brownson, Alvin [federal, mercht Oswego], 
Votes to drive Clinton from the canals 53; 
with the immortal 17, 57 ; a Butler democrat 
169. 

Bronson, Greene C. 207. 

Brown, William [Brown, Shipley & Co.l 
Bank loan to 137. 

Brownson, O. A. On trading politicians 
35 ; letter to Mackenzie 143. 

Buchanan, James. 98 ; 100; 123 ; colonial 
policy changed 280. 

Buckner, Wm. G. Hoyt, and the banks 
and 179. 

Bucktails. How named 50 ; Crawford cau- 
cus 57 ; Butler joins 163 ; no office if not one 
186; flag 198; 211. 

Buel, Judge Jesse. Sells Argus to V, Bu- 
ren, dec. 190. 

Buffalo, Bank of, 1816. Dishonest chaiter 
granted by Van Buren, &c., to 31 to 33 ; But- 
ler on 154; Hoyt for cashier 155. 

Buffalo, Bank of. 91. 

Buffalo, City Bank of. Some facts about 
90, 9L 

Buffalo Conmiercial Advertiser. On Mar- 
cy, &c. 125. 

Buffalo, Conmiercial Bank of. 94. 

Bunner, Rudolph. 200; 212. 

Buonaparte, iNapoleon. On national hospi- 
tality 67. 

Burke, Edmund. On popular movements, 
1 ; on currency and usury 149. 

Burr, Aaron. 21 ; the first to nominate 
Jackson 58; 259; his plans against Mexico 
and this Union 60 to 63 ; notice of 62. 

Burrows, Latham A. Skinner tries to in- 
fluence 197. 

Burrows, Silas E. Swartwout praises 222 : 
notice of 223 ; loan to Webb and Noah 235. 

Butler, Benjamin F. 5 ; Glentworth affair 
by 11 ; 16 ; Polk continues $^,000 a year to, 
Ritchie defends him — Butler's early life — ^piety 
of father and son — Washington & Warren 
bank charter passed 37, 38 ; Butler as its pres- 
ident 39 to 44 ; his h)rpocrisy ib. ; Wright enr 
dorses him 41 •, on Pdk., Vb.*, ^Cu&^&t^^T& ^aul 
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43 : he prays to Biddle for a branch of the U. 
S. bank 79 ; a strong U. S. bank man 84 to 86 ; 
wishes stockholders not to be liable 86 ; 128 ; 
borrows U. S. revenue from pets 135 ; tariff 
management 139. [Letters.] Pender and 
principle 152 ; 'stated preaching* 152; Clinton 
153; banking 153; law, banking, chancery, 
Van Buren 154 ; Hoyt and Bank of Buffalo 
155 ; banking immoral 156 ; avarice rebuked 
157; cunning and champagne — the Pairoon 
158 ; gulls the people 159 ; bullies bankers and 
brokers— crows 160; postscript to piety— fair 
and proper calls 161 ; exhorts Jesse 163 ; Julius 
Caesar, a bucktail 163 ; Y. Buren partnership 
— Sandy Hill, adieu! l64:-5; American Ers- 
kine, organized corps, envy 166-7; piet}', 
cheating in politics— Young's nomination 
168-9; dear Hoyt, John Duer 170-1 ; on Jack- 
son and banking 173: abuse of Clinton by 
163; 161; 164; 167; for a U. S. Bank— not 
now ! 171 ; Flagg on election of 173 ; Dist. 
Att'y Alb. 190 ; wrote BoMrne's report against 
popular elections 194 ; on Hoy t's sureties, ib. ; 
a candidate 306 ; ^1-3 ; cant and h3mocrisy, 
unequalled 354 ; on laws for debtor and credi- 
tor 367 ; at Baltimore 393 ; moves Texas ! re- 
solve 394 ; on hard cider 295. 

Butler, Benjamin F. Letters, number 1 to 
number 67 — 63 letters, in all; pages 151 to 
172. 

Butler, Charles. 154. 

Butler, Mrs. Harriet. On Mrs. Olcott 156 ; 
esteems Jesse Hoyt 168; on Croswell, Noah, 
Sutherland, Tallmadge 170 ; makes Edmonds 
a Belisarius — Hoyt, Butler, &c. 171. 

Butler, Medad, father of B.F. His piety, 
&c. 37. 

Butchers and Drovers' Bank, N. Y. Lost 
in 1838-93. 

Calhoun, John C. 47; his course on Texas 
and Slavery 64 to 66 ; vote against Stevenson 
98 ; 105 ; on Seminole war and Jackson 106 ; 
casting vote against V. B. 113 ; votes for V. B. 
as president 113, 383 ; on removal of deposits 
131 ; for one bank or a specie currency 140 ; 
afraid of losing the tariff 143 ; Blair and 144 ; 
Seldenonl74; 189; Godwin on 351; on bank- 
rupt laws 367: on slavery 375; on laborers 
381 ; on Canada 384 ; on lands 308. 

Cambreleno, C. C. In the Crawford Cau- 
cus 55 ; 100 ; notice of 101 ; visits Crawford 
108 ; votes aid to Poles 131 ; votes on deposits 
134; endorses for V. B. 184; on Clay, &c. 
300 ; for Coddlngton 307 ; wants a place 313 ; 
picks partisans for customs 319 ; letters 334 ; 
336; on railroad and turnpike 338; against 
McLane's Treas. report — on Webb 330; on 
bank and workies 331 ; for Tibbets's nlan 233 ; 
for a national bank 333 ; on Pewter Mug and 
private letters 334 ; an M. C. getting P. Ms. 
and b'k directors appointed 343 ; note by 363. 

Cambreleng, Stephen. Stilwell for 336. 

Campbell, James. 113 ; letter to Hoyt— dis- 
likes the merchts. 191— politics and elections 
193; on Clinton's death— Sanford 303 ; 319. 

Canada. A refuge for the slave 65 ; trade 
J/^/ Biownson on 144; 368; insurrections in 



383 to 389 ; opinions on, ib. ; causes for revolt 
285 to 288; Marcy on 393, 395. 

Cantine, Moses I. On banks 31 to 38 ; 139; 
dies 190 ; state bank director 307. 

Cargill, Abraham. Vote on M. and F. bank 
86; 306; 308. 

Carter, Nath'l H. Editor— V. B. stops his 
paper for economy 187. 

Gary, Trumbull. Safety Fund report by 89. 

Cass, Lewis. Memoir of 103 to 105 ; on a 
bank 104 ; on Indians, slaves, and Texas 105 ; 
before Baltimore convention 392, 393 ; on the 
Indians 396. 

Cauccs. V. Buren yes and no 44; Crawford 
congressional 55 and 195 ; Butler for 168 ; buck- 
tail 57 ; J. V. Buren's appointment by a 148 ; 
V. B. 190; stale 197. 

Cebra, Alderman John Yates. 330. 

CnANCERY, Court op. 13 ; [see Wm. T. 
M'Coun ;] a^ed to remove old Buffalo bank, 
a Nuisance 33 ; Kent refUses Butler's injunc- 
tions 43 ; use of in safety fund b'ks 94 ; Buder 
and 154 ; tried for a base purpose by Butler 
160 ; Butler and Van Buren^s practice in 164- 
5; fees long in coming 167; its bushel basket 
170 ; court of errors worse 193 ; notice of 303-4. 

Chauncey, Commodore Isaac. Recommends 
Wasson 330. 

Channing, Dr. W. H. To Clay on Texas 
63; on laborers 28L 

Chemical Bank N. Y. 33; 87. 

Chenango, Bank of. Its charter how passed 
34 ; V. Buren dodging, &c 139. 

Church and State Unions. 69, 70. 

Cincinnati. Commercial Bank of, deposits 
in 134. 

Clay, Henry. Van Buren for 83 ; on Ste- 
venson 97, 98; on St. Lawrence navigation 
113; vote on V. B's embassy 113; treatment 
of by Kendall 117 to 130; not interested in 
U. S. B. 119: on Duane 133; Young for 138; 
on state banks 138; Campbell on 333; Van 
Buren on 197-8: 303; Noah's slanders 314 j 
Cambreleng on 333: commissioners sent to Pa- 
nama by A^ams ana 379 ; on the Colonies 385 ; 
Ritchie on 393. 

Clayton, Augustine Smith. On U. S. Bank 
333 ; on private letters 334. 

Clayton, John M. Vote against Stevenson 
98; rejects V.B. 113. 

Clark, Aaron. 165, 167, 196. 

Clark, Lot. In Crawford caucus 55 ana 
195. 

Clinton, De Witt. 31 ; Clinton nominated 
for President, 1813, 44 ; opposed by Bucktails 
and Feds 39 ; exg)ses official corruption 30: 
recommends the Convention of 1831, ib.; and 
Bank inquiry 35 ; Van Buren his political 
aide-de-camp 44 ; Spencer on his and VanBur 
ren's conduct, 1813, 48, 49 ; Duane on 49 ; 64 ; 
the Canals and 50 ; V. Buren's duplicity to, ib. ; 
he is expelled the office of Canal Commission- 
er—American gratitude to 51, 53; his perse- 
cutors 53; Van Buren lauds him |:;^when 
dead 54; but hated him, ib. ; CoL Stone on 
V. B. ib. ; Jackson and Ritchie on 55 ; enmi- 
ty to 56; Davis on 81; on banking 86; 106; 
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127; Butler's abuse of 152; 161; 164; 167; 
V. B. on 184; ll>G-7; 902; Wright and Camp- 
bell on 203-4 ; 206-7 ; on common law 302. 

Clinton, Greorge. Gives casting vote against 
U. S. Bank 77. 

Clinton Co. Bank. [See Plattsburgh b'ks.] 

Coddington, Jonathan I. 10 ; 12, 13 ; V. B. 
to 206; Cambreleng comforts 207 ; letters 208, 
809; office-hunting, ib. ; 213 ib.; ready to mu- 
tiny 214; Bennett's friend 221; 230: 238; 
willbeP.M. 1^13; 292. 

Coe, William S. 219; Swartwout on his 
appraising goods 223; a fire commissioner 
^; forfeitures 271. 

Collectorshipof Customs, N. Y. 10. 

Coleman, William. Remarks on 57; 
abuses the United Irish 68 ; on Jackson and 
the Seminc^es 106; peace 2^. 

Colonial Trade with U. S, 111, 112. 

Colles, Christopher. Planned the Western 
Canal 50. 

Commerce. Colonial 111, 112. 

Commercial Advertiser. On Hoyt and But- 
ler's Lives 18; Van Buren, Clinton^s most art- 
ful enemy 54 ; on Texas 306. 

CoBmoN Law. Defined by Morris and Hall 
11 : a chapter on 302 to 305. 

Commonwealth Bank, Boston. Deposits in 
184. 

Cooper, Judge Thomas. His strictures on 
W. H. Crawford 68 to 72. 

Conckling, Affred. Supports Clinton when 
driven from Canal board 5$. 

Congress. Committees how named 97. 

Congress of Panama. Van Buren, Polk, 
Adams, Clay, Budianan, M'Lane, &c., on 279, 
880. 

Congress. Speakers, rem'ks on 96 to 99. 

Congressmen selected for Office. A chapter 
on the speaking and acting, about 96 to 99 ; 
Wicklifie, Duane, and Jackson on 96; Blair 
01197; Ritchie on 97 to 100; paid wages for 
non-attendance! 149. 

Convention, N. Y. ConstitntionaL See N. 
Y. Constitutional Convention. 

Corcoran & Riggs. Walker's sub-treasurers, 
143. 

Coming, Erastns, 90, 228; 293. 

Coryell, Ii^ham. 10; 13, 14. 

Coster, J. G. A borrowing of deposites de- 
mocrat 135. 

Coulter, Richard, of Pa. On Taney's care 
for Taney, 135. 

Courier & Enquirer. Friar's jump 230. 

Craig, Hector. Notice of 213. 

Cramer, John. Supports Clinton when per- 
secuted 54 ; for presidential electors by the peo- 
ple 57: oa banks 86; bank votes, 87, 134; 
nelps E. Livingston, 185. 

(jRAWPORD, W. H. Minority Caucus to 
nominate for president, 1824, 55 dc 68 ; Young 
insures his defeat in N. Y. 57 ; notice of 68 ; 
Cooper on his hatred to foreigners, 68 to 71 ; 
$x a national bank 74 to 78 ; conduct to Cal- 
houn on the Seminole war qiiestion 107, 108 ; 
Butler's artftil hints about 168 ; V. Bureu visits 



Crolius, Clarkson. Votes to give the peojrfe 
the choice of electors 57; on banking 86; 
Flagg on 173; scolded 186; 195. 

Croswell, Edwin 53 ; set up by Van Buren 
74 ; an admirer of U. S. Banks, 74 to 77 ; abuses 
Jackson 78, 79 ; for Clay and Adams, 83 ; on 
Safety Fund 84 to 87; banks in 1828— ib: 
prints Young's jarivate petition 129 ; for mixed 
money 139; notice of 146, 147; Argus concern, 
by Butler, for 169; Argus 190; artful letter 
to Hoyt abt Crawford, &c., 195 ; Bennett and 
221 ; Webb on 230 to 232; do., Marcy & 235; 
V. B.'s firiend 236; to Ho3ft— for 5 mill, loan- 
dared not ofier a 10 mill. b'k. 252 ; ag't. V. B. 

Cruger, John C. Betting with Hoyt, 256. 

Cuba. Van Buren, &c., on Slavery in 279, 
80. 

Cunningham of Montgomery's gallant de- 
fence of Clinton 51. 

Currency. [See Banks — U. S. Bank — and 
Sub-Treasury.) 78; 139; 140; if deranged 
impairs contracts and changes the constitu- 
tional protection 141 ; Butler on a sliding scale 
in 154; Livingston on 178. 

Cmrtis, Edward. 9. 

Custom Houses. [See N. Y. Custom House.] 

Cutting, Francis B. 112; 126; on the lob- 
by 174; for free banking 177; swears on 
paper, advice by 180 ; speculates with Hoyt 261. 

Dallas, Alex. James. A Philadelphia finan- 
cier 297. 

Dallas, George Mifflin. Gets Russian mis- 
sion 100; Cass admires 104; votes for V. B. 
as minister to London 112; V. B. lauds 295; 
notice of— a circular statesman 297—298; a 
mile's a mile 298; V. P. ib. 

Davezac, Auguste. GQj 63. 

Davis, George R. Notice of 94. 

Davis, Matthew L. 12 ; on Burr's Mexi- 
can movement 62 ; 121; 185; 197; 220; 237. 

Davis, Richard D. Character of Van Bu- 
ren by 81, 80; he joins V. B. 80. 

Dawson, George. On Canada 290. 

Dawson, Moses. Jackson's letter to, against 
the pets 116. 

Dayton, Aaron Ogden. Electioneers for 
Jackson G3. 

Dayton, General Jonathan. Indicted in 
Burr's afiair 63. 

Debts. Repudiation of 267; wretched bank- 
rupt laws, ib. 

Decatur, Col. J. P. Office-seeking 221 ; 
304. 

Defalcations, Defaulters. [See Embezzling 
Public Monies.1 Banks in 1814, 124. 

Democratic Review. See J. L. O'Sullivan. 

Democrats. On paper money 78 ; V. Buren 
sort 196-7; timber in ranks of 227. 

Denman, William. On Van Buren 70. 

Desha, Joseph. On taking Canada 285. 

Desha, Robert Warns Eaton against the 
Widow 109. 

Devyr, Thomas A. Would secure wild 
lands to settlers only 1^. 

Dickinson, Darnel 8, On V. B, «ia\ baik 
mileage ^89^ 
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Dissolution of the Union. McDuffie on 61 ; 
Beach on 306. 

Dix, John A. Pro-slavery-and-TexaB Sena^ 
tor 381. 

Downing, Col. S. Votes for City Bank, 
BaffiLlo90. 

Dromgoole, George C. 97. 

Dry Dock Bank, N.Y. 94. 

Duane, William. On last War 4 ; on Mer- 
chants' Bank 38 ; on Clinton 49, 54 : on'Borr's 
eonapiracy 62; on congressmen 96; notice of 
115; a^roves of icfiual to remove deposits 
119; 1^: on newspapers 147; ih. 189; on 
the peace 269. 

DniKE, William John. 100; secretary of 
the treasury 115; notice of 116; his course re- 
lative to the public treasure 116 to 131 ; 141 ; 
refuses Russian Mission 133; dismissed 123, 
193; married Franklin's grand-daughter 116; 
deposits and 131 ; ib. 346. 

Dudley, Charles E. Votes to drive Clinton 
flrom the canal board 53 ; one of the immortal 17 
^7 ; prays to Biddle for a branch of the U. S.> B. 
79 : puty votes for banks 87 ; toHoyt2lO. 

Duels. 3. 

Duer, John. On Van Ness's bribery 38; 
joins the Bucktails 29; Butler on 170; 184; 
190: 209; notice of 310; Hoyt bitter against 
313, 318, 219. 

Duer, Col. William. 310. 

Duer, William A. Joins the Bucktails 39 : 
defends the right against Allen 51 ; notice or 
310. 

Duncan, Dr. Alex. For V, B. at BalL 295. 

Durben, Dr. On War 4. 

Durham, Earl of Explains causes of revolt 
in Canada 285 to 287. 

Earll, Jonas, Jr. Votes to expel Clinton 
firom the Canal Board 53 ; one of Van Buren's 
immortal 17— 67 : bank votes by 87. 

Eaton, John Ilenry. Leaves Congress for 
office 101. 

Eaton, Lewis. In Crawford Caucus 55; 
president City Bank, Buffalo 91 ; safety fund 
commissioner 93. 

Eaton, Mrs. [Widow Timberlake]. Trou- 
Ue about her character 109. 

Edmonds, John W. Stockj obbing 67 ; 111; 
126; sends J. V. Buren to jail, and advises 

Wright to give him $1000 148 ; Butler on 

164 ; Mrs. Butler on his pauperian 171 ; note 
805; Webb and 225: on debt laws 367. 

Education. By cneap Posta^ 4 ; 301 ; im- 
portance of 20 ; Girard leaves millions for 1 16 ; 
Smithson ^500,000 for 116; Young and L. 
Beardsley and 129 ; Hoyt goes to V. B.'s aca- 
demy 317; of laborers 381. 

Electioneering. By V. B. 134 ; Jackson 96 ; 
Purdy and Hofiman 133; Marcyon337: A. 
Ward 338-9. 

Elections by the People. 3 ; by districts 56. 

Electoral Bill (1834.) Butler against 168-9; 
Croswell on 195-6 ; ready to vote either way 
anl9& 

Ellis, Powhattan. 101 ; votes for V. B. as 
minister 113. 

MaabiUfgQ. Clinton on 31; 94. 



Embezzling Public Monies. Theron Rudd 
34 ; cases 133 ; law to punish, itself a cheat 
141; 149. 

Emmet, Thomas Addis. Takes part with 
Clinton when expelled from the canalboaid 53. 

Enghmd. [See Britain.] 

Everett, Edward. 11; for aid to exiles 131 ; 
votes about deposits 134. 

Ewing Thomas. Vote against Stevenson 
98; and against V. Buren 112. 

Exchange Bank (Barker's.) 39; 157; 158; 
162. 

Fillmore, Millard. Votes on M. & F. bank 
86 ; for aiding Poli^ exiles 131. 

Fish, Preserved. Director of 6 mill, bank 
27: 112; instructs V. B. 314 ; Cambreleng for 

Fisk, Theophilus. Blair by 145. 

Flaoo, Azaruh C. Votes. 1834, to expel 
Clinton from the canal boara 53; performs, 
18*28, as one of his chief mourners { 55 ; voles 
with the immortal 17 to keep power from the 
people 57 ; votes for party bank charters 87 ; 
tree banks and 137-8 ; his state pet bank system 
139 ; buys 3 walls of a house 147 ; on his re* 
solve against popular election, Butler, SeMen 
and Van Buren 173; on free banking 174; 
regency log-rolling, the k)bby, gold, and bank 
restraints 175 ; his currency cure and notions, 
ib. ; on safety fund banks 176 ; against foreign 
monsters 179 ; on private banking 176-9 : gen- 
eral banking law 181, 183 ; succeeds Yates 
188 ; 203 ; Bennett and 331 ; councils Marcy 
on breeches 339. 

Florida. Jackson in 106; V. Buren ex- 
pends many millions in 145., &c.; bloodhounds 
m 146 ; Greeley on war in 282 ; 296. 

FoRWONBRS — Adoptrd Citizens. Van Bu- 
ren about 44 ; a chapter on 66 to 73 ; Craw- 
ford's attack and Cooper's defence of 68 to 71 ; 
Irving, Denman, Van Ness on 70 ; Blair on 
71 ; millions left by, to educate natives 116; 
V. Buren and 236. 

Forman, Judge Joshua. Invents the rVSafe- 
ty Fund 84; 88; 306. 

Foot, Samuel A. On political proscription 
113. I r -t- 

Forsyth, John. In Crawford caucus 55; 
votes for Stevenson 98 ; 101 ; intrigues for V. 
Buren 107-8; in Crawford caucus 195. 

France. Her views and condition 46, 47 ; 
Butler on troubles with 173 ; Guizot on 280. 

Franklin, Benjamin. And England's chan- 
cery 304. 

Free Banking. 95; 137-8; Peel against 
140 ; Flagg, Livingston, Cutting, &c. on 173 
to 183; Hoyt's 178. 

Free Trade. America and Britain 370. 

Frelinghuysen, Theodore. Ill; rejects V. 

French, James M. 30. 

Fultcm Bank, N. Y. Chartered 87. 

Ghunes, €ten. Edmund. Ordered to invade 
Mexico 64. 

Gkdes and Seaton. On War 3. 

Gallatin, Albetl A candidate for V. P. 71 ; 
on U.S. banks 77; ib. 171. 
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Gardner, Col. Chu. K. Notice of 188. 

Oarrow, Nathaniel. 101. 

Georgia Legislature. McAlUster'B aooonnt of— not too 
fond of gold mines 238-9. 

Gilchrist, Mr. Butler and 157. 

GUlett, Ransom H. Votes aid to exiles 131 ; upon de- 
poslte question 1^ 

Girard, Stephen. A Frenchman leares mlllioiM to ed- 
ucate Americans 116. 

Girard Bank, Phila. DeporitM in IIU. 

Glentworth. 11; Butler's cant and hypoeriey, bor- 
rowed for the election 264. 

Godwin, Parke. Strong remarku on reliering public 
distress, b J 250-1. 

Goldson, Samuel P. 10, 13, 14. 

Gorbam, Beigamin. Report on treasury banks I33L 

Gospel. Butler's anxiety for stated preaching of the 
152. 

GouTemeur. Sam. A. Bets 212. 

Oraham, John L. 177. 

Greeley, Horace. On Natireisu 70 ; on Walker 96 ; 
ou a state sub-treasury 139 ; oa protection to land set- 
tlers 150; on Florida 382; oa Ritchie 299; on Texas 
scrip 301. 

Green, Byrara. Votes to expel Clinton from eanal 
board, 1824. 63. 

Green, General Duff. 106, 107, 118, 146 ; V. B. and 
Cambreleng subseribe 900 ; printer to CongresH 206. 

Green, James L. 183. 

Gxeen, Bei^Jamin W. f99 ; 301. 

Greene, Mtoer, of Boston Post. Bitohie gitered at 
fil4, 215; on eommon law 302-3. 

Griswold JGeorge. On Banks 124 ; Butler on 171. 

Grundy, Felix. Votes for SteTeason 98 ; and lor Van 
Bmren 1 12: teaches Polk law 123: on Canada 284. 

Guiaot, i . For neutrality by France, on war here 980. 

Hall, Jonathan Presoott On Butler's patriotism 356. 

Hall,WiIH«. On common law 11. 

Halleck, Fits Greene. Butler on 162; letter 163. 

Hallett,W.P. 112. 

Hanier, Thomas L. Votes on depoeits 134. 

Hamilton, Alexander. Prefers hffenon to Burr 62. 
Hamilton, James A. Impeaches Van Ness for bribery 
28 ; joins the Bucktails 29 ; succeeds Clay ae secretary uf 
stato, pro tem. 45 ; strong oppoeer of the war 46 ; in the 
intrigue against Calhoun 107 : auctions, Targeo i«d 206; 
n spoilsman 209 ; 218; buys Blair a press 333; to prop 
the Standard 217. 
Hamilton. John C. Joins ttie Bucktails 29 ; 2ia 
Hararaond, Jabei D. Ambrese Spencer on 48 ; the Jed. 
Prendergast case 52. 

Hanoock, John. On prirate letters on public matters 
304. 
Hurd, Gideon [late M. C] On banks 138: oa slavery 

asi. 

Hard Money. The Jeeksoa reform 139, 140: Ander- 
son doubto it !»». 

Harris, W. P. Columbus. Embezsles 9105/0^138. 

Harrison, William R His death 102; Cass on 101; 
on ourrency 139 ; abuse of, approved by Van Buren 144 ; 
defoats Van Buren 283. 

Hayemerer, WilKam F, 213. 

Hayne, CoL R. M. 106; rejecto V, B 113: his son 20a 

Head, Sir Fnmeis. A rain, bad Canadian guremor 
286to28a 

Herkimer ConTention. 1898--^207. 

Hill, baae. On Adams, Clay and Crawford 83; Votes 
for StoTenson 96; and finr V. Buren 112 ; expose of Blair 
by 146 ; Ritehie on 314; his speeeh 232 ; betting 339. 

Hoes, Mary and Hannah 19, 20. 

Hoes, Barent Security for Argus 190; d'y shf, ib. 

Hoffman. Josiah Ogden. Joins the Buoktalls 39 ; Camp- 
bell on 901, 216. 

Homf AM. MiOHABL Voto on M. and F. bank 86: 
ftr Barker 91 ; noMoe of 131, 133; sinecure— efllees heM 
by— pet bank Totes 131 ; mismanagement in offlee of 133; 
Webb and 282. 

Hogeboom, John C. A $10 loan to nephew aSHets V. 
B. 184: Cornelius, in oAoe 190; presides in Hudson 
bank 308. 

Holland's Life of V. Bum. Puffs him 79L 

HoInM8,Jobn. Voted to reject V. B. 113. 

Horn, Henry. Tote on treasury deposites 131. 

HosaAjDr.DaTUL Batleri«alBf 1 169. 



Houston, Samuel. In Texas 64^106 ' Beach on SO'. 

Hoyt and Butler. Correspondence, pages 9 to 14 *, lives 
of 139; pages 151 and 172. 

Hoyt, Jesse. Vouchers inopportunely stolen tram, 
132; his embeislement 141 ; Butler's call to the nncoii- 
Terted 152: admitted in chancery court 152; Butler's 
character of— wanto him to be cashier at Buffalo 166 ; 
learning of 156 ; publishes Butler's letter to deceive 169; 
Butler exhorts 162; writes to none but 163; is the(ridest 
Mend of 170 ; helps Marcy to write his message 17^; N. 
A. Trust Co. and 179, 182; to, on marriage 186: tbs 
storekeeper 187; his sureties as collector 194 ; V. B. en* 
dorses for 201 ; office-hunting 206 to 312; V. B. on Us 
ill-manners— hunts tot an dBoe to him— educates bin 
216, 217 ; Ingham to, on embeisling, ib. ; piufhes for a 
plaoe 318; helpe Buir 888: Introduces Anderson and 
Keruoohan 249 ; hates rogues— pays for the gosjiel 250 ; 
beto 255 : debta of 366: a lire ooauniesloner, ib.; speen- 
lates with the deposnes 9il : slanders the merchaate 
371. 

Hoyt, LoreniOL Manager of Washington and WaiTCB 
bank 161 ; VanBuren's student 165, 1^, 188; Ukes lanr 
to beat down equity 193: morale so so 194; notice ell 
ib. ; ktter 194; a suie1|y Jbr ^OOfiOOj 194: utterly de- 
void of principle 199; for the spoils 210; lobbying 237; 
on Livingston's conversion 941-2 ; dealing in stocks 263; 
agent to Silas Wright 389. 

Hubbell, Walter. Warns the state against V. R's 
SafetT Fund 89. 

Hubbard, Henry. Votes ftr the treasury pete 191 ; 
ditto 134 ; proposes Polk 293. 

Hubbell, Levi. On Mazey and Sub-Treasury 907. 

Hudson, Bank of. Van Buren lobbies fur the, and 
takes office in 23,34; winding up of 307. 

HuU, General W. On Canada 284. 

Hume, Josej^. Efforte to do Justice to Canada 266-6. 

Hunter John. Voteon City Bank, Buffalo 90; on ftea 
banks 176. 

Hypoorisy, Religious. See Butler. 

Immortal Seventeen Senators of N. Y. 67. 

Indians. On marriages with 69, 71 ; Cass on the 106, 
397 ; Jackson and 106 ; wariike condition of the 275 ; flftv 
millions expende<l to banish and kill 262; Ritehie on 300 

Ingersoll, Charles J. On banks 114; for Maokenxie's 
release 290. 

Ingham, S. D. Opposes the minority caucus of I8B^ 
55: 100; Jnckson and 109; Russia and 110- Hoyt and 
209 ; on office-b^lgars 316, 3l7 ; note 240 

Instructions, Right of. 2. 

Ireland. Ruval bribery in 96. 

Irving, J6hn T. On intolerance 70. 

Jackson, Andrew. Coddington tries to head 13; 
opinion of Clinton by 66; nominated first by Bunr 68; 
259; his designs against Mexico, with Burr, 60 to 64; 
J effsrson on 60: Mexican policy of 64 ; abuse of, by Neah 
and Croswell 78, 7S ; practice and profession <m iqirolBt- 
monto 96 to 99; invasion of Florida by 106 ; Mrs. Eaton 
and 109,* Ingham itnd 110; on pet banks 114; soolds the 
pets 1 16 : Duane and 122 ; his great reform 139 ; fur hard 
money 140; anti-Sub-Treasury 141 : escapes an assassin 
172: his confMenee in Van Buren 216 ; for 331 ; to be run 
again 293 ; Ritehie on 300: Van Buren and 303. 

Jackson, Daniel. And Blair's free press 233 ; bank- 
James, William. Takes part with Clinton when vio- 
lently removed ftom tbe Canals 52. 

Jay. William. On slavery 278. 

Jefferson, Thomas. 6 ; on Burr 60 ; on elections fQ ; 
on England 271 ; on slavoy 275. 

Johnson, Cave. Votes for deposite to Folk's pets 431 
and 134 ; and no relief to poor exiles 131 ; at Convention 
292; 295; and r^Mtege law 80L 

Johnson, Jeromus. From Cong re ss to Custom House 
101; billeting his relations 219; Swartweut on his ap- 
praString223. 

Johnson, Rkihard M. Opposes the 1824 Crawford can- 

IS 55: votes on deposit question 134; endcrses Van Bu- 

n 283; for Canada 386 : on author's imprisonment 891. 

Jones, Heniy Floyd. Vote on BuflUo City Bank 90. 

Jones, Samuel. For six niUon bank 37 ; Chief Jnsttet 
27 : Hoyt's surety for 9200,000-194. 

Jordan, Ambrose L. Opi9osed by the regenoy SIOL 

Jurors. On Bodine trial 6; Bkerehants ordered to bt 
exclodsd fCT' In BMreanOU esMia W. 
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Justice, AoMXMiSTRATioiv of. Reform required in 
6; in the Somers case 7; corrupt where banks are in- 
TolTed 86 ; Buffalo bankiujo; and 90, 91 ; by L. Hoyt, 193. 

Keim, G«>>rge M. On MuEuskensie'e impriBonment 290. 

Kemble, John W. AhuMa the Irinh, and jobs in the 
stocks 67; 111. 

Kbndall, Amos. Letters to Clay on Jackson, See. 83 ; 
Sketch of— his oondnct to Clay 117 to 120 ; abuse of Mac- 
kenxie 118; Bennett on 122: 126; on free banking 138; 
Ritchie scandalised at 214. 215. 

Laborers. Their condition, by Calhonn and Channlng 
381. 

Lansing, John. V. Boren v'd make him a P. M. 82. 

Law. in U. S. 6 ; in N. Y. state 138 ; in court of er 
rors. AlVy 193; csee 302 to 905, also com. lav, and court 
of cnancery]. 

Lawrbncb, Cobnsuvs W. Gets the N. Y. Custom 
Ho. 12, 292; retains Record Clerks and Bogaidus 13; 
1 12 ; got a two million charter, and reered 1 16 ; 125 ; 132 ; 
-votes on treasury banks 134; helps Blair to a press 233 ; 
238 ; disreputable conduct oa the bank question 247; let- 
ters to Hoyt on b'k248; more of them 219; bets with 
Hoyt262. 

Lawrence, Joseph. Bank President, &e. 116. 

Lawrence, W. B. On free banking 174 

Laws. Who should hare the Veto om 2; cheek on bad 
IttWB in Ga. 229. 

Leake, Isaac Q. Cashier V. B.'s old BuflUo bank, 33 ; 
Gantine's partner in theArgns34; UlshoeffBr for 190; 
for Clay 197. 

Learitt, Joshua. On Van Buren's pro slavery creed 
278. 

Le Foy, Abraham. Gets into enstom house— nom's 
Marcy 257. 

Lee, Gideon. 1 12 ; Leggett on 231. 

Lee, John E. Trial for peijury 91. 

Lee, Oliver. Polk dele^te and pet banker 293L 

Lefferts, John, 1*. I. Votes to drive Clinton from ca- 
nal board 53; and as one of the immortal 17—67 ; bonk 
rotes 87. 

Leggett, Wm. On DL Jackson 233; on Marcy 235; 
notice of 262. « 

Lewis, Dixon, H. Vote agst. pet Vks 134. 

Lewis, Major W. B. On com. of enqubry aboat Jaekson 
60: Ritchie to 93; 109; 300. 

Lewis, Morgsm. For 6 mill. Vk. 27. 

Lincoln, Le\ i. Votes abt depositee 134. 

LivingAton, C'harles I^ Opposed to Bishop^s expul- 
sion 67; and to safetv fkind 92; 111: 126; and to the 
" chartered nuisances " he had made — far some restraints 
off 176 to 181 ; on N. Y. pilots 178; on credit, iK ; advice 
to Hoyt 180; 225; notice of— ftw national bank 241. 

Livingston, Edward, of La. [was a defoulter at N. Y. 
Ibr 9 100,000]. Offer to Stevenson 98 ; leaves congress fur 
the cabinet 101 ; Daveaao marrlefl his sister 63. 

Livingston, Edward, Speaker H. of A. Cutting on his 
bank notions 177; 180: notice of 184; on marriage 185; 
letters 186-7; 197 (for lottery). 

LivingHton, Edward P. A candidate fur Senator— de- 
ftflted 29 ; vutes, IS21, to drive Clinton fh>m Canal board 
63; agaimit electors by thepeople 67. 

Livingston, Peter R. 18o. 

Livingston, R. R. Opposed by Van Alen for Congress 
21 ; one of the 1st canal corners 53. 

Literary Property. See W. T. M»Coan. 

Lives of Hoyt and Butler. Motives Ibr, and account 
of, that publication 7 to 18 ; where printed and by whom 
18: the publishers, ib. 

Lobby, The. Cutting's name for 174. 180; L. Hoyt 
w'd join 237. 

London Timef*. Its tone in 1814— 268. 

Long Island Bank. Chartered 37. 

Loomis, A. Gets stock with Hofltoatn, Ao. 131-2. 

LouBsborry, Kbenezer. Votes for city Vk. Buffalo 90. 

Lyons, Bk. of Broken 94. 

I^le, Robert T. An M. C. gets office 101. 

Kent, Chancellor. For a reference of the Constitu- 
tion to the pec^le 3 ; refuses inJunctionB for oppressive 
mrposes to Hoyt and Butler 42, 161 ; 127 ; Butler scolds 
mi6L 

Ksmoehan. Joseph. A bank delegate 248. 

Keyei, PerWy. Votes in Senate to expel Clinton from 
Canal board 53; votes with Van Buren's Immortal 17— 
or* bMk votes 87. 



Kibbe, Isaac. 1st Buffalo bank president 33. 

King. Charles. Accuses Van Ness of bribery 27 , char- 
acter of V. Buren by 73. 

King, Preston. Agst. bank charters 177; a friend to 
cheap posti«e 178: 189; 271. 

King, Rufus. V. Buren foared he might not dLtlike 
Clinton 54; V. Buren for 70; for nniveriial suffrage 72; 
Parker on 82: Barker, Jacob on 192.' 

King, WiUlam (of Ala.) Votes for Stevenson 93; and 
V. Buren 112. 

Knower, Benjamin. Stops payt 83 

Knox. John. Liberality of 69. 

McAllister, M. H. of CTa. On Jesse's golden mine 227 ; 
very original letter to Hoyt, about inoorporating New 
Potosi,2a8-9. i~ -• 

McBride, James. A revenue borrowing banker 136. 

McClure, Gen. Geo. Votes against the immortal 17— 
57. 

McCook, Daniel. Banks. Baltimore Conv'ns and 807. 

M^onn, WiLLiAV T. Interferes with the freedom of 
the press 13, 14 : his E«.niTY to Hoyt and Bntler 16 to 
18: 148 ; Selden on 173; docieions of 30L 

McCulloh, Comptroller. His frimk 11. 

MoDuffle, George. On dissolving the Union 61 ; agst. 
Polk's treasury banks 134; ib. 143; notice of 301. 

MacTntyre, Arohibald. Against Bk. of America 27. 

MeJimsey, Robert. Hoyt, the Trust Co. and 179; 
Hoyt's brother-in-law and surety 194 ; 230 . 

Mack, Ebeneser. Votes for Buffalo city bank 90; 
' goes the whole hog ' 179. 

Maokensie, W. L. 6, 9, 11; Coryell's note to 13; 
Slamm's note to 15; on Colonial Trade 112; Barker's 
letter to 192; V. B.'s disclaimer 222; warning to Bug- 
land in 1832—287; Keim and Johnson on imprisonment 
290-1. 

McKown, James. Takes part with Clinton when 
driven fh>m Canal board 52; is partner with J. V. B. 
148,258. 

McLean, John. Argt for Indians in Supreme Conrt 
296. 

MeLane, Louis, M. C. Gets an embassy 101; takes 
the Treasury Dept. Ill; on currency, 120; may loan 
money now 181 ; Caml»e]eng agst his treas. rept. 230; 
agst. alliances in Europe, &c. 279. 

MaoNeven, Dr. W. J. V. Buren on 20a 

MoNulty, John, Clerk of (ingress. Got off by a 
quirk [laws scarce there] 141, 295. 

Maoon, NathanieL On executive power 99 ; on neu- 
trality 2S4. 

Mocy, John B. City Bank Buffalo, and 90. 

Madison, James. Nominated as President in 1812, 44 ; 
on U. S, Bank 75. 

Maison, General Leonard. Votes for city b'k BuflisJo 
90; on restraining law 176 to 179. 

Mnllory, Jamen. His bank votes 38; votes to expel 
Clinton from Canal board .53; and with the immortal 17 
9g8t. the people 57 ; Marcy on 199. 

Manhattan Bank. 27; a national pet 124 ; a state pet 
139. 

Mann, Abijah, jr. 131 ; votes for pet banks 131 

Marcy, William L. Borrows at the New Hope 34 ; 
53 ; orders the Bambers to Ireland 67 ; prayer of. to . 
Biddle, for U. S. Bank extension 79 ; Buffalo b^k and 90, 
91 ; 99 ; votes for V. B. 112 ; his mort]raf;e message J2.'S 
to 137 ; against 248 ; anti-slavery, or King pampblet by 
127 ; nom'd for govr. 129 ; legalizes bank suspension 
1.37 ; wheels round agst. bank monopoly 138 : bnys p*t 
of a honse 147 ; a new move in banking by Hoyt and 
175 ; on King and Mai lory 199 ; served on the bench 
m\ wanted, by V. B. 207 ; Hnbbell, 4bC on sub-treasury 
and 207 ; Webb on 232 ; electioneering 234-5 ; BenneU, 
Webb, and Leggett on 235; election of *32— 337; on 
braveiy. breeches, iMTber, Jcc. 239; ditto 240; bets on 
by V. B., 256-7 ; nomi*d in conv'n Vm enstom ho. 857 ; 
blames the merchants, knowing better 258 ; on Ca- 
nada 380, 392 ; foxy 294 ; on Canada 296 ; on U. 8. B. 
297. 

Marriages. Crawford for Indian 71. 

Mason, Gen. John T. agt, to Sw't in Texas 960 ; 
notice of 281. 

Mason, John Y. Votes on bank deposites 131 and 
134 ; and against Polish exiles 131. 

May, Will. L., M. O. On land sales, and troaiory or- 
der 863. 
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Mayo, Dr. of Va. On embezzling 140 ; 901. 

I\lHx\vell, Hugh. Hoyt on 218. 

Maxwell, Ur. P. On Albany iiank Junto 8a 

Measurers in Castom Hoose, 12. 

Mechanics' and Farmers* Bank Albany. Southwick 
president 81 ; OicoU and Worth and 86; 94 ; gets mil- 
lions bef. election 126 ; b( a state pet 139 ; galled by Uat- 
ler 160. 

Mechanics' B'k. N, Y. Deposltes in 134. 

Merchants, American. Campbeirs distnst of 
191 : 193; injustice done to by appraisors 223: Marcy 
accuses unjustly 258; til ueatnientof 271 ; ordered by 
V. Bn's admin, to be struck off juries on matters of 
aCr trade 271. 

Merchants' bank, N. V. 28; 33 ; Clinton, «cc. on 86 ; 
12r>. • 

Mesarole, Abraham. To be hired as a hiieling't ne- 
phew 219L 

Meserole, Bernard J. Swartwout on appraisers 223. 

Metropolis, B'kof the. A pet 114. 

Mexico. Jackson and Burr's views about 60 to 63 ; 
Sedgwick and Channing on 63 ; Van Bnren's course to 
&1, 281 ; Poinsett in 203 ; 267 ; 279 ; Beach on 306. 

Miami Exporting Co. 3G. 

Michigan Banks Depositee in 124. 

Miller, Jesse. Accepts office, though an M. C, 191. 

Miller, Sylvanus. Made Surrogate 21. 

Ministers of the GospeL Ought they to be eligible 
to office? 3. 

MissourL Votes on slavezy in 278, 279. 

Monroe, President James. Fift7M>ne Feds. joIn« his 
friends 29; on U. S. bank 76; dispute with V. B. about 
p. ms. 81 to 83 ; to Jackson on Florida war 106 ; and on 
Calhoun, lb. ; against monarchy in N. Amedoa 280; on 
Canada 284. 

Monroe, James. Joins natives 174: Webb and 225; 
236 ; sneers at good men->4eala in stocks 253. 

Moodie, Col. Death of 289. 

Moore. Gabriel. Bcuects V. B. 112 ; Webb to fight him 
for that 232. 

Mooxe, Thomas P. An M. C. gets an embassy 101 ; 
Van Buren to 302. 

Moore, CoL W. £. 221 ; on Canada 289. 

Morris, Robert H. His Glentworth ease— common law 
11 ; Safety Fund banks, Maxoy's message and 126 ; as a 
P.M. 301. 

National Convention. For reform and improvement 
would be useful 101. 

National Debt 144, 145. 

National IntelUgencer. On Canada long ago 283 : 284. 

National Reformers. Their luA plan 150; Parke 
Godwin on principles of 250-1 ; Cambreleng wanted— 
only to to2A:263; on st(^ping monopoly, ib.; 160 acres 
per fEimily 272. 

Native Americans. The right sort 52. 

Nativeism. Crawford its champion 68 ; Greeley on 70 ; 
Noah its candidate 2(H. 

Naval Office, N. Y. Improperly managed, very 132; 
resnlts, ib. 

Neville, Major Morgan [Receiver of Land Rev. Cincin- 
nati]. On Burr, &c 26a 

Nevins, Russell H. On banks and stocks 188-9 ; ditto 
226. 

New Hope Del. Bridge Co. A rioketty concern 34. 

New Orleans. Burr plans its seizure 61. 

New York Constitutionai. Convkntion, 18i6. 
Remarks on 1 to 6; author an early friend to 16 ; Hoff- 
man and 132; Van Buren agiunst S05. 

New York Custom House. Facts about the 12; 13; 
133; 147; active partisans paid with plunder at 219; 
families served, ib. : political appraisers 223 ; Ulshoeffer 
to Hoyt 264. 

[See also, C. W. Lawrence: Michael Hoffman; Jesse 
Hovt; Measurers; Ingham Coryell; C. S: Bogardus; 
S: Swartwout; Appraisers: 

N. Y: Evening Post 73; 132; free banking 138; ad- 
vertising 147: against IMaroy's mortgage 247-8; on 
peace 269 ; on V: B: 291. 

New York Observer. On the U. S. constitution 56. 

N: Y: Post Office. Enormous Income of postuiiuster. 
and charge for boxes 301. 

N * Y: Safety Fond Banks: A tnll account of 6 1 to 95; 
City Bank of Bufflao, and 90 ; commissioners, a mockery 
89, 90 ; mlsoondnct of bmkdiztston 94; fiiilure of banks 



lb:; V: BnKn and N: Y: banks control xeinoval of depo- 
sitee 120: 125-6; the catastrophe, 136-7; Flaggon 176. 

New York Sun: See M: Y: Heach. 

Newspapers [see printing]: 74 ; 147; Agitate through 
178; 182; Argus 190; Ritchie on indei>endence uf— edi- 
tors bought up 214, 215 ; Decatur and 221 ; V: Buren 
keeps Benuet independent 215. 

Niagara, Bank of^ See Buffalo, Bank of 1816. 

Noah, Mordbcai M: On Van Buren 22 : on ditto 
and Hudfson bank 24; mi rotation in office 74; abuses 
Jackson 78 ; nominates Van Buren 83; un Cambreleng 
102; onHofflnan 131; grief for Swartwout 133; Butler 
instructs 168 : malignity of 186 ; Ulshoeffer on 190 ; 
after the printing 192; Croswell praises 195 : Van Buren 
ditto 197 ; Van Buren suggests to 200 : in 1827-8, 201 ; 
Van Bureaus grief at loss of election of 205 ; Swiss mer^ 
eenary 214 ; Ritchie to, on independence 215 ; office b^ 
ging 216 ; borrows by Burrows 5t23 ; denounces Wet- 
more and hunts for a general's berth 225 ; kind to poor 
Blair 233 ; editor of the Sun 306. 

Nominations: A mookery of democracy 234. 

North American Trust Co: Hoyt's connection with 
179. 

NorveU,John: Note to Gage 290. 

Nullification: NuUlflerscraay235. 

Oakley, Jesse rSwart't's suretjr]: 220, 2SI. 

Oakley, Thomas J: Appointed Attorney General by 
the federalists 29 : Jesee's surety fbr 9200/X)0, 194 ; anti- 

ar2l0. 

O'Connell. Daniel: 47 ; on Folk and slavery 273 ; eom- 
mon law and 303. 

Office Hunting: 12 ; 22 ; 30 ; 81, 82 ; by Kendall 117 
to 119 ; by John van Buren 143 ; by Edmonds, &c: 170, 
171 ; Cutting annoyed by 180 ; Hoyt on 198 ; Codding- 
ton 206 to 214; Hoyt and Swartwout 209 to 212 ; Spioer 
212; Ritchie's horror at 215; Noah at 216; Ingham an- 
noyed by 217; Hoyt again, lb:; Van Buren hunts for 
Hoyt 216 ; a fiunily affidr 219 ; more 220, 221 : Webb 
and Noah 224, 225 ; Webb f other way 230-1 ; Wetmore 
243 

Offieial Station. Ought priests to be ineligible to holdf 
3. 

Ogden, Francis: Consul at Liverpool 63; defioats 
Caxnbreleng 101 ; 213. 

Qgden, Henry: On Hoyf s letters 9 ; custom house 
and 133. 

Ogsbury, Francis: Wetmore on 243 ; an active politi- 
cian 244. 

Olcott, Egbert: Cashier of Watervliet bank 94: 

Oloott, Theodore: Surety ftr Egbert 94: 

Oloott, T: W: As a seonrity 94 ; 126 ; to Butler on 
pretended banks 157 ; coaaces vainly 160: 

One term principle HI. 

Or^;on qtuestion: 271, 272, 294. 

0*Sulllvan, John L. A contractor 71 ; confesses thfS 
sins of his party 133 ; pnfis Beers's bank 180 ; rebutot 
the slavers 204 ; contemns the cattle 296. 

Oswego. Commercial B*k of broken s.f. 94. 

Owen, Robert Dale. Luminous (!) argument oa ila- 
very 59. 

Pakenham, Richard. Calhoun to, on elements of 
public safety 65. 

Parker, Philip S. Speech on V. Rensselaer's appt 82. 

Pamell, Sir Henry. For Canadian independence S85. 

Partnership, Law. In England 140. 

Party but mo Prikcitlb. 29 ; 31 ; Peter Allen, and 
H. Fellowes 61 ; Clinton excluded from Canal Board 
50 to 54; the Bucktails 55; Davis descrilies 80 to 83; 
Montague on 115; Butler's profession n*;!. 151,— and 
efforts for 168—9; Sutherland's letter on 1H3; carried 
fhr 186 ; Argus in aid of 190 ; Livingsum, Van Buren 
and Tbonipson 196 ; V. B. on (bets) 205 ; saved by a 
Doctor 207; specimens 208 to 214. 

Peace. 136. 

Peace of 1815. Comments in old and new worms on 
26Pto870. 

Poarce, Dutee J. To Hoyt on Rhode Island politics. 
Potter, Francis, &c. 2.'^. 

Peel, Sir Robert. On English Banking 14a 

Pet, Dcposite, or Treasury Banks. Account of 113 to 
126 ; Jnckson admires and is deceived by 115, 116; poli- 
tical 115 ; Kendall agent to 117; Polk the leading ad- 
vocate of 130 to 134 ;1P646,754 lost thro' 134 ; 50 Polk- 
I pets now 143L 
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Phelps, Thaddeiu. Qneer six bank and ftee tmde 
letter by 174 ; Livingston on 178 ; Hoyt's suety 194 ; -ili^ 
261. • 

Phillips, Joiihtta. Leaves Custom Ho. 133 ; how he 
and AHrnn N. g»t into It 21fi. 

Prendergast, Jediuh. Van Baren and Yoang'd con- 
dnct towar.l him 53. 

Piclceri)}, Frances W. BIalr*8 picture by 144 ; at Enl- 
tlmore 2U3. 

Piae, Dr. Constantine. On Charcb and State Unbi].» 
69. 

Pitcher, General NathM. Davis on V. B's nsa^e nf 
80, 81 ; on banlcs 80 ; reason for V. B's uiiatroiit of 1^ \ 
ib. 307 ; in op(KMltion 234. 

Planters* B'ic of Missiasippi. Deposltes in 11^. 

Plattsltargh Banlcs. 34; 94. 

Puindextcr, George. Votes ag*t Stevenson 93 i on 
Woodbury and Hoyt 149 ; Webb for fighting 232. 

Poinsett, J. R. opposes the Crawford CHUcns o^-, 
230,000 militia plan by 143 ; notice of 203 ; in Mexico ^i>. 

Polish exiles. Vote on aiding 131. 

PuLK, Jakes Knox. On private papers 10 ; duly nji- 

riciaios the Hoyt correspondence— selects MorrU lu 
M. 1 1 ; rejects Coddington 12 ; keeps Record Clefks 
13; keeps Biitier in office, tho' dishonest; why ^tO; 
41 ; 47 ; his inai^ural on Texas and Slavery 50 ; nAtiv- 
isiu elected 70 ; Wetmore and 90 ; 97 ; at hM of ways 
and means 98 ; I's Buchanan from Congress 93 ; tOa ; 
116 ; notice of 123 ; 124 ; V. Bmren's pet bank cham- 
pion 130 b) 134 ; on Oregon 131 ; pays Hofl'man all ar^ 
rears 131—2 : refuses aid to exiles 131 ; opposes anU- 
treasury 134 ; 141 ; is its leading advocate ! ! ! ; checkfi 
bank enquiry 135: condemns land speculation, but sn^- 
gests no remedy 150 ; his N. Y. Dist. Attorney and ibti 
Patroon 158-9 [and see Bntler] ; Butler, Hoy l'» siitetiea 
andl94j271; iat.49'» and3T2; '» nativeism 272 -, O^Con- 
neii to )ii3 ; on colonial system 279^ changed SldO ; i^oah'^t 
dislike to, ib. ; dislikes V. Bnren S)91 ; his pleiilgcis ^nd 
nomhiation at Baltimore 292 to 298; and Blair WQ: 
chooses Ritchie 301; on postage 301; Beach, Taxas itnif 
306. 

Porter, Governor David. Weed, the bank and 2[ia 

Po) ter, Peter B. Vote on F. and M. bank B£. 

Postage. 4; Tyler secures cheap HI ; advantages 
of 301. 

Post-office. Espionage system in 11; Van Baron 
makes i)otiUcal machinery of it 30. 

Powers, James. Votes against city Vk, Buftalo 90. 

Prall, Ichabud. Swartwont on appraisers "^iX 

Price, Win. M. U2 ; 220 : Hoyt shuns him a-iO ; %17. 

Printing. See Croswell— Leake— Cantbae— HI Jilf— 
Ritchie— Southwick — Hill —Evening Post ~ Newspa- 
\iein. 

Private Banking. Flagg on 176 ; Tracy for 170. 

Private Correspondence. Polk on 10, 11 ; Crawfiird 
on 10b: Cumbrcleng's notions of 234; Webb on ^^\ 
FrHnklm and 304. 

Proscription, Political. V. B. for 112. 

Pddlio Lands. How to stop monopoly, atid liiy nuL 
new states 150; Jackson desired to stop miJiifljKjily lit 
263 ; Dallas on 2<Jb; American Co. 308. 

Purdy, Elijiih F. 131 ; 220. 

Uuackenboss, Mangle M. [surety for SivartwoiiL] 
219. 

Randolph, John. Envoy to Russia 100 ; on U. B. Bank 
129 ; on Canada 283. 

Randolph. Thos. Jefferson. 240 \ on slavery 27tGL 

Redfield. iieman J. Votes to expel Clinton Ironi canal 
board 53; and agst the people, as one of th^ liiiiTiortal 
17—57 ; votes for party banks 87 ; Clinton wM not no 
minate 203. 

Reese, M.-ijor. A very honest bank commlsBtoiier h m. 

Reform. Its gigantic strides over Britain and Ireland 
46,47; ib. 272. 

Rcjon, Manuel C. On U, S. Mexican policy C5- 

Religions Freedom. Increase of, in United kiDgdoiii 
47. Represcnuitive System. 2. 

Repudiatinn of Debts. Foreign creditors on Sfi7. 

Revolution of 1776. Waliwle an admirer of 4a 

Riggs, Isaac. Votes agst Clinton's removal from the 
canal board 52 ; and to give the people the chuk-ti af Eico- 
ton 57. 

RiTCHiB, Thomas. 12; for Crawford and tha 1>\ S, 
£»aJt 78; prophwsiM truly 83; on bribing IVL C^AwJth 
•^"grtaJCO; StereoMoa'M aue 98i Cubki^ it)9; i^ 



provef of Duaae's refusal 119: against sub-treasurf and 
for peta 141; on militia plan 14o; east room and 201, 211 ; 
scolds Noah and turns censor 214; pretends to be inde- 
pendent—hired M a state marhine 215; letter on Webb, 
bets, &o. 240; on Canada 285 ; no friend ef V. B. 291 : on 
Ch^, dec. 292; memoir of 298 to 301 ; violent against 
Jackson 300. 

Rives, William C. In congress, ts. an embassy 101. 

Robinson, Morris. May lend the money of a fiweign 
bank 181. 

Robinson, Peter. Put down for honest voting 94; 205. 

RocheHter, Bank of. Vote on 87. 

RochMter, William B. receives eqnivocal snpport for 
gov'r 82; suspicious conduct of V. B. to 201. 

Rogers, Halsey. For 6 million bank 27 ; 13^. 

Root, EBA.STns. Votes on six million b'k and bonus 
27; imi)eachefl Judge Van Ness 28; votes ag't V. Bnren 
for bank enquiry 33; 87; 4S; for presidential electors by 
the people 57; on a land jobbing bank 114; 183; for Pit- 
cher 20S; Webb for 221; Cambreleng dislikes 234; 254; 
on blacks 271 ; anti-slavery 278 ; Spencer to 305. 

Rowan, Judge John, Ky. 200. 

Rudd, Theron. Defalcation of 134. 

Rogglea, Benj. of Ohia Rejects V. B. 112. 

Ruggles, Phil(». A fMend of peace 210. 

Rush, Richard. For Cass as president lOL 

Russian Embassy t^lS.OOO first year] John Randolph, 
J. Buchanan, W. Wilkins, C. C. Cambreleng, G. M. 
Dallas accept 100 ; W. J. Duauc and 8. D. Ingham refhse 
ib. aud 110; Adams's motion on Id; Doane and Jaok- 
son 122; Dallas and 29R. 

Saftty Fund. See State of N. Y. Safety Fund. 

St. Lawrence, Navigation of the HI, 112; carrying 
trade via, ib. 

Sandford, C. W. Asks Throop to appoint Wetmore (^ 
M. G". 235. 

Sandy Hill. Beauty, banking, law and Bntler, aft 151 
to 162; Butler leaves 165. 

Savage, Chief Justice. On Sol. Van Rensselaer 82. 

Seceders of Scotland. 15. 

Secret Correspondence. 10 to 12. 

Search Warrant 11. 

Sedgwick, Theodore. On Texas 6a 

Seldeu, Dudley. Votes aid to exiles 13i ; and agst Polk's 
pet banks 131; Flagor agst. 173; letter on V. B., Calhomi, 
&c. 226 ; Stilwell on 227 ; 231. 

Seymonr, Horatio, Vt. Votes to reject V, B. 112. 

Shannon, Wilson. His wonderful despatches and let- 
ters &y. 

Slaile, William. Votes agst. Polk's treasury pets 134. 

Slamm, Levi D. Note on reform by 15 ; Customs, ad- 
vertising to 147. 

Slavery of Color— Nkoro Bondaob. Blotted 
out by Britain 47; Polk's inaugural on .59; in Texas 63, 
64; Channing on 6.3, 66 ; Calhoun on 64, 65; Cambr«len« 
on 102: Cass on 103, 105; Young on 127, 281; Adams, 
O'Connell, Calhoun, Texas, on 272; Jackson to the blacks, 
and O'Connell on 273-1: shall black men vote? 271-5: 
Washington, Upshur, Calhoun and Jefferson on, ib; opi- 
nions on 276-7-8; free labor and 281; Wright on 281; 
(Jreeley on, in Florida 282; O'Sullivan on 294; Bancroft 
on 295 ; Beach condemns Texan 306. 

Smith, Isaac S. (BuflFalo stockjobber.) Patriotism and 
bank borrowing 90, 91. 

Smith, T. L. Objects to V. B.'s Safety Fund 92; Cod- 
dington on 208; wont be P. M. 242. 

South Carolina. Choice of Electors not by the People 
57; sufTerings by the Union 61; votes for V. Bnren as 
Preat. 112. 

Sonthwick, Solomon. Van Bnren's friend 22; he de- 
scribes V. Bnren 26 ; tried for bribery 27; set up for go- 
vernor by a trick 81 ; his removal fh)m post ofllce 81 to 
S3 • V. B. on his vote 205 ; on Canada 284. 

Speight, Jesse. On Eaton and Jackson 110. 

Speiicer. Ambrose. Agst. 6 mill bk. 27; on Clinton 
and Van Buren's course last war 48, 49 ; rebukes Butler 
166; Butler bitter agst. 167. 

Spencer, John C. Agst. 6 mill bk. 27 ; De Tocqueville 
by 99 ; for economy 190: on com. law 305. 

Spioer, GcrJ. P. W. Place-hunting 213; Wetmore on 
243. 

Starr, Chandler. Safety Fund report on, by 89> 

State Loans 126. 

Stebbins, Charles. Notioeof93,91 
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StoTcnson, Andrev. Jn Crawford minority eauenB 56 ; 
h nv .^elected for an ambassador 96 to 98 ; furioiuly at- 
t;iolced in Senate 171. 

Stilwell, Silas M. 197 ; wants a place— notice of 213 ; 
xTAutu more ])laces 220; on S. Cambreleug 226; on Sel- 
den 227 ; for U. S. Bank 241. 

Stockholders of Banks. For liability of 85 ; on do. 
86 : notions about in Georgia 229. 

Stockj.fbbinp. ai to 87 : Cambreleng 102, 142 ; 125-6 ; 
Young 128; 137,138; ^,000 cleared 1-12; Nevins ex- 
plains it 1S9 ; J. Van Bnrcn on 251 ; 254-5. 

Stranahan, Col. Farrand. Votes to expel Clinton from 
Canal Board 53 ; and as one of the immortal 17, 57 ; 
bflnk votes R7. 

Strong, George D. 248. 

Strong, J. II. Saved from ruin in state library 170. 

Strong, T. R. A bank non-receiver 94. 

SuB-TRBAsrRT. Folk and Blair denounce it 131. 110, 
142 ; thev admire and support it 1 1 ! , Hoyt and Allen 
putting it in force [by way of mockery] 139; Calhoun on 
140 : Jackson against it 141 ; for it! ! ! ; Ritchie is afraid 
of it 142 ; Walker trying it 142; Hoyt's 179 ; notice of 
182 ; Marcy, &c, on 207 ; in war 293. 

Sudam, John. Vot«s, 1824, to remove Clinton from 
Canals 53 ; and as one of the immortal 17, 57 ; letter 
and notice of 199. 

Sumner, Charle5. On negro equality 274. 

Sutherland, Dr. Joel B. 93 ; votes on pet basks 134 ; 
principal follows interest with (a letter) 182 ; notice of, 
ib. ; Cambrelcng on 233, 234. 

Sutherland, Judge Jacob. 170. 171 . 

Swartwout, Robert. On the Chemical Bank 33. 

SwARTwouT, SxvnjML. 44; agent for Burr 62; for 
Jackson 63, 64 ; embezzles revenue wholesale 133 ; in 
Bcramble for plunder 209 ; puffs Burrows 222 ; his, effort 
for fftir appraisements 223: to Woodbury for nephew 
228; part of his defEiult started Blair 233; letters on 
Texu, to Oen. Houston, Col. Thome, Breiidlove, 259 to 
261 ; his brother's toast 284. 

Talcott, Gen. S. A. Butler on 170. 

Tallmadge, D. B. For free banking 174. 

Tallmadge, General James. Elected Lieut. Governor 
57; Wright on 203. 

Tallmadge, Nathaniel P. Votes for Stevenson 98; 
111 ; on Marcy and Sub-Treasuiy 207 ; to Hoyt 267. 

Tammany $500,000 Bank. By Stephen Allen, to help 
dUirtered democrats 241. 

Taney, Roger B. How to get to be chief justice 76 , 
122 ; 123 ; 126 ; Adams's amusing vote of thanks to 135 ; 
opinion on U. S. Bank to Butler 171. 

Targee, John. Hamilton's ^200 and 205 ; 211 . 

Temple, Robert E. (Adjutant General), brother-in-law 
of S. T. Van Bnren. 20. 

Tennessee. Union Bank of, deposits in 124. 

Texas. Folk upon 59: 6l ; Channing to Clay on 63 
Van Buren's policy to 64 ; 281 ; Calhoun's course as to 
64 to 66: 143: Swartwout and 259 to 261; slavery in 
272 ; Clay on 273 : Baltimore resolve 294 ; Toung on 296 ; 
Ritchie for 301 ; Beach on and off 308-7. 

Thurston L. M. Jesse's clerk, his brother-in-law, and 
mock surety for 9200,000—194. 

Thomas, David. Tried for bribery 27. 

Thompson, Jonathan. Removed from Custom House 
by Jackson 4i ; at request of politicians 211 ; 216 ; ap- 
pointed Wasson 22a 

Throop, Enos T. On banks 89 132; notice of 207-€ ; 
211 : voted for United States Bank charter 248. 

Throop, QeoTge B. Bank votes, 1629— 9a 

Tibbitts, Elisha. Webb on 102 ; 112 ; Bennett on 222 ; 
his bank plan 232, 233. 

Tompkins, Daniel D. Opposes bank charters S6, 27. 

TonawandieL Bank of. 91. 

Townsend Robert. CrosweU on 147. 

Tradesmen's Bank, N. Y. Vote on 86 ; a treasury 
pet 124 ; Barker for 192. 

Treasury Notes. Issued by Van Buren 137. 

Truth Teller newspaper. 238. 

Tyler, Robert. Note to Mackenzie 9. 

Tyler, John. 98; national bank veto by 111; votes 
for Van Buren as envoy to England 112 ; on interfering 
with the press 215. 

Uli>hoeffer, Henry. Custom House espionage, Boggs 
too democratic, scandal retailed, Shourt the oartman, ta- 
ble talk, Westervelt, bad Whigs 264 266. 



Ulshoeffer, Michael. For bank inquiry 35 ; cunning 
186 ; frank 187 ; letter to Hoyt 190, lai. 

United States Bank. Van Bnren party, friends and 
enemies of 74 to 78 ; Monroe, Madiitou. and Marshall on 
75, 76 : Van Buren against 105 ; its claim to the deposits 
114, 115 ; Harrison's death stopped a third 121 ; treasury 
deposits and 131 to 134 ; shares unduly affected 142 ; 
Butler against the presbut one 171 : Hoyt's stock in 
185 ; Nevins the broker against 189 ; Cambreleng's war 
agiiinBt230— wanted Tibbitts's plan 232— a nationiU bank 
233 ; Webb and Noah's loan from 235 ; A. Ward on 
239 ; S. Allen and C. Livingston for it 241 ; Wright, 
Lawrence, Hoyt, &c. on 2^-8-9 ; the Dallases on 297 ^ 
Weed on 298. 

Unitod States Constitution. Its imperfections 55, 66. 

U. S. Navy. 7 ; enormous sinecure captaincies, iu;. 
149 ; Swartwout, note. 228. 

U. 8. Supreme Court. Declare U. S. Bank legal 76 ; 
too costly for the i)eople 303. 

Upshur, A. F. On Texas as a slave mart 65. 

U.sury Liiws, Young niiainst, 130 ; Burke on, 149 ; 
Flnpg and Livingston un. 17G; Cnttlne on, 177. 

Van Men, James I. Van Buren's naif-brother, sent 
to Congress, &c., 21, 22; 190. 

Van Buren, Abraham and Mary. Parentage of Mar- 
tin. 18 to 20. 

Van Buren, Abraham Jr., marries, 20. 

Van Buren, Abraham (brother of president) 190. 

Van Burxk, Joum marries, 20 ; attorney to a bank, 
85 ; might make bad banks better ! 04 ; Afarcy's mort- 
gage and message, 135-6 ; 142 ; notice of, 147-8 ; iden- 
tifies Webb, is screened hy W. T. McConn. is panner 
with J. McKown, gets $1250 for assisting at Booghton's 
trials ! 48 ; is attorney-general by caucus, lb. ; letters, 
202, 205; borrows ot IJo)-t, 244; swears and spells. 
246 ; secret hints to— buying stocks— cnrsing— borrow- 
ing— Whipple, 250; stockjobbing, 252-3; betting, 355; 
more gnmbling. 356 ; more yet, 257; borrows and specu- 
lates, 261 ; begs Jesse's aid, 262. 

Van Burbn, Martin, 7; 17; his birth, p.ircntage, 
connexions, habits, manriage, sons, 19, 30 ; licensed as 
H lawyer— takes office— political moves, 81« 23 ; in- 
trigues far banks, and becomes director of Hudson 
bank. 23, 24 ; sets up as a hard money man, 35 ; as a 
soft, 32 ; Southwick on, 26 and 363 ; on mill b'k, 37 ; 
appointed Attorney-General, 28; chosen senator for 
Columbia Co., lb. ; votes for Clinton to be President, 
39 ; interferes with the Post-Office, 30 ; swerves from 
truth as to his Bank votes, 31 ; charters the old Buffalo 
bank, 33; against a specie clause, ib.: his and Can- 
tineas bank intrigues, 34, 35 ; he puts down Bank in- 
quiry, 35 ; saves the Washington and Warren bank 
charier, votes against taxing Bank slock, and for two 
bank charters, 37, 38; his manosnvres, ib. ; for Aubiurn 
Bank, ib. ; abhors bank knavery, 42 ; the right hand 
man to Clinton, 1813, 44 ; for and against a caucus, 
ib. ; gives BIcccker office, ib : explanations of his war 
conduct, 45, 46 ; urges on Clintnu, then deserts him — 
Ambroiie Spencer on, 48,49 ; Clinton expelled from the 
Canal Board, 50 to 53 ; traduces Clinton when alive, 
lauds him when dead, 54 ; his sense of Justice, or the 
Prendergast vote, 62; on dl5trict elections, 56; his 
Crawford caucus 55 to 58; ditto 195; Catholics and 
70 ; in \J. S. Senate, 73 ; on imprisonment 72 ; on 
internal improvement, ib. ; character of. 73 ; for a U. fl. 
Bank and not for iu 75 to 78 ; pctiUons Biddle for U. S. 
branch bank, 79; Davis on, 80, 81; regulating th« 
Post-Offlce, 81 to 83; for Clay and Adams, 83; his 
safety fund, 84 to 95 ; governor, 88 ; against banks, P9 ; 
Stevenson for, 98 ; selects offices from Congress, 101 ; 
the freedom, 101 ; claims on France and, 105 ; Jack- 
son*s cabinet quarrel and 106, to 111 ; Crawford intrigue 
and, lOB ; Branch and Webb on, 109, 110 ; coes envoy 
to London, 111 ; rejected by U. S. Fenate, 113; proscrip- 
tion by, ib.; elected V. P.,]].'); on pet banks, 114 to 
126 ; to McLane on do., ISO ; electioneers, 124 ; dodges 
votes, ISO ; on bank debts, ib. ; Young for, 130 ; for 
and not for b'k restriction. 138 ; for money well mixed, 
139 ; sub-treasury and, 143 ; endorses Blair, 143 ; exam- 
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CHAPTER I. 



Dedicaium. The State Conventicm at Albany. Checks on Legislation, Con, 
ventiona prevent wars. Republics should he pacific Cheap Postage an import- 
ant Educational measure. The adder's stone. Admitusiration of Justice in the 
U.S. 

This volume, like its predecessor, the Lives of Butler and Hoyt, is respect- 
fully inscribed to the Electors of the Convention, which is to assemble in June 
next, for the revision of the Constitution of the Stale of New York. The 
unanimity with which that great measure has been supported at the polls, affords 
ground for good hope that the delegates about to be elected will be united and 
zealous in their enaeavours for perfecting those cherished Institutions, formed 
upon popular integrity and intelligence, which the array of facts in these pages, 
under the title of the Life and Times of Martin Van Buren, too clearly proves 
to have failed, in many respects,* to secure to the people the practical advant- 
ages of those equal civil and religious rights, which they nominally confer, 
under any administration. The Constitution of IS21, was, in some respects, 
like those which failed in France, the work of factions ; some of the leaders in 
each, slrivfng so to remodel the instrument as would best conduce to the great 
object in view, the attainment of power and its many advantages by themselves 
and their followers ; but I trust that it is yet reserved to the new world to con. 
vince the old, that men can continue peaceably and happily to subsist under the 
regime of rational liberty and legal equality, with equal and exalted justici* 

*Th« conmpondene« of Edmund Burke, lately poblithed, shows wimt he thmi]»1it of popular moveraenta, bo«r 
thee roust tie directed, end ^vhmt would be the fiite of the ueople nf Bn^Iaad. Ireland and Rcuftajid, if no tneo eonU 
be iliiund boUi able and willing to bear the heat and buroen of the day. The historj of Air. Van Buren and his 
unwiirthy confederatei will show, what sordid ■elfiihneaa and an anbttioa witltout patriottsin and love of Tirtoe, 
can uRJiieve, when uaiu>d with platt«ibla manners, great (lerseveranee, skill in the manaf ement of parties, iu>d the 
tact to amuse them with fal.<e issues. Mr Burke wishes to counteract this nctivitT of a few fur evil by showing 
wliat may be done by the onion of great minds for the adTanceanent of the pretterni ^»d. He says >— ^'To hrinf 
the iieu|>le to a feelmg, to such a feeling, I vwan, as tend* to amendment or alteration of system, there must be plan 
and management. Ail direction of pubHo humor and opinion most originate in a hvr. Perhaps a good deal of 
tiut humor and opinion mast- be owing to snch direction. Events supply materials ; times funrish dispoaitions ; but 
conduct alone can bring them to bear to any osefui purpose. I never yet knew an iiutance uf any genera! temper 
in the nation that might nut have been traced to some particular persona, if things are left to Chemsolves, it is njr 
ciear opinion thut a nation may slide down fair aod loOly from the highest point of grandeur and prosperity lo thm 
loweiit state of imbecility and meanness, without any one's marking a jiarticular period in this declension, without 
asking a question about it, or in the least speenhiting on any of the Innumerable acts whieh have stolen in this silent 
and insensible revulntion. Every event so prenapes the subsequent, that when it arrives it produces no surprise, nor 
any extraordinary alarm. I am certain that ii painy, great and immediate pains, are not taken to prevent it, stich 
must be ilie fate of this country.** 



'•\-lt ^QT EASIkR TO CHOOS& GOOD MBASVBIS TH4N GOOD MEN t 

disjMJ.nsed to all. " The rational foundation of all government — the origin of 
% iriglit to govern and a correlative duty to obey — ^is neither original contract, 
*ff)r6prietary right, nor prescription— it. is expediency — ^the general bezujfit of the 
Jwmmunity." 

I hear the people of the United States spoken of, by judges, legislators, ex- 
ecutives, and authors, by those in, and those in expectation of office^ as being 
wise, enlightened, and capable of acting for their own interests ; and as they 
•re empowered to choose presidents, governors, congressmen, senators, sheriffs, 
iic, their ability to discriminate, to refuse the evil and choose the good, is con- 
v'\«»diod, Tf, then, brother electors, you are capable of choosing the best men, 
Knw much more so the best measures ! Would it not be well worth the enquiry, 
whether law^ of a general character, and affecting every body, ought not to be 
subjected to the votes of the constituencies before they take effect ? Would 
not that be a more republican check on such wholesale wickedness as the life 
of Van Buren discloses in legislative halls ? The veto of a Jackson, a Tyler, 
or a Van Buren, may be right — so may that of a Bouck, a Marcy, a Porter, a 
TKrrx>o^ or a Wright — but is it not anti-republican ? The governor of this 
»t»t©, and the president of the United States have monarchical power — they can 
resist — veto — and often do resist the will of the community as expressed by a 
majority. 

In the oligarchy of Venice, the doge was only a member of a cDuncil — he 
could not oppose the will of the majority ; but under the monarchical part of 
our system, the governor or president, surrounded by power, patronage and place, 
in aid of influencing a re-election or choice of succession, can oppose a measure 
which the people may require — this opposition cannot be got rid of by the vote 
of a majority of their representatives — ^it can only be overcome by a vote of 
two to one, while the immense patronage of the courts of Washington or Albany, 
and often of both of them united for one object, is available to prevent that vote. 

I have been a close observer of the workings of legislative bodies — was long 
an active member — and have ever been a warm admirer of the representative 
system. To instruct the delegate, where the law is passed without the veto 
power of those bound to obey it, is perhaps essential, but the check is imperfect 
and inefficient. To send a representative to hear and argue and reason and 
then make up his mind, and while doing this to instruct him to vote and argue 
in this way, or that ; to oblige him to reason and vote, it may be against the 
dictates of his judgment and conscience ; to place the determination ahead of 
the discussion ; to have one set of men who do not hear the arguments, decide, 
tho' hundreds of miles distant, that which another set of men have been speci- 
ally appointed to enquire into and conclude upon, after full investigation, is 
perhaps not the best way to arrive at the truth. 

If you can select a governor, brother electors, are you not also capable of 
judging of the fitness of a bill agreed upon by your representatives, whether it 
is for the public interest that it should becon^ a law ? A few men may be, 
and as these pages will show, oflen have been corrupted, and have deeply 
wounded your feelings and trampled on your rights. The great body of the 
people are manly, pure, honest, sincere, and have but one interest — ^the public 
welfare. Consider, then, my friends, whether the veto power in legislation 
would not be safer in your hands than in those of any president or governor 
whom the efforts of party leaders, in times of excitement, may elevate to power. 
I do not say it would be, but surely this is the time for giving to the question a 
careful consideration. Such a change would effectually check hasty and im- 
provident legislation — ^there would be no need to tie the citizens of each county 
down to the choice of representatives residing in the same county as themselves 
—that question might be safely left to their own discretion. Neither need thejr 
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to be restricted from choosing an honest minister of the gospel.'" Acquaintance 
with the law of God is as safe a qualification for a republican legislator as an 
intimacy with R. H. Morris's unknown feudal usages practised at midnight on 
Pearce's household a few weeks before the defeat of Martin Van Buren, in the 
fall of 1840. The idea of submitting qnestions as to measures or rules of ac- 
tion, to the opinion of the people in their localities, is not new, but has been of- 
ten acted on. De Witt Clinton, Chancellor Kent, and the other members of the 
Council of Revision, in 1821, wished the amendments to the constitution that ' 
might be made in Convention,^ to be submitted, one by one, separately, to the 
people — and they were right. 

I look to national and state conventions, elected by an awakened people, as 
the best means of averting wars. Once I would have risked war to free Cana- 
da — now I would not risk it to gain territory anywhere. When in Canada, I 
had less time for study and reflection than within the last four years ; and al- 
tho' I dont like the cowardice that skulks in a corner, or drops on its knees, nor 
a system that aims at governing by dollars and lies, to which war is preferable, 
for there, in the groans of expiring humanity, man may learn to speak a natu- 
ral and true language ; yet would 1 do much to avoid bloodshed. Is not a duel 
a national war in miniature ? Did Aaron Burr's superior skill and practice in 
firing at a mark, by means of which he murdered Grenoral Hamilton, prove 
that he was right in sending the challenge, or that in the matter in dispute he 
had justice on his side ? Surely not. And do not national wars, afler ruining, ' 
killing, maiming, and butchering vast multitudes on both sides, usually tenni« 
nate in favor of the Aaron Burr like power which is strongest and most skilful, 
or involve other nations in the struggle, and not seldom bolster up a bad cause, 
at the expense of the quiet of the world ? Well said Horace Walpole, " I had 
rather be a worm than a vulture." 

" If I could avoid, by any sacrifice whatever, (said the Duke of Wellington on a 
memorable occasion,) even one month of civil war in the country to which I was 
attached, I would sacrifice my life in order to do it. I say that there is noth- 
ing which destroys property and prosperity, and demoralizes character, to the 
degree that civil war does ; by it the hand of man is raised against his neigh- « 
bor, against his brother and against his father ; servant betrays master, and the 
whole scene ends in confusion and disorder." And what would a war between 
two peoples speaking one language, having one common origin, believing in 
one Grod, professing the same Christianity, be, if not a civil war ? How are the- 
hundred millions of happy, benevolent, joyous creatures who will soon fill this 
country to be held together under the flag of the free ? Only by acting justly, 
honestly and faithfully towards each other, and towards the world, and '< to 
brutes resigning carnage." 

" We were the proprietors of this paper sometime before the commencement 
of the war of 1812, and were the advocates of that war, [say Gales andSeaton, 
in the National Intelligencer,] believing its declaration and prosecution neces- 
sary. We were young at the time, it is true." Now they are old, they present 
us with a picture of slaughter and devastation from which the mind recoils with 
horror. " At the conclusion of a ten years' war, how are we recompensed for the 
"death of multitudes and the expense of millions but by contemplating the sudden 
"glories of paymasters and agents, contractors and comn^issaries, whose equi- 
" pages shine like meteors, and whose palaces rise like exhalations ?" After 
Nap6leon's glorious victory at Austerlitz, Baron Larry, the emperor's friend 
and sui^eon, cut off 1400 human limbs, and then the knife fell from his ex- 
hausted hands. France had made Napoleon dictator — afler the piece of Amiens, 
the money, the armies^ the press, and the people were in his hands. He had sworn 

* I hiTe no dMira to mo ptiton of coogNfaUoas vont to lefMlatviii, 
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to be true to, and defend a republic, yet he employed all his influence to obtain 
the absolute and hereditary property of a power of which he had received but the 
temporary administration. No journalist dared to dispute his will — he annexed 
the Texas, the Canada, the Oregon, and the Mexico,* Cuba and California of 
Europe to his country — forgot right in the power of his might, and where is he, 
and where is his empire? Perhaps the Code Napoleon, soon, I trust, to be 
surpassed in utility by the codes civil, penal, and of procedure, in N. Y., is 
the proudest, best, and most enduring monument of his name. 

Who is there that now fails to acknowledge the disinterestedness, patriotism, 
sieni aemocracy, ana acuumie means of knowledge possessea oy ooi. vtih. 
Duane, the frieftd of Jefferson ? Hear his account of the war of 1812 — I quote 
the Aurora of August 17, 1816. 

"The last war may be fairly considered, as it regards every thing — but 
tiie patience, hardihood and valor, of the line and the militia — one of the worst 
conducted, the most imbecile, inconsistent, and confused in its designs, that the 
world ever saw. The system of loans was a most villainous systematic cheat, 
for which every man who was concerned, ought to be recorded in a register of 
infamy. Imposture, perhaps, never ran such an uninterrupted career as for 
seven years past in the general government and that of Pennsylvania." 

I might have begun my narrative of Van Buren's Life and Times, without 
another word of introduction. Every leaf shows that such a work is required. 
Bat there are some who say that a part of my materials were improperly ob- 
tained — ^that I have 'published papers which ought to have been kept secret — 
violated confidence reposed in me — done things not warranted by law, custom 
and the proper usages of society. Of those who say this, there may be those 
who, not knowing the whole truth, do me great injustice, as there undoubtedly 
are others who, shutting their eyes against every explanation, desire to cover 
me with obloquy, however unmerited. To the former of these two classes, I 
here present that explanation which, in my former volume or pamphlet, would 
have been partial and premature. 

One of the best educational improvements of the age, in the diffusion of a 
cheap literature, is not overlooked when this hook is presented in the lightest 
and cheapest form, to be circulated thro' the Union at small expence, by mail 
and private conveyance, as containing truths to the people of deep and lasting 
import. Honor to those bold and manly spirits in Congress who stood up for 
cheap postage, the spread of useful knowledge, the instruction of the millions! 
We pay vast sums yearly for armies and navies, fortifications and the imple- 
ments of bloodshed. Blessed be the day, see it who may, in which the diffu- 
sk)n of intelligence, with a spirit of mutual forbearance and good will, strength- 
ened by the wants of each rendering them dependant on all, shall unite man- 
kind in the bonds of universal brotherhood. Cheap postage will survive, but 
wars shall cease — ^ihe world will become " the United States," America aye 
foremost in the glorious work ; the various climates, soils, products and diversi- 

^Would not the purification of of our glorious aystam by conventions and wise reforms, be a surer rond to that 
national greatness which we seek, than the road to battle 1 Nations, like individuals, get excited, abandon a 
peaceful and prosperous commerce, and expend on war the millions which, if laid out on rail roads and canaU, 
would have been an unspeakable blessing. Just hearken for a moment to Dr. Durbon of the methodist church, or 
the battle of Waterloo : 

**The People on both sides thought themselves fighting for liberty ; the French, to retain it under a rule of their 
own choice ; the aggr^ate masses of the allies, to dethrone the man whom they considered the only barrier to 
constitutional freedom in Europe. But how unfortunate the position held by England on that day. The freemen 
of England fought to maintain the desjiotisms of the conUnent— to deprive a brave people of the free choice of their 
rulers — to restore the representative of a worn out dynasty to a throae for which he was unfit, and from which he 
had fled before the Man of the People. The Protestants of England fought to recover the powers of the Pope, to 
bring back the sway of the Jesuits. But if the masses were deceived, the leaders were not The allied sovereigns 
and the aristocracy of England knew for what they were fighting. They hoped the war of principles would end 
with the second overthrow of Napoleon. They conquered. Well might Robert Hall grieve when he heard of the 
victory which his countrymen and their allies gained at Waterloo, and say, **That battle and its resulU seemed to 
mftofut back the clock of tke world eiz degru§»^* 
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fied seasons, each contributing their part of the means of comfort, content and 
felicity to a renovated millenial world, in which " the harsh dull drum shall 
cease, and man be happy yet." 

Like the word of Grod, against which it has been wickedly objected that there 
are many indecent relations in it, there are none in this book that have not been 
necessary for their exposure and the execration of wickedness ; and by theif 
merited punishment in the contempt and indignation of the public, a due cor- 
rection will be administered, 05" like thb records of the divine warnings, 

0:5- OR JUDGMENTS AGAINST SINNERS, EVER CONNECTED WITH THE 

(^ ACCOUNT OF THEIR SINS. The sun is not to be blamed as the au- 
mor oi mai stencil wliicii arises when he »nines Upon putrid 5ut>5t&nccG. 'Vt:^ 
surgeon is forgiven the wounds of a necessary amputation. The sickness from, 
medicines is a happy token of returning health. 

If there is a sense of real religion remaining with any one among those that 
are here exposed, amidst the profession that has been made by some, public in- 
dignation, the law of God, call for sackcloth and ashes, repentance and restitu- 
tution. Let such a penitent as Benjamin F. Butler imitate Zaccheus the 
publican, the patron saint of custom-house officers, and say " Behold Lord, the 
half of my goods I give unto the poor; and if I have taken any thing from, any 
man by false accusation, 1 restore him fourfold !" 

The greatest of all modern political writers has wittily observed, with respect 
to an important measure brought into the British Parliament by the present head 
of the ministry of that nation, that, as the poison of the serpent is said to be 
counteracted by a stone that grows in its head, so the corruptions of that gov- 
ernment have received a salutary check and shall eventually be destroyed by 
the operation of that bill which compelled the Bank of England to return to 
specie payments, the work of one whose family and himself have risen into 
power and consequence by the operation of the fictitious paper-money system of 
1812, of which he has been the unconscious instrument of destruction, in the 
hope, as some say, of giving it strength. 

The sagacious Scots have gone yet a little further in their ideas concerning 
the counteraction of poisons. It is a traditional belief among them, that, at 
certain times, all the adders of the moors, assemble to form, from their slime, 
an incrustation called an " adder's stone," which receives its crowning beauty 
from the king of the adders passing through it and leaving on it the trace of all 
his shining glories. Happy is the shepherd, that at a safe distance beholding 
the operation, waits till all is finished, and then courageously steps in and 
secures the prize. He is henceforth held in the highest respect, as possessing 
an infallible antidote against a deadly poison. But he does not gain the prize 
Without considerable risk, being pursued by all the venomous brood, and obliged 
cO seek his safety in flight. If he does not throw some one of his garments to the 
adders, to occupy their attention and divert their rage, they cease not their pur- 
suit till they recover their lost treasure, or obtain the body of their plunderer. 

Thro' zeal for social and political reform and improvement, I have been in- 
volved for the last eight years, in difficulties too well known to need recapitula- 
tion — but would rather endure adversity than enjoy the unmerited honors which 
traitors to liberty may now be wearing. During an involuntary exile, I made 
this land my residence, and being acquainted in a good degree with its early 
history and the excellence of its political institutions, it grieved me to find that 
complaints not less general than just and true, had been made against their ad- 
ministration. That to which my attention was turned when a stranger, could 
not fail still to attract it, according to my love of freedom and desire to promote 
the common welfare, when I became a citizen. When this second book, as the 
fruit of my labon, is before the public^ it will be aduiawledged that I hav%iM^ 
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been altogether unsuecessful in my attempts to expose abuses and the authors^ 
in the hope that the people's representatives in Convention will discover and ap. 
ply a remedy. While in the employment of the state in the Custom House of 
New York, I obtained possession in a way the most honorable, as all must ac- 
knowledge, with pure motives, and by means the most innocent, of that which, I 
trust, will prove an adder's stone. 

But the serpents that were employed in its formation, with more pertinacity 
than the adders of my native moors, have not been content with the cloak that 
I threw to them, the necessary covering of a former work. It was to be expect- 
ed that the whole brood would hiss and rage, as they had not raged and hissed 
for many a day before ; yet I scarcely thought that one of them would have 
ventured to follow me, even into the sanctuary of American justice, the high 
court of equity — but, from some recent decisions there, many seem to expect 
that I shall be given up to the chilling, slimy folds of the reptile tribe, to share 
the fate of another Laocoon, who was strangled before the altar by serpents, while 
warning the Trojans against the wiles of the Greeks. 

Electors of Delegates to a free Convention, the proceedings of which may 
deeply affect the welfare of the world, what an important trust yours is I That 
the fountains of justice are corrupted, that reform is wanted, all admit. " It is 
time (says the Courier and Enquirer) for the community to take this matter in 
hand." " Judging from the history of various parts of the country for some 
years past (continues Col. Webb) it is our opinion that with $20,000 a man 
might commit any half dozen crimes that can be named, short of murder, and 
even that, if he happen to have pretty influential friends, and to be within reach 
of pretty convenient judges." " True, every word of it, (says the Herald.) 
The list of criminals who have escaped by means of wealth and influence dur- 
ing the last six years, would astonish every body. What has become of the 
Virginia professor ? Where is Levis the forger ? Where is Dabney ? Robin- 
son, Jewell, White, all escaped." " Men who are opposed to the banking in- 
terest (says O'Sullivan, the new made Regent of the University,) may indeed be 
elected to congress, or to a state legislature, but seldom without a severe strug- 
gle ; and, after they are elected, they are exposed to dangers of corruption, as 
great as any the members of the British Parliament were exposed to in the days 
of Sir Robert Walpole. In the courts of justice they have perhaps a more de- 
cided ascendancy than in the legislative halls ; for most of the judges are mem- 
bers of this privileged order ; and the governors of many slates are mere in- 
struments for the promotion of their purposes." The Globe, while Van Biiren's 
organ, spake of " judges, who in too many instances, show that the boasted in- 
dependence of the judiciary is only an independence of common sense and com- 
mon justice." Polly Bodine was accused of a murder the most foul — her friends 
were wealthy — she had a first trial and a second — a third was set on foot, and 
because some judge or other had " Icud down a rule in Burr's case," 40 years 
since, 6000 tradesmen were taken from their avocations, a heavy expense en* 
tailed on the county of N. Y., and the case put off by Judge Edmonds, thus 
wearying out witnesses and mocking at right, on the plea that among these 6,000 
men, twelve could not be found vvho were not unduly biased and unfit to try the 
cause upon their oaths ! Is it not time that scenes like this, discreditable to the 
age and to our institutions, should cease ? If the law is a science, it is capable 
of being scientifically and practically arranged ; and if it is not, the freedom of 
our institutions is an idle dream. Corrupt the fountains of justice to any peo- 
ple, and what need they care for forms of Government ? 

It is threescore years since Jefferson wrote " The times will alter — our rulers 
will become corrupt— our people careless. The time for fixing every essential 
right oa a legal iM«iS| is wlule our rulers are honest and ourselves united. From 
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the close of this (the old) war we shall be going down hill. It will not be ne-, 
cessary to resort every moment to the people for support — they will be forgotten, 
therefore, and their rights disregarded." Is it not so now ? The woe, wretch* 
edness, insolvency, pnverty, pain and anguish, of hundreds of thousands of our ^ 
fellow citizens and their families, whom the gamblino; spirit of the age has ruin- 
ed within the last seven years, is a warning voice, telling the democracy to come 
to the rescue of all that is valuable in their loved institutions. Far spread must 
be that demoralization which in a land of abundant natural resources could ex- 
hibit in one city and district, one hundred and twenty millions of dollars, the 
debts of insolvents and bankrupts, blotted out as it were with a sponge. This 
volume describes Van Buren and his band, the great first cause of this accumu- 
lated misery — it appeals to facts — it unveils the past. To your wisdom and 
unanimity it is that the generous and the just must look for a remedy, in the coun* 
cils of the delegates of a moral, virtuous and enlightened community. 

Could the people of N. Y. state have read the insulting commentaries of the 
admirers of European systems on the Somers tragedy, and the unusual features 
developed in the evidence given before a court martial, in presence of which a 
captain of the U. S. Navy, hesitated not to avow, that when about to launch 
three of his fellow men into eternity without that trial of their alledged offences 
which our laws seem to guaranty, he had told one of them "that for those who 
had money and friends in America there was no punishment for the worst of 
crimes " — could they have seen the deep and severe regret everywhere display- 
ed by the friends of progress abroad, while perusing details which indicated a 
condition of society less favorable than they had fondly hoped could exist here, 
they would rejoice at witnessing, as they have, the vast majority who united to 
rebuke Van Buren's douhts by calling together the convention of 1846. That 
body will, I trust, lay its heavy hand on the knaves mentioned by Jefferson, who 
"set out with stealing the people's good opinion, and then steal from them the 
right of withdrawing it, hy contriving laws and associations against the power of 
the people themselves." 

The letters of Van Buren, father and son— of Butler, husband and wife— of 
the Livingstons, Hoyts, Aliens, Lawrence, Cambreleng and many others, cannot 
fail to be read with profit. I would fain hope they may prove an adder's stone 
in this community, aiding somewhat in preventing the baneful influence of Van 
Burenism from continuing to overshadow the state and union, thro' its special 
organization of all that is cunning, pharasaical, greedy and heartless in this 
Republic. 



CHAPTER II 



Matthew Henry and Samuel Young on the duty of citizens and christians in dis- 
covering secret wickedness. The author^ s position, Robert Tyler. Governor 
Van Ness, The Van Buren, Hoyt and Butler Correspondence. Proceedings 
about iU Steps taken by Messrs. Van Ness, Bogardus, Goldson, Coryell and 

j others. Copies shown to the President of the If. S. and Secretary Walker. 

f Action of the Government. Van Ness loses, Coddington misses, and Lawrence 
gains a Lucrative Office. Polkas Bank Committee of 1834, Recorder Mor- 
ris on the Bench and in the Post Office. Secretary Forward and the 11 Mea- 
surers. Ingham Coryell persecuted for daring to be honest. Disreputable con- 
duct of S. P. Goldson^ 

Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Bible is a work of sterling merit — full 
of interesting and useful information, and of fine thoughts clothed in language 
which lias the eloquenoe of simplioity and truth to ieo<>mxfisa^*\X.% 
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In the 59th chapter and 4th verse of Isaiah, we find the text — " None calleth 
for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth " — and Mr. Henry has made an excellent 
comment on it, and so applicable to the course 1 have taken with Mr. Van Buren 
and his associates in public life, thro' this and former publications, that I copy 
it, as follows : 

" No methods are taken to redress grievances and reform abuses ; none calls 
"for justice, none complains of the violations of the sacred laws of justice, nor 
" seeks to right those that suffer wrong or to get the laws put in execution against 
" vice and profaneness, and those lewd practices which are the shame, and 
" threaten to be the bane of the nation. When justice is not done, there is blame 
" to be laid not only upon the magistrates that should administer justice, but 
"UPON THE PEOPLiS THAT JSHOULU CALL FOR IT; PRIVATK 
"PERSONS OUGHT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE PUBLIC GOOD BY 
"DISCOVERING SECRET WICKEDNESS AND GIVING THOSE AN 
"OPPORTUNITY TO PUNISH IT THAT HAVE IT IN THE POWER 
"OF THEIR HANDS ; hut it is ill with a State when princes rule ill, and 
*{ the people love to have it so. Truth is opposed, and there is not any that pleads 
" for it, not any that has the conscience and courage to appear in defence of an 
** Tumest cause, and confront a prosperous fraud and wrong." 

My lives of Hoyt and Butler, had, I believe, an immense circulation — and I 
find them referred to, now and then, in the Senate of N. Y. Yet is it not mor- 
tifying to see how much more astonishment is there expressed that I should 
have published such statements as are in that book, than that such state- 
ments could be published ? 

Col. Samuel Young, in reply to a reference to my book, by Mr, Wright, 
Feb. 4th, 1846, spoke of it as " a book surreptitiously obtained and surrepti- 
tiously printed, and which he (Wright) now thinks it honorable to quote from, 
for the purpose of injuring such a man as Benj. F. Butler." The Colonel's 
code of morals were not quite so much Butlerized in 1825. He had then no 
desire to screen successful knavery and honor the delinquents. 

During the discussion of the state road bill, that year, (I quote the Alb'y D'y 
Advertiser,) General Root censured the Canal Commissioners, and hinted that 
the people's money had been squandered on their favorites. Col. Young replied, 
that •* if the General knew of any dishonest conduct on the part of the Com- 
missioners, and kept it a secret, HE WAS A TRAITOR TO THE PUBLIC 
FOR NOT HAVING EXPOSED THEM TO THE WORLD." The Gen- 
eral's rejoinder was very appropriate, but my object, in referring to these con- 
versations now, is to show how anxious Samuel Young is in 1846, to uphold the 
dishonest president of Jacob Barker's Sandy Hill bank, and to censure me for 
' having followed his excellent advice to Erastus Root in 1825. 

I now proceed to show, that the book which has given so much uneasiness to 
bad politicians, was neither surreptitiously obtained nor surreptitiously printed. 
The materials came into my hands, with the consent of Mr. Van Ness, Collec- 
tor of the port of New York, Mr. Bogardus, his Assistant Collector, Mr. Gold- 
son, his Keeper of the Records, Mr. Walker, Secretary of the Treasury, and 
Mr. Polk, President of the United States. The importance of the subject will 
justify me in publishing, at this stage of the proceedings, a clear and distinct nar- 
rative of the main facts. 

In 1842 and 1843 I was actuary or agent for the corporation known as the 
Mechanics' Institute, City Hall, New York, where my services received an un- 
animous vote of thanks. 1 might have continued, with the approbation of all 
parties, but resigned in the fall of 1843. Certain leading citizens of foreign 
birth applied to Mr. Robert Tyler, son of the then President, to provide me with 
a situation in the custom bouse-^this tbey did without my knowledge orsugges- 
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tion. Mr. Tyler being at Howard's hotel, sent Mr. Sweeny of Philadelphia to 
ask me to call upon him. I did so, and he enquired whether I would accept an 
Inspector's place .($1 100 a year.) My reply was that I would. Next day he 
told me to wait on Collector Curtis, who would place me in office, and I did so, 
accompanied by a director of the Institute. Mr. Curtis was very polite — said 
I would have the place, but that the warrant or papers had to goto Mr. Spencer 
at Washington. Difficulties were raised afterwards, arising out of my very 
peculiar position with reference to England, but I believe the President and his 
sons were sincere in their wish to oblige my friends. The following note is a 
proof of that : 

<' W. L. Mackenzie, Esq. — My Dear Sir : I have just had an opportunity to 
«* read your letter of the 22d April. I am always glad to hear from you, al- 
" tho' 1 find it impossible to be a very punctual correspondent. Colonel Graham 
" [then P. M.] is expected here to day, and I shall urge your appointment upon 
" him. If any accident should detain him iu N. Y., take this letter to him, and 
" tell him from me, that there is no man in New York I had rather see him 
" provide for by an appointment in the city post office than Wm. L. Mackenzie. 
" My own feelings would be highly gratified at your success. Very truly yours, 
« Philadelphia, April 2Sth. Robert Tylek." 

Altho' the note was of no use, the kindness of heart displayed by the youth- 
ful writer, to a person who was poor and an exile, and had no political influence 
or weight, was very gratifying indeed — and when Mr. Van Ness became col- 
lector, I was nominated as an inspector, but, as Mr. Spencer had objected, his suc- 
cessor took the same view — and on reflection, I cannot venture to assert that it 
was not the more discreet course. I was then placed in the Record office, which 
had that name given it in burlesque, I presume, for it was the most confused col- 
lection of papers on a mammoth scale I had ever beheld during the half century 
of my existence, nor did I hesitate to write a note to the collector in which t 
frankly told him so. 

In 1840, Mr. Van Ness wrote me from Burlington, Vermont, a very compli- 
mentary letter with reference to a newspaper I was then publishing at Roches- 
ter. He wrote a second from N. York, and enclosed a year's subscription. 
Being requested by the President's brother-in-law, and son (with his father's 
approbation,) he showed no unwillingness to give me a situation. For some 9 
or 10 months, three clerks were employed in beginning to arrange the Records^ 
of whom I was one ; and as I found many remarkable documents fjrom time to 
time which were no records, I copied whatever of such interested or amused 
me. Six months before I left, Webber, the chief clerk, had privately informed 
the authorities that I was copying papers; and in March, 1845, I drew Mr. Bo- 
gardus's attention to some of Hoyt's and his correspondents' stray productions, 
by sending or giving them to him. I also asked Henry Ogden, the old cashier, 
to mention to Mr. Hoyt that many curious papers of his were turning up. Mr. 
Ogden said that he had told him this twice, but that Hoyt replied that he had 
left nothing that he cared for. 

When particular papers or books \vere wanted, we had some 200 or 300 
trunks to search, all of them the property of the United States, and some of them 
open, others locked — some with keys and some without — some with an assort- 
ment of all things, pious and impious, official and unofficial, from 1789 to 1844, 
and others exhibiting some efforts to attain method and order. I said then, and 
I now repeat, that the confusion visible everywhere was in keeping with the ac- 
counts of Hoyt and Swartwout — ^it could not have been the result of accident. 

I must speak plain-^how could it be avoided ? " To reform and not chastise 
would be impossible — the wisest precepts would be of little use unless fhere 
were examples to enforce them. To attack yicen in the abstract without aim- 
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xng at persons, would be safe fighting indeed, but it would be fighting with 
sluidows." " 

Mr. Bogardus, with consent of the Treasury, had thousands of pigeon holes 
made, to hold papers as fast as we could sort and arrange them. He gave his 
orders to §amuel P. Goldson, a political friend whom he had introduced from 
the 8th ward, as the keeper — they were very intimate, and Groldson considering 
Bogardus as his patron, did nothing without consulting him. On the l5th of 
May, Goldson told me that Bogardus had ordered him to break open, examine 
the contents and remove to garret, the Custom House Trunk marked * J. & L. 
Hoyt's Law Papers.' I suggested to him, Mr. Coryell, the other clerk, being 
present, not to break it open, but to let the men carry it to the garret, for we had 
the carpenters at work, and many loose papers. He replied that his orders 
were positive — ^took a large screw driver, called Mr. Stansbury, a carpenter to 
help him, and they broke the screw driver twice, but opened the box. I had 
had an idea that the papers of all Hoyt's remarkable custom house law suits 
with the merchants were in that box, the contents of which were immediately 
thrown upon the floor among other miscellaneous documents, and afterwards 
carried in baskets to the attic. That box contained a part of the letters of the 
Van Burens and Benj. Butler, but it is evident from Hoyt's affidavit to the chan- 
cery bill, that he knew very little about it. The box was not Hoyt's — Hoyt 
was on record as having embezzled $220,000 — the papers were in possession 
of the government, but not being official, for the words * Law Papers' were a 
blind, we might have burnt them or swept them out. He had told Ogden he 
didn't want them, or to that eflect ; and if he had wanted them, I should have 
done my best to thwart him after I ascertained their character. I knew that 
Goldson would tell Bogardus instantly what sort of law papers we had got at, 
if indeed he did not know before he ordered the box to be opene^l and examined, 
aid it is presumed he did not, for, as he says in his letter, the box was doubtless 
ordered to be opened as many others had been, that we might look in it for some 
important papers then required by the authorities, for which we had vainly 
sought elsewhere. 

In presence of Ingham Coryell, and with the full and entire approval of 
Groldson, the keeper, I began to copy as many of these papers as were of a public 
character and fit for the public eye ; and as a gentleman whom I had known 
for many years, and who had held lucrative and important trusts under the U. 
S., was about to leave for Washington, I called on him, shewed him the copies 
I had taken, gave him many duplicates, and requested him first to show them 
to Mr. Van Ness, and then carry them to Washington, and let the President 
see them, as they concerned the public welfare. Another of the clerks appears 
to have informed him about them, and desired him to tell the Collector that I 
was copying them, with the keeper's consent ; and that altho' he had remon- 
« strated, I was also allowed to take such of them away to be copied as I thought 
fit. The Collector was very fully informed on these points by this gentleman, 
and sent for me, but was engaged when I called. About this time I was told 
privately and also saw the notice in the Morning News, that President Polk 
had promised General Dix that Coddington, being recommended by him, Cam- 
breleng, Butler, Van Buren, and the rest of the faithful, was to have the Col- 
lectorship, and that Governor Van Ness, who had tried hard to elect Mr. Polk, 
was to be thrown overboard without ceremony. I told the gentleman who car- 
ried the papers to Washington, to mention to Mr. Polk where they were from,* 

♦Mr. Polk's committee to search the U. S. Bank, 1834, F. Thomof, Chairman, demanded of the bank the private 
l«tters of members of congreu to the bank president, or any bank oflScer, and all unanswered letters from M. C*s. 
during the previous two years, whether about a new charter or the private transactions of such M. C's, with the 
bank— and tho* not a secret committee, they demanded the books of the bank, not merely to inspect them, but to 
.i« M ia ■Ml«^ takiiv thtm oat of tlii iMiidi of tlM diitetofa, aod they uMited iMr ri^^ 
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and how, and requested that there should be no ooncealment as to what I was 
doing — and he did so. 

Mr. Hoyt has had hosts of witnesses before three successive city grand juries 
to get me indicted on account of these documents — but in vain. We shall see 
whether I merited the abuse and slanders that have been heaped upon me. I 
think not. I did everything fairly and above board, and even sacrificed the 
petty office I held, with my income, time and means, and also borrowed money, 
that I might be enabled to lay useful truths before the people previous to the 
era of a convention. A mercenary soul, situated as I was, would only have 
considered how much money he could alarm the guilty hypocrites into paying 
for the destruction of the evidences of their shame and dishonor, thus placed 
within his control. 

On the 1st or 2nd of June, I received the following note from the gentleman 
to whom I had given many copies to be shewn to the President. It was franked 
** Comptroller's Office, J. W. M'CuUoh," and had the Washington postmark of 
the 31st of May. 

" Washington, 30th May, 1845. My dear sir ; I received your letter ex* 
" planatory of the reference in one of J. V's [ John V. Buren's] letters to Hoyt, 
" and thank you for the information it gives. The discovery of these letters 
" seems to be providential, AND IS DULY APPRECIATED IN THE RIGHT 
" QUARTER. All will go well. I will be glad "to hear from you, and on any 
" occasion, in which I can serve you, write to me without reserve. You will 
" find me ready to render you any aid in my power. Yours Truly." 

pleased. They actually iuaed their general wtmmt to (uwipel the production of all the letter* that had been 
written to the bank or on private or public buBinen with it, fur themselves and others, within two years, intendiOji; 
to search the same with the view of instituting a criminal prosecution against the writers or receivers. All this 
Mr. Polk approved of— yet even the chancellur will compel no man to produce his books and papers in order that 
it may be seen whether they furnish evidence on which to ground a criminal prosecution. ** It is a compuUory 
process,** said Mr. Everett, late minister to England, " to compel the good people of the U. S.to produce their books 
and papers, and submit them to general search in proof of crimes, not clmrged but suspected ; to be enforced bv 
attachment, imprisonment, and infinite distress ; a search of books, a search of letters, and an examination on oats 
of the persons implicated, touching the matters whereof they are suspected. In what does such a warrant diffar 
from those issued under the 1st Charles and the 2ud James, for which, among other things, Scroggs was im- 
peached 1" 

Recorder Morris, now P. M. of N. Y., selected by Mr. Polk and his cabinet on account of bis principles from 
among 400,000 citizens, held that the end justified the means in the case of Glentworth ; descended from the bench 
of his criminal court, joined the mayor, and the two started off to the quiet dwelling of a private citizen after tho 
midnight hour— told him he had in his possession a sealed package of papers the property of a party then absent — 
and compelled him to give it up under a tlireat that they would then search his bed rooms, study, closets, chests 
and drawers, and take it by force. They had no warrant — no oath, general ur special — no sheriff was present, nor 
a deputy-^no not even a constiible. Pierce was not sworn as to his knowledge of the contents of the packet, or 
asked whether it contained the evidence of Glentworth*s guilt. Judge Morris' real object was to find aid towards 
the election of his party leader. Van Buren — his immediate purpose was to prove the probable guilt of persons 
against whom no charge whatever hud come before him as a judge, by means of papers wnich even District Attor- 
ney Whiting and IV F. Butler had not chosen to keep when they had wem ; these papers, too, the property of a man 
whom their f:iend Judge Edmonds had privately warned to go away, after he had taken them home aad perused 
them. 

Messrs. ISIorris and Varian said that they did all this officially ; and when Governor Seward asked Morris what 
authority he had for his midnight march to Pearce's, he replied that much of the Common Law in force here had 
never been printed any where ; that Lawyers knew the unwritten parts of the law ; and that these parts would be 
found to sanction his expedition to Pierce's after private papers. Attorney General Hall flatly denied that the folks 
of New York live under a code of unknown laws, never yet set in type, or written with a pen.* '* The extraordinary 
doctrine of the Recorder, (said he) that some portions of the Common Law have never been reduced to writing. 



and are nut to be found in any book, is equally novel and untenable. Lord Camden says, "the names and rights 
of public magistrates, their power and forms of proceeding, as they are settled by law, have been long since written, 
und are to be found in books and records." If Mr. Morris is right, common law is like dog law. Pompey offends 



me and gets whipt. He remembers the whipping and avoids the ofience. A man does a meritorious act — is brought 
before Judpe Morris and punished for it, by virtue of laws, which Morris tells him that nobody but Lawyers ever 
heard of and which many of them declare to have no existence. If judges and lawyers cannot agree as to whether, 
in 1845. the laws of N. Y. state are or are not written, how then can they agree as to what the laws are 1 Yet this 
is the man whom President Polk has selected to take care that the seals of the letters of the people nf N. Y. and 
their correspondents be not vi:>lated for political or partv purposes ! Is it not in character with his maiden choice 
ol B. F. Butler 1 If 40 British ministers have stooped to the petty larceny policy of the administration of a 
Fnurh^, confounding principle with precedent, and moral law with legal custom — if all the 40, including Peel, 
Wellington, Canning, Goderich, Melbourne, Palmerston, Russell, Graham, and Aberdeen, and all the lord lieutenants 
of Ireland, have, each in his turn, caused letters passing thro* the postoffice to be secretly opened, read, and reseuled 
by steolth, with countes-feit seals — and they do not deny it— what may not be expected from us convenient a post- 
master as Morris, who adheres to a code o'f law unknown to his countrymen, including it is presumed the British 
practice to which I have had reference 1 In the case of Hoyt, the documents were in government boxes, and Hoyt 
an embeuler of the revenue, who had escaped the penalty of the sob-treasury act by a quibble— tbey were mixed 
up with hundreds of tons of offiMal reeonl»-were unsealed, hideeen^ onbWDominf, aad left in the eastern boas* 
because too polluted to rater a private man^n. 
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When I afterwards saw the writer, he informed me that Mr. Polk had perused 
the letters, and been informed where and in what manner they were found ; and 
that the effect they produced on his mind was such as to induce him to depart 
from his original purpose as expressed to General Dix. He said that he would 
not give the office to Mr. Coddington, but would appoint a man of his own. I 
have seen a pretty accurate statement of this interview in the National Intelli- 
gencer, written by its N. Y. correspondent, M. L. Davis, who did not get any 
of his facts from me. Ritchie did not contradict Davis's statement, nor make 
any remarks upon it. I sometimes think that it was by way of an offset to these 
anti-Van Buren movements in May and June, that The Union abused me so out- 
rageously when my book appeared last September. 

Horace Walpole repeats a saying of his father, Sir Robert, "that but few 
men should ever be Ministers, for it lets them see too much of the badness of 
mankind." Mr. Van Ness was, I thought, a kind-hearted man, and all the Ver- 
raonters I had met with, spoke well of him, after he had been their governor. 
I would have been glad, if he had kept his ground, but he was less fitted to deal 
with the host of crafty place hunters who surrounded him than Lawrence, whose 
cold, phlegmatic, calculating temperament, and mind turned toward stockjob- 
bing and lucre, will remain undisturbed, where Van Ness would almost shed 
tears of pity. I have been in the anti-chambers of Kings and Governors — and 
have witnessed the levees of the Colonial Rulers of forty colonies, in Downing 
street, but nevei^on earth saw anything so formidable, yet humiliating to human 
nature, in the way of besieging power for place, as in the Custom House of N. Y. 

On the 3rd of June last, a friend wrote me in confidence from Washington, 
that Van Ness was superceded, and Lawrence, the choice of the President, and 
I wrote my resignation the same day and sent it in. The Collector sent for me 
twice that month, and bade me stay on account of my straitened circumstances 
and large family. I declined, my mind being fully made up that I had a duty ^ 
to perform, effectually to uncloak the knaves who figure in part of this corres- 
pondence. Nor was it any great sacrifice, for I had the smallest income of any 
clerk in the C. H. Webber and Everett were removed for their political opin- 
ions, with about ten minutes' official notice, and I was ordered to instruct Gold. 
son and Coryell, their successors, in their duties, which I did. We had pre- 
cisely the same work to do, yet I was paid $200 less than the one, and $300 
less than the other. The treasury regulation seems to be purely political, and 
Committees of Congress, named by their party Speakers, are altogether a delu- 
sion. Seventeen men, called Measurers, get $1500 a year each, for doing worse 
than nothing. Secretary Forward proposed to abolish them, but his whig cabinet 
was air built, and it soon vanished. The N. Y. Custom House is the most pow- 
erful piece of political machinery for neutralizing opinion and controlling elec- 
tions, to suit the fev^i that I ever saw or heard of in any country. De Witt 
Clinton's celebrated warning on that head, is indeed a truth. 

It is a curious fact that neither Bogardus nor Collector Van Ness, ever spoke 
a word to me about the Hoyt correspondence while I was in office. During 
every spare moment, from the 15th of May till July 1st, I copied from these 
relics of Van Burenism, at my desk and dwelling house, with the keeper's ap- 
probation, and, as it appears, that of his superiors also, whom he and Coryell 
had carefully and properly consulted. Had they objected, I must have desist- 
ed. The power of dismissal or censure remained in Messrs. Polk, Walker, 
and Van Ness, or either of them, but no one said a word. They doubtless 
knew that it would have been highly criminal to conceal such unequivocal 
proofs of turpitude from an abused people. Mr. Walker examined the letters 
with great care, and both he and the President were glad that so much con- 
cealed villainy had come to light, ^o far from being displeased, President Polk 
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promptly acted on my information, being justly indignant at Coddington's at- 
tempt to head General Jackson, as shewn in page 214, No. 179 of correspond 
dence.* 



*TaIk of violatinf private confidence ! It was in proseeation of mv public duties to the state that providence 
furnished me with such full raeuns for the exposure orbits enemief. 'While **Salus populi, supreina lex," reroaiu 
the law of God and man, % rule to regulate our conduct towards onmeighborm and the practice accordini; to whicli 
has been approved by posterity in the case of every blessed reformer who has left his toil on earth for his reward 
in heaven, what could I bave been, but one of the worst of traitors, if I had spared those enemies that were delivered 
into my hands 1 

Let then Jesse Hoyt, the tool of these plotters, let their hirelingi the poor newspaper hacks. Ritchie and Heiss of 
the (Jnion, Blair and Kives of the Globe, Noah uf the Sun, Bennett of the Herald. O'Sullivan of the News, French 
k Cassidy of the Atlas, Croswell of the Ar^us, the Solomons of the two Posts, here and in Boston, the Troy Bud- 

St, and Senator Mack, with other moie obscure dradget, the bearers of official burthens, on whose galled sh<iulden 
eir masters have often ridden into power over the necks of a betrayed and insulted jieople ; let them all rejoice in 
the partial victory which they have obtained, thro* W. T. McCoon, in hindering the circulation of my former book 
for a time. Let the sacrifices which they have already made in the temple of mammon suifice, in getting a neigh- 
bour, in some cases, to burn a copy fur which he may have paid, but retaining their own like the nesh which the 
heathens took from the altars of their gods to sell in the shamblM. Let every covetous christian purchase it and 
every jew, as hallowed at that shrine where they all mutually and lovingly worship every Saturday and Sabbath. 

The fear of losing his office, when Lawrence came in, roust have been the motive that induced Goldson to tell, 
and persist in a falsehood, in this mattet. When I had stated in the Tribune how I came by the letters, GoUsoa 
replied as follows : 

" Mr. Mackenzie says :— * With the consent of Mr. Goldson, the keeper, I publicly copied, whenever I had spat* 
*' time, such of those letters as I thoio^fat the public ought to see (omitting private passages,) and (as Mr. Goldson and 
*' Mr. Curyell will no doubt testify, itcMled on by the Court of Chancery) I took home (with the keeper's consent) 
'* various letters, to copy them in the eveolngs. This course continued for neariy a montli from May 15.' To tbi« 
'* statement, and every part of it, I give an unqualified denial. He never isked my consent, if he cojiied the uapen 
" referred to ' publicly,^ as he says, it was without my knowledgp. If he took them home, it was without my know- 
pledge" 

As reference was made by Goldson to the third clerk, Coryell, I also appealed to him, and here is his answer, 
dated Nov. 12. 1845. 

*' W. L. Mackenzie, Esq.— Sir : In reply to yours of to-day, I feel bound, under the circumstances, to say that I 
•'have read in the TrtfiuM your statement and Mr Goldsun's reply, and THAT UPON THE UNPLEASANT 
" ISSUE THUS MADE BETWEEN YOU. YOU ABE CORRECT. Resp'y yours. INGHAM CORYELL." 

Mr. Coryell b well connected, and came to N. Y. highly recommended by the governor and many leading men 
of the democratic party in Pennsvlvania. Goldson, on the 14th, wrote in the Tribune, " I rejieut that the statement 
of Mackenzie is in every particular fitlse-»false both in iact and spirit." Rumor has it that he swore to tiie same 
effect before several grand juries. Again, on the 18th, Goldson wrote, that " certain gov't pa|>er8 wore wanting, 
** and the keys to sundry gov't cases and boxes, in which it was supposed they were deposited, were lost. Mr. 
" Bogardus ordered these gov't boxes and cases broken open and the papers arranged. One of them was found to 
" contain hundreds of letters addressed to Mr. Hoyt." lie goes on to say, that he got a new lock and key ; and 
that, with his consent, neither Coryell nor myself opened that box afterwards ; but if this had been true a part qT 
tbese remarkable disclosures had never appeared. 

As Goldson and Corvell are both retained by Lawrence in the same department, to this hour, with the consent of 
Mr. Polk and Mr. Walker, 1 copy CoryelPa statement of Nov. SSth, from the Tribune, as follows : 

** Mackenzie, Goldson and I were the only clerks in the room ; Goldson was the senior and gave Mackenzie per- 
mission to copy the letters ; / believed^ but did not knov, that k» intended to publish them, and told Goldson that be 
did wrong in giving him the permission. Instead of aiding him to copy them, as Goldson charges, I, through a 
friend, told the Collector that Mr. Mackenzie was taking copies, and that he, the Collector, ought to enciuire into 
the matter. Mr. Van Ness sent Mr Bogardus, who is the personal fViend of Mr. Goldson. to make the inquirv. 
He did hiquire, and he re^iorted that it was all right; and so iar from fearing that he would lose his place for 
permitting hini to copy the letters. Goldson, ailer he knew that Mackenzie was about to leave the office, excused 
him from other duties, that he might make extracts firom papers in the office, which Blnckeuzie has used in his book. 
I reier to the published letters of Mr. Van Nesa and Mr Bogardus, to prove that my statement as to them is true, 
and knowing these facts to be so, Goldson now 5ays that he could not but know that he. should lose his place, Air 
livelihood, and alieniate every friend he possessed by the conduct charged upon him. Now I re|)ly that he did not 
then think so ; Mr Van Ness and Mr. Bogurdus were then his friends, they knew that he wss the senior clerk in 
charge of the pa|>ers ; they knew that Mackenzie mtos copying these letters with Ooldson's jiermission or connivonoe, 
and took no steps to prevent it, and Ooltlson knew this." 

On seeing this. Bogardusgave Coryell the lie in the most plain terms, in the Tribune of thedPth of Nov.— saving 
that his statement was '* an unblushing and nmlicious ftlsehood." Messrs. Polk, Lawrence and Walker continue 
to avail tliemselves of his services also ! ! 

But the calm and intrepid youth kept his ground ably and fearlessly ; and I trust that his love of truth, and con- 
tempt of office and $1000 a ymr, if to be dishonestly held, will yet be honored by the approbation of the noMe 
hearted and virtuous among his countrymen. On the 29th, he stated in the Tribune that the moment I began to 
copy the Hoyt correspondence he requested a gentleman of great respectability to mention the fact to Mr. Van Nesa, 
who did so— and he refers to Mr. Von Ness's letter of Sept, 25, where he states that he had been informed that I 
had found some important private correspondence of Hoyt among the archives, and had caused Bogardus to make 
a private examination, who reported that the papeia were of no apparent consequence — and to Bogardus's published 
rard, where he snvs that the documents vrere of no consequence, and not worth taking away. Bogardus went to 
(loldson, who hatl laughed heartily at Butler's mock piety, and Van Buren's eursing and gambling, but he never 
o|)ened liis lips to me, nor did Goldson ever mention to me that there had been a search or an enquiry. Coryell's 
lost epistle closed the correspondence in these words : 

**I am made to appear as the partisan of Mackenzie who, by the publication of his book, has arrrayed against 
him an influence powerful in this community. My accusers have enlisted themselves as the tools and mstruments 
of those who are laboring to arraign Mackenzie for felony, of which they know him to be innocent, by way of pro- 
tecting themselves. I am not his partisan — I had no agency in the pnbficntion of his book — I have no interest in 
8ustuiiiin£ him. On the contrary I am well awnre that what I have said in his favor will provoke against me the 
ill will of men whom I have no wish to offend, but Goldson and Bogardus have placed me in a situation where I 
am compelled to speak the truth or else do as they have done, hear false witness against Mackenzie. * * * * 
* * * * * Mackenzie's book is an exposure of men who have held imp«irtant financial and political posu; 
oea kKnng^mwrngU and influence in loeiety and with the Govemment. Among thoee aisaiM k the pieeei* 



, 14 THE AUTHOe's apology FOE THIS VOLUME. • ' fc a; ^ 

CHAPTER III. 

• The Author^ s Apology for puhlUJung the BtUler and Van Buren Correspondence. 
Constitutional Reforms urgently required. Governor Wright and the Anii-Rent- 
ers. L, D.'Slamm. Jesse HoyVs extraordinary Chancery Bill and Vice-Chan^ 
cellor M* Counts still more extraordinary decision about it, Benjamin F, But- 
ler's profession of Piety, Mrs. Butler, a Politician. Van Buren' s vacillating 
Policy, What may he considered Literary Property in these times. 

With such opportunities as I had of making these disclosures ; sufiering as I 
hfirve suffered in the cause of liberty ; what an incurious creature must I have 
been, what a simpleton, not to have opened my eyes to that which was so plain- 
ly spread before my view ; what a traitor if, when 1 possessed it, I had courted 
or received the reward of silence ; if I had kept silence ! No ! trusting in 
the coming emancipation of the human race from all the former restraints of 
misrule and oppression ; already seeing in the words of the ancient heathen 
poet in accordance with the prophecies of scripture, " a new order of things 
■ beginning ;'' already seeing a long continuance of peace among the most civil- 
ized nations, and the progress of the arts rendering the former advantages for 
war wbrthlcss ; either teoding to secure a continuance of peace or to end war 
in one hasty general struggle ; seeing even many of the creatures that were 
placed in subjection to man, and whose necessary attention to them in some 
measure liumanized mankind, rendered unnecessary, supplanted ; seeing all 
things preparing for the greater happiness of mankind in a universal reign of 
love, should I not do what I could to wipe off the reproach of this land, as fail- 
ing in the experiment of self-government, through the remnants of ancient fraud 
that still remain amidst that glorious progress which we once seemed destined 
to make in the career of improvement among the nations ; the last but the best 
Ibrm of government far outstripping them all ! 

How must the heart of every sincere patriot be sad to see the Declaration of 
■Independence nullified in so many cases, if not in every state, by the state 
Constitution, in what is it not disregarded in the practical working of it ! Who 
would not grieve to see, amidst the late troubles of one of our smaller States, 
in^ead of the great political parties in the others suggesting aught as an effec- 
tive remedy, fomenting the quarrel and triumphing in its progress, for the sake 
of political effect, without any measure for the full establishment of those equal 
rights to which the whole nation is pledged in the sight of God to one another, 
before the world ! Who would not grieve at the success with which the guilty 
often escape through the meshes of law in this State, and the innocent are 
overwhelmed ; to see a governor proclaim the injustice of certain usurpations, ad- 
vise their abandonment, but yet hold out the terrors of the law against their viola- 
tors ; to see men condemned for murder that are said to have taken the life of 
one that came to oppose them and execute an unjust law! To see such things, 
and here find so many felons go " unwhipt of justice," assisted in their crime 
and their escape from its due punishment through that imported, foreign, feudal 
legislation, and those relics of ancient fraud which seemed to have been swept 
away in the spring-tide flood of the revolution ; yet here, carried back and settling 
down upon our shores in every ebb arid flow of the change of parties and pre- 

Ckilleotor, whose ap|)oititment bas changed the relations between Messrs. Goldson, Bogardus and Mackenzie. 
Before this, Mr. Goldson gave Mackenzie permisiion to copy the letters, and Mr. Rogardus could find "nothing 
of importance iu the matter," but now none louder than they in denouncing Mackenzie. Oenunciation ii not 
enough ; thev. or one of them, at least, have gone before the grand jury for the purpose of having him indicted for 
« felony. Why is this 1 U it not manifest that that which was of " no importance"' under Mr. Van Ness, in their 
ealiraatioh, has become a felony under Mr. Lawrence ? And is it not equally manifest that all this zeal against 
Mackenzie originates in A base and groveling desire to conciliate the Collector at the expense of truth and honor! 
«^ 4» * « ^ * « J ^o not stop to enquire what ore the collector [Lawrence]'s opinions or wishes. I dare 
A» jkairefi aaJ xpeak lite tnitb, l»i it pkoMH or offefld whom it may. I jiopo I am done with Mr. Bogardus. 

INGHAM OOSYKLL.'* 
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tended reforms in the framing of oonstitutions and the revising of lawB ; if not 
ready to wish for the abrogation of human laws, and with a trial of a jury of 
our peers, the palladium of liberty, in a court where only the enlightened con- 
sciences of good men and their sense of honesty should be allowed to affect the 
decision in pronouncing sentence according to the evidence ; how must I have 
been excited to do at least what was put in my power, to afC>rd a demonstra- 
tion of the truth of sacred writ, " that the love of money is the root of all evil," 
and to call upon the people of this state, in prospect of holding a convention, to 
reform and perfect its constitution ; and of all the states ; to establish more 
checks, and henceforth allow of no office holder but by their direct suffrage, of no 
nomination but with your full knowledge — and to permit no one elected to legis- 
late in any pecuniary matters regarding his own pay or whatever else may con- 
duce to his own personal and exclusive advantage ; but to enjoy his salary ac- 
cording to the appointment of the people, in his election ! Such are the nrinoi- 
pies in which I have had the happmess to be mcToctrmated ; * principles that 1 
know not if they are fully carried out in practice among any society of men 
but the Seceders of Scotland, a church strongly attached to Democracy in cleri- 
cal government, and which I may call my mother church, having been born and 
baptized in it. 

Whatever motives of disappointed ambition, whatever motives of self-seeking 
and hope of future favor may be imputed to the author, he is conscious to him- 
self of the rectitude of his conduct, and, that, in due time, it will be approved 
by every sincere lover of his country's welfare, by every one that reckons 
himself bound to guard the republic against injury. If it had been revenge 
that had prompted him, he might have had that long ago in matters that more 
nearly related himself; but, when he considered himself able to serve the pub- 
lic, he overlooked personal injuries, and instead of bein.g the opponent of the 
party, the worst part of which reckon themselves chiefly aggrieved by this pub- 
lication, he became its advocate and pleaded its claims to State and National 
power as far as he was then deceived, and, as far as he reckoned its proposals 
preferable to those of the party .that then defeated it. 

Laboring for the good of whatever land it has been his lot under providence 
to inhabit, amidst the ill-treatment which he has received for the want of suc- 
cess in a cause at least equal to that for which our revolutionary ancestors of 
this nation, are justly honored ; marked and proscribed with a price set upon his 
head, equal to that at which some of the most illustrious of them were valued 
by the same government ; the last amone all the survivors of that ill fated strufr. . 
gle, that has not obtained a paroton and an allowance to return to his un forfeited 
rights and property ; were he to be crushed now by such an attempt as Hoyt, 
Butler, Van Buren, and their supporters have made, how would tyrants rejoice 
and the lovers of rational liberty lament, reckoning the refuge of the oppressed, 
the dungeon of the free ! 

Is it to be supposed that I should destroy my fair fame, lay aside every prin- 
ciple of honor, sacrifice a life-long reputation, and disregarding all consequences, 

* When the question of a state convention wasfint fpoken of, I was in the Mechanics* Institute, here, and wrote 
many articles in its favour, tko* nbt over mv own signatare. Levi D. Slamm, a trusted editor of the Democracj, 
or |ierha|is of their artful and selfish leaders, has, daring the last three years, bestowed much abuse upon me, and done 
me all the injury he could with the people. Himself thie son of a German fUthor and an Irish mother, he descended to 
denounce me as ** a foreign ren^ade** thro* his presa. Let his private sentiments, publuhed by his consent, stand 
as a reply to the slanders of his journal. 

" William L. Mackenzie, Esq. — Dear Sir : I thank you for your attention. The article jrou allude to never cama 
" to my possession, else I should certainly have published it. Be assured that the fears you intimate do me iuiustioe. 
" Innately a Democrat, I can never forego the utterance of truth from any motive ot policy or expendiency. A 
•* pressure of business — the warm interest i have taken in mnnkupal reform, as the columns of the Plebeian vrill show, 
" the various subjects which arise every day requiring some record of opinion — and the little assistance I hsM^^^ 
" the conduct of my journal, is my bxgusb for hot KjiTC»iM« poaixiviti.x v^toTUX c<^'»rRit>K»\.fc:v«» ^<««- 
n uxiTDTiOMiU. BsroEM auBsxioif. Ywtt ^tvw^^ ^'•-^ ^- "ftiukjaaa-,^ 

•' June 28; 1843." ^ 
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like '^a madman scatter firebrands, arrows and death," not caring though the 
greatest and noblest temple of human liberty ever erected, should l^ burned up, 
if I should obtain a name ? Far from it ! An admirer of the glorious principles 
of the Declaration of Independence ; hoping to find the practical effect of such 
liberty here, as a Knox had established (or the Church in my native land, and a 
Buchanan pl&aded for the state ; the practical working of the true political prin- 
ciples which a Locke furnished to the inunortal author of the full draught of 
the Declaration of Independence ; hearing this government praised by every 
lover of liberty; living under oppressions myself; admiring everything good, 
and carefully endeavoring to excuse everything evil in the working of the re. 
publican system ; engaged at last, as is well known, in a desperate, (though for 
the time,) an unsuccessful, attempt to transplant the same institutions into a neigh- 
boring rep^ion ; was I not accurately to mark its workings according to my op- 
portunities ; and when made to feel its evils so bitterly as I have experienced in 
my own person ; was I to content myself as an idle drone in the Custom House, 
. aucking the honey of the public hive ? Far from it ! I endeavored to improve 
the opportunities which were there furnished, and the leisure which the present 
arrangement of the public service allowed, for the benefit of the public ; and 
here is the result of a part of my labors. 

But, in an attempt to cloak up again the villainy and fraud which has been 
exposed, here we have a defaulter to the public, an embezzler of the revenue, 
that should have been glad to have retired from view into the shades of those 
jungles which it is now becoming fashionable for public men to court, after a 
certain period of office, where they may live like wild beasts that drag their 
victims to their dens, to devour them and fatten upon them at leisure ; there he 
should have sought to spend, after "a youth of labor, an age of ease" with 
his guilty companions, instead of darkening a court of justice with his presence, 
.or deafening it with his complaints. But, *' Oh ! shame, where is thy blush !" 
his claim is allowed, sanctioned ; and letters by the lovers of stock-gambling and 
betting on elections— -on the best mode of intriguing for office, and how that 
office should be used, not for the public weal, but to subserve the basest and 
most wicked personal and party purposes— of the easiest way of robbing the 
widow and the orphan by an artificial and corrupt upholding of a rotten bankrupt 
Banking Institution — letters composed of language and epithets the most blasphe- 
mous, the demoralizing tendency of which cannot for an instant be doubted, evea 
by the most liberal reader — ^these are adjudged worthy of the protecting mantle 
of an EQUITY court, as literary property, and the booksellers enjoined not to 
sell nor permit the public to read the Lives of Jesse Hoyt and Benjamin Butler.* 

* Leaving fur a time, Mr. V. Buren** ready tool^ let us out a k>ok at the principals, the chief conspirnton among 
their accomplices in gnilt. See one filling for a time a high legal itation, in which he mast tremble at the blast of 
pablie indignation, when the confined wind of the Costom House, that Enius Manu&ctorv of public o|Mnion, has 
Seen let out at the pro|)er quarter, no longer belched forth from the throats of its greasy demagogues ! See him 
with a carriage l>eyond most of the traders in politics, early makine a profession of religion : not waiting till retire- 
ment from ofhoe to be trammelled by the restraints of sect, but all uie time using his religious profession as a clonk, 
pretending '* to be denied to the woAd, but following the mammon of unrighteousness with a step as steady as time 
and an appetite as keen as deatii.** 

If there are certain pictures so ludicrous, according to the description of the poet, to see which, when admitted, 
mnst furnish a subject for unrestrainable laughter ; how could it be thought that I could restrain my indignation 
when the oppertiinity was afforded me of perusing the evidence which such a man ftirnished against himself! Then 
see his nearest relation in life, his other self, a woman, of whose sex it has been said, that ** retirement is the greatest 
glory, and, that one famous, is infamous ;" how has she courted notoriety to herself among the accomplices of her 
male, by her share in this Family compact of corrupt politicians ! Who could withhold Irom her the gratification 
of enjoying that loving assueiafion which she has eourted, of furnishing another proof of the old adage ** No plot 
without a woman ;*' of attracting the admiring multitude to the charms of the heroine of the piece, a tragedy to the 
public, hitherto a comedy to them 1 

It has been said that the name of the Devil himself ought to be mentioned with reverence, as we are not to 

speak evil of dignities. 8nch a principle mnst be supposed to lead to some restraint in speakine of one that once, 

- toough unworthily, filled the highest station of honor in this land. But snrelv this shoukl not hinder his being al- ' 

JofnMl to tjteak f<ir himself. In the word of God we have many records of the savings of the devil as well as of 

wicked men. The n utbor of Dub book owes that«haraeter nothing : I mean not the devil but the other. Or if he 

otrwAim aaytbiug, be iaglad of Um opportunity of discharging th« obligation, of p*yinf in this a second instalment. 
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Could that be property to any one which had not only been abandoned but' 
could be of no use to him when recovered ? In my book, the letters that 
are claimed have their fitting place ; separated from the context, they must be 
regarded as the sweepings, dross and rubbish of literature, utterly worthless. 
Literary property no more could they be than the certificate which some skil- 
ful physician gives to a pauper cured of the diseases produced by vice, to be 
exhibited along with his scars to excite the sympathy of every one that passes 
by. In such frequent cases of moral disease in the body politic, when the just 
retribution shall overtake the workers of evil, pity may perhaps relent and 
hearken to the cry of misery, and regard the sight of wounds worse than those 
of Lazarus, which even a dog would disdain to lick, and give a cent to the 
modern representatives of fallen greatness, as one of old begged, saying, while 
exhibiting his torn purple, ** Daobolem, pauperi Belisario" 

These letters could only be useful for such a purpose, or to be published by 
their author as a confession in anticipation of the horrors of a dying hour, or 
the just judgment of Grod : not without a precedent in the annals of Infidels and 
Christians, of Rousseau and Augustine. But they are sought for no such pur- 
poses, with no such intentions. A generous penitent would rejoice in antici- 
pating his labor, in another's doing for him that which he had been too careless 
in doing for himself; that which his conscience must have urged, though the 
modesty of his nature might have shrunk from the performance. 

Then how vain the pretence of claiming this property for others ! Is there 
any one, the most degraded of the multitude that figure in this book, that would 
claim his labors here as literary property, or allow them to be used as such, if 
it could be prevented ? Not one. What earnest solicitation do we find in cer- 
tain cases that the letters may be burned, and what assurances that the same 
favor has been granted to the productions of him from whom this is asked ! If 
this were literary property it must have changed its nature in a wonderful 
manner, appearing to amazing advantage in the editor's publication contrasted 
with the author's manuscript. What a grace and brilliancy the setting must 
have lent these paste diamonds and glass jewels of literature ! 

Low as others are in the scale of sensibility, besides Hoyt the claimant, it can- 
not be supposed that they are altogether destitute of feeling on this subject. It 
is related by natural historians that a certain animal, a sort of prototype of those 
beings that wallow in the mire of political corruption, has been known to become 
so insensible in its fatness, that the mice have been allowed to burrow and nestle 
in its back. But here, though " learning," in the language of Burke, " may 
have been cast into the street and trodden under the hoofs of a swinish multi- 
tude," in all the ignorance and disregard of the propriety of speech, as well 
as of decency of manners, we must interpret the clamour with which we are 
assailed and deafened, as a claim of literary property urged here, as the grunt* 
ing of the herd, in the feeling and anticipation of their well filled troughs 
being emptied, and themselves sent as commoners at large, through the streets, 
instead of preserving their present accommodation, in the well built pens of the 
public's providing. 

It is now well seen that it was the miierable, vacillating policy of that wretched statesman, the weathercock of 
popular opinion, that led to many of the disasters that overwhelmed the good cause in which I was engaged. How 
did he allow countenance to be given it as long as it seemed prosperous, and how did he command the rigours of 
the law to be strained against the unfortunate, when it became adverse ; bold as a lion against the humble lovers of 
liberty, gentle as a dove to the proud supporters of oppression. Contrast his conduct towards Texns and Canada, 
Britim and Mexico ! With respect to myself^ my imprisonment was procured, at what expense of oaths and jus- 
tice I as a sacrifice to satisfy the clamours of*******; then reluctantly my release was granted iMt 
a longer confinement should injure his interests in an indignant community ; but, not without requiring 1(H).000 
petitioners to ask the favor of relaxing the hold of cruelty, to furnish a pretence for doing what was right, to afford 
an excuse against a party that he feared mi^ht reproach him with mercy ! Great politician ! let prosperity award 
thee a niche in the temple of fame by the side ofhim of whom it if leeord^ that ** be could not take a pinch of 
•Duff without a stratagem !*' 
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Amidst all the obstruotionfi that havd been put in my way, myself imliiis^ 
in many parts, and nothing but calumnies preceding as an advertisement of my 
book, I know that I shall yet be regarded ; that in some way I shall gain a 
public audience, and secure the approbation of the people in my honest efifort 
" to do the state some service." Not despairing, but assured of ultimate sac-' 
cess to my righteous cause, with the most earnest wishes and most ardent hopes 
for it here, trusting to such a decision as most recommends itself to your o\^n 
consciences in the prospect of death and at the bar of Grod, that shall be re- 
echoed in the grateful approbation of the people ; in the consciousness of no 
ill desert, and the justice of my cause, notwithstanding a former decision, of the 
character of which, and its author. Vice Chancellor McCoun, the public have 
already formed their opinion ; and shall soon pronounce their sentence ; I ap- 
peal to you, and to the whole people ; to you as the representatives of their justice 
and equity, like the ancient Roman, who, when he had put down plots and pun- 
ished treason, was refused by a tribune to be allowed to make a recapitulation 
of his services, but in taking his oath of office customary on resignation, swore 
that he had saved the republic, and all the people assented with a shout.* 



CHAPTER IV. 
Van Bnren's hirth, parentage, and family connexions. His educaiion and early 

pursuits . He studies 1aw--opens a law office — marries, W. P. Van Ness, 

Aaron Burr, Death of Mrs. Van Buren. John, Abraham, Smith T,, and 

Martin Van Buren, Jr. 

Abraham Van Buben was the owner of a small farm in Kinderhook, Columbia 
county, New York ; and kept a tavern, or public house, first, in a little log 

^Suppose a clerk finds amon^ his employer's papers a well digested plan, by persons high in his maiter^s coufi- 
to defraud biin — with other plans, showing that he has ^en already defrauded by those persons ; and sup- 



pose this Clerk to remain silent, and allow the guilty individuals to go on and do much more mischief, when, had 
M warned his empluyer, they would have been checked in time — would not his conduct be faithless, and reprehen- 
sible ? Would he not be as bad as the knaves whose villany he had thus cloaked 1 

Such was my case. I did not seek the confidence of Iloyt, Butler, Van Buren, &c. I received none of it. I 
betrayed no secrets, for I was entrusted with none. But while in a public pffice, belonging to the United States, I 
Iband the evidence of knavery, duplicity, fraud, and dishonesty, bv which my employers had deeply suffered, and 
ware likely to suffer much more ; and thai fraud and knavery I hastened publicly to exnose, and lay before tlie 
highest authority in the land, as I was in honor bound to do. 1 also laid it before the people in the form of a publio 
b(K>k, to which I attached mv name as the compiler — skulking from no responsibility, but courting enquiry. I took 
BO profit or advantage by the publication, because, though an exile for the love I bear to freedom, and poor, 1 
•corned the reward of an informer fur hire. 

I borrowed one hundred dollars, aflcr leaving the Custom House, for which I gave my note. This sum enabled 
SM to complete the book. Twenty-five dollars paid the whole expenses of my journey to Boston, where I boarded 
at 4 Boudoin street, until Mr. A. J. Wright, a highly respectable printer there, had set up the manuscript. I think 
I bad two copies of his edition, and have had some 6 or 8 of the other printed here — and this is all the connexion, 

Srofit, loss, or interference in any way which I had or have with the Lives of Hoyt and Butler, either direct, or in- 
irectly. Of the sales, costs, profits or losses, I know no more than the publio — and as to the assertion that I had 
the work published with a fictitious publisher's name, it is equally false with other slanders. I was introduced to Mr. 
Obok in Boston by the nrinter to the city — I saw him at Mr. Wright's before I lefl— and I borrowed 87 from him 
to pay my exitenses to N. Y. which I repaid here. While in the Custom House, no man was more careful not to 
divulge aught relative to merchants' entries or invoices, or the official papers of the department. Who can say to 
the contrary 1 
^ found theproofi of Butler & Co.'s knavery an tke people* s possession — in a public building of theirs, which bad 
cost them a million of dollars. Had I concealed these proof*, future misconduct would havel)een justly laid at my 
^or. Do not those who blame me for publishing the truth in this cose, seek to screen public and private knavery 
in all time coming, by threatening faithful servants if they do not save rogues harmless 1 

I had not agreed to be the depository of dishonest secrets, when I accepted a clerkship in a public office. I hnd 
never stept out of my own department to seek secrets of any kind. To have concealed the letters would have been 
to agree that the fountain of public justice should remain impure. T had made no such contract. The letters were 
open. They were mixed up with the public doeamenta— / could not kelp reading them. They had no business 
tbere, nor hud Mr. Butler any bosineu to make the young Patroon tipsy, keep his good money and send him back 
with that which was bad. 

Were the men who exposed the traitorous correspondence found in Major Andre's boots, blameable 1 " Tt is drend- 
fill to read such withering exposures of political profligacy, such shocking exhibitions of vennlity, chicanery, hy- 
pocrisy and fraud," says the Commercial Advertiser. I had chained Hoyt, Van Buren, Butler, and their allies, 
years before, with very bad conduct, through the preso. When T find some of the proofs in a public office, and 
giyen in charge of no one, I am blamed for circulating them ! ** There are those made manifest in these pages, who 
might gladly invoke the mountains to fall on and cover them." Bo say« the Courier Sl Enquirer ; and if J have 
done wrong in uncloaliing the sinqen, let it warn others having like villany to conceal not to employ me. Because 
bad men conspire in secret against this Republic am I to be oompelledf in violation of my oath of fidelity, to con- 
eeel their misconduct, or be msulted for giving the country warning ? 
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MtMiDg where his eldest son, thefiievebtlf president of the United States, was 
born, and afterwards in a frame dwelling which he erected on or near the spot 
which his shanty had originally occupied in the centre of the town. Mr. Van 
Buren was quiet, peaceful and good natured, hut very illiterate— governor 
George Clinton appointed him a captain of militia shortly after the peace of ITSS, 
but he soon resigned his commission, having very little taste for warlike display, 
aad no knowledge of military tactics. His politics were of the right sort for 
a tavern-keeper in a neighborhood inhabited by democrats and federalists — ^they 
were of the neutral sort. He married when rather advanced in years, Mary 
Goes, otherwise Hoes, a widow lady with three children, (whose first husband's 
name was Van Alen,) a polite, well-bred, managing woman, very fond of poll- 
tics ; and as active and ambitious as her partner in life's cares was still, con- 
tented, dull and harmless. They were very poor, but Mr. B. F. Butler, whose 
father kept a store and tavern in the same township, mentions that Mrs. Van 
Buren was " distinguished for her amiable disposition, her exemplary piety, and 
more than ordinary sagacity." She lived to see one of her sons a member of 
Congress, and another of them a state senator and attorney general of' New 
York. 

Abraham Van Buren, his wife, and her former husband, Mr. Van Alen, were 
all of Dutch descent — Butler says that her maiden name, Groes, *^ will be recog- 
nized as a name of distinction by those who are familiar with the history of the 
Netherlands," which I am not. 

Martin, the eldest son of Abraham Van Buren and his wife, Mary Goes, or 
Hoes, was born in the village of Kinderhook, on the 5th of December, 1782 — 
his younger brothers are Lawrence, a farmer, also of Kinderhook, and Abra« 
ham now, I believe postmaster there, but formerly a lawyer at Hudson. There 
were also two sisters, one of whom married Mr. Barent Hoes. 

The early life of Martin Van Buren was passed in his father's tavern. He 
received his education at the village school ; and even that was cut short before 
he had completed his fourteenth year. In 1796, he was sent to the office of Mr. 
Francis Sylvester, a lawyer of his native village, to acquire the art or practice 
of an attorney, and as he had not had the advantages of a collegiate education, 
the statute required him to study the technical, diffuse, and tedious forms of 
English legal practice for seven long years, previous to an examination as to his 
qualifications to be admitted to act as an attorney in the law courts, and several 
years more before attaining the rank of a counsellor at law. 

After remaining several years with Sylvester, Van Buren was taken into the 
law office of William P. Van Ness, at New York. Mr. Van Ness was from 
Columbia county, the steady friend and associate of Aaron Burr, and an astute 
caustic, well-informed politician. He wrote a powerful pamphlet against De 
Witt Clinton and Ambrose Spencer, under the signature of " Aristides ; " and 
Van Buren has been often accused of betraying to Judge Spencer or Mr. Clintoa 
the author's name. This charge is doubtless unjust, though M. M. Noah reiter- 
ated it publicly after the judge had unequivocally pronounced it false. 

Through Mr. Van Ness, and, probably at his father's tavern, when he was 
on visits at General Van Ness's, Van Buren became acquainted with Vice-Presi- 
dent Burr, who (says Holland or rather Butler,) was led " to treat him with 
marked attention, and to make every reasonable effort to secure his favorable 
regard." In November, 1803, at the age of nearly twenty-one. Van Buren 
was admitted as an attorney of the Supreme Court, New York, and began busi- 
ness at Kinderhook under the firm of Van Buren & Miller ; his law partner 
being a son of Stephen Miller, and both of them what was called ' republi- 
cans.' 



so VAir lAniEK^s KAmAOS» bouoatio!!, and vamily connexions. 

Vaii Buren, soon after this, paid. his addresses to Miss Hannah Hoes— Misi 
Hannah's brother, Barent, was courtin*? one of Van Buren's sisters at the same 
time. Both marriages took place. Mrs. Van Buren is described as having 
been a kind, amiable, sweet-tempered woman, and the connexion was a happy 
one while it lasted. Van Buren proved himself an affectionate husband — was 
strongly attached to his wife — sincerely liamented her death, which took place 
in 1818, of consumption; and has remained a widower for the last twenty-eight 
years. 

Of their family of four sons, the most remarkable is John Van Buren, now 
Attorney General of N. Y. State, who married a daughter of Judge James 
Vanderpoel of Kinderhook, and is now a widower. James M. French, of the 
Albany Atlas, married her sister. Wright and Van Buren's friends tried to elect 
his partner, Cassidy, State Printer, and thus keep that lucrative branch of the 
revenue in the family or among its dependants. The eldest son, Abraham Van 
Buren, married a daughter of Colonel Singleton, a wealthy planter of South 
Carolina, and is a brother-in-law of Senator McDuffie. Andrew Stevenson 
of Va. is the lady's uncle. The third son. Smith Thompson Van Buren, mar- 
ried a daughter of the late William James, a rich citizen of Albany, Her 
sister is the wife of Robert E. Temple, a son of Judge Temple of Vermont, 
whom Gov'r. Wright has appointed to the office of Adjutant General of the 
Militia. The fourth son is Martin Van Buren, so named after his father. 



CHAPTER V 



Van Buren^s early habits. The importance to Society of a judicious Education, 
James L Van Alen, State of Parties in N, Y, Cliniofi and Spencer, The 
Embargo of 1807-8. The Surrogates of Columbia county. Van Buren' s course 
as a partisan, ArisUdes, 

Martin Van Buren the elder» was a shrewd, cunning, clever boy — very 
foni of betting, gambling and card playing — a first rate pleader for a 
stnall fee, in cases tried before a justice of the peace — very persevering in 
such branches of study as he found to be particularly useful — ^good at trading 
horses and making bargains — and endeavored to give some consideration to 
that branch of the science of morals called politics at a very early age, at the 
tavern. Dr. Holland mentions, that during Van Buren's boyhood, Kinderhook 
was a litigious, quarrelsome place, where " party politics raged violently, and 
frequently disturbed the peaceful relations of neighbors whose real interests 
were not in conflict with each other," and " the theatre of incessant litigation 
and judicial combat, especially in the local courts." A gentleman who remem- 
bers him from his infancy, tells me that his common conversation in early life 
far more resembled the style of his son John's epistles to Jesse Hoyt, than those 
of his student Benjamin Butler, dated from Sandy Hill. 

How important is useful knowledge, not only to the person taught, but to the 
community, to his country, and the world ! With young Van Buren's talents, 
energetic character, and ambition to raise himself to riches and distinction, 
what advantages might not his country have derived from his exertions, had his 
education been judicious and liberal — had he recevied that instruction which 
forms the mind, elevates the soul, directs the judgment, gives a zest to the finest 
feelings of humanity, enables native talent and genius to enlist under the ban- 
ners of virtue, and sends forth into society men of patriotism and love of truth, 
whose souls are filled with generous anticipations of improving the condition 
and increasing the social comforts of mankind ! Jeiferson, Clinton and Lafay- 
«tte> tho' reared in affluence^ struggled through life to increase the public stock 
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of useful knowledge, and knock off the fetters which bind \the -millions ; and 
they died poor — wealth and hi^h station have been Mr. Van Barents great aim 
— he has been President of the Republic, his children are married into rich 
families, and, he himself is the owner of large possessions, and covered with 
honors and distinction. He enjoys the comfort of a temporary retirement from 
public life in one of his country seats, once the family mansion of General Van 
Ness, a lovely spot within view of his birth place, and near to the banks of the 
Hudson and the base of the lofty Catskill. Education, such as he received at 
the village school, in the tavern of his father, among the petty quarrels and 
cases of crime tried before the countiy squires, among noisy and brawling poli- 
ticians, gamblers, and horse jockies of Kinderhook and its environs, and in the 
office of a well meaning country attorney, tied down to the apocryphal practice 
of English law, laid the foundation of his fortunes; and we shall enquire, in 
succeding chapters how far his elevation to power has been a benefit or an in- 
jury to his country. 

Van Buren had been licensed to practise as an attorney in the state courts in 
Nov. 1803 — next year he was admitted to practise as attorney and counsellor 
in the supreme court. Sometime in 1805 or 1806 he entered into a law part- 
nership with his half-brother James I. Van Alen, who was much older than him- 
self, had been educated for the law, was in good practice, and in May 1806, 
elected a member of the tenth congress, which met in December, 1807. Mr. 
Butler, and Dr. Holland describe Van Alen as a high toned federalist! while 
the Hudson Bee, and the Republican Watch Tower (May 9, 1806) name him 
as a repuhlicariy opposing the ex-chancellor, R. R. Livingston, and what they 
call the federal influence. " In spite of the almost all-pervading and all-potent 
influence of the Merchants' Bank and the intrigues of Groverner Lewis's party 
(says the Bee,) the rejpuhlicans of this county have presented a sound and un. 
varying body.'' Who could understand from this that Van Alen had been the 
federal candidate ? 

In 1800, the great federal party in the state of N. Y. were overthrown by 
the united efforts of the Clintons, Livingstons and Aaron Burr ; Burr was afler- 
wards temporarily prostrated by the Clintons and Livingstons, and more effectu- 
ally by his duel with Colonel Hamilton — shortly after this the Clintons quarreled 
with the Livingstons and overcame them. Van Buren took sides with the Clintons 
and W. H. Crawford of Georgia, against JeflTerson's embargo act. Soon after 
its passage by congress, De Witt Clinton presided at a public meeting in the 
City of New York, by which it was condemned ; and Cheetham, in The Ame- 
rican Citizen^ the Clintonian paper, steadily denounced it. The Clinton and 
Spencer party influence made Daniel D. Tompkins, who was a member of 
congress for that city. Governor of the state ; and having a majority in the 
Assembly of the state, elected in Feb. 1808, Benjamin Coe, P. C. Adams, John 
Veeder, and Nathan Smith, as a council of appointment, to remove political 
opponents from office and choose friends to fill vacancies. This council forth«- 
with appointed De Witt Clinton to the mayoralty of New York, Sylvanus 
Miller to be surrogate there, and Joseph C. Yates a judge of the Supreme 
Court. Van Buren's reward was the office of surrogate of Columbia County.^ 

In the course of the year, (1808,) Clinton and Crawford, changed their minds 
in favor of the embargo, having given the question a more careful consideration. 

In 1810, a federal council came into power at Albany, but, tho' (as Ham- 
mond tells us) sheriffs and surrogates " were generally made to feel its power," 
Van Buren held on quietly. James I. Van Alen, his half-brother, was the sur- 
rogate before him — making laws at Washington, and performing judicial 
duties, tho' the deputy of a deputy, on the banks of the Hudson — Van Buren got 
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his place, March 20, 1808 — and in 1818, when he was safely seated in the 
Sens^te, the fe«leralists restored the surrogate's office to Van Alen. In the 
struggles of faction, brothers of the same family, and law-partners of the same 
firm, often took opposite sides, and, like V. B. and V. A. played into each 
other's hands. It was said not long since of the brothers Wetmore of New 
York, that, like two buckets in a well, when one was down the other was up ; 
one of them at least was sure to be in the majority of the hour and in office. 
There are many such cases. By reference to page 190, note first, it will be 
seen that, the' Van Alen, the federalist, did not hold on continually, his brother, 
Martin, the democrat, hastened to put him back into the surrogate's in 1821, 
throwing in the office of assistant county judge, with its emoluments, for his 
further accommodation ; both of which places, I believe, he held on to, besides 
his legal practice, till the day of his death. 

M. M. Noah and others have insinuated that Van Buren went over to gover- 
nor Lewis and the Livingstons in 1804, when twenty-one years old, in conse- 
quence of a quarrel with W. P. Van Ness, arising out of the secret disclosure 
of that gentleman's authorohip of *Aristides' — but as Judge Spencer has stated 
that this charge of a betrayal of confidence has no foundation, we are bound 
wholly to discredit it. In 1807, as Butler and Holland inform us, Van Buren 
was no longer found under the Livingston standard — he supported Daniel D. 
Tompkins, who was Governor Lewis's opponent — and again in 1810. From 
1808 to 1812 he was a thorough-going Clintonian, and delivered a strong and 
energetic address in favor of Clinton as President, in opposition to Madison, in 
November, 1812, in the legislative caucus at Albany. Solomon Southwick 
and Martin Van Buren were sworn friends in politics from 1804 to 1813. They 
went for Lewis in 1804 — for Tompkins, against Lewis in 1807 — for Tompkins 
in 1810 — and for entangling De Witt Clinton in their toils — ^to put down Madison 
in 1812. In Southwick's remarkable letter to me [page 263,] on Van Buren, 
he gives a death bed version as it were of Van Buren's true character, as he 
had ascertained it from a personal intimacy of many years. The reader may 
judge from the facts given in this volume whether his strictures are warranted. 



CHAPTER VI. 
Van Buren^s experience an N. Y. hanking. He lobbies for a charter to the Bank 
of Hudson, Van Buren, his brother-in-law, Cantine, and W. P. Van Ness 
become directors of thai bank. It explodes — a total wreck. Van Ness upon 
Society. Madison gives him a U. S. judgeship. His manner of guarding the 
court monies. Theron Rudd. Van Buren's unconquerable dislike to bank 
shares. 

Van Buren is, and always has been, a studious, enquiring, observing man. 
In his early days the principles of banking and paper currency were discussed in 
Congress, in the State Legislatures, by the press, and in private circles, with 
the utmost earnestness ; and that class of instructive facts which were exhibited 
in the state banks' suspension of 1837, were in active operation before his eyes, 
during the stoppage of cash payments in 1814 and 1815 : he was as well 
aware, in 1829, when he recommended a chain of safety (!!!) fund banks, 
and in 1834, when he placed them in a state of dcpendance on the federal ex- 
ecutive, that the result would be a general bankruptcy, as, when, in 1839, he 
echoed the impotent threats of the Hermitage against the deceptipns of their 

g residents, directors and officers. With Van Buren there had been no duplicity ; 
e understood and anticipated every move they made. This fact will become 
apparent to the impartial and attentive reader. 
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In 1808, Van Bnren went to Albany to use his influence with the lobby fbr 
the chartering of the Bank of Hudson ; the application was successful, and in 
due time he became a director and prosecutmg attorney for the institution. 
Moses I. Cantine, his brother-in-law, a state senator of his politics, and after- 
wards state printer, was one of the directors on the part of the people of N. Y., 
who had a share of the management, held stock, deposited part of the publio 
monies, in this bank, and elected two directors, through the State Lepfislature. 
William P. Van Ness, the friend of Burr, the brother of Cornelius P. Van Ness, 
late collector of customs, New York, and of General John P. Van Ness, Presi- 
dent of the Bank of the Metropolis, Washington, and who had been a legal in- 
structor of Van Buren, was one of his associates at the board of: direction. 
When Van Buren left Hudson for Albany be gave up his seat at the discount 
board ; but as Attorney Generfel it remained' Under his supervision, Uirough its 
charter, and as being a state institution, and for years paying no specie. In 
1823, it exploded, but Van Buren had sold out his stock; having been behind 
the screen, he was well aware how matters were going. The House of As- 
sembly appointed a committee to enquire itito the affairs of the Hudson Bank, 
which reported on the third of February, that year, [see Assembly's Journal,] 
that on looking into its management, going back " many years," the facts which 
had come under their observation "disclose a scene of wild speculation, ruin- 
ous and improvident management on the part of many of its officers," by 
which the stock-holders lost their stock, the bill-holders their bills, which went 
down from being worth five to six cents per dollar, to nothing ; and Van Buren 
and the public gained some experience— he in, safety-fund banking, and his 
constituents in its results. 

A few months after Van Buren removed to Hudson, his friend. Judge (W. P.) 
Van Ness, then of Columbia county, delivered an able diarge to the grand-in- 
quest of that county, there, wherein he took occasion to describe the condition 
of society as follows : 

** Although we have not quite attained the skill and hardihood in the perpetration of crimes 
which distinguishes the nations of the old world, we may claim all the merit of most hopeful 
pupils, and successful imitators. All the evil propensities of foreign growth have here fomid a 
moat congenial soil. That species of profligacy, which has liitherto been believed to bo the off. 
spring of deep national, and individual degeneracy, seems to flourish here, with a poisonous 
luxuriance that overshadows and blasts every virtuous principle. A little attention to this sub- 
ject, will evince to you that in these days of speculation and refinement, mankind is improving 
in every thing but virtue. That his ingenuity is exerted with great success, in the skilful com- 
mission of crimes, and in the practice of devices infinitely* varioas, for the purpose of eluding 
detection, and escaping the penalties of the law. In a simple state of manners, the artifices of 
designing men, were less complex. Vice marched directly to its object. The conception and 
consummation of a crime rapidly succeeded each other. But now the multiplied acts of men often 
exhibit specimens of the most skilful and accomplished villainy, which, by evasive dexterity, 
almost baffles the usual methods of scrutiny and detection. The wealth that has poured in upon 
us, since our national birth, and the reputation we have established, has exalted our pride, and 
intoxicated our vanity, with tlie hopes of uninterrupted prosperity. But it should be rememberedr 
that these advantages in a national as well as private view, are frail and evanescent, aud that the 
most prosperous periods are not unfrequently selected by the wisdom of God to chastise the as- 
piring spirit of a people.** 

Wm. P. Van Ness was soon after appointed by Mr. Madison, to the office of 
District Judge at New York ; and in 1812, he removed Charles Clinton the 
clerk, and appointed Theron Rudd in his stead. Mr. Talmadge, the circuit 
judge, turned off Rudd and appointed John C. Spencer's uncle, Philip, Clinton 
not desiring a reappointment. In August,1813, Mr. Van Ness put out Spencer 
and gave Rudd the clerk's place again. It wasRudd's duty to keep the money 
in charge of the court, in a bank designated to him, and a rule of court forbade 
him to pay out or remove any of il without the judge's order, stating t6 whom 
the cash was to be paid, and why. Judge Van Nes& t%^^^%^ VVfe "t^^Xfe^ V^^ 
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ther rule of court which subjected Rudd's account of cash on hand, to two half 
y^rly inspections by the judge and district attorney^ the judge amended 
by leaving out the district attorney's name, but never afler enquired into Rudd's 
financial operations. Tne law required Van Ness to take bonds and security 
for the faithful performance of his duties, but he omitted it when he reappointed 
him. In Feb. 1817, Rudd had about $150,000 in his hands belonging to sui- 
tors in Van Ness's court, and suspicion having arisen a committee of congress 
examined the judge, who went to Washington and told a committee of the Sen- 
ate that the cash in charge of his court was perfectly safe in "the Middle Dis- 
trict Bank," north of the highlands, and that his clerk, Rudd, was " every way 
responsible under his bond." The clerk had given no bond — the judge had 
made no enquiry about the money for several years. Judge Van Ness tried 
in vain to prevent congress from passing a law requiring ' court monies' to be 
paid into bank, and all payments by them to be by the judge's order. In June, 
1817, an order for the attachment of Rudd was issued — he was put in prison — 
let out again — and finally a committee of congress, April 10, 1818, announced 
that $117,397 of the public money "were unaccounted for by Therod Rudd, 
and that they have been most grossly and nefariously purloined." No law 
was then passed to punish further peculation; and, when, in July, 1840, a 
penal enactment found its way into the sub-treasury bill, Judge Betts, the suc- 
cessor of Van Ness, discovered that it would not apply to Jesse Hoyt's case, 
Rudd was a great admirer of Van Buren — upheld his administration powerful- 
ly, as editor of the New Era — ^went for the sub-treasury — and, like Price, 
Swartwout, Gouverneur and Hoyt, probably'expended a fair share of the * court 
monies' in manufacturing public opinion, to serve party leaders, at Tammany 
Hall, Texas, or elsewhere. 

Judge Van Ness's practice, thro' his clerk, Rudd, afforded an apt illustration 
of his theory of society, above quoted. Altho' the committee of congress blamed 
his remissness, they had no reason to believe that he received a dollar of the 
missing treasure. He died in 18*24, anything but wealthy — and the beautiful 
lands and mansion of his family were purchased, and are now occupied by his 
ancient pupil, Van Buren. 

Van Buren's official biographer, Holland, tells us, page 303, " that he has 
wholly abstained from becoming the owner of any bank stock, or taking any 
interest in any company incorporated by the legislature of New York, since the 
period of his entrance into the Senate of that state in 1812 ;" all which is as 
true, hut not more so, than O'Sullivan's assertion in his life of B. F. Butler, 
Van Buren's law-partner, that he left tho Washington and Warren Bank, in 
.gooi condition, paying every body specie. Van Buren was not only interested 
in banks, but was one of the most active managers of the very worst of them, 
in 1814, that at Hudson. * 



* In 1808, the 1ejn>lature of New York passed an act to lend certain classes of the citizens a sum of money for their 
relief. Mr. Van Buren's friend, oi^nt, and admirer, Mordecai M. Noah, gives the following brief history of it in 
lAc JV. Y. Eeemng Star of August ], 1834 : 

♦• The charters of the Bank of New York, the Bank of Albany, the Farmers' Bank of Troy and the Bank of Col- 
umbia, were about expiring, and they had all applied for the extension of their charters. The commercial condition 
of the country and its currency, vras at that time under great embarrassment, resultiiis: from the then embargo, and 
other restrictions iro})osed by the General Government on all the mercantile business of the nation, &c. The members 
from the counties (other than those where the bonks mentioned were located) complained that these franchises and 
grants were partial in their operation, and that their constituents were also laboring under great difficulties, which 
could not, nod would not be lessened or relieved by the renewal of the bank charters. To obviat« this alleged partrality 
the lonn of 1808 was adopted. The bill reguhiting thin loan was drawn by the then Attorney General, and a mem 
ber of Assembly from this city. There is another fact which occurred at that time, the incorporation of the Bank 
of Hudson. Martin Van Buren was in Albany daring the session of 1808, a lobbtf number for the chartering of that 
bank. He was a warm advocate for tlie reckarUring of the others, and co operating with those who supported 
them. He was a busy lobbv member for the renewal of the bank charters, and for the Hudson Bank, in which act 
of incorporatioD (we think) he was named as a director. H« was a dinctor of that institution for a number o* 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Van Buren sets up as an enemy to Chartered Banks! The Bank of America^ 
or Six Million Bank. Tonvpkins opposes it, and describes the dangers of the 
N» Y. banking system. Southwick and the friends of the bank support Van 
Buren in 1812 for the Senate. General Root, James W. Wilkin, Ambrose 
and J. C. Spencer, and Samuel Campbell sustain Tompkins. The Common 
Schools cheated out of the. Bank Bonus. Judge W. W. Van Nvss^s bribe. The 
Merchants' Bank Charter, 1805. 

When Van Buren was a candidate for the Vice Presidency, a sketch of his 
life appeared in the Albany Argus, and afterwards in pamphlet form, by B. 
F. Butler. When in 1835, he was put forward for the office of President, But- 
ler's pamphlet was enlarged into a duodecimo ; Dr. Holland was the repu« 
ted author, but Butler compiled the more important parts. Blair's Globe, tho 
Argus, and other prints under Van Buren's control, warranted the narrative to 
be authentic, and I therefore quote it as Van Buren's own version of his history 
and principles. In page 301, it tells us, that " Of all inventions which have 
been put in. operation, in this country, to promote the inordinate accumulation 
of wealth, the most exceptionable are incorporated companies ; and the worst 
of all incorporated companies are banks." In page 40, it assures us, that, in 
the days of Washington, " the leading doctrines of the democratic party were 

* * * * no privileges to particular sections of the country or to parti- 
cular classes of the community — no monopolies, trading companies, or gover- 
mental banks" — while " the doctrines of the anti-republican party were similar 
to those of the present day. They were for a splendid, consolidated govern- 
ment, SUPPORTED BY A NATIONAL BaNK, AND REVOLVING ABOUT AN INTRIGtriWO 

AND CORRUPTING TREASURY." In page 303, it denounces " incorporated banks," 
and a paper currency ; remarking, that " it may be reasonably doubted whether 
the whole [banking] system, from beginning to end, is not an infraction of the 
constitution. It is, at least, an evasion of its plain provisions, pernicious in its 
influence upon industry and morals, and meriting the firm resistance of all true 
lovers of equal rights." 

When, in 1811, George Clinton's casting vote in the United States Senate, 
closed the career of the first national bank, its friends pursued very nearly the 
same course which the directors of the second national bank followed, when 
Jackson's veto prevented a renewal of its charter. They endeavored to incor- 
porate it as a state institution; and as Pennsylvania was opposed to them, and 
her legislature refused them a state charter, by a vote of 69 to 22, they came 
to Albany, and thro' persuasion, influence, interest, and I regret to add, bribery, 
obtained majorities in both branches of the legislature, for chartering " the 
Bank of America," with a capital of aix millions of dollars. Holland, page 
304, tells us that "In the spring of 1812, Grove rnor Tompkins prorogued the 
legislature, to prevent the passage of the charter for the bank ; and Mr. Van 
Buren yielded this energetic, but necessary, exercise of power, his firmest sup- 
port." This may be true, for Van Buren's opponent, E. P. Livingston, was a 

thorough Bank man — yet I perceive that Solomon Southwick, State Printer, 
President of the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, Albany, who was the most ultra 
advocate of" the Bank of America" in the Union, and employed by its projectors 
to travel over the state in 1811, and enlist recruits and manufacture public opin- 
ion for its use, and who had become deadly hostile to Tompkins, earnestly urg-^^ 
ed the people to choose Van Buren as a Senator ; this he did in April, 1812, 
only a month before the bank bill passed into a law in spite of Tompkins and 
the war party. These were his words : / 
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« Albany Register, April, 1812. — Middle District— /or Senator, MARTIN 
VAN BUREN. In the Middle District, WE REJOICE in the nomination 
of MR. VAN BUREN— WE HAVE LONG KNOWN AND ESTEEMED 
HIM. He possesses genius, intelligence, and eloquence — has long been one 
of the firmest props of the Republican interest ; and with a spirit which will 
not bend to servility or sycophancy, cannot fail to become a distinguished and 
useful member of the Senate. Attempts are now making to divide the party 
on a question which has no connexion with it. We allude to the bank question. 
Attempts are said to have been made to corrupt certain members, but without 
success ; and surely an unsuccessful attempt to corrupt ONE member who 
voted against the bill, is not to be admitted as proof, nor ought it to give birth 
even to a suspicion, that another who voted for it had been corrupted." 

Van Buren, was elected — the six million bank bill became a law — and on 
the eighth of December, 1838, Mr. Southwick wrote me as follows: 

" I hope, my dear sir, that you are now convinced of what I told you in 
August last, that Van Buren was heartless, hypocritical, selfish and unprincipled. 
He is the tool or slave of a foul heart and a false ambition, and never possessed 
a particle of true greatness. I speak not from prejudice — I knew him inti- 
raately— VERY INTIMATELY FOR SEVENTEEN YEARS, and never 
knew him to act from a noble and disinterested motive; always full of low 
cunning, dark intrigue, and base selfishness." 

He died soon after, and the Albany Argus, and Evening Journal, thus de- 
scribed him : " He was among the most ardent, generous, warm-hearted men 
that ever lived. He was in his manners, feelings and sentiments, a republican. 
Oppression and tyranny found in him an enthusiastic and fearless opponent." 
Hammond speaks of him in the same strain. 

In less than three months from the time when Southwick took the field for 
Van Buren, as above, namely in July, 1812, John C. Spencer, in the Ontario 
Messenger, remarked, that, " next to the tories, we think apostate republican 
editors deserve to be marked and known. The first whose name is entitled to 
be enrolled on this list is Solomon Southwick." 

The memorial of Cornelius Ray and others, read in Senate, February 1-5, 
1812, set forth, that the trustees of the late Bank of the United States had 
accumulated a large sum in specie in their vaults, which they were desirous 
to employ in the business of banking ; that of this money a considerable sura 
was owned by foreigners, who could neither vote on their shares nor be direc- 
tors ; that a partial revival of the late national bank was desired by its trustees ; 
who wished the stock-holders of the late United States Bank incorporated as 
the Phoenix Bank, for twenty years, with $5,000,000 of capital, which privilege 
of incorporation they were ready to purchase at the expense of $500,000 in 
cash, to be paid to the state, and other $500,000 they would lend to the state at 
five per cent. An additional million of stock was afterwards added by the 
legislature, which refused to allow New York state to hold the $60,000 she had 
held in the old U. S. Bank, and refused to give U. S. Bank stockholders, if 
natives, a preference to ditto, if foreigners. The bonus or price of the charter 
^as raised to $600,000, and a loan to the state of $2,000,000. Of its capital, 
$5,000,000 were to be paid in specie at once, and it was to be restricted to a 
bank note circulation equal to its capital. No other bank opposed its charter. 

On the twenty-eighth of March, Governor Tompkins prorogued the legisla- 
tare to the twenty-first of May. He had no veto power. In his speech at the 
prorogation, he mentioned tliat, at the previous session, members had been tam- 
pered with to induce the passage of the late Jersey Bank charter — and " that 
some years since, it was ascertained beyond any reasonable doubt, that corrupt 
inducements were held out to members of the Legislature in order to obtain 
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their votes in favor of an iacorporation of a banking institution [the Merchants' 
Bank] in the city of New York ; and the very strong and general suspicion, 
that the emoluments tendered were, in certain instances, accepted, inflicted a 
deep wound upon the purity and independence of legislation. That it appeared 
by the journals of the Assembly, that attempts have been made to corrupt, by 
bribes, four members of that body, to vote for the passage of the bill to iocor« 
porate the Bank of America ; and it also appeared by the journals of the Sen« 
ate, that an improper attempt had been made to influence one of the Senators 
to vote for the bill." 

Governor Tompkins, when he opened the session, on the twenty-eighth of 
January, said, that, " not unfrequently, the prominent men who seek the incor- 
poration of new banks, are the very same who have deeply participated in the 
original stock of most of the previously established banks. Having disposed 
of that stock at a lucrative advance, and their avidity being sharpened by re- 
peated gratification, they become more importunate and vehement in every fresh 
attempt to obtain an opportunity of renewing their speculations. If (said he) 
we still persevere in multiplying banks, will there not be danger of infusing into 
the public mind a suspicion, either that we yield too plainly to the management 
and pressure of external combinations, or that the unhallowed shrine of cupidity 
has its adorers within the very sanctuary of legislation — such a suspicion will 
be the prelude to the downfall of republican government, for it is erected and 
supported upon the affections of the people at large, and upon their faith in the 
inviolable firmness and probity of their public agents, and when once the found- 
ation is removed the superstructure must fall, of course." 

Among those who were opposed to this bank and approvers of the governor's 
course, I find the names of Archibald Mclntyre, James W. Wilkin, Erastus 
Root, John Tayler,^John W. Taylor, F. A. Bloodgood, Ambrose Spencer, John 
C. Spencer, Samuel Campbell, B. Coe, Nathan Sanford, Henry Yates, Alex- 
ander Sheldon, and Isaac Ogden. Among the friends of the bank, were Sam- 
uel Jones, Jr., Halsey Rogere, E. P. Livingston, Morgan Lewis, Jonas Piatt, 
and Ab'm Van Vechten. Van Buren's biographer, Holland, states, pages 86 
and 87, that he supported Tompkins with his " utmost influence and best talents," 
and that the bill " did not become a law ; but owed its defeat to the firmness of 
the governor." This is not true — the bill became a law in June, 1812 — Oliver 
Wolcoti was the first president — and Preserved Fish and Theodorus Bailey, ultra 
democrats, were named in the act, with others, as directors for two years. 

Next year (1813) in March, the opponents of Madison came into power in 
the Assembly, but the senate remained democratic, so called. Of the bonus 
agreed to be paid towards common schools for their charter, the Bank of Amer- 
ica asked to have $300,000 returned to them — and it was done, by 16 to 9 in 
the senate, Root and Van Buren, Bloodgood and Wilkin, being among the nays, 
to their credit be it recorded. It does seem to me, that, as neither party wanted 
to be rid of banks — and, that, as there was as much rottenness about * the Man- 
hattan' of the Democrats as ' the Merchants' of the Federalists — tlie oflTer of 
the trustees of the U. S. Bank, was, in its way, very liberal, had it been unac- 
companied with bribery — but the corrupting of the next year's legislature to 
induce them to give back to the bank $300,000 of the purchase money of the 
monopoly, out of the common school fund, after the bank was afloat, through 
wholesale corruption, was a refinement in knavery evincing talents suitable for 
Botany Bay or Van Dieman's Land. Southwick, Thomas, and others, were 
tried for bribery, and acquitted. Judge W. W. Van Ness, of Columbia county, 
presided at Southwick's trial, and took a bribe of $5,000 out of the funds of 
the bank, for his services in voting for the bill as a member of the council of 
revision (!!!) Charles King, J. A. Hamilton, and J. Verplanck, manfully stated 
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the facts in the American — General Root, in 1820, brought the judge before the 
legislature, where, instead of telling a plain story like a man, he appeared en- 
trenched behind the legal quibbles of four hired lawyers, six of the committee 
being also men of law. John Duer and Rudolph Bunner swore positively that 
Van Ness had told them that he was entitled to the third of $20,000, secretly 
appropriated by the bank for a gratuity to him, and the services of Grosvenor 
and Williams, and that he feared he would only get $5,000. The receipt and 
books of the bank were notvforthcoming — the judge had the cash — but the shock 
he got through the enquiry affected his health — he died in 1824. Butler alludes 
to him in letter thirty-eight of Correspondence. 

I am particular in noticing the system of New York bank chartering, to show 
how well aware Messrs. Van Buren, Cambreleng, Wright, Flagg, Dix, Young, 
Kendall, Butler, Beardsley, Marcy, Benton, Dickenson, Lawrence, Hoyt, Allen, 
Fish, &c., were, of what would be the results of their tampering with the cur- 
rency from 1828 to 1840. 

Theodorus Bailey, who was one of the most active and urgent of the lobby 
waiters for the Bank of, America, in 1812, presided at a iTleeting of the demo- 
crats of New York, on the twenty-third of April, 1805, al which an address 
was got up, signed by him, and sent through the state, denouncing the infamous 
proceedings connected with the Merchants* Bank charter. Here are extracts : 

" Alas ! the influence of gold has triumphed over the honor and interests of our country. — It 
is undeniable that a member of the senate endeavoured to bribe one of his colleagues, and that 
he is still permitted to degrade that honorable body by his presence. Can future confidence be 
reposed in him? Can our lives, our liberties and fortunes, be safely entrusted in such hands? 
If he was guilty, why was he not expelled ? If he was innocent, why was he censured by a vote 
of the senate? When the charge of corruption was openly announced in the Assembly, a com- 
mittee of investigation was appointed by "the Speaker, by the command and with the sanction of 
that house. The chairman of the committee presented a report, and a majority refused to receive 
it? Can we believe that men, conscious of integrity, and jealous of their characters, would have 
shrunk from evidence calculated to vindicate the innocent, and detect the guilty ? Would they 
have added to such committee individuals subject to the general criminationy knowing as they 
must have known, that their conduct could he attributed to no other cause than a determination 
to suppress the truth ?'* 

"Corruption [says Col. Duane] was first employed in the senate house, it produced the desired 
efiect — the press proclaimed the fact ; the senate, in consequence, instituted an enquiry, passed a 
vote of censure upon the corrupted member, and yet, strange to relate, this very senate ordered 
the printer who proclaimed the turpitude to be prosecuted, denying him the privilege of giving the 
truth in evidence.'* 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Voii Buren removes his law office to Hudson. Is appointed Attorney General. 
Receives the support of the Anti- Renters for the State Senate. Changes his 
residence to Albany. Is removed from the Attorney Generalship, and elected 
to the United States Senate. Fifty -one high-minded Federalists join the Buck- 
tails to put dovm Clinton. Clinton exposes " the organized corps.'' Van 
Buren' s early effort to convert the post office into a machine of party by pun- 
ishing post-masters for opinion's sake. 

In the latter part of 180S, or beginning of 1809, Van Buren removed his law 
office to Hudson, and continued to practice in the state and county courts till 
February, 1815, when he succeeded Abraham Van Vechten as Attorney Gen- 
eral of N. Y. The Council of Appointment chosen by the Assembly voted, two 
for Van Buren, (Jonathan Dayton and Lucas Elmendorff,) and two (Ruggles 
Hubbard and Farrand Stranahan) for John Wood worth, whom B. F. Butler 
appears to have so much disliked. Governor Tompkins gave the casting vote, in 
favor of Van Buren. In May, 1812, Van Buren was elected Senator for the 
Middle District — the anti-renters of Columbia county, whom he frequently 
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harangued, and the friends of De Witt Clinton in Rockland county, having 
turned the scale in his favor. He received 5,933, votes and his opponent, Ed- 
ward P. Livingston, whom he afterwards strongly recommended and supported 
for the office of lieutenant governor, got but 5,800. Holland says there were 
over 20,000 votes polled, which I believe, was not the case. 

At the time of Van Buren's election to the senate, Columbia county was 
greatly agitated with the anti-rent question. His conduct and proceedings with 
reference to that agitation are noticed in a subsequent part of this work. x^ 

Van Buren took his seat in the senate of New York, in November, 1812/**' 
and voted for De Witt Clinton for President, in opposition to James Madison 
and the old Jeffersonian party, having been supported for the senate by Solomon 
Southwick and other editors in the interest of Clinton. In March, 1813, he be- 
came a member of the court for the revision of errors; and in 18 1 6, removed 
from Hudson to Albany, where he resided till 1829, when he exchanged the 
office of Governor of N. Y. for that of Secretary of State, at Washington, 
in conformity with a secret understanding with General Jackson, previous to 
his election, as may be seen by referring lo his letter to J. Hoyt, No. 165 page 
207 of Correspondence, where he expresses the belief that his designs would 
have been frustrated had the honest and conscientious Pitcher been nominated 
as lieutenant governor, at Herkimer, instead of that pliant, corrupt, and there- 
fore convenient party tool, Enos T. Throop. 

In July, 1819, Van Buren, who had long been the most active and untiring 
of Governor Clinton's opponents, was removed from the influential office of At- 
torney General, now held by his son, John, and Thomas J. Oakley appointed in 
his place. In the session of 1821, Van Buren was sent to Washington as U. 
S. Senator, in the stead of Nathan Sanford, whose term had expired. In a 
legislative caucus he got 68 votes — Sanford got 24. In the legislature he had 
86 votes — Sanford, 60. It is a curious fact that but for the operation of the 
party caucus pledge. Van Buren would have failed, a decided majority of the 
members of the two houses being against him. By securing a majority in a 
private party meeting, however, the minority of the party had to go with its 
majority, contrary to their judgment, to nullify the plainest provisions of law 
and the wishes of the whole legislative body. 

In 1819, a party among the federalists, of whom Charles King and William 
A. Duer, (late president of Columbia college, N. Y., and whom Jesse Hoyt, in 
his letters, notices in rather an unfriendly manner,) seemed to have formed a 
design to put down Clinton. Fifty-one of them, including James A. Hamilton, 
Josiah Ogden Hoffman, John A. King, James Lynch, Johnson Verplanck, John C. 
Hamilton and John Duer, issued an address, on the fourteenth of February, 
1820, declaring that the federal party was at an end — that they approve of 
Monroe's administration — that they will support Tompkins and oppose Clinton 
for governor, though they neither object to the measures, morals, nor abilities of 
the latter. The Albany regency, with Van Buren as their leader, united with 
these fifty-one "high-minded" federalists, says Hammond, "to oppose the election 
of a governor, neither of which charged upon him a want of capacity, or integ- 
rity, or uttered a solitary syllable against his measures." He was sustained by 
the people by a majority of 1457 votes, but his no-principled opponents (for such 
they seem to have been,) carried the legislature. 

Governor Clinton's speech to the legislature gave great offence to B. F. Butler, 
Van Buren, Hoyt, Marcy, &c. ; and his message in January, 1821, where he 
shows that the officials in the pay of the federal government were interfering 
with the state elections, is described by the financial admirer of " stated preach- 
ing" as "very abusive." [See No. 47, page 167.] In his letter No. 31, page 
161, be says *< Clinton is raving mad, beside being a fool" — ^in 1819 (see No. 3) 
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he thought Clinton's situation was '' daily becoming more desperate" — and In 
1828 he shed crocodile tears over his grave. In Clinton's speech he intimated 
that the officers of the U. S. government were " interfering in the slate elections, 
as an organized and disciplined corps,"* and he recommended, as he had done 
before, a state convention to amend the constitution, whose doings should be suo- 
mitted to the people for their verdict. Judge UlshoefTer reported in the Assem- 
bly a bill calling such a convention, which Clinton, disapproving of some of its 
provisions, vetoed in the Council of Revision, he desiring an equal representa- ^ 
iion and that whatever amendments might be made in convention should be sub. 
mitted separately to the people. A new bill next session, first referring the whole 
matter to the electors, passed the legislature, and a third bill ordered the elec- 
* tions to take place in June, 1821, and the members to assemble at Albany in 
August. Their proceedings are referred to at length in another part of this 
volume. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Van Buren electioneers for the Presidency hy telling an untruth. Sincerity the 
first of virtues. The old Buffalo Bank, hy Van Buren, Barker, and the party. 
Van Buren goes for a never-paying hank. The Bucktail Democracy. Bank 
suspensions, and hard money principles in 1817. 

When Sir Walter Scott's publishers had given to the world Waverley, Guy 
Mannering, and the Antiquary, as anonymous, the baronet was frequently ask- 
ed, ARE you the author 1 His uniform reply was, " I am not." He after- 
wards owned that he had written these books ; and in explanation of his previous 
statement to the contrary, said, " I considered myself like an accused person, 
put on trial, to deny all that could not be proved against me, and refuse evidence 
to my own conviction — in short, I felt entitled to refuse my own evidence to 
disclose that which I wished to conceal." 

Van Buren was introduced to the republic as a candidate for the presidency, 
under the cloak of a friend, always a friend, to a sound specie currency — his 
biographers, his political friends in congress, the presses of his party, and the 
aspirant himself, all chaunted one chorus, and that was in praise of the " real 
hard money man." In his letter to Sherrod Williams, Aug. 8, 1836, he says : 

" In the course of my eight years service in the senate of this state, a very 
large proportion of its banking capital was incorporated, and iJie journals of that 

*With hiB message to the Assembly, Governor Clinton sent many documents to prove an undue interference of 
tlrt general government with the state elections. He showed that Van Buren, a thorough partisan of the men then 
in power at Washington, had addressed the following letter to Mr. Meigs, just twenty-one days before the state 
election, urging the post office department to remove certain post-masters, though free of blame, to serve his party, 
and intimidate by such example, the six hundred and seventy-four post-masters of the %tate — bidding Mr. Meigs 
remove them quickly and much food would follow — that is, to remove them before the election and many votes 
■would be thereby acquired by the candidates of his party. Mr. Monell made oath that the post-master-general 
had been told that the gentlemen thu« named for removal (by Van Boren) were uniform republicans, and that as 
no specific charges had been made against them, it was evident that their removal (for they were turned out) was 
a punishment for supporting Clinton for governor. The papers sent to the Assembly contained evidence to show 
that Roger Skinner hod not been idle at Sandy Hill. Lot Clark, named for a post-master by V. B., figures after- 
wards in the Crawford caucus of 1824. *' A government of influence and corruption, (said Mr. Clinton.) is the 
worst possible shape which a republican government can assume, because under tlie forms of freedom, it combines 
tbo essence of tyranny." 

Martin Fan Buren to Henry JHfetgrs, OeturaZ P. O., Washington.—^'^ April, 4, 1820.— My Dear Sir: Our sufferings, 
owing to the rascality of deputy iMist'masters, IS intolerable, and CRIES aloud for relief. We find it absolutely 
impossible to penetratr the interior with our papers, and unless we can attain them by two or three prompt removals, 
there is no limiting the injurious consequences that may result from it ; let me, therefore, entreat the post-master • 
feoeral to do an act of justice, and render us a partial service, by the removal of Holt, of Herkimer, and the 
appointment of Jabez Fox, Esq. — Also of Howell, of Bath, and the appointment of an excellent friend, W. B. 
Rochester, Esq., a young roan of the first respectability and worth in the state, and the removal of Smith, at Little 
FiiUs, and the appointment of Hollister, and the removal of Chamberlin, in Oxford, and the appointment of Lot 
CXark, £s«i. I am in extreme haste, and can, therefore, add no more. Use the enclosed papers according to your 
diseratioti ; and if anything is done, let it be quickly done, and you may rely upon it, much good will result from 
it. Yours ^ffectUmaUly, M. V. BUREN. 

April 15, 1820. Hon. R. J. Meigs, Jun*r.— Sir : From various representations which have been made to me in 
1 to the mal-praetieee of the pott-matter at Norwich, I moat cordially unite with Mr. Van Buren in leomn- 
' i; hit removal, and the appointment of Blr. Lot Clark. JOHN R. DRAKE, (H C.) 
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hodif ibitt ihnw thai I took an active part in aH the questions tohich arose upon ike 
subject. Most of the applications for banks t/iat were rejected, mil be found to have 
been so disposed of on my mofion ; AND EVERY APPLICATION, SAVE ONE, 
WILL BE FOUND TO HAVE MY VOTE RECORDED AGAINST IT. 
THE EXCEPTION was that of a bank established at BUFFALO at the close 
of the war. It was established with the avowed design of enabling the inhabit- 
ants the more speedily to rebuild the town after it had been burnt by the enemy. 
That my vote in that particular case would be governed by that consideration, 
and should not be construed into a departure from the course which I had pre- 
scribed to myself, was stated in my place. The motive proved in that in- 
stance as delusive as usual.'' 

This was as far from the truth as Scott's first assertion about the authorship 
of Waverley ; but, doubtless. Van Buren well knew that his hard money voters 
would, in general, read only their own parly journals, and listen to no orators 
beyond the pale of their sect. Party, or rather faction, is every thing. The 
people at elections move as armies do, under command. The mind that directs 
is not that of the people, or of any great part of them, but of men who are call- 
ed leaders — an oligarchy to all intents and purposes. Their leaders were, in 
general, aware that Van Buren had no principles whatever — that he had pro- 
fessed every thing, or anything, and been on any and every side — but they en- 
dorsed his orthodoxy, because he suited their purposes, and he succeeded. 

To show how necessary it is to investigate character by the use of well 
ascertained facts, this volume is written. Van Buren and his confederates are 
on trial, and the testimony for their conviction shall be ample, clear, and un- 
doubted. Let us hope that the time fast hastens in which it will be esteemed 
infamous to gain power and influence by false pretences. Even Lucifer, when 
about to approach the mother of mankind with falsehood on his lips, defied his 
natural form and garb as a fallen angel, and assumed the guise of the serpent 
as best suited to the deceitful part he was about to act. Blair tells us that 
" sincerity is the basis of every virtue" — Thomson, that it is " the first of vir- 
tues." Were it in more general use among the lawyers, priests and politicians, 
America would again become the Eden from which the effects of the first false, 
hood, from Tophet, drove our first parents. 

The Bank of Niagara at Buffalo was chartered in 1816 — Van Buren was 
then attorney-generkl, and the bucktail leader in the state senate — his friend 
Jacob Barker was a senator from the city of New York ; and his brother-in-law, 
major Cantine, a senator from Columbia, Greene, &c. Van Buren, on this occa- 
sion, made the only effort I ever heard of to grant a bank a charter during a time 
when cash payments were suspended, with the condition that it should never be 
required to pay specie, unless when it thought fit, but might go on twenty years, 
issuing notes, promising to pay specie, but never fulfilling that promise. 

Jonas Williams and others memorialized the senate on the 6th of Feb. for a 
bank at Buffalo, with $750,000 capital, stating that the agricultural and com- 
mercial pursuits of the people required it, but not one word about " rebuilding 
the town." The memorial was referred to Jacob Barker, Philetus Swifl, ana 
A. S. Clark, who reported a bill chartering a bank. The bill was considered 
in committee of the whole on the 8th of March, on which occasion Van Buren 
rose and stated, that its provisions met his hearty approbation, and that he should 
vote for it. He did so — so did Cantine. Barker kept below the bar. Two- 
thirds of the senate went for the bill, which passed. Its provisions are import- 
ant, as shewing Van Buren's views in 1816, afler the state banks had suspended, 
the United States Bank been put down, and he had had much experience as a 
Hudson Bank director, attorney-general, <S£c. 

The bill provided, 1. That the Stockholders, none of them liable for itsdebta^. 
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should coAtiDue to be a corporation till 1832. Even then ft was planned to have 
all the bank monopoly charters run out as near together as possible, that the 
powers of corruption might be invoked, as tl^ey were in 1829, to perpetuate 
them. — 2. The capital was to be $400,000. — 3. One notice in one paper in the 
county, 80 days before an election of directors, was to be sufficient ; and stoch- 
holders were to vote in person or by proxy. 4. If John was a poor farmer with one 
share ($50) he was to give one vote. If his brother Martin had 500 shares, he 
was empowered to give one vote more alone than 499 farmers with a share 
each, taken together. [Would Van Buren like to introduce this sort of de- 
mocracy at the ballot boxes ?] 5. The bank was not to be compelled to pay specie 
for any bank notes it might issue, by virtue of the charter. 6. The first di- 
rectors were to be chosen by the Legislature. 7. And might begin to bank and 
isisue notes when they pleased ; and call on the stockholders to pay 10 or 12 J 
cents in the dollar on their shares at first, and the rest when they saw fit. 

The Senate, without knowing who would or who wouldn't take stock, named 
the first directors, and took care to appoint one of themselves on the board. 
There was no commission named to apportion the stock equally — it was left to 
be jobbed for. The Jefferson Co. bank bill appointed commissioners, and left 
it to the shareholders to elect directors. Van Buren voted against it, and against 
the Herkimer Co. bank petition, March 28th. The banks he TOted against suc- 
ceeded better than those he supported. 

On the 5th of April, 1816, (see the senate journals,) the Council of Revision 
admonished Van Buren, Cantine and their majority in the Senate, that it would 
be unjust to allow the Niagara Bank bill to pass into a law unless it were 
amended so that if the bank issued paper it might be bound to redeem it in 
money — that it need not pay out a dollar in money as the bill was drawn ; and 
that if it had no money to pay bills with it had better not issue any, because 
the more banks there were issuing such paper the less of specie we would see 
in the state. It was notorious (said the Council) that for more than a twelve, 
month the incorporated banks of the State had refused to redeem their notes in 
specie. They had found it far more gainful to sell their dollars to the usurers 
of Europe, and to charge our merchants a high premium for silver, while they 
glutted the American market with paper promises on which they charged 7 per 
cent, interest, though they cost them nothing. They further urged, that this 
was the first attempt made in this State to give special privileges to a new 
Bank, since the old ones had defied the public and refused to pay their debts ; 
and that they, (the Council,) returned the bill to the Senate, because they wished 
to protect the public against the multiplication of corporations issuing a currency 
which they refused to convert into cash on demand. 

On the lOth of April, (see senate journal, page 236,) VAN BUREN made 
a speech to persuade two-thirds of the members of the Senate to incorporate the 
Bank in spite of the Council of Revision, and WITHOUT A SPECIE PAY- 
ING CLAUSE, in the very teeth of its honest objections. He MOVED TO 
INSERT A CLAUSE TO THAT EFFECT, and thus pass the bill! On 
the 1 1th, the bill was reconsidered in committee of the whole, but as it was found 
utterly impracticable to get two-thirds to vote for paper currency, not payable 
in cash, by a direct vote, the Council's amendment had to be reluctantly adopted 
by the " democrats," and Van Buren and Cantine again voted for the Bank, 
which became a bad law. 

Altho' Van Buren could not get a clause in the bill to permit the bank to flood 
the country with paper promises it would be under no obligation to redeem, he 
contrived that the charter should allow the bank to stop when it had no specie^ 
buy in its worthless rags at 10 or 12 cents to the dollar, and begin again as 
often as it pleased to play this game. It did so, and cheated the public whole- 
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sale. I sold its notes in 1820 and in 1821, eight dollars for one-^the State was 
defrauded out of its deposits, the farmers out of their produce, and the 
mechanic out of the fruits of his labor. Once more the bank started, its Presi* 
dent was indicted for cheating, J. Barker was to have $5,000 for procuring a 
$25,000 loan to keep it going, but it broke again before aid could get to Bufiaio. 
Kibbe, its first President, was a Burrite, concerned in frauds by which the Mer- 
chants' Bank Charter passed in 1805, and one of " the lobby." General 
Swartwout writes (1823), '^ My Dear Morrison — The Dutchess must past the 
House on Tuesday, and yours [the Chemical Bank] will pass the Senate on 
Wednesday, certain. See Kibbie as soon after dinner as possible — he knows 
the cords to pull upon, and will carry you triumphantly through. Your friend, 
KoB. Swartwout." Van Buren's bank initiated the Buffalo people, who bad 
become such proficients in the mysteries that thirteen banks broke down in that 
place, cheating the weaver of cloth, and the grower of wheats wool, &c.,oat of 
at least three millions of dollars. 



CHAPTER X. 



Even Abon Hassan, the most disinterested of all vicerovs, foigot not, during his Caliphate of one 
day, to send a douceur of one thousand pieces of gold to his own household. — WALTsa Soorr. 

Van Biuren*8 confederatts blow vp the old Buffalo bank. — lis cashier (not Hoyt) 
becomes State Printer to the Bucktails. — Marcy^ Leakey and the New Hope^ 
Del, /Jridge Company. — Van Bitren not fond of stcarms of Banks. — How he 
acted with the Chenango Bank Charter, — Wahoorthy Van Bureuy and the old 
and new Plattsburgh Banks. — On taxing Bank Stockj and chartering Utica 
and Ontario Branch Banks, — Clinton and the Assembly of N. Y. defeated by 
Van Buren and his hold ooer Senate in an effort to expose errors in, and amend 
the Banking System. — The. Pennsylvania and Ohio Banks, 

By reference to pages 154 and 155, letters 9, 10, and 11, it will be seen that 
B. F. Butler had a keen scent ; he wanted Hoyt to be cashier, and Barker 
owner of the Buffalo bank which Van Buren had created, and which was then 
ready to burst up. Van Buren's unprincipled followers had it in their own 
hands from the commencement. Isaac Kibbie was its first President, and Isaac 
Q. Leake its first cashier; and when it broke down in 1819,* Van Buren in- 

* Attorney General Taicott applied to Chancellor Sanford in 18^, enumerating the enor- 
mities of van Buren's Buffalo bank, with a view to the sponging off its charter fh>m the 
statute book, but it couldn't be done. Perhaps, like a Scotch peerage, it's only dormant now. 
In 1836, its parent, Van Buren, gravely addressed S. Williams thus : — " As if anxious to con- 
tribute their share to this inroad upon the policy of the federal constitution, th^; state govern- 
ments have not only created swarms of banking institutions, but until recently, most of these 
Institutions were authorized to issue notes of as low a denomination as a single dollar. The 
consequences of this departure from the appropriate functions of the federal and state govern- 
ments, have been extensively injurious. Tnat gold and silver should constitute a much 
greater proportion of the circulating medium of me country than they now do, is a position 
which few are disposed to deny." 

On the 20th of April, 1818, during the same session of the Van Buren majority in the 
Senate all hurry and bustle to hasten favorite measures, on speculation, a bill from the 
Assembly, to withdraw from the democracy, the many, and confer on the aristocracy, the few, 
more power and influence, came up in the form of a bill to incorporate the Bank of Chenango. 
What madness is it that blinds the tillers of the soil to their best interests 1 Such a bank 
confers on a few anxious gamblers power to hire and employ lying attorneys and lying editors ; 
to tax the country many thousands of dollars yearly for the use of the idle and profligate; to 
make paper money promises scarce in a country, or plentiful, at pleasure ; to hire election- 
eering oracles and orators ; to bespatter honesty and sinceriij in nomespon with falsehoo d , ; 
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V vited Leake to joiD his brother-in-law, Cantine, as one of the state printers, 
and joint editor of his mouth-piece, the Albany Argus. Leake was turned out 
t)f the Argus by Van Buren in 1824 to make way for Croswell, and sent out to 
Pennsylvania to take charge of another leaky vessel, or bank craft, as treasurer 
of the New Hope, Delaware Bridge Company, a concern such as Van Buren 
would have made the Buffalo Bank if he could, with power to fail from time to 
time, compound and go on again, for ever. It went down in 1S21, the treasurer 
vanished. Leake & Co. began again in 1825, and in 1826, we find him puffing 
the frail bark in the N. Y. Evening Post. Governor Marcy was one of its bor- 
rowers, and a knot of speculators used it in N. Y. as Butler and Barker did the 
Washington and Warren. The Pennsylvanians were so often pillaged that they 
drove it out of their State, and it is now set up again the sixth time, and its notes 
have a wide circulation, hailing from the Jersey side of the Delaware. 

In 1817, Reuben Hyde Walworth appeared before the legislature, as senior 
petitioner for a bank charter, of like character with the others, to be located at 
Plattsburgh, the stock to be discreetly distributed, &c. Senators Hascall, Bloom, 
and Walter Bowne, of the Seventh Ward Bank, N. Y., reported that the land 
round Plattsburgh is " fruitful in the productions of the earth," like Canaan of 
old ; and that '' it is believed that a bank will enable the merchants to purchase 
this produce, and save the farmers much, if not the entire, transportation to 
Montreal." Of course they reported a bank bill, which passed the Senate in 
committee on the 21st of March (page 222 of Journal) : Van Buren and Cantine 
■ declared that they could not possibly support the measure, and recorded their 
votes to throw it out, but failed ; yeas 14, nays only 11. Next day two addi- 
^ tional senators were present, and it was seen that if Van Buren and his brother- 
in-law should both hold out, the bill would be lost, 14 to 13. This would 
never do. Nor would it suit Van Buren to wheel round on such a short 
notice. The leader therefore kept among the nays on the final passage of the 
bill, but Cantine declared that he had got a new Hght within tfie last twentV'four 
hours J and immediately reversed his vote, thus securing the passage of the charter 
in the Senate, by a majority of one.* He played the same suspicious game on 

to join with others in becoming bankrupt, and refusing payment of debts, while compelling 
inaividuals to fulfil their obligations to the bank ; and, should the concern become insolvent, 
widespread ruin ensues, while those whose folly or guilt, or both, did the mischief, lie bv, 
ready to lobby at Albany for new means to plunder by law, when public indignation is hush- 
ed to sleep. 

On the above day the Senate went into committee on the Chenango bank charter. Van 
Buren being most appropriately in the chair. Senator Yates moved to reject it as anti- 

• democratic, &c. But the party loved it, it promised to add to their temporary power, to yield 
enormous gain on the stock, and form an offset against the opposition. Major Cantine held 
up both hands in its favor ; Samuel Young declared that his heart was in it ; the committee 
rose ; Van Buren report^l that the bill had been adopted ; no one even whispered *' give iis 

• ike ayes and n^fes" as was usual ; the bill was ordered to go ahead without even a division. 

Had Mr. Van Buren been averse to this charter, he would have called for the ayes and 
noes on the report, but he agreed to its reception ; and when the bill was engrossed and 
passed (see Senate Journal, pages 353 and 354), Cantine, Skinner, and Samuel Young, voted for 
It, while Van Buren slipped below the bar to avoid a vote, knowing that his friends' votes would 
ensure the success of tne bill. Here, again, the official records of the State give the lie to his 
assertion that " every application [for a bank] save one, would be found to have his vote 
recorded against it." 

* In IF26. the hank of Plattsburgh exploded, and there were many recriminations among the democracy. 
Jndge Piatt prosecuted Comptroller Fiagg, then a spunky country editor, for libel ; the bank directors prosecuted 
Piatt ; the farmers found their produce in that *' fruitful " land transmuted into bank paper of bad repute ; and 
Van Buren congratulated himself in not having voted with brother CanUne in 1817. 

To help Van Buren to the Presidency in 18%, the party chartered a second bank at Plattsburgh ; and, with 
no good will towards Clinton, named it after him. The nominal capital was S2U0,000 ; the real money in its 
* vaults very little indeed. For some three or four years its president and cashier managed its affairs almost 
exclusively, and appropriated Its Ainds to their private use, or for the benefit of their favorites. They were of 
the class called speculators ; their oliligations are worthiest ; and as to bringing the lazy directors to book, for 
ttM btnefit of the bill-holde.'s, the oligarchy, Yrhf) rule, do npt encouwg^ such practices. 
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the same day in the case of the Geneva bank, coming quietly round to the sUk 
of monopoly the moment his vote was wanted. What a pity Jesse HoytVr 
memoranda, papers and correspondence,* did not extend back to 1818, and dis- 
close the WEIGHTY reasons which induced the Van Buren state printer to make 
these somersets ! 

Mr. O. A. Brownson, one of the writers in the Democratic Review, assures 
us, January 1842, that ^' Bankers, capitalists, corporators, stockjobbers, specu- 
lators, and trafficking politicians control the government, and, in nearly all cases, 
shape its policy." Is not Van Buren, and has he not been for 38 years, since 
1808, one of the most artful and crafty of these " trafficking politicians V 

In 1816, (Senate Journal, April 16, pages 202, 203,) an excellent resolution 
was called up for consideration, in substance as follows : ^^ That as the several 
chartered banks had for some time wholly refused to pay their notes, when 
required to do so by those who held them — the safety of the public demanded 
some investigation into their affairs — and that the Comptroller be required on or 
after December next to call on such banks as shall not by that date have begun 
to pay what they owe to the people, who hold their promises, in specie — to give 
some account of their affairs, each bank on the oath of its president and cashier, 
showing, 1. The amount of their notes in circulation. 2. What amount of debt 
they owe. 3. What sum they have in specie. 4. How much money is due 
the bank by individuals. 6. And how much from other banks. . 6. What was 
the proportion between the funds they had on hand, and the amount of bills 
discounted during the three months before such bank stopped payment — and, 
after that time, what was it during each three months up to the time on which 
the return might be made. 7. And, generally, a full and fair account of the 
bank concerns, so that the legislature, on behalf of the country, might adopt 
such measures next session as the public welfare would be found to require. 

What could be more just, appropriate, and imperiously called for than the 
above inquiry, during a suspension of cash payments 1 Yet most true it is, that 
Van Buren, the leader of the faction who have for many years denounced their 
opponeills as the bank party — Van Buren and his aide-de-camp, Cantine, offered 
to the adoption of the above resolve a powerful and steady opposition,* and 

* In 1818, (see cage 163 of the Senate Jotirnal,) the Assembly, on the recommendation of Governor CllnUni 
and complaint or the people in variom parts of the State, having adopted a resolntion, sent it, March 90, to the 
Senate for cnnciirrtsnce, as follows : 

" Resolved, (if the Senate concur herein) that a Joint Committee of the Senate and Assembly be appoiolod 
to inquire into the mode :md manner in which the several incorporated banlcs within this State have adminis- 
tered tbe trust granted to them ; and whether any or either of the officers, agents or directors, or other persoM 
by them authorized, have secretly or impliedly diverted any part of the funds thereof to any im roper purpoeei, 
or have made use of any undue means for the purpose of forcinz their paper into circulation ; and whether 
they have ot all times promptly complied with ail tbe demands madn upon them for the payment of their nnlas 
in specie ; and whether any or either of the said officers, agents, or directors, have been guilty of any firandnlMlt 
or unui ious practices as such ; and whether any or either of ihem have used or now do use any of the funds flf 
either of the said banks for covenous or oppressive purposes : and also that the committee be instructed to !•- 
quire by what means the several incorporated banks in this State procured their charters. That the said oom- 
inittee have power to send for persons and papers, and that they report their proceedines to this iMislature wHk. 
all convenient speed ; and in case of such concurrence, that Mr. P.ersoo, Mr. Duer, Mr. Root, Mr. Lawrence, 
and Mr. Webb be of the said committee on the part of this House." 

To Van Huron and hid band of deceitful preteiwlers to democracy — the pharisees of the Senate— such a reeolve 
was gall and wormwood. How would the Washington and Warren, the Old Buffiilb, and other pretended baalKa 
have stood a searching investigation into tbeir operatimis and standing ? They oould not do it. 

Next day, March 21 , Van Buren and some others of the majority delivered able and eloquent speeches in Ikvor 
of the banks and the bankers. It was said that their usefulness, honesty, rectitude, and proper conduct were ht- 
ynnd all question— that tu doubt them was to doubt the honor of the honorable gentlemen who presided at their 
shrines — that the people would be indignant at the insult offered ni the resolutitm to *' the democratic banke^** 
tbe friends of liberty, equality, and a better currency — and that all inquiry must be resisted, in every shape and 
form. It will be found by reference to the Senate Journal, of March 21, that " Mr. Pr^^sidcnt put the queetioii 
whether the Senate would ajtree to the said resolution, and it passed in the negative. Therefore, resolved^ ti^t 
the Senate DO NOT CONCUR," &c. 

The resolution ^hich Van Buren and his party thus voted do^n in the Senate, had paawd the Assembly 70 to 
30, Me^rs. Root, Edwards and Sbarpe for, and Mr. Oakley agalntit it It was based on Governor Clinton*8 really 
prophetic message, and an excellent report by Mr. Isaac Pler$>on, Oom the Assembly's Committee. Judge UUho«i- 
fer wished to go fiu^ther still— he moved "to institute an inquiry into the measures now taking by Mink apptt- 
canui to procure charters," but was out-voted. Van Buren and the Banks bad agreed that all enquiry shouU b« 
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aeting as the agents or instruments of the delinquept bankers, succeeded in 
quashing inquiry. They both voted against the resolution — ^neither of them 
suggested or offered any substitute. [See Journal, p. 203.J The Bankers put 
their feet on the people's necks — increased in number and in power — bank 
presses were set up — grumblers were conciliated — false beacons held up to 
delude the millions — and the flatterers, the vile parasites of the most uneducated 
of the population, attained a bad eminence by the worst of means, and avarice 
and fedse ambition were satiated with wholesale plunder out of the blood and 
sweat of our too generous and confiding countrymen* That a system thus 
successful should embolden the immoral to deeds of wholesale villainy — ^that 
banks, thus the masters of the legislature, should not be very particular as to the 
Golconda or Potosi whence their wealth was derived — is not to be wondered at. 



CHAPTER XI. 



Bjiowest thou not that the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the jov of the hypocrite but 
for a moment 1 Though his excellency mount up to the Heavens, and his head reach unto 
the clouds 1 yet he shall perish : a fire not blown snail consume him ; it shall go ill with him 
that is left in his tabernacle. — Job^ chap. xx. 

Why did President Polk appoint Ex-President Butler tOj and why does he 
continue him in the office of U, S, District Attorney 1 — Butler^s extortions when 
district attorney under Van Buren. — His religious hypocrisy, — Bitchie censures 
the author for uncloaking Butlerj Van Buren^ Coddington emd others. — 
Butler^s brief history, — He studies law and politics with Van Buren, and 
becomes his law-partner, — Jacob Barker buys the Washington and Warren 
Bank charter, and sets Butler up as its mock President. — Halsey Rogers, — 
Van Buren carries the Bank cunningly through the Legislature j and sup- 
ports tfte Aubtirn bank. — Swart and Malhry, — Butlerh bank roguery <, oiihe art 
and mystery of M. Van Bureaus System of State Banking, happily illustrated 
by the practice of his law-partner, up at Sandy Hill, — Lessons for young 
Bankers and Brokers. — ' Ferdinand Mendez Pinto was but a type of thee^ thou 
Prince of Liars P — Barker, Hoyt and Butler play a steady game of brag, and 
seek to puff their worthless rags, through the Patroon,Van Rensselaer, — Stated 
Preaching, 

When Mr. Polk, in May, 1845, had perused the letters of John Van Buren, 
J. I. Coddington, and others, to Jesse Hoyt, which appeared in my Lives of 
Hoyt and Butler, he remarked, that he would not give Mr. Coddington the office 
of Collector of the Port of New York, which, on the recommendation and 
advice of Butler, Van Buren, and others, he had promised to him, through 
General Dix, but would appoint a man of his own. The place was bestowed 
on Cornelius W. Lawrence. 

If Coddington's language, and his intimacy and connection with Hoyt, 
Swartwout, and other defaulters, produced this change in the President's views 

qnntfied. In Pennsylvinia, the fannera, with the honest part of the community generally, had suflerod 
terribly from pretended bankers, chartered by advice of Snyder, the Van Buren of that State. An immense 
amoimt of property was sacrificed by the sheriflT, and corrupt men pinyed any part likely to bring them plenty 
of public plunder. Dr. Joel B. Sutherland's private letter to M*Coy (page 182, .No. 93), liAs the curtain on a 
•fate of society Rnythinji; hut enviable. This year, too, in Nov., the Cincinnati banks stopped payment, owing 
t^ U. B. Bhur S750 000 (hr their notes received by Secretary Crawford's order, In payment of the Public 
Lands. One of these, the Miami Expfirting Company, has ever been in bad hands, seemingly, its fttllnre, 
fnt the fourth time, in 184^ so enraged the citizens, that they completely riddled it, as also the Cincinnati 
Bank. That did no inimediate good, but may serve as a warning to others to fly low, and thus prevent a 
more extensive violation of order. 

I will refer more fhlly to Clinton's message of this yeat when describing Van Buren's dishonest scheme of 
18S0| called the Safety Fund system. 
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in May, 1845, with regard to him, of what consists the secret power, by means 
of which Benjamin F. Butler has been continued in office as the U. S. District 
Attorney at New York, from that time till now, in view of as full and ample a 
record of fraud and dishonesty as ever secured for a criminal a cell in the state 
prison ? Mr. Polk is a strict professor of religion, avows himself to be a 
democrat, and has been raised to the highest station in the gift of fifteen millions 
of freemen. In September last, Mr. Butler's fraudulent conduct, as President 
of the Washington and Warren Bank, was shown in the clearest terms — ^his 
partner in iniquity swore that the letters which gave evidence of his guilt, were 
all genuine* — the evidence on the records of Congress, with reference to the 
New York Custom House defaults, seizures, and prosecutions, while Butler 
held the office under Van Buren*]* which Mr. Polk replaced him in, is a disgraceful 
exhibition of wholesale legal extortion — and all this under the cloak of a pious, 
evangelical professor of religion, careless about worldly wealth, and engrossed 
with the cares of Heaven-seeking, stated preaching, the gospel, a savor of life 
unto life, and the terror of Tophet to those " who neglect so great salvation." 
Not only has Mr. Polk continued to endorse the availability of Butler, as the 
incumbent of one of the most influential and lucrative offices in the department 

♦ Benjamin P. Butler, many years the law-partner of Van Buren, is a son of Medad But- 
ler, a smith, aiterwards clerk to Stephen Hogeboom, and finally tavem-keei)er at Kinderhook 
Landing, N. Y., an industrioas. pains-taking man, whom the Van Buren interest placed in 
the House of .A^mbly, and aiterwards made him, about 1834, a County Judge. Benjamin 
was his assistant in his public house ; but as he gave evidence of talent, united to great cun- 
ning and shrewdness, and a love for reading, he sent him to study law with Van Buren at 
Hudson, in 1811. In 1817, Van Buren made him his law-parUier. In 1818, Butler got 
married — and next year tried what he suK>osed to be a surer and speedier road to riches — the 
banking business. 

Old Butler was a prominent professor of religion — very conspicuous in the Presbyterian 
Church ; but having been rebuked for some carelessness or other, he joined the Methodists 
for a time. His son Benjamin was (or seemed to be) fervent in spirit, earnest, and eloquent 
in prayer at meetings of the saints. He was really famous and celebrated in early life as an 
exhorter to faith and repentance. I have letters from Columbia County and Albany, written 
by worthy citizens, who remember him, neaxlj thirty years since, a zealous, devout-looking, 
and very conspicuous professor of holiness. He acquired religious, legal, and political capi- 
tal in this way ; and so strong had the habit of reproving sinners, and playing the samt 
abroad, become in him, that he actually played it off, occasionally, on his partner in iniquity, 
Jesse Hoyt, while engaged in scenes of pillage and rascality, the exposure of some of which 
has astonished even Wall Street, N. Y., and the Bank Charter Factory, at Albany. 

t It will be seen by reference to R. H. Nevins^ letter of instrucUons to his friend Hoyt, Uiat the Wall-street 
brokers are quite averse to a direct tax on bank stock ; and with reason. Confasion in the currency, fkncy 
stocks, doubtful institutions, are among their surest props. A tax on bank capital would be apportioned accord- 
i^ to its nominal amount, and such banks as Nevins describes, No. 118, page 189, with five millions capital 
'*only a few thousand dollars in specie, and bank credits for the balance,'* would snfier, as they ought. In 
1818, the Assembly passed a bill to lay a tax on bank stock (page 349, Senate Journal), but Van Buren, Cantine, 
Bowne, and Tibbets, opposed it in the Senate. Toung was in its favor. It was the close of the session, and 
the bill was put to sleep. Next year (1819), on the 8th of April (p. 273 of Journal), the Assembly again sent 
«p a bill to tax bank stock for the benefit of the common schools of the State— and why noti Van Rnren 
opposed it, to the delight of the brokers and bankers ; but was ready that same session to impose and collect a 
direct tax out of the poor farmer's hard earnings. The regency went against it, Van Vechten went with them. 
Toung did not vote, and in 1823 we find Nevins instructing his fit representative, J. Hoyt, on the same subject. 

On the 15th of March, 1815, a bill came fnnn the Assembly to grant the bank of Utica a charter for a toinch, 
<nr additional bank, by the same owners, at Canandaigua, with a president, twelve directors, Itc. The Senate** 
first vote (pages 238-9, Journal), was, yeas 13, nays 9 ; Van Buren invisible, Cantine a yea. It was moved 
that the notes being issued at both places, should' be payable at both. Lost, 13 to 10, Van Buren Invisible, 
Oanttne a nay. RadcUfie moved a clause, declaring that the legislature may at any time repeal or amend this 
bHU Lost, nays 12. yeas 10. Cantine a nay, Van Buren invisible. The bill was thrown out, March 23d, vote 
11 to 11, Van Buren invisible. 

Now was the time for Van Buren to reappear in his place in the Senate. He wanted the bill to (lass, but 
also to avoid responsibility. When he saw it could not be carried without his help, he voted for a motion to 
reconsider the vote by which it had been lost, which required two*thirds of the Senators, and having thua 
restored it to the orders of the day, he recorded his name in its favor and it passed, and the directors of the 
liaak of Utica were forthwith enabled to establish a branch in connection with theirs at Canandiiigua, for all 
purposes except that of redeeming in cash, the notes they might issue there ! We next find him voting for a 
branch bank of the bank of Ontario at Utica ; and again (p. 333), for an additional or branch bank of the New- 
burgh Bank at Ithaca. To comprehend the real character of Uiis cunning and deceitftii politician, his more 
rscent votesi language, and conduct, must be kept in view. 
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of public justice, but he even went so &r as to direct Thomas Ritchie, the 
organ, advocate, or mouthpiece of his government, to censure me in the harshest 
terms for exposii^ Butler's hypocrisy, avarice and rapacity, which Ritchie did 
accordingly through the columns of the Daily Union. Is there a bargain 
between the parties ? Are they members of a mutual insurance company ? 

On the first week in March, 1819, in the 24th year of his age, B. F. Butler 
took up his abode at the village of Sandy Hill, in the county of Washington, 
fifty or sixty miles north of Albany, as lawyer, christian ezhorter, and president 
of the Washington and Warren Bank, a ^monied corporation' of two years 
standing,* which the notorious stockjobber, Jacob Barker, had bought from the 



* The Washington and Warren Bank Charter may be found in the Statutes of New 
York for 1817. Its provisions were very much akin to those of the old bank of Niagara, at 
Buffalo. It will be seen that Halsey Rogers, who is described in Sudam's Report, on the 
Senate Journal of 1824, as one of those unprincipled creatures who hang upon the legislature, 
for gain, as lobby members — vile characters, guilty of letting themselves out for such rewards 
as may be extorted from the hopes and fears of the timid and desperate — was appointed a 
comnufeioner to distribute the stock. 

The bill originated in the Assembly. On the 24th of March, 1817, the Senate (Van Buren) 
threw it out— Van Buren and his brother-in-law, Cantine, the State-printer, both speaking 
and voting against it. 

Four dajrs after. Senator Hart moved to restore the bill. This required two-thirds of the 
Senate, which had then 27 members. If Mr. Van Buren was opposed to banks, whv did he 
vote for this bill, when his mere abserice would have prevented it from being again placed on 
the order of the day "i And having done so, why did hfe deny it in 1836, and declare, in his 
Sherrod Williams letter, that he had never voted but for the old Buffalo bank 1 Are not 18 
two-thirds of 27— and was not he one of the 18 1 Was not his relative, Cantine of the Ai|^s, 
another 7 What sort of argumevts had the applicants for this bank used in the course ot the 
four days with a couple of money-loving lawyers, who had " special privileges" to bestow or 
withhold, which induced them to talk cmd vote 07i both sides — for and against — bank and anti- 
banki 

" I have always been opposed to the increase of banks," said Van Buren, in his letter to 
Sherrod Williams. How could he be expected to add, " and therefore recommended and 
voted for them !" " I have known Mr. Van Buren long and intimately," said Senator Ben- 
ton. " He is a real hard-money man ; opposed to the paper system ; in favor of a national 
currency of gold." Yet this hard-money man could wheel about and restore to life the Wash- 
ington and Warren Bank, receiving a new light within the space of four days : and his law- 
partner, Butler, could, with his advice and consent, accept the Presidency of that fraudulent 
corporation — and when it had closed its doors, return back to his old partnership. " An in- 
troduction of a new bank into the most distant of our villages, places the business of that 
village within the influence of the money power of England," said Mr. Van Buren, in a Pre- 
sidential message from Washington — but he omitted to add that he had placed within that, 
and other yet worse influences, the bank once located up at Sandy Hill. 

The " restoration" of the Washington and Warren Bank Bill took place on the 28th — Mr. 
Enos T. Throop's Auburn Bank bill passed the Senate next day, without an -opposing voice 
— Van Buren and everybody else being in its favor. Next came the final passage of the 
Washington and Warren (March 31st), and the Senate that had been 15 to 13 against it, sent 
it up to me Governor and Council, by a vote of 15 to 6. Cantine now for the bill — Van 
Buren below the bar ! Senators Mallory and Swart had voted it down at their leader's bid- 
ding, on the 24th ; now they wheeled mto line and voted it up again ! Governor Marcy 
describes Mallory as one of the most upright of men, and he threw up the American because 
Charles King expressed a doubt. 

The W. and W. Bank bill provided that it was to issue its notes whenever the stockholders 
had paid into its vaults ten cents on the dollar of its capital, and that the operations of dis- 
count and deposit were to be carried on at Sandy Hill only. What its operaiums there con- 
sisted in, may be seen by consulting the descriptive epistles of Mr. President Butler. By the 
montii of February, 1819, its promises to pay $278,693 were in the hands of the people, in the 
form of bank notes, yielding Mr. Barker $19,528 of interest, from that source alone. How 
was it in February, 1820 1 

Senator Hammond, from a Committee on Bank Charter granting (see Senate Journal, 
1818, pages 144 and 145), reported that the charter for a bank incorporation, called the Wash- 
ington and Warren Bank, could be of no use to the section of country where it was nomi- 
luQly located, as the stock was nearly all held by a private banker in New York City (Barker), 
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speculators \i^ho got it up. Barker could issue its bills at his Exchange Bank, 
New York, to mechanics and traders, who would find it no easy task to go north 
to Sandy Hill to get them cashed. With brokers and bankers he expected to 
be able to hold his own. 

Jacob Barker being the sole, or almost, sole proprietor of this real ^ wild- 
cat' bank, Butler was selected as his colleague, and duly installed as its President, 
Director and Bank Attorney. His correspondence with Hoyt and Barker, 
published in pages 151 to 165, of this volume, running through a period of 
fifteen months, will surely satisfy the most sceptical, that Van Buren could not 
have recommended a more suitable coadjutor, as the legal adviser of General 



on whose credit its circulation depended ; and that though it pretended to do business at 
Sandy Hill, its real location was New York. 

On reference to Butler's correspondence, page 155, he will be found exerting himself with 
Butler in favor of Hoyt, as a suitable Cashier to the old, thrice-insolvent Bank of Niagara, 
at Buffalo, the charter for which Van Buren drew and voted for. Leake, one of the State 
printers, had had the office for a time. 

On the 21st of June, 1819, Butler employed Hoyt to collect small change, with which to 
* tease the enemy,* (p. 156.) In other words, he wanted shillings and sixpences, wherewith 
to mock the honest taxmers who had given their wheat for his bills, with a pretence of pay- 
ment. There was A RUN on the bank, and he says that he had redeemed on the Monday 
and Tuesday, two days, $780, being ^90 per day, during a rum, ! He had in the bank just 
S1400 in specie, being enough (he tells Barker) for three or four days more. At this time 
the Bank had perhaps $500,000 of its notes afloat in the country. Two persons having sent 
$166 in notes to be cashed (page 157), the enraged financier threatened, that, if any more 
such demands were made upon him, he would " put them on the same ground with the 
others" — that is, he would pretend to pay them in their turn, he paving " in a slow way," in 
sixpences, to some other real or imagmary creditor, during ' bant hours.' 

Two or three bankers and brokers had taken in payment $10,000 of Butler's notes from 
their debtors. They sent Gilchrist and Wiswall up to Sandy ijill to get the cash. Butler 
had only $1400, but he pretended to pay. " I have told Mr. Gilchrist (says he to Hoyt, page 
157) that I was ready to pay specie, and would pay specie at all times during banking hours ; 
and that I would pav nothing else." Now this was a falsehood, for all he had was $1400, 
which could have been counted in 15 to 30 minutes, and Gilchrist had asked good notes or 
specie for $5,600, and Wiswall for about $4,000. Next day, June 23d, he bade Hoyt to pro- 
claim through Albany the solvency of the bank. " Tell all persons (said he, page 157) that 
the bank has not stopped, and wiU not stop payment^ and that we pay in specie. This was a 
bold and impudent untruth, as his previous letters show, and its object was to induce the 
merchants and dealers to take the notes for goods.. If he knew that the bank had means to 
pay — and he was a deceiver of the people if he held his office, in ignorance of its real condi- 
tion — I say, if he knew this (and he says he did), why were the public cheated, on his advice 1 
What became of the bank funds 1 Was the W. and W. B. a tender to Barker's insolvent 
Exchange Bank, and Butler his decoy-duck 1 Let their correspondence answer. 

On Wednesday (letter 19"), Butler wrote to Hojrt— " Tell all persons that the bank will not 
stop" — in other words, tell all persons to exchange their property for, and take payment for their 
services in, W. and W. notes, signed B. F. Butler. Next day (letter 20), " in the absence of 
all instructions from Mr. Barker for a fortnight, I consider it my duty to continue paying. If 
I stopf I may as well stop next week as thisJ^ Here, we have a mere clerk, an automaton of a 
New York stock-jobber, decked out with the robes of a Bank President, and $500,000 of his 
promises to pay put afloat by his guilty colleague, among the farmers and traders, affirming 
on one day that his concern was solvent, and the next telling their confederate, Hoyt, that he 
could only hold out for a week, and waited the New York stock-jobber's orders, whether he 
should shut shop, or go on paying in cents and sixpences, out of a $1400 fund. Boyd, he 
says, would have advanced mm some money on a draft on Barker, but as Wing had brought 
him news that Barker was hard pressed, he would not draw on him. Did he warn the thou- 
sands who were exchanging propertv for his bills, that he might have to stop in a week 1 
Oh. no ! He had, in effect, stoj^d already. 

On the 25th of June, he wrote Hovt that, unless compelled, he would not stop till Barker 
directed him to do so. On the 26th (letter 23), he sent his own note to Baird, by Hojrt, for a 
. loan of $4,000, for the bank, secured by 26 other notes, bank property, value over $10,000 — 
adding, " You may rely upon it that the bank CAN AND WILL continue its redemptions." 
Compare this assertion with his funds, the bank debts, and his statements on the two prions 
days. Could deception go iarther 1 How di4 he find out, on Thursday, that it was dishoQ- 
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Jackson, in those measures of madness and mischief, during the wars about 
the national treasure and currency, which ended in a public bankruptcy, .by 
which 500 millions of dollars of debt were blotted out with the sponge of the 
statute, and wide spread ruin and misery entailed on many thousands of our 
most thrifty, frugal, and trustworthy citizens. 



CHAPTER XII, 



The love of money is the root of all evil ; which while some coveted after, they have erred 
from the faith.— -1 Timothy^ vi. 10. 

Gw, Wright endorses his old comrade at Sandy HilPa Candor and Integrity ! — 
^^ Ask my brother ij I be a thief. ^^ — Value of Paper Enacttnents against But- 
lerizers, — G* Sullivan in the Review tries to whitewash Butler. — Barker^ s 
Exchange Bank, and other humbugs. — He, Van Buren, and Butler strong for a 
National Bank. — Van Buren lectures Folks in the West about Bcmk Corrup- 
turns ! — Butkr^s Bank goes down, and he goes off to Albany and re-joins his old 
partner. 

In Senate, February, 4, 1834,^General Jackson had sent a message, with B. 
F. Butler's report, as attorney-general, for the removal of the agency for paying 

orable to deceive Boyd ; and on Saturday, that he might safely deceive, not Baird only, but 
all to whom that gentleman might exhibit his letter 1 

On the 28th of June, Barker writes in the N. Y. Evening Post, " The bank has not stopped 
pa)rment— it will not stop payment — which Dlease promulgate." On the 30th, Hoyt published 
pairt of a letter, full of falsehood, in the Albany papers. On the 3d of July, Butler wrote to 
nim, " Your extract was well timed." Turn to No. 25, page 159, for Butler's statement thus 
circulated. After pufling himself, he says, " When there were more calls than he could satisfy 
with his own hands, he called in his neighbors to assist him in paying, and when there were 
more than all could attend to, he requested those persons that came with the bills, to lay them 
down, and take as many dollars in specie as they left in bills" — in other words, to help them- 
selves. " Sell all the goods you can for these notes," sajrs Mr. Butler, through the press, and 
this after full consultation with his confederate in this fraudulent, cheating concern. At the 
same time he was threatening those who sent up a few dollars, refusing his own notes in 

giyment of a debt due the bank, and only paying a few hundred dollars a day to transient 
vorites, and none at all to bankers or brokers, though " there were thousands of men and o^ 
paper there." (pa^e 158). 

His letter to Hoyt, to try to get from Mr. Van Rensselaer, the young Patroon, a favorable 
account of his bank, " though he did not pay him," is a master-piece of knavery. He kept 
drinking intoxicating liquors with the patroon, for two or three hours, before the bank 
CLOSED, behind his bank counter, and in sight of his customers, and got him in this way to 
take back to Albany nearly $500 of his W. and W. notes, for which I dare say he never after- 
wards got 40 cents to the dollar. 

I paid the " poor and needy" in his presence, says Butler — and if we get his opinion prais- 
ing our bank, " I dare say it will pass current, and be a legal tender in your Dutcn metropolis, 
and it would answer for circulation, &c." If Butler, taught at the rum-shop in infancy, and 
by his tutor and partner, Van Buren, in youth, was thus accomplished" in knavery in 1819, at 
5» years of age, what must be his proficiency in 1846, in his 51st winter, as district attorney 
of the United States for the commercial metropolis of America ! ! If, at 24, he could cover 
with the mantle of hypocrisy, and a pretended zeal for "a faithful ana respectable minister," 
" the stated preaching of the gospel" at Sandy Hill, and the cry of " How can those escape 
who neglect so great salvation !"— the avarice that usually besets men in old age, are not that 
commercial public to be pitied, who have to do with the attorney who, when hunting down 
the merchants of New York, in 1838 to 1841, made the fortunes of marshals, clerks, naval- 
officers, surveyors, collectors, and district attorneys *? It would almost seem as if Price and he 
had understood each other in 1837-8. 

Mr. Butler's party paper here, the Morning News, having complained that his letters arc 
garbkd, I offer, as a specimen of the omissions, to supply the blanks in letter. No. 16, page 
166, to Barker. After " Dear Sir, *****" read " I nave written you very frequently lur 
the four days past but knowing that you will Itave a desire to hear from me as often as ^ossi- 
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pensions to revolutionary officers from the United States Bank. Mr. Clay 
remarked that he had no confidence in Butler's opinions while he remained 
within the pestilential atmosphere of Washington, as Jackson would dismiss the 
officer who might (like Duane) dare to ditter from him. Mr. Silas Wright 
(though at Sandy Hill during part of Butler's fraudulent banking movements 
there, and aware of his efforts to deceive the public in the Washington and 
Warren Bank concern) replied, that Butler " was not to be affected by any such 
influence, for he was a man of INTEGRITY, truth, and candor, [ • • -J and 
would not give an opinion which he did not in HIS conscience believe to be 
right," 

if his conscience was as elastic as his correspondence indicates, in 1819, what 
must it have become in 1834 '{ Should it be his tate, hereatter, to miss a high 
place in the sanctuary above, old Beelzebub might very safely install him as 
principal sub-treasurer below. The ex-president of the Washington and Warren 
Bank will assuredly hold on to the dollars. In view of his management in 1819, 
a clever w^riter in the Tribune "asks the question, not to wound the feelings of 
the descendants of a lapsed apostle, whether it is probable, had Mr. Butler 
been one of the Twelve, Judas would have gotten that money 1" 

It appears that he expected a small sum in specie, perhaps 1,000 to 4,000 
dollars — 60 to 2401bs — and we find him trying to deceive one of the carriers, 
that others might be deceived through him. " He [BakerJ and every body 
else thinks I have tons of it (specie) on the way," and if he will not stay for 
it, " tell him there will not be a load until next week." President Polk has 
been long and well aware of this deception ; so have his cabinet. Butler 
remains in office ; and is it too much for me to ask the public whether, when in 
the face of these facts and his extortions as district attorney, exhibited in the 
report of the commissioners appointed by the late President, he holds on with- 
out a syllable of complaint from Press or President, such conduct is approved 
in the highest quarters, and Butler held forth as a pattern for less favored 
incumbents in office 1 As to penal laws, against such as him, they are altogether 
visionary. Hoyt's and M'Nulty's, and similar cases, in point, show that, with 
one essential difference — they were removed. 

On the first of July, Butler issued an official statement to the public, through 
the Sandy Hill Times, in which he very solemnly avowed his knowledge of the 
fact, as presiding officer, that " THE BANK IS ABLE TO PAY all its debts 
[quoting scripture] 'to the uttermost farthing.' The debts due to the bank 
amount to more than double their notes in circulation, and their debts ARE 
PERFECTLY SECURE."* 



ble during my present circumstances, I seize every method of conveyance to give you the 
earliest information of my concerns." Instead of the second * * * * * read, " The remittance 
of S2,000 in current bills by Capt. Wiswall, on Saturday ailemoon, took all the notes of thai 
description which were then on hand. I have received during the two days past about $150© 
in current bills — of that sum I send by one messenger SSOCP-and by another $250, to Mr. 
Hoyt, to be converted into specie — and I have, feince the arrival of Mr. Gilchrist with tlie notes 
from the Mechanics and Farmers' Bank, directed him to exchange them into the notes of t2iat 
bank, and to make them advance the specie. If that cannot be done, and the specie cannot 
be had at Albany, then the bills will be presented at the Troy banks, who will be compelled to 
pav the greater part of them." The words left out where I place the third *♦*♦*, are 
" \Vhat Mr. Gilchrist will do I am unable to say. I presume, however, he will return with 
the stage to-day." The sense of the remainder is not changed by these omissions, which are 
made to shortfn the pamphlet. 

* Though dating his " budget," as he calls it, from the counter of a dishonestly chartered 
bank, used by a New York stockjobber, to avoid speedy payments, Butler had the assurance 
to talk of " speculators and bank agents," " greedy speculators, and arrogant monied aristo- 
cracies," In after life he played the same gfune in a lai^ger theatre, slandering and riflinip 
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On the 19th of November be complaiDs, that no poor wight had ever received 
^< more of public censure and abuse " than himself. '^ The credit of the paper 
is very low," and my character is so depreciated at Albany, according to report, 
that but few of my old acquaintances would acknowledge or receive me." 
(p. 162.) How could it be otherwise 1 Had he not Isibored unweariedly to 
cheat the community, or to allow his confederates to do so % If there was 
double the value of the bills afloat in secure, solvent debts, who stole these 
obligations, so that the bills went down to 50 and 30 cents 1 If the bank had 
umple means, who plundered it of those means 1 If the politic, pious, disin- 
terested financier, Butler, advised all who valued his word, in June and July, 
to take the bills at par, and assured them on his hnnor^ that they would be paid, 
and that the bank was good and would stand, what explanation did he give 
when ail but a few favorites found themselves cheated and plundered \ His 
letters, Nos. 34, 35, 50, and still more especially No. 31, are a queer mixture 
of religion, law, and banking. As his language was in keeping with this pious 
exterior, many must have been deceived.* 

the U. S. Bank, while " the party" were creating "Washington and Warren banks by the 
hundred, humbly to imitate his too successful example. 

In Van Buren's address to the Democratic State Convention of Indiana, he tells the Hoo- 
siers that " the manufacture of paper money has been attempted in every form ; it has been 
tried by individuals, been transterred to corporations by the States, then to corporations by 
Congress, engaged in by the States themselves, and has signally failed in all. It has in 
general proved not the handmaid of honest industry and well*regulated enterprise, but the 
pampered menial of speculation, idleness, and fraud. It has corrupted men of the highest 
standing; almost destroyed the confidence of mankind in each other; and darkened our 
criminal calendar with names that might otherwise have conferred honor and benefit on the 
country. There is strong ground for believing that such a system must have some innate, 
incurable defect, of which no legislation can divest it, and against which no human wisdom 
can ffuard, or human int^rity sustain itself." Could he not have gone farther, and added, 
that he and his friends Butler, Marcy, Throop, &c., had done more in the way of this manu- 
facture, corruption, and destruction of confidence, than any other body of politicians in the 
Union 1 

On the 7th of July, Butler wrote Hoyt that he had paid, since the run commenced, over 
$9,000 — say S325 per day — that he had more cash now than at first, " but shall now hold up" 
— " ought not the public to wait a while '? We have crowed full enough.^* Again, on the 
lOth, " I will rather sufifer the public to fret a little than hazard the safety of the iiistitution by 
paying out too fast." Schuyler owed a note — Butler would not take W. and W. bills in pav- 
ment— not he. " He will be sued," said Butler (page 161); and when paying his deUs he 
selected bills of an indifierent reputation (page 154), " he had no money but what was toe 
cood for them." On July 14, BuUer was " satisfying all fair and proper calls," and abusing 
Clinton as being " raving mad, beside being a fool." August 34, he was " paying daily, in a 
slow way." Other banks had got his bank notes, and were about to circulate them in quan- 
tities, when Hoyt was set on with a series of chancery injunctions, but Chancellor Kent thwarted 
him, and refused to enjoin the banks not to circulate. In February, 1820, Barker advised 
him that the W. and W. could no longer aflford to pay his salary, and B. F. Butler rejoined 
his ancient colleague in the law. Van Buren ; being, " with the assistance of Providence. 
fully resolved never again to abandon his profession." He left the bank June 15, 1820, and 
on the 19th the firm of Van Buren & Butler was ready to do " anybody's dirty work," with 
Lorenzo Hoyt for a student, and Jesse, his brgther, as their Wall street correspondent. In a 
very few years after, Butler was Attorney-General of the Republic, and his partner filled the 
chair of Washington. 

• In a card issued through the Evening Post, February, 1825, Barker said that $200,000 of 
its stock had been received from the debtors of the bank. Why was this done, when it was 
wen known that the stock was worthless 1 Who besides Barker had $200,000 to pay in 1 
Was it in this way that the securities for double its bills in circulation went ^ If so, what 
could be a baser cheat 1 Stock was no payment of debts due the bank tiU its obligations to 
the public were met, and after that, only at its cash value in the market. 

1 noticed the Washington and Warren Bank, in a publication issued in 1843, on which 
Barker wrote me, from New Orleans, an explanatory letter, as follows : 

" Ab to the Bank of Washington and Warren, you, in effect, charge Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Bntler, and my- 
wlf, with conupting the Legislatnre of New York to procure the charter of that bank. Mr. Van Buren was 
not, in tho whol* coono of hU lUi^, iBtoroited one doUwr in the Bank of Washington «id Wui«n ! As to it« 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Should Justice call to battle, the applauding shout we'd raise ; 

A million swords would leave their sheaths, a million bayonets blaze, 

The stern re^ve, the courage high, the mind untamed by ill, 

The fires that warmed our Leader's breast, his followers' bosoms ^1. 

Our Fathers bore the shock of war— their Sons can bear it still. 

Ode to ^h of July ^ 1812, by William CuOen Bryant. 

Van Bunn^ CKntorij Spencer^ Madison, and the War of 1812. Thz Caucus.^ 
Bleecker and Hamilton. — Van Buren opposed to War, — He stands foremost in 
urging Clinton to take the field against Madison, — Injures Clinton and then 
deserts him, — Madison triumphs. — Van Buren joins the victors and bears off 
the spoils. — The true Policy of this Union. — Great Reformation in the United 
JKingdom since 1819. — Vast increase of Popular Influence and Liberal Measures* 
— Horace Walpole. — Ambrose Spencer on Van Buren^s Cfooked course in 1S12, 
Clinton manly^ able, honest. — Duane and Spencer gave him good counsel. 

Van Bcren's history exhibits an absolute disregard to principle, in every- 
thing that has relation to the choice of candidates for President and Vice Pre- \^ 
sident of the United States, or to the mode of their election. On the 22d of 

incorporation, I wai not a party to it, and knew nothing about the progress of the bili through the Legislature, 
never heard of it, further than what I read in the newspapers, and did not become interested therein till long 
after its incorporation, nor did Mr. Butler accept a situation in it until a year or more after I became inteiwted. 
The banic was unfortunate, yet its deposits and circulation were paid in full. Have other failing banks done 
this 1 There was not, to my knowledge or belief, any interference on the part of Mr. Van Buren or Mr. Butler 
with the Legislature, or any member, in procuring the act incorporatins; that bank. Mr. Van Buren may have 
been a member. How he voted I never knew — presume in the negative, as he, as well as Mr. Butler and my- 
self, usually opposed the increase of those monied aristocracies, those privileged orders. My character for 
Democracy is not to be questioned at this late day. ^o man sees or h«afs the nftme of Jacob Barker, who 
does not instantly associate therewith Democracy." 

The facts published in this volume are the best reply to such erroneous statements as Bar- 
ker tried to palm upon the public. Van Buren's conduct in getting the charter I have stated 
fittim the Senate Journal ; and as to the payments to the bill-holders, Butler's letters will show 
that they had a very poor chance of getting them. Bills that are paid are not quoted at 25 to 
50 cents in the prices current; but, doubtless, when the securities were so ample, much 
knavery was practised, which will only see the light when the recording angel shall be called 
on to endorse Butler's piety, or refuse a certificate. 

Butler was very saucy to the brokers — they could get scarcely any payments from him — 
Hovt published his letter in the Albany papers, calling them " leeches upon the body politic" — 
and the bankers were not much more tortunate. By way of retaliation (see Barker'is pamdb- 
let), a New York broker hawked about the streets a proposal to contract to deliver Butler's W. 
and W. notes at 80 cents to the dollar, within six montns. Afterwards, the brokers offered to 
deUver them at 50 cents. In a few months they came down to 35 cents, and Baricer's Ex- 
change Bank bills fell to 10 cents. 

Butler's full-length picture, and an elaborate memoir, appeared in his friend CSullivan's 
Democratic Review for Januaiy, 1839, in which <he public are assured that " before he (But- 
ler) left the bank, by ^reat exertion and care, its crecut was restored, and specie payments re- 
sumed." Far be it trom me to call this a lie, but it would puzzle Butler himseU" to find a 
more appropriate description. 

In June, 1824, after the W. and W. Bank notes were bought in at 50 to 75 per cent, dis- 
count ; then — but not till then — did this fraudulent concern recommence again " cash pay- 
ments," which Mr. Barker or his instruments kept up for vsome years. The Exchange Bank 
was a dead failure, of which its owner got rid by taking the benefit of the State insolvent 
law. 

In August, 1819, Mr. Jacob Barker issued a pamphlet, a bundle of which he sent to Butler, 
at Sandy Hill, for general circulation. One of the.se is now before me. It states that Barker 
began his Exchange 6ank, in New York, with a capital of $250,000 ; that it flourished till 
May, 1819 — that the average circulation of its notes was over half a million of dollars — that 
in that month he ceased to pay out Exchange notes, substituting Washington and Warren 
(which occasioned the run on Butler, at Sandy Hill)— that from August, 1818, to May, 1319, 
he had redeemed, aJt par, $582,1 15 of W. and W. bills, and that hs amsidered the TV. arid W, 
Bank, " FROM THE KNOWLEDGE HE HAD 6f ITS CONCERNS, AS GOOD AS 
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May, 1812, James Madison was nominated by the members of Congress of the 
democratic party — the nomination^ had Jefferson's approbation. On the 29th of 
that month, and witbin seven days of the caucus choice of Madison, all the re- 
publicans in the Legislature of N. Y. except four, met at Albany, 95 members 
present — 87 voted to nominate a candidate, in opposition to Madison, and tbe 
Washington caucus, and De Witt Clinton was unanimously nominated. Gen. 
James W. Wilkin ©resided at this State caucus, and Van Buren approved and 
supported its choice. He had been for a caucus of Congressmen in 180S — was 
against it in 1812 — for it again in 1816, when Monroe was nominated — and its 
leader in 1824 in favor of Crawford. In 1828 he denounced it as unconstitu- 
tional, and in 1832 supported the packed system of Baltimore conventions, in 
which the people have little influence, and the leaders are ^ everything. In 
1824 he was for putting down public opinion when he thought it would go 
against his nominee, Crawford — and he did prevent the people from electing 
electors of president. In 1828 he had obtained quite a new view, and spoke 
in favor of district elections, and since then the general ticket system has got 
his approbation. He hated and despised the poor foreigner in 1821 and 
. 1824, It got to be fashionable to speak respectfully of Irishmen when Gene- 
ral Jackson took the helm — and who had sooner learnt to admire themselves 
and their country in 1829, more than the flatterer of power. Van Buren 1 

Crawford was a leading member of the caucus which nominated Madison m 
1812, and R. M, Johnson was its secretary. Van Buren was then politically 
opposed to him in almost every sense, banking and currency included Twelve 
years after [1824] he seems to have almost adored him. 

When Van Buren became President, he hastened to appoint Haimanus 
Bleecker, a lawyer of Albany, and former member of Congress, one of the most 
thorough-going opponents of Madison and the war, to be Minister to Holland 
When he joined Jackson's administration, he sent James A. Hamilton, Hoyt's 
correspondent, (pages 205 and 209,) who was so ready to endorse Swartwout's 
doctrine, that, although all the candidates were avowed and acknowledged 
republicans, yet the spoils principle must be adhered to, and office-holders 
turned out if they had supported any other candidate than the successful one. 
On this principle, Jonathan Thompson, the chairman or secretary of Old Tam- 
many in 1812, when that society was foremost in the war ranks, had to vacate 
the collectorship of New York, to make room for Samuel Swartwout, Burr's 
old agent in the Mexican invasion, or dismemberment of the Union ; James A. 

ANY OTHER, IF NOT THE BEST IN AMERICA." « Because I knmo tke paper to be 
good" said Barker, " / recommend to every man whose good opinion I wish to preserve^ to take 
the notes of the Washington and Warren Bank^ and also the n>otcs of the Exchange Bank^forany 
property he wishes to sell. " The notes of the W. and W., payable in N. Y., will, from this 
date, be punctually redeemed at this TExchange) Bank ; and the others will continue to be 
redeemed at the Bank at Sandy Hill." " I confidently calculate that no man will approach 
the polls at the next spring election with a bill [of the Exchange Bank] in his pocket which 
he cannot then convert into money, at par^ if he chooses to do so." 

Time showed that all this was a deception, a fraud of the most reprehensible character, 
but it did not diminish the close intimacy then subsisting between Ho3rt, Butler, Barker, and 
Van Buren. 

Butler, Barker, and Van Buren, in those days, were all National Bank men. Barker, in 
his pamphlet, page 18, expresses the opinion, "that, some day or other, the whole banking 
business of the country will be done by a national bank and private bankers ; the former will 
redeem its paper with specie, and the latter with the notes of the national bank. If the pre- 
sent Bank of the U. S. should be conducted with ability and prudence, it will be a very pro- . 
fitable as well as useful establishment." If a specie currency cannot, or will not be resorted 
to, and if the promises to pay of the nation are not to be used as the circulating medium, 
Barker's idea is certainly infinitely preferable to 900 paper-issuing factories, beyond all other 
eontroi than that of a bankrupt law, and many of ibrnt beyond even thait. 
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Hamilton took, for a time, the seat of Henry Clay at the head of the depart- 
ment of State, which he soon exchanged for the most lucrative office in tho 
gift of the Government, north of the Delaware, that of U. S. District Attorney 
at New York. He gave way in 1834 to Price, a bird of the same feather ; and 
B. F. Butler succeeded on the flight of Price. 

On the 8th of July, 1812, some prominent individuals belonging to the peace 
party in Hudson, Van Buren's residence, published an address, recommending 
a meeting of the party ' for the purpose of denouncing James Madison and the 
wur-' Among othftr opponents of the war, this address was signed by Jain^ 
A. Hamilton, the warm personal friend of Van Uuren. l ne nuason meeung 
convened and resolved, * That the war is impolitic, unnecessary, and disastrous, 
and that to employ the militia in an offensive war is unconstitutional.' 

I do riot blame v an Buren ; because, being of opinion that nothing was to be 
gained by war, in 1812, he supported Clinton, supposing that he would pursue 
such measures as would earlier ensure a lasting peace ; but I blame him and 
his biographers for endeavoring to pursuade the public noWj that he was a Jef- 
fersonian Democrat in 1812, and friendly to the declaration of war, like Clay, 
Duane, Calhoun, Grundy, and the other leading supporters of the administration 
of that day. 

Van Buren, in a letter to E. M. Chamberlain and others, Goshen, Indiana, 
dated Oct. 3, 1840, thus speaks of De Witt Clinton, and 1812 : — 

" He had, for many years previous, and down to that period, been the leader 
of the Democratic party, in New York. He was the private secretary of his 
uncle, George Clinton — was a member of the Legislature in 1797 and 1800, 
and sustained the Democracy in the 'reign of terror' against the 'Black Cockr 
ade ' party. He was chosen U. S. Senator in 1801 by the former, occupied 
by their choice, various public stations in New York ; was in the State Senate 
for several years before the war ; elected Lieutenant Governor by them in 1811, 
which office he still held in 1812 ; acted with his party to that period, in support 
of the measures of the General and State administrations, under Madison and 
Tompkins ; was to that period abused with unsparing bitterness by the Fede- 
ralists, and in return, he applied to them his well remembered description ' of a 
party who would rather rule in Hell than serve in Heaven.' " 

Van Buren adds, that he supported Clinton in November, 1812, in preference 
to Madison, as being an advocate of war measures ; — and that, " At the ensuing 
session of the Legislature, which commenced in January, 1813, the political 
relations previously existing between Mr. Clinton and myself were dissolved, 
and never again resumed." 

There were 16 States in 1812. New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and Connecticut, went for Clinton 
'—89 votes. Madison got 104. Other 18 votes would have elected Clinton. 
Van Buren doubtless considered that that great man had injured himself deeply 
with the people, for he left him next session, and went over to the party he had 
long opposed, became useful to them in the Senate, and professed to be a very 
sincere convert to the pnnciples and measures of Messrs. Madison, Calhoun, 
Clay, Grundy, Root, Spencer, Duane, Jackson, Rutgers, and the other pro- 
minent advocates of armed resistance to European oppression and misrule. 

His partner and parasite, Butler, in a letter to Hugh A. Garland, March, 1835, 
says that " the republicans of the legislature of 1811-12, who brought forward 
Mr. Clinton," had supported Jefferson and Madison " in all the great questions 
of public policy connected with our foreign relations" — and that Van Buren 
^^ was an open and decided advocate of ail the strong measures propqsed against 
Great Britain during the session of Congress of 1811-12, the war included." Be- 
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fore the election of 1840, Blair told us, in the Globcj the printing presses for which 
yfere bought and paid for by Van Buren^s speculating friends in New York, 
(see Daniel Jackson's letter,) that Van Buren wrote the Senate's reply to Tomp- 
kins' Message of 1814. It says that " an administration selected far its wisdom 
and its virtues tvillj in our opinion, prosecute the war till our multiplied wrongs are 
avenged, and our rights secured," If Van Buren, in 1811-12, was a decided ad- 
vocate of stroDg measures and of war, why did he denounce the caucus system 
of which he was so fond in 1808 and 1824, and which Butler revered when he 
supposed Andrew Jackson was to be put down by it ? Why did he denounce a 
caucus in 1812, join those who sought to put down this wise and virtuous 
administration, whose foreign policy Butler tells us he had approved of, and vote 
with the Hartford Convention men, and the federal States of MassachusettS| 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, for Clinton 1 No one will argue that .Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut supported Clinton as the war candidate. K he was 
such, where is the proof of it 1 

That W. C. Bryant,* Dr. Channing, Daniel Webster, and hundreds of emi- 

♦ It is understood to have been the policy of France before the capitulation of duebec, to 
unite with the Indians, and surround the EngKsh settlements in North America, by a rear 
communication of militanr forts, judiciously placed between her colony of Louisiana and the 
dwellers on the banks of the St Lawrence. Some such scheme is now imputed to Britain 
with a view to coerce the United States — and Bonnefoux, in a well written pamphlet, evi- 
dently credits it. He says that the Ashburton treaty, which was certainly a very hani bargain 
to these States, enables England to assume a truly formidable attitude on the northern and 
northwestern frontiers of the Union — to stir up the hostile Indian tribes, chiefly west of the 
Mississippi — and, that if Texas was not annexed, England would control the Gulf of Mexico, 
scatter her emissaries among the Indians all the way up to Michigan, and encircle this repub- 
lic with enemies, savage and civilized, who would rise to our injury at her bidding. 

If Republican America remain true to her original design — ^if liberty, based on intelligence, 
justice, and industry well rewarded, continue to be substantially enjoyed by her people, no 
eSoirts of England, or of England and France combined, can permanently retard her progress 
— no railroads, northern colonies, western Indians, or hireling mercenaries, would avail much 
for conquest France is a compact country, surrounded by absolute monarchies, and by 
Holland, England, and Switzerland — but was she not stronger against combined Europe, 
when batUing for liberty under the flag of free institutions, and confined within her natural 
limits, than when her frontiers included Italy, Holland, and a great part of Germany and 
Spain, under the despotism of Napoleon 1 In her struggles for good government, the generous 
and the just, the bold and the brave, everywhere asked Heaven to bless her — in her wars for 
annexation or conquest she became weak, and when I first travelled over her " vine-covered 
fields and gay valleys," she was a captive, her strongholds garrisoned by Englishmen, Rus- 
sians, Prussians, and Austrians, and the imbecile Bourbons and old noblesse bore rule as the 
vicegerents of Mettemich, Alexander, and the baron Castlereagh. In my opinion, respectMly 
offered, as revised and corrected by what I have seen here, the Union runs more risk through 
the exertions of the party in power to extend and perpetuate slavery ; inflict on us the evils of 
an unsound currency ; keep millions of the people degraded and ignorant ; stir up such scenes 
as were witnessed in Philadelphia in 1844, through nativeism and religious hatreds ; borrow 
large sums from foreign nations, spend the money in a profligate manner under the sanction 
of sovereign States, and then virtually repudiate the debts; and omit to enforce equal laws and 
a pure administration of justice. 

When we see great nation like Britain, struggling under the heaviest load of public debt 
that ever was borne by any people, and yet accomplishing, in an age, many of the most gigan- 
tic reforms and improvements on which this republic prides itseli--when we see the mind of 
the people equal to the task of so far subduing an aristocracy, at least as united, powerful, and 
tfplendiQ, as that which issued from the castles and mansions of France into exile and poverty, 
fifty years since, as to ensure to the millions the prospect of a free trade with all nations in 
grain and provisions, while we lay hea\y taxes on foreign produce — at such a time as this I 
would as unwillingly go to battle with tHe powerful Briton as with the feeble Mexican. The 
day was when free ijnerica rejoiced at every triumph of freedom on the old sod. Will it 
never, never come again 1 

Since 1819, Britain has destroyed h6r rotten borough representation in the three kingdoms, 
and given Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds, Sheffield, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Dundee, Green- 
ocJc, and other populous communities a voice in her Parliament She has put down the 

I 



OftEAT REFORMATION IN EN<^LAND, IRELAND, AND SCOTLAND. 47 

nent, learned, and faithful men, of high talents and much experience, were then 
of ppinion that a war would not force England to abandon her impressment of 
American seamen and other bad practices, that a continuance of peace wo ^Id 
streng-then America, prevent immense losses to her commerce then afloat, extiu- 
guish instead of greatly increasing her public debt and other burthens, avoid 
much ill-will, and save the lives of many thousands of innocent human creatures, 
is probable enough : but when the war was raging, the national policy decided 
on, and Madison the candidate of the majority, the democracy, the party who 
were for war, why did Van Buren then urge Clinton on to a contest against 
that majority, whose conduct, he says, in 1814, he had ever approved, and endea- 

usurped borough governments which obtained in her towns and cities ; given the towns im- 
proved municipal charters, with the power of electing their mayors, aldermen, &c., and im- 
proving the condition of and educating the masses. She has broken down in Ireland the close 
borough system, in so much that the proscription and favoritism of old times are at an end, 
and Daniel O'Connell, a Roman Cattiolic, has been Mayor of Dublin. She has reduced the 
seven cent stamp duty on newspapers to two cents, mail postage included — and has led the 
way to a reduction of letter postage, charging only two cents for a letter, any distance, charged 
by us yet 5 to 10, and for which she formerly exacted 10 cents to half a crown, while we 
demanded 6 cents to 50. She has neither broken down the Bank of England nor a paper cur- 
rency, but she has chang^ed an irredeemable paper circulating medium into gold ana silver fcMT 
all sums under $25, and her S25 and higher denominations of bank notes are redeemable, 
always in gold at the Bank of England, which is under an efficient supervision, including real 
publicity, and no safety fund political machinery to mar its usefulness. 

Britain, too, since 1819, has emancipated both protestants and catholics, the latter from 
many g^evons disabilities, which had previously made them a discontented, persecuted peo- 
ple; and the former, when dissenters from the Protestant Episcopal Church, by removing the. 
test acts and oppressions which kept Presbyterians, Gluakers, Independents, Methodists. 
in many cases, out of places of power and trust ; has endowed many schools in Ireland, ana 
some in England ; encouraged mechanics' institutes, and the spread of scientific knowledge ; 
and lessened the disabilities under which the Jews suffered. She has made many and 
valuable reforms in her colonies ; given the Canadians the local administration of their town- 
ship and county affairs, lent them large sums of money, given them munificent grants for 
canals and raibroads, lent them millions and endorsed the loans, and done much to encourage 
their commerce, and free it from ancient shackles. While we are doing our very best to in- 
crease the numbers of wretched, hopeless victims who pine in slavery, and cursing new 
regions of God's earth with that horrid scourge, Britain has paid nearly four hundred millions 
of dollars to blot out African bondage from the face of the earth ; she has greatly improved 
her jury .and libel laws, she has humanized her penal code, she has done more than we within 
Ae last thirty years to make the civil code clear, distinct, and suitable to the condition of 
society and her institutions. The cruel restrictions on a free press which banished many 
and imprisoned more, are chiefly repealed ; the navigation laws reduced into one act ; excel- 
lent amendments made in many of her courts of justice, as to their procedure ; her stamp 
duties lessened; and while salt, soap, tea, sugar, coffee, and a thousana other things of more- 
or less utility, are either freed from taxation, or the tax on them lessened at least fifty millions 
a year, a direct tax of twelve cents per pound is laid on the incomes of all men worth over $700 
a year, whether from bank stock or broad acres, but persons under $700 a year income pay 
none of it. Not long since she took three millions of dollars, yearly duty, off American cot- 
ton ; and she prohibits the growth of tobacco in the United Kingdom, giving us the virtual 
monc»x^y of supplying her. Under the proposed system of trade, Buffalo ana Lockport will 
soon nave as deep an interest in peace with England as Charleston now has. These, and 
many other changes for the better, including the breaking up of the monopoly of the East 
India company to supply teas, and trade between India and the United Kingdom, the reduction 
of the t3rthe system, especially in Ireland, and the expenditure of many millions on railroads, 
tum|»kes, canals, brides, and an infinite number of other useful worfe, are only a part of the 
recent reforms. Much has yet to be done — much is accomplished here which the vast debt 
of England, and the faithful payment of its interest, prevent her from attempting. But who 
is there that would rush into war to-morrow, with such a people, in order that slaves may be 
worked harder in Texas, their owners, or the dealers in them enriched, and Canada brought 
under the iron yoke of the slave States of this Union 1 My past life is the evidence of my 
sincerity in the cause of human emancipation, but I cannot, and will not subscribe to the 
doctrines of John C. Calhoun and James K. Polk ; and my judgment is, that they two 
—the North Carolinian in the Presidential chair, and the South Carolinian, whose talents and 
ejqierience might long since have enabled him to claim it-*4esire to pursue in the maiii| 
006 jDoUcy and that not favorable U) human freedom. 
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vor by federal aid to break down the government at the very moment when 
unity was most required ? 

1 1 the address of the Republican members of the Legislature of N. Y. to 
th - electors, dated April 19th, 1815, and signed by Erastus Root, Samuel Young, 
M. Van Buren, Peter Allen, Moses I. Cantine, Aaron Hackley, Peter Stagg, 
John Wells, W. C. Bouck, and others, it is asserted, that " driven to the very verge 
of sufferance, our government was compelled to choose between manly resist- 
ance and abject submission — between open, determined hostility, and national 
debasement and degradation. The former alternative was adopted ; and on the 
IRth of June, 1812, a day which will form a proud epoch in the annals of our 
countr3% war was aeciarea agamst Great Britain." When our government took 
this manly course on a uay wnicn Mr. Van £>uren declares to be a proud cpcch 
in the nation's annals, why was he found among the enemies of that government, 
the head of which had been nominated for re-election, by a caucus majority in 
Congress, a mode approved by him and Butler in 1824, even when adopted by 
only a small minority in Congress to put down Clay, Jackson, and Adams \ Why 
did he oppose Wheaton, Root, Crolius, Sanford, Rutgers, and Old Tammany, in 
November, 1812 ? There is but one answer — to break down the government 
of the day. Was there in N. Y. one enemy to the war, in Nov., 1812, who did 
not take sides with Coleman, Southwick, and Martin Van Buren \ 

Van Buren urged Clinton to take the worst step} so great, so truly noble and 
useful a man could have taken in Nov., 1812 — and, when Clinton failed, he 
basely deserted him whom he had belrayed, and hastened to give in his allegi- 
ance to, and make himself strong upon, the winning side ; puffing the administra- 
tion he had striven to ruin, and lauding it, in 1814, for the very measures on 
account of which he had endeavored to strangle it in 1812.* Clinton failed in 

It is a great error to suppose that the aristocracy of Europe are our enemies. How many in 
France sacrificed everythmg to liberty ! Did not the French nobility cheer on Dr. Frantlin 
in his exertions, and md not Lord Chatham and the English liberals encourage the Colonists 
to resist George HI., Lord North, and the Parliament of that day 1 Hearken to Horace Wal- 
pole, the Whig Earl of Orford, as he expresses his feelings to his friend Sir Horace Mann, 
U6 British envoy at Florence : " Paris, Sept. 7, 1775. 

" I am what I always was, a zealot for liberty in every part of the globe, and consequently 
most heartily wish success to the Americans, They have hitherto not made one blunder, and 
the administration have made a thousand, besides the two capital ones, of first provoking, and 
then uniting the Colonies. The latter seem to have as good heads as hearts, and we want both. 
Instead of being mortified, as I generally am when my country is defeated, I am comforted 
by finding, that, though one of very few in England, the sentiments of the rest of the world 
concur with and confirm mine. The people with us are fascinated ; and what must we be, 
when Frenchmen are shocked at our despotic acts ! Indeed, both this nation and their king 
seem to embrace the most generous principles — the only fa^ion, I doubt, in which we shall 
not imitate them. Too late our eyes will open." 

The recent speeches of O'Connell show that England may depend on Ireland in case of a 
war by us to sustain an extension of slavery. Can we of America depend on France, as of 
old, to engage in such a cause 1 We ought not to expect it. Nor ought any of our people 
to be deceived with the cry that England and France are worn out, superannuated military 
despotisms. The people there are just as young, and as wide awake to their rights as our 
favorite States of Florida and Texas, and, n I mistake not, a great deal more so. 

* Ciiief Justice Bpracer, the brother-in-law of Clinton, and who supported MaHh<on and the administrntion in 
IStS, wh«n Van fiuren wan doing iu«re titan any otlier man in the Siate to eHibarrai«tlie war .in<i iis supporters, 
wrote a letter to the JVeio World, in Auetisr, 1843, censuring Jabrz D. Hamuinnd for playing the sycophant (ao 
ha said) to Van Buren. Haminoud had been in the confidence of Clinton and opposed to Van Buren and his Al- 
bany clique ; but iie wheeled round in 1834, the pet bnnk year, goi the Jadjieshii) of a county court, anc} puffed 
Van BurenV war services, in his book ami in letters to tlie newspapers, piobnbly a:* a grateful equivaif nt. 

Judge Spencer's remarks on Haninioud's account of Van tiiucn's conduct in Noveuiber, 161!^ are so sensible 
and to ih ■ point, that the reader will be uleHS.d with th»-ni. 

•'Mr. Van Buren fsaya Hammond] on his arrivul at Albany found Mr. Clinton entirely destitute of any plan of 
operation. The ttUenta. address and activity of Mr. Van Buren soon placed him at tlie head r)f the R«!publican 
friends of Mr. Clinton in the Si-aate and, in lact, in the Legislature." Tlie result wns that Republican electors 
were nominated in tlie Senate, and Federal elector* in tlte Assembly, and upon joint ballot, tlie Clinumian ticket 
received 74 votes, the Federal ticket 45, and 28 blank voies were cast, and Mr. Ilanmiond says, " Of coune the 
federalists, 96 of them, voted the Clintonian ticket." The question is, who effected the aoangemenl by wlilcli 
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Nov., that year, and Van Buren tells us in 1840, that in the session of January, 
1813, the political ties that had existed between them were dissolved and never 
resumed. 

526 PederHlisti abandoned the support of their own poUtkaJ IHaada, tnd whom they bad openly nominated \o give 
liieir secret ballou to their poHtlcal opponents, thna eoaUtaif them to triumph 1 

It was not Mr. ainton, for Van Boien ibond him entirely deaticnte of any plan of operatiooa. Mr. Hammond 
unerringly pobiti oat the man who intrifoed with the FederalliU, who drove aiid conannmateil the bariuin. U 
was Mr. Van Buren who, by liiit talerUt, ^ddru* and ttMlt^^ did thto, and thua *' placed himielf at the head of 
•the Republican Mends of Mr. Clinton in Senate and, in fact, hi tlie Legislature." But, accnrdinf to Mr. Ham- 
•nond'a political morals, this was all right ; and it seems never to have occurred to thm s:mplK-mindpd man that 
such political bargaina are based on a quid pro amo ; that such astute Federalists as Mr. Van Buren h id to deul 
with, would never give ap theh own doctors whom they had the imwer of choosing, without »ome fHiuivaleni 
and what it was, was unfoidod at the next meethig of the same Legtelmurc, in the cli'Ction of Mr. RufuM Khig Ui 
the Senate of the United States, by the desertion of a fatBcient number of Republican membtra to defeat Gen- 
eral W1lkin*a eleedob, whom the Bepublican party had tlie power to elccL Tiiere may have been otlier condl- 
tioaa and stipulations either unfnlfllled or onrevealed. 

" Mr. Van Buren roust have perceived that Mr. Clfaiton could not be elected Preiideat without the aid of the 
entire Federal party, and that with such aid \A% prospects were slender. He must hav*; been aware that the ac- 
ceptance of that aid would ruin him in the estUnation of the great republican party of the Union. Afior the n<im- 
iuation of Mr. Madison in the acciutowed manner by the Bepubliean members of ConvreM, and aAer the decbira- 
tiott of war, I then thought and still think, these events had absolved every friend of Mr. Clintoo, even those who 
had noBdaated him, from all obligation to support him fi>r tlic Presidency. 

** The occurrence of a war with a mighty nation had not been anticipated with certamty when Mr. Clinton was 
nomfawtnd. The dticlaration of war met the hearty assent of the Bepublican party. Did it escape Mr. Van Bu- 
ren's quick pereeption snd rapid combination uf ideas, that on opposinon to Mr. Madison's etoctkm and Ills defeat 
woold have been a virtual condemnation of the war, declared by his advice and under his auspices 1 Did it not 
occur to Mr. Van Buren that our public enemy wonld regard the defeat of Mr. Madison aa an ezpresaion of pub- 
lic opinkxi agaUist the war 1 Was it not notorious that Uie FMkral pam almost nnlvsnally were oorKM«d tii the 
war 1 Under these circumstances a coalition with any portion of the IVderal paity to dcnat Mr. Madison and 
elect Mr. Clhiton, if successful, would have been destructive of that unity of o|»inion which Mtryi«ded the Repub- 
lican party, and would have afforded to the enemy incontestible proof of a fatal disnnioo of o)*ui>oii, as re|«nied 
the eueneiic nroseeutiiai of the war on onr part, which must have been humiliating and bOurious. Is it true 
tliat Mr. van Buren's conduct on the PrsshleBtial questhm was hi accordance with the views of iho Republican 
party of the istate ? It is a notorious fact, that hnmediatdy after the Presidential contest ceased, Mr. Clinton 
rapidly declhied hi the csthnotion of the Republicans of the state, and hi 1815 was removed by a Republican coun- 
cil Awn the mayoralty of New York, the only odke he then held. * * * * It never has been hisinuated or 
asserted that llr. Clinton personally took any agency in procuring his election, or entered into any bargains or 
compromises, or did any act inconsistent wllh his honor. He merely suffered his name to be need. But, accord- 
ing to Mr. Hammond, Mr. Van Buren was the master-spiriL That Mr. Clinton was an ambitious man, is not to 
be doubted; but it was of a high order, and its objects were pursued by no ixnoble means. He lovt'd that |)i)pn- 
larity which followed his deeds, not that which is run 9ttn. He wss no demagocue, and was utterly nniitted, by 
a DoUUty of soul, for ouch self-prostitntlim. If Mr. Van Bnren had been imbncd with those principles of demo- 
cney, and that lofty patriotism to which be makes pretensions and for which his adherents pave hhn credit, 
would lie not, especially after the declaration of war, have adraenhdied Mr. ClinUin of the many weif hty con- 
sldsradons as regarded the public good and his own fbme, which forbade a contest for the Tresidt^ncy, bttwcren 
two Republican candidates. * * * * Events proved that my motives were pure and honorable ; Hnd it has 
been a souree of great sntisfactkm to me, that Mr. CUnton lived to be convinced of it. The thought will nmurally 
suggest itself to every mind— how comes it that I, nearly allied to Mr. CUntnn, and much morj iotciesttd in his 
etevatloo to tlie Presidency, so far an fedlngs are concerned, than Mr. Van Buren, sJiould have uken the vlf:w 
I dU of ttie course which his own fame and patriotism requfared of him ; and that Mr. Van Bure i with equal 
means tii fimning a correct opinion, should have come honegtljf to an adverst; conclunion. 1 considfr, and a; ways 
have considered, Mr. Van Buren's conduct on that memorable occasion, as the greatest iiolitical rnor ot his life; 
and, I make no doubt, he so considers it hinmelf : his friends have In vain attempted to justify or palliate his 
conduct, and any man who can do so effbctually, wonld be welcome to him.*' 

This is all tmoi and yet we And Van Buren held forth, September 6, 1836, In tlie AlbaiKjf Argut. as being ** the 
man who patriotically yielded the sute pride of supporting a citizen of New York ftir the rrcsidency, in 1813^ 

■rue XOMBST IT BBCAMC APPABKIfT THAT THC SDPFOaT OP MhT. ClINTON INVOLVED OPPOSITION TO THK < OUN- 

Tar, in supporting the war. * * * The man to whom, it may almost be said, the nation owi-s it, thai in 
the nearly equal struggle between the contcndhig parties in 1813 and 1814, New York was found on the cide of 
Madison and the country, instead of being seated with her delegates in the secret concluve of the Har'ford Con- 
vention." 

With many such .vehicles of.- falsehood as the ^r^fus, upheld to lie boldly, artfully, and to the aiivii*t if!i^ of 
,- . , ... .. ... If the people, the better to detse I v« hera, who c-. w.n'Of 

; patriotic neio, for such I b*:liev^d inm. iriump- uv r-he 



their eoaoloyera, paid by thew, circulated widely among tbie people, the better to dei^'iv*^ hem, who c^i. w« n' er 
at Van Barents election in 1836 ? I reijoiced to see the pi * - ^ . - ^ w- 



lemles of hhi country, as described by my old fHend Croswell, te whoso sutenient of fkc s I g^ive im •lici crooiL 
Ool. Dnane was fhr more friendly to Clinton than to Madiaon, bat as the nation was on the eve of a wur, he 
went, like Ambrose Spencer, for unanimity. In March, IBIS, he said, in the Aurora, '* lie Witt Clintan will 
not salt the powers that be, he has an opinion of his own. The circumstanca of the employment of dAlec- led 
power for the purpose of depressing men who are, on account of their great Ulenta, or pubttc >«rvii es. dlsiin- 
trnlshed in the public view, is a horrible featnre in republican governineof after suntaln'me n pre*^ in N 
York, after making the deposits of the public treasury snbeervieat to the n<e of a newspnper. enipli^yen ;n 
' writing down the Clintons '^t is probable, therefore, that the whole infinence of the f on mment will lie 
diracled to prevent the nomination of De Witt Clinton, and this system, which bold^i xnch men a> Joim \rni- 
stroof and De Witt Clinton up for proscription, hi perfectly eontistmit with the employ nient of mm wtttfui 
aav sort of fitness for public duties.*' 

Inl8l6k Duane named Clinton as the true democralSe candklate for Pi«'siden% bm he wonld n -t nrivxe I 
fHend (;ol. Monroe. The Albany ArgiUy by Judge Buel (Feb. 27), "tiunubi ilie cunnce-i rnh r i>p* «» it*- a •< 
in flivor of Bfr. Crawford— a selection which it believed would be eordially acqiiio>reii n iiv t c '•>>' •' " 
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CHAPTEH XiV. 

Like some tall cliff that lifts its awflil fbrmi 
Swells from the vale, and mid- way leaves the e^aem; 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head. — Goldsmith. 

CHntott ejected from the Canal Board. — Elected Governor by acclamation. — 
Ckrutopher Colles. — Canal Act of 1817. — Tlie Tammany iucktails. — Ciin- 
mngham^s Warning. — Justice trampled on for the sake of the spoils, — Peter 
Alkn, — Young and Van Buren^s Scriptural Majority. — Who expelled CHn- 
/ofi? — CoL "^ung and the Canals. — VanBuren Self Cmidemtied.^His per* 
ecutton of Clinton. 

The bold and wise determination with which, from 1810 to 1828, De Witt 
Cliaton linked his fortune and character with the success of the great canals of 
this State,* and the vindictive opposition with which he was met at every point 
by Martin Van Buren, and his followers and dependants, are matters of history. 
In .1824, while President of the Board of Canal Commissioners, acting, as he. 
had always acted, without salary or emolument ; holding no other public office 
in the State ; and the Van Buren or Bucktail party then holding in their hands 
the reins of government, with a majority of their friends on the Canal Board, he 
was suddenly and summarily ejected from the Board, although not a whisper 
was heard against the purity and noble disinterestedness of his conduc{ in that 
highly important trust. This wanton attack upon his feelings roused the whole 
State — ^the slanders of the Butlers, Croswells, and their allies, could not prevent 
the manly and the generous of all parties from perceiving their jealousy, in- 

fratitude, and malignant enmity — and at the next election for Governor, De 
y^itt Clinton was borne to the seat which his honored uncle, George Clinton, had 
so lone: and so worthily filled, by the acclamations of the people — his majority 
over Col. Young, the candidate of those who had expelled him, having been 
nearly 17,000. How an act like this atones, in the minds of good men, for 
many popular errors ! How the memory of such a deed of justice warms the 
soul to new exertions for enlightening and bettering the • condition of society ! 

* De Witt Clinton bews voluntary testSmony that Christopher Colles, an eminent and sagacious engineer, 
ttcm Ireland, " was the first person who su^ested to the government of the state, the canals and improve- 
ments on the Ontario route. Coliee wiis a man of good charactcr-—aa ingenious mecbouidan, and well slcilled 
in the matiieraatics." This suggestion was mad^ before 1784, in which year the legislature referred his plans 
to a committee ; neit year a public appropriation of just $1^ was made to enable him to survey the route, 
wliich he did, and published a paiviphlet fkvomblc to a canal. "No one can say how far we owe the occa- 
sion,** of celebrating the union of the Atlantic and the great lakes [observes C. D. ColdenJ, " to the ability with 
which he developed the great ad^rantages that would result from oi>ening ther^e coniuiunicHtiuns with the 
lakes — to the clear views he presented of the facility with which these rommunications might ho made — and 
to the activity with which he for some time pursued this object." Colles planned the canals— Clinton, tho 
grandson of an Irishman, kept the public attention fixed upon the advantages which would result from them, 
and never forsook the great object lie had in view, till N. Y., under his direction and guidance, had completed 
them. Fnlton, the son of an Irishman, devised and carried into operation the scheme whereby ocean, lake, 
and river are navigated by steam, im connection with the canals. Thus it is that the Union is cemented, and 
man made the friend of man. Cow-per observes, that ** Mountains interposed, make enemies of nations, wha 
had else, like kindred drops, been mingled into one.*' 

The bin, committing the state to construct the canals, became a law in the session of 3817. In Assembly 
there were 64 yeas, " principally, if not entirely of the friends of the nominntton of Mr. Clinton and tho ftde- 
ralists,** aays Hammond. " The 36 i loes were chiefly his opponents.** Van Buren may have been friendly to 
the measure, or he may not. Why was he so vindictive towards the mun whom, when dead, he acknow- 
ledged to have been the means of its accomplishment? Why did he expel Clinton from the canal board? 
3tyhy did the presses of his partv try t o undervalue the undertaking 1 Tammany Hall sent representatives to . 
the Assembly who were the deadly ojpponents of the canals. Among the insignia of the Tammany society 
was a part of a deer's tail worn in the hat Hence the name of Bncktalls, given to and assumed by BaUer 
^age 163, No. 37), Van Buren, nnd th e enemies of Clinton and his canal policy generally. Even when Vas 
Buren joined in the nomination of Clint m for Governor, he acted with his usual duplicity, for, says Hammond, 
he " wished to create a council which s hould be noiplBally Clintoalan, but which, at the same time, should b* 
really hostile to the Governor.** He succeed^and the inoiD«nt U lyAS choa^a w<ote to a triead ia ColiunU» 
f»nnty, ** All U Mft Beynujor! Seyir.«yiir! fSeyvrtwrl** 
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For what sin, since committed by those electors or their fore&thers, have such 
intriguing, cold-hearted, artful partisans, as a Van Buren, a Wright, a Throop^ 
and a Marcy, been since placed in the elevated station which this great man once 
adorned? Perha^is it was to render more striking, the difference between men 
merely popular, and those noblemen of nature Tor, if ye will, of civilisation ), ^ 
who leave the impress of their worth on the earth and the dwellers therein. 

On the 12th of April, 1824, the Assembly received from the Senate, a resoiu* 
lion to which their concurrence was requested, for the immediate removal of 
De Witt Clinton from the office of Canal Commissioner. 

Mr. Cunningham, of Montgomery, warned the House against becoming a 

Sdrtner in the ungrateful deed. His eloquent speech I take from Hammond^s 
istory : 

" I rise," said Mr. Cunningham, " with no ordinary feeling of surprise and astannhment at 
the resolution just read, as coining from the Senate. Sir, it is calculated to rouse the feelings 
of every honest man on this floor. Its very approach was marked with black ingratitude aod 
base design. For what good and honorable'purpose has this resolution been sent here for con- 
corrence at the very last moment of our session ? Is it to create discord among us and de- 
stroy that harmony and good feeling which ought to prevail at our separation 1 we have 
spent rising of three montns in legislation, and not one Mt)ni has been said, intimating a desire 
or inteDtion to expel that honorable gentleman from the board of canal commissioners. Sir, 
he was called to that place by the united voice and common consent of the people of this stale.' 
on account of his peculiar and transcendent fitness to preside at that 1)oard, and by his couuKi > 
stimulate and for\vard the great undertaking. His labor, for years, has been ardent uid on- 
ceasins for the public good ; he endured slander and persecution from every direction, like a 
Christian martyr ; but, steadfast in his purpose, he pursued his course with a firm and steady 
step^ until all was crowned with success, and the most ardent of his opposers sat in sullen 
silence. For what, let me ask, did Mr. Clinton endure all this 1 Was it fir ike sake of a stdarn? 
No. sir ; it was for the honor and welfere of his state ; ii was from, noble and patrMc motives, fir,- 
which he asks nothinff, nor did he expect awfthitig b%U IhegraHiude ofhisfeiUno-citizcns, Now, sir, I . 
put the question to this honorable House to decide, upon the oath whicn they have taken, and upon 
their sense of propriety and honor, whether they are ready, by their votes, to conunit the sin . 
of ingratitude 1 What can we charge to Mr. Clinton ? What can we say he has been gniHr 
of, that he should be singled out as an object of state vengeance 1 Will some friend ot thw 
resolution be kind enougn to inform me 1 Sir, I challenge an inquiry ; I demand from the 
supporters of thitf high-handed measure, that they lay their hands on their hearts, and answer 
me truly for what cause is this man to be removed 1 I dare assert, in mv place, that his doingn 
as a canal commissioner are unimpeached, and unimpeachable, and such as have even elicitnl 
the plaudits and admiration of his political enemies. Thi^, sir, is the official character of the 
man whom we now seek to destroy. I hope that this House will })ardon me, when I freely 
declare ijny opinion that this resolution was engendered in the most unhallowed liselingii of 
malice, to eflect some nefarious secret purpose, at the expense of the honor and integrity of 
this Lc^slature. However hard it may seem, it is the irresistible impulse of my mind. Mr. 
CUntou, is iwt in the poUiiad inarket ; he reposes in the shades of honorable retirement ; kt 
asks for no office, antl possesses none but the one of which he is about to be stripped. The Senata, 
iC appears, have been actuated by some cruel and nuUignant passion, unaccounted for,* and have 

* To sbow how dead to every other feeling, save that of banding together for party plunder, Van Burea aod 
hit band of itpoUsmen were, I offer the following caseit. Until 1833, a Conncil of AppointiiMmt, elected by tlw 
HuoM of Aaeenibly, controlled the official patronnse of the state of N.Y. This Couneil wan nnMiinllr rhnesw, 
and ka Feb., 1616, when the Ifouiie luet, Peter Allen, ftoin Ontario county, took hU seat, with only 3805 volee, 
to tte excluion of ilenr>- Fellows, who had 3725. In Pennincton, printed ballots, marked " Nenry F^bIIows,** 
ia fiUl, wen used ; and with the town clerk was filed the certificate of votes, with the name also ui fhU ; kot 
In the dnplkcate sent to the county clerk it was written '* Hen. Fellows.** Well knowing that the forty alae 
vulM were few Mr. F., the corrupt and fhiudulent clerk rejected them, as the rejectkm would return Allen* 
thovuih he bed the fewest votes. In the Assembly, W. A. Dner presented the petition of Fellows, edtsring 
pffDoTlhat he was and that Allen was not a member, and desiring that Justice might at oaea be dame the county. 
Allan was asked If he had any statement to make to the contrary, but lie whs silent. Fellows beloofed to tha 
Menl party : Allen to the bncktails. When a preliminaiy question was to be taken on Allen*s case, it was 
■lOec t ed that he ought not to vote where he had a personal interest ; the Speaker decided that he eonld vole ; 
an ftppeal was made to the House, and the Speaker decided that Allen could vote on that too. Parties wnen 
eo ver^ equally divided, that If the appointing po^ver or cmincll nnnid ho voted for, while Allen had the seat, it 
wmld be Van llnrrniAh, bnrktall, dciiiocmtic ; but if justice were first done, and PellowR put ia Allen*8 ptaea. 
thn MeiallsU would elect the council. Tliey therefore opposed Htendlly all action as to Fellows, till Allen's 
- •— " -.,_...._... . ., . - ■ a offlc^ nupodgiji^t the slaln- 

* > unanlmonsly awniM 
^/itMi,nndwhlelillM 
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''made a rush upon this Hoiue, and taken us on surprise. The resolution may paas; but 
if ft does, my word for it, we are dia^aced in the judgment and good sense of an injured but 
inteUigent community. Whatever the fate of this resolution may be, let it be remembered 
that Mr. Clinton has acquired a reputation not to be destroyed by the pitiful malice of a few 
leading partisans of the day. when the contemptible party strifes of the hour shall have 
passecf by, aihd the political bars^ainers and ^ugelcrs, who now hiing round this Capittd for su/jsisI- 
ence, shall be overwhelmed and forgotten m their own insignificance — ^when the gentle breeze 
■hall pass over the tomb of that great man, carrying witli it the just tribute of honor and 
praise which is now withheld— the pen of the future historian, in better days and in better ' 
times, will do him justice, and erect to his memory a proud monument of fame, as imperisha- 
ble as the splendid works which owe their origin to his genius and pei-severance. This vote 
is probably the last that will be given this session, and 1 pray God it may be sucli as will not 
disgrace nt in the eyes of our constituents." 

Give me a Cunningham and a CKnton for " Native Americans I" Such men 
will always know how to treat aright foreigner and native, friend and foe. Of 
such natives as them any land might be proud. Cunningham's heart wais in the 
right place. 

The Assembly concurred with the Senate, 64 to 34. Among those who 
voted to expel Clinton thus summarily, I find the names of H. Wheaton, now 
envoy to Berlin ; A. C. Fla^, now Comptroller ; General James Tallmadge, 
Isaac Pierson, and Thomas Hyatt. Among his friends were Messrs. Barstow, 
James Benedict| Campbell, Cooper, John Crary, Furman, McCrea, Isaac 
Riggs, Thorne, Whiting, Tredwell, Ezra Smith, and Wilkin. 

Addresses and resolutions in honor of Clinton were signed on this occasion, 
by M. Clarkson, W. Bayard, P. Hone, T. A. Emmet, N. Fish, W. Few, C. 
P. White, S. Whitney, Preserved Fish, C. D. Colden, T. Eddy, R. Bogardus, 
John Rathbone, and C. G. Haines, New York ; and by John Tayler, James Mc- 
Kown, William James, J. H. Wendell, Chandler Starr, Hammond, the historian, 
Gideon Hawley, Isaiah Townsend, T. Van Vechten, E. Jenkins, S. M. Hop- 

Vm Baren wu then a senator and attorney general, and his party, to a man, supported this great wrong, and 
their pnates upheld !c. How little of democracy, of justice, of the spirit of free institutions there was in these 
Hugs, the cool and candid reader is left to JudgiB. The evidence was read openly and was entirely docii- 
/; the proofs were clear and not gainsayed, yet the real representative was shut out till the main bnsi- 
r the session was achieved uiOnstly ; nfter which the hncktailK, to a man, admitted their own dishonest 
rondnct hy voting nnt the intruder almost unRnlmousl5\ " The democrats in the Assembly," says the N. Y. 
Evening Post of Ftob. 29, "support the Speaker in declaring he will not lie bound by the rules of the House ; 
they elwnse the executive branch of government hy inennfl of the voteof a man, who they themselves, after hin 
vote has been given, acknowietlge had no business tliere, but whom they hnd first permitted to declare, by his 
oWB vote, that he had ; they published an answer to the Governor's speech which was never accepted ; and 
lastly they say such a proceedure is, in the opinion of this House, unconstitutional and illegal which is so far from 
the tmth, that directly the contrary apiiears on the face of their own journals. A true specimen of rMDRiDLKD 
democmcy." Van Buren would have lost his otiice of Attorney General had his party acted honestly as judges 
in this case. 

tfammond, who, in many things, diiiplnyti, to my mind, real independence of character ; although Judge Spen- 
c^, taking Hammond*8 own doctriiies as' a test, seems to sliow that he was not always ra ; pives another Fi^rer 
Allen case in the Senate in 1817, in which Young and Van Buren cut a wretclieti figure as judges. It is this : 
In the Western District, two senators were to be chosen— one for four years and another for one, liy one elec- 
tiou. By law, hn, of tlie two chosen together, who has the most votf>s, sits four years— tlie otticr, oju;. It was 
disputed which of the two elected liad most votes— the dispute referrrd to a commiltce— who reported, that 15,009 
voCM were jriven for Isaac Wilson — that 14,985 were given fur Jediab Prendeiigast, 01 for Jedediah Preude rgnst, and 
10 fbr Jed. Frendergast. Forty-two of the electors who spelled Jedediah swore, to the satisfaciiuu of tlie senate's 
committee, that they had intvnded Jediah, and these 42 added to Uie 14,965 who had s})elled tlie name right, 
nndie 15,027, or 18 niorc than Wileon, saying nothing of the other 59, which it was clear were al£0 intended for 
Prcndentast. The comndttec aim reported that Wilson had not alleged that there was a Jedediah Pren- 
(ferfast in the district— and, of course, that Jediah P. ought to sit for four years and Isaac Wilson for one. Could 
th«fre be two opinlofis <m such a question 1 There were. Van Buren rose in his place and nrgetl his party to 
call the fifWfMt votes the moet and give the lona tenn to Wilson— and Samuel Young produced the Bihle^ and said 
there were In It both Jediah and Jcdedhih, and lience ha would say that Wilson had tlie most votes. Van Ru- 
reH*e party (an but Walter Bowne) went with him in favor of Wilson, 13 to 11. The two Prcndergasts and 
Wilson did not vote. Lawyers Gamine, Van Buren, Young, Roger Skinner, and Ogden were in tiie majority— 
and when we see the father acting thus openly, can we wonder at seeing Ids profligate son cursing, betting, pam- 
Mlng, flghdng In tlie courts, and using Marcy's mock messages to make money by, as a Wall stret'i str>ckjobbrr % 
The only w<mder is, that N. Y. should appoint such a person her attorney general, as if democracy consisted In 
admhileteitag public justice ihniugti the most pmfliiiate characters in tlie community. Well mifiht Hammond ^ay 
(Vol. i., p.4M) that '• it would have been more citditablu to Young and his friends to have voted wititout argumg.'* 

■oger Bkfainer*B pnlitkuil character may be guessed at ttom his lettur to Uoyt, in pngc 197, of the Oorrrspon> 
dNtea In the spring of 18S1, 1 fir>it heard of . him from an old friend. Dr. Shaw, of the Albany Academy, who 
iavtad ne to be prpsent nt a public dinner given to Archibald Mclntyre, the able, indefatigable, and htcormptl* 
" roftlMilMe,wtaoBflUnnernndUieouBcllhadJiittnBiovedftomQffii^oniheitannie nriscble 
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kins, and Alfred CoDcklin|r, Albany. The malice of his enemies must Ittve 
injuriously ailected their insulting bargain of the State, which was to be deli- 
vered to the minority caucus for Crawford next November.* 

Clinton's expulsion was proposed in the Senate, by John Bowman of Monroe, 
and voted for by fj^ Silas Wright, now Governor — ((cj^ Walter Bowne, since 
Mayor of New York — 3@» Charles K. Dudley, successor to Van Buren as U. 
S. Senator — flt^* Jonas Karll, junior. Canal Commissioner, P. M. of Syracuse, 
&c. — 9($>Heman J. Redfiold, whom Wrijrlit wanted Clinton to make a Judge — 

gt^ Edvvard P. Livini^ston, Van IJiircii's can<Iid:ite for Lieut. Governor 

0$^ Judge James M-.dlory, for whom Marcy hjnl such fender ft.elings, fp. 199, 

no. 140.] — fh^ Pcr](»y K«^yos, the |>oiitical schoolmaster of Silas Wright 

J(5* John Lefferts, from liong Island — J'^* Bowman, the mover — g^ James 

Burt — gt^ Byram (Jreen — gtj* James McCall — ^^ -Greenly — g^. . ■- 

Haight — a^ Col. Farrand Str^iiahan — fit^ John Sudam — g(5» Stephen Thorn — 
(jf^ Melancthon Wheeler — 8(|f» Sherman Wooster — and g(^ General Jasper 
Ward, who did not wait to bo expelled the Senate, as his history will telL 
Some of these men may have acted without thought, but the Wrights, Bownes, 
Dudleys, Earlls, v^tranahans, and Wards, knew what they were about. As 
Wright says to Van Buren, they did not want to do " journey work," like the 
Feds. It wouldn't be their fault if they failed to seize the spoils. When this 
vote was given, Marcy was Comptroller — his father-in-law, Knowor, Treasurer 
— Croswell printed for the State, and manufactured '^ opinion " for the retail 
presses of the party. The men who went this length would have enacted 
" Joseph's brethren " in Genesis, or driven Mordecai from the king's gate, as 
we have it in Esther. Bowman got the Rochester Rink charter tnat season. 

* Culooel YoanK wan (yllntoirs sucresHor, an the Icailing incnibftr on tlic riiiihI iKianl, and approved of his 
nnjiHt reinovul. Unllko Clinton, however, the Colonel served for ]}ny. and the comniUriion, instead of being* 
.■15 itouf^ht, composed of men of varions jiolitics and h\\'h chanetor, decenemted t<M» tnnch Into a mera paitT 
machine, to enrich the political leaden and their electioneering dependeuts. Marcy wrote in the Ti9y Bndfet, 
and Cniawell in the Argus, censurinc Clinton's canal policy. When it wan men that a few years would eon* 
plete the work, Clinton, who, with Thomas Eddy, R. R. Livingston. W. Xorth, S. He Witt, 9. V. RonsselMr, 
and G. Morris, had ureed on, and reported in favor of the Brie route, Ki years licfore, was tamed out, that the 
gtorr night be an undivided halo, encirrling only Van Buron*s bni\v.<. 

While OB the Canal Board, oa which he had a seat as esriy as 181.3, Vnung, in 18S5, wrote, aignad, aad 
meented U) the leg islature a report, In his (»fficlal capacit>-, statins his belief, that a parallel canal, or doable 
locks the whole distance, alongside the Erie canal, would soon lie indls|icnMiMe — that the canuls would Mioa 
pay off* their debt and yield a great revenue l>eside«— and that other slates would luiofit by the laudable exaa- 
pie of N. V.->that within ten part the tolls would piubably be. tripled, and (ir not reduoed) might, in leM 
cJian fifty years, amount to $10,000,000. When reminded of this report lately in Senate, he remarked that even 
BOW the tolls on the canals would be five millions had they not Iicen reduced. Why then, asked Geaenl 
rhvk, did you state In 1839, in your report on finance, that *' Hbnian rovemment is, as It always 1iai been, 
the grave of produrtive industry* :— that every step it takes in ondeavorlnff to carry on works of labor of nny 
kind. Is attended witli sucrifice and waste to the community, and sinks it deeper and deeper in debt ^--fh■t th0 
songa of* Internal improvement* are liticls on the laws of Ckxl, anil a deadly mildew upon the handaaM and 
pioeperity of man !— that, with reference to canal loans, &c., a convention will be called, which will be In 
structe«l to reorganise and remodel our prostrate constitntlon ; and which convention will repndiate the debt ; 
nill affix the Impress of inAmy upon iiast nrofligate laws ; and erect new barriers tor the Aitnre!— that tha 
eonmunity has been abused j^ deceived, ror years, by the constant reiteration of the fklsrhood, that tfaa Krta 
and Chainplain canals were ei^^lng the state, whereas, it Is a truth within the reach of all, that lo ihrfhitti 
having paid the cost of their consnVtatlon, there would be now a debt against them, had they not raceiyad tha 
«!d of ihe auction and salt duties of #S,4m.O60 V* 

On the 17th of August, Young's repiirt. above quoted, appeared in full in the Albany Aifoi, the adilar tf 
which eaid, " That this is a most alile and powerflil docuraout no one will deny." Of course he did 90t aay 
flat be oonrnrred in all its iiositlons. 

^*hen Young*s Internal Improvement Report of \^'^ appeared, it was followed by a bill la the Senate ttt 
the survey of 10 new canal routes, including liie Chenango. Black River, and Genesee Vallev— yet in a fair 
yean theieafter, he denoance<l the Chenango canal, affirming that Pennsylvania and New Vork *' had heea 
forced by the demagogues of each, into the hostile attitude of profligate rivalry ; and each has been redrleialy 
gnaded along by the bloody lash of internal improvement** I ought to state here, that, in IR35 and 183S, be 
nffered nn anie opposition to the bills fi>r ronstmcting the Chenango and Genesee Valley canals— and that. In 
bit lepnrtof iH30, he showed that the Chenango canal would cost over a million of ikdlaii, and that iU revc- 
ROe would not pay, either for Interest, re|iairs, or even superintendence, but give value to the binds of spec*, 
latoni at the public cost. In the late discussions in Senate, on the extravagant expenditures on the canale, 
Mr. Wright said, and, I think, truly, " I^t there be competition in labftr, not in mere party fealty. ThU bud- 
nest nfrepairs, «rf repairing the canals, had become a party machine, pat In operation Just befiire electton, aad 
bence the increase of expenditures." Another senator, Pntnam, showed that f 500,000 had been paid Ar 
aaglaata to ftalfii contracU, in giving which it appears there is enough of fkvoritism. It saenu that two ar 
tfaiaa mlilloaa of the canal ftinds have paaied through Tonng'i hands : bat I hear nf no rate la which ba bM 



M IN LIFE HE CURBED HIM WHOM IN DEATH HE BLESSED. 

Was there a bargain to immolate Clinton and raise Crawford, connected with 
that sale of the public patrimony, also ? 

Jedediah Morgan, John Cramer, and Archibald Mclntyre (not the comptroller) 
were its only opponents ! They may well feel proud of it. 

Allow me to change the scene to 1828 — Clinton in his coffin, and Van Buren 
in Washington, thus addressing the members of Congress relative to the 
deceased : — ^^ The high order of his talents, the untiring zeal and great success 
with which those talents have, through a series of years, been devoted to the 
prosecution of plans of great public utility, are known to you all. * * * The 
neatest public improvement of the age in which we live, was commenced under 
the guidance of his counsels, and splendidly accomplished under his immediate 
auspices. * * * The triumphs of his talents and patriotism cannot fail to become 
monuments of hish and enduring fame. * * * I am greatly tempted to envy 
him the grave wim its honors." 

How like unto Balaam's conduct when Balak sent his princes to induce him to 
curse Israel, [Numbers xxiii.] was the politic Van Buren 's ! Balaam wished to 
curse but durst not ^' How shail I curse whom God hath not cursed 1 How shall I 
defy whom the Lord hath not defied 1 Let me die the death of the righteous^ and 
let my last end be Hke his /"* What a commentary upon 1824, was the funeral 

* In 1819, there was a vacancy on the bench of the Supreme Court of the State of New 
York, which a mutual friend of Clinton and of Van Buren, then high in oflSce, told Clinton 
that Van Buren wished to fill — that he had said so to him, and given as a reason that he was 
weary of the turmoil of politics — ^and that it was politic and expedient to give him the jnd^- 
ahip. " As a measure of mere policy," said Clinton, " it might be expedient ; but so unpnn- 
cipled a man do I ccmsider Mr. Van Buren, that I could never justify myself in making such 
an experiment, merely for the sake of disarming his resentment against me." John Wood- 
worth was appointed, of whom Butler speaks so spitefully in his letters, and Van Buren, Butler, 
and their confederates, persecuted Clinton till his death, and then — not till then— praised him 
as the greatest of statesmen and of patriots. 

The bitter hatred of Van Buren to Clinton may be inferred from Butler's letters. He.was 
at Sandy Hill when Woodworth was appointed. Van Buren was a Senator at Albany in 
1618-19, and was almost violent in his oppo^tion to Rufus King, then a candidate for the U. 
S. Senate. In December, 1819. he wheeled round to the side of King, wrote a pamphlet on 
his behalf— and why ? He had become satisfied that King was not the friend of ClintoJl ! 
" Sensible as I am Tsays Van Buren) of the great merits of Mr. King, and of the advantages 
which would probably result from his appointment, still, did 1 believe that he was opposed to 
ns in the present controversy between the republican party and Mr. Clinf/m and hi» JoUoiters ; 
could I even suppose that he looked with iiidiffemirr on the struggle of the great body of our 
citizens to extricate themselves flrom an itifliiencc [Clinton's] whicli has so long pressed vpon this 
St4iie, and wider which she can iiever acqvire her true ekiwiion in the Unimif I have no hesitation 
in saying, I would oppose his appointment." 

Colonel Duane, ever free and fearless, denounced Van Buren and his new allies for their 
persecution of Clinton. In the Aurora of Octolicr, 1821, 1 find these remarks : 

" But why calumniate Mr. Clinton 1 Because the eminence of his qualifications, and the 
place which he holds, in the esteem of all intelligent and lilieral minds, renders him an object 
of apprehension to those who are in power, ana who look to him as a fearful rival, from the 
disparity between their faculties, and the place he holds in the eyes and hearts of the people. 
For this calumny of Mr. C. the publication of the laws, the patronage of the post-office, ana all 
the miserable crumbs of a corrupt system are distributed, shoeing the melancholy fact that the 
press may be purchased for a pitiful annual stipend — and perverted into an engine of national 
degradation." 

William L. Stone, in the N. Y. Commercial of Oct. 14, 1828, asks several leading questions 
ol Van Buren's stpporters — ^among them these : 

" Who, among tne whole host of Mr. Clinton's enemies, was so active and so artfbl as Mr. 
Van Buren 1 Who so relentless and so persecuting 1 What political plan for developing the 
resources of the state did Mr. Clinton ever devise, that Mr. Van Buren did not attempt either 
to thwart, or to deprive him of the honor 1 What path did Mr. Clinton ever propK)se to travel 
that Mr. van Buren did not cross 1 When did Mr. Clinton ever raise his arm in the public 
service that Mr. Van Buren did not attempt to paralyze it 1 When did Mr. Van Buren's hot- 
tUity to Mr. Clinton ever sleep ? Not until the illustrious man slept with his ikthers, and the 
^Tvre had dosed upon his remains. Then it was, and not till then, that Mr. Van Buren became 
mwan of the talents, the rirtoeB, the inestimable worth of Mr. Clinton." 
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ptrade of 1828, with Savage, Sutherland, Flagg and Marcy, decorated with 
scarfs, mourning for Clinton, and among his pall-bearers ! What a censure the 
bill to reward Clinton's invaluable services, by a grant of money to his children, 
and by the very men whose envy of his talents had denied him, only four years 
before, the humble privilege of serving his country without fee or reward, 
poor but disinterested, in the midst of Van Buren's greedy spoilsmen ! Andrew 
Jackson's birthday toast, March 15, 1828, was, ** The memory of De Witt 
Clinton, the Patriot, the Philanthropist, and the distinguished Statesman. In 
his death. New York has lost one of her most useful sons, and the nation one 
of its brightest ornaments." Even Ritchie, whose columns had teemed with 
abuse of Clinton, in former years, was moved ; and the Richmond Enquirer 
thus pronounced his eulogy : — " A great man has fellen in Israel ! A man who 
was designated for the first chair in the nation is cut off in the midst of his 
honors. But his name will go down to posterity, full of honor, and his woika 
are his monument." 



CHAPTER XV. 

2Tke Crawford Caucus of 1824. — Van Bureriy Camhreleng^ and Stevenson tram-' 
pkonthe Democratic Principle. — Secret Combination oJReqency Leaders, — 2%e 
JSkctoral Law, — Monarchical Features in our System. — Jclagg^ Wright^ EarU^ 
Croswell^ Van Buren, and the rest of the Albany Oligarchs^ uniting to put down 
Public Opinion. — Young tip for Governor. — The Old Federalists, — Wright 
a/nd the Seventeen. 

In one day, in the winter of 1824, two notices appeared in the National In- 
teliigencer — ^the first calling a meeting or caucus of the members of Congress, 
to nominate fit persons to fill the offices of President and Vice President of the 
United States — the oth r, a declaration signed by R. M. Johnson, John H. 
Eaton, R. Y. Hayne, S. D. Ingham, Geo. Kremer, J. R. Poinsett, and others, 
that they had been informed, that of 261 members, 181 were opposed to the 
caucus, and probably more. On the 14th of February, 66 members attended a 
caucus at the Capitol : Van Buren moved that they be called by states, and 
said, '' that the people were anxiously waiting for a nomination, and he felt 
confident that a large portion of the rep'iblicans of the Union were decidedly m 
favor of this mode of nomination^ and mat it was quite necessary that it should 
be made." The ballot showed 61 votes for Crawford, 2 for Adams, and 1 
each for Macon and Jackson, to be President — and 57 votes for Gallatin, as 
Vice President. Crawford and Gallatin were nominated. 

Among the members taking part in this wonderful piece of imposture, were 
C. C. Cambreleng, Andrew Stevenson, Lewis Eaton, Lot Clark, P. P. Barbour, 
and John Forsyth. Even if the practice of a virtual election of the President 
by Congress, throuah a caucus, had been defensible, a caucus in favor of one, 
where all the candidates were of one party, was confininff the people's choice 
to one person, and thus stifling public opinion and rescinding in so far the con- 
stitution.* 

* The state of North Carolina had, in 1818, proposed, as amendments to the IT. S. consti- 
Wion^ that the representatives in congress should be (^osen by separate districts, made as 
equal in population as possible by the several state legislatures ; each district to elect one mem- 
M by the votes of its qualified cdectors^^and that, for the purpose of electing electors of preel* 
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Id January f 1824, there might be seen the really paradoxical speciack of A 
D<jJv 01 iiifu iu the legislature, arrogating to themselves the exclusive title of 
republicans, the democracify who were unwearied in endeavoring to defeat the 
people ^s instructions, by giving the go-by to a law required by the whole state, 
giving to the country, and not reserving to party leaders in the Legislature, the 
election of electors of President and Vice* President. I hope the day draws 
near in which the people will vote directly for the men of their choice to these 
offices, and that on the same day too, throughout the republic. 

By reference to B.F. Butler's letters, pp. 168, l^GQ, and to Hoyt's, CroswelPs, 
Van Buren's, Skinner's, and Livingston's, pp. 193 to 198, it will be seen that 
there was a secret combination among the leaders to keep power from the 
people, and to use it contraiy to their well known will. " If Clinton is very 
dangerous, (says Livingston,) they [the party in the legislature] will go one 
way ; and if it is thought he cannot make any difficulty, they will go t'other 
way." The patriots thus acting for Van Buren and Crawford, had the assurance 
to talk of a bargain between President Adams and Secretary Clay ! ! A. C. 
r iagg seems to have been the leader of the oligarchs in the Assembly. His 
press, the Plattsburgh Republican, and also the Albany Argus, had come out in 
favor of the measure before the election, and then moved round to another course.^ 

deni and vice president, each state ought to be divided into separate districts, as many as it was 
entitled to electors ; each of said districts to be contiguous, and convenient for the people to meet 
in, and to choose one representative. This was the district system, both for electors and CoDgress- 
men, and eleven Senators, including Bowne, Skinner. Seymour, and Livingston, (Prter R.,) sup- 
ported it. Samuel Young, Van Buren, Cantine, Tibbets, and six others, opposed it Several 
years after, in the U. S. ^nate, Van Buren proposed to divide each of the states into a» many 
districts as its number of electors — each district to choose one elector— the electors, so chosen, to 
meet and voce for president and vice president ; and in case no one candidate had a majority 
of their voices, they were to be convened again, to vote for one of the two candidates to whom 
they had given the most votes before j uid then, if the votes were equal, and no choice made, 
the House of Representatives were to make a choice. He agitated this question for three years, 
and others have Kept some reform or oUier l)efor€ the community ever since, but no steady and 
connected effort has been made to afford a real remedy for a great and serious difficulty. 

There are many features in the United States sy^m of government that approach much 
nearer to the British and French monarchical plan, than to democracy. In the Observeii, 
New York, 20th December, 1823, the editor says :— 

" Our readers are aware that, as the constitution now stands, if the electors fail to choose on 
the first n^al, the choice devolves on the Hcyuse of Representatives, and that in this case the 
representatives of each state are entitled to one vote. The present number of states in the 
Union is twenty-four. Thirteen are a majorihr. The population of the United States, in ifiSO, 
was nearly 10,000,000. Thirteen states can be selected, whose joint population is less than 
2,200,000.'^ Of course, it is possible that 1,100,000 persons, or a little more than one-tenth part 
of the population of tho Umted States, may l^^y appoint the President of the United States, 
in .)pp.isiLion to the will of the other nine-tenths. This case, moreover, is not a solitary one. 
I( is a tact, that the principle which we so strongly condemn in tlie English rotten borough S3rs- 
lein, pervades every part of the constitution (xf me United States, arid threatens, in the end, to 
be as ruinous to the rights of the people in this country, as it has been in Great Britain. The 
treaty-making power is vested by the constitation in the President and two-thirds of the Senate. 
Two-thirds of the Senate represent two-thirds of the states— that is, at present, sixteen out of 
twenty-four. Siirteen states can be selected, whose joint population does not exceed 3,400,000. 
It is p)ssible, therefore, that treaties may be made in opposition to the wishes of two-thirds of 
the American people." 

Under the last uongressional appoitioam^ a presidential election, if carried into the House 
of Representatives, might be decided against a candidate supported bv more than two-thirds of 
the population, property, and representation in diat House, of the wnole Union, and in favor 
<jf a candidate not votea for by even one-third of these. Tnc slave representation makes this 
Riaie of things still worse. Jackson, in 18^, had but three votes out of seventy-three, in New 
York and New England ; but Van Buren united interests with him in 1828, and, with the help 
of the contractors, office-seekers, lawyers, and editors, converted many, myself among the 
number. 

* On the 3d of August, at a special session in Senate, Mr. Ogden moved a resolution *' that 
AJtexpedieat to jmmhUiw dUiMfrmM n^uUfng iftkt t^sfiSo^Mff, giving to the people oi 
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lo 1S24, Colonel Young was the candidate of the burktail caucus, composed 
chiefly of members of the legislature friendly to Crawford, for governor. On the. 
2d of April, this caucus, 106 in number, met ; and on the first ballot. Young had 
60 votes, and Joseph C. Yates 45 ; Erastus Root had 75 for lieutenant governor, 
and Burt 21. Root was for Crawford, Young for Clay, and both were defeated 
by Clinton and Tallmadge, who had their nominations from a state convention. 
Young was avowedly friendly, throughout, to the election of electors of President 
and Vice President by the people, and opposed to Van Buren's bargaining 
scheme of 1824, by which he and the Albany Regency sold, as it were, the 
votes of a hireling majority of bankjobbing lawgivers, to a particular set of 
minority congressional caucusing profUgates, and endeavored to pledge the votei 
of the state in opposition to the known wishes of a majority of the people. 
In one state, only, is the election of electors confided to the legislature now, 
and that is South Carolina. Young's steady opposition lo Crawford ensured his 
defeat in the legislature, and caused Adams to be returned in his stead, as the 

this State the choice of electors of President and Vice President." The noes were Silas 
Wright, Walter BowTie, John Sudam, F. &ranahan. E. P. Livingston, Jasper Ward^ Jas. 
Maliory, Jonas Earll, Charles E. Dudley, Perley Kej'es, Green, Greenly, Bronson, Lefferts, 
Thorn, Wheeler, Wooster, M'Call and Heman, J. ^edfield. Among the afcs \»'ere Archi- 
bald M'Intire, John Cramer, Haight, Burt, Lynde, and Burrows. Flagg and his fnendapie' 
tended that a special scission was illegal, but were overruletl. 

On the 5th. the rosohe, U) give the people, and take from the Legislature the choice of 
Hectors, was earned in the assembly, 75 to 4i ; Crolins, Funnnn, McClure, Riggs, Tall- 
m.'uU'e, Whcaton, and Wilkin amonsf the yeas. Flagg said that " as the shav m-as now ov^r and 
I'.ii: naiiiosoi'lliegeniltMnen ►pread on the re(^)rd, \u* iiop(?d ilwy wore reatly to adjourn," Coke- 
juaii, iho lory cdiior olthfPost, called this voting a ridiculous larce— U»' was with Van Buren,. 
Flagg and Wright, lor Crawford — and he went with Van Buren, t(K), for King as senator in 
IMlii, and dead against the war and Clay and Madison, in IHI'2. The senate M'ould not act. 
Bill thousrh Van Buren, Wright, Flagg, Keyes, Marcy, Knower and their artful confederates, 
influenced the legislature to defy public ojiinion for two sessions, and to oust Clinton from 
llie canal Board, ihey had their reward. C^rawfoni failed to get the vote of N. Y. — he failed 
10 get to be president — Clinton was elected as Governor by 17,000 majority, and Tallmadge 
Lieutenant Governor by 32,000, over Van Buren's noniinee.s. Wright voted on the lOihof 
March to give the choice of electors to the people, by general ticket-«-he then proposed a com- 
plicated and preposterous scheme which c»nly got four .«iupporters. '• The fact was" (says Ham- 
raondV " Mr. Wright, previous to his election, had given the people to understand that he 
woula, if elected, support a bill giving to the ]>eople the right to choose presidential electors. 
All this manoeuvring was for the purj^ose of exhibiting on appearance of redeejning that 
pledge. We. shall shortly find him voting for an indefinite postponement of the bill." And 
it is a man who could thus descend to the meanness of tricking the men he pretended to repre- 
sent, who is at this day governor of New York. The timber out of which good go\'emor8 
are made must be scare* in these parts. The bill got the go-by same day (10 March), E. P. 
Li\riiig9ton having moved to stop all consideration of the bill to give the people the choice of 
a president till November, when it would be useless for another four years. Himself and 
Bowman, Bowne, Bronson, Dudley, (Host's correspondent.) Earll (canal Com'r), Greenly, 
Keyeff f Silas Wright's mentor), Letferts, Maliory, M'Call. Aedfield, Stranahan, Sndam, Waitl 
(iiaPER), Wooster, and Governor Wright— the immortal 17 pretenders to a democracy they 
oaly practised, when, as Wright .says in his letter (p. 203), they had to do journey work, being 
unable to .seize the spoils. Col. lioung, like his Iriend Cramer, and Qeneral Root, was op- 
posed to Van Buren in this matter. Wright, then in his 30th year, voted to remove Clinton 
Irora the canal board. It is enough to shake a man's faith in popular institutions when he 
sees mch men as Van Buren and Wright succeed a Clinton as governors of this great state. Gene- 
ral Root preferred in 11^, and Van Buren in 182B, an election of electors by separate districts, 
because the various di.^Jtricts have a variety of interests, and each .section of country should 
have a voice in the choice of chief magistrate. The ailments used in favor of a genera! ticket 
for electors of president would justify to a far greater extent, the election of members of con- 
gress by general ticket, for the electors perform but one act while the congressmen perform 
many. Vonng and Van Buren, however, are now strongly in favor of election by general 
ticket, and South Carolina chooses her electors by the Legislature, after every other state has, 
made a choice by the people. Only one of the above seventeen venture<l to re-appear as a caa«' 
dldate, and he was swept away by the overwhelming majority given to his opponent, 
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second candidate, instead of beius behind Crawford and Clay, and not a 
candidate at ail. Tlius it was through New York that Adams became 
President. Adams had 84 votes, including 32 from this state, obtained through 
a union of the friends of Clay and Adams in the legislature. Crawford had 41, 
but. would have had 73 had he got the 32 from N. Y., and Adams but 52. 
Instead of applying to parties the names which would most clearly indicate 
their principles, the usage is, to apply to an opponent any term which popular 
leaders and presses have rendered odious to the more ignorant. Young de- 
nouncedi^not long since, the supporters of John Q. Adams on federalists. When 
it was shown that he had aided Adams' election in 1824, he said that at that 
time Adams was a good democrat. If so, why abuse Clay for preferring one 
democrat to another 1 The truth is, that Blair, Croswell, and many other 
unprincipled hirelings use the term federalist as a reproach, and their impudence 
in so doing is unmatched, for Taney, McLane, Bryant, Buchanan, Ingersol, 
Bleecker, Oakley, Powers, Beekman, Vanderpool, and very many others of the 
party calling itself democratic, were formerly members of the great federal 
party, which numbers thousands of the greatest, wisest, and best names known 
to American history. It is now no more ; it had its faults, its merits, its un- 
worthy member^ — but it was honored in not having reared and educated a Burr 
and a Van Buren. Col. Young, in Senate, Feb. 4, 1846 [Argus report] does 
not hesitate severely to censure Van Buren for the Crawford caucus of 1824 ; 
he denounces it as " made by a minority of the democratic members of 
congress ; and that very act broke down that machinery, for never since have 
members of congress nominated a president. It was regarded as so great an 
outrage on the former practice — ^for never before had a minority undeitaken to 
nominate — that the whole system broke down." 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Jlndmo Jack$on namtnated for President, in 1815, by Col. Burr.^The Texas 
Movement. — Polk and Slavery.— Swariwmit'^s Proceedings. — Chanmng^s 
Vkws.-^ackson^s position in 1S06. — He acts as Burros Agent. — Burros 
attempt to Dissolve the Union. --McDtfffie's Effort.— The True PoHcy of this 
JiepubKc. — Jackson and Van Buren Buying Texas.— Hamilton on Burr. — 
Burr kills him.— Enters into Arrangements with Pitt.— Burros Famly. — 
Jw^ Marshall on Blemnerhassett.— Wilkinson's Testimony.— Davezae^s Ar^ 
fe$t, — The Day tons of New Jersey. — Frank Ogden. — Sedgwick on Tsxas. — 
Texasj how Settled. — Its Convention. — Channing on Slavery. — Van Buren^t 
LtstrucHons to the Mexican Minister^ in IS29.— Benevolence and DisisUensh 
edness ef the U. S. Government.— A Curious Argument.^-^Gaines Invades 
Mexico. — Senator Houston. — Calhoun's Opinions on Slavery.— His Letters 
to Eng and Wilson Shannon. --Canada^ a Refuge for the Op^essed Slave.— 
SoiUhem Policy Disclosed by a Candid Minister to Mexico. — On Exien^ng 
the Ana of Oppression.'^Hotv to Raise the Price of Virginia Negroes. — 
MwphyU Hint to Play the Hypocrite.— Our Treaty with the Mexicans. — The 
Destiny of the Americans.— Public Life.— National Purity. 

AsrnBSW Jackson was first nominated as President of the United States, by 
Aaron Burr. Col. Burr's letter, with his reasons for preferring Jackson, waa 
•ddressed to Governor Alston, as early as 1815, and will be found aniong the 
correspondence. I hare seen it stated, but not on any specific authority, that 
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Bnrr's arguments in fitvor of Jackson had great influence over Van Buren's 
mind, when he became his adherent. Unquestionably, the popularity of Gen. 
Jackson was the leading indacement. We shall find that Burr and Jackson's 
views for conquering Alexico from Spain, in 1805, have been since carried out 
in part, by the Texas movement of Polk,* Van Buren, Jackson, Calhoun, and 

♦ The violent dismemberment of Mexico by citizens of the United States, with a view to 
the redibiblishment of slavery in Texas ; and the very remarkable circumstances attending its 
recent annexation to this Union, in violation of good faith to a friendly republic ; with the 
state of feeling to whicli these events, and their expected results, havu given rise, form some 
apokMnr for brief notices of the various parts played in the exciting drama, by Messrs. Polk, 
Van Buren, Benton, Houston, Jackson, Burr, Swartwout, and iheir friends or confederates. 

James Knox Polk took the oath of office at the Capitol, as President, on Tuesday, March 4th, 
1845, he being then in his 50th year. 

In his inaugural address, he expressed a deep regret that " misguided persons" had indul^^ed 
in schemes and agitations " whose object is the destruction of domkstic institutions existmg 
in certain States or sections" — and thought that ail must see that if these prsons could succeed, 
" the dissolution of the Union" must speedily follow. " To increase the attachment of our 
people to the Union (said he) OUR LAWS SHOULD BE JUST. ANY POLICY WHICH 
SHALL TEND TO FAVOR MONOPOLIES, OR THE PECULIAR INTERESTS 
OP SECTIONS OR CLASSES, must operate to the prejudice of the interests of their fellow- 
citizens, and SHOULD BE AVOIDED." It would be his aim "to obser\'e a careful respect 
for the rights of other nations^" and "none could fail to see the danger to our safety and future 
peace, if Texas remains an mdependent state." " Our title ijo the country of tlie Oregon is 
clear AND UNaUESTIONABLE." The President "ferventiy invoked the aid of tlic Al- 
mighty Ruler of the Universe, to guard this heaven-favored land against the mischiefs which 
might arise from an unwise public policy." " Witii a firm reliance upon the 'H'isdom of 
Omnipotence to sustain and direct him in the path of duty which he had boeu appointed to 
pursue," he stood tliere to take the oath, &c. 

.0 ! what is worth made for, if'ttii not the same, 
Thro* joy and thro' torment— tbro' glory and :;hame. 

Mr. Polk thought that the laws should be just and free from mono2^>ly, and that there war 
nothing wrong in one man with a white skin, possessing a life iease of the labor of many 
families of his fellow creatures whose skins were more or less tfnged with black — no harm in 
baying them — selling them — separating the husband from the wife, the sister from the brother, 
the parent from the child — ^keeping them in poverty, misery, and brutal ignorance, and se^^rely 
ponishing him or her who would voTiture to teach them to read and write — ^thore was no 
monopoly in all that, nothing unju-^t— ..o, nor in ofvnexin^ Texas, the patrinumy of a weaker 
republic, simply because that repub.ic was weaker— and he invoked the aid of Almighty God 
to enable him to preserve tlie Union, throug^h the continuance of this description of domocratic 
justice — and had a firm reliance upon the wisdom of Omnipotence to aid hun iniiaving every 
free black driven out of the new additiwi of the " heaven-favored land" called Texas and 
slavery and a monopoly of the slave-trade upheld there, which he considered very cfiscntial " to 
our salety and future peacr." Had the Baltimore Convention nominated Benjaanin Franklin 
Butler waen they pitched upon a pioiH Tennessee lawyer, he could not have performed his 
part more in character. When defending his friend Jacob Barker, in an indictment for fraud, 
Benjamin told the court and jury that the Lord, in his good providence, had watched over 
Jacob's trade and blessrd it ; Jacob's occuaption, thus especially sanctified, being that of a Wall 
Street stockjobber ! I should not feel at all surprised, ii it were to turn out that Benjamin, who 
sometimes penned protests and messages for Jackson and Van Buren, should prove to ha\'e 
been the aimior oi' this unique inaueural of James Knox Polk. It denounces defaulters, and 
its leputed compiler has since proved his sincerity in the cause of regular accoxmtants bj- em- 
ploying in tiw highest pecuniary trusts the very punctual R. J. Walker, our defaulting bank 
president, C. W. Lawrence, with the aforesaid Benjamin and such like. It is to be doubted 
whether he had " tlie wisdom of Omnipotence to sustain and direct him" in these and some 
other acts of his, done after the fashion of Charles I., defender of the faith, &c., &c. TMien 
Qeorse III. seized the Danish fleet, and Iwmbarded Copenhagen, the capital of his faithful ally, 
in 18u7, his excuse for tlie robbery was, that the fleet, if he did not seize it, might fall into the 
haxkds of France. President Polk finds an aigument for the annexation of Texas, in this, that 
if the slave States did not seize upon it to be used as a negro pen, England might influence the 
Tezans todo as Mexico had done, crush slave-driving and slave-working there altogether ! Being 
myMlf a native of Scotland, and Robert Dale Owen the annexationisc, an Englishman, I bee 
thai my humble strictures iroon President Polk's piety and politics may be taken as a sort of 
sec off against the powerful harangues and steady votes of the Indiana philosopher^ in favor oC 
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Houston* Bjr reftrence to the aimoxed eofreq)ondence, it will be seen that 
Samuel Swartwout, who wai a& active canntiier for Jackson, in New Jeisey, 
as early as 1823| expended laige auma i& Texan lands, sent settlers there, kept 
up a correspondence with Hou^on and the Texan oaalcontents, and with Major 
Neville, an old associate of Burr's, interested himself deeply in the Texan 
trade, and was looked up to by young Blennerhassett as a friend, and 
the friend of his father. Swartwout's connection with Burr, Blennerhassett, 
and the attempt on Mexico, in 1805-6, is matter of history. As an illus- 
tration of the life and times of Van Buren, and showing what his course has 
been, I have appended as a note,* a brief sketch of the origin and progress of 

incieasing the domain of human bondage and mifieriiig In the South, as a means of decreasing 
it in the r^orth— and who consoles " his excellency'^hy the assurance that " Slaveiy, like 
Monarchy, is a temporary evil, trhich will disappear when it becomes commercially unprofi- 
table !" or in other words, that Mr. Polk will discontinue selling his Tennessee negroes when 
he can find no one to buy them firom him ! ! The President's well-written message to Con- 
gress, when they met last, would be amusing, were it not a burlesque upon the great principles 
of the Declaration of Independence, and a pra^ical defiance of the cwdinal doctrines of that 
glorious maniiesto, yet to be honored in more auspicious times. Am I too sanguine 1 

I hear firom youth, ' Man's proqwcts daily brighten : - 

Each files his fetters surely, silently: 

The Press illumines, and tne gas enlightens ; 

The elorious steamboat speeds across the sea : 

Another twenty Tears, and then— and then— 

A sunbeam shall the loyely germ unfold.' 

Oh ! 1 have waited thirty years in vain — 

Enough, enough— the wond is all too old E 

BSRANOBR. 

* Ml a later to Oorremor Claiborne, of Louisiana, dated Noy. 12, 1806, General JadEMi 
gays :- " Be on the alert, keep a watchnil ejre upon our General [Wilkinson], and beware of 
an atiack [on New Orleans], as well issxax our own eountty as Spam. You have enemies within 
your uwn citv that may try to separate it from the Union. You know I never hazard ideas 
without goocl ground. ... Be on the alert Your government [Louisiana], I fear, is in danger. 
I fear there are plans afoot inimical to th^ Union. ... I love my countn" and government : I 
HATE THE DONS: I WOUXJ) LIKE TO SEE MEXICO REDUCED: but I will 
die in the last ditch before I would yield a foot to the Dons, or see the Union reduced." Next 
Jan. 3, Jefierson, who had perfect confidsnoe in Wilkinson, wrote to him, with instructions 
how to arrest Burr's movements, and adde^ « If everything from that place (Louisville) be 
successfttUv arrested, there is nothing trom below that is to be feared. Be assured thai Ten- 
nessee, ana particularly General Jackson, are faithfvL*' 

General Jac|pK>n admiu here his hatred ^ the Spanish in Mexico, and his earnest desire to 
see it reduced. He retained the firiendship of Burr to the day of his death; was his general 
agent in Tennessee in 1806 and 1807, and received large smna of -money from him for the use 
^ that agency. Burr, when in Tennessee, was often at Jackson's, who introduced him for- 
mally at a ball in Nashville, the night before he sailed with his recruits and boats from the' 
mouth of the Cumberland River, when he (ode with him Stokely Hays, his (Jackson's) ne- 
phew. When, months after, the press and the government had noUcod Burrs course, then, 
but not sooner, did Jackson write to Claiborne, whose suspicions he dire)r:ted aeaxnA WUkkHf 
s^f and not againsi Burr. That he had no wish to dismember this Union, i beUeve ; butasto 
his being free from the knowledge of Burr's i^ans for invading Mexico, I see no reason to 
think that he was sa His anxiety to laeak up and dismember that Roman Catholic country, 
appears to have continued to the last hour of his life. It was Wilkinson's letter to Jef- 
ferson, Nov. SSdi, that enabled him to comprehend Burr's designs, viz., the severance of the 
Uni(Hi by the Alleghany Mountains, and the conqueBt oi Mexico. A conmiittee in Tennes- 
see, on which were W. B. Lewis, John Overton, R. C. Foster, John Shelby, Th. Claiborne, 
ana c^ lers^met in 1828 to take evidence and report on the nature of Jackson's connection with 
Burr. Id General Jolm Coffee's letter to them, August 28, he says, that Burr was in Tennes- 
see in 1805 and in 1806— that he wrote afterwards that there would be war with Spain, in 
which case Jefieraon was to give him the eommand of an expedition against Mexico— that 
Bu'T fe >nt 93,500 to Jackson, which, with ether 9500|jVtore placed in his (Coffee's) hands, to 
bui 1 a id purchase six boats, and lario provisiens. That suspicions afi^rwarda arose that all 
was UMt ncht, aad in December, 180S, the balance was haaoed to Burr, in Tennessee— that 
tfon wai<w«e4lgrJaiksoAwJikiii9ra|WT^^ he denied, and that then Jackson 
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the dismemberment of a weak power, by the force and fraud of a strong one. 
The truly great and good Dr. Cbanning, in his letter to Clay on Texas, appre- 
hended that its incorporation with the Union would prove a deep injury to these 

gave him a letter to Grov. Claiborne, and sent his nephew with him. Judge Williams stated 
to the committee, that in the spring or ikU of 1806, Jackson spoke to him about a commission 
in Burr's army, adding, " When I recollect that the destruction of American institutions was 
the object of uie Burr conspiracy, and that General Jackson was in the possession of facts 
and circumstanoeB which would have convicted the conspiratoss, and yet improperly with- 
held them when summoned to Richmond to give his testimony," dec. He also wrote to Jackson 
as to what he had written, that while Burr or Adair, or both, were at Jackson's house, he (the 

Seneral) tdd him (Williams) .and others— "Take notice, gentlemen, you will find that a 
ivision oi the United States has taken deep root ; you wiU find that a number of the Senate, 
and a number of the members of the House of Representatives, are deeply involved in the 
scheme." ' 

How often, in the history of this country, do wc see anxious wishes expressed for a disso- 
lution of the Union ! Burr tried to dissolve it— the men of the East, whom Adams could not 
be brought to act with, tried to dissolve it— the abolitionists of the East complain of it now 
— and how often have Gk>vemor McDuffie and others of South Carolina signed after more 
southern territory, as a means of ruling the Union, or splitting it up ! In me South Caroli- 
nian ot Feb. 8, 1914, 1 find McDnffie's speech in the Senate of the 19th of January, in which 
he calcnlates (he value of this ^preat andglorious confederacy of states by dollars and cents, 
thus: — " Sir, ever since the tariff of 1828, 1 have regarded the exporting, the slave states of 
this Union, as being practically reduced to a state of colonial vassalaze to the manvfacC^rifig 
sidles. It is a m/wck more oppressive stale of tributary depentknre than mat which once bound us 
to Great Britain. ... I can solemnly declare, as a' citizen of South Carolina, that in nearly 
II quarter of a century I have never felt this government [that of the U. S.] but by its op- 

Sresdions." (Governor McDuffie, in 1844, hesitated not to state, in Senate, a project to 
ivide Uie United States into three confederations, and to calculate by dollars and cents the 
advantages of his scheme. Like his friend Van Buren, ho was a warm supporter of Polk 
for Premient ; and so were Jackson, Calhoun, and others, who, like McDuffie, considei-ed the 
bondage of the kidnapped African the comer-stone of democratic institutions. 

InTuen. Jackson's letter to G. W. Campbell, Jan. 15, 1807, he states, that on Nov. 10th, 
1806, Capt — called at his house, and told him tiiat (ke adventurers intended to divide the 
Union, " oy seizing New Orleans ana the Bank, shutting the port, conquering Mexico, and 

unitinff tbe western parts of the Union to the conquered country" — that , of N Y., had 

told huDi flo — ^that knowing that Burr was well acquainted with , " it rushed into his 

mind like lightning that Burr was at the head" — ^that he wrote to Burr that he suspected him, 
and then to Governor Claiborne, but without warning him of Burr— that Burr denied the 
chaige of intending to s^^t up the Union, but not a word is said as to invading Mexico. It 
was after this November conversation that Jackson was most intimate with Burr, introduced 
him at the ball, even after Jefferson's proclamation, and sent his nephew with him, who left 
him, as he tells the committee, at the mouth of Bayou Pierre. Willis Alston stated that Jef- 
ferson had told Mm that Jackson had written to him that he << had been tendered a high com- 
mand by Burr," and had tendered his services « TO MAKE A DESCENT UPON MEXICO." 
Is it not rematkablie that Jackson, though in attendance at Burr's trial before Judge -MaiBhal]. 
wag not examined 1 He promises Campbell, that *' in a few weeks he would give the proof." 
When did he do if? 

The trne coarse for this republic, in its dealings with Mexico, would have been, to be gene- 
rous and liberal to a people strug^ing for freedom, but without enough of intelligence to 
seenre and maintain it in quietness. The independence of Mexico was acknowledged at 
Washington while die was in the midst of a revolution — and distracted with faction, harassed 
by wars with fi^Mun and France, troubled with domestic revolts, some of them caused by 
Americans, eneonraged, as I shall show, by official men here : who could expect that the U. S. 
coivmerce woidd not sw8^ injury 1 The Sabine river. Ace., formed the western boundary of 
the Union, as settled in 1819 with Spain, and in 1828 with Mexico— yet scarcely was Jackson 
seated in 1m chair of Washington, than, in August, 1829, he offered* Mexico five millions of 
doQars Ibr Texas, and again, m 1836, he ordered the offer to be repeated* In 1837, Congress 
declared Texas independent, and in 1845, added that fine province of Mexico to the Union, as 
a new State, confirming and restoring perpetual slavery throughout a territory of 400,600 
square n^Oes, from which Catholic Mexico had banished it 31 years beft)re ! 

Mr. Adams, in his speech in Congress, April 15, 184S, ^peaking of the Mexican treaty of 
tlSK, said : <* I had myself, in the neigotiation of our treaty with Spain, labored to e^et the Rio 
fdsl NMs as onr boundary ; and I adhered to the demand till Mr. Monroe and all his cabinet 
|ttn6lednoto(taM|oit,iiMtoM(mttotakotheJ9ahiM mfifnthst/na^wu sigi^Uwo^ 
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states. It will not stand alone, he says, — it will involve us in European wars. 
^^ It will darken our future history. It will be linked by an iron necessity to 
long continued deeds of rapine and blood. Ages may not see the catastrophe 
of Uie tragedy, the first scene of which we are so ready to enact. Of all pre- 



carried by me, at the connnand of Mr, Mmroe, to General Jackson, who, after examining it witk 
the map m his harnd^ approved of the Sabine as the bovmdary,^* 

Aaron Burr, who nominatea Jackson for President in 1815, was the early friend of Van 
Buren, the friend of his law teacher. Van Ness, the confederate of the Swartwouts, and the 
. opponent of Jefferson, whom Alexander Hamilton preferred, though of a different school in 
politics, because, as he states in his letter to O. Wolcott, of Dec. 17, 1800, Burr was " one oi' 
the worst men in the community," who, as president, " would he restrained by no moral &cru< 
pies," but would " employ tho rogues of all parties to overrule the good men of all parties, and 
to prosecute objects which wise men of every description i&^ill disapprove." Hamilton's 
patriotism kept Burr from the presidency — Burr challenged Hamilton, shot him through the 
heart, was indicted for the murder, planned his southern schemes next, became odious in the 
north, sought British aid, failed in his plans, and removed for four years to Europe. Col. 
Duane, in the Aurora, 1808, says that " Miranda was sent to America, as was proved upon 
oath, by Dundas and Sir Home Poi^iam. Burr's expedition, which was only a part of the 
scheme which Miranda was engagea in, was set on foot and paid by" Britain. Burr's papers 
went into the hands of his biographer, M. L. Davis, who, in a letter to the Courier and En- 
quirer, says that 'No other man living, EXCEPT COLONEL WILLIAMSON, OF THE 
BRITISH ARMY, knew the extent of the [Burr's] arrangements, both in England and the 
United States, which had been made to accomplish the* object. The death of me British pre- 
mier, Pitt, and it alone, defeated the enterprise." 

Aaron Burr's grandfather was a Grerman — ^his father, a Presbyterian minister, was bom in 
Fairfield, New England, and was the first President of New Jersey College, Newark. His 
mother w^as a daugnter of Dr. Jonathan Edwards, of Princeton College. Burr was bom at 
Newark, N. J., Feb. 6, 1756. His father died when he was a year old, and his mother before 
he was three, leaving him heir to a fine estate. He married Mrs, Prevost, the widow of a 
British officer, in 17&, and their only child, Theodosia, married Mr. Alston, of SoutJi Caro- 
lina. Burr was called to the bar, at Albany, in 1782, was elected to the state legislature, 
planned the Manhattan Bank charter, as a perpetual contract, and in 1790 was attorney 
general of the State. In 1791 he declared himself to be a warm admirer of the talents, plan 
of government, and disinterestedness of the French National Assembly. The democratic 
party made him a senator of the United States for this state, and a Juoge of the Supreme 
Court. In 1801, he was president of the Convention of N. Y. State to amend the Constitution, 
and became Vice President of the Union, with Jefferson. His appearance and manners are 
said to have resembled those of his pupil. Van Buren. 

Some of Swartu'out's movements, as the agent a'hd confederate of Burr, and as the settler of 
Texan lands, when Jackson's collector, are noticed in pages 83 and 84 of my Lives of Hoyt 
and Butler. In Judge Marshall's preliminary opinion, when on Burr's trial at Bichmond, he 
says — " The conversations of Mr. Blennerhassett evince dispositions unfriendly to the Union, 
and his writings are obviously intended to disaffect the western people, and to excite in their 
bosoms strong prejudices against their Adantic brethren. Thattheobjectof these writings 
was to prepare the westem states for a dismemberment, is apparent on tbie ihce of them, and 
was frequently avowed by himself. In conversation with the Messrs. Henderson, he laid 
open a plan for dismembering the Union, under the au^ices of Mr. Burr." General Wilkin- 
son swore, that, on the 8th of October, 1806, S. Swartwout had called at his headquarters at 
Natchitoches, with a packet from Burr, stating that 7000 men were to be levied to seize New 
Orleans and invade Mexico, and that " naval protection would be had from Great Britain," 
the DOwer which tried, eight years afterwards, to sei23e that city, but were met by Jackson, 
Cofiee, Adair, Davezac, and Burr's other old friends, and defeated. Col. Cushinff testified 
ihat Wilkinson had shown him Burr's letters next morning, and th^ were produced in court. 
Cushing added that Wilkinson further said, " Yes, my friend, a great number of individuals, 
Dossessing wealth, populari^, and talents, are at this moment associated for purposes inimical 
a) the government of the United States, Colonel Burr is at their head, and the young gentleman 
[ex-collector Swartwout] who delivered you the letter last evening, is one of his emissaries^ 
The story of serving as a volunteer is only a mask." Gtoeral Dayton's letter lo Wilkinson 
said, "Are you ready — are your numerous associates ready 1 Wealth and Glory— Louisiana 
and Mexico." It would appear that Davezac was sdso Burr's friend in these times. Burr, on 
the trial at Richmond, asks Wilkinson, whether he had given orders for Davezac's arrest — 
and what letters directed to him, Burr, he, W., had taken from Pintard and Davezac % When 
7/'. /. <. ../ hjmby what authority he had seized private papers, his reply was, "Am I bound to 
Mojiwer questions which jaa/ criminate myself 1" Augnste Davezao m now on a foreign 
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cipitate and criminal deeds, those perpetrated by nations are the most fruitful 
or misery." 

'* We are a restless people, [continues this eminent philosopher,] prone to 
eDcroachment, impatient of the ordinary laws of progress, less anxious to con- 
mission ; he is courageous : inimical to England ; true to Van Buren. He was an aid to 
Jackson at New Orleans — his sister married Edward Livingston, of Louisiana, Jaclcson's 
seceiul Secretary of State. 

General Jonathan Dayton, of New Jersey, was indicted for treason, and, says the Baltimore 
American, " The Attorney for the United States had no doubt that Dayion was leagued in lUe 
glpoeral coaspiracyj" but on tlie 15th of September, 1807, Dayion was discharged. [Is this liip 
Dayton who, in 1787, aided in framing the U. S. constitution, and was Speaker t»f the H. ol II. 
in Congress, for four years 1] On the 1st of September, 18*24, we hnd a Jaoksi^n in»^eti»i^- held 
in New-York — Col. Swartwout, chairman, Aaron Ogden Da\ton, seci eiar}'. Whether " che 
scramble for plunder" described by Swartwout to Hoyi, rcalizc({ the apprehenAions of Hamilton, 
of a president who would "employ the rogues of all parties," the reader of Van Buren 's and 
BuUer's lives must judge for himself. Swartwout, ana others, seem to liave had that apprehen- 
sion. Waa the Frank* Q^den, whose appointment to the 1^20,000 a year, or at least Ver}' rich 
office of the Coasulate to Liveroool, drove poor Coddington to the very verge of revolt, Tsee page 
213.) one of these New-Jersey Ogdens, whose names were associated with Burr's and Jacka^n's 
in tne romantic advenmres of 1806>7 ? 

" The settlement of Texas," says Theodore Sedgwick, (as Veto, in the New- York Evening 
Fost,) " began in land speculation ; it was marked in its course by abominable frauds, and one 
of the great causes of dissatisfaction w&s the absolute prohibition of negro slavery. The first 
Mtders of Texan, for the mere love of gain, abandonal a free republic for a colonial desiiny. 
Protestants, they transferred them.«*elves to catholic rule. The Texans [from the ITnitetl State's] 
must have been insane, if, on entering Mexico, they looked for an administratiDH a>s Ihnllle^t. 
as that under which they had lived. They might with eqiial reason liave planted ihems.lves 
in Bnasia. and then have unfurled the banner oi' independence near the throne t)f the Czar, l»> 
eanse denied the immunities of their native land.' The Union gives an arcomit of the tJon- 
tentloa to frame a Constitution for Texas, consisting of one Texan, three New-Englander>, 
one tSngKshman, three f^rom Ohio and Pennsylvania, and all the other.'i (fifty- four) irom the 
■Ure fitfttes. Fannin wrote from the Alamo, just before its capture /' In my la.% I inforrat?d 
yoOL ttal I could fjid but some half a dozen citizens in my ranks, and I regret to say that it is 
yet the case." 

Dr. Channing, in his letter on Texas, addressed, in 1838, to Henry Clay, truly remarks, that y 
T\exas was not conquered by its colonists — that in the army of eight hundred who took i^anta ^ 
Anna prisoner, not more than fitly were citizens of Texas — tlie rest were selilsh adventurers 
fiom this Union. That land speculators, slave-holders, and such men as the^e, were among 
.the foremost to proclaim independence ; and that Yankee speculators introduced slavery in 
these fhir lands, from which the countnTnen of Cortez and Pizarro had exj)elled it. Mex- 
ico, at tiie moment of throwing off the Spanish yf)ke, gave a noble testimony of her loyalty .to 
free principles, by decreeing, *that no person thereafter should be bom a slave, or introduced 
as such into thie Mexican suites; that all slaves then held, should receive stipulfited wages, and 
be svbiect to no punishment but on trial and judgment by the magistrate.^ The subsequent 
aeto or die government carried out fully these con.Htimtional provisions. It is matter of deep 
Urief and humiliation, that the emigrants from this country, whilst boasting of superior ci\nu- 
■adon, reftised to second this honorable policy, intended to set limits to one of the greatest 
aoiBial evils. Slaves were brought into Texas, with their masters, from the neighboring states 
of ftis coantry. One mode of evading the laws was, to introduce slaves under formal inden- 
llfes lor long periods — In some cases, it is said, for ninety-nine years. Bv a decree of the 
Stale Lu^islatore of Coahuila and Texas, all indentures for a longer period than ten years were 
aumUedT and provision was made for the freedom of children bom during this apprenticeship. 
This setded, invincible purpose of Mexico to exclude slavery from her limits, created as stroiig 
a puppse to antiihilate her authority in Texas. By this prohibition, Texas was effectuallv 
eloaea acahist emigradon from the southern and western portions of this countr>' ; and it is weU 
taiown that the eyes of the soiuh and west had for some time been turned to this pro\4nce, as a 
aev market for slaves, as a new field for slave-labor, and as a vast accession of political power 
to die slavehidding states. That .such views were prevalcm, we know ; for, nefarious as they 
ale, diqr lodnd their way into the public prints. The project of dismembering a neighboring 
MUbUc, that slaveholders and slaves might overspread a i«gion which had been consecrated to 
K nee population, was discussed in newspapers as cocdly as if it were a matter of obvious right, 
asA imqiiesdonable humanity." 

I hare never hesitated to believe, diat Van Buren, in his Texas letter, written before the Bal- 
^ aeiecdon, was as litde impelled by manly principle as I have shown him to have be^Sk V 
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soliilale and jK-riVoij tbpii to (.'xU-inl our instiuuions, more ainbitious of spreading 
ourselves o\(*r ;i wide: i;|j;i(.o, than ul jjifiusihg l)oauty and iViiitlulnetis over a 
narrow field. We boast of our rapid gro>\lh, tujgctting that, throughout nature, 
noble growths are slow. Our people throw tlicmselves beyond tlic bounds of 

in other iin]V)i;a]i* iicts (^f Iiis lii'<.'. On tlic Klih oj* October, ^^2[), when Secretary to Jackson, 
he adiirc.>.«eii a Ion:: Irtier to Aiit]i(;ny Butler, the United h-tales Chari^i In Mexico, containing 
tlio Ir'resiiieiii'.N iii.-mu-iioiis U) Iiiiii ls ihe si;ecc>r,or oi' PoiriscU. Van Ijuren de^cribe.s the con- 
duct of jVrc\i(!i> as uiilViondly and undc-erved, and hopes ^Jl<' v. ill become sensible of the injus- 
tice she ha/, tiuxje to this country, " licr earlie^t and bc>t iViend."' lie ydva tliiit Jackson ihuught 
thai the tru.- iiiieie.as oi ihis I'nion would be better pronioled l)y Mexican ^lury and j)H)speril3', 
than by her (U;pressinn aiid di.\[,^ri:c" — thru tiie Uarini^of Jackson's ;,'(*\\-in mem had kvn "libe- 
ral and niaj^iuJiMiiiou-." K>\;a.us the Mexican.-, " wliile niaTij'ot' their cilizens, voluniarj' exiles 
in the cau.--' ut ^\!»K'riraii lil)ejiv, toughl by liie side of their Mexican friends, TO EXPEL 
FROM TjIKS CONTiNKNT TIJH L'jVS'r REMNANTS OF COLONIAL OPPRE«- 
SIOIN' — thai: every Me}3 l.'ikeu siiiee, by (he I'niied vStai(>, has bec^i jnarked by 'M/Cnevolcncc 
and disinre:esied;'ies:/'— but lii.'il the McAJcau irovernnient had been .ii^uiliy oi" political per- 
versenoHs and inatiention," and of" persoverintc injufrtice.'' This ljenevc)lciicc of Jacki-Gn and 
Van Burcn iiad been evidenced in Swartwout, Houston, Poinf^ett, and others, stirring up sU'ife 
in Mexico; and by asking Mexico to sell some 100,000 S([uare niiles of her territory for the 
use of the :;lavc-lio]aer.s, because she Avas poor — and this, too, for a pecuniary consirfciaiion i 
Van Buren tells .Mexico thai i-he is "shut out from almost all com miuiication with tlie sea- 
lx>ard," and then complains of the ^^ (U/ortivc attempts to neii;otiate w iih" her — the main object of 
the nej^oiiation beini,^ to deprive her of the very domain wliich comuiunicates with the sea, by 
hectoring,', buUyini?, antl Jnenacing lier. Dr. ^Alayo's comments on Van Buren, in his "Eigllt 
Vears ju W;ishiiV'-Cton,"' touch this s(.)]-e point skilfully. " The idea of military invasion of the 
Mexican ti • iiic<:y has never eiifere<l into the ima^ina'iion of ti:e United tSlates, nor, is it believed, 
of ajiy oncui'iij! i;- eiii/c;;'.." 1 [lAv ](/!-);:• after tliat was it to ilie time when Jaclcson andhis party 
oTuend ("ic;;. I. .J:...-, r.; i.i\.:d ' .' 1 v." :ii <••>;, iij the ]nidht of peace, ami the General addressed the 
ex-minisiei", Foiii.->eii : '• If i am jjei mined to make an anajigemeni in accordance with the fore- 
going siivi^'istious, I Del confident that I can thereby o]>tain, and call to the frontier, HEADY 
FOR AS ACTi\'i: CAMj>AIGN TO I^IIE CITY OF MEXICO, from fifr}- to one humUed 
thousiind first rate men, iov the most part monnted, before the first day of October next, the time 
they shunkl inarch we.nward from the Sabine?" One would think that Van Buren believed 
he had in hand a second edition of the Peter Allen ease, of 181G, in which his confede- 
rates in the lcj?;sia:ure, votixl in tlie appointing: power of the state, by a false majority of one, 
knowing it to \y: !o; and then, by ihc virtue of iheir oatiis, ]ilae.ed tliis majority of one* into llic 
hands of iheir d' f.auucd oppoiients. Tiic ho.-iile movements (;f savage tribes was given as one 
reason fv.*:' the " benevoh.ni and disinK^rested" invasion by Gaines. And who sef on these 
tril>es 1 Wiiat Governor (;f Tennessee was it that left his wife and while family, to marry the " 
flaughler '-f ar. Indian Chief, (iiscard the robes of civiliNatitJii, luni savage, arid ble ready, when 
tlic revcU was Mi-.tuied, to head the adven.jrers siiipped from New-Yorli; and New-Orleans, 

' and who composed tlic ^iUc of the army of Texas ? 

1 have been a warm a«imirer of john C. Calhoun. His supenor powers of intellect, gn-at 
experience, and real liberality in many respects, gave ground for good hope tliat, as Secretary 
of State to John Tyler, he would prove that he Jiad a n(-»blc soul by some honest and able 
stroke of statesmanslii];~add Texas to the Union, but not as a slave mart, nor by insulting 
Mexico — and exhibit a Iccling in fav(;r of the oppressed classes of society, wlicther white or 
black. Mr. Calhoun had but one end and aim in accepting a seat In the cabinet— the defence 
of the negro-driver's wjiip, and increasing to the greatest possible extent the market for those 
who raise slaves for sale, as we northcrnei's laise black cnittle. NuUiliration in 1832 naight 
plead as a defence an oppressive taxation or an unequal tariff, but Calhoun's statesmanship, 
m 184-1, exhibite:! a far worse sort of nullification, the might of the executive of the Union 
ptretched to its very utmost to stiengthen and consolidate the combined slave owners of the 
south as TirG pemianent and omnipotent element of strength, the great ruling power on this 
continent, witli the breeding, trading and working of human beings, as if they were property, 
chattels, horses, asses, mules or oxen, beasts of buithen. When I read Calhoun's letter to 
King at Paris, where he tells him tliat the British people had paid a hundred millions.of dol- 
lars to compensate slave owneis in the West Indies for freeing their slaves — paid other filly, 
millions extra for sugar, the product of free labor — paid another Iiundred milliims towards tiie" 
suppression of the detectable system of kidnapping and yelling heathen Africans to Christian"" 
receivers, and that their capital," voted in tropical possessions, was at the brink of ruin, tlirough" 
these stupendous exertions towards bringing about that millenium of justice and uniriersal 
kindness foretold in the Bible — when I sjiw him sit down to calculate the gains of his system 

of coercion, and try to excite ill leelings towards England in tlie minds of the French, to pro- 
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ciirilisatioD, and expose themselves to relapses into a semi-barbarous state, 
uoder the impulse of wild imagination, and for the name of great possessions. 
Perhaps there is no people on earth, on whom the ties of local attachment sit 
so loosely. Even the wandering tribes of Scythia are bound to one spot, the 

phecy that unforgiving hate and deadly revenge would be the inevitable result of a system of 
Kindness and compassion towards those whom, during eighteen centuries, white men have 
treated cmelly, and talk of cheap staples gained by fl<^ging work out of God's creatures, I reluc- 
tantly gave him up, as I had given up Van Buren, with whom he may yei again, as he has twice 
already, coalesce. In his letter to Wilson Shannon, his en voy-EXTRAORDlNARY, as he surely 
was, he first gives as a reason for annexing Texas, that Mexico was not trying to recover it — and 
next, that it would be altogether mal apropos, and quite oftensive to this Union, were Mexico 
to try to recover Texas while annexation was pending ! Calhoun was the first who made me 
ashamed of the part I had taken in Canada. I had endeavored, as it seemed, to place Canada 
in the hands of the slaveholder, in order that no place of refuge might remain in the land of 
Jelferson and Franklin, for an o^^ressed race, on thia side the grave — and this, too, while 
catholic MEXICO and protectant Britain — ^the metiiodist, baptist, episcopalian, quaker, Uo- 
loan catholic, independent and presbyterian of England and Ireland were cheerfully submii- 
ting to enormoas taxation and ^at privations to raise the African in the scale of civilisation ! 

The Ex-Gtovemor of free Ohio, His Excellency Wilson Shannon, to wit, cut a most deplora- 
ble fi^iire in Mexico. Senor Rejon, the Mexican minister, told him, Oct. 31, 1844, that " in 
tb« declaration and act of independence of Texas, those who figured as the leaders were 
almost ail lh>m the United States, as were also the general and others who composed the 
army that fought under t^e standard of Texas in the battle of San Jacinto ; and in many 
parts of the United States meetings were held publicly to provide, and they did actually pro- 
vide, men, arms, ammunition, and other warlike stores. It has since clearly appeared that ihe 
point aimed at was to separate that rich and extensive territory from the power of its legitimate 
sovcreien in order to annex it to the United States ; a measure of policy which, as it is ex- 
ppe«W said in the note of his Excellency Mr. Shannon, ' HAS BEEN LONG CHERISHED, 
AND BELIEVED INDISPENSABLE FOR THE SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE 
UNITED STATES, AND WHICH, FOR THESE REASONS, HAS BEEN INVARIA- 
BLY PURSUED BY ALL PARTIES OF THAT REPUBLIC, AND BY ALL ADMINIS- 
TRATIONS FOR THE LAST TWENTY YEARS.' ' 

What a confedsion ! Does it not show, asked Rejon, " that the declaratiofi of independence 
by Texas, and the demand of its annexation to the United States, are the work of the govern- 
ment of the citixens of the latter, being interested in making this acquisition, which they have 
oonaidered, for the last twen^ years, indispensable for the saSety and welfare of their republic 7" 
*' The citizens of the United States who proclaimed the annexation of Texas, with the excep- 
tion, perhaps, of the first colonists, went mere,, not to remain subject to the Mexican Republic, 
but to annex it to their country ; strengthening, by these means, the peculiar institutions of 
the soatfaem states, and opening a new field for the execrable system of negro slavery." " If 
[the U. S.] aspires to find more land to stain with the slavery of an unlucky branch of the 
liumaa iamily, [Mexico] strives, by preserving what is its own, to diminish the aliment which 
tUe former desires for so detestable a trafiic." 

I am no abolitionist — that is, I would not compel, or attempt to coerce states or nations who 
encourage domestic slavery, to change their policy — though 1 might reason with them if per- 
nutted— ^mt I cannot forego the pleasure of condemning the avance which seeks Texas as a 
monopoly market fiir the slaves nor planters breed for traffic. Benjamin Lund}- tells as, that 
•' In tnc Virginia Convention of 1*29, Judge Upshur, of the Superior Court, observed, in a 
spMch of considerable length, that if Texas should be obtained, which he strongly desired, it 
woakl raise the price of slaves, and be a great advantage .to the slaveholders in that state. Mr. 
Gholsoa also stated, in the Virginia Assembly, in the year 1832, that the price of slaves fell 
twenty-five per cent, within two hours after the news was received of the non-importation act 
which wa» passed by the legislatm-e of Louisiana. Yet he believed the acquisition of Texas 
would raise their price fifty per cent at least." 

Calhoun infranic — he has nothing of the fox or weasel in him, as he said of Van Buren 
once, and might have added of Butler also. I like him for that. Instead of taking Murphy, our 
Texan diplomatist's hint, not to " ofiend our fanatical brethren of the north — ^talk about civil, 
political, and religious liberty, say nothing about abolition— this will be found the safest is.suw' to 

f[o before the world with" — m-steadof cant and hypocrisy he plainly tells Pakenham, the Eng- 
ish envoy, in kis capacity of secretary for the republic, April 18, 1844, that " that wmcH is 

CALLBD SLATBaV 18 IN RRALITY A POLmCAL INSTITUTION ESSENTIAL TO THE PEACE, SAFETV AND 

paoepaamr op those states in which it exists." In other words, Texas is annexed, in order 
Chat the bonda^ of the African race may be made perpetual. Can this be the l^guage, this 
Uia jKtUey, thia the ju4smeDt of the first free govemment in the world 1 If not, wherein do 
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graves of their fathers ; but the homes and graves of our fathers detain us.feebly. 
The known and familiar is often abandoned for the. distant and untrodden ; and 
sometimes the untrodden is not the less eagerly desired because belonging to 
otbem. We owe this spirit, in a measure, to our descent from men, wno left 
the old world for the new, the seats of ancient cultivation for a wilderness, and 
who advanced by driving before them the old occupants of the soil. To this 
spirit we have sacrificed justice and humanity, and through its ascendency, the 
records of this young nation are stained with atrocities. It which conrununities 
grown grey in corruption might blush." 



CHAPTER XVII. 

FareWell to the land where in childhood I wandered, 
In vain is she mighty, in vain is she brave ; 
Unblest is the blood that for tyrants is sanandered. 
And fame has no wreath for the brow of the slave. 

A thorn in the foot, — Van Buren and Crawford opposed to naturalized citizens, — 
Governor Marcy, — The Bamhers, — W,H. Crawford. — Coleman. — Dr. Cooper 
on the Injustice of the Natixte Principle, — Folk.-^Langtree and O^SulHvan.-^ 
John Knox, — Who united Church and State? — Rufus JSing, — On Indian 
Marriages. — M?Lane on Van Buren. — Van Buren on Jackson. — Van Buren in 
U. S. Senate. 

Courteous reader, had you ever a thorn m your foot 1 A thorn in the foot 
affords an excellent illustration of the pain and trouble which a very small 
foreign substance may give when in a hostile position in the human system. Is 
it the part of ^risdom for any party in the Union to enrol among its- principles 
the political proscription of foreigners 1 In a commercial country there always 

Polk and Walker differ from Upshur and Calhoim *? " There shall be a firm, inviolable and 
universal peace, and a true and sincere friendship between the United States of America 
and the United Mexican States," Peace, truth, friendship and sincerity are not nt>w so well 
understood at Washinjjrton as it is hoped they will be hereafter. 

" Why cannot we rise to noble conceptions of our destim' 1" asks Channin^ of Clay. 
" Why do we not feel that our work as a nation is, to carry freedom, religfion, science, and a 
nobler form ot human nature over this continent ; and why ao we not remember, thatio diffuse 
these blessings we must first chei-isli them in our o\ni borders ; and that whatever deeply and 
permanently corrupts us \vi\\ make olu* spreading influence a curse, not a blessinp, to this new- 
world 1 Public life appeals to the noblest, as well as basest principles of human nature. It 
holds up for pursuit enduring fame, as well as the notoriety of the passing hour. By ^%inf; 
opportunities of acting on the vast and pennanent interests of a nation, it often creates a deep 
sense of responsibility, and a generous self-oblivion. I have too much faith in himian nature 
to distrust the influence of great truths and high motives on any class of men, especially on 
men of commanding intelligence. There is a congeniality between va.st powers of thou^lit 
and dignity of purpose. None are so capable of sacrificing themselves as those who have 
most to sacrifice, who, in offering thenLselves, make the greatest offerings to humanity. With 
this conviction, I am not discouraged by the anticipated smiles and wjoffs of those, who will 
think that in insisting on national purity as the essential condition of freedom Mid fatness, / 
have preached to tlie winds. To you. Sir, rectitude is not an empty name, nor will a measure, 
fraught with lasting corruption and shame to your countr}-, seem to you anything but a fear- 
ful calamity." 

How often have I read this letter, and applied it to Calhoun, in the sense that its excellent 
author applied it to Clay ! I am ashamed to say that I overrated, not the clearness of his intel- 
lect, but the character of his ambition. Surely the man, who would control the republic, now 
and for ever, through the votes of African ignorance, represented by Anglo-Saxon cupidity on 
;he floor of Congress — who would place the intelligent " freemen of the north at the mercy of 
■ Ihe Spaniards ot Mexico, the mongrels of South America," (or something worse,) by progressive 
annexations and slave-breeding, will not fill a page of history as a wise statesman ! 
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wttl be vast nmnbefs of foreignen, so also in a country where labor is high and 
land cheap. It is bat as it were yesterday since foreigners were among the 
bravest and truest in t^o wars ; here they are ; here they will be ; whether for 
strength or for weakness ; as a shield to protect or as a thorn to goad and inflame ; 
peaceful and contented as your brothers ; intelligent, discontented, maddened, 
as your gibeonites, helots, slaves. 1 have no desire to see the Flag of the Union 
torn in two, with the stars to natives born, and the stripes to the victim of per- 
secution who has fled to your classic shores, to take refuge near the field of 
Lexington or base of Bunker Hill. Such a policy would weaken us within and 
without ; foreign nations would read our declaration in days of old when their 
aid was gratdful, and despise the intolerance and hypocrisy, the greediness 
of place and power which had, in three score years, falsified the noble record. 
Hundreds of tnousands of men, able to read, reason, and reflect, would not be 
anxioos to fight for a land where insult was their only portion, where they had 
only ^e bondsman's place to struggle for, and the exclusive privileges of a mas- 
ter class to secure to those who would fill every office, administer government 
for themselves, and treat us as Polk does his negroes. Are these states not 
weak enough already, vrith three millions of enslaved men and women, having 
BQch infiiriated feelinss as Calhoun describes, the result of ages of oppression ? 
Would the wanton degradation of half a million or a million of men like me, 
eoold it be eftcted, strengthen those defences, to secure which some eighteen 
or twen^ millions of dollars are yearly expended in time of peace 1 

In omer that we may the more clearly understand the characters of Van 
Buren, Marcy,* Flagg, Wright, Bowne, Noah, Qoleman, Earll, Keyes, Butler, 

♦ W. L. Marcy, in Pehmary, 1838, handed over the brothers Bamber, farmers from the 
north cf Ireland, and citizens, nine or ten years resident here, for trial on a political charge of 
nnrdtr, to Buchanan the Enfrlish Ccmsul. This he did in the teeth of the law. Judge Brady, 
•peaking of the Bamberv, menticms that they were Presbyterians — old Mr. B. a United Irish- 
suuii-HUid adds : " I waited on the Gtovernor — ^produced papers which, if properly considered, 
should oUiterate every feature of the ofience for which they were doomed to be sacrificed, ii' 
delivered to the ready executioners of a corrupt Government. The Executive [Marcy], stern 
and inexorable, refused to grant their freedom." When the Senate of Hamburg, a corrupt and 
cringing body.gave up Blackwell and Tandy to the British, they excused themselves to Napoleon 
■8 bang weak. His reply was this — " Courage and virtue are the preservers of states — 
cowume and crime are their ruin. You have violated the laws of hospitality — a thing w hicli 
never haj^ned among the most savage hordes of the desert. Your lellow-citizens will lav 
ever re|KNMch you with it The two unfortunate men die with glory — but their blood will 
bring more enl upon their persecutors than it would be in the power of au army to dc. If 
weak, had you not the resource of M^ak States 1 Could you itM have, let fJtcm escape ?' 

(Governor Marcy was formerly editor and proprietor ot' the Troy Budget. It was afterwards 
Mbliahed for the partv by John W. Kemble, whom the leaders at Albany ordered to be run 
nr state senator, ana afterwards used him as their tool. Kemble joined Bistiop, another 
gjunblinf senator, and Edmonds, the Van Buren leader in the senate, in certain sto<*kjobbing 
ttansactuns; and Kemble and Bishop united with Barstow, a bank cashier, in secretly using 
Ike funds of his bank " to ripcn a combination" by which the stocks of certain railroads would 
yieid an unkwful profit Their plot miscarried — ^Young moved to expel Bishop and Kemble 
irom the Senate — Kemble resigned — and Charles L. Livin^ton, whose epistles to Hoyt speal; 
idr themselves in this volume, voted that Bishop was " guilty of moral and ollicial misoon- 
dnct," but refused to send him back to his constituents for their opinion on that conduct. 
Young and Van Schaick then very properly resigned, and left the Senate. Kemble's lans^uage 
in the Troy Budget of 1834, shows that he held the same opinions as Van Buren and Marcy. 

[l^wn ike 7V»y Budget,\^^^ To be frank, I shall be heartily glad when tlie election is over. 
To have the dirty whisky-swilling Irish thrusting themselves every hour between the * wind 
and my nobility,^ slobbering over me in every corner of our city, is more than 1 can endure, or 
mj. stomach bear, without the aid of disinfecting agents. If' our case is to rest upon these 
Termin for soocess, much as I desire it I shall rejoice to witness its overthrow." 

When the people threw Maicy off, Polk and Van Buren took him up. The former saved him 
from rain in 1845, and the latter in 1839. Bancroft's dislike to the Catholics was one of his 
^irfrocsommendations to Polk's favor. 
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Jacob Barker'; OosWeir,' Skinner, Cambreleng, and the leading supporters of 
Crawford and the U. 8. Bank, in 1S24, it will be necessary to look into the prin- 
ciples and general character of Crawford. The reader will find that he was 
avowedly the champion of what is now called the nativm party, ever hostile to 
the claims of the persecuted from other lands who seek equal rights and equal 
laws in America. His hatred to persons of foreign birth, to whom Clinton was 
ever friendly, endeared him to Croswell, Van Buren, Wright, Butler and Skin- 
ner, insomiK'li th::t iIk.' Alhiiny Argus* opposed Monroe, and was friendly to 
Crawford in IdiU, wliile (.'linton refused to be a candidate in opposition to 
jMonrot;, in \\hosc^ fsivor his inlluencc was exerted. 

Crawford, in ISltj, all but defeated Monroe in the congressional caucus as a 
candidate for the Presidency; but his nativeism, his hatred to foreign-born 
citizens turntd the scale in favor of Monroe. In Nov., 1824, he came within 
two or three votes in the legislature, of getting the whole thirty-five presiden- 
tial votes c f N. Y. ; but hen; again Ids intolerance turned the scale against him. 
Had he c;ot the vote of N. Y,, the name of J. Q. Adams could not have been 
sent to tlie i louse of Representatives, so that he could Tiot have been President. 
Viui Huren was served in Baltimore, in 1844, as Crawford liad been twenty years 
before ; but in tiie lSA4i case, there was a secret understanding. 

Among other eminent citizens who felt insulted by Crawford'is ill-timed 
sentiments, th(r celeluated jurist. Judge Cooper, of S. C. (then of Pa.), addressed 
several Icltcrs to Air. Madison, over the signature of Americus, through the 
Jhmocmtic Presft^ in A[)ril, 181»S, l>om which the following are extracts: 

" Mr. Ci awlbrd, a solioolmaMor in Albemarle county, Vir.'icinia, conceivinj^ it more for his 
• nlcic'st to clifKW sDinc lu'w ])rijjc:>i()ij, and i^Dinc new ibealn* ot* action, removed to one of tlie 
boundary coinUifs oi'Uic. >\i\w of Gror^ia, a.s a county court lawyer. In.'^uqh a. situation, a man 
of iol«»ral)le cducaiion, nia/iiiors and cundtjct, fmds it no difficult task lo become conspicuous 
amon:^ iVontier scttlci-s. in duo time he wius sent to Congi-ess, und then, by that kind of dexte- 
rous mann^-f'jnent which mm orinoderalo talents arc not unirequentiy well qualified to pursue, 
he acquired intluf^nen enou'j^ii lo be sent as aiabas.sador to Fraiice.''t 



* The Albany Arjjuf:. S»!i»t., 1«-J, tolls u** tlifit William II. Crawfiirrt was horn in Virginia, e4th Feb. 1772- • 
the xtn oC a l.-ilioror— oiiiitirutcd to (it'orgiu at tljo ajio ol' 14 — followed the plow till 91 — ^tbon turned srhoolmast- 
ipr. HMiI rinnlly ttet up Iiu>inc3$ us a l.vwj'er. Al a uiceiiiig of the yoiini; men of Augiistn, (;:i., July S, 1798, an 
luldresfi was VDtod to Prebident Aib.ins, exi^ressing full cniitldfnce iti Lis HdininiBtration, mid ugreeiog to sus- 
tain it. Crflwloid was dii tlio crtumiiti-o who roi^rlcd tills address, whicii he shiuiloued. In 1810 
he voted acainsi iiirroaslr.f; tho iinvy, l>nt the wi-.r changed his views, lie lonpht si-vrnil duels. In on« 
of wh.ch 1m' shut I'l trr L. Van AUn, a native of N. Y., and »S«.l!cStur C«Miernl of <;«., drnri, and in the 
other was wounded hy Ct.-iural Clarke*. In Jan., i&.)^, iii Uie U. S. Soiuite, he oppoHed .lefK'nMin's eiuimrf(D 
hill, hot m or l(t i:t<)r:lh> (-h->t]sreU his :niiid, It was lo h\s. ctaWt thai he rof.r froiu iJie .-iuiiiua oi' a lalxirer U> 
that ntrcnprepj-nMr. — -"at In the l'. S f-'iMialH— herMim' ;; mlnWifr of stal*- — was sent out lo Trance as amluusa- 
dor— and wa« thoui^hi worthy of W.v.i' u rantlidaic fur ihr chair of Washington— if hU conr«B was manly and 
honoralile. Th.-i it v,:>>: vol a w ise oia> fur tlu> l.'niou, thf tile.s of the Aurom. edited hy the ciil<>r Dnane, and Ur. 
li.illas' :idii!isi-i(>ns :(l>iind:iiiily Aunv. The evidcnres uf corruption and roit«»nne^« in (he lianndal depttitinent. 
which " a Naiivo i)f N'iriritiiii " nJiil-.ilcd to the pii!ilic, may he found on the fdcs of the Kveninn Posl— yet we 
find William Coleman, il.c leading 1<'d;ial editor in N. Y., in his paptf of Nov. 2, 1M4. rAcliiniir.p, "I irlvehlDfi 
(Crawfurd) a decided prefert-nco. heartily, cheerftilly, and with tho (tallapprobAtlunofniy deliherate JQflgment.** 

('(ilcman ha<l l:f:(>n th<> law pirnicr oi linrr, tuii went round to [Inuiillon niid the federalists, who establlsfaad 
him ill IHOi. as the i'>r>t td'.ior of llii- \. Y. Evening Vn>[. in whicli situation he was coni-pirunua for his ahnse 
of Clinton. I'.num-t, .McNt:v«!n, and the Ignited Iri.-lj. fn IH07 he thus ppeaJis:— " Intoleralde insult! must the 
HBHeriorrt of An.ericu's rij.hn hi? coi.foundtd with ih«i nKSJissini of Wlcklow monntnlns? must the Americnn 
rev<»luiion l.e^luw on rv«ry aiiarrhi t and piiblic di^turbcop j^alludin;,' tn Kmmet, McNeven. iml their friends] 
the riL'ht to ch^iin America tur ]d^ h- me v.ini Anu'ricans for iiis kindred 1 TliCMiiCMU|it tu whow a relathioshlp 
lietween I'nited Irlshmeti and Anieilcnuj U as impudent and dctest-il.le as it is insidious. Is Kew York to b» 
Eoverned hy De AVitt Clii.ton for it- hi^l-v.w, aided hy Tin nmv Addis Fnunet and his janissaries ? Is New York 
lo l;c put into (he hiutds oi I niitil trishmvn and forkhjnehs ? If it i« to he rescued from Ihls fate It must hfe 
by the fiavds and /;// the hearts of hiinr,<i ^inur.'cavF.'' When I come lo »-t«te (;mwft>rd\i (|Uulincationn a little 
more tnlly, t;o on«>will uoiidri- tli.:i V;ii. Uuren, Coli-nian. Wrijihi, Camhrelong, Ji*vi\i, Pla(Hj[, and BiilUr 
iramplfd oa the p^iojile's dcure-^t rinhis in the iii^ii*' of securing to him tlie presi<lency. 

t Jud;.'*' CoojiT alM> >t!.ti s, lint C'rawf-rd cucld not hpenk a word of f'lench, Init stalked nbout the drawlnR- 
riioiH' 01' I'i.ris uiu.lile i.. a<k a «|m s:i{>n or |.mvi' a reptv. His paptrs wore infcmiml, i>nd Talleyniftd dbl business 
with l» n. Wiirdiii, il;.? Am. riian CoukuI, a learned Irishmam [who Ian ly died in Fnuice, a niPUilMTof the in- 
sti'.UK-,] lil the inUaki; wa^ r ctifl. d at Wasiiingtoii. Crawford was piquid wiiliout cause, and turocd Waiduu 
out of offiw: wiilioui auih. riiv,to iJip aunoynnc' and 'njury of the merchants of Philadelphia and Ntw York. On 
his (Crawford's) n turn to W'n>iiin}itr)n. Milnroe's eneinieis ahd the enemies of liberal forerf n citizen!*, flocked to tai» 
standard, as \\u- opponent ol.M.nr. e tor ih»' pr»>.id4mrv. "Thipman/'sajsUoopcr/'niay bo secretary of war, but 
hewiil .^KVKa ba tlie people's pre»ident.'' Ilewasrieht. Aimrica lias an honest and true heart, and Crawford liad 
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" SappQM [eonUnuei C4x>per J Mr. Craw ford were to say as (;ericrHl i)carlH)rn (men Haiti Ui n citizen born 
abroad, but who hu:i ettablUhrd t\vn nf the. Iar{$efitnnri ino4t 8iicce->«nil inaniMiu-tdrius in our country, * iiut, sir 
(8ay« the Gteiaml), you lire nut an Amuricun born.* ' Weli, sir (replied my t'rioinl), :inii iviiai ilicn I How cunic 
i hefe V ^ At au a^ when 1 was al)!*; to choose iny country, im inatare consiitcriUiou ami n'tlcction, I e>uiio 
here deliberately fh'm clioic<.'. I lM?cHim* n citizen \t\ttm y<mr own terms .-uMi |iro|Hisnls— :iccor<lin2to your rim- 
stituilim audlnwf, which i^ave nie oqual righli witli yoiusell*. 1 l)r(Mii!)ii wc'ilili. kiiowiod^'c, undinchisiry with 
niG. 1 have ouiliarlccil all my fortune in your country ; [ liavc dclil)-.>r.itely ri:ikrd my h:i();iinosv, Hud tliat of 
my wifb and children, up<in thn waiuodianco with yuur&eU'. I liuvc rouoiinci;d t'ormcr rttunuciions to become onn 
nl >'uu. I have uiadc wici'iticejt to coniu here J mn r<>uiu(l and Amoriciui/.i.'d l).>rt>, iiud ^u i^ niy l.imii\ . \Vi: rH- 
flected and con.-'ulujd on the siihjiTt. »nrt, rfnouuclns every other, havechn-^eM ihU as our ountry. Jlnu} camr. 
YOU here? Not by chnioc, but by L-hauce ; without vour or.n ItnowUMiiic, exertion, »)r roi,>«.-nt, y<;u Ibund 
younalt'hfiXe, bcciiUHC your jjuront.^ cho"«e t') [il:ic»; you n**ro. Your llr*i:i;);ir;!irMnT in .\niiTi«:ii was h-< a wchIc, 
helpless, 5quaHin;. pnlin^', dirty, nnkvd int'anl, riiquirinfr thea«sistanro ot'oilv rs in ku«'p yi.-u alive ; depiMident 
upon the core of others for twenty yuar« of your exUtcnce. Vou wen- liorn and itayin^ iu Amcrioi, jiecausc 
you cuuld not help it, yon havj; ri'm.-iined Imre l)ccntJin you kn^'W no Iw't:**!". without rln.icr, notion, or retiec- 
tiun. And do yol compare you r«inir, as .-m Am»»riran, to mn ?' J wiii:!il nut lik**, .-i- an Anu'rir:in. U» acknow- 
ledge the whole of thbi rea^onini;, but there is soniethinK in it. 1 w«:ulil take ihu libcity. &ir, it' 1 dared take a 
liberty with sogiBaia uiaa, of lukint; *^lr. Crawlonl, wl»»;ihrr(.oneral AIoMij;i»m(:r>% rirncnM (iaies, (ienenil 
Lal^yette, B«ron Steuiien, Baron I)e Kalh, (Jenernl Kosklu^kn, CnneRil Pulaski! ^iencrul i-lamiluin. General St. 
Clabr, General I^c, and General StewMrt wen; not t'oreivner > i VVIietlier tlio «itlicers and .soldit-ra of ilio i'cnn- 
sylvanli^ line were not foreijtners { WUctiuir oar Ananeiurs, llol)ert Morris and AI(>.uoidi>r H-imilion, were not 
forelgoefti -Hud our coimtry any nectl tn repent rrcelvin?, with opi-n arms, the<-e KL-<iiTivKs or tub old 
WORLD 1 Do^ it bocoiUB a hum. of yesterday, a uian whose mn<t distinguished act lias be-n the f:imous report 
now under Gonsideratioii, wlio is h inlly known, but by tho hiuoiry oi' his sentiments. »nd ilin imprudbnce of 
his conduct; does it become such a man, who anmses hiiusuif like an i<lioi boy in tlir W(h>d<, with pullin;; 
duNvn a wasp's nest about his eturs; docs it becouin such a man U) iiLi>;uiati/.e. indirectly, thcrn; warriors and 
hagea of the levolution 1 U there onegltain. of cowinoii sense tn .Vr. Crawford's icaufon, insult of Jiis rnUragrnes 
in 4^fiUt Mr. DalloM and JUr. HalLuin ; and of you, sir, icho appointed thry irrIL infnrmrrf ami nb/r men ? fc?imw 
me the fureisner who ever came t«> America, who has been «ir could have bunn puilty of .inch a nee«llcss, wan- 
ton, mlacMevoui, mischlef-inaklnf sarctsm upoa tho wliole American p<*ople, ihoir ancestors, tJieir constitu- 
tions, their lews aiiduafiges, sudias is implied substantially ia tliis bravura linale of Mr. Crawford's Indian 
re pert 1" 

I have experienced much kindness from the American people, and am satisfied 
that, but for the malevolence of some of their rascally politicians, iiided by lazy 
preachers,* who have less of Christianity in them than of jealousy of other more 

showed Ms hand ton eariy fore rarcetMfui game. Van Buren and Ins confederates showed very Utile sap;acity 
whentfiey followed for eight long years the tbrtitix^s of Jadi^e Crawford. 

** It is a dirty bird that befouls its own n«"sr," mvs Coojier. At 1 his time ( \Al(i) n majority of the whole people 
of the U. 8. consist of natives of Grcmt Britain and Ireland, or the descend:inti! oi kucIi. Full 9-lUtbs of the parents 
uf the Ainf?r]eaii t>{N>))ie, In 1818, wer*: natives of tlie British Joiniuious. Diii uor Crawi'oid culunmiaie mor- 
thaii half tJu Amencau jiuople (of that day), nn«l jnore ihiiu U-lO:lis (}f ih>>ir inmiidiate ancestors'? Add also the 
Gennen, Swiili»h, uimI Frcucii par.s of the (xtpulntion. Did not Fingland well-rrr-ive and eiicournco We.^t, Con- 
toy, Count RuiufoiM, Count Bm-nian, Dr. Solnnder, Mr. PInntn, M. dc Ma'iellnn and the Abbe Corea? Have 
we Ave mnnsons to tlic :«qnare milel lla* not England :.'00 1 Di we noi want home mai)ufariui«:t< i VV'herecun 
akdl Inula arlli, wieneei* and maniifactures and iiiiiirovriueiits, i. I every prufe-sion, b» found (out of Am'-nca) 
niora tbeii in England, France and G rmany ? . Do we not owe n)uc!i to our inm:i::ri*.iii)i) Ktw^. er.rr)urnirin(; men 
of skill to oome her* i Crawi'ord had advised Amcriran^ to marry Indian sivvnerij i:i {irefL-ri'iicc r > tiic dauizhirrv 
of t^cotfoiien, Gennans, Eupli.^h or rri«limeu. JI*- would h:iv»' Yauki-.- (jiris c»dlcd .Mrr. SidiUtn, M:s. (;rcn' Buf- 
falo, MrL Little Turtle, }6i*. Mad-do^;, Mrd. TecunuiL>:li, d.:c.. by way of ii:i:ri.'.<>in<i Muial happines.-^ on our 
froiitiiiit. 

^Hti BswoUry Craw£brd'« <lbL'rarcfnl iniltccihty a-s nn'iba«s.''.(i:)r nbrond, ciij^enrr! to have; rnnde him secretary 
of wv at home i for cxt-cpiin-j[ his groiits his mania'st want of t^l-n'. and ncl^uLronieni, hi.- |iom]H)Us dcpnrirueni, 
hi« eiPM^MUi vanit>, tusdt-apulic incnnurcs while ntinister, ids secret hutnotinefhciHiitetimity toyourpolf [Mr. M:u\\- 
son] ane Ur. Mtmroe, and to th(! wi^lieaot' tlie rtiputdicun parry, joined to hi^ double-faci d ropducr no ibe hito 
noinlmtion of a fixture pmsidcnt to succied yourself— /r,'/.'/£ •/Uft/Z/tV/rr/nu tia.s thi!:' man? is thi-rc o;ie pneon in 
the country in tbrioBst conversant wiLIt the ciiaraclers and conduct of Anicrir.iu puliticimi!'. who doe.< niit know 
thci every Aiiierican.in Paris, was put b) tUi.> purpcina! b]u!<li from the ijnor.'Mirc and in!«i):niilcanri; of Mr- Craw- 
ford as ambassador there ! Vou C4iuld not have kept him' there ■ and vet ibirf man corner himiP, to undermine, 
and If he dare, oppoae the repubiicao candidate, [MiuroeJ iuid u> be made .<«prretury of war ! Thomrui jJeirerMm 
would not heve done tliw.'' 

* Thongji an admirer of tho UM and dauntless JN"(»ttish ,>/onnir. Knuv, I uin not preju- 
diced agaliist uthci' sects. M'Cric gotiiiu:f2 ])raisp lor lijs liio (if thnt ominriit matt Ihan iii;* 
work merited. It is a fail that Kik'X ^n-op ji^d, in tJcutlaud, ii:oiv than XJ50 yrur^ u^o, iu his 
second Bla.st, thr iimiiitiMiatR-'^ nf priiu.'ipl".'- nut a whit behind iho ij:lorinus dct-liU'aliuri of h\<\r.- 
peudence^ in 1776, Moreover, he was, like me, many yrat-s a bani.shfd nuui, or uutUuv JViini 
nitt native Scutlaud. T'li-'i'^ 1 ^J^u yvrnpathize ^nth liim. I-A'cn KiiirJand was shut n:ra^nJ^t hi-u 
hy (iueen Elizabeth on n-Tcount of tiis fwnl lOlast. Dr. .Tohns(!ri, t!ie v vihT of th«» Amcri«'im 
Revolution, calls Knfjx"the ruriian of the ll*ifoi".iitition," but Jic never saLicti(.ni'd that union 
of church and State which made a kiui|r or queen tin? ^pi ritual hear! of Unh. *- We tinil (snys 
Dr. C, Pise] that no Cathulic jjin-omnient ever utn't-vl th* KinJt and the < 'luin-h. mnkinpr the 
King head uf Iwih C-hun-h and Slare. Xi'. Tlii."«; \va:; ih-M-if'^-i I'f the lib-iv, as it i.< sd 
termed, of the Relormafion ; for wv find that aCur limt iv.T.t. Pruv^ia, Sw-.-.u I'l, Dcnrujil^, 
lloUand, and England eslahlished llils LVJinieetiin, nnd made liie trinjvod .s»u<r«.ivn ai. th»* 
sam&tiirie tlu'i^^pintual ruler; t!ie Kij:g in the..-.' cDUi-iries, or the Uueen as it may he, li..Mriir 
the head of gDVcrnmcnt both temiioral and .««piritua]. iiomc has qjened he;- gates even tn the 
Jewd. Rome has ^ven protectiin to the anlbrtanatc captives of Judea.' When Van Cureu 
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active priesthoods, the ill-will expressed towards our brethren from Canaday 
Europe, &c., would be unknown. Well might Greeley say, in his whig ahnanae 
for 1845, ^^ Native Americanism struck us a hard blow. * * * Mr. PoIk| on 
this single question gained more than enough votes in the state of N. Y. to elect 
him." Nativeism killed off John Adams's administration, and assisted in undei^ 
mining that bold, intelligent, and powerful party, the federalists ; it tamed the 
scale against Crawford in 1816 and* 1824; a professed hatred of it, which, it b 
evident he did not feel, as I have shown in another place, secured to Polk aa 
honor of which 1 think he has proved himself, thus far, not the roost worthy. 

^vas President, the Roman Catholic paper of N. Y.. The TVvik Teller, by William Deunail, 
thus censured his intolerance. " Wnat do we find during the Presidential contest 1 It mM 
deemed by some person in one of the Westem States, important to inquire whether Mr. Vaa 
Buren was a Catholic or not, and to this inquiry a reply was giv«n thiU ke was in the haM 
ofvi^Uinc several churches, but that he HAD NEVER YET ENTERED A CATHOLIC 
CHAPl^. There was something in the reply well calculated to deeply wound the jMe and 
feelings of those who had been educated in that faith. It seemed as if the Catholic Church Had 
iH'en avoided as a pestilence and a lazar house. The whole of the administration jnresses pub- 



lished the correspondence with exultation. Not only has the administration avoided takinc op 
the defence of their persecuted friends, but has actually added insult to injury. It placed nlr. 
Baiicroll, the open toe and reviler of Catholics, in office, as if to try how nur their endurance 



Avould submit. After Gov. Marcy had committed a fatal error, in surrendering the Bamberg 
and had made himself obnoxious to adopted citizens — ^what did the leaders of the party 1 Did 
ihcy place another democrat in nomination for his place 1 No. He was put forth and was to 
liave been crammed down the throats of the rebellious Irish. Their wishes or dislikes were 
not to be considercd." 

Judge Irving (brother of Washington Irving) in his oration before the Tammany Sodcty, 
INlay 12, 1810, olfercd the following philosophical remarks against intolerance. 

" No error has been more productive of human misery, than that which in most countries liw 
placed its religious, under the control of its civil institutions. There is no such thing as bend- 
ing conscience — its texture is not malleable— it cannot be cooled and warmed at jdeasore to dtf* 
fei-cnt degrees of temperature. The most valuaUe members of a community are those wbo afe 
in heart zealously aUached, and scrupulously obedient, to their religious tenets. Am€Hi||; tfaooe 
tare we to look lor patient industry, strict fri^fality, correctness of morals, and regularity oifUt, 
Here arc we to search for that honesty IngraAed on religion, which teaches the fuUiunent of 
individual contracts, the preservation of order, the reverence of law, and the sacred idlegiioioe 
due to our country. The nation that war$i against any moral sect, whatever may be m 

CAST, wars against ITS OWN PROSPERITY, AND SAPS THE FOUNDATIONS OP ITS STRENGTH.** 

*■ Rutiis King, though a federalist, and no friend to French politics or the Iriih revidt, la 1706, was sonmtai 
by Vhh Buren nf'tener than once for the highest offices, becanse of his dislike to foieteiien. Van BoiMu ImL 
and Vunng were Kine's leading 8uniK>rteni for the otBce of Senator to the U. S. la 18SB, aad he wan ro-iisMi 
almost unaniniDUiily, ClarkKon Croiius, of N. Y., Cornelius Heney, of Brooklyn, and — Uvater, iiimnilsiL 
although the sauie party the year before had chosen to Jet the state lo wItboBt a AiU represeBtatkw lalMf 
than appoint him. Mr. King was the federal senator for the state in 1789. In 1813, he was elected U. 1. 
)^nat(>r, 68 tu Gl voted for Gen. J. W. Wilkin, republican. This was Van Bni«i*s aec, frr his party had the um» 
jority in senate, in 1810, Rufus King was the iederal candidate for President. Be supported the war eflbeta* 
ally lowiirds its close, and was a steady opponent of the «xteiisioii of slavery in MIsmnuI. Van Boien, nimm 
canvassing for King in 1819, thtu wrote to a flriend : 

*' I should sorely regret to find any flagcing on the saUect of Mr. King. We ane ooamitted to his suiiport. 
It is both wise and honest, and we must have no tluttenng in our course. Mr. King's Tlews towards «• wa 
honorable and correct. The Missouri question conceals, so fkr as he is coneemed, no ploC, and we shaU glvs 
it a true direction. You know what the feelings and views of our friends wm when I saw yoa ; and yvm 
know what we then concluded to do. My ' Considerations,* 46C., and the aspect of the Albany Argus, will 
show you that we have entered on the work in earnest. We cannot, thei!efun, look tack. Let us not, th i 
fi»re, hHve any hHltin*;. I will put my head on its propriety.'* 

In 1824. Knfus King took a truly republican stand in the Senate, aninst Crawford and the eentral caucus M 
— Vna Buren aud his confederates were offended, and on the 7th of Jan., 1835, Mr. King declined a re-elecHon, 
fur he knew he could not be returned. His sons went with Adams's adnilalstratioD, and soon experieneed flsp 



m<i!(t bitter enmity fVoni the Argus. 

I have ttpuken of " Aristidett," a pamphlet by W. P. Van Ness, Van Bnrea's law-teacher, who opposed Cite- 
tun, and abhorred foreigners. " Vntess they [the immignnls to America ftom abroad, says Van Nessj ers held kk 



proper suborditiation by the feneral detestation of Americana, or eonfroUed by law, the ftipU ^thii eomUry nmH 
prepare to surrender their rtghtA, aud enger their opinions to be refulated, iwt ky tketr own good «eNM, Hi* f""" 
fete desperate and licentious foreigners.''* He wanted the alien and sedition laws back ngaia, and. like Van ] 




nleieruin? The introduction of foreign disoiganiaers; they whi 

President, between liberty and licentkmsaess ; who are ftnallar with Iha gnUlattM, and iasnnectlmisat Koaw 

aud who know of no other fear but that which the gallows Insplisa.** 
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It is a curious coincidence, that while Crawford was thus undervaluing and 
despising foreign mechanics, the English courts of law were busily employed, 
punishing them by fine and imprisonment for endeavoring to emigrate to the U. S. 
Albert Gallatin, always the advocate of a National Bank, was placed on the 
ticket with Crawford, as the candidate for Vice President, but his foreign birth 
seemed to have marred his fortune, insomuch that he had to leave the course 
before the race was over.* 

In March, 1816, at the close of that war, in which foreign born citizens — 
from Lawrence, who closed his eyes in death, exclaiming " Dont give up the 
ship !" to the gallant Capt. Blakely of the Wasp — and the sons of foreigners, 
from Commodore Charles Stewart to Commodore McDonough — distinguished 
themselves among the bravest of the brave, and the truest of the true of Ame- 
rica's sons, William H. Crawford, being at that time Secretary at War, to which 
station he was called, after his European tour as Ambassador to Napoleon, gave 
vent to his hatred of the men of Europe in the following report to President 
]Mad]son on Indian affairs. From that day forward, Noah, Van Buren, Wright, 
Butler, Caiubreleng, Barker, and the Native faction became his friends, and 
only deserted him when hope was lost. 

" To James Madison, PresideiU of the United Slates ; * * » 
If the system already devised has not produced all the efiects which were 
expected from it, new experiments ought to be made ^ when every effort to 
introduce among them, [the Indian savages,] ideas of exclusive [iroperty in 
things real as well as personal shall fail, let intermarriages between them and 
the whites be encouraged by the Government. This cannot fail to preserve 
the race, with the modifications necessary to the enjoyment of civil liberty and 
social happiness. It is believed, that the principles of humanity in this instance, 
arc in harmonious concert with the true interests of the nation. It will redound 
inure to the national honor to incorporate, by a humane and benevolent policy^ 
the natives of our forests in the great American family of freedom, THAN TO 
RECEIVE, WITH OPEN ARMS, THE FUGITIVES OF THE OLD 
WORLD, WHETHER THEIR FLIGHT HAS BEEN THE EFFECT OF 
THEIR CRIMES OR THEIR VIRTUES. I have the honor to be, &c., 

\VILL1AM H. CRAWFORD." 

We have shown the impartial reader, on the clearest evidence, that Van 
Buren, Cambreleng, Noah, Butler, Croswell, Wright and their confederates, 
trampled on the constitution, and violated the right of instruction, to place in 
Monroe's seat, iu 1824, a man of a narrow, contracted mind, because he was ^ 
prejudiced against the equal rights of our citizens of foreign birth, and the ^ 

* Blair, of the Washinftton Globe, cnpie<l tho following ceiuiiirc of Daniel Webster, when he was Secretary of 
StMip. from Br) ant'K Evcninie P(Rit : f How iihtit\i they ItMjk after a* Enslish, Irish, Dutch and t?cotch !J 

" 'i'lM npitointiuent of a uian nauied Reynolds, au alien, by Mr. Webster, to a place in the deimrtment of state 
ha» tuttooiiihed thoite who knew hiiu in Ims cily. * * * The indeccncv of this appointment of en alien, to a 
puktiD the ilepwrtnieul which has the ehaifre of our foreign relations, will surprise those who have not like us, 
ce«v5e<I to be surprised at anything done by Mr. Webster." 

What ciHild be ukm« edifying than to see these pretended friends of the stranger, almost in hysterics because 
one foraigner bad obtfdned a petty clerkship to copy pa^iers ? Lan^tree and O'SuIlivan were pHrmers in trade 
at WAshin^ton. They supplied -CoDgress with a vast nuiount of stationery, charging doable what they theni- 
selvw paid for many articlas.and realisbq enormous gains. lean prove it. They were, moreover, prninietors 
ot th» I)»m»eniic fitvmh which AJuirew Japkson, Al. Van Buren, the Globe, and the Albany Argus, had 
ptiUicly KocofluneBde^, as an organ aad exponent of the principles of the party. AU parties knew that Lang* 
tree was then an alien. When the Review fkiled in Washington, and Langtree had retired fWnn it, he came 
to New York and was naturalized at the marine court shortly before his death, when he had completed his 
probation of five years. Langttee had excellent qualities of head and heart; but why praise him and abase 
the other alien 1 
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champion of the U. S. Bank. While Rufus King, in the Convention of 1821, 
was voting for universal suffrage, without regard to property, such was Van 
Buren's hatred of the Irish, and old country people generally, that he thwarted 
King and Young — went for restriction, and declared ^^ that the oharacter of the 
increased number of votes (in N. Y. city) would be such as wouid render tht; 
elections rather a curse than a blessing ; which would drive from the polls all 
sober-minded people." Clinton was kind to the Irish, and unwearied in his 
efforts to educate all classes. What has Van Bnren done for education 1 
Louis M'Lane, now U. S. minister at London, told a friend one day, that during 
all the time he sat with Van Buren in Jackson's cabinet, he never knew him to 
propose or take much interest in any great measure for the public good, but 
where anything was to be done by intrigue or party management, he (V. B.) 
was always the most active.* On referring to Van Buren's letter to Hoyt, 
Albany, January, 4, 1829, it will be seen that he would have avoided the 
appointment of Judge S wanton, one of the United Irishmen of '98, but as the 
city liked the Judge " he did not see how he could avoid the appointment. "'(' 



CHAPTER XVIII. 



Two Pictures of a Politician, — Van Bureuj Flagg^ Butler and Marc^j fiiendfy 
to the U. S. Bank. — They prove Us Charter Constitutional. — Cravafard amd 
Gallatin^s Crowning Merit, — Monroe^ Crawford^ Madison^ and Marshall on 
the Bank. — The Albany Argus, ^ Thomas RUchie and M. M, Noah on Jack" 
son, — Van Buren on a National Bank. — Tlie Albany Fetiiion to Biddk for 
a Bankf and Who Signed it. 

In the New York American, of April, 1840, conducted by Charles King, the 
son of that same Rufus Kii)g, whom Van Buren had aided in 1813 and sup- 

* Van Buren whs appointed, by the legislature, a Senator nftlie United States for N. Y., in February, 1831, and 
took his seat in the U. & Bouat«', beniile Rufus King, his colleasue, at the opeiihir of the 17ih ronfreaa, oa Um 
3d of December that year. He remained in the Senate till elected governor or N. Y. in 1*28— and afterwards pw- 
8ide<l four yeom in it, from Marcli, 1833, untH Marcli, 1K)7, ns Vice ProMdoit of the Republic In IPSI, beiiiK 
thru <3d years old, a resident in Albany, and a Senator eJf-ct at Washington, he was chosen by Otrego county a 
dei'ffate to the State Convention to amend the Constitution. 

tn the U. 8. St^nate, he eupprwted R. M. Johnson's veiy poplar and humane proposiiioiu to abolish impifiaiir, 
niciit for delit, and gained i^ublic approbation by m> doing'-Noah and otlier editors copying hiH speeches, on tMs^ 
and the electoral law, more es|M;cially the tatter, by request through Jesse lioyt. or some other follower. He 
was f«>r mine time cbnirman of the judiciary committee bnt his propofdtions for improvimear, like the appolM* 
nient of Taney and others, did liule good. He t^eema to have been for keeping the members of the SuprenM 
Court on the Circuits, while in this state he and his party separated the appellate jurisdici ion altogether from the 
circuit and Jury busincsH. He very justly ternud the power of impeachment, at Washington, *' the seare-crow 
of ihe constitulion.-' In 1826. Van Bnren opposed Adams's administration when it proposed tosendcoromi«rtiw> 
ert< or ogtnts to the congress at Panama. His arguments, and those of President Polk are not much in acconlaiice 
with the views of the lauer as to non-interference in our day. Clinton was a jpeat friend to internal improre- 
uiciits, by the genfral government — Clay. Adams, <;nIhoun, Van Buren, McDuffie, and other men of the demd- 
cratie pnrtv, had been so —but on the IMh of I>ecenibcr, 1H35, Van Buren offiaxd resulutioiis, deelaring **tlMC 
Congress does not possess the power to make roads and canals within the respective states." He bad just made 
liic (lisrovery, it seems, though Ills new light did not extend to forbid congress from voting Any number of tlmo- 
Faiids of dollars to make a harbor at Oswego, where he has a valnable property that ram.e twy to Idm. If Van 
Buren was i^ure that the United States could not lawfully make the roado, how is it tliat t find him voting \n the 
8< natc to exact tolli on the Cumberland road ? Strange, inde< d, that it is unlawful to niake the road Itself, and 
yet lawful to establit;!! toll bars on it, and exact perpetual taxation, after yo(i have made it in delianee of all law ! 
Prtvident Monroe kept him right in practfcre. for he vetr.ed his turnpike toll net. 

1 1 might till a volume with evidence of the heartfelt hosiillty to men of fbreign birth, which Van Buren and bis 
ronfederates have tried to conceal since the advent of Jackson and demise of Clinton. Tbe fMlowtoig rzttnet 
from Van Buren's letter to Gansevoort Melville, of 12th Match, 1844, sounds oddly, when rend with some other 
patMigcs in this work : 

'' Driven from ill-i^ted Ireland and its oppressions, the family of Oen. Jackson sought refuge in this now haMty 
country, where, aHcr a brief season they were unhappily again subjected to tlie same evils from wMch tbey hnil 
iu vahi hoped to escape. It was soon at^er their arrival and Kome years before the commencement of the war 
>vhich grew out of the oppressive condurt of the mother country, that tbe Aiinro hero and smtesman was bom. 
A witnoHS of the stirring scenes of that sanguinary contest, ahd to some foctent a participator In Its Mraggles, heat 
that early a?e, like Itis illnstrious co-worker in tbe great cause of human ri(ln% * swore eternal cmnUy to ermf 
AJ/ui of tynnny over the mind of man.* '* ", 

^ mot ibiM tba very eai/tBcc of hypocrisy I . . 
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ported in 1819, as U. S. Senator for New York, and who, like Splonion South- 
wick, had had excellent means of ascertaining Van Buren's true characierV the 
foHowing article. The Albany Arfjns copied it on the 7th of that month/ atMi 
replied by a torrent of abuse against King, for which Croswell was prosecuted. 
1 laid aside tliat number of the Argus, and resolved to judge of the charges it 
contained, by reference to facts only. 

[Frum the N. Y. Ainericnn— co])Ie<I int«> the Albany Aikiu, April 7th, ISlOw) 

*' Mr. Van Buren is a parly pjlitician uK'roly. lie lias never b^en anything else ; and to 
Jiim, personal succesw, anil th(; success (»f his party, are the lirnt consideration alwayn; If 
•heae nappen to coincide w^ith the public welfare, the two will be prumuted together: if, on the 
other hand, they should condict. as too much they have done, tlie public wdikre would moat 
aararedly be postponed or disreganlcd. Such has been Mr. Van Buren's past career, and there 
is iio(hi4g in his cUaraclcr or political morality, to authorize an expectation that the fliture 
will be actuated by any hij^her motives. 

" We infer thefefbre. and wc ask the attention of the public to this position, that thequeaCfon 
of peace or war with Great Briuiin may, at this mcjmenr. mainly turn upon the calculations 
which Mr. Van Buren and his Ixiends may make, as to ihc chancos of his re-election with or 
without the aid of a war. 

" WE ARE AWARE TFl AT TTKS? RYPOTTIKSiS IMPUTESTO MR. VAN BUREN 
ATOTAL A13SENCE Ol' AloiiAL PRINCIPLE, and preaents him in Uie light of a man 
HO intently bent upon his own su' •i.'ss, an to play t'oi it th«' desperate liazanl of war, with all 
its losses, sarferings, and crinr' ; buU we repeat, tlie past historv of this gentleman justifies tho 
hypothesis. HE HAS SO CHLM'.ROTTS AMBITION— NO NOBLE, DISINTERESTED, 
8E&-SACR1F1CING PATRIOTfSM— NO ENTHUSIASM FOR TRUTH AND 
RIGHT AS SUBSTANTlVi: VIRTUES. HE IS A POLITICAL CALCULATOR 
AND SCHEMER, AND NOTHING MORE. 

'* It is, therefore, not unjust to him, as we view his character, to insist, tliat if war with Great 
Britain shall hold out a probability of sustaining the present administration in power, vna 
may be provoked." 

Southwick's opinion of Van Buren, after many years of personal and political 
inUmacy, [p.263,] is essentially the same ; and Mr. Bryant, in 1841, placed 
the following' description of an ex-president under th« editorial head of the 
New York Evening Post, as a communication : * 

•* Mr. Van Buren 1 IAS LITTLE MORAL FAITH OF ANY KIND ; barely enough to 
need ^o artificial exciiaLitm of i;(xiv or mind. This slcAciency drives him into an artincial >/ 
code of poliiical practic, in which he refers all sK'ial afiions lo individual interests, and all ^ 
political actions to combinations of rhosr* ijif.'rosts. HE RELIEVES FIRMLY IN THE 
force of management, or the. i.'OOL, <Hj.\SinKi^VTE, ARTFUL APPLICATION OF 
GENERAL PROPOSlTK»NS 'VO THE EXISTING TEMPIiR AND OPINIONS OP 
THE MASSES, as far us those can l)e asocitaiueJ, andAVITlTOUT ANY LEADPS'Q * 
REFERENCE TO THEIR PROPRIETY <.r (hirnhilitv. His j^cncralization of social phe- 
nomena nt'ver reaches so far as lo A MORAL POWER, OR NECESSARY TRUTH in 
public opinion ; but he simply d?als with the colkciive opinions of men, as manifested by the 
representatives, or otherwise on^piciioiis individuals fimn, or anioii;^ tlnj people, by meaiis of 
certain easy rules .inalo^ifiMis tu adJ.iti'.in, suiOoClion, miiltinlication and division in arithmetic. 
lie b-=loii-s wholly to the i>rrs!",ii Wm-, A \n MAY Bf-: SAID TO REPRESENT TRADING 
OR BUSINESS l»OLIT!rS. H:-: TS the VERY IMPERSONATION OF PARTY IN 
ITS STRICTEST FEATURES OF Ft^RMAL DISCIPLINE AND EXCLUSIVE COM- 
BINATION. He is ceremonious, pjliic, reserved in manner, very small, and extremely neat 
in pei-son." 

The history of Van Buren's connection with the United States Bank, and 
other institutions dealing in money, will, 1 think, satisfy every candid, inquiring 
mind, that he is the artful, unprincipled, political calculator, above described — 
the captain or chief of a band of hypocritical knaves, who assume the garb of 
democracy, and the name of patriots, the better and more effectually to deceiv«y 
impoverish, and injure the public. 

If the reader will turn to page 190. he will find by Van Buren's letter, of C 
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JuittMy 31, 1823, that the Albany Argus, which had been in the hands nihrn' 
brother-in-law, C»atine, was considered by him as the stronghold of his parfy^ 
and that he had in it a pecuniary as well as a political interest. ^^ Without a 

PAPER THUS BOITED IN ALBANY, WE MAY HANG OUR HARPS ON THE WILLOWS. 

With it, the party can survive a thousand such convulsions," says Van 
Buren to his confederate, Jesse Hoyt ;^ whom he instructed at the same time, 
with reference to the qualifications of the new editor to be sought afler. Leake, 
Gantine's partner, was, as Hammond tells us, ^' in feeble health, and of an ex- 
tremeljc nervous temperament ; so much so as quite unfitted him for the politi- 
cal arena of Albany ;" — but B. F. Butler, Jesse Hoyt, John Duer, and others, 
persuaded Edwin Croswell, an editor at Catskill, to allow hknself to be nomi- 
nated in the legislature as state printer; and a law passed the senate and 
assembly, March 31,1823, appointing Croswell and Leake to that lucratiTe 
office, which Croswell has held from that day to this, with the exception of a 
few brief months of the term when the whigs were in the majority ; and this 
is a proof that Van Buren's war-cry of rotation in office, is, like his other 
political machinery, false and hypocritical, in mockery and derision of the un- 
derstanding of his countrymen. 

Hammond truly describes Croswell as ''cool, cautious, and calculatii^." 
Peruse his instructions to Noah, sent through Hoyt, No. 129, page 195, how 
to help forward Crawford, the native candidate, the minority congressional 
cwicus candidate, the United States Bank candidate of 1824. What could be 
more artful and deceptive 1 B. F. Butler's epistle, perhaps ; written two daji 
before Croswell's, to the same person, and for the same purpose. [No. 51, p. 
168.] 

We have seen that Butler and his partner, Van Buren, with Campbell, Cros- 
well, Wright, Hoyt, Noah, Livin^ton, Barker, Lot Clark, Flagg, Marcy, Skin- 
ner, Knower, Eaton, Van Ness, Ritchie, Forsyth, Barbour, Holmes of Maipe, 
and Cambreleng, were, in 1824, in the front rank of the supporters of W. H. 
Crawford for President, in opftosition to Jackson. In the fall of that year, just 
before the general election, a series of sketches, laudatory of Crawford, and 
advocating his superior claims to the presidency, over Clay, because, in 1811, 
and at all other times, he had defended the principle of a national bank, on the 
ground that it was both useful and constitutional, appeared in the Albany Argus, 

It matters little who wrote the sketches, signed Americanus, and probably 
penned by B. F. Butler, who helped Croswell in the editorial way, in these times, 
as Flagg and Dix have done in more recent contests ; their impOTtance arises 
from the &ots, that they appeared in the paper of Van Buren, his mouth-piece 
and property, and were deliberately endorsed by his editor, as being the senti- 
ments of Van Buren democracy in 1824. Here is the endorsenlent by the 
Arg^ ; and the editors of the National Intelligencer (always for the bank) 
copied it, Oct. 26 ; gave it their '' full concurrence,'' and in those days announ- 
ced, that Martin Van Buren was a ^^ veteran republican." 

[From the Albany Argus, October, 1824.] 
" We ask the attention of Republicans to the sixth number ©f the Sketches, not because 



* *' Cm of tbe cudinal featnret of a Democracy is rotation in qfieci and where a man Kke the Editor of Um 
Amis, htm for eighteen years, we believe, gleaned the enormous direct income of that appointment, without 
rrlereaee to the hidireet advantages of bis political ponition, he most be the beau ideal of meanness and avariee^ 
ia attmptlnf to show that he te proscribed in his removal. If he has not fed long enough at the public c^ibb 
then tbe doctrine of rotation in office is mere deception. Besides, the office was originally obtained for him by 
meannflas and trickery. I was nominated by a Democratic l^iegislature aa State Printer, but Van Buren aypM- 
hendinc that I would not aniawer his objects and intentions, set Jesse Hoyt and other Uxds at wwk and defeated 
me, mad brought up Croswell, then editing a paper at Catskill, and he was elected whh bo other claims chatf 
JMBB m ht n vfmuf to the views of hia leader. Croswell's name was afterwards incorporated in the B«vised Laws 
agMimmPifntgr, intaid\ng to confer the office on him for life/'— .Ml M. JVmA— JV. T. Bprning SUUTf 163t. 
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It is the last, but becaiiAe it has intrinsic worth, and, in flie present posture of onrpoUtical 
a.fl^irs, a peculiar interest In parting; with the author, and with his productions, we can only 
assure him, that IF UNDENIABLE AND COGENT TRUTHS, conveyed in the languafs 
<if reason and candor, ably and clearly as it has been in this instance, CAN CONFIRM 
HONEST OPINIONS, or remove honest prejudices, ike uOisfaaUm of hamng done much in 
ikU way is his'* 

I will DOW give the reader a speeimen of the ^^ wideniable and cogent truths " 
of Americanus in the Alhamy Argus of Oct., 1824, which Messrs. Gales and 
Seaton copied on the 11th of that month ; and which are calculated, as Mr. 
Van Buren's cautious, cool, and calculati^ mouth-]uece tells us, to ^' confirm 
HONEST opinions, or remove HONEST prejudices :" 

[I'^rom the Albany Argiu, copied into the National Intelligencer, Oct 11, 1824.] 
** It is nndoubtedly true that a majority of the republican party in the Union were [in 1811], 
4br various reasons, opposed to a renewal of the [ynited States Bank] Charter; and it is alao 
probable that the opinions of those who voted in its favor were at variance with the sentiments 
■of a majority of the natioe. Furthermore, the opposition to the bank was, in a great degree, 
political, and many firm members of the democratic party deprecated its renewal, either on 
mare party grounds, or because they viewed it as a measure fraught with pernicious conse- 
quences. All this I clieerfully admit, and surely it is aU that the most stubborn impartiality 
demands. On the other hand, it is not true that the opposition to the bank bill was 

IXCLUaiVELY POLITK^L, OR THAT ITS SUPPORT INVOLVED ANY SERELICTION OF REPUBLICAN PRIN- 
CIPLES, OR ANY ABANDONMENT OP THE ADMINISTRATION. On thc coutrary, the subjcct was con- 
nected with many grave questions of constitutional law and political economy, >AND, SO FAft 
AS THE WISBcES OF MR. MADISON WERE CONCERNED, THEY WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE BEEN BEST ANSWERED BY THE INCORPORATION OF A 
KEW BANK* on a judicious basis. And if any fVirther evidence is required of the views of 

* In FAraary, 1791, Mr. Jeflerson delivered an elaborate opinion allowing that an incoiporated Bank of the U. 
8. was unconstitutional. 

Mr. BlooToe, in a letter to Silas E. Burrows, dated Jan. 90, 1831, states, that he had found, during the last war, 
that ^ until the union is threatened with ruin, no loans can be obtained in emeix^ncies, without a National 
Beak, otherwise than at a great sacriice. These considerations (said he) led to a change in my opinion, and 
Induced me to concur with cfae President in the propriety of instituting such a bank, after the conclusion of 
the war in 1815. As to the constitutional objection, it formed no serious obstacle. In voting against it in tha 
first instance, I was governed essentially by policy. The construction I gav« to the constitution 1 considered a 
attiot osie. In the latter instance it was more liberal, but, according to my judgment, justified by its powers." 

In December, 1831, Wm. U. Crawford, Cambreleng, Wright and van Buren's (hvorlte in 1824, wrote to Chas. 
J. Iflfenol, in these words :-^'* The opinion which I formed of the Bank of the United States when I was a 
niCTiber of the Senate, was the result of a careful examination of the Constitution of the United States, made 
•Without any preoonceived opinions. That ojdnlon is recorded in two speeches which I made in the Senate in 
1811. Since that time I have had no occasion of reviewinz the (jaestion. My opinion remains unaltered, I 
was Secretary of the Treasury more than eight years, and during that time I had ample evidence of the great 



utility of a Bank of the United States, in managfng the fiscal ooncems of the Union. 1 am persuaded that no 
man, whatever his pre-conceived opinion may be, can presids over the treasury a year, without being deej^ 
Irawessed with the expediency of the United States Bank in conducting the finances of the Union.*' 

Mr. Allen, of Ohio, in the H . of R. , Washington, June, 1840, in a discussion on the sabtreasury, said : ** Whsn 
I recollect that thirty-two of the thirty-nine framers of the Constitutk»n, at one time or another, officially sa»- 
tained a National Bank, and that almost one-half of the thtarty-nine were in the Congress of '01 that chartered 
the fiorst Bank ; when 1 recollect that Washington, and Jefltoson, and Madison, and Monroe ; and last, and least 
on constitutional points, Andrew Jackson himself, have supported such an institution, and that the Supreme 
Court, with John Marshall at its head, affirmed its constitutionality ; and, too, what may have more influence 
than all wiOisome gentlemen about me, when I recollect that the charter of the late Bank was passed as a 
DenKx^ratic, war-party measure, against the vote^of the Federal party, and that its passage was esteemed a 
party triumph, I could not doubt,, if so disposed, that we have rightfully the power to make a third bank.** 

In 1831, in a letter to Chas. J. Ihgersol, of Pa., President Madison thus Mates his reasons for signing the U. S. 
Bank charter, in 1816: 

' llie act, originally establishing the Bsnk, had undergone ample diaeusstons in its passaffe through the sev<- 
eral branches of the Government. It had been carried into execution throughout a period of twenty yean, with 
annual legislative recc^nitions ; in one instance, indeed, with a positive ramification of it into a new State, and 
with the entirs acquiescence of ail the local authorities, as well as the natton at large : to ail of which may be 
added a decreasing prospect of any change in the public opinion advene to the constitutionality of such an in- 
stitation. A veto from the Executive, under these circumstances, with an admission of the expediency and 
BhiMBt neeesstty of the measure, would have been a defiance of all the obligations derived firom a course of 
pneedeoti amounting to the requisite evidence of the national Jndnnent and intention.** 

Is isit, the qnestioii of the coiuititutktnsUty of the Bank of the United States came up for a4iiidication ia 
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f 

Jut administration, it will be found in tha fact that the Secretaiy of the Treasurer [Albert Galla- 
dn], when applied to by the committee of the Senate ibr his opinion, expressly stated, th^ he 
deemed a renewal of the baiUc as essentialiy necessary to the operations ofgovemmenl, 

^ The opposition to the renewal of the bank grew out'of various considerations. Many were 
opposed to the bill [of 18U], because ikeywere €f opinion thai Qmgress did not possess tke consti- 
tuHonal power to pass it ; others, because they thought it, for political or other reasons, inexpe- 
dient and dangerous ; and others, again, on both grounds. Many republicans supported it [I.] 
because they deemed such an imMiPuUon essential to the interests of the uwnJbry^ and the convenience 
efthe governmeTU ; and [2.] beccMSe they had no doubts as to ike constitutiojuUity of the measure, 
Mr. Crawford was one ofthe number, perhaps the most prominent of the class. EXPERIENCE 
HAS PROVED THE CORRECTNESS OP THE FIRST POSITION; AND THE 
PEOPLE, through their representatives, HAVE RESPONDED IN FAVOR OP THE 
OTHER. 

" In addition to these general views, there were others of a special character, which hM a 
bearing on the question. In vaiious parts of the Union, public sentiment was decidedly in 
Ibvor of the renewal of the charter ; this was especially the case in the smaller States, whose 
interests were supposed, by the advocates of the bank, to be somewhat concerned in the ques- 
tion. Hence, both the republican Senators from Georgia, and many of the republican repre- 
sentatives from other small States, in both Houses, voted for the bill. And it has never been 
doubted that the vote of Mr. Crawford was in strict accordance with the opinions ajid wishes 
of his constituents. 

" Jt is uoell known that the experience of the couaUry^ during the late logr wUh Great BritatTi, 
virovght a cJuinge in the feelings of the nMiion^ on several important questions of public policy. 
THE EXPEDIENCY OF A NATIONAL BANK IS AMONG THE NUMBER; and, 
whatever opinions may have prevailed in 1811, it will not derogate at this time &om the 
character of Mr. Crawford as a statesman, to have FORESEEN THE NECESSITY OP 
PRESERVING THAT ORGAN OF THE GOVERNMENT, AND TO HAVE ANTI- 
CIPATED, IN THIS RESPECT, THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATION." 

To this defence of Crawford and the Bank, there is a note added, to say that 
*' Mr. Adams was not a member of congress at the determination of this ques- 
tion [1811]. Had he been there is the highest reason to believe that he would 
have voted for the rencNval of the [U. S. Bank] charter." 

As the Albany Argus for 1824 is not in the state library, it is probable that- 
in all the discussions of the bank question since 1828, the above strong declara- 
tion of Van Buren for the U. S. Bank, has not before been quoted. The Argus 
affirms, that '' experience has proved " that a national bank is " essential to the 
interests of the country and the convenience of the government ;" that the 
people have responded that the bank is constitutional — that the experience of 
the nation during the late war, (through bank suspensions and bank losses,) had 
changed the national feeling in favor of the expediency of a national bank— and 
Chat Urawford^s wisdom had enabled him to foresee, what Clay had not then 
wren, " the necessity of preserving that organ of the government," in which he 

tii0 Supmne Court of the United States, la the case of McCnlloch vs. the State of Maryland. The cause waif 
•laborately argued, and in the Supreme Court ofthe U. S. Chief Jtutlce Marshall delivered the Judgment of 
the enurt, as follows. [4 Wheaum, 316.] 

" After the most innture (leni)eration, it is the unanimous and decided opinion of this court that the act tn 
incorporate a Bank of the United States is a Law made in punOBBce ofthe provisions ofthe Constitution, and 
ie a part ofthe supreme Law of the Land.*' 

It is said by some that the judge or lepslator, being sworn to support the constitution, must support it, ac- 
eording to the meaning he may suppose it to have, without regard tn other men's opinions or the decisions of 
coorttf. *" Has the wisest and most conscientious judce (says Mr. Madison) ever scrupled to acquiesce in decl' 
slons in which he has been overruled bv the matured opinions of the majority of liis colieagnes ; and snbse- 
qnenily to cuntbrm himself thereto, m!I to authoritative expositions of the law V* Mr. Taney set up hit opinion 
agulnac the Jaw of Congress, snccessi\'e presidents, and the unanimous decisioa of t^ fUpreme W9ft, of Ult 
lau'/Mf Btatea, Far so doing bo wis unfkW tho cfatef Justice of that court ! 
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had ^'anticipated the judgment of the nation." The Argus not only endorsed 
Crawford in the fall of 1824, but also the U. S. Bank charter of 1816, and the old 
U. S. Bank and its renewal in 1811 — and Albert Gallatin was glorified for having, 
on the 30th of January that year, responded to W. H. Crawford ^s note of the 2b)th, 
that he desired to see the bank renewed — that the banking system was iirmly fixed 
— ^that he had found banks necessary to the collection and safe-ke(;[)ing of the re- 
venue — that it was self-evident that the public moneys were safiT when deposited 
weekly in the banks, than when allowed (subtrcasury fashion) to accumulate in 
the hands of eoUectors (as Hoyt and Swartwout have since demonstrated) — that 
state (deposit or pet) banks would have to be used, if the U. S. Bank was put 
down, out would be less safe and convenient — that the government could control 
the U. S. Bank, but not the state banks — and that a system which had been tried, 
proved, and found to work well and safely for the public, sliould not be des- 
troyed, and an experiment evidently less advantageous, substituted— that as the 
stock of the bank was partly owned by foreigners, provisions might be made Id 
the new charter, giving that portion of the capital to new stockholders, and 
such other modifications as Congress might desire to make — that he believed 
the bank and its branches to be constitutional — and that as the merchants owed 
the bank fourteen millions, and ten or twelve more on bonds for duties to the 
United States, as trade had been unfavorable, and many losses met with abroad, 
as seven millions would be payable to foreign stockholders, if the bank stopped 
(whose cash would not lie idle whether it were peace or war), and as the bank 
had thirteen millions of its paper afloat, which would not be succeeded by a 
better currency in the notes of the state banks, he [Gallatin] thought the U. S, 
Bank by far the best of the only alternatives he knew or had heard of. 

An this Van Buren and his confederates believed in, in 1824 ; and Crawford 
for President, Gallatin for Vice President, and a national bank and branches, 
and down with Jackson ! was the party cry. How changed in 182S-9 ! and 
without even a shadow of reason ! !* 

* Van Bnren*8 official biographer, Holland, tells tis that on the 20th of Feb., 1811, the Vice President of th« 
U. S., General Geon!e Clinton, s iled the fate of the old U. S. Bank by Kivin? his casting vote airainst Craw- 
ford*! bill to renew Its charter— : -d th'U this vote " v«ra A w:irmly defended and iu stifled by Mr. Van Bartn*** 
(pu 85). '* Mr. Van Durrn ardently and vijroroasly enstained thi<i bold act of patrloUsui." 

It U very probable thai Van Baren wan opposed to the U. S. Bunk in 1811, tot he was ai thnt time a respect- 
fn! and aspiring follo^vcr or supporter of the Clinton fxmi'.y. lie w;i» just a^ strong snd vlgnrous on behalf of 
the U. S. Bank !■ 1810, wlien Madison n\ftneA the 3d clmrtf>r>-aiid in 1894, when Crawford wns his favortls 
candidate for the presidency, because he had been a consistent friend of a national bank. In 1829 he profetiM^ 
a strong antipathy to the Bank— bnt it wa-s oniy with the view that his confederates and pariisaas might di- 
vide anion): theui more securelj, niany millions of public plunder. 

In his mossngi; of Doc 5, 1840. Van liurnn reisers thus : 

•' If a NHtional Bank was, AS IS UNDKNIABliE, T 'PUDTATED BY THE FRAMERS OF THE CONSTI- 
TUTION as incompatible with the rights of the Stati .nd ttie liberties of the people ; if, from the beginnlnf^ 
it has been ref:.'irdcd hylarfse portions of our citizens as coiiilnf; in direct coltirion with that great and vital 
amendment of the ronntitiition, which decliroi tliat all powers not conferred by thai Inatrumen: on the Gene- 
ral Government are rewrNvd to the Slate? nnd to tho people ; if it has been viewed by thciii as the first {.'rest 
step la the march of IntltQdinoiu construction, which, unchecked, would rrnder thnt s»crcd instrument of aa 
little value as an unwritten con«:ituti(m, dopondent. as it wonUl alone be, fir Its meaning, on the interested 
interpretation of a domintiut party, and Hftording no security to the tluhu of the minority ;— if such is undeni- 
ably the cnsc, wh.it rational fn'ounds rould Iiavh been conceived for anticipatlag aughibut determined oppoei- 
tion to such tin inHtilution at the present d ly 7" 

In his letter to fTherrod Williams. Auc 6, 183ft, he say-* : 

" The oonstiintioii docs not five Congress power to er<'ct corparations within tho states. This was the nimtii 
point of Mr. Jeffur.4on*s celebrated o|>lnlou n,7Hlnst the establishutent of the first National B^nlc. It is an obJee 
lion which nothing short of an anwndment to the constlinrton cnn remove. We know it m be an htstorieal 
fact, Uwt the convention refused to confer that pi/Wer on CunsreM, and I am opposed to its assumption by It 
upos any pretenco whatever. I hold it tQ bo sufficiently certwin that avast majority of the people of tba 
united States were opposed to the late B^nk, and are equally opposed to a new one. They have had fearfU 

Cjfli by overt acts of the correctness of Mr. Jefferson's opinion, that • this instituiinn is one of the most deadly 
tllity ezlstlnf against the principles and fnrm of oar constitution ;* and of the re isonahlenei^.t of his appro' 
hensions, that ' penetrating iiy its branches every pari of tho Uulon, acting by comi::and, and in phalaas, It 
might, in a critical moment, upset the government' " 

The democratie party held a state convention In Indiana, some time during the winter of 184-3-3, and pit>- 
pouded, UDong other qnestioiu, m presidential eaadldues, the qaery, Are yoa for or against a national buki 
Vaiv Buren replied nrom Klnderhook. F«b. 16. 1843, in this way : 
*'Tbo «iieinoDoUN»tioiua BmJc is itlU befoci UMpcopK and will co&tuiw to be so, so long as aviulQtM4 
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V- In 1824, Crawford and a national bank were Thomas Ritchie's watKhwwds ; 

^ but the moment that he and Van Bureu, and Flagg, and Noah, and Croswell, 
and Marcy, pious Ben. Butler, Knower, and Wright^ and their Swiss comrades, 
found that Jackson had the most votes, they prepared to worship the rising sun 
— and the mercenary presses which, in 1824, had assured us that Crriwford, the 
champion of national banks, was the wisest man in the Union, turne d round in 
1828 to glorify Gen. Jackson, whose great achievement, if electee I, would be 
to slay * THE MONsTBR,' hand over the treaatiry to the Washington i mi Warren 
Safety Fund Bankers, and give us a bank bankruptcy, a specie circular, the 
public lands gutted by Van Buren, Wright, Butler & Co., as a Ian id company, 
with a 8ub-treas%ryi and Isaac Hill, Stephen Allen, Jesse Hoyt & Co., for our 
sub-treasurers !* 

ambition see in it the meani of jmttfyiiig the love of money Md the love of power, rr IS* ONE OF THE 
-.*^« . J.-. ^^j^ P « . ., — 



GREAT LEADING MEASURES OF A PARTY WHICH WILL NEVER BE EXTINCT I N THIS COUN. 
TRY. It is essential to the acquisition, as well as to the preoiirvation of its power, and will! never be relin- 
qttished while there exists a hope of its attainment. I am opposed to the establishment of a National Bank 
in any form, or under any dissuise, both on constitutional grounds and grounds of expediency. THE POWER 
TO CREATE SUCH AN INSTrTUTION HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN TO CONGRBSa BY THR CONSTmj- 
TION, NEITHER IS IT NBCESSARY TO THE EXERCISE OP ANY OF THE PC»WERS WHICH 
ARE GRANTED; and if exercised, would be, as it always lu» been, highly injurious to t^»e jpublie welfare. 
' bllshlngaNattonHBank 



wlU be abandoned by that party which always has been, still is, and ever will be the advoc ale and support of 
such en institution. It may lie dormant for a season, from a conviction of its being inexpe*itoBt to revive it ; 
but he must be blind to all indications of the ftiture, who, iMing that even at the very period! when the old bank 



wu Meeting tht vtry air vt br9ath9d with it* eorrvptionSt and when public indignation was most heavily 
wei^ng on its long series of delinquencies— a< that vtry mffmtnt, a tuecurful tgvrt loas v tade in both kmtet 
9f Cot^TMt to create a timiiar inHitutum, should nevertheless lull his caution to sleep witl t the delusive idea 
that the project will ever be abandoned. Most assuredly nothing but the stem vlfilance of t |m democracy will 
guard it against an institution which may tlius be prostituted to the ruin of individuals, the disgrace of the 
country, and which, while so limited in its power to do good, is so potent for the perpetration of evil.*' 

In the above declared opinions. Van Buren tells the public, that it *' is undeniable *'*th at a national bank 
was ** repudiated by the framers of the constitution*'— that *' the constitution does not give congress the power 
to erect corporations within the states .... the convention refhsed to confer that power on congress'*— Aat 
(as Jefibrson said), '' this institution is one of tho most deadly hostility existing against the principles and form 
of our constitution"— and ** that the old bank was infecting the very air we breathed with its corruptkms." 
In 1S34 he sent, as a toast, to a 4th of July eelebration at Fredericksbnifh, *' Uequatifieds jid UBcompraDistnc 
opposition to the Bank of the United States— the interest and honor of the people demand i V 

• I am DO champion of national banks, compooed of private stockholders. If'we most have 
paper, let it be the ^I'omisea to ipav of the nation, and let the nation have the profit of the 
usoM ; and if there is not national uprightness enough to manage an unifomt currency of na- 
tional paper, let us have specie. CAay and Webster asked Forsyth, Cam^hn^leng, Wright, 
Van Buren, and their woitiiless allies, in 1834) to say what better system they were to build 
up, if they pulled down the national bank and removed the deposits. The party answer, in 
Congress, in the Globe, in the Argus, everywhere, was—'* We go for the pets, bt|t no sub-trea- 
sury." Thus far, Clay and Webster were right—tixe change was ruinous to commerce, to the 
public morals, to western setders, to the widow and the onJoian. Clay proposed the extraordi- 
nary, and, as I think, too sweeping measure of the Bankrupt Law of 1841 ; but it was the 
unprincipled profligacy of Van Buren, Wright, Butler, and their comrades, boftween 1888 
and 1840, that secured the passage and spongijDg operation of that law. History tells us that 
originally the republicans stoutly resisted the introduction of paper money by tne federalists ; 
butj under Van Buren and his Swiss allies, the democrats have mr outstripped their M oppo- 
nents in spreading corporations over the land— ^corporations evidently too potent for «vil,iii^at- 
6ver of good may pnx^ed from them. 

Hearken to Van Buren, Flagg, Wright, and Croswell. This is their language to the de- 
mocrats of 1824 : 

(From «he National Advocate, of May 15, 1821] 

*< The General [Jackson] preferring Monroe to Madison, because the fbrmer could stand 
blood and carnage better ; His recommendation of military men generally to oflice ; his avowal 
that he would have bent tha laws to suit his porposes, and hanged Cabot, Otis, and L3rman, of 
the Hartford Convention, probably including their respectable secretary; all exhibits a FE- 
ROCIOUS disposUion^ trammelled hv no coTtsCUuiional or legal barriers ; checked by no humane 
or just considerations. It is out of the question, out of all reason, to think of him even for a 
moment for president."^M. M. Noah. 

The editor of the AJbam/y Argus^ May 35tfa, 1824, thus moke of General Jackson and bis 
opinions : — *' This most artful scheme for tke destruction of the republican party [by the elec- 
tion of Jackson] — as secretly as it has beem permitted to operate— as smoothly as it haa beei> 
\^e2(iM0doineT---andina8fineplira8e8atiti«]kawgiv«a /2c- 
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It is a well known &ct, that in 1826, M. Van Buren, W. L. Marcy, B. 1^ 
Butler, and Charles E. Dudley, all of them residing in Albany, signed a rery 
polite and respectful memorial, (which has been often published to show ho# 
utterly unprincipled they are,) asking that a branch bank of the U. S. Bank, 
might be located in Albany ; Van Buren addressed a letter to Nicholas BiddlCi 
warmly recommending the measure ; and the Albany Argus, then a natiooal 
bank paper, urged the claims of the memorialists, and conceded the constitu- 
tionality of branch banks. General Jackson, with almost equal consistency ,. 
asked that a branch might be located in f'lorida, when governor there. It ii 
impossible not to see that Van Buren and his cabal must feel the utmost coin 
tempt for the intelligence of their countrymen, when they thus mock them with 
a pretended affection for a constitution which means anything, as by them ex- 
plained, and can be applied to any and every .purpose, however contradictory.* 

publicans in this state, whether the friends of Mr. Adams, of Mr. Clayi or of Mr. CrawfcrJ, 
discover the fUll extent of it — the hopes it is intended to encourage, mid the designs it is in- 
tended to accomplish. IVicy will be the last to find an apology for it, as they have been the 
first to eondemn it." 

Holland's Life, which I purchased in Steele's store, Albany, ten years ago, and iboUahly 
credited for trudi, tells us, page 319, that, " In the election of Gfeneral Jackson, Mr. Van Bn- 
rm plainly foresaw that he should witness the triumph of those principles for which he had 
sdmgpfled from his earliest years." What a mocker and scoffer at honesty, liberty, and the ibi- 
stbuUoQs of his native land, this Van Buren must be ! Had he chosen the stage, he could 
have played any part well, but tliat of an honest man. 

[From the Albanj Argus, Mi^ 18, 18^.] 

" The course adopted by Mr. Jackson is food and raiment to the fkdbralistb and the np^ 
party men. It is pleasant to all who strive for the destruction of the democratic party. T%ep 
will everywhere applaud it, as they have preached it j and will magnify the author of do<y 
TBiNEs which are so well intended for their service." 

• ■» 
CFrom Uie Albany Ai^ub, 31st August, 1834.J 

?* They [Jackson's «mpporters] profess to be repuUicans^ and yet they support a man who if 
Hown to have been ALWAYS A FEDERALIST— they profess to be the mends of the pec^ 
and yet, in Tennessee, as in New York, they have always resisted the equal and just rights oJT 
the people, and the extension of those privileges which are most valuable to them.' It is ^ 
duty <a every republican to expose these contradictions and inconsistencies of conduct and 
profession : and, as far as possible, counteract the purposes they are intended to answer, namely. 
THE PROSTRATION OF THE REPUBLICfAN PARTY, the snMiersion of the real inta-- 
estsofUie peopU, AND THE ELEVATION OF THE OLD ARISTOCRACY, andtkedii- 
appAniedj unemsy men of all parties" 

*The following Is a true copy ol'the petirion of M. V. Buren and othen to Nicholas BldAe tad kls brollMt 
directors, fnt a slice from the unconstitutional loaf. 

*'Ta the Direcu>ra of the Banlc of the United States : The memorial of the subscribers. In behalf of tliiin 
selves and their fellow citizens of Albany, respectfully showeth— I'hat, since the completioa of die Noffthtm 
and Western Canals of this State, such facilities are given to transportation, that the quaatlttet of ooittlif 
prodnce bmiigbt to this market from the interior of this Btate are increased to an inraaense anKMUt, aad urihHi 
to this is added the prodnce which will be brought to this market from the fertile regions of tha niiilhiriisHia 
parts of Pennsylvania, the State of Ohio, and the Territory of Michigan, some idea may be formed oftheamovrt 
of borinets which might be done in this place, was there a sufficient monied capital located here, to give eote- 
teaanee and support to commercial enterprise. The capital of the Banks located here, under state ineofponip 
tioas,it entirely insufficient to afford tho«e &cilities to commercial enterprise which the bostnose of tlM plii^ 
would waiyaBt, and which the most cautious prudence would justify. The limited cajHtal of our hanks ibfUda 
the extensfoa of our trade. Merchants of moderate fWrtune are discouraged fh>m taking up their abode amongst 
us, firom a knowledge that the banking capital of the place is inadequate to the demands which are made Qpoa 
it for the pcDseemlDg of a sufficiently extensive business to render it profitable ; and inataacia are not wantlBgaf 
active, imeUigent and enterprising merchanu removing from this place to the city of New Yorit, to particlpiia 
hi ihp benellts of an increased banking capital, tho* their business has principally been contiBned with Oie inteitar 
of this State. The western world is pouring its treasures into the market of Albany, but its citixens are doonad, 
with tantallced ieelinp, to behold a rich and profitable trade fkiat past them to the city of New York, wcMf 
tat the want of a sufficient banking capital located amongst them. Could the produce brought to this i^wa m 
partikased here, such portion as is not wanted for home consumption might be exponed dtnetly ftom mna In • 
Nialgnimurket, (as ftr as the navigation of the Hudson wotild permit,) and retom cargoes, ealeulated te -tfM 
interior of the country, might be imported, without the expense of ttana4ihipment at New York, or the pnOli «f 
the laportiBi m er ahan t there. Tbeae caosfderatknia have indiioed the citiiana of Albany once toon to ask te 
the eetaUWunent of a Branch or office of discount and depoelt of the Bank of die UaiMd fliatat hi thiadlr. b 
iihoMtf Mi appUcatkm will be favorably Tecelved, aa the same cauiw which lendarH 4Mli«Uiatft<fe*^ba% 
^ i iS u mt^^Ke%%MaMi^niiiKbJitmkmMm 
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So late as January 3, 1828, the Regency had not matured their grand safety- 
fund humbug. The Albany Argus of that date " commends to the perusal of 
all candid men," a letter to Mr. Walsh of the National Gazette, of Dec. 27, 
1827, disapproving of "the singular and impolitic proposition of Mr. Barbour 

to 8^11 the snares owned by government in the U. S. Bank You will 

rejoice at the final vote on the motion of Mr. Barbour : . . . there was no ap- 
preWnision here, at any moment, that the resolution would be adopted ; but 
thi^re was an apprehension that the mere proposition would have an injurious 
efiect upon the public pecuniary concerns of the nation ; and there was, there- 
fatty a determination to put the question at rest as soon as possible." 



CHAPTER XIX 



Richard D. Davis on Van Burev?s Policy. — His Ingratitude towards Creneral 
Pitcher, — Southwick up for Governor. — Van Bur en entraps Rochester^ and 
the Argus goes for Clay and Adams. — Van Bur en j King^ and the Albany Post 
Office. — Kendall looking ahead. — The Jackson Campaign. — Isaac Hill on 
J7Q. Mams. 

Richard D. Davis, of Poughkeepsie, an anti-whig member of the last Con- 
gteBS for Dutchess county, was an early supporter of Jackson and opponent of 
Crawford, Butler and Van Buren. He was next a warm admirer of Calhoun, 
and upheld the Telegraph. Calhoun's course on nullification displeased him, and 
drove him round to Van Buren's camp. In 1840 and 1844, he gave Van Buren a 
powerful support, for he is enei^etic and eloquent. I think he is not at present 
very partial, either to Polk, Texas, or the extension of the area of slavery. 

In Van Buren's letters to Hoyt, Nos. 163 and 165, page 207, he tells 
him that a certain zealous Jackson man could not then be renioved without 
danger, and that Westervelt had saved the Albany Regency at the nominating 
convention of 182S, by throwing Governor Pitcher overboard, and setting up 
Throop. A letter of R. D. Davis, addressed to General Jackson, from Pough- 
keepsie, April 15th, 1831, throws a very clear light on Van Buren's policy. It 
was first published in the Washington Telegraph. After telling General Jackson 
that Mr. Van Kleeck, P. M. at Poughkeepsie, was one of those " rascally post- 
masters'' who were for him and Clinton, when Van Buren was the enemy of 
both, he adds that hi.s removal was threat(>ned because he had not been a Buck- 
tail. He then describes Van Buren's policy, in these words : 

" That policy and that distinction, was to malfc a difference between thase of your frieDcLs 
who had becai Clintonians and those w)io hod been the tools and atlherent** of Mr. Van Buren — 
to persecute, oppress, and insult the former, and to ai;grandize, promote, and favor the latter. 
As a memorawe example of this, T need but mention tlie prosciiption of General Pitcher. The 
H)erkimer Convention, which nominated Mr. Van Burea for Goveinor, and of wliich I was a 
member as one of the Dele^:ateK from this couniv, havin?, HV GREAT PREVIOUS 
MANAGEMENT, been made to embrace a bnre majority of those nnder the influence of, or 
^pho were the personal adherents of Mr. \'an Buren, in tlie lulfiilment and furtherance of that 

■norcc of profit tn the parent inctitiitidn. Indrod. it is Ix'tipved that a Branr.ii here would be mnw profitahk in 
rsHeifftHC! tn the extent oC biisiiiCA) (U>nr, thaii 8ev«Tal of tho hraiiciiei lurateil in Rra-port town*, l^e local nitun* 
tion-of Albany r(>ndL>n it un mtr(>]>£t bdwncn tdi! Knstom Siati m and the Wo>trrn Countitv : between the South 
aid thn North, and cmisequi.ntly u very cxf'nKivc currency vvould 1h' pivtn tn th* billA issued from a branch 
htTBi nnd the nature of tiif trade which would he {imflrcnted here, would in a frrent measure n-ndor th« bills of a 
Bnacli e>«tabiii«hed in ihi^ pince the circalaiiiiir uit dhini oi' the extensive rf ffioDH whoM' produce would b« brouchl 
In 0(irfc«t. luuiniueb, ther«forH. as ihu establiBlinii'nt of a Hrancli here would not only be hlehly advaniatenua 
WtUt city, bat a aource of profit to the parent inailtution, we hope that the direciora of the United Btatas Bank 
will citabllrii on oOce oTdbeount aad depoatt at this plara, 

(Slinad) '^ M. V BUKEN, B. F. BUTLER, W. L. MARCY, uid oihirt. 
im m if, JU^J^2SM,*' 
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politfjr refused to nominate General Pitcher for the office of Lieut Governor, when it was 
cxpeded and wished by nine-tenths of your friends that he ahould have been. Gen. Pitcher* 
hadneyer been a Clintonian, but had been a uniform Bucktail ; and when, by the demise of Mr. 
Clinton, the government of the state devolved upon him, his adminlstratioa wa.s conducted fn 
an equal and im^rtial manner towards all your friends, pnd distinguished by a firm and 
honorable opposition to the policy which it was Mr. Van Buren's intention to enforce. Grcn, 
Piteher was proscribed and prostrated by the agency, management, and influence of Mr. Van 
Buren and his personal adherents, for the above reasons, and because it was well known that, 
in the event then contemplated, and now consummated, of Mr. Van Burcn's being called into 
the cabinet, Gen. Pitcher would have continued to act on the same liberal and honest princi* 
plea. His great zeal and valued services in your support, his popularity throughout the State. 
and the certain injury to your cause by the absence oi' his name from our ticket, had indeed 
caased the faction of which I am complaining, to conceal their dark designs from the great 
body of the Republican party until the moment of their execution ; but they afforded him no 
protection against the vengeance of those who hokL subserviency to their views as the only 
merit, and the refusal of it as the only and the inexpiable offence. No other single act was of 
such signU and lamentable injurv to our cause throughout the State as this ingratitude and in- 
justice to Gen, Pitcher. In all the ensuing measures of that election, and in every coimty of 
the State that I have heard of, the personal partisans of Mr. Van Buren piursued the same policy, 
»nd adhered to it with a pertinacity so preposterous, insolent, and oppressive, that nothing but 
your own p«:«onal popularity and the magnanimous devotion of your real friends saved us 
irom on entire and universal overthrow. In many districts your earliest and constant friends, 
driven by their just indignation at such abuse, forsook your cause, because it had become identi- 
fied with that of their inexorable and merciless persecutors. The result was, that from a party 
literally overwhelming at and inmiediately after Mr. Clinton's death, we were reduced to a 
mere majority, and Mr. Van Buren himself only escaped defeat by the accidental and collateral 
advantage which accrued to him &om the anti-masonic excitement at the West ; nor, was ha 
now to renew the contest unaided by the implication of your interests in his election, could he 
avoid being defeated by a large majority." ..." Van Buren and his adherents are now 
reaping the reward of all that Clinton did in your behalf; and he and they, who came in at the 
elerenUi hour, and when no man else would employ them, are now lording it in this State over 
those who bore the heat and burden of the day — and lording it with such an extremit}' of inso- 
lence and. oppression, as is only commensurate with the power they have thus fortuitously 
obtained.** . . . "If the memory of Clinton and what he did, cannot preserve his friends 
from the remorseless and eternal hostility of Mr. Van Buren ; if the patronage of the General 
GJovemment, which we support, is to be used for our destruction and to fullil the base purposes 
of Mr. Van J3uren's personal and viperous malignity ; if these things are to be, they must be. 
but Aey shall not be in this county, without at least one man's humble efforts to prevent them." 

I have long been of opinion l^\it vSolomon Southwick was set up in 1828, as 
a candidate for governor, to make up for Van Buren's want of popularity and 
secuxe his election. The Albany Argus of March 8, 1828, says : " We publish, 
in another column, Mr. Southwick 's acceptance of a nomination for governor, 
made by his friends, on the 26th ult. at Batavia. Notwithstanding this notnina- 
tion is sneered at by the Daily Advertiser, and some who are very willing to 
receive the aid of Mr. Southwick's exertions in their behalf, so long as they 
are performed in another capacity ; yet we know of nothing that debars the 
friends of any individual from avowing their preference, even if such avowal 
chance to cross other and conflicting views." In Van Buren 's letter to Hoyt, 
page 205, he rests partly for success on the faith he has that ^^ South wick's vote 
will be large." When Southwick had the Albany post-office, Van Buren con- 
sidered it saje^ but he raised an awful tempest at Albany and Washington, 
when South wick's insolvency led to the nomination of Van Rensselaer.* 

* Solomon Southwick was successively in office as Clerk of the Lea:islature and State 
Printer, and was very popular. He got the Mechanics and Farmers' Bantc under his control 
— acquired great wealth — took the federal and commercial side in the war, in 18 12 — and 
although he had abused Colonel Monroe and his fi-iends unmercifully through his press, was 
appointed Postmaster at Albany, in which capacity I first saw him in February, 182 1 , Strange 
to teii, in January, 1822, he was a defaulter and a bankrupt, advertising for the benefli of the 
State u]0Qlv«nt acL as was, about the sanie time, another who has much more recently held the 
B office. Southwick, in those dayis, was complained of by Gov. Clinton' and Judge Spencer 
i was tbe comfixlerate of Van Bonn, whose << irofikiiagft ^ja wiLm\n\cn^^i^^ m^^t^Ms^ 



88 VAN BUSSNi BOIJTHWIOX AND THB ALBANY POST OFFIOE. 

Van Buren, Knower, and Marcy nominated Rocheeter and Pitcher, for 
Grovemor and Lieut. Gov., at Herkimer, Oct. 1826 — ^botib akainst Clinton. 
Noah, as advised frora Albany, came out for Clinton and Pitcher, and aided 
materially to defeat Rochester, as Van Buren wished he should. [See note to 
page 201.] << Mr. Van Buren defeated the election of Mr. Rochester," says 
the N. Y. American of Sept. 17, 1827 ; while appearing to support it, he 

that Pi^esident Monroe was about to appoint General Solomon Van Rensselaer, who had been 
wounded with six balls, <Mie of which is still in his body, and soffisred very severely at the 
batdc of Clueenston, where General Brock, President of Upper Canada, was killed. Van 
Buren got RufUs King to assist him in a protest against Van Rensselaer, and a reconunenda- 
tion of Ex-Chancellor LAnsing for the vacant office. A meeting was called, Charles £. Dudley, 
Mayor, in the chair, Benjamin Knower, Secretary, with Chief Justice Savage, John CCole, 
Rogier Skinner, and Moses I. Cantine, taking part in it, which resolved, that the ccmduct of 
the Postmaster General, Retam J. Meigs (who had forfeited their respect), was " unjust and 
arbitrary, disrespectful" to Daniel D. Tompkins and M. Van Buren, " and not less insultii^ 
than oppressive to the community" — that Van Rensselaer was << a zealous and unrdenting 
enemy of the rcpiublican jMitf* — and the office given him ^ one of the most important in the 
gift of the administration. 

To explain these resolves, I may here mention that although Jefferson had laid it down a« 
the rule, that the only questions to be solved in such a case, are, Js he capable 1 Is he honest % 
Is he &ithfiil to the Constitution 1 — although Southwick was hopelessly insolvent, and yet eol^ 
lecting the revenue— and although twenty-two out of the twenty-six Conmssmen lor tms State, 
had recommended to the government to give Van Rensselaer the office, van Buren wrote the 
President «nd the Postmaster G^eral, asking that his (V. R.'s^ appointment should be delayed 
a fbrtnif li , to give time to organize an opposition to it. Col. Monroe would in no way inter- 
ftre— Mr Meigs would give no delav — Van Btiren and Tompkins then wrote to the postmas- 
ter genen . to mis effect — " that his (van Rensselaer's) conduct has been that of a gallant man 
we cheeil l)y admit," but " that the United States have granted him a liberal penaion fiur life, 
which w| i allowed to commence many years back ; independent of which he has for a loox 
time held a lucrative office in the State [from which, by tne wa^. Van Buren and his ftien£ 
had ejected him the moment they had the power]---tnat Lansing was a firm and inflexible 
r^mblican," but Van Rensselaer ** a warm, active, and indefktigable opponent of the party.'* 
They asked whether the place ought not to be fi;iven to Lansing " because he belongs to the 
republican party ;" or if not to him they would name others of the party — and they assured 
the postmaster and the president that the party in N. Y. " will r^^ard it as a matter of great 
importance, that the postoffice at the seat of government should be in the hands of a gentleman 
of the same political character with themselves" — and that the general government was con* 
feiring an office which would give Van Rensselaer " much more political influence and con- 
sideration among them, than the one of which they (the party) have deemed fit to deprive him.'' 
Mr. Meies, postmaster general, replied briefly, thus : " I regret that, on a view of the whole 
subject, I have not been able to accord with your views and opinions." A Kendall or a Niles 
would have been more pliable and ductile in such hands. The principle on which Van Rens- 
selaer's appointment was made, was bad. He was then a member of congress fixnn Albany— 
and to take a trusted representative of the people from his post as a public sentinel, and reward 
him with the post of a deputy-postmaster, is at variance with the spirit of our institutions. 
7%at, however f was Twt one of Van Bwen's objections. 

Another Albany meeting was held on the 25th of January, at which Lieut. Grovemor Tayler 
presided. Philip S. Parker remarked : " That Mr. King, a high toned federalist, and cidevant 
leader of the paWy, should object to the appointment of Gen. Van Rensselaer, as a deputy post- 
master, because he was afederalist^ is truly remarkable. It is a &ct notorious in this city and 
in this state, that the vice president and Mr. Van Buren were zealous and active supporters:, 
and contributed much to the election of Mr. King to the senate of the United States, notwith- 
standing he was 9, federalist ; and that very many of that party, who, dining the late war, used 
every exertion to thwart the views and operations of the general as well as the government of 
this state, while General Van Rensselaer was fighting the battles of his country, and spilling 
his blood in its defence, have been taken by Mr. Van Buren into full confidence, and through 
Ms ^Eonurolllne influence over the Council of Appointment of this state, have been appointed to 
hon arable and lucrative offices. That the inconsistency of the vice president was still more 
glaring." 

Col. R. M. Johnson and General Andrew Jackson were veiy friendly to the appointment of 
Van Rensselaer, nor would Jackson remoive him, although flie N. Y. ETOiing jPost declared 
the office to be a very lucrative aineciue. At lenm Van Bnren tamed Jj^i ont to make way 
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'^ took care to palsy, as fur as his secret influence went, the support of othera 
whom he could control — and the result in this city [N. Y.], in JefR;rson, in 
Chenango, and elsewhere, manifest how well his measures were taken." Van 
Buren feared that Rochester's success would secnre the vote of the state for 
Adams, and hence even party ties appear to have been severed to effect his 
defeat. *' The New York Enquirer, always on the alert, (says the Nat. latelL 
of Feb. 23, 1S28,) has already nominated the Hon. M. V. Boren, for the vacant 
office of governor." Noah was ready to do this while Clinton's remains were 
yet scarcely cold in his grave — ^and if the evidence of his subservience, given in 
the Correspondence, is not strong enough to convince everybody, more is yet 
on hand. 

That Van Buren was for Adams in 1825 is clear, even from the Albany Argu$y 
which, on the 15th of Feb. said : " In relation to the choice we have only to 
repeat what we have declared on former occasions — that between the two 
prominent candidates, Messrs. Jackson and Adams, a large majority of the re- 
publicans and of the electors of this state, gave Mr. Adams the preference." 

Adams was elected in Feb. 1825 — he was, as Noah has always stated, Van 
Barents second choice. While Jackson's talents were contemned, thb ArqIjs, 
about the time when Adams formed his cabinet (same month), thus addressed 
its readers : 

" We have heard within the few last days various speculations as to the 
probable formation of the cabinet of the President elect. It seems to be placed 
beyond a doubt that Mr. Clay has been offered the office of Secretary of State, 
and it is the general impression that he will accept it. Messrs. SEnoEANT and 
Gallatin have been named as Secretaries of the Treasury ; and Gov. Lewis 
Cass of the Michigan Territory, as Secretary at War. With a Cabinet /ormeif 
of 8ueh materials, whichever of the gentlemen should be selected as the head 
of the Treasury Department, THE ADMINISTRATION CAN SCARCELY 
FAIL TO ATTRACT THE CONFIDENCE OF THE COUNTRY."* 

* At the vaiy moment that Van Bnren and his friends were thns declaring their confidence In A4iains aad 
Clay, Clay*8/«/M firiend, Kendall, was beslnninK to percpive that Jarluon's star woald won he in the asceMh 
aat. On the 90th of Feb., IR25, he thas addressed Mr. Clay at Washinglon, from Frankfort, Ky. : 

** Dear Sir : Since the enclosed vras written, we have received the news of the result of the PreeidbMtlal 
•laetkNi. It cfeates very little sensation hetrt. In Franldbrt, probably half, or nearly so, approve the cmuw 
of our representation. Jaclcson's oricinal friends are load in their complaints, and several who were for yon 
join them. I think in some sections of the coantr)'. there will be a considerable stir ; hut If the admlnlstmtkNi 
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IspmiieBt, It will die away. I speak of Kentucky only. There is roach inquiry whether you will be olliBn 
" ) Secretaryship of State, and much diversity of opinion as to what ycm oneht to do if it 



will MMpt the Secretaryship of State, and much diversity of opinion as to what ytm oneht to do if it ia 
. Jmd. It seems to ne that no man here can tell what you oog ht to do, because it Is impossible (or tu to kmyvr 
all the eirenoiatances. Is there not a probability- that Jackson may be elected liy the people at the endoC Ibar 
years 1 Will not Cibiton nnite his interests with Jacksoo*s, with the expectation that he will succeed tadn !■ 
tiM Praddency ; and will not such a combination bo too powerful to withstand ? Will not Adams, for his own 
saMy, relain Crawford, and thereby conciliate his interest 1 I know nothing of these matters ; bm oa view- 
iM at a distajiGe the posture of men and parties, indicated by these qnerias have flitted throoch my adad. ■ 
^ Yoar Wend, fcc, AMOS KENDALL.** 

Fhxn a amute I cannot as yet mention, I learn that Van Buren*s barfaln with Jaekson*s firieadi-»their am- 
tnal madentaadiag, I may as well call It, bears date in Dec, 1898. In that aionth ho expected tha firicads of 
to attack hln, and soon afterwards [Feb., 1B37J he and Cambreleaa are seen direetinf Hoyt to dreulalo 



Gaa. OroMi's T^learaph. In April they are off to South Carolina [See N«>s. 41, 43, 43, ^ 46, and J7}, flrom 
quallyflezf" - — •• • - • - — 



s their equaliy flexible associate, Ritchie, receives a letter, dated "Charieston, S. C, May 7, II 

hsia It Is floM the Richmond Enquirer, eighteen months before Jackson*s election : 

** Oar (Head Vaa Bnren has at length reconciled nearly all tlie most Important Jarring claiais and It 
Qea. Andrew Jackson consents to acrent of the Presidency of the United States, PLEDtilNO HIBfBELF IN- 
VIOLABLY TO SUBSBRVE THE PEOPLE OF THE SOITTR and to resign at the end of foar years. Jolw 
C. Calhnaa has been prevailed upon, in conformity to the wlshe* of some of onr most infloentlal Rleads,to n- 
Ua^lsh his claiais upon the Vice Presidency. Every eflbrt Is to be made to iaduce De Witt CUatoa ta aeeapt 
Ike VieaFlasMeacy. Martin Van Buren to serve as Secretary of State under Oen. Jacksoo, aad at the tad of 
iiMV years to ho aomlaatcd and supported for the Presidency ; with a perfect understandinc that ho will jpor> 
sao THE SOUTHERN POLICY, in relation to domestic manufactures and internal improveoMnts. If I aaa 
aol amch misiniamied, a cabinet is so arranged as to command the giaatest possiUo exieat jC polltkal 

CUatoa died— the rival candidates pat Calhonn on their tickets— Jackson servod eight yean. With thaaa 
axeoptlons, Ritchie showed what has since come to pass, in May, 1837— and *'a political Orimalkla-iNafTlag 
over petty schemes— mousing over sinister stratagems— without elevation of mind or dtenity of ehaiaetar**^ 
flir thas did Clhitoa portray Van Bnrsn— mled the Union, to ito deep and Uuthiff htjary, for twalva ^ 

Va» Baraa*a 0alh^«araNff Gcaflfal Ibr Mow Soflaad, G<ivani« 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Cro$weU on the Safety Fund LaiL\ — Bonk-crafl Described by those who under* 
Hood it, — Desperate Bank Failures. — Who Suffered by them. — Vun BurerCs 
ProscripHon in 1829. — His Efforts to obtain Charters rn 1828. — ITie Argns 
and Butler Murmur. — Mechanics ami Farmers'* Bank, Albany. -^The Two^ 
Third Rule (U Fault. — Clinfou\s Warnings, \S\ii and 1818. — Hammond on 
iV". Y. Banking. — Flagg^ Wright and Earll coining Charters. 

Mr. Edwin Croswell of the Albany Argus, sont mo, in 183^, a pamphlet 
entitled " Origin, provisions and efiect of the Safety Fund Law," with a request 
that I would notice it. For the fiist time, I have now given it a careful perusal. 
It professes to be a reply to Mr. Walsh's Quarterly Review, the Report of the 
Union Committee, and the strictures in Congress on what is termed a dangerous 
political deception by Van Buren, under whose short government of New York 
the fund and its commissioners were recommended. The pamphlet may be 
fairly assumed to be Van Buren's defence. It appeared, with high commenda- 
tions in his press, the Argus, and was approvingly referred to by the preRse.s 
controlled by bank democrats throughout the state.'^ 

in IP*). That yfar, Aug. P, hr wiJd In hin Patrinf. ** No innn nnifr^ iiw.rp of tlm rjMaUUM of the hotie!«t, nn- 
right, andiilile stntoriinau, tlmn John U(ii:u-y Ai.:iiii.«. .Mr. .\<! mis* t lU'iiis nre littf.l si.lcly U) rul«* in a rc'piiU- 
lie, becHiiM republican governnjonl run only Xv. sustiiiiifil liy intrpriivaiuJ plahi d«Mlin«i." fn I^IA, Hill \srnl 
for Cmwfttrd, IiIa naiivUni, and the niinoriry c.int'us — hut, s:i!il hr, May, Jr^, -' ^^houlri he rCmwfurd] uot Xtm 
elected, we can irtist our ejicriitlve dcpartiiirnt in the hands of .Ad.-tuis i.r < iiiy. I wish J could suy the ^Hine 
nf General Jarkton. ****** W<^ do not like to Imj ImnsLMl wUhoiit rhyme or reason." By 187? or 
*2B, Inuic had veered round to Jackmn, and in due time Jarksou was " tlie democracy/' and Clay and Adaint 
aboat as bad inen as Isaac knew of any where. Oh, what fat contravU Uanc Rot wjien he turned ! 

♦ The Drtenck op the Safety Fcnd Law, so f-alled, x6 which Mr. Croswell Iiad tliiis 
requested my attention, mentions, th«it prior to Van Bnrt'n's Nhorf aciminislraiion, in IH^, there 
had been desperate bank failnres — th:il the banks liiid paid la o/ilyj.aii of theii- capital at'start- 
ingt and that the direcicrs ^^lkq " litile or no furtlirr ^'uaniniy for the faithful exe<'iition of their 
trust than the obli«^atioa to ))ay their delits in spei'ie" — liiat in somi' ea.ses jiaymenLs on shares 
had been made in specie, the money withdraw n ai^ain, and notes (.)f hand suBsiituted, with no 
other security than tne unpaid shari»s held by the party — tlic fraudulent banks had thus gone 
into operation, and when failure followed, the. capital v.':is f jiind ti) consist of the wortldess 
notes of worthless individuals — that th.i trdvylv*: le.fri.'^laiive power to act as bankers, issue 
paper as itioney, Arc, conferred by law on such banks, Jiaii induced honest people to take their 
notes for property and labor, and 'deposit money witli their rascally managers, who generally 
placed their plunder, thus acquirexl, heyond the iva<*h of the creditoi>< of the in.stitutions. 

If reference be made to my account of the Huilson Bank, the old Biiflklo Bank, the Wafih- 
ington and Warren Bank, the Bank at Plattsbnrfrh, and similar institutions, in this volume 
and to Proflper M. Wetmore and P. W. Spicer's United States Lombard Co., the Morris Canal 
Bank, Traoeamen's Bank, Fulton Bank, the Life and Fire Co., Chemical Bank, and other 
kincbred concerns, noticed in my Lives of Hoyt and Butler ; as also to the reported bank fraud 
trials of 1826, of which Noah and Webb appear to retain a recollection, when speaking of 
Presklent Polk's Navy Agent Prosper M. Wetmore [pages 221 and 225], the reader will see 
that the public had been so chcitea b}' Van Buren and liis adherents, their exclusive legisla- 
tion, rotten charters, and dishonest bank agents, that the cr}' was loud and uni^*ersal for an 
eflicient check upon such accumulated wron^^. 

So fkr were van Buren, Wright, Butler, Flagg, CroswoU, and the part}" in power, from 
desiring to check charter granting (a disgrace and a scandal as tiiey ever have been to the 
honored cause of popular govemment\ that they did their very hast in the session of lft88 (only 9 
months befi»e), to pass through the legislature of the state, trithout any new check or reform 
whatever,a variety of renewalkof bank charters— and when Butler was defeated by the reluctance 
of two-thirds of the meml)ers any longer to countenance the odious system. Van Buren came 
out through his Argcs, and vilified the two-thirds clause in the constitution of 1821. When it 
became apparent that some concession mast be made to public sentiment, the mock-guaranty of 
the Safety Fund Bubble was introduced by Van Buren, as a scheme invented by Joabua 
Jfbnma, an M federalist of Onondaga. It pretended to make the banks enter into a soft of 
motaal MmuiMocC'-Hbe conuniMioner daxise enabled the executive to piy inti the conoecM of 
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When we look back upon the dishonost bank legislation of Van Buren, But- 
ler, Wright, Barker, Throop, Marcy, and their friends, previous to ld2y, and 
compare it with this party account; and then look forward to 1837, and so up 
to 1841, at Van Buren, Cambreleng, .Bowne, Butler iv Co., denounc-iug as vile 
and infamous the fabric artfully reared in 1829, we are conipttlled to aamit that 
the chief actors in the continued knavery of the last twenty years, must feel a 
degree of contempt for the people they have so successfully deceived, beyond 
anything to be met with on the records of monarchy, from the day.s Of John 
Law to those of Cornelius W. Lawrence, C. C Cambreleng, and Ikujamln F. 
Butler. 

The pamphlet, or rather Van Buren, Wright, Croswell, kc, went on truly to 
state, that when a stockjobber (like Hoyt or Cambreleng) had i^oi iiuld of a quan- 
tity of shares of one of these moonshine banks, and aided in riding it, he could 
" hypothecate " his shares, raise cash on them, join a company ot adventurers 
like himselfy purchase as many of the shares of a sound, v/ell managt^d bank 
as would secure the control of it, by the election of Butlerizing directors, and 
then push as many of the notes of the bank out among the people as possible,^ 
get as many deposits as they could, issue the post notes, or pruiiiisi^s to pay at 
a distant time, of the bank, for money or property, sell out iheir sliares ai an 

any bank — and it lulled the people into a felse security, out of which ihc stvK'h-jolj:)cr i\iv\ poli- 
tical stage manager reajxjd an abundant harvest of ill-gotten wealtli. ft was l»Lc;;asr ,iui one 
charter couUi begot in 182*>, 18-27, and IH*^, in consequ^^nce ul liie iu'o-tiii:d julc, ihat ihc 
sleek part)' leader ojiene.l his hnili:*.*. in 1H*>;), with the pf»iiac(\a oiii sntViy iunu. 

In ld3t, Van Bui-en and his tbilcurers j>rf.tendc<l liiai [hv Si:l\'iy i-ui..! i.:;v* im' l.-^JJJ v.<'i. In- 
tended as a protection to the people. Hetbre Ix'lievini,' ihci talc, be p;tM*<»'a Ij lisu-u lo Mr. 
Martin Van Buren, on t'other side of the question. 1 quote the j\ll)am Aiic'i.-- r,r Ai)iil i-s. 1*. j.**: 
"We had supposed that the question as to ilie expediency of a reiie\v:il m' ilic .sol'/eni e.vi.ii- 
ing charters was conceded. Whether this l>e so or not, it appears to be ur^c-d Uy <in>iti': ^'<.'nsi- 
derations of justice to the institutions and security to ihfj ])ul)li«\ .li is roino.led ihai linai. i, 
with due limitation? as to their num!>er, have become so identilied -vvilh our turrciiiW', iiiid ooi- 
business transactions, as to be indispensable. And the (pjcsiion uuw is, wu -uif!' it is iiiiilj- u 
recharter old and solvent Banks, which have passtnl through the iirst pTiud ul' tJu-ii- ijiiooij>.»ni. 
tions advantageously to themselves and to the public, and which ar*.- imu.uij aiul ouuhii tl in, 
or to break up the old foundations, rt;n/ on thkir iuin-.s bhinv. in A bC\)i\K Oil i'WO ol>' 
NEW BANKS, untried, unknown, possibly in irresponsible hands, and itii'- li.)!i;ihle as lo 
their solvency or the character they may sustain 1 To this questit)u liion* is i.n easy answ.T : 
and the only difference of opinion probably is as to the tiiric and lJlann^•l• c/lho rcUL-wal. As lo 
the time, what pericxl more lavorable than the present t it uill not bi'iray a hazardous or lume- 
cessaiyhasie^ickUsl ilinlilavoidth: crl/s n/a near ^/pproarh tn Ihf crpirutinn. of the churUrs. 
***** So fully convinced was the legislature of Massachusetts ot t lie iniport«mci' to tlio pub- 
lic interests and the stability of the institutions, that it voi.i-ntkkhkd ro rkxhm-, and did renew 
the ckarUrs of Ike Banks in UuU sf^ite, SIX OR SEVEN YEARS Lc/orc the Liviit of incurporatian 
had expired* Delay, indeed, may serve the interests of the lobby, but can scarcely promote tlie 
interests of the community. ♦ * * * ♦ We have no interest in the renewal of any cliaiter, 
beyond what every citizen has," &c. 

;The Mechanics and Farmers' Bank at Albany, to whose manager, T. W. Olcott, Butler's 
letters and the Safety Fimd give jidditlonal notoriety, was incorporated in 181 1, the moment the s 
old U. S. Bank charter was vetoed by the casting vote of Gov. Clinton. At these times, bank if 
dividends were oiten d to 18 per cent., and the premiums on pnvikgcd stock 20 to 33 per cent. F 
This bank was obtained on the plausible pretext of benefiting farmers and mechanics, and the 
president and a majority of the directors were required to be mechanics. Solomon Southwick 
was the first president, and Gorham A. Worth, the cashier. Worth's jxxjtry is noticed by Butler 
(pige 1651 and Jacob Barker spealvs of him as a friend (i^age 102V He is now, 1 believe, the 
cathier oia bank in this' city. In due time the M. and F. feil into Regency liands, and Ma rev's 
iather-in-law, Baij. Knower, became its president. When Knower stopped payment, in 18iJ-l, 
Van Boren's successor in the U. S. Senate, C. E. Dudley, succeeded him. ThisBank has l)een 
always identified with Van Buren's interests, and his son John was a director and the bank 
attorney for it in 1830 or 1837. 

in Assembly, March 19. 1828 (says the Argus), Mr. Butler called for the third reading of the 
hfil to renew the Mechanics and Farmers' Bank in the city of Albany. Mr. A» Maim, Jr., 
dMlxedtoaddadause afiectin^^ the liabUityof stockholden,b\xt.'9r«:i^uc]^'(KnxGc&&^ '^^^^bs^ 
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advance, perhaps, on their original purchase money, and having exchanged the 
cretUi of the bank for substantial wealth in every shape, borrowed out its capi- 
tal, and all the wealth that could be raised on its credit, retire from the wreck, 
and allow it to blow up and engulph the worthy and the good, the unsuspecting 
and unwary. Reports to the legislature were found to be deceptive, miliiona 
were plundered from the community, and in some cases the plan was to divide 
the funds of the bank among the (few) stockholders, as pretended profits, when 
in fact there were none to divide. This enabled them to sell their worthless 
shares for a goodly sum, as of a flourishing concern, well conducted. All was fraud ; 
but so linked in with the system was the administration of justice — (there 
were Marcys, John Van Burens, Hoyts, W. W. Van Nesses, &c., in those days) 
— ^that if any rascal was prosecuted, he could aflbrd, from his plunder, thou- 
sands of dollars for defence ; and what with getting clear through flaws, through 
new trials, through appeals, through a brother knave on the jury, whose con- 
science could not convict, the law was inoperative, as respects 99 in 100. Cases, 
says the official pamphlet, ^^ of each of the classes above mentioned, had actu- 
ally occurred, exhibiting scenes of fraud and corruption, the details of which 
were spread before the community through the reports of our criminal courts, 
WHICH FOR A LONG TIME WERE CROWDED WITH CAUSES OP 



the bill, 67 members voted, Butler, Cargill of N. Y., Michael Hoflinan, Savage, Verplanck, &c. ; 
against it there were 37 votes, General Porter, Spencer, Fillmore, &c. Not two-thirds — ^lost. 

On the 8th of April, the Assembly was in committee on renewing old bank charters and 
granting new ones. It was proposed to make the stockholders of banks individually responsible 
to double the amount of their shares, but Butler, Cargill, Dayton, Faulkner, and Hi^^nan, 
opposed tlie clause. Butler said he would take the new charters thus burthened, as a lesser evil 
than no renewals, but would vote down individual reroonsibility if he could. On the 10th, it 
was voted down, by Butler, Cargill, Dayton, Faulkner, Hoffman, &c. 

Messrs. Butler and Hoffman voted for special charters to some banks with, and to others with- 
out the responsibility clauses. Any wav to get them. On the 16th, the Assembly in cominit- 
tee of the whole, passed bills to renew tjfie Franklin Bank and the Tradesmen's Bank, N. Y., 
and the Catskiil Bank ; also ten new bank charters to be located at Kinderhook, Whitehall, 
&c. I believe the whole batch got swamped, and that charters were laid over till the new era 
of Van Buren and Reform (!) in 1829. 

The following extract tells the feelings of the bank Democrats, in April, 1828 ; 

[From the Albany Argus, April 14, 18S8.] 

" TVic Dank CJuirUrs. — Tlife final question was taken in the Assembly, on Saturday, oo the 
" bills for the renewal of the charters of the Geneva and Ontario Banks, and the Bank of New 
" York, and they were severally lost ; the former being deficient by three, and the latter by Ibor 
<• votes, of a constitutional majority [86]. It seems to be an unequal constitutional rule, which 
« declares a vote to be in the n^ative, notwithstanding more than three to one of ike rnembers 
" PKESENT are in the afliimative ; and it is particularly unfartunat4i to come so near and yet to 
«*faiL" 

Van Buren, Young, Wright, and their friends, had had very early lessons of the dangers 
to liberty, attending the vicious S3rstem of banking, which obtained in this state. In a letter 
to the republicans of the state, dated Albany, April 3, 1806, and signed by De Witt Clinton, 
Nathaniel Pitcher, John Cramer, Caleb Tompkins, Clarkson Crolius,E. Riker, John M*Lean, 
John Herkimer, John Taylor, Alex. Sheldon, Benjamin Ferris, anid other members of the . 
\ yL^islature, they tell the people — * You turned with disgust from the scene of bribery and 
" corruption by which the Merchants* Bank in the city of N. Y., secured its charter. If the 
'* representatives of the people can, with impunity, receive or offer bribes, the virtue of our 
'• government is blasted. If we permit its purity to be stained, we pave the way to dcflUioy its 

* respect in the eyes of all good men. We shake the basis of our republican establishments, " 

* and lay the foundation whereon is built the corruptgovemments of the ancient world.' 
In Jan., 1818, Governor Clinton solemnly warned the people of the dangers they were 

bringing on the country, through the vicious mode of transacting banking business, whidl 
Van Buren and his pupils had continually fostered. The Assembly appointed an honest, 
&ithfal committee, to wbose able and useful report I would be glad to give a place here. 
Their chairman, Isaac Pierson, was also directed to propose a resolution fbr a johit committee 
of tiie legislature to inquire into the management of the affairs of the buiks, whether their 
tods had been improperly applied, or their agents oj: diiecton been guil^ of improper cr 
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THAT CHARACTER. HUNDREDS OF OUR UNSUSPECTING CITI. 
ZENS WERE THE VICTIMS OF SUCH CONSPIRACIES ; and wh^n 
they found their fortunes had been ruined by the frauds of these villains in the 
management of corporate instituHonSy and appealed to the law to bring them to 
merited pwdshmenty such turned out to be the extent and intricacy of their comH" 
nations^ and such the influence of the accused^ AND THEIR SECTRET ABET- 
TORS, that pubKc justice herself seemed to be almost set at defiance^^ This state 
of things, we are told, induced Governor Van Buren, when state physician in 
chief, to prescribe his grand nostrum of the Safety Fund Law. 

nsorious practices for covenous or oppressive purposes, and whether they had paid their bills in 
money according to their charters, or evaded doing so. The report of the committee, and the 
Governor's recsommendation, well warranted the proposition. 

'< The committee believe, the present circulation in the state principally consists of the notes 
of those banks whose nominal capitals are small, and compos^ principally of the notes of the 
individual stockholders, called stock-notes : so that the security of the public consists of the 
private fortunes of individual stockholders, and those fortunes, in a great measure, consist q£ 
the stock of the bank. 7%eir infiueTux too frequeTUly^ nay often already begins to assume a 
species of dictation aUogetker alarming^ and unless some judicious remedy is provided by the 
legislative wisdom, we shall soon witness attempts to control all selections to office in our 
counties, nay the elections to this very legislature. Senators and members of assernbly wUl be 
indebted to banks for tkeh' seats in this capitolj and thus tke wise ends of &wr ciml inUitutians will 
be prostrated in the dust by corporations of our ovm creation. It is therefore evident, the delete- 
rious poison has already taken deep root, and requires immediate legislative interference with 
the utmost energy." 

(General Root and Messrs. Meigs, Edwards, and Sharpe, made able speeches for inquiry, 
but Mr. Oakley opposed it. The resolve was adopted, 70 to 30, and sent to the Senate, where 
they were carefully protecting the knavery of Washington and Warren, Buffalo, Hudson, 
Plattsburgh, and other rotten banks of the Van Buren family. Van Buren denounced in- 
quiry, effectually crushed the Assembly's resolve and protected tke banks in their vUlany, 
till tneir insolvency, and the breaking uown of many others of like character, closed the scene. 
For proof take the printed journals of the Senate of ^. Y. Look also into the secret ocMres- 
pon^nce of Van Buren, Butler, Hoyt, Barker, dec. 

« During the November session [1824], a complaint was made that the passage of the bUl 
for chartering [the Chemical bank of New York], had been procured by corrupt means. An 
investigation was ordered, and a committee appointed with power to send for persons and 
papers. The evidence given before the committee afibrded a most disgusting picture of ^ 
depravity of the members of the legislature, and indeed, I might say, of the degradation of 
human nature itself. The attempt to corrupt, and in fact, corruption itself, was not confined 
to any one party. It extended to indiviauals of all parties, and it is not improbable that die in- 
terest of members in these applications for moneyed incorporations had an effect on the political 
action of some of them. Mr. Caldwell, a witness, testified that he heard a senator say, ' I am 
a Crawford man to-day, but unless the Chemical Bank passes, I shall be a peck's man to- 
morrow.' In short, it was evident tiiat the foul and sickening scenes of 1813, had been re- 
enacted in l9Qi,"—Hammondj vol. i., p. 178. 

The old bank of Rochester, chartered 1824, was a regency favorite. It passed the Senate, 
Feb. 16, 1834, and among the yeas were our {uresent Qovemor, Silas Wright, Jonas Earil, 
caAal commissioner, John Cramer, Charles E. Dudley, Heman J. Redfield, and John Bow- 
man. In the Assembly, 30th Jan., it was voted for by A. C. Flagg, our comptroUer. Mr. Flagig 
also voted for the Futton Bank, N. Y., that year; as in the Senate, April 1. 1834, did Silas 
Wright, Jasper Ward, Jonas Earll, Jr., John Lefierts, and Periey Ke^. This history of thai 
charter is before the world. On same day, in Senate, the Long Island Bank passecl, by ^ 
votes of Silas Wright, Jasper Ward, C. E. Dudley, Jonas Earll, Jr., Periey Keyes, and Fairand 
Straaaihan. In the Assembly, A. C. Flagg, not having made up his mind, absented himself 
till the voting was over. 

Did yon ever see a cat watch a moose, reader? Just so will the litde covmtry bank director, 
who has lent cash to a former on die mortga^ of his place, watch him. SLcty day lenewals, 
with fresh meals of interest, are an eating moth. The speciUation fails— the note is now as big 
as half the value of the farm— the DanielS. Dickenson of the law tightens thescrew*— the fum 
|» the l^anker's, and its owner on his way to Iowa, 
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CHAPTER XXI. ^ 

Governor Van Burenfor more JBnnks^ and against them, — Judge Fonnan^s report. 
— Dividing the spoils, — Blqir goes for more Banks. — Webster on the Pets, — 
Throop succeeds Van Buren. — HuhheWs Prophecies. —Chandler Starr on their 
Fulfillment. — The Safety Fund Scheme a Fraud on the Country. — General 
George P. Barker. — marcy on the Buffalo Bank. — Bank officers tried for 
Felony. — How Acquitted. 

At the opening of the legislature of 1829, [Jan. 7] Governor Van Buren 
said a great deal about banks,* but very little about education. One paragraph 
of his message was in these words : 

Jjp* " To dispense with Banks altogether is an idea which seems to have «§)() 
fjf^ no advocate ; and to make ourselves wholly dependent on those ^©J 
Jgp* established by federal authority deserves none. If these are correct *4)8 
§3i» views, the only alternative would seem to be, between a renewal of the ^^ 
f^ charters of the sound part of the existing Banks, or to anticipate the «C$ 
{!(5» winding up of these concerns by the incorporation of new institutions." ^j 

When a few steps higher up preferment's ladder, he wrote Sherrod Williams 
in 1836, " 1 have always been opposed to the increase of Banks.';t 

* On the 15th of January, 1829, Van Buren >VTote Judge Forman, at New York, for a popular version of \\\a 

SIqq, sent hi!« request tlimu<;h Jesse Hoyt [sec No. 102,} and on the 37th laid it by message before tlie legislature, 
■ext day it appeared in the Ar^us, and the impression is irresistible, that the scheme for passing a batch of wt'W 
and old banks, to suit favorite intereets, was, like Tliroop*6 succession, and VVeatervelt's " great salvation,** « 
matter of bargain and good understanding between Van Buren, Olcott, Throop, Marcy, Flagg, aiid certaia oi the 
party leadcri^, at Herkinier. in September, 182.4. Forman puts forward hit plan as of " a community something 
after the manner of our federal union— with a supcrviston over the whole, as perfect and more beneficial for the 
public TUAN TiriT OF A GENERAL BANK OVER ITS BR4RCHKS." How Van Buren*ssciiemeoperated-T-how the Char- 
ters were got— ttie stock distributed — wlio the men were who were most active in procuring charters — wiio and 
what the conmiissioners were — what proportions of stock went to legislators and prominent patriots, like Olcotr, 
Marcy, Plajsr, Vnnderpool, Dit, Wrlghl, Lawrence, Butler, Croswell, Porter, Corning, Beekmaii, Gould, Young, 
and Faulkner, or to men of straw for them— and wliether those who profited by tliese safety fund speciUatkms 
were not leagued together as Regency supporters, both before and after l820->the8e are quest ions thit could best be 
aoi^wered by a special work on N. Y. Hanking, which would show in detail how the charters were log-rolled, 
and for and by whom. Such a work would be the Bluck Book of the Empire State in right eame^st. I^. Mhx- 
weli, a legislator, addressed Zeno Alien the postmaster of Sacken*s Harbor, by letter, dated Albany, Jan. 7, IHSt, 
thus '• Dear Judge— Yours just received. There are more appllcationa for banks this year than ever before. 
You must make out a coni()lete list of directors, officers, ^., and if obtained you must know now. It must he a 
Jackson Bunk ; and the Bank junto in this place, must be allowed a finger in the pie. 

Yours, truly, Ph. Maxwell." 

Ltrge fortunes have been made by apportioning the stock of new banks to favorites and followen of the gov- 
emmeBt. Van Buren wished that corrupt power to be retained. In his January Blessace, bo said, ''Who aiv 
the particular recipients of your favor is • matter of minor unportance. The number of the ■toekboldenit hi com- 
paxJson with the great body of the people, is so very small, and the stock is so constantly changing hands, that 
THElBaurrY of its original DISTR[BUTI0N become a eamparativay unimporUfa matUr" That 
is to say, leave the party to select the commissioners to distribute the stock, and leave the diatributfcm to the 
eonwiasioners. Perhaps the premiums paid from 1839 to 1639, on bank stock, sokl by the origiaal fkvorifiea of 
the |»arty, yielded them from two to three millions of doilans. AU this, says Van Bureu, is eompacBtively 
uninportaut. 

fThls volume affords abundant evidence that Blair was Van Biuen*s confederate* and the Globe his mouth- 
piece— Blair and Van Buren admit that. Turn to the Globe of Dec. SI, 1833, and you will find the following 
paragraph, promising a large crop of banks without any safety fund to protect their customers : 

"Thit new coalition, however, have labored in vain. Tlie intelligent people of the West know how to 
maintain their rights and independence, and to repel oppression, ^though foiled in the beginning, every 
Western State is about to establish a State banking inatltutlon. They are resolved to avail themselves of their 
owk fltate credit as well as of the national credit to maintain a currency independent of foreign control. Mr. 
Clay's presses in Kentucky begin now to feel how vain are all thehr efforts to resist this determination of the 
people in the West. The Louisville (Kentucky) Herald says : * From the Indicationa of public opinion, aa con< 
talned in the papers from the States around us, there is every probability that banks will be chartered in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Missouri, and that efibrts will be made to charter in this State (Kentiu;ky) not only 
a State bank, with four or five branches, but several independent banks.* '* 

Highly approving of this promised crop of state banks, the Globe concludes by saying—'* So Ohio, Indiana, 
TiMnnii. Missouri, and Kentucky, are resolved to take care of themselves, and no longer depend on the kind 
y ....M ;> of Biddle, Clay, and Go,** And Ohio did take egra of henelf hy duurtexiog at that lamo Nseioa 



VAN VURBN, TUROOP AKD WEBSTER^ ON THE N. Y. BANKS. 89 

When he had worked his way to the Capitol, and become President of the 
Republic, he attempted to show that inland banks were dependent on those of 
New York, where the produce is sent and from whence the merchandize is re- 
ceived) and discoursed in one of his messages to Congress after this fashion ; 

" But this chain of dependence does not stop here. It does not terminate at Philadelphia or 
New York. It reaches across the ocean, and ends in London the centrc of the credit system. 
The same laws of trade which j^ave to the banks in our principal riries, power over the whole 
banking system of the United States, subject the former in thnir turn, to the money power of 
Gh«at Britain. It is not denied that the suspeasioii of the ISew \\)i\i l)aiiki> in 1837, wjiicii 
was fbUowed in quick succession throughout the Union, was produced by an application ol" 
that power; and it is now alleged in extenuation of the present condition of so iar^c a pvjr- 
tion of oar banks, that their embarrassments have arisen from the same cause. From this ixi- 
fluence they cannot now entirely escape, for it has its orip^in in the credit currencies of the 
two countries ; it is streng^thened by the current of trade and exchange, which centres in Lon- 
don, and is rendered almost irresistible by the large debts contracted there by our merchants, 
our banks, and our States. It is thus that an introduction of a new bank into the most dis- 
Umt of our villages, nlaces the business of that village within the influence of the money 
power in England. It is thus that every new debt which we contract in that country, serious- 
ly afl^tB our own currency, and extends over the pursuits of our citizens its ix)weriul in- 
dnenoe." 

On the 12th of March, Van Buren abdicated in favor of his lieutenant, Enos 
T. Throop, one of the most thoroughgoing U. S. Bank men in the state. He 
had voted for the bank in Congress in 1816, and resolutely defended it every- 
where, "i/ ample /a/cn/«," said Van Buren, about Throop, " and a sound dis- 
eriminaiing judgment — if hUegrity and singlenesn of purpose^ imd truhf repub- 
licdn principles furnish any just ground for expecting a safe administration of 
ike gooemment^ that expectation^ I am persuaded^ '''^i/9 ^'^ il^ present instance , 
be filly indulged,'*^ Throop had to reply, of course ; and the journal tells us, 
tjiat he arose in his place in the Senate, and, among other things^ declared he 
waa for banks, and plenty of them. *' Their influence upon productive industry 
..... have been more beneficial than the most sanguine projector could have 
aiiticipttted," said Throop. 

On the 19th of March, Mr. Hubbell, in the assembly, rose to oppose the 
bank bill of the Van Buren party.* His speech 1 find in the New York Even- 

nf her Leglslatare, I believe, eleven new banks, with an aggregate capital of al>oiii funr milliotis— the \)H 
bank party having a niojority In both branches. 

WeMter, In reply to a defence of the P«u anti Safety Fund, by Governor Wright, in Senate, Mnrch 20. l.^i, 
thtumioaed the ■jrtfiil net into which pretended patriots had, spider-like, enticed the luriiiers and iiKintti.u- 
mrers of New York : 

*'Tkke all the banks In the country which have been Incorporated since the Safety Fund system was psiah- 
IMierf. and ean the gentleman mention one which has not been Rtudlouniy and desiiKnedly pIhcinI in the UamU 
of pollllciU triendu 1 U there, now-a-days, any such thinx as oi)tainin& a bank iharii^r froin the Leuisluture ui 
New Vork, withoat commissioners; named in the act itself, to distribute thu suxk ; nixl is ihcrc .itiy one in 
ttwMje, In wbleh a uinjority of shares io not allotted to men of one particnlar political pMrtv '. Will thtf geu- 
ttemaa sav, that a hundred of the first merchanU of New York, or Allmny. or Utirn, or Riiti'ilo. coiilii thixday 
■ktaiB a charter, for themselves, and their associates ; the sUx.k to be divided as they micht choose ? i iim 
alinjUhnr inMoformed if any such thing could lie expected. With us. and L suppusc eismx htrt', bankinc is 
feomanopoly. Certain general laws regulate the whole business, and one cIusm of persrnis 1ms the same riylw, 
■ad the same facility, in applying for and receiving charters as others, if they confnrni to the •lenrral lav.-, 
and ahdw a pnibable necessity for the Institution which they ask for. No question is askerl re to \vh:u s<hi*ol 
or Wkat pArty the applicants belong ; and this is as It should Iw. To place all iKink circulation. himI hank ac- 
eoaiHndatioo. and bank influence, into party hands, u»be use«l tor party purposus, wmtld he, uini i>:, it' siu-h a 
thing Miywhere exists, an enormity, worthy only of the worst uoveraments." 

♦ The Safety Fund Commissioners, Ciiaiuller Stair, Tntmbul! Carv, &<:., in tlieir icport of 
Jan. 30, 1843, show how correct Mr. Hubbell's views were in IHOi^ 'I'liov assure tlie leiH.-^lj- 
tqre of their utter inability to prevent tlie plunder of hianks bv the negliK^^hce (jf ilirert»)rs r.ml 
poguer}' of ca.shiers, or the villainy of both combined. 1. l^ccaus,* it is ditfiouh, and oi\ou 
impQHsihle, by the exercise of the greatest vigilance, to compel a bank to suspend till ii is 
hopelessly iasolveut 2. Until a bank has violatetl a positive law, it is usuallv Inn'ond their 
jowars of interference, through an application for a chancerv injunction. 3. l^hov.gli Llic 
management i» very improvident, the loans made in large suins to a few favorite.*-, or l)adly 
tpBQied and very doubtful— though the officers may l>e the principal borrowers, and tlie mana- 
fers eridently hazarding the capital of a bank, yet the commissioners dare not interfere. 4. 
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ing Post, reported from the Albany Argus. He was convinced that the beak 
fund would prove only a splendid premium offered to dishonesty and fraud — 
that many expedients would be resorted to by the managers of a corrupt instH 
tution, in failing circumstances, to push as many of their bills into circulatioQ 
as possible, the whole banking capital of the state being pledged for the redemp- 
tion. He wanted to guard the honest stockholder, infants, widows, aged per^ 
sons retired from business who had their funds in the banks, but this scheme 
— — ^— ^ 

** It is true that an injunction will be granted when the rain of the bank has been coDsnmmated 
by actual insolvency, or in cases where half the capital stock has been lost" 6. But tbete 
facts must be sworn to, as facts actually known to the conimissioners, or proved on CAth by 
others. 6. Even if a well founded belief of insolvency is the result of an investigation by the 
commissioners, Chancellor Walworth carries the matter to a future day, and this a^rds time 
to the bank officers to give preferences to those they may desire to fevor, and to subetitnte 
worthless paper, or paper at long dates, for notes at short dates and well secured. The bank 
capital is often placed " in the hands of reckless and unprincipled managers, and unrestrained 
by either moral or legal obligation." 7. Examinations of banks take place but once in Ibor 
months — ^ilie commissioner has often little knowledge of the debtors or of the real value of the 
other fUnd.s — " he is precluded from disclosing the names of the debtors," and has to beiicve 
whatever the managers may tell him. Even if the information is sworn to, it is not worth 
much. 8. " The selection of President and capable Directors must, of necessity, constitute 
the great safeguai-d of bank stockholders "—BUT THESE CONSIDERATIONS SELDOM 
INFLUENCE THE STOCKHOLDERS IN THEIR CHOICE. 9. Officers and inana«ers 
put in, are fortified by proxies, which keep them in. They have lost much of late by specur 
tating unwisely. 

What a commentary on that grand humbug, the Safety Fund Law, by which fhlse swearin|^ 
is declared to be perjury, and the exhibition of false books, or entries, to theeommis.sionerBy a 
felony ! ! Justice to the guilty is a mockery, and even Benjamin Butler sneers at the idaa.oC 
calling the knaves to account. Is. this, can it be, free, enlightened, democratic Am^ica 1 Tho 
America of my early dreams it surely is not. 

In 183(5, George P. Barker was elected to the Assembly from Erie County, to dectioneer ftir' 
the charter of the City Bank of Buffalo. He did so, and obtained it, through the votes oi 
Senators J. and L. Beardsley, Armstrong, Gansevoort, Coe S. Downing, Griffin, Hublt^wrd, J^ 
Hunter, Geo. Huntington, H. F. and J. P. Jones, Lacy, Lawyer, Livingston, Lounsberry^ EL 
C. Mack, the party printer, Maison, Seger. the ex-clerk of assemUy, Van Schaick, D. Wager,* 
Sterling and Spraker. Samuel Young, with Loomis, James Powers (see page TO), and erne 
or two more, formed the opposition. Prosper M. Wetmore was its supporter in the Aoaembiy, 
and also the supporter of almost every other bank asked fi>r. Polk sticks to him a« Navy 
Agent here, like a brother. Van Buren's followers had their share x)f the plunder, by agree- 
ment. One prominent operator (Coming, I think), had $30,000 of the stock, and when 
the bank failed, the Argus had the assurance to call the concern a " whig bank party *• 
** machine." 

From first to last. General George P. Barker, abolitionist, Canadian Patriot, stoclgobber, 
and Van Buren's steady tool, was a director of the City Bank—- he was also its attorney, 
transacting its law business. John B. Macy, another ex- Van Buren man, was the first presU 
dent, and he and his partner, Isaac S. Smith, the loco-foco candidate for Govemor, abstracted 
and lent themselves nearly $150,000 of the funds of the bank ; their securities were sold at 
Buffalo last Nov. for less than $2 000— $52,000 of discounted bills brought $1 ,200— judgments 
in fkvor of the bank for $235,000, were sold fbr $21,500. Until Nov. 1839, the Saf^^ Pond 
Commissioners reported the bank to be soimd and healthy, though it was even then utt^ly 
woriiless— -so too, the state authorities had lent it more than $100,000 of the public fund»— 
a dead loss. The bank had not only issued the extra allowance of its notes mentioned in the 
statutes, but also many thousands of dollars beyond the legal limit—and when Marcy tiras 
named as its receiver, he swore that not only would over $300,000 of its notes be redeemable 
out of the state treasury, but that " it is supposed that a still larger amount of the fhiudulent 
issues of that bank than is already redeem«i is lurking yet in recesses only known to its cor- 
rupt managers." 

Isaac S. Smith, in an official letter to Fitzwilliam Byrdsall, and others, dated BuH^o. Septem* 
bcr 29th, 1836, a month or two after the City Bank was set afloit there, thus proclaimed the faith 
that was in him : 

" None of our institutions," said Isaac, *' have so strong a tendency to create and perpetuate 
"ihe odioas distinctions between the rich and the poor, as the paper monev banka. 
" Those incorporations, and others not more meritorious and yet equally monc^lizmg, have 
<* been the greatest cause of truckling and corruption in legislation. The worst ftatore in tJbm 
" proceedings of past legislators, has been the wasteful appropriation of large sums, OBtensiblf 
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Idt tke conBding stockholder without remedy, when a &ilure took j^ace. He 
had no fidth in Uie commissioners, who would rely on the statements to be given 
by bank officers, and prove no check at all to mismanagement. The commis- 
sionera would have an unbounded and very dangerous influence, and form a 
connecting link between all the institutions, for political or any other combina- 
tions they might think necessary ; and the whole machinery prove an unsafe 
monopoly, nothing short of despotism. 

I am very well satisfied, that an honest, efficient system could be devised 
without difficulty, by which this country would have a sound currency, portable, 

" for puUic improvements, bat in reality for party purposes, and the Granting of charters fot 
" banks, with which to strengthen the hands of party leaders. I would sanction nothing but 
" silver and gold as a circulating medium." This fellow puts me in mind of the sharper 
Jenkinson, in the Vicar of Wakefield. He had silver on nis tongue, but did not fomt to 
abstract $150,000 of the bank fUnds, with the aid of his more tolerant parmer in leaUier, Maucj. 
The bank, through a committee, gave up good securities to debtors, and took the Tonawanda 
Bank m lieu of tnem, capital $150,000, but not worth one cent In Nov. 1839, the bank, by 
Lewis Eaton (Van Buren's ex-safety fund com'r) its president, Grencral Barker, attorney and 
director, L. F. Allen, no whig of '76, and the other directors, appointed three of themselves a 
committee " to take collateral securities, or extinguish doubtfUl aebts.'' Stephen White, L. F. 
AUen, and Jed. H. Lathrop were chosen, and went to work and made a settlement of the affairs 
of the bank, concerning which Marcy swears *' that the same was made with intent to defhiud." 
I need not tell you that as their brother in the affair, Barker, was elected Attorney Greneral by 
those who had got rich by such knavery, and their abettors and supporters, there were no con- 
victions either at statute or common law. George P. Barker appears to have borrowed lai^l y, 
$UL000 with Vandervoort, $10,000 on his stock, known to him to be utterly worthless, $3,000 
on Ohio city, dec. Let honest republicans keep in mind, that after Barker had brought forth 
and buried this infamous bank, Flagg, Marcy, O'Sullivan, Dix, Coming, Faulkner, Davezac, 
M. Hoffman, Van Buren, and the party leaders selected him Ibr Attorney General of the 
State, while the Syracuse Convention that named Van Buren for president on a second term, 
put Attorney Barker and Col. Young on their ticket as state electors. 

The Bank of Buff^do, another sa&v fund concern, of which Hiram Pratt was President and 
Johi R. Lee cashier, chose Orlando Allen as its President on the death of Pratt, whom a f&ar 
of premature discoveries of villainy hastened to Ms grave. It fkiled in 1840, and had issued 
many thousands of dollars of it^ paper, as money, bevond the limit allowed by law, i^ officers 
AUen and Lee, solenmlj swearing to the contrary before the commissioners. A Buffalo gruKl 
jur^, on what was believed to be unquestionable testimony, indicted Lee and Allen for the 
perjury — they were arrested and held to bail, Allen, if memory serves me, being out of the way 
and brought back. It is reported that the banks lent their notes to the Iv^ers at regular 
interest, with an understanding, &<;., that the brokers shaved (exacted usury) as close as they 
could, that the profits were divided between the brokers and the president and directors of the 
banks, and that when discounts were applied for, they would say " we can't do it— Lee, the 
broker can — away to Lee." Two per cent a month, &c., followed, of course. This may or 
may not be so^-but as Lee is a fair spoken, ]3lausible person, and as Allen quotes Barker's 
case, and says they all do it, I wrote a friend in Buffalo to send me all the papers containing 
the trial or any psut of the proceedings, as Barker was the prosecutor, and the case of unusual 
interest to the whole countr}'. Here is the result. " Buffalo^ Nov. 30, 1843. W. L. Macken- 
" zie, Sir : General Barker has just concluded his speech m the trial of John R. Lee, the 
"cashier, for perjury in swearing to felse returns. The evidence contains some strange 
" develo|nnents in banking. The judge proceeds with his charge— the verdict you will get 
« to-morrow. The trial excites much interest, and the newspapers containiuF die b^t report I 
" will send to you." Soon after, the N. Y. papers said he was acquitted, and my friend wrote 
again—-" Every Buffalo paper is silent on the details of Lee's trial--he was acquitted, but there 
" was perjury or its equivalent somewhere, and enough of it too. Why the public journals, 
"which often copy very unimportant issues in the courts, should have all omitted this very 
" important one, you c^ guess as near the truth as, yours truly." The end of the Brnffhlo banks, 
13 in all, was hopeless insolvency, fraud in not a fow, and the honest part of the community 
in Ohio, New York, Canada, Indiana, dtc., were cheated, as before by van Buren's first bank, 
and by similar characters, too. Had the evidence in Lee's case justified the verdict, or had 
the attorney general been any other than a character steeped in bank corruption ; had he been 
aident to seami for, produce, and duly examine the wimesses that might have been forthcoming, 
eidier woukl Lee's exculpatory testmionv been heralded to his credit, or the v«niict prowd 
aomie atooement to a pillaged people. All may have been right— but I have witaeawa triali 
iaAJ»ft9ta which vrere so muaged a* to m«k» me aoie than aospiciaiie. 
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saitable for eommerce, and yet Dot be exclusively metallic; but it does not 
appear probable that Von Buren had any wish for such a currency at this tiiiMi« 
General Jackson said he knew '' a very good plan of a bank," but when I wrote 
some of his cabinet advisers, they had never seen it. Webster^s language, in 
January, 1834, was very judicious. While he denounced the pets, he said to 
government, tell us of a better plan than the U. S. Bank, and we will adopt it* 
" For the convenience of the government and of the country," said he, " there 
must be some bank, and he should wish to hear the views of the administratioD. 
He was not so wedded to this hank, as not to be willing to hear any otl)er plaa 
which human ingenuity might devise, if any other feasible scheme could be 
devised." 

The following extract from Jackson's Farewell Address of March, 1837, 
appears to me to exhibit other feelings and principles than those of 1829 and 
18;^. Why did he foster the state banks for eight years, and then condemn 
them? 

" The planter, the llinner, the mechanic, and the laborer, aJl know that their success depends 
upon their own industry and economy, and that they must not expect to become suddenly rich 
by the fruits of their toil. Yet these classes of society form the great body of the people of the 
U. S., they are the bone and sinew of the country ; men who love liberty and desire nothing 
but equal rights and equal laws, and who moreover hold the great mass of our national 
wealth, although it is distributed in moderate amounts among the millions of freemen who 
possess it. But, with overw'helming numbers and wealth on their side, they are in constant 
danger of losing their fair influence in the government, and with difficulty maintain their jast 
rights against the incessant efforts daily made to encroach upon then. The mischief springs 
from the power which the moneyed interests derive from a paper currency, which they are 
able to control ; from the multitude of corporations \\nth exclusive privileges, which they have 
succeeded in obtaining in the different states, and which are employed altogether for their 
l>enefit ; and unless you become more watchful in your states, and check this spirit of mono- 
poly and thirst for exclusive privileges, you will in the end find that the most important powers 
of government have been given or bartered away, and that tlie control over your dearest interests 
has passed into the hands of these corporations." 



CHAPTER XXI. 



Albany Bank and State Union. — English mode of Bank Inquiries. — Silas 
Wrif/ht. — JS'ew York Banks protest against Van Bvren'^s Mutual Insurance 
Companij. — N. S. Benton^ a steady Bank Man. — Correspondence on Banks'^- 
Opinions of Old Safety Fundcrs. — Charles Stebbins. — The Dry Dock Bank. — 
George R, Davis. — Peter Robinson. — The Electioneering Commission. — T^e 
Broken Banks^ their Villainy and Rottenness. — The Watervliet Bank. — T. 
IV, Olcott'*s Bond. — Bank fyf Lyons. — Dishonest Receivers. — Egbert Olcott, 

Van Bur en's Safety Fund Act of 1829, is a regular union of bank and state ; 
the state was to protect the banks and lo control them.* He found that to carry 

• The Bitnkrt in Nivv York— tlie Merchants', City, Mechnnics*, PI oenlx, Union, Tradeemen'?, and Bank of 
Anurira— wJshr»(l jeiiewal", hUi tlioy objected to ilie bill, In Senate, March 20. that it was wroiur to make tli» 
w l.oli* of fhr linnkt) rcisfxmsible for fach*other'« eoiiduct and mHnageiuent— that in 40 yean? only five clianert^ 
n y bnnkf* hHd tHlUti— tiiat uiihout n paid up cnpitnl and faithful and capable director*", Van Buien's plaai would 
be nt reiiH'dy at all, rimI wiih these, ii was rv»t required— that the three comniisHoners wonid be a delusion «»f 
ilM? niibljr, and a lalpe. ill-grojinded Mjcwrity, because no three men could nialcp the comph'te inHpedioiiK, in- 
quiries and exnminntloiis tiecessary to fulfil the intention ol the jiropoaed law, and onpiTficial inquiries wouM 
deceive tim solvent, well mannard banks, encourage fraud, and deeply injure the wmn try in the long rnn — that 
ihe power uiven to the Sccri-iory of the Treasury ut ins»|)eel ilie conduct of the U. S. Bank liad prov»d deluHve, 
Win vasii aniouitt of delalriiii«in iiaving nearly ruined it before lie knew that anythiiff was wrong— that n«i pnovi 
slon had b(!eu made that a real and competent capital should berequiied when new ebarieni were granted, no* 
that Thestofk ^onld t>o into th«; hand:* of real bona fide «tockhold4>r8, and not Into the keeping of speculaton. 
V. Baren dt Co. woukl bav« loat, and tbe people suved luUlions by such an honest provisio i hb this. 

On the 4ih of April, Mr. T. h. Smith asked leave to witliUraw uie niemoriala froiu tlie Nv VT. city banks ; and 
Mr. C. L. Livingston, whose free bank letter* utipear'in thIfi"VoIume, truly remarked, that their maafttert fnn^ 
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his measures, the temper of the times required such a proposition to be artfully 
made then. In 1837, in special session, when the villainy, wholesale as it 
surely was, had been fully accomplished, and the people duly plundered in that 
form — he denounced his old scheme, pretended to be horror-struck at the 
roguery of bank and state unions, and advised their repeal, ^oung said that • 
Roman despotism could not have done a tithe of the injury which the niouopoly 
system had accomplished ; but he forgot, like Van Buren, to tell that he had upheld,. 
nursed, and gained gold by it, in tn^ teeth of Tompkins and Clinton's solemn 
warnings. Van Buren had plundered one class by his sham safety fund ; he 
was now prepared to plunder another by his subtreasury. That scheme would 
make money scarce, and oblige the man who had mortgaged his estate in times 
of plenty of paper, (for paper promises, to pay in gold acd silver in times 6f 
scarcity,) or forfeit the inheritance of his fathers. The bankrupt law of 1842 
was the closing scene. In 1816, 1825, and 1832, the British Parliament had 
questions affecting the currency before them, and special committees called be- 
fore them, and carefully examined bankers, merchants, manufacturers, men of 
skill, science, and experience : the whole was taken down in shorthand and 
printed. Action followed at a future session. One of these reports and the 
evidence forms a large folio. Here the grand question is — What course will 
promote the interest of the leaders of the party f Tedious, though invaluable 
ipquiries, like those made in London, might save millions to the people, but they 
would be too monarchical ! -* 

Such is the* operation of Van Buren's deceptive Safety Fund, concerning; 
which, Silas Wright, in reply to Henry Clay, in the U. S. Senate, Wednesday 
Feb. 26, 1834, said, " I verily believe, that in consulting the safety of the i)ul)- 
lic, it has, in the best manner, consulted the greatest safety of the banks.''* 

Kiw that "the trahi nf ili..a.-tor and enibarra}<!jmeiit that would follow Uio mtoption of the new fangkd liytftuiii 
would be" very cr»':U— ami so it pmved in the lon^ nin. I pre^unio ihat Smith's op|)osiiion wa* iwrt forifini. n— 
fhnt h*? is the Smitli of whom Coddinzton felt afraid, (pages 308 and 209,) and the Soiith whom Polk~ha« tv- 
iDoved fnim office to make way for Gillett. 

In If*-:?') "n V..II Biirmi'a principle of Snfiny (!) SJ9 banks wen; clmrtorcd-ln 1830, only 8—18 in 1811— Ji V^ 
hi 1832—7 in 18:«, and 21 in ia34 nnd lH3i> - in all nin<'ty. On the lii.-t of Jfinuary, 1H37, th'*lr nomiaat ^^ 
capital \nA $32,501,460— their cash 55,.'W'2,3i»7, and tlieir nores in einMilaiioii aw nn.nny Ij!2-2,0fi5,l23. An 'iT- 
fictal account pives* their profits nl more thrui five millions of dolUiri. |:i M;jy thry s:opt"pnv»ii;nt. The Senate 
Joamnl of 1829, shows Uie workina: of the machiiiorj- that y<'ar. N. S. Itenion, of Litilo Falis, recently !he U. S. 
DUirict Attoni'-y for Northern N. V.. and now Secret try of Stan*, was* then a S-nator. He voteti with t lie 
leaden!, bnt went -painst H chartei.s, all of wlilrh were rrjectod. Henton, S. Allen, Bo^nriJu**. TJiro'>p, Stebbins, 
and Haser, tumahawkfid the BuU-hers and Dr<»\-er.s' Dank, bnt a better undurstan'linjf with the r»ir«:ncv was 
bmaght aboat and next year th«» bill pa^iNl. Nearly ihM same parjies unir.d n«»ainHt a.veral other iMintas.* t^tc- 
irfien Allen moved an excellent clnn^ In thi- Safety Fnnd Law, that no director, officer or agent of any charter- 
ed bank shall purchase or be Interested In the purchnw by oth'-rs, of any brink nolo, l)OMd, «»r obli<;ation i>«\jed 
bf any bank for a less snm than the face of said nore, lK>nd, «tc., under a penally. N. S. B"nton save thin h'ln- 
est proposition a decidod nesrotive, and with Lewis Karon. Haydr»n, llaser, StebhinJ«, Wheeler, Wat'Tmun. and 
Bonghton, voted It down ! No wonder they made E«ton a bank commisvintier, and president of tlie City Bunk 
in Buffalo. 

• Our Secretary of State, N. S. Benton, is a vpry snitabb; iu'^uinbont for those wito elected htm. I!i«« vot«»s la 
tlieS'nate show that he it> nmen to rh" very cor*-. His ofUce i-« tin; rccomp .•n'c- of factious servitud;'. Mo is a ilu- 
lUicate of Dr. Suth'jrla d of Philadelphia, wlunit letter forms No. 93, p-jge \&l of O.rro'pondence. The lattiT 
avowed frankly what all trading polUicians think. Thcv rr-ally hold the massed in conirmpr, an>l nev«;r hf'sitafc 
•« lo means, providcil Uiey may gain their selfish ends. Vet these men are .--uccesst^il while li:tle reirard is p:iid 
by tht! jH'ople to bonc'sr, capable, nnobtrusivf persons. Dr. Sutherland's avowals, one would have thonght, wtin'd 
have excluded hitn thereafter from jioliiical favor : ••Mdyet ho has scarcely bei-n onlof otfic; ever since ! the jK'ople 
orPhil:uk>'phia and tlie U. S. jjoverimient grantiug alrn;»:*t all his re{pi"st"», boih f.»r him6;-If an:l family ! Is rlie 
reader surprised that Swiss multiply ? Docs ir. n'>i s'oni that, as the Uible tells ns of old times, the people luvo 
to be cheated, and heap honors on their df c -ivers with tlioir f-yis opt-n 1 

While Van Buren*s i;eneral measure was bef )rt' the Senate, Stt-phon Allen propo!«ed to iiuprovo it by a pro- 
vukm, that each bank certify on oath that Us cnpilal was paid np and entire before its chirtcr could he ren-nvtl. 
Uiat no dividend bii made outcf r.-al profit?*, thai none of thu capit i| b? dlvld'M except by virtue of law, U'ld that 
ttie funds of the bank should not be tisetl by the manasrors in s{)eculatin{f in the stocks of other companies. ji'mI 
Aney stocks in general. S.cretary Benton was almo:Jt *loqin-nt in hi< opposition to this prop isal. and, wirl» 
Porter, Hubbard, Hayden. Stebhins, and (Ice. B. Throip. Wvi Auburn banker, voted ncainsi it — bnt he vot-'d for 
ibe bill itsdf, of courise, and aI>?o f««r the charters of tl»" Mohawk Bank, Bank of Mnnroc, Farmers and Meclnu- 
k»\ Lockpiirt. Ithaca, Yau-s Co., Utica, Pntnrtm C«>., &:. 

Charles Su'bbins, too, wa** a steady, unprniriplnd instrutu'^nt of Van Biiren, in these limc^i. lie took his «fiat 
io Uie senate for the .'Jlh <iistrict, in Januaiy, 18'2;>~vot;d steailily for ih" party chfirtersln 1899, and aga'n< im- 
pravements for the pro'^ction of tlie honest stockholder and bill -holder — proved himself fit to be a go-bet wet^n for 
iI)B Regency and the Banks— sat as president of the senate, when Throop toik Van Barents place—and when bis 
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Twelve years after, at Albany, as Governor, (Jan. '46,) Mr. Wright changed 
his tone, and said that '^ That l^islation which equalizes the benefits and bur- 
dens of gbVemment, and attempts to secure no special advantages to any, will 
difiuse prosperity throughout a community • . . . attempts to confer favors by 
law upon classes or localities, produce a competition destructive to profitable 

industry ; a strife, not to earn but to gain the earnings of others The 

tendency of this false system is to separate capital from productive labor, and, 
carried out to its full extent, will produce the singular result, that he who labors 
least may accumulate the most, and he who works the hardest may know the 
most want." These latter views are borrowed firom Burke — are correct — and 

term was mt, Tiiioop and tiie Senate made him the bank commisgioner of the state, much to the delight of the 
bankiL who wanted a bank-Jobber and not astern, upriglit agent, to exercise the inquisitorial powers, nani«d tn 
the bill to make it palatable to the million, but never meant to be used for their benefit. On the 6th of M^r* 
1887, wlion tlie Dry Dock Bank, N.'Y., shut its doors on the public, owing its stockholders $45O/)0O— to country 
banks fS80,000-to other city banks $316,500— to depositors S164iWO— to the U. 8. $80,000, as apet— to the N. 
Y. State treasury, as a pet at Albany also— and to its bUlholders $300,000 nearly— one of the SAFETY Fund Com- 
missionora stood on the steps of the Bank and assured the citizens that he had examined it, and all was safe ! ! It 
had just $15,705 in specie— $400,000 of its funds had been lent to three Wall street leeches, to speculate on, nai. 
the directors pretended that they did not kpow it ! ! Who suffered for the false books, fklse entries, fklse inspec- 
tiontf, and false directors la this case 1 No one. The Argus and the Atlas babble about equal rights, and mock 
the victims of party crime, alw^i^s with impunitif. 

Geone R. Davis, of Troy, was little troubled with principle, not without ability, and paid his court aasiduonsly 
to T. w. Olcott In the Assembly, in the winter of 1830, he was fishing for the office of bank commlBsioiier 
and declared in debate that he was the uncompromising enemy of the United States Bank, and would never cease 
his hostility till it ceased to exist Olcott was delighted, and in 30 days Davis was a bank commissionef, through 
Olcott's influence, for the N. Y. banks had then no vote. In 1831, we find the banks sending tlieir commisHioiier, 
to the Icaialatiire, as Us Speaker, 01 to 90, while Peter Robhwon, of Broome, the Speaker of 1829, who imd voted 
aninst the whole scheme as ii^jurious to his country, was ostracised. 

BCi^r Reeee, the Commissioner appointed by the western banks, was not, like Btebbins and Davis, a follower 
of Van Buren, but the party located new banks west, changed the vote next time, displaced Reese, elected Lewla 
> Eaton, a fHend of Silas Wright, and the three bank commissioners then formed no available travelling, electioiH 
eeriug committee, to advance Van Buren, Marcy, Flasg, Hoyt, Butler and Wright's fortunes, duly sahtried 
and pakl by a generous public. Bills were passed firom time to time for lending out the State funds to this pet 
bank, or that, at a low rate of interest, on which large profits were made by the borrowers, with a secret va- 
derstandinf that certain men should have certain sums lent them. The machinery was made to suit till 
1837, and then a new leaf was turned over to get more gain to the few by deceiving their brother men. 

When the banks refused to redeem their issues, or repay the fnnds deposited in their vaults, in May, 1837, the 
people fotmd no safety hi the safety fund. Those who required specie had to sell bank notes for what they 
would fetch to obtain it. To meet absolute insolvencies nearly two millions of dollars have been paid since 
1839, part by the banks and part by the state. 

Erastus Commg, Albert Lester, and B. B. Talcott, the Senate's Committee, January, 1845, state that the di- 
rectors and managers of the following broken banks, viz : the City Bank, Buffalo, [Attorney General BarkerV,J 
the Bank of Buflalo, the Commercial Bank of Buffhlo, tlie Wajrne Co. Bank, the Bank of Lyons, the Commcr- 
cial Bank of Oswego, and the Clinton Co. Bank, each of them insolvent safety fund concerns, took care to re- 
quhe neither bond nor security, either from their casliiers, tellers, clerks, or other officers, to ensure theh faithful 
conduct, and protect the stockholders and the public against embezzlements. Van Buren*s regency commiraion- 
ers wmked at all this, and their whig succensors were not one whit more clear-sighted. The Watervliet Bank 
to«>k an excellent security m the prudent and i^oiis T. W. Olcott, but the understandinc between the chaiicellar 
and his receiver seems to be that the creditoraof the bank do not need that money. I find none of the reports of 
the Receivers on the Senate's journal, but enough of matter in which society have a much siuailer interest. 
There were $1,931343 due to the Bank of Buffalo, when it failed, Nov. 1841 ; Walworth appointed S. Y. Austin, 
Reeeiver, hi 1842, and up to Jan. 1845, he had collected only $83,839. Out of $543,430 of notes and obligations due 
by the public to tlie Clinton Bank, which failed, April, 1842, the receiver had collected but $76,019 in several 
years— and the Lyons Bank (worse still) had yielded to T. R. Strong of Palmyra, the Receiver,only $37,445, out of 
$385,608 of debts. The Senate's Committee tell, that of the good notes, well secured, or sood bonds, belonging 
to tlie Commercial Bank of Buffalo, tlie Bank of Buffalo, and the Clinton Co. Bank, and which could have been 
collected in full, the (democratic) Receivers had, in certain cases, sold the notes to the debtors or their friends, or 
compromised the debts, FOR NOMINAL SUMS, thus defrauding the people of the state, putting its justice to 
ahsme, and caut<in|; the enemies of American freedom to rejoice at these new evidences of its feeblenera. As if 
m mockery of the mjured, Messrs. Corning, Lester, and Talcott gravely recommend tliat all further investigations 
needful to protect the people, may !« referred to Attorney General John Van Buren ! See Senate Doc. 18, 18tf . 

I find, by reference to Senate Doc No. 118, of last year, that the Receiver of the Watervliet Bank, fai which 
Culonel Young was a large stockholder, had informed the Senate's Committee that the cashier of that bank had 
fled the country, and that he " is suppotted to have been guilty of official misconduct of the grossest character, and 
to have embezzled in various ways a large amount of the funda of tlie Bank." The affairs of this Bank have 
been a long time hi the hands of this Ruceiver, (appointed by Chancellor Walworth, whose duty it is to make 
him fulfill bis obligationsj but although a bond aigned by Thomas W. Olcott, and Theodore Olcott, his brother, 
in the penalty of $20,000, is in his hands, as a security that Egbert Olcott, (the runaway delinmient cashier,) 
would do his duty, and act honestly to the Bank ; and although the Olcotts are wealthy and the Bank insolvent 
through the misconduct of thehr relative, the Receiver's last report is, that " no part <»{ said bond has been col- 
lected, nor any suit brought thereon.** The Watervliet BanR fhiled in March, 1843 ; lis assets amounted to 
$302.379— and the R«>ceiver (Who is hel) bad up to January, 1845, collected only $19,450 of the money. C. 
Murdock, who succeeded E. Oloott, as cashier, wrote Comptroller Flagg, April 37, 1843, that the Farmers and 
Mechanics' Bank then held $50,063 of the paper of the Watervliet, on whteh it had agreed to pay Interest The 
assets of the Wayne Ca Bank, consistinff of indgmcnta, mortcBfes, bonds, notes, s^oclu. and real estate, amoua^ 
;ng to $335,000, were sold by anction at Rochester, fbr $13,000, hi July, 1846. This shows what safMy fiukta^ 
eommisiioners, reeelven, and chancery Injanctioiis are worth to the pdbUc as a proteetkm firom fraud. 



FLAGO, HOYT) MARCY, AND' THE FREE BANKS. 95 

•i yananee with the governor's conduct as a politician, for the last twenty*two 
years of his life. 

To that valuable class of citizens who have the time and opportunity to read, 
reaaon, and reflect, the letters of Fla^, Livingston and Cutting, and the remarks 
of Marcy, in pages 174 to 182 of this volume, must prove very interesting. 
When the privileged system had been pushed to its umost limit by the j^ded 
haoka of party, and no more money could be made on that tack, they wheel 
aboiit for pelf and popularity, abuse their own handywork, and go for banks, 
with a circulation founded on Arkansas, Illinois, Mississippi, Michigan, Penn- 
Qflvama, and other state debts, and with privileges, the character of which the 
Korth American Trust Co., and kindred coalitions of knavery, too soon deve- 
loped. Marcy, page 174, boldly denounces the system that had placed Van 
Bvrenatthe head of the nation, Flagg would blow " the lobby" sky high, 
waA look forward from Plattsburgh banks and regency banking, with '^ scenes of 
le|^rdl!iiig and corruption," to times to come, in which a " decent regard to 
moral m official purity" would be preserved by the party : Marcy (p. 175) 
woaM t»rrow Hoyt's experience to enable him to throw down Van Buren's 
atep-ladder, now no longer needed : Flagg would demolish the usury laws, and 
dow; the mvaridous to exact cent per cent, if the necessities of their debtors 
WwM •eorapel auch conditions (p. 176) : Livingston would put a stop to all 
bgMation ifi favor of " chartered nuisances :" Young was ready to draw his 
*^ drippings of unclean legislation " from the banks, and lend cash on mortgage 
at uaorious rates, denounced from Genesis to Revelations, if the usury law 
0^Id be jgot rid of (p. 177, &c.) : and Hoyt and Butler would squeeze from 
ika mtvebants their last dollar, through the Custom House and Betts's Courts, 
to apecOlate with it, through the free bank of Beers, Stilwell & Co. in Wall 
(p. 179). 



CHAPTER XXII 1. 

*' Vice is undone if she forgets lier birth, 
I And stoops from Angels to the dregs of earth ; 

But 'tis the fall degrades her to a whore ; 
Let greatness own her, and she's mean no more. 
Her birth, lier beauty, courts and crowds confess ; 
Chaste Matrons praise her, and grave Bishops bless. 
Hear her black trumpet through the land proclaim 
That I^ Not to bk Corrupted ! .Q is the shame. 
Ill solcuer, churchman, patriot, man of power, 
'Tis avaiice all, ambition is no more." 

Jadhon EhciimieenHQ. — Jackson in the ^Saddle. — Keep Congress pure, — Steven- 
itrn^s Crenuhie Golden Bait.— Wickliffe^s Experience. — Duane^s Thoughts. — 
Kmg €fwrge*9 «S>/are Market, — Who^s the Story Teller. — Stevenson fond of 
Wheeling . —Blair and Ritchiej or a Peep behind the Screen.-^ Claif'^s Puzzle^ 
and Wrighi^s and Pen^h Votes. — Stevenson gets to London. — Polk and Slid- 
isU, — Ritrkie^s Hypocrisy.-^ He swallows the Gilded Bait. — A Peep at Wal- 
ker. — BAtehk AQ years ago, — The Washington Slave Mart. — Congress Sharn^ 
hies. — Wilkinsj nuchanan^ Barbour^ Old Garrow^ Canibfeleiig^ Ellis y McLane^ 
MMsnhurg^ ffC. 

After the election of John Quincy Adams by the House of Representatives, 
ttd when General Jackson had been again announced as a candidate for the 
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office of President, he resigned his seat in the senate, and left the people to infer 
what he would do if elected, by placing on record certain principles In hii letter 

of resignation. The following is an extract : 

5;^ '• Wiil^a view to .sustain more eflectually, in practice, the axiom which divides the three 
5j' great classes ol power inut iiuJcpenilent. constitutional checks*, I would impo^ a provifiioo 
5^ rcmlering any meinl>er cU" congress ineligible to otiice under the general government, durii^ 
icy ilic term lor which he was elccieil, anil tor iui> years therealter. The effect of such a con- 
2:V siiiiuional provision is t>b\'io«s. By it Congress, in a considerable degree, would be d(Ni 
rQr ironi the connection with the Exe^^uiive De^iaruncnt, which at present gives Htrong growMb. 
?C^ ofapprelicnsion anil jealousy on tlie part ol the people. But it" this change in the constitiK 
O" tion slioulil not Im? obtained, and important apjpomtments continue to devdvc on thetlej^ire- 
^f seniaiives in Congress, it requires no depth ol thought to be convinced that corruption wfll 
Q* be the order ol the day."* 

Mr. Adams had appointed Henry Clay, a Senator, his Secretary of SUtai 
The ahove Mas meant as a rebuke to Adams, and no doubt written with tb# 
view of injuring the popularity of Adams and Clay, and with reference to ii^ 
next election. Like Polk's pledge to stand by the Baltimore resolutions on the 
54th degree and naturalization, it was perfectly fair if it had been done 'ui mx^ 
cerity and good faith. 

I have shown that Jackson was so forgetful of principle as to attevnpt tft 
seduce Duane to abandon his principles or resign, by offering him the rich toil 
of the Russian embassy. What course did he pursue with Andrew StevensOAlf 

* Cotupluint scemit ns unnvaiiinp here as it was t>eliive(1 to be in England Ihiny yrnrs ago. In ti letter to tbe 
cilitor ol' liic Ky. Observer, tlatuil April 8, 1837, R. Wicklifle frankly aJnilts, that '' extnivagmiiGe Ato inH^wimi 
in tliu poblic expetiilitun.s until ih«.-y amount lo n^ariy forty millioiui annaaliy ; jf^MfusRa op con«^kbm.4U 

ALIKK UOUOHT AND SOI.]) IN THK F.\ ECUTIVK MAKKKT HOUSK, TIIK WHOLK RKVKKtJK AVn KC80im<^a OP tU 
COtNTR V HAVK DKKN DKVOt KD TO THK CORRUPnoX AND POLLL'TIUN OP THE SLKOVIVI F&AMCIfin, tn W l hi t | 1 i i[i% 

tile priiss uiui in tlic or^nnizatiim of cor|M of office hunters and office holders, wiUi nieaiw to carry our ei«^kiiM 
by hrilH-ry and fnii-eluKxI." It is the $anio now, and Avor^c than It was wlien 'Wiekliflb penned hla **«c«thil^ 
epistle." Even in ISI8, in Novt.>inl>cr, Col. Dunne had to admit in the Jlurora, the press of FmoUlin, th«t .^^ 
evils of our pre>' ni form of covcriunent, ol)vi()usly arise from tills difference of characters, between tiiefepreseni- 
atives amonjr the people, and ihe representatives assembled toffcUier ! Tile syiii|»athies of ambition, »e{f-iiitere«t, 
vtinity, pride, liol<l all the nietuhcrs of govcinnient tO{rether : they have u common interest to keep faithful to one 
another— !o clieat th** jioople- to oppress tlicni, and Mrip thcni or all power and privileges, that can any way in- 
terfere witli the {rratlticalion of their passions. Like the monks in ihcir cloister, consecrated in the name of God, 
iliey become ilie iiistiuinenls ol the devil. Collected to protect lil>eriy, they l>ccome in fact a elan of tyrants, iu 
the cn^e ol till' bank stfstnn, wo ini^ht almost say, a band ofrttbbcrs. All governments are naturally jealous of 
the p;)\ver of the p(op"le, and ours is not a whit less so ttmn'tlie mnst dc;4po<ic in Eui'0|)e or Asia!" 

Wi- boast of our poIiii<-,al purity, as compared to Europe. Have we cause for so doing? It is true w<j nr« not 
ipine so l)a<l in some respects a" tlio Irish ;,'overnmcut. We do not get our ♦•xeruiivcs to lend members of con- 
sp S.S money without iutt rcsr, ns Pitt did, but the money is pincnl where able and plaiisible tools in Congress wiU 
not find it inarcessii)ie -in tieasnry biink!". Henry Oratttin, M. P., not many years ogQ, publislKtl the Life of hia 
reiel)rat(d t'atiier. Ih.iiry (>rana:i ;' and from that work I select Uie following pasaage, in order that Americans 
may compare the old ninde of buying knaves with the new : 

"The leitois of Lord Biickinirham [Lord Lieutenant of Irelanfd], show by what menus the cause of the people 
was di feaiod, ami wliat iIih Viceroy considen'd to be rknokrino a SKhVlCK to his sovkrkion. CorruptiiiK 
hotit Houses ot Parliament, in order to keep the (teoplc in sJnvor}* ; ilcgnuliof the Peers to purchase the Commons ; 
prostituting the pension list — :hat pulf in whijh he proiKXHd that his majutty shoukl hiy the turbulent phantom 
of public spirit in Ireland; thej:c were Ihe fitihig opcuimtious of the Viceroy ; this was what he calls ' kmi'Luy- 
iNG HIS TIME lo TUK BUST oV HIS MAJKSTv's sKRvicE.* The l)eclRratk)n of lUffhts proposed by Mr. Grattao, lie 
called an ^ iniinoper measure ;' but the purchase of t)ie House of Conmonii, and the buying its members, he am- 
hidercd good for the Kitiu's s<>rviee ; and so intent on his obiject did he seem to be, tlmt he dcclartd ' no difficulty 
Fliould remain with him. when his conduct was marked out, bk it what it miuiit.* He had not only entangled 
hiniself, but embarrassed the King : having, ns he said, ^ (omtracted >B«oLtTTi£ knoaokmknts to skciirk >. 
Majority in thk not sk or commons ' He had thus involved his n>yal loaMer hi ttih illrtct bribery, fiar it ap- 
p« nrri that the Viceroy would not have acted in the trade of corruption witiiout pO^liYe ofderg; an4 lie acconl- 
legly Ptnte«l that ' lu" had received the Kino's dirkciions to op^mse the measures of the patriot's to tub utmost 
OK HIS pQwbK.' Tiie King's commands were not to truiMiiit tliu bills ; aud for such iiervkoa mwa Were to bt re- 
waid'dr' 

t Andrrw STKVfrNsov is now an old man — he is a native of Virginia, where he was long a 
practising lawrer, his practice being his sole dependenbe. He was long in Congress, and 
A\-as elected Speaker of ttie House of Representatives, in December, -itil^ over J: W. Tajrior, 
of N. Y., the Adams candidjiie. He haa the support of the Albany Regency, or Van 3uren 
men. 1 tliink he took h\s scat in Congress six years before, in Deceml»er, 1831, for his native 
.stnte. Tn IH'Z*, ho was vcJjcmcnt in his opposition to Jackson, and Crawford was his Aivorite 
. — he voted for him in the House, February, 1825. In a letter, in the National intell^ncer, 
Oct, 14, 1828, by John Sloane, M. C, of Ohio, [from Richmond Enquirer,] Sloane stales, that 
at the beginning of the session of 18Sb-6, just as the Hci^ ^iTas about to ballot for Speaker, 
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On the 22(1 of May, 1834, President Jackson nominated Andrew Stevenson, 
then presiding in the H. of R., to be Envoy Extraordinary to the court of Lon- 
don, doubtless as the reward of his subservience to the Executive. Mr. Clay 
moved an inquiry as to when Stevenson was first promised this $9,000 a year 
and $9,000 outfit, by a president who, when he wanted the people's votes, had 
a holy horror at influencing the free deliberations of the people's representative* 
by holding out expectations of wealth and power to leading congressmen wh<> 
would be pliant and servile. The documents were produced by the President 

Sicven?K>n, ti-ho with Taylor and Campbell were candidates for the cliair, said, " Elect me 
Speaker, and by God I'll susuiin the administration" — (Adams and Clay.) He was na( 
elccicl, and he iurncd to Jaclcsoii and against tiie men then in power. Stevenson denied that 
he had so saiil; hiU Governor Dranch, when the unit cabinet broke up, stated that Jaclreon 
had expresseil great contempt for Stevenson. If so, he toolv a sober second thought, and Ste- 
venson proved such a strict and steady partisan that the party kept him seven years in the 
Speaker's chair. He resigned on June 2d, 1834, his ollice and seat, under the pressure of a. 
** severe and continued indisposition," which Jackson appears to have cured by the ofier of a 
mission tu London. 

Jackson sci a less value on Stevenson than Van Buren did. Stevenson's cunning, ia» 
triifuin* turn, suited Van Buren. Governor Branch says: " When, sir, I separated from 
General Jack.son, but a short time previous to his determination to appoint Mr. Stevenson 
miuisicr to the Court of St. James, he did not regard him as ' worth the powder and ball it 
woald take to kill him.* This very expression 1 have heard used or assented to by him, and 
candor compels me to admit that I heartily concurred with General Jackson in his estimate of 
Mr. Stevenson's worth." 

When the dispute arose in Congress about which set of New Jersey members were, or 
would be admitted to be, tiik siUUk members, and it became apparent that the decision would 
give one party or the other the selection of a Speaker, Van Buren's editor, Blair, through tt* 
Glofie^ gave the uninitiated a hint of the uses to which Speakers are put, in the wonts aiul 
sentences which follow : 

X^^^OrzanlzaUa}iofthcHonscofRcprescntaticcs. — We perceive that the public mind is 
|"> strongly awakened" in regard to the preparations of the Federal party to get command of 
f3r Ihe House of Represt»ntatives by their fraud in the election of members and falsification of 
0» reiorns afterwards. If they can foist on the Representative body spurious members 
fCr enough to make a majority in the opening, there is no doubt they will hold it to the end. 
ii^Thc command of the Speakership will give them the committees — among them the 
J^ Comniiuec of Elections. Their report will conform to the interest of the appointing party, 
5C3r and the same dishonest majority which would conspire to get a control of the House by 
JjT counterfeiting members, would vote to maintain it." 

Polk's editor, Ritchie, then of the Richmond Enquirer, was equally off* his guarxl. In terror 
he exclaimetl— " Have the whig party become desperate 1 Arc they determined at all events 
to seize the reins— TO CARRY A SPEAKER for the next congress— AND HE TO SHAPE 
OUT THE WHOLE STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF THE WHIGS V'—Eiyrnircr, Nov. C, 1838. 

" The command of the Speakership will ^ve them the committees," and the report of the 
committees " will conform to the interest ol the appointing party." Van Buren writes from 
Kinderhook that Blair is the very best of authority — ^and hence it is evident tliat it was the 
usage of Speaker Stevenson's committees, and, of course, Speaker Polk'.s, to make their re- 
forms to suit " the interest of the appointing party !" Here is the reason why the administra- 
vlion of justice is too orteu a reproach and a bjr-word, and the profligate expenditimis and 
appmpriationsof the pany always sustained, and inquiry stifled m the grand inquest of the 
nation. The majority, who elect the President, send congressmen, who elect a Speaker who will 
appoint committees to suit the Jackson, Polk or Van Buren of the da)-- and these committees 
will be deaf to the dishonesty of the worst men their leader may appoint. A Butler, Hoyt, 
Wetmore, Steven.son, Lawrence, Edmonds, Woodbur)^, McNulty, or J. Van Buren, is im- 
pregnable uuder such a system, by which the popular part of our free constitution becomes a 
screen lor iniquity and crime. " Sir." said J. CI. Adams, to the Speaker, during the Texarf 
debate, June l*i, l638, " the Standing Committees are the eyes, the ears, and in a very great 
de^e, the judgment of this House. They are instituted for that very end. They are ap- 
pointed to meet the subjects sent to us, to consider them, and mature them for om* action." 
Qeoeral Dromgoole admitted the correctness of the Globe's statement, when he owned that his 
conuainee had reported on many resolutions of legislatures and petitions firom citizens, withoat 
qpentng or looidng at or into one of them ! 
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Ope of tbem was a letter from E. Livingston, sec. of state, to Speaker Steven- 
son, dated 15th of March, 1833, (fifteen months bbfore his NOMiNATroN ! ! !) 
in these words — '' Sir : I am directed by the President to inform youj CONFI- 
DENTIALL Y", that as soon as advices shall be received that the British govern- 
jMnt consent to open negotiations with this, which are daily expected^ it is his in- 
tention to offer you the place of Minister to the Court of St. James^ and he requests 
thaiy should this appointment be agreeable to yov, you would hold yoursfAf in 
readiness to embark in tlie course of the summer^ Another letter was from T. 
Ritchie to W. B. Lewis, objecting to filling up of Van Buren's London berth 
with a congressman, without letting the senate know about it. The President 
declared that he never knew that Stevenson had answered the letter of Living- 
stoni On June 24th, the senate, 23 to 22, negatived Stevenson's appointment, 
made under such suspicious circumstances. But among the Senators who ap- 
proved of Jackson's plan of offering an American Speaker a high office, " con- 
lidentially,'' 15 months before he left the chair to accept it, and thus keeping 
the golden bait always before his eyes, although he and his fellow members 
might be called to take a bold stand against executive encroachments, were ' 
^^ Silas Wright, g(^ T. H. Bonton, ^^> King of Ala. (now minister to 
Fi-ance,) gtg* Wilkins, §^ Polk's teacher, Grundy, i^ Isaac HilL i^ Tall- 
madge, \^ Van Buren's Sec, Forsyth, J^ and John Tyler ! Among the nays 
were Clay, Calhoun, Ewing, Clayton, Webster, and Poindexter. But the 
Senate was defeated in the long run. In May, 1835, Andrew Stevenson might 
hiave been seen presiding in that mockery of a people's convention for the nation 
which nominated Martin Van Buren for the next presideucy-r— and in due time 
Jackson's pledge to his unworthy confederate was redeemed, and Stevenson 
sent ambassador to J^ondon. It was Stevenson that put Polk * at the head of 

* Since 1835, President Polk's mentor and advocate, Ritchie, has so veered about from Jackson's 
principles to Jackson's practice as to consent that congressmen and editors may be rewarded hy 
the executive, as ambassadors, judges, and cabinet ministers [see Correspondence, p. 214 to 
216] — he has even admitted that on a rare occasion, one of them, at least, may accept ^40,000 
a year (himself, for instance), as printer to senate, house of representatives, and president. In 
accord^ce with this new definition of a boundary or lenre against coniiption, President Polk 
save James Buchanan tlie vast power and patronage of the secretary of states office ; and per- 
haps thai was settled, like the presidential candidate question, fl^o«/ the tivie of the last Baltimore 
Convention. That Buchanan knew the use of that power may be inferred from his speech in 
senate, 1838, where he said that " When a man is once appointed to office, all tlic seLfish pas- 
sions of his nature are enlisted for the purpose of retaining it. The office-holders are the 
enlisted soldiers of that acUiiinistration by whicn they are sustained. Their comfortable exist- 
ence often depends upon the re-<^lection of their patron." Tihe Secretaryship of the Treasu^-, 
with ilH ten to twelve millions of patronage, he gave to Robert J. Walker. Thus did he enlist, 
two very conspicuous members of congress, ana by so doing gave " strong gi ounds of apprehen- 
sion and jealousy on the part of the people,'* " that corruption will be the order of the day' with 
him, however regular he may have been at college prayers in North Carolina, or his man 
Butler at " stated preachings'^ at Sandy Hill. 

Secretary Walker is a native of Northumberland, Pa., in which ptate his father, Jonathan 
tV'alker, was a county judge, and 1 believe a teacher of youth. The Secretary is a la\^7er ; 
began his political career in his native state ; and, on his emigration to Missis-sippi, entered into 
many speculations, partly in lands and contracts. He is said to have owned ^0,000 worth of 
lands in Texas, and he certainly gave its annexation to the U. S., as a new field for the cultiva- 
tion of slavery, all the sup^port that Polk or Johnson could have desired. In the Senate, he was 
Mendhr to the principle of the last bankrupt law — perhaps, for a like reason with St il well, the 
IT. S. Marshal here — for Horace Greeley, in the Tribune of Dec. 8th, says he " has been deep 
enough in credit, speculation, and paper money — is now a bankrupt— and in 1834 wrote in 
favor of a national bank, and tlie restoration of 'the deposits" thereto. The Tribune publishes 
a letter of his, dated Natchez, March 1, 1834, as lblIo"«T5 : 

•' Dear Sir : As I promised at our parting to give you my views on any subject which might 
be interesting to our common constituents, I hasten to say that Mississippi will with great una- 
nimihr sustam you on the Depasit (Question. In fact, the public voice demands a restoration of 
th6 Depdsits, and the creating a Bank to supply a general currency. A State Bank can no 
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the Ways and Means in 1834. It was Polk who, when John Slidell had been 
elected to Congress from La., closed his trust with the people by sending him 
out to Mexico, without asking the senate's consent. How many salaries, out- 
fits, and Mexican and Russian ambassadors has the Union paid since 1828, M. 
C's inclusive 1 

more supply and govern the general currency than a State Grovenunent can direct and control 
the afidirs of the Nation. Go on ; your constituents are with you ; the country must be relieved 
firom the frightful scenes of disnress which have visited us. Yours truly, 

R. J. WALKER.* 

Walker's appointments in this State have been much influenced by his coUeagrue, Mafcy. 
In general, they could not well be worse than they are. Our cu.stom-house, the headquarters of 
indrlgue and corruption for the city, is under his especial supervision and care. The pious Polk 
invokes providence, omnipotence, heaven, and all that is good and great, to stiide him—and 
then pitches upon a secretary of the treasury from the repudiating state of Misfiiasippi — that 
secretary the prince of speculators — and whose moneyed transactions were so situated that he 
could not pay van Buren for his furniture, and had judgments against him advertised for saje 
in the Natchez Courier, by the Union Bank of Mississippi, for some t^venty-five to fifty thousand 
dollars, which that paragon of banks sadly needed to pay the gulled and caeated people. I say 
nothing of the last noU of hand. If the apuit of seventy-six is the spirit that now animates Ahmd- 
rican bosoms, I shall be justi£ed in these strictures, even upon those who sit highest in the con^- 
dence of the freemen of America. 

In John C. Spencer's edition of De Tocqueville, I find the remark, " I have heard of patrl- 
fi^rotism in the United States, and it is a virtue which may be found amon^ the people, but 
Ji^never among the leaders of the peonle. In all governments, whatever thejx nature may 
Ji^e, servility will cower to force, and adulation wiU cling to power. It would have been. 
f;^impossible for the sycophants of Louis XIV. to flatter more dexterously" than the cour- 
tiers of America. Jefferson, writing to Thomas M'Kean, Feb. 2, 1801, tells him that 
j:^" Interferences at elections, whether of the state or federal government, by officers of the 
g^atter, should be deemed cause of removal ; because the constitutional remedy by the cleo- 
JS^ive principle becomi's nothing if it may be smothered by the enormous patronage of the 
Digeneral government." Now, if interference with the freedom of elections is baa, axe not 
temptations to the electors, by the executive, to betray those who elected them much worse 1 

In a letter to President Madison, which I find in the Richmond ENauiRER, by T. 
Ritchie, dated June 29, 1810, the appointment of Buckner Thurston and Benjamin Howard, 
both members of Congress, the one to be a judge, and the other the governor of a territory (by 
the President), is stejuly reprobated, because that so long as they were " invested with the 
l^slative character, it is the duty of the President to leave it around them." 

President Madison is reminded that the patriot, Macon, had moved the following amend- 
ment to the constitution a few months previous : " No>«nator or representative, after having 
taken his seat, shall, during the time for which he was elected, be eligible to any civil ap- 
pointment under the authority of the United States, nor shall any person be eUgible to any 
such appointment until the expiration of the Presidential term, during which such person 
shall have been a senator or representative." 

The editor of The Union, that now is — the man whose son is lessening the number of oppo- 
sition writers, by violence, and who himself abused me, at the desire of President Polk, r* 
braving the daneer of exposing state criminals high in power, through their own confessions 
— ^promul|fatcd the following pure doctrines in 1810 : 

** Sir, it ever the Executive branch, in this country, acquires an undue ascendancy over the 
legislature, it will not be, as it is now in France, through the sword — but by anruptum, as it 
is in Great Britain. It is true, sir, that no placcmaK or poisioner can sit on the floor of Con- 
gress, as they do in Parliament— but places and appointments may now be scattered amon^ 
those who sit on that floor. 

" WiU you mark the danger of this distribution of offices 1 Will not the senator or rcnrcscB- 
tative, who wishes for an executive gift, alwa\«s take care to consult the executive wishes, in 
his measures ot votes 1 Instead of watching the misconduct of the President, will he not con- 
nive at it 1 Will not Cerberus sleep because he wishes for a sop 1 If the President shouW have 
evil designs to accomplish, here then are instruments disciplined to Ms hand — a fair exchange 
is struck between them. The one barters his conscience lor the office — ^just as much, as if he 
were to barter a piece of land for a piece of gold. I know it is impossible to bribe both houses 
of Congress by such temptations. I know that there are some ot them who are too virtuous 
to catch the contagion, but it is certain that in proportion to the extent of this corruption, will 
be the ruin of puWic morals and of public spint Arc not.office* of almost every aescription 
within the Executive Patronage 1 During the year 1798, Mr. Gallatin estimated the amoont " 
wiihui hia $ift at $2,000,000. And where the mere lust of lucre could notswaj to man,tfaert 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

I shall ever regard my situation in that cabinet as one of the most fortunate events of my 
life, placing me as it did in close and familiar relations with one who has been well described 
by JVlr. Jefterson as possessing more of the Roman in his character than any man living, and 
whose acbninL«?tration will be looked to, iafuiMre times, as a golden era in our history. To have 
-served under such a chief, at such a time, and to have won his confidence and esteem is a suf- 
ficient glor}\ — Van Buren's letter to Walter Bmtme^ James Campbell, Preserved J^isk^ Wm. M. 
Price, JEHsha Tibbeta, Gideon Lee, C. W. Lawrence, d^-c, London, tH. 24, 183'2, on his position 
in Jackion^sfint cabinet. 

Van But en presented by Bowne with the Freedom o/N, Y. and a good Character--^ 
C C. Cambreleng, — Jackson^ s First Cabinet. — Some facts about Lewis Cass. 
'-^His War Exploits^ Politeness^ Notions of Slavery, Fiiendship to the Indians^ 
Vi^st Wealth J Indian Agencies^ Laws^ Eloquence in Senate, and Notions about * 
Texas. — talhoun''s Position. — The Seminole War.-^Monroeh Secret Letters 
io Jackson. — Johnny Ray, — Intrigues by Hamilton^ Crawford, Forsyth and 
others^ to injure Calhoun and benefit Van Bur en, — Jackson Quarrels with Cal- 
houn. — On the Publication of Political Secrets.— John Henry Eaton and Wife. 
-Jackson Quarrels with three of his Cabinet about her. — The Russian Mission, 
''^Branch on Van Buren, — John Tyler and a Second Term. — Van Buren sefit 
as Envoy to London, but Rejected by the Senate. — Opinions of Webster, Clay^ 
Frelinghnysen, Foot^ 8^'c, — The Colonial Trade. — Van Buren elected Vice 
President. 

Having resigned his office as governor, on the 12th of March, 1829, Van 
Buren left Albany, accompanied by his friend and confederate, B. F. Butler, on 
the forenoon of the 17th, to take upon himself the duties of Premier, Secretary 



are dfices of distinction to invite and soothe his ambition. * * * In the making of Laws, it is 
for the members of Congress to have a simple eye to the interests of their country. It is for 
them to decide upon the merits of every question that comes before them, without either hope 
or fear, without compulsion or reward. Prom the moment that they are icd astray by such 
inducements, they are sliom of their representative character — they cease to be the agents pf 
thepeople, to become the tools of the Executive." 

Will it be believed that the man who could publish these truths in 1810, is now grown so 
grey in sin that he has for sixteen years upheld the violators of right, and at length accepted 
office frotn those who practise what is here so justly condemned ! 

Jackson, to get popularity for himself and his friend.s, reconmiended Macon's measure of 
1809, to prohibit this buying and bribing of needy and greedy congressmen ; but it was a 
deception, for he practisal continually the baiting .system. Benton, loo, when he and Van 
Buren were seeking power and popularity in 1826, made, witli the help of Van Buren, a grand 
report against those abuses which have brought free institutions into disgrace all over the 
world, but the report was never acted on, nor meant to be. It was an electioneering trap to 

^atch voters. 

^ I have seen a list of congressmen whom Van Buren and Jack'son temptctl to leave the peo- 
ple and take offices of far more emolument under the executive, but 1 am not sure that it was 
correct. It contained seventy-five names, and among tliese were, for the Russian mission 
sinecure,' John Randolph, James Buchanan. W. Wilkins, ^9,000 a year, and ^D,000 outfit, 
for a tri^ to tlie continent. Cambreleng and Wilkins's brother-in-law, V. P. Dallas, had also 
the $18,000 godsend to Petersburgh, but were out of Congress before being retcardcd. There 
is another Russian minister since, and doubtless we will soon have one more, if not half a 
dozen. [Duane of Pennsylvania, as a bribe or inducement to take an unfair course, was offer- 
ed by Jackson, Ip^ the Ru&sian mission, and .«o was Samuel D. Ingham, by way of " a sop. to 
Pennsylvania," as he tells in his letter to the President, July 2(>, 1831, in which he accuses 
Jackson with duplicity and falsehood ; with secretly cherished hostility to him, and with cre- 
dulity and imbecility. There is no doubt but that he was maiiagcd by Van Bui en and his 
associates to great advantage for f;^ themselves.] Eli Moore, S." H. Gholson, Arnold Plmn:- 
mer, Felix Grundy, Leonard Jarvis, and Gorham Parks, and C. C. Cambreleng wpre rfr: 
jected as candidates for Congress, and instantly placfd in lucrative offices by Van Buren. 
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of State, or Minister of Foreign Affairs, at Washington. He stopt'a'sbort time 
a' Kinderhook, Hudson, Poughkeepsie, &c., and soon after his arrival at iSfew 
York, was presented by the Mayor and Aldermen with *' the freedom of thV 
city," which had been voted to him on the 23d, on motion of Jesse Hoyt's 
friend, Cebra, who is said to have had a hint from Cambreleng.* Corporations 



John Forsyth was taken out of Congress by Jackson and Van Buren, to be Secretary of State 
— R. T. L}^tle to ba Surveyor General of Ohio — Jesse Miller to be first auditor [and such 
an auditor !]— H. H. Leavitt to be a district judge — J. M. Wayne to be a judge [S4,500] — 
Geo. Loyall to be a navy agent — John Branch to be secretary of the navy — John H. Eaton 
to be secretary at war — Thomas P. Moore to be ambassador to Columbia— Louis M'Lane to 
be ambassador to London — William C. Rives to be ambassador to France — E. Livingston and 
Levi Woodbury to cabinet offices — Jeroraus Johnson [see him in correspondence !] to be an ap- 
praiser — J. S. Pennybacker to be a judge, and it is my impression that H. A. Muhlenberg 
was a member /)f Congress when sent to Austria — Philip P. Barbour when placed on the 
Supreme Court Bench — Powhattan Ellis when sent to Mexico — and Nathaniel Garrow whea 
appointed marshal — but it may be that in one or two instances the executive reward was not 
conferred till the recipient had been rejected at the hustings, or had retired. 

One grand secret was soon found out by Stevenson, namely, to pay court to Van Buren and 
his confederates. He is uncle to the wife of one of Van Buren's sons, and one of his steadiest 
supporters. On the 9th of May, 1834, J. CI. Adams moved to refuse that part of the money vote 
of the year which granted $18,000 to ambassadors in Russia and England, as there were none, 
and these honors and emoluments held in terrorem, as attractions to members of Congress. 
The yeas were 69, and among them Wise, Selden, Slade, Vance, Gilmer, Corwin, and Lincobi. 
The nays were Vanderpool, Gillet, Cambreleng, J. B. Sutherland, Polk, Ace, 123. About a 
month afterwards it was found that Speaker Stevenson had had the promise of the London 
mission for fifteen months ! ! ! Have I not shown that Jackson was right, when, in 1825, he de- 
clared that if congressmen were not kept out of executive offices until two yeai-s ailer the term 
for which the people had elected them, " corruption would be the order of the day;" as also that 
he, his confederates, Van Buren, Polk, Ritchie, and their partisans were guilty of the practices 
they affected to condemn ? The more I look into the past, into facts, the more I see the neces- 
sity, not only of a state, but also of a national convention. If we have not reform, we shall 
have worse : while England is really improving her defective institutions, we are allowing bad 
men to trample our more pure system into the very dust. In the language of Webster, " Our 
political institutions — our government itself, is maSe an engine of corruption, and undoes what 
our social institutions perlbrm. The patronage of government, offices, and emoluments, are 
considered as rewards, instead of being 'regarded as necessary agencies of the people; the 
hopes and fears attendant upon this state of things ; the desire to get office and the apprehension 
of losing it, all become motives of action, and lead many to a course never dictated by feelings 
of patriotism, if such people ever feel patriotism." 

* Churchill Caldom Cambreleng. — This gentleman's letters require no comment. If he 
is not an unscrupulous, unprincipled partisan, where shall we find one '? His motives in 
attacking the 35 million bank at Pniladelphia were to get a 35 million bank at New York, or 
a new United States Bank, through the Boston and f^ortland people, who were leading the 
way. On the IGth of October, 1832, he hinted to Hovt that the stockjobbers of Wall Street 
ought to " follow the Bostonians and Portland people f:^ in asking for A NEW BANK 
from the federal government, but on the plan they propose." His notions of honor and confi- 
dence, with respect to private letters, need no remark. His stock speculations as one of the 
Van. Buren, Hon, and Butler clique, arc well known ; and his efforts to mock tlie workies, 
and make them his instruments, for no noble and worthy purpose, show that, like Van Buren, / 
he has quite enough of the cunning of the fox. He wanted to be Consul at Liverpool, but / 
Frank Ogden's interest was too heavy for liim th^re. The Custom House, in Ho}^'s and 
Swartwout's time, was a political machine for raining milled dollars into the palms of his 
parasites, and as Lawrence is the old conlederate of Hoyt and Swartwout, Cambreleng's 
influence tliere now must be very considerable. That sinecure, the Russian embassy, which 
is used so cleverly for paying off " old and active politicians," produced to him, in his turn, 
S18,000 and the et ceteras. He was for the pets in '34, for the sub-treasury in '37 — for Jesse 
Hoyt as collector, and for Coddington as postmaster. When Van Buren took his southern 
tour, in 1827, Cambreleng was his companion or pilot-fish. He was an old Crawford man, 
and treated Calhoun, in 1827, about as honorably as he did Webb, a few years later. The 
confidential letter to which Cambreleng refers, page 234, No. 225, as one which A. S. Clayton, 
of Georgia, would publish, was written by Webb, and appears in the Courier and Enquirer 
of Sept. 25, 1832, credited to the Mille^eville napers. Webb there says, " We have aloua 
aQd siBgle-handed fou^t the battle of the SOUTH. In \xa Georgia has found a bold and ; 
steAOiast filend," dec. Mohawk and Hudisoti Railroad stock was aecaally polM up to 196 V 
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• worship 'riing luminaries, seemiDgly from habit — and the resolution in Van 
Bureo's casfe, declared him to he one of the slate's *' brightest sons," whose 
pu/e republicanism, patriotism and public spirit caused the corporators to 
. -/^deeply deplore" the necessity which had called on them " to surrender" him 
'; .tO' Andrew Jackson. Walter Bowne, the mayor who afterwards whined so 
piteously for a few bags of the public treasure from that " revered chief," said to 
the secretary elect, " you have had to encounter the persecution of enemies 
and the treachery of friends — but your uprightness^ your wisdom, and courage, 
have borne you in triumph through every conflict.. The same powerful intel- 
lect, untiring industry, and devoted patriotism, constituting at once your glory 
and your strength. During the whole of your career, not a single event has 
occurred to dim for one moment, the lustre of a reputation, which has been 
continually increasing in brightness." The mayor then presented " the free- 
dom," in a golden box, and Van Buren delivered a suitable response about har- 
mony, "liberality, moderation, justice and firmness," remarking, rather quaintly, 

" WE ARE ALL EMBARKED IN THE SAME BOTTOM." After giviug audlCnceS tO 

officeseekers, political schemers, holders of French claims, bankers, brokers, 
and blacklegs j arranging plans for the future with the party leaders ; receiving 
judicious hints from the merchants ; and very probably settling with some of 
his most interested partisans, how best to open the future campaign against the 
United States Bank, he departed for the south to begin that twelve years course 
of daring and successful intrigue which had scarcely closed when he landed at 
the battery, in the midst of storms, and tempests, leaving the fickle dame called 
Fortune with her new " favorite son," William Henry Harrison, who, like 
Nelson at Trafalgar, was soon to expire in the arms of victory. 

Jackson's first cabinet [which soon gave place to Messrs. Livingston, McLane, 
Cass,* Woodbury and Barry,] consisted of Messrs. Van Buren, Eaton, Inghatn, 

holders, who then sold out, and down went the shares to 117. Webb and Noah explain Cam- 
breleng's course in this and other stock operations. He is a candidate in Suffolk jot a seat in 
the state convention of next June. He was anxious to secure the extension of slavery to Mis- 
souri in 1819, and to Florida and Texas in 1846; and he reported from the Ways and Means, 
in Congress, December, 1836, that " the commerce of a confederacy, internal and external, 
should be wholly free." Noah says of him, Oct. 24, 1834, "It is now more than 12 years 
since Cambreleng has been foisted upon this community, and we challenge any man to point 
out a single measure of his recommendation, calculated to benefit the country. Having no 
wife, no child, no domicile— no interest, nothing to attach him to the soil here, except some 
hypothecated Mohawk stocky and being very useful to Van Buren in more ways than one, he is 
to have a perpetual seat in Congress." If I could not state one particular of V. B.'s life, the 
characters he associates with would show very clearly what he is. Like Polk, with whom he 
is very intimate, Cambreleng is a native of North Carolina— old in years, very short made, 
and very stout — no great orator, but well acquainted with business and politics. Messrs. 
Webb and Noah, in the Courier and Enquirer of lOth September, 1832, say : 

"It is well known hnre that Mr. [ElishaJ Tibbiifs and the little gentleman [Cambrelena] ore stock speculators, 
whose hciBtiliiy to the B'lnk of the LTnited States \spurely mercenary. Tiiey are opposed to a re-charter, simply 
because' they want a NEW Bank for the purpose of speculating upon new stuck. For twelve years Canibn-lenf 
ha-* Jived ui>oi) the democratic party * * * * he watt no sooner admitted into the money chrmging firm of 
■ Croswell, Olc>»tt &, Co., than his ideas expanded. * ♦ ♦ * We aHmit that not an individual in tlie State 
bat Mr Cambreleng rould iiave succeeded in raising the Mohawk and Hudson Rail Road Stock lo 196. He man- 
agf>d that woll, ttimugh the agency of the Albany firm— ^Id ont at the nksk of time — resigned liis appointment, 
and rail off to Washington. His stock is now worth 113, having depreciated S3 per cent in less tlian a year.** 

If Cambreleng believed that the U. S. Bank could not establish a branch in any state with- 
out a gross violation of the constitution, why did be accept a fee of SI 000 from Biddle, for 
locating a branch at Buffalo 1 He voted against Jackson for President, in 1825, in Congress, 
and for Van Buren as governor at the Herkimer Convention of 1828. 

* Lewis Ca.ss was bom at Exeter, N. H. — ^removed with his father and family to the state of 
Delaware, in or about the year 1795 or *6— -remained several years there, and thence emigrated 
west to Marietta, Ohio, in 1799— studied law there, and began to practise in 1802. In 1806 he 
•was elected to the Ohio legislature, and on the 11th of December introduced a bill to suspend 
the writ of habeas corptis, on account of Blur's conspiracy. Next year he was appointed 
VnltedState9lilar8hal, Which office be hddtmX8l3. The 3d (%to Voltimeen elected bim 
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Branch and Berrien ; of whom the three last named were warm friends of Cal- 
houn. The President and Eaton were, at heart, opposed to Calhoun, and in the 

their colonel, and with that regiment he joined General Hull and marched from Dayton to 
Detroit. Hull sent him across to Sandwich, with 280 men. and Lieut. Col. Miller, to see what 
the British were about, and afterwards crossed to Canada himself, but bein^old and the fire of 
youth ail gone, if he ever had any, he soon retreated before a very inferior ibrce, and surren- 
dered Detroit. Cass was .««nt to Washington, where he gave Dr. Eustis, in {September, an 
account of the campaign. My impression is, that he behaved well : bbt a militia colonel with- 
out a military education had not much chance to distinguish himself. It was great cruelty to 
the country not to shoot Hull, as sentenced. The example was much wanted in those days, and 
it was the tate he richly merited, by his bullying proclamations and base cowardice. Cass was 
appointed Governor ot Michigan "by Madison, in 1813. He held that office eighteen years, 
and, bdng considered more suitable for the purposes and policy of Van Buren and Jackson, 
than Berrien, Branch and Ingham, succeeded to the war department immediately after the blow 
up in the first cabinet. In 1836, Jackson sent him to represent his government at the court of 
L^uis Philippe, where he remained till December, 184a, and has since been elected to the 
United States Senate from Michigan. In 1&41, he was named as a candidate for the presi- 
dency. Ritchie was then rather friendly to him, and published in his Enquirer many letters in 
his favour. Heiss, now Ritchie's partner in the Union, but then of the Nashville Union, copied 
a long sketch of his [Cass's] life, " by request," as he took care to state. Cass was, and is, a 
favorite in Ohio, with what is called the conservative, " or pet banks for ever" party — and 
l^LVing made a few flourishes while in France about the tyranny of England, and all that, 
ad captandum vul^m, he was set down by the war folks in the west as very favorable to another 
18th of July, 1812, policy. In the senate he keeps up this ' free and independent' character, but, 
at 65 or 66 years of age, it is to be presimied that his fighting days are all over. His opposition 
to the quintuple treaty against slavery, and aftected or real indignation at England's " determi- 
nalion to persevere in her plans of suppressing the slave trade, until slavery itself was extirpated 
from the world," affords the very best proof, that like the cold and calculating Van Buren, he 
was quite ready to barter New Hampshire and Ohio feelings for a phalanx of southern votes, 
and 10 exhibit in the presidential chair the revolting spectacle of a truckling New Englander. 
playing the hireling, as the attorney of a set of men whose notions of liberty are better realized 
in Texas as it is, than as it ought to be. Ritchie and his clique would have preferred Cass to 
Van Buren, but Polk was still better. The yoke over three millions of unlucl^^ necks in North 
America was likely to be grasped the tightest by one who, with his ancestors, had always bought 
and sold our fellow creatures like cattle, and never even dreamt of the slightest amelioration ot 
their hapless lot. How well Cass knew the south and the west! His tact was t^ally admirable. 
How naturally he put on the guise of a horror-struck freeman, at the very idea of a miUual 
right to search for human cargoes of kidnapped Africans ! What a blow to our liberties, should 
we suffer it I Van Buren, in his inaugural, vetoed in advance every effort to enforce the con- 
stitution in its purity in the District of Columbia. That was part of Ms bargain. No man in 
America would niore cheerfully have offered or accepted just such terms as his were, than 
Lewis Cass. 

His humanity \o tbe Indians was on a par with his kindly feelings for the serfs. When the 
Supreme Court of th3 Union had decided that the Cherokees or Creeks were entitled to the 
independent and quiet possession of the lands of their fathers, which they justly claimed, Cass, . 

like Van Buren and Butler, was for getting rid of them. He is a good writer, thanks to his / 

Yankee education; (he was the schoolmate of Webster and SaltonstallO and he filled the Globe 
for weeks with attacks on the humane doctrine of the Judges. Jackson s policy prevailed — the 
poor Indians were virtually banished — ^the nation was heavily taxed to pay for driving them 
west, far from the graves of their fathers — the Georgia slave-owners were conciliated, and 
Cass had his splendid reward in the French embassy, and became as supple and oily a courtier 
to the polite Bourbon as he had pro\-ed himself before to the passionate Tennessean. 

General Cass is rich — very rich — and, like Van Buren, very fond of money. He made a 
fortune by monopolising, through his station, means, and superior credit, much of the lands 
close to and around Detroit, at an early day — kept a sort of land office, and sold them out m 
lots at immense profits, on bond and mortgage, gradually, as the city increased. When Wise, 
in Congress, had accused him of having got rich through government jobs, agencies and con- 
tracts, the Globe, Blair, in April, 1840, replied, that " General Cass, while Governor of the 
territory of Michigan, bought a traot of land on the \-erge of the then infant city of Detroit. 
The sudden and rapid gro^^lh of the citv converted this farm into city lots, which General Cass 
sold for an immense sum of money. His fortune consists in the bonds and mortgagks obtained 
on the public sale of real estate which he purchased in the early settlement of Michigan." 
How he manages witli his wallet of " bonds and mor^ages" I can only guess from the fact, as 
stated in the Albany Argus, that in December, 1843, the first ward of Detroit, in which he 
ceiidei^ veat three Van Buren men to the county convention there, the delegates in which 
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1(4 CASS, AS SECRBtAW OT WAR, tfrt>lAT* AGftNlT, AM) AMfiASBABOR. 

interest of Van Buren. I do not at all doubt tbat Van Buren's letter to Hoyt, 
page 216, truly describes his standing with General Jackson : " / have found 

stcx)d, 29 for Van Buren, and but 22 for Casa, of which the city sent a majority opposed to him. 
If this is so, his popularity among those who had had most dealings with him, was not very 
strong. 

When he left Detroit for Washington, in June, 1831, he became, as Secretary of War, the 
official principal in settling the accounts of his five Indian Agencies, and of immense disburse* 
ments made by him for the U. S. government. He settled his own accounts ; perhaps with the 
aid of some dependent auditor, and perhaps not. With Andrew Stevenson as Speaker, regUf^ 
lating the committees, and the gilded bait of a London mission placed ever before his eyes, con- 
gressional inquiry was but an imaginary check. Yet all may have been perfectly correct 
Who can know anything to the contrary 1 As settled with, Cass was assuredly no defaulter. 
The Portland Advertiser remarks, that prior to the time of being Secretary of War, he was 
Grovernor of Michigan — ^then a territory — and superintendent of Indian afiairs. Both offices 
were given by the general government, and both salary offices. The business of the Superin- 
tendent was. with the Secretary of War. Coming from this office, therefore, to the War 
department. Governor Cass had the power to settle his own accounts with his own hands, and 
almost upon his own terms. He had been a contractor, receiver and disburser, and became 
debtor and creditor and examiner of his own accounts." 

John Bell, Harrison's War Secretary, winds up his annual or other report with some 
very left-handed compliments to Indian Agents relative to their honesty, but names nobody. 
He was soon ousted. 

In the matter of the U. S. Bank, Cass, in the cabinet, was assuredly no Duane. The pre- 
sident had no need to offer to compound with his tender conscience by an offer of * the Russian 
mission.' Long after the bank was defunct, society ascertained through a letter to G. O. Whft- 
temore, that Lewis Cass *' had never seen in the constitution of the U. S. a sufficient grant of 
power" to establish a national bank. Of course he thought Madison very wrong indeed, when 
ne signed the national bank charter in 1816, and also Crawford, Monroe, Calhoun, Clay, Van 
Buren and the Supreme Court, in defending the act, but, being Governor of Michigan, }yf 
Madison's appointment, just then, he was far too polite and civil to say so. So he was, but he 
always thought so. So he did. In Sept. 1834, in the Telegraph, General Green described 
Cass, as " For a Bank — ^for internal improvements — tariff so-so — a little anti-Supreme Court — 
friend of the Indians, and no friend." 

General Cass's laws, when Governor of the territory of Michigan, were, some of them, a* 
peculiar as ' tfie peculiar institution' of the south. The following enactment, if extended to jus- 
tices of the peace here, would much delight many honest men who may have been so unfortu- 
nate as to toeak the Qonmiandment number eight, as also their worships of the quorum, who 
would be sure of heavy fees, prompt pay, and no need to tax bills. Poor sinners, as usual, 
would be excluded from the bene^s. No pay, no pardon ! 

" An Act for Pardoning Alexander Odion. — Be it enacted by the governor and judges of the ' 
territory of Michigan, that Alexander Odion, now imprisoned in the county gaol of the county 
of Wayne, upon a conviction for larceny, be pardoned and released from gaol upon condition 
that he pay to the Sheriff of the said county, the costs and expenses which have accrued from 
the time of his apprehension till his discharge. The same being adopted from the laws of 
one of the original states, to wit, the state of New York, as far as necessarv and suitable to 
the circumstances of the territory of Michigan. Made, adopted and published at the city of 
Detroit, in the territory of Michigan, this 7th day of August in the year of our Lord, 1817. 
(Signed) Lewis Cass, Governor of the territory of Michigan." 

A few months before General Harrison died, one would have thought that if the official 
newspaper of the Union at Washington was entitled to credit for veracity, he must have 
been one of the greatest of monsters, one of the worst of men. When he died, Cass, at Paris, 
delivered a very long oration to his memoir, from which one would have judged that he must 
have been " one of the greatest and best" oi men — all this, too, on personal knowledge. 

When defeated in what some suppose to have been the great object of his wishes, by the 
decision in favour of Polk, Cass \iTote to E. Worrell and others, that he was delighted with 
the choice the Baltimore Convention had made of such "firm, consistent, able, and honest" 
citizens as Messrs. Polk and Dallas, both of whom he knew intimately, and that " they would 
never disappoint the expectations of OUR party, nor of the country." Perhaps he really was 
delighted. He had \\Titten from Paris, 16 Aug. 1841, " Mv conviction is, that there is nothing 
in my present position, nothing in my past career, which should lead to my selection for 
such a mark of confidence. My repugnance is great, H^ ALMOST 'invincible." How 
sorry the friends of Peace must be ! That is, in case Polk should set the world in a blaze. 
Mr. Richard Rush wrote Aaron Hobart, of Boston. Jan. 4, 1844, that, after an acquaintance 
of more than tiiirty years, he wanted General Cfass to lie elected, " Because to have a 



Urn," says Ae, ^^ affeclumate^ canfideniialj and Idnd to the last degree ; and am 
entirely satisfied that there is no degree of good Jedh\g or confidence which he does 
not entertain forme. "^^ 

The tirst measures of coasequence in which Van Buren was engaged, appear 
to have been the preparation of suitable instructions relative to coaiinerce, tarifis, 
navigation, and boundaries, and the adjustment of claims, for the guidance of the 
U. S, envoys and other agents in England, France, Mexico, Spain, &c. 

In the prosecution of the U.S. claims on France, he seems to have persuaded 
Jac&son to assume a tone of menace and defiance, very unlike indeed to his 
honied accents when addressing imperial England. The aggrandizement of 
those banks and mercantile concerns on which he placed dependence, as forming 
material for the construction of a step-ladder by which, in time, he might be 
elevated to the Presidency, was not forgotten ; nor did he hesitate to intrigue 
for the destruction of the LJ. S. Bank^ from the moment in which he saw Jacl^n 

man like him President, would be the most likely means of keeping us OUT OP WAR, under 
menacing questions that hang over us/' Methinks friend Rush would have left this because 
out of his catalogue, had he heard the gallant general's trumpet tongued notes in the capitol 
this session, idl ending in 54® 40' for which, however, some wicked wags affirm that he uon't 
care a rush. Brougham said of Cass's efforts to please the cotton growin» states by opposing 
the anti-slavery treaty, " And he has done all this for what 1 For the sake of furthering hu 
own electioneering interest in America, and helping himself to that seat the possession of 
which he envied Mr. Tyler — the seat of the first magistrate of that mighty republic. My 
lords (continued Brougham), I hope and trust, for the sake of America, of England, and ot 
humanity and mankind at large, that the prosperity and happiness of that great people will be 
perpetuated for ever." 

In his protest, Cass accused England of duplicity. Webster replied : " You will perceive 
that, in the opinion of this Governmant, cruising against slave dezUers on the coast of Africa is 
not all that is n3cessary to be done, in order to put an end to the traffic. There are markets for 
slaves, or the unhappy natives of Al'rica would not be seized, chained, and carried over the 
ocean into slavery. These markets ought to be shut. And in the treaty, the high contracting 
parries have stipulated * that they will unite in all becoming representations and remonstrances 
with any and all powers within whose dominions such markets are allowed to exist ; 
and that they will urge the propriety and duty of closing such markets at once and for 
ever." 

Cass's efforts in France prevented the ratification, by that nation, of a mutual concession 
treaty, by representing England as insincere, and desirous to enforce her old designs of im- 
pressment, searching for her seamen, &c. President Tyler approved highly of Cass's conduct. 
Webb, of the Courier and Enquirer, rarely niisses a defence of Cass or of Marcy. He evi- 
dently likes many of his brother editors of the Whig party much worse than he does the demo- 
cracy of Cass and Marcy. He and they are tliorough-going friends of negro-slavery in its 
very worst forms. 

General Cass is the Secretary who issued orders to Gaines to invade Texas. Of course he 
approved of these orders. Had it not been so, he could have resigned his place. He is by 
no means the equal in ability of Clay and Calhoun, nor does he possess the excellent heart, the 
kindly feelings of Col. Johnson. Van Buren has less mental power than either Clay, Calhoun 
or Cass ; yet, notwithstanding a life of intrigue and demagogueism, chance did the most for him. 
Van Buren preferred Cass to Calhoun, and Calhoun preferred Polk to Cass. The new divisions 
of party are north and .south, slave owner and freeman. Southern policy is to give to us north- 
ems a master, and to ensure our bondage to the spread of their S3rstem by dividing us, and 
engaging and bargaining with the Marcys, Walkers, and other cunning men who have popu- 
larity without liberality. Calhoun was hot for Texas, but, as to Oregon, he urged us to be 
still. Polk does not differ from him. Had I voted in Nov. 1844, Polk would have had my 
wufl'rage, because he stood pledged to act with perfect equality to the foreign bom and the native, 
while Clay stood silent, with our native bigots, the foreigner's avowed enemies, in his front 
ranks. If there is to be a slave class, and a master class, I shall not willingly forge my own 
letters. Had I supported Polk, however, which I did not, I would have been, as others are, his 
dupe. Those who are intimate with Glov. Cass, tell me, that his manners are pleasing ; that 
he is courteous ; a good scholar ; an amiable man ; a good husband and father. He is a large 
sized, portly man, with a big head ; and carries his political principles, like a country doctor's 
wallet of medicines, in a convenient, portable form. He played his card well in the game of 
nresiient making, in 1844 — and, after Van Buren's election, there's no knowing what may ^ 
Atppen two years hence. Cass ii, by trade, a politician, and has mind and great experience^ 



in potsesflioQ of substantial power. The President was speedily involved in a 
quarrel with the directors of the U. S. branch at Portsmouth, N. H., and the 
breach when made was easily widened. 

The influence of the cabinet ; its patronage ; the means its members had of 
giving a direction to public opinion on certain important subjects ; their views, 
connections, expectations, wishes ; the majority of them desirous to see Caihoan 
the next President ; Calhoun himself already at the head of the Senate as Vice 
President ; with the Telegraph press and patronage of Congress in the hands of 
its indefatigable editor, General Duff Green, at his back ; presented a state of 
things which neither Jackson nor Van Buren liked, so they resolved upon a dis- 
solution of the cabinet, as the only plausible means c^ getting rid of Branch, 
Ingham, and Berrien. One pretext for a quarrel was found, in the fact that 
President Monroe, and his Secretary of War, Calhoun, had not been altogether 
satisfied with Jacibson's mode of conducting the Seminole war,* — and this was 

* What are the pacts on the Seminole question'? They are these. Jackson was 
employed by Monroe, and his cabinet, which then consisted of Crawford, Adams, Calhoun, 
Wirt, and Crowninshield, to cha^stise certain Indian tribes or bands, whose home was in 
Florida, a possession of Spain. He disobeyed, or rather transcended his orders, and on the 
19th of July, 1818, President Monroe wrote him privately, that when called into service 
against the Seminoles. "the views and intentions ot* the government were fully disclosed in 
respect to the operations in Florida. IN TRANSCENDING THE LIMIT PRESCRIBED 
By those orders, you acted on your own responsibility." Mr. Monroe said, it was 
right to attack the Seminoles in Florida, for they had a sort of sovereignty there, " but an 
order by the government to attack a Spanish post would assume another character. IT 
WOULD AUTHORIZE WAR. CONGRESS ALONE POSSESS THAT POWER." 
Jackson had seized and held the posts or forts of Spain in time of peace. Hill had denounced 
him, so had Ritchie, and Noah. Coleman of the Post, Feb. 8, 1819, said, that '♦ in spite aC 
the votes which one branch of the legislature have passed, we shall continue to think that the 
conduct of General Jackson, in forcibly entering the Spanish territory, and seizing upon the 
civil authority ; in decoying, by means of false colors, two Indian chiefs on board of an 
American vessel, and then hanging them at the yardarm, one of whom, too, had spared the 
life of an American captive, at the intercession of his daughters ; and in hurrying to a violent 
and ignominious death, two prisoners, after quarter had been granted, can never be justified 
by any authority to be found in any civil or religious code." In the British cabinet it was 
seriously debated whether satisfaction or war ought not to be the alternative demanded for the 
hanging of Capt. Arbuthnot, who advised the English authorities that Jackson's war mission 
was occasioned by persons who were grasping after the lands of the Indians, and the southern 
planters desiring to seize and punish their black bondsmen for seeking that freedom in a 
Spanish colony which the land of liberty denied. Crawford^ in one of his letters, mentioned 
that, about this time Jackson wrote to Monroe and *' gave it as his opinion that the Floridas 
ought to be taken by the United States." He (Jackson) added, " it might be a delicate matter 
for the Executive to decide ; but the President [Monroe] had only to give a hint to some 
canfidejUial member of Congress, say Johnny Ray, and he would take it, and take the responsi- 
bility upon himself." Was Senator Ebuston, Jackson's Johnny Ray, in the Texas affair % 
Was Senator Yulee, Polk's Johnny Ray^ when he introduced a resolution recently to annex 
Cuba, after the h^hest officials in Illinois had met and advised that measure 1 Who are to 
be the Oregon and California Rays 1 That President is not very particular in the mattei* of 
sincerity who pledges himself to all Oregon before an election, offers to give up 15,000 square 
miles after it, declares to the American people that our title is clear and imquestionable to 54*» 
40', and then offers a compromise for latitude 49®. 

To return to Monroe's letter to Jackson. He told him that his seizing tH% foitresses 
of Spain, might involve die Union in a war with that power, when British privateers would 
harass American commerce, and ^s country not have one European power on its side — and 
that such a state of things ought not to be lightly hazarded. He advised Jackson to amend his 
reasons— and in another private letter, dated Oct. 20, added, " I was sorry to find that vou 
understood your instructions relative to operations in Florida DIFFERENTLY FROM 
WHAT WE INTENDED." Here he speaks for himself and his cabinet, especially for 
Calhoun, who was then at the head of the department of war, and had issued these instruc- 
tions. Mr. Monroe bids the general write out his views, adding, " This will be answered, so 
as to explain ours, in a iriendiy manner, by Mr. Calhoun, WHO HAS VERY J UST AND 
LIBERAL SENTIMENTS ON THE SUBJECT. This will be necessary in the case of a 
call for papers by CongreaS) or may be. Thm we shall all stand on the ground of hMnor, 
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(urnished by the confederates of Van Buren, and nrged through Hamilton and 
Forsyth upon Jacluun at the titling moment, who feigned a feeling of iudignatioQ| 
evidently put on, and acted, to rouste Calhoun and bring on an angry dispute. I 
say feigned a feeling, for after Jackson had quarrelled with Calhoun on thb 
matter, he remained upon the most cordial and kindly terms with many other 
leading politicians, who, as he well knew, had in 1818 and Ibly, been among 

EACH DOING JUSTICE TO THE OTHER, which is the ground on which we wiih 
to place each other." 

Adams's vindication of Jackson is on record — Monroe's manly conduct towards him in his 
public capacity, was only equalled by his kind and friendly consideration in private. Here 
we see that he frankly told Jackson, that Calhoun's sentiments in the whole matter were very 
jnst and very liberal, and that his (Jackson's) conduct was not approved, but that reasons were 
sought for its justification that the evils of an unnecessary war might be avoided. How 
could Jackson, when in possession of these secret letters for ten years, pretend, after his elec- 
tion had been secured through the gigantic eflforts of Vice President Calhoun and his friends, 
that he had always understood that Calhoim, as war secretary, had approved of the hangings 
and fortress seizures in a friendly country without war ! Jackson was enraged at Calhoun 
and Crawford in 1818, for not thinking as he did, but Calhoun gave him a party, and the 

Suarrel was revived at the convenient interval of ten years, to serve Van Buren. As a proof 
lat Messrs. Monroe and Calhoun continued to confide in Jackson, and that their ulterior 
views were believed to be his, they offered him, in 1823, the mission to Mexico, which he 
would have accepted, had not Burr and others more influential, induced him to set his cap for 
the Presidency ot the Union. 

Crawford, when he reported, as he had a perfect right to do, at a proper interval of time, 
the secret conversations m Monroe's cabinet, ought to have told the truth. Does not his own 
statement show that he did not do so 7 and knowing that, how could Jackson or Van Buren 
pretend to depend more on his vindictive yet treacherous memory than on the confidential 
assurances of James Monroe *? 

In 1828, we find John Forsyth, Van Buren's confederate, writing Major James A. Hamilton 
as follows : » Milledgeville, Feb. 8th. Dear Sir : Our triend W. H. Crawford was in this 
" place a few hours yesterday. By his authority I state, in reply to your inquiry, that, at a 
** meeting of Mr. Monroe's cabinet to discuss the course to be pursued towards Spain, in con- 
" sequence of General Jackson's proceedings in Florida, during the Seminole war, MR. 
" CALHOUN SUBMITTED TO AND URGED UPON THE PRESIDENT THE 
"PROPRIETY AND NECESSITY OF ARRESTING AND TRYING GENERAL 
"JACKSON. MR. MONROE WAS VERY MUCH ANNOYED BY IT." 

Hamilton had previously asked Calhoun the same question. In his letter to him of Feb. 
25, 1828, he says — " In reply to my inquiry, ' Whether at any meeting of Mr. Monroe's cabi- 
net the propriety of ARRESTING GENERAL JACKSON for anything done by him 
during the Seminole war, had been at any time discussed,' you answered, * SUCH A 
MEASURE WAS NOT THOUGHT OF— much less discussed. The mly pcrirU hefffre the 
cabinet was the answer to be given to the Spanish govermnejU.' " 

Hamilton was the dependant of Van Buren — he was fond of money — ^had been an anti-war 
federalist, and required Van Buren's aid, as Van Biu^n did his. At the proper moment, the 
information which he had secretly obtained from Crawford's friend, Forsyth, about THE 
ARREST, was communicated to Jackson. The election was now sure — Branch, Ingham and 
Berrien were true to their principles and their friends — Dufl' Green stood by Calhoun, who 
had no means of rewarding him, though by so doing he knew that Jackson's and Van Buren's 
indignation and the loss of office and its vast emoluments, would be the certain results. The 
apples of discord had now to be scattered — and Jackson, professing astonishment about the 
ARREST, and not contented with Calhoun's explicit disclaimer to Hamilton, applied to 
Crawford, the political enemy of Calhoun, and who had voted in the cabinet to punish him by 
a disavowal oi his Seminole proceedings ! 

Finding that matters were taking this new turn, Crawford wrote Fors3rth from Woodlawn, 
30 April, 1830, " I recollect distinctly what passed in the cabinet meeting referred to in your 

" letter to Mr. . Mr. Calhoun's proposition in the cabinet was that General JacKson 

" should be PUNISHED IN SOME FORM, OR REPRIMANDED IN SOME FORM. I 
"AM NOT POSITIVELY CERTAIN WHICH. AS MR. CALHOUN DID NOT 
" PROPOSE TO ARREST GENERAL JACKSON, I feel confident that I could not have 
" made use of that word in my relation to you," &c. Here's a disclaimer for you ! He had told 
Forsyth secretly that Calhoun did propose to arrest Jackson. Now he tells him he did not say 
that. In one sentence of the above quoted letter, he says he recollects distinctly what pasi 
but in the next he says he does not recollect distinctly whether Calhoun spoke of reprf— 
or of punishment ! 
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the most hostile to him in the matter of that same Florida campaign. Jackson 
was perfectly aware that Van Buren, with the presses under his control, and 
' also some of his friends in the U. S. Senate, had really been his deadliest enemies 
in 1818, and long after it — yet, now that it suited his purpose, he could profess 
to forget all this, while Calhoun, who had acted most honorably toward him, 
was made to feel the effect of what assuredly was a rooted hatred. 

Jackson, urged on by Van Buren's creatures, goes to a man for facts, who is filled with envy 
and hatred of Calhoun j and who cannot withhold the details of his otxti petty griefs, even in 
an appeal to the public. Calhoun (says he) established the Washington Republican to 
•lander and vilify me — he set on Ninian Edwaxus to break down my character, &c. He goes 
OR to say, that he was for Jackson as president if it wouldn't help Calhoun, and that Calhoun's 
ftmily bad called Jackson a " military chieftain," with more of such gossip and twaddle ; 
adding what had probably the greatest weight of any, '* I know personally tliat Mr. Calhoun 
fiivorSi Mr. Adams's pretensions till Mr. Clay declared for him.'' In his letter to Balch, 14th 
Dec. 1827, Crawford also says, " My opinions upon the next presidential election are gene- 
rally known. When Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Cambreleng made me a visit last April, I 
authorized them upon every proper occasion to make those opinions known." On turning to 
Mge 200, letter 144, it will be seen that " my friend Col. Hayne" is the word with Van 
£uren. In 1832, we meet with the Colonel's vote to recall him from London. When the Van 
Buren party nominated Jackson, in this state, in 1828, they omitted to name Calhoun for vice 
president — ^meantime the plot was ripening, and a very deep plot it was. How like to the 
persecution of Clinton in 1819 and 1820, by Van Buren, Butler and the " high minded ;" a 
persecution, the principle involved in which, even Hammond could not see; for Clinton's 
measures, like those of Jackson's insulted secretaries, had given entire satisfaction. 

Calhoun's letter to Jaclcson, dated May 29, 1830, is a specimen of his manly straight-for- 
wudness, and consistency, which one would wish to see rewarded, even on earth. He goes 
ftOly into the merits of the Seminole case — is master of both facts and arguments— and after 
having stated that he approved, that they all approved, of Monroe's private letter ot July 19, 
1818, 1 cannot perceive now, at an interval of twelve years, Jackson should have singled out 
him — the man to whom, when aspersed and slandered fix)m Maine to Missouri, he owed so 
much — as an enemy— unless it was, that he TCalhoun) stood in the way of measures, public 
or personal, which Jackson and Van Buren had at heart; and must be injured, if that were 
possible. Calhoun's idea appears from his letters. He says to Jackson, " I should be bliud not 
to see that this whole afiair is a political manoeuvre, in which the design is that you should 
be the instrument and myself the victim, but in which the real actors are carefully concealed 
by an artful movement.'* In the hands of Clinton, Duane, Calhoun, and men of their honor- 
able dispositions, Jackson's administration might have become a blessing to society, and Van 
Buren been compelled to suspend his intrigues. Soon after the dissolution, at a public dinner 
in Pendleton, S. C, one of the toasts was " Martin Van Buren. * Ah ! that deceit should steal 
fiudi gentle shapes, and with a virtuous visor, hide deep vices.' " 

CaUioun never could find out the name of Jackson's first informer — ^he who referred to 
Hamilton, who in his Umi referred to Crawford. He was justified in holding Forsyth up in 
that detestable chargicter, and did so— but Van Buren remembered tlie service done him, and in 
course of time Forsyth became his Secretary of State. This was his reward. 

Because I gave to the public the secret correspondence of Van Buren and his confederates, 
instead of turning it into money, as some poor men like me would have been tempted to do. 
Van Buren's friends have slandered and persecuted me. In a letter from his favorite candi- 
date, W. H. Crawtbrd, dated Woodlawn, 2d Oct., 1830, and addressed to J. C. Calhoun, I find 
the following paragraph on political secrets : 

"I shall first notice your observations upon the disclosure of the secrets of the cabinet, wliich you say is tlic 
flrst which has occurred, at least in this country. Do you really believe this assertion, Mr. Calhouti 1 How did 
the written opinions of Messrs. Jefferson and Hamilton, on the first bank bill, ever see the light ? How were the 
ftcts and circumstances which preceded and accompanied the removal of Edmond Randolph from ibe State De- 
partment by General Washhigton, disclosed and made known to the public ? If your assertion be true, those 
tacts and circumstances would, at this moment, be buried in Egyptian darkness. While a cabinet is in existence 
and its usefulness liable lo bn impaired, reason and common sense point out the propriety of keeping its proceed- 
ings secret. But afler the cabinet no longer exists, when its usefulness cannot be impaired by a disclosure of its 
proceedings, nehher reason, common sense, nor pntriotisra, requires that those proceedings should be shrouded in 
Impenetrable darkness. The acts of such a cabinet become history, and the nation has the same right to a know- 
ledge of them, that it has to any other liistorical fact. It is presumed that all nations have entertained this opi- 
nion and/have acted upon it. Hence the secret history of cabinets, the most despotic in Europe. Hence the history 
of the house of Stuart, by Charles James Fox, which discloses the most secret intercouisc between Charles 
11., and the French Minister, by which it was proved that Charles was a pensioner of Louis XIV., King of 
France, and had secretly engaged to re-establish Popery iu England. Yet in the face of all these facts, you dare 
presume upon the ignorance of the distinguished person you were addressmg, so far 0.1 to insinuate that such 
diflcloswea had never been made in any coouuy, but certainly not in this lepobUc," 



THE WIDOW TIltfBSBLAKE^ OA A WOMAN IN THE PLOT. 109 

The Seminole question was but the nominal one, on which they difiered— « 
means taken to enect a much desired end. 

Another cause of strife was Mrs. Eaton. She had been the widow of Puner 
Timberlake, of the Constitution ; and was married to Mr. J. H. Eaton, Jack- 
son's biographer and war secretary, in 1829. While Mrs. Timberlake, the 
ladies of character, in Washington, had refused to associate with her for several 
years, alleging that her conduct and reputation were too bad. General Robert 
Desha had warned Eaton of all this before their marriage — and, as Eaton was a 
favorite of Jackson's, and the families of Mesisrs. Calhoun, Branch, Berrien and 
Ingham neither visited his wife nor invited her to their parties, while Van Bu- 
ren, being a widower, with no daughters, wa^ unremitting in his attentions to 
her, an effort was made to coerce Messrs. Branch, Ingham and Berrien into 
a different course, coupled with a threat of removal from office, in case Mrs. £. 
was not, by their families, placed on a more friendly footing.* In all this, the 

* What influence did Mr. and Mrs. Eaton exercise over Jackson 1 I place muchcoi^ 
fidence in the statements of Messrs. Branch, Berrien, and Ingham, because they were democrats 
of high character, the choice of Jackson, in accordance with public sentiment, and because they 
chose, like Duane, to retire from the offices they held, and refuse other ofiices offered them as 
bribes, rather than become the base instruments of Van Buren, and through his influence to 
enjoy a monopoly, as it were, of the power and patronage of thia great republic. I place con- 
fidence in them because, like Calhoun, they would descend to nothing mean — ^because they 
spmned Jackson's offer^ for such it was, on condition that their families would associate with 
Mrs. Eaton, the wife of Jackson's personal friend and war minister, a woman whom the citi- 
zens' wives would neither receive nor visit, on account of her mode of life as they had witneased 
it ; and I confide in them, because they were acknowledged to have been good and fiuthful 
stewards to the public, by Jackson, while not a whisper did even the breath of slander utter to 
their prejudice. I wi:sh we could say as much of their well known successors, Kendall, Taney, 
Woodbuiy, Van Buren and Butler. 

John Henry Eaton married the Widow Timberlake in January, 1829. I suppose he had 
been a long time a \^idower. Either Greneral Macomb or John Van Buren introduced me 
that year, in the department of state, to Mr. Eaton's sons, one at least of whom must have been 
19 or 20 years old. William B. Lewis, of Tennessee, whom Polk dismissed from office a few 
months since, another personal friend of Jackson's, was Eaton's brother-in-law, and appears to 
have approved of this second marriage. When the cabinet broke up, Eaton wrote a letter to 
Blair, stating that soon after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun called and left their card, 
and that he and Mrs. Eaton returned the visit, and were, hy Mrs. C, received with much po- 
liteness. To this, a reply was made by Calhoun, that his wife had never called on Mn«. E. at 
any time, never left her card, nor authorized another to do so tor her — that Mrs. C. conceived 
H to be the duty of Mrs. E., if innocent, to open her intercourse with the ladies who resided in 
the place — that " it was not, in fact, a question of the exclusion of one already adinitted into 
societ}', but the admission of one alreadj' excluded. Before the marriage, while she was Mre. 
Timberlake, she haxi not been admitted into the society of Washingt«m ; and the real queKion 
was, whether her marriage with Major Beaton should open the door already closed on her ; or, 
in other words, whether official rank and patronage should, or should not, prove paramount to 
that censorship, which the sex exercises over itsell*; and on which, all must acknowledge, the 
purity and dignity of the female character mainly depend." 

I have recently perused with as much attention as 1 could give to them, the correspondence and 
other newspaper statements concerning Jaclcjon, his secretaries, and Mrs. Eaton and Van Bu- 
ren. They arc full of gall and bitterness. The Secretary of War (Eaton) publicly addresses hislate 
colleagues, the great exemplars of the new world, thus : " These two men, Inglmm and Berrien, 
will stand together in after time, and with honorable men, monuments of duplicity, ingratitude 
and baseness— -traitors to their friends, and destroyers of themselves — a memorable illustration 
of the melancholy truth, that a man may smile and smile, and be a \illain !" Betsdxt his 
angry wife and artful monitor, Van Buren, poor Eaton must have been in a bad way. To re- 
peat the charges of deceit, falsehood, hypocrisy, and other vices — the thi'eats of assassination, 
vengeance, chastisement, &c. — the challenges to light duels or bear the brand of cowardice, 
would be tedious — but a few extracts from the narrative of Governor Branch of North Carolina, 
who had been Jackson's Secretary of the Navy, may help us to a right c:?tlmaic of Van Bu- 
rcn's agency in the affair. 

*' Mr. Van Buren, it must be borne in mind, [says Gov. Branch,] was a widower without dau;sl*teni ; and he 
adroitly availed himself of all his privileges as such, (lis attentions to Mrs. Eaton were of the most marlnrd 
clnuracter. Polite and assiduous on a}l oecaflloBs, he wai peiticnlarly so in the presence of Gen. Jacksmi or 
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point aimed at, both by Van Buren and Jackson, was to get rid of Calhoun^s 
friends, and to fill their places with more pliabU politicians. On the 7ih of 
April, 1831, Eaton resigned the War Department. Van Buren gave up the 
Bi'partQnent of State on the llih, and Jacklioa wrote him after this manner : — 
' *^ To say that 1 deeply regret to lose you ia but feebly to express my feelings." 
^ Ingham was sent for next*— the two resignations shown him by the President, 
•Bd a wish «xpreiaed that he would go out. Th€ Russian Mission was offer- 
ed as usual, which he indignantly retiised, but resigned forthwith, giving, as his 

> l$»^ Eaton. Bit infliirae«, in f Torjr vorlety of form, both ofltetal wd naoAelal. was •nrted to mate It appa* 
ftut tu tboM gentlemen that be •ntered deeply intu their feelings ; not, in feet, that he rured anything niiuut 
tlMm; bat he I'ureMiw the power tu be ecqauvd by pursuing sneh a eoonw, and had nu scrupies t» retrain him. 
At lengtla. Oen. Jaclcson, atier the meeiinx of Cungre»s in Oeceuiber, 18*28, finding the iHduw of Washington to 
be ibipractlcable, determined that the families of his Cabinet should submit ui terms or be dismissed. * * * 
' Congress was in sesfiun ; the ladles of the members firom Teniieasae, even, held no intercourse with Mrs. Ga* 
too I nur, in fact, ilie President's own (kuiily. The friends of the administration became Mltirnifii, lest the <>z- 
•reise of such despotic power should overwhelm them all, and warded off the impending blow. The sitnation 
of Mrs. £at(m, however, engrossed the President's whole soul, and lie coiiiinued to lie much occupied in col 
Ifcting certifieates, principally from office seel&ers, to sustain her. This book of certificates, tor a tblio did it 
floun become, was that on which office seekers first qualified for ofice. In the mean time, Mr. Van Buren, who 
Ikad Kitf\|Ity contributed to inflame the President's mmd, doubtless, in part, inducing him to believe that Mrs. 
CttUioeii'a refusal Ui return Mrs. Eaton's card in Febroajry, 1828, had Influenced the families of the Cabinet to 
inrsnr the course they had adopted towards her, finding him wrought up to the mad fury of a * roaring lion.' 
to use Col. Johnson's description, thought it a good time u» uncage and inru him loose on his most formidable 
riTal, Mr. Calhoun, who was then Vice President, nnd participated with him in the renown which he (Van 
Bunn) attached to terviee under such a chief. The manner in which tlie unfriendly correspondence com- 
meuced between Gen. Jackson and Mr. Calhoun, taken in connection with the time, is sufficient to convince 
any intelligent mind that It was invtigated by Van Buren. I exeried every u*iTve to defeat his . purpose. Often 
Bave 1 entreated lieneral Jackson to avoid a rupture wiUi Mr. Calhoun, as no good couid result from such a 
Quarrel. His alleKatlon against Mr. Calhoun Was a mere (iretext ; yon see him now in sweet communion with 
ihoM who, in I8ld. were his most bitter assaiianbi. By this thne, 1 well understood the chumcter of Mr. Van 
Bwen. With him, 1 found that the end ^usulied the means ; and, as the deauruction of Mr. Calhoun was the 
ot^t nenrest his heart, he was very wiUmg tlie old Chief, for whom he pnifessed so much love and veneration, 
SButUd accomplish this work for him at any and every hHzard to himself. I believed then that Mr. Van Buren 
ptaeed too low an estimate on the virtue, patriotism and intelligence of the American people, and that his reli- 
ance OB General J..ckson to accomplish his purpiisos would prove delusive. '^ * * His skirts have proved 
ittungemHigh to bear Mr. Van Buren into the Vke Presidency, and recent indicatioDs have induced me to 
fmr that the country is sufficiently corrupt to enable him, through the patronage of the Otivemment, to reach 
the great object of his ambition. It does surpass all belief that the cool, dispassionate and unprincipled wire- 
worker in this plot should, by such means, render himself acceptable to a free, geneniiu, patriotic, and eulight- 
•Bad peoole.'* 

One thing must be said here, in favor of Jackson, but it tells so much the worr e for Van 
Boren. His party had basely slandered Mrs. Jackson during the canvass of 1824 ; Jackson 
was tenderly attached to her ; she had gone to her grave^ just beiore he leil Tennessee to assume 
the duties of President ; and there were those who wounded his feelings by telling him that the 
eonduct pursued towards his Tennessee friend's wife, was one way of insulting hunself. Jack- 
ton had not forgotten the Benton pamphlets. On the 9th of May, 1831, Jesse Speight, M. C, 
who aiterwards adhered to Van Buren, thus addressed Governor Branch : 

" fcJTANToifBURo. May 9, 1831. 

" Mt dbar FBIBMD >~Yours of the 4th inst, haH this moment come to hand. I am not misUiken in the opinion 
I had fbrmed as to the cause of the blow out at Washington (as we call it here.) It is Impossible for me to ex- 
frass the deep and heartfelt mortifieatlou I have and continue to Ibel for the honor of my country. I too, sir, 
am disappointed. Never did 1 believe that the high-minded chivalrous independence of Andrew Jackson could 
. be made to bow at the shrine of selfish ambition. Ah ! and so as to forsake old long tried friends at the polls, 
and mov«'d by the deceitful nrtifices of such men as Martin Van Buren, and sednced by the instigation of Mrs. 
Eaton. So fiir as I have understood, the feelings of your friends are with you. * * * Ood bless you. 

»' J. SrEltiHT." 

Col. James Watson Webb was, as the reader will perceive by reference to his letter and card, 
pages 231 and 232, so friendly to Van Buren, that he was ready to fight any number of duels to 
idB honor and glory. Having since, like me, cooled down a little, he telln his readers, through 
the Courier &> Enquirer of July 7, 1837, that Van Buren became Jackson's favorite " by his 
bajie sycoj^iancy and unscrupulous truckling to the mandates of his master" — that, to worm him- 
self into Jackson's favor, he gave a grand entertainment, to which all the families of distinction 
woe invited— that " at the appointed time, the doors of the supper-room were thrown open, the 
music struck up, and Martin Van Buren led to the head of his table, and seated upon hjs right 
hand, the lady whom General Jackson had commanded to be received," but whom the rest of 
the cabinet obj«%ted to countenance. 

. As early as i\ov. 24, 1828, the National Advocate, N. Y., notices the singular fact, that " im- 
mediately alter the combined powers have eflected the security of Jackwn'.s election, the forces 
of Van Buren and Calhoun should assume a hostile attitude towards each other."' Van Buren 
and his Iblloweis, well knowing Jackson's pledge not to be re-elected, were the first to nominate 
him for a second term— they saw he wished it. and that it would throw him more and more 
into Van Bun^n's power. How lew Kingi, Popes, and Presidents we find who willingly lay 
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reason, Jackson^s wishes that he should do so. Jackson replied to his note, bore 
testimony to his ^^ integrity and zeal," and declared that he had been ^^ fully m« 
tis6ed" with his conduct. This was not the truth. If the othcer was true and 
faithful, did he merit, as a reward, to be turned rudely out of place, or what 
was thereto equivalent ? If he had said to the three cabinet mioisiers, whom 
he asked to go away, ^' You are faithful, capable and zealous in the public selr- 
vice, but you are also fond of Calhoun, whom Van Buren has made me believe 
not to be my friend ; this is your offence, and it is unpardonable ;" he would 
have told more of the truth in that matter. How could he deeply regrst to 
part with Van Buren as an officer, when he had already resolved to send him 
to London, and give McLane Ingham^s placet Congress broke up on the 3d 
of March, and by the 7th of next month, the actors in the cabinet plot had their 
parts perfectly prepared. 

That same year, Louis McLane took charge of the Treasury, and Van Buren 
left for England as the new envoy. His letter to Hoyt, page 229, shows that 
he liked the British capital, all but the expense of living in it. His nomina- 
tion as minister was sent to the Senate in December ; and, on the 2dth of Jaa- 
uary, 1832, by a vote of 23 against 23, and the casting voice of ^Calhoun, 

down power ! I tiiink John Tyler was honest and meant to do right, and I am glad he did not 
give us a national bank, for I think we may do better — but he ought to hare declined a re-elec- 
tion, and positively declared that he would not be a candidate. Why did he advocate the <me 
term principle, and aiterwards, like Jackson, decline to lay down the cup till he had drank to 
the very dregs 7 I am not sure tliat his conduct in asking his cabinet officers, whether he 
ought la be a candidate lor a second term, ^;^'as the surest evidence of a great soul or u lofty 
spirit He must have known, when he asked his cabinet, What shall I do 1 that the answer 
would be, Hold the reins as long as possible. One good to him resulted from the course he 
took. He learnt what a hollow, deceitM tribe, courtiers are. Therfe are, in reality, but two 
parties in this republic ; and it would have been glorious, indeed, if the people had shaken off 
the harness of demagogues, and constituted a party for the country and Tor liberty. I oijce 
thought that it was Mr. Tyler's ambition to rise upon the ruins of prostrate selfishness. Per- 
haps 1 was mistaken. When he left Washington, his successor seemed wanting in respect to 
the office he had held. No maUer. It taughtliim a lesson. I honor him ibr signing the ch^p 
postage bill, malgre all southern opposition. 

* Why was Van Boben rejectkd by the Senate 1 When the Van Buren party at Albany 
heard of his rejection as minister to London, where, as Dr. Holland tells us, ou the best 
authority, " he arrived in September, 1831, and was received, with distinguishea favor, by 
the Court of St. James," the legislators friendly to him met at Albany, in the Assembly Cham- 
ber, where Senator Kemble, whose subsequent adventures will be found in my Lives of Hoyt 
and Butler, came forwaixl with a series of resolutions for a national convention at Ealtimiore, 
a state convention at Albany, &c., and the meeting also appointed Levi Beardslcy, John W. 
Edmonds, N. P. Talmadge, C. L. Livingston, W. H. Aiigcl, and others, a committee to 
address General Jackson ; who, in his reply, took occasion to say to them that Van Buren, on 
the question of trade, respecting which he had been blamed, liad acted under his directions, 
and that his conduct had his a])probation — that he held him in high esteem as a man of 
ability and integrity — that, as far as he (Jackson) knew, he had taken no part in the difficult 
ties between him (Jackson) and Calhoun, nor advised the dissolution of his first cabinet, but 
been the friend of harmony-*and that, when asked to go to London, he " yielded a reluctant 
consent." 

in Senate, Mr. Webster thought Van Buren's instructions to McLane, of 20th of July, IdSS), 
derogatory to the national character, and showed a dispasition in the writer to persuade Lord 
Aberdeen that the English government had an interest in maintaining in the U. S. the ascend- 
ency of the party to which he (V. B.) belonged ; thus establishing abroad a distinction between 
his country and his party. Mr. Frdinghuysen took a similar view. Van Buren's instruc- 
tions commissioned McLane to apprise the British Court of who triumphed last election, and . 
who were defeated — to put his party in the right and his country in the wrtmg — to J'eek as a 
lavor, as a privilege to the party now dominant, what had been refused as a right in Mr 
Adams' time — and to separate the administration of the country from the country, for, said 
he, Mr. Van Buren argues that " to set up the acts of the late administhation, as the cause 
of the FORPErTURK. OP PRIVILEX3EB which would otherwise be extended to the people of the U. S., 
would be unjust," because we, the new men in office, took sides with England, and opposed 
that administration. This is very humiliating inde«L 

On the matter of colonial trade, Adams and Clay, when in power, had agitated in every 



1:12 VAN BUREK, THE TARIFF| AND PROSCRIPTION IN POLITICS. 

.^' Jiew York's favorite soo" was permitted to exchange the classic banks of the 
Thames, and the smiles of royalty in the old world, for his rural residence at 

jotefble way the question of the free navigation of the great St. Lawrence. They asserted that 
kligland, by her colonial trade act, wanted to monopolize the whole carrying trade lor Ame- 
rican pixxiuce, which is very bulky, to the British West indies, and reasoned with her on the 
tuUaimess of high discriminating or piotecting duties. Jack^son and Van Buren abandoned 
the^free use of the St. Lawrence and the carrying tr^de, and obtained a reduction of duties on 
articles sent through Canada — they declaring -that if the tanner found a new or inprovcd 
market at his own door, it mattered little to liun where his produce went to. 1 must own that 
Van Buren 's conduct in tiiis trade question docs uot appear to me to be deserving of ccnsun* 
in itsdj^—and as Uie instructions were by the President, and had been beibre Congress foi 
many months — as tlie terms agreed to by Lord Aberdeen and Louis McLane, in ISiSJ, 1 think, 
had been accepted by this country, and the trade opened under a legislative enactment, it 
iseems to me that it was too late to ceusure, in 1832, language which had been passed over 
without remark 18 months before. The cringing, apologetic tone ot the instructions tells who 
. the real author was; and contrasts strangely witii the bokl and haughty defiance given to an- 
cient, friendly, warm-hearted France, on another memorable occasion, from the same quarter 
— but I do think the arrangement made was advaniageous to the U. S. Soon after this, I 
moved in the Canada Assembly lor the appointment of a Committee on Trade: and, alter 
some six weeks of inquiries, 1 drew up the report, which the legislature printed in the iorm of 
a pamphlet of a hundied pages. Here is an extract : " England claims an exclusive monopoly 
' in our markets ; she allows us none in hers. Our beef and pork are prohibited in her home 
dominions, and our pot and pearl-aslies subjected to the same rales of duty at Liveqxwl as the 
pot and peaii-ashcs of the southern shores of Ontario and Erie. The shipping ol' Britain at 
Uucbcc give no preference to timber, live stoet, flour, beef, and pork, brougnt from Upper 
Canada, over similar articles brought Irom the United {States. The monopoly is all in tavor 
of England and the United States, the Congress of which latter country, by an act passed in 
July, lb32, subjects our wheat, wheat flour, beef and pork, ashes, and other staples, to an im- 
post tax of £lo on every £100 value." In all this there was not much of reciprocity — but I 
00 not see how complaint could be made at Washington of an arrangement wiiich excluded 
Canada from the ports of the United States, and opened those of Cauiula and the West Indies 
to the farmers of this Union. In ever} conversation I had, when in England, with Lord 
Goderich, who introduced the com bill into parliament, and with Lord Sydennam, V. P. of the 
Board of Trade, in 1832-33, 1 complained grievously of the liberality shown to the U. S. lor 
the benefit of English shipping, while no care had been taken to obtain the like favors Ibr 
Canada here. The late drawlwick act is an amendment, hoiii'ever, and there are many im- 
provements on both sides — but 1 liave proposed to myself to avoid saying much on tariflf ques- 
tions. There is not room here. 

A charge made against Van Buren, that he was the parent of the prescriptive system, which j^. 
Clay and Adams had disdained to resort to, would have been ably sustained, had tlie Senators 
who made it had, in addition to the facts in their possession, the Custom House rubbish lett on 
deposit, or to be swept out, when Jesse Hoyt ceas^ to be first lord of the Van Buren treasury 
here. Senator Foot, of Connecticut, said, "1 sincerely believe that Gen. Jackson came to this 
place fully determined to remove no man from office, but lor good cause of removal. I am 
fully convinced the whole * system of proscription' owes its existence to Martin Van Buren ! 
That the dissolution of the Cabinet was efiected by his management and for his benefit ! and 
th^t the handof tlie late Secretary of State may be trac^ distinctly in another afiJEiir, which has 
produced an alienaticm between the first and second Officers of the Government ; and also in 
relation to the present * improved condition of the public press,' and the great abuse of the 
patronage of the Grovemment 1" 

On I'uesday, Jan. 31, Tammany Hall met to sustain Van Buren, and the committee of 

^ resolves consisted of W. Bowne, James CampbeU [see pages 193, 203, &,c.], Saul Alley, C. 

\ W. Lawrence, W. P. Hallett, Preserved Fish, Wm. M. Price, F. B. Cutting [see pages 177. 
180, 182J, Gideon Lee, Elisha Tibbetts, &c. They glorified Jackson and Van Buren, censured 
the Senate as intriguers, and read John C. Calhoun out of the democratic party by due process 
of political excommunication. 

V Among the 23 rejecting votes in the Senate, I notice Holmes of Maine, Clay, Webster, Sey- 
mour of Vt., Frelinghuysen, Clayton, R. Y. Hayne, Gabriel Moore, 'I'homas Ewing, and B. 
Ruggles. jAmong the 23 affirming votes were Isaac Hill, Felix Grundy, Dudley and Marcy, 
G. M. Dallas and W. Wilkins, his brother-in-law, Benton, Tyler, Powhattan Ellis, and King 
now at Pai-is. I have seen a table showing that the States voting in lavor of Van Buren had 
a population of 0,005,571, and those opposed only 3,500,000, yet the majority was one against. 
Nullification came next, then the pet banks, the sub-treasury followed. On New Year's day, 
1840, Clay and Calhoun attended President Van Buren's lev6e ; and in November next, South 
Carolina, with consent of Calhoun, McDuffie, Pickens and Rhett, honored with her vote, fiir a 
second termj the rejected minister of 1898. 
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Kinderhook, in the lovely valley of the Hudfion, near the base of the Catskill ; 
and relieved, for a brief season, from the cares of public life. He left England 
for France in March, made a hasty tour over the continent, and embarked, on 
the 10th of May, at Havre, for New York, 

Early in 1833, he came again into possession of power as Vice President of 
the Union ; as President of the Senate, which had refused to place confidence in 
him a twelvemonth before ; and as the successor of Calhoun, whose castii^ 
voice had ensured his rejection. Had Van Buren been a truly great and good 
man, his triumphs would have been a pleasant theme for the historian to dwell 
upon ; but, as they were obtained, like Butler's, by deceit and hypocrisy, by 
seeming to be the man he was not, and by the "judicious puffs" of artful fol- 
lowers, interested in his fortunes by personal ties, they are a source of regret. 
Blair's press, a donation from Van Buren's financial confederates in New York, 
did him good service-^as did the trusty types of his ancient advocate, the editor 
of the Argus. Jealousies, bickerings, and some lack of tact among his oppo- 
nents, the cry of persecution, and the fact, well known to " waiters on Provi- 
dence," that Jackson's popularity was at his back, did the rest. That the agi- 
tation of the colonial trade question at the time of his rejection, and the speeches 
of General Samuel Smith on that Apmc topic, did him no injury, I am well per- 
suaded. He took his seat at the head of the Senate, for the first time, on the 
16th of December, 1833. 



CHAPTER XXV, 



"Gold, still gold— it flew like dust ! it tipp'd the post-boy, and paid the trust ; 
In each open palm it was freely thrust ; there was nothing but giving and taking ! 
And if gold could insure the future hour, what hopes attended 3iat Bride to her "bower ; 
But alas ! even hearts with a four-horse power of opulence, end in breaking." 

Removal of the Deposits in 1833. — Bank of the Metropolis, — Root^ Jacksouy and 
Van Bnreuj on the Pets. — iV. Biddle. — Ingersoll on Charters and Slavery. — - 
CoL Duane. — W. J. Duane. — Polk and Lawrence. — Kendall in Kentucky. — 
His treatment of H. Clay. — Kendall and the Banky Tariff, Mackenzie, fyc. — 
Duane opposes the Pet Bank Conspiracy. — His reasons. — Louis McLane*s 
views. — Silas Wright and the Bank. — Calhoun^s Prophetic Address in 1834, 
— Land Speculations, — JJie Globe. — Jackson, Duane, and the Mission to Si- 
beria. — Cklef Justice Taney* — Wonderful effects of Flattery. — Bennett upon 
Kendall. 

I HAVE shown, that, in 1824, Van Buren, his presses, and his partisans, were 
among the most thoroughgoing advocates of the United States Bank, and of the 
Presidential candidate who had been its most consistent, zealous, and uniform 
advocate — that, in 1826, Van Buren, Marcy, and Butler, admitted that it had a 
right to establish branches in the states, and that they petitioned Nicholas Bid- 
die and his brother directors for a branch at Albany — ^that Van Buren was 
friendly to Adams and Clay's administration ill the first instance, and that the 
presses in his interest had abused Jackson in harsher terms than even Ritchie 
used — ^that he was connected with the most corrupt and infamous banks and 
bankers in the State of New York, the opponent of inquiry into their miscon- 
duct, and the advocate of new charters without check or responsibility — ^that 
the Albany Argus was his official organ — ^and that when the swindling establish* 
ments of previous years bad pillaged the people of millions, and no two-thirds 
rn^ty could be found f6 reohttter iU jdeduttucn and FarmersS and other 



114 vam BtJMif, wEwirr, akd tAIs baiwtrtot pets. 

favorite banks of his, in 1826, '27, and ^28, he put forward his Safety Fund 
nostrum, and went for banks by the score, in January, 1529. 1 have also 
shown what that fund was and how it operated. 

The authentic secret correspondence, which providence has thrown in my 
way, will help the historian not a little in his efforts to discover the nnotivei 
which influenced Van Buren* and his confederates to tamper with the currency, 
as they did, from' 1829 to 1841. The letters of C. W. Lawrence, C. C. Cam- 
breleng, S. Wright, B. F. Butler, R. H. Nevins, John Van Buren, Joseph Ker- 
nochan, W. L. Marcy, E. and C. L. Livingston, F. B. Cutting, S. Swartwout, 
E. Croswell, A. C. Flagg, Thad. Phelps, Stephen Allen, and T. W. Olcolt, 
when compared with certain facts and circumstances previously made public,' 
too clearly prove that the war against tlie U. S. Bank, the detestable scheme 
of the pel banks, with the bribery, fraud, bankruptcy, and other accumulated 
miseries inflicted on the public through the derangement of business, had their 
origin at Albany. Jackson, though cunning himself, was but the ready instru- 
ment of still more artful men. Lady Hester Stanhope tells, that when Pitt was 
premier, large sums, hundreds of thousands of pounds, were ofiered to him in 
presents, by men deeply engaged in commerce, speculation, banking, &c., 
doubtless with the hope that he would favor their interests. In the absence of 
proof to the contrary, we may venture to assume that bucktail virtue, like 
English pride, would have spurned all such Fotosian temptations. 

The United States Bank had paid $1,500,000 for the use of the public 
money, during the continuance of its charter ;t the Supreme Court of the Union 

• In Van Buren*s message to Congress, Dec. 5, 1840, he says : 

" When I entered upon the discharge of my ofllcial duties in March, 1837, the act for the distribution of the 
surplus revenue was in a course of rapid execution. Nearly twenty-elghi millions of dollars of the public 
moneys were, in pursuance of its provisions, deposited with tlie Suites in the nlonths of January, April, and 
July, of thaty^r. OCT* In May there occurred a general suspension of specie payrtients by the I>anlc!«, including, 
DCT" ^vith very few exceptions, those in wtiich the public moneys were deported, and upon whose fidelity the Gov- 
55" emment had unfortunately made itself dependent for the revenues which had been collected from the peofrie, 
and were indispensable to the public service. This suspension, and the excesses in banliing and commerce oat 
of which it arose, and which were greatly aggravated by its occurrence, made, to a great extent, unavailftU« 
the principHi part of the public money then on hand; suspended the collection of many niilllons accruing on 
merchants* bonds ; and greatly reduced the revenue arising from customs and the public lands/' 

** The Treasury has it in its power to exert a saiatary influence, first over the deposit banks, which will al- 
ways be selected from the principal Banks in the states, and through them, over the residue. Whatever check 
was exercised by the United States Bank on the issues of the state banks, was done either by refusing to take 
their notes in deposit, or if taken, b^* returning them quickly for specie, if it believed their issues lo be exces- 
8ive. The deposit banks have a right to do the same thing, and are in the habit of exercising it, when, in 
their opinions, an occasion for its exercise exists. Over the deposit banks themselves, the Secretary of the 
Treasury has liberal supervisory powers. He may in his discretion direct, as before remarked, an increase of 
their specie, when it appears by the returns which they are obliged to make U) him at short internals, that their 
isBues are large and disproportionate to their specie on hand ; and a constant and great check is exercised over 
them by the actual public knowledge of their condition obtained through their reports, and the regular publi- 
cation of them." — Van Buren's Letter to Skerrod kVilUams, AugustQ, lfcQ6. 

In his message of 1833, Jackson told Congress, that '' the State Banks selected are all Institutions of high 
character and undoubted strength, and are under the management and control of men of unqnestionat probitff 
and intelligence." In his message of 1837, he said that "a number of the Deposit Banks have, with a com- 
mendable zeal to aid in the improvement of the currency, imported from abroad at their own expense, laiae 
sums of the precious metals for coinage and circulation." The explosion and bankruptcy of 1837 ft>Ilow<M, 
and Wright Sl Co. were ready with their new nostrum, the sub treasury. Ritchie, of the Union, like Tall- 
madge, kicked a little, being up to the chin in speculation. His press designated the honest locos who met In 
the Park, N. Y., " the rabble rout." 

In a letter to S. D. Hastings, dated Forest Hill, Sept. S6, 1840, Charles J. Ingersoli, Chairman of the Com. on 
Foreign Affairs, H. of R., says that *'the chartered power given by our laws to make paper money by 
hanks of discount, TOLERATED IN ALL THEIR VIOLATIONS OF EVERY PRINCIPLE OF RIGHT, la at 
this moment demoralizing Pennsylvania, and particularly Philadelphia, by more folly, ignorance, breach of faith 
and of law, luxury, intemperance, vice, crime, and misery, than can be justly imputed to slavery an3n>vlMn. 
Slavery, I entirely believe with you, distempers any Commonwealth ; but the blood of ours la fatally poisoaed 
by what lenders liberty and equality hanlly worth having." 

t In Webster's report on Finance, in U. S. Senate, June 37, 1834, he states that the Bank of the MetropoHi, 
Washington, had not $100,000 of its notes in circulation— that its credit was so bad that its bills had been sold 
at a discount near its doors— that mora than $009,000 of the public treasure was deposited with it— and that 
those who took its notes as payment ttata government, and carried them to a distance, suflfered loss. General 
Root explains that its ftands were used in land Jobbing in the west, to realise fortunes to PoUl's party patriots. 
This bank and its confederate pets gave tio secnrKy to the country— they paid eo bonus nor Interest— they pay 
Aone now— they, made immense sums by nsing the national ravenoe^thay warn lecooimended by Woodbaf^. 
■ad Tta0y to lend it <mt, BO tlMttbemeiefaaats borrowing might be (^ their party howvvw 
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had UDanimously decided that that charter was coastitatioiial ; a committee of 
CoDgress, and 6ually the House of Representativea, had declared, after inquiry, 
that the national treasure was safe in its vaults; the high tarilt'of 182S, sup- 
ported by Wright and Van Buren with the view of obtaining a surplus of many 
m'ilions of revenue for political distribution and persooal aggrandizement, had 
done its work ; Jackson bad been elected a second time to the Presidency ; and 
now was the time to go into ^^ the general scramble for plunder," as Swartwout 
calls it, in ri^ht earnest. 

The first step of the conspirators was to advise the appointment of William 
J. Duane to the office of Secretary of the Treasury. The offer was made, and 
it was accepted. Mr. Duane was the son of one of the most upright, energetic, 
zealous and consistent democrats ever known to this Union. He had sown the 
good seed of manly, truthful principles in India, England, Ireland, and America 
—had suffered persecution for the love he bore to freedom — had upheld the 
good, and been a terror to the evil doer in high station, during half a century-^ 
was vigilant for his country as a trusted military officer in war — and the foe of 
United States Banks and other monopolies at variance with his ideas of equal 
rights and laws. In Poland, he would have followed Kosciusko ; in France, 
been ready to tear down the Basfile, or participate in the glorious days of 1830. 
What he thought of last and lea/st was the acquisition of wealth ; and he died 
in old age, very poor, with a heart warmed by love and kindness toward his 
fellow-men. Cobbett, who disliked his antipathy to the English system of war, 
taxation, finance, conquests and ill treatment of Ireland, frankly acknowledged 
that William Duane was the most efficient and sleepless opponent England had 
on this continent. I have read the files of the Aurora, no matter how old, with 
real delight, for it was impossible not to see great sincerity united with true 
patriotism, and an informed and reflecting mind, in the remarks of its conductor, 
who, with " Montague on Republics," believed that " There cannot be a more 
certain symptom of the approaching ruin of a state, than when a firm adherence 
to party is fixed upon as the only test of merit, and when all the qualifications, 
requisite to the discharge of every employment, are reduced to that single stan- 
dard." ' 

His son,^ William John Duane, whom Jackson called to his cabinet, in May, 

wrong. General Root, in N. Y. Senate, Feb. 7, 1841, said that " the deposit banks were expected to support 
the Ck>vernnient even in the local elections— in short, to do all its dirty work. The customers of these Banks 
were required to sapport the Administration, otherwise they could get no accommodation. The New York 
merchants sell their goods to the country merchants on credit. When the merchants from the country went 
to the city, they were told, we cannot give you credit unless we can get accommodation at the hanks. Hie 
Banks will ^nt discount to those who are opposed to the Government The consequence was, that the mer- 
chants were compelled to support the Administration. Thirty or forty Pet Banks were appointed for the ex- 
press purpose of doing the work of the Administration. There was no need of proof of this — it was open, pal- 
pable, visible bribery— obvious to every man, woman and child in the country. Was there ever such an attempt 
to overwhelm the whole land in a sea of corruption 1^* 

Wherein did this system, which may have made fortunes for Polk, Butler, Van Buren, Lawrence, Cam- 
hreleng, Marcy, White & Co., its creators, differ from that in operation now, as presided over by Walker, Bah- 
croft, Marcy and Polk ? 

Who was Nicholas Biddle, whom Blair, Croswell, Green, and Bennett, so systematically abused at the word 
of command from Van Buren, Polk & Co.1 The favorite of Monroe, of Adams, of Jackson, a democratic con- 
Itressman, affluent before he entered the bank, and nominated by Andrew Jackson and confirmed by the Sen- 
ate, in 1830, in 1831, and a third time, in 1832, as a government director of the Bank, as he hud been for aevea 
years before by Monroe and Adams. The moment Mr. Ahab Van Buren coveted Mr. Naboth Btddle*s vineyard 
he raised such a dust about his ears, thronsh the collar presses, that many persons, myself among the number, 
believed him to be as great a monster as his bank was said to be. 

"» As Secretary, Diiane gives evidence of a sound judgment, first rate business talent, a^id 

great uprightness. Of his title to superior ability as a statesman, when compared to Jackson, 
oik, Van Buren, Lawrence, Wright, Butler, Taney, Cambrelene, and the rest of the pet bank 
junto, let his conduct, and his reasons for it, be compared with the result of THE £aP£RI- 
MENT, and the tardy confessions of the men who made it 

In a letter to Moses Dawson, dated in 18^, General Jackson, aAer sa3ring that he had eon- 
ildence in the honesty of state banks at the tiine he pUoed in tbair Tudts fte deposits^ adds: 
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1833, was a lawjer of eminence in Philadelphia, one of the executors oP the 

generous French banker, Girard, who, as if to shame the intolerant naiivB party 
of our day, left millions of dollars, to educate American children, while Smith- 
son, an Ij^nglishman, sent $500,000 across the ocean for a like generous pur- 
e)se. Duane wrote Girard's will, was long his adviser, was opposed to the 
nited States Bank, in 1811 and 1816, alvxiys and on principle; and, with his 
father, threw their great popularity in Pennsylvania into the Jackson scale, in 
1824, when Van Buren, Ritchie, and the selfish politicians, into whose hands 
he fell in 1833, were slandering his name, and ridiculing his pretensions. 

Mr. Duane had represented the Philadelphia democrats in the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, had written much that was useful, was married to a grand-daughter 
of that eminent American, Benjamin Franklin ;* and, with his father, had given 
the war of 1812, an early, elHci^nt, and continued support. He was opposed to 
congressional caucuses, and had no need to twn to the winning side, when 
Jackson was victorious, in 1828. For twelve years has this great and good 
man been allowed to remain in private life, traduced and slandered by the 
Globe, Argus, and kindred presses in the pay of Van Burenism, while his great 
experience, true patriotism, and sterling honesty would have been of vast im- 
portance in the Congress of the Union. 

]So doubt. Van Buren, Kendall, and their confederates deceived themselves 

" But was this confidence well founded, and whose fault is it that it was not 1 Let their 
treachery to the government and the people answer. Every day that the directors of these 
banks met at their boards, they knew their liabilities, and their assets to meet them. They 
were repeatedly and earnestly cautioned by the treasury department not to over-issue — their 
charters prohibited it — ^their solemn obligations to the government and the people, and every 
principle of moral honesty, forbade it. Still, in open violation of all obligations, they sus- 

S ended spscie payments in a time of profound peace, robbed the treasury of many millions of 
oUars, and cried out, at the same time, that the treasury was bankrupt. 
" The history of the world never has recorded such base trcacherv and perfidy, as has been 
committed by the deposit banks against the government, and purely with the view of grati- 
fying Biddle and the Barings, and by the suspension of specie payments, embarrass, and ruiUj 
if Ifieij cmUd, t/teir mon co\i>ntnj, for the selfish views of making large profits by throwing out 
millions of depreciated paper upon the people — selling their specie at large premiums, igid 
buying up their own paper at discounts of from 25 to 50 per cent., and now looking forward 
to be indulged in these speculations for years to come, before they resume specie payments." 
Cornelius W. Lawrence, the apocryphal President of perhaps the most corrupt of these 
banks, thus denounced by Jackson, is selected by Polk in 1845, as Collector of the Port of N. 
Y., and confirmed in 18«) by the Senate ! His letters to Hoyt and others show that he acted 
contrary to his oath (which was, to vote according to his best judgment), in supporting the 
spoliation of the U. S. Bank. A two million charter was handed to him, from Albany, in 
1836, as some pecuniary recompense for tear and wear of conscience — some two millions of 
the plunder of the national bank were placed in the custody of the new concern — Lawrence 
became its president, as a matter of course— and, with over S4,000,000 of a paid up capital 
and United States deposits, its doors were shut upon the people and their government, while 
the ink with which its charter had been written was yet scarcely dry. When Lawrence bec^ime 
Collector, throu^ the friendship of President Polk, his brother Joseph slipped into office as 
bank president ; and their defaulting paper factory, though denounced by Jackson, is once 
more a pet of Polk and Walker, with the use of millions of the public treasure to its mana- 
gers, without bonus or interest ! Who can doubt the result ! Not the authorities at Wash- 
ington. 

♦ Sarah, daughter of Benjamin Franklin, married Richard Bache, editor of the Aurora, 
Philadelphia. Colonel William Duane, a native of the Province of N. Y., succeeded Mr. 
Bache in the management of that popular journal, and was appointed by Madison, in 1813, a 
brigadicr^eneral in the armies of the Union. His son, the fearless secretary of the treasury, 
married a daughter of Mr. Bache, and her mother, Mrs. Sarah Bache, died in Oct., 1808, aged 
64 years. 1 have long and anxiously wished that some able, well-informed friend of the 
family, who has access to the necessanr materials, would compile and publish the Life and 
Times of William Duane. To the Union, to Britain, and to Ireland, the land of his fore- 
fathers, the lessons that timt work would teach would be invaluable. 
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into a belief, that Duane's known dislike to the principle on which the U. S:' 
Bank was chartered, would enable them to make of him a powerful and popa- 
lar instrument, for the achievement of their grand scheme of bank plunder, al<* 
ready resolved upon. But they had mistaken their man.* 

Previous to the loss of liberty in Greece, as Thucydides tells us, " while 
each party endeavored, by every possible method, to get the better of itat anta- 
gonist, the most fla°;rant acts of injustice were perpetrated on both sides. Mo- 

* Amos Kendall. — I have, In formier chapters, and in a separate work, endeavored to aiuu 
lyze the pietism ot' Benjamin F. Butler, it now becomes necessary that I should tbnnaUy 
introduce his twin brother in politics, piety, and principle, Amos Kendall, Postnaaster Gtenarai 
to Martin Van Buren, Director of the Commonwealth Bank, Kentucky, Fourth Auditor ot 
the U. S. Treasurv, an editor of the Globe, the Ejcpositor, and the Kentucky Argus, and special 
agent for Jackson^s advisers in baigainlng with tne Pet Banks for the use of the public reve- 
xvue, l^K3-34. If it be true, as we aretoid in Gil Bias, that <' there are few breasts capaciooi 
enough to afford house room for two such opposite inmates as political ambition and grattr 
tude^** some excuse may be found for the conduct of Amos Kendall towards his.eariy bcae- 
factor, Henry Clay. 

In Kendall's own account of his life and adventures, which shows that he was bom cm that 
day in the year in which Hull surrendered his army, he makes strong professions of mesk'^' 
ness, humility, and Christian forbearance — " Deacon Ziebcdee Kendall, of Dunstable," his 
honored sire, is introduced singing David's psalms, saying grace before meat and grace after 
meat, and offering up to heaven prayer and praise — ^pious appeals are made to the Lord, to 
conscience, and to the world — ana the Democratic Review for March, 1838, paints Amos as 
"EXTREMELY SIMPLE in character— jdain, mild, and unassuming in manners- 
estimable and amiable." 

O'Sullivan elevates Kendall into a very Father Mathew of temperance while he was at 
college, but we are reminded of Butlers famous patroon scene at the Sandy Hill bank, where 
Kendall himself, in his journal, pictures the Yankee lawyers who had gone to Kentucky to 
mend tlieir fortunes. " We again returned to the tavern where were three or four Yankee 
emigrant lawyers, and we made ourselves Merry with brandy." 

Amos landed in Kentucky in 1814, a lean, gaunt, hungry adventurer, and, as the event 
proved, an unprincipled and ungrateful one — he was received into the.faniily of Henry Clay 
when absent in Europe, as the instructor of his children — ^treated by Mrs. Clay with- great 
kindness both in health and sickness — assisted by Mr. Clay, on his return, to get forwani in 
the world, accommodated by him with a loan of $1500, introduced to his political friends, 
patronized as an editor, aided in obtaining the puWic printing in Kentucky, and when, in 
1825, Clay became Secretary of State, offi^ed a situation in the state department. Why did 
he not accept it 1 His letter to Mr. Clay, in 1828, will explain. " You afterwards offered me 
(says he) a clerkship with a salary of $1000, which I declined, expressing a willingness to 
accept one of $1500." Amos was ready to join the democratic administration of Clay and 
Adams, at $1^, but couldn't take $1000. Jackson's friends, through Green, had outbid that. 
They hastened to buy Amos up — and enabled him to turn his marketable talents with eSsdt 
against the character and standing of his early friend. Trading politicians may a^^ilaud hia 
worldly prudence — ^the parasite ot power will award him a vulgar sympathy — but lirom pure- 
minded Americans, such conduct as I am about to describe will ever meet Tiith unqualified 
reprobation and deserved contempt. 

Kendall denies that he was once for a Bank of the United States and a protective tariff, or 
that he owes a debt of gratitude to Henry Clay. He a.ssures the readers ot the Expositor that 
his " opposition to Mr. Clay was forced on by the heartlessness and ingratitude of Mr. Clay 
himself/* 

A letter of Kendall's to John C. Knowlton, of Lo^-ell, dated Washington, July 1 1th, I8fl9> 
appeared in the New York Evening Post. Here Is an ejrtract : 

-this feeling predlgpoged me to tJiTlik well of Mr. Clay, and READILY PALL INTO THE SUP1W)HT 



" OF HIS POLITICAL VIEWS. Accordingly, when he became a candidate for the presidency. I ESPOCSBD 

" HIS CAUSE with alacrity and zeal. My time, my tabour, aad ny money were nil lavished witi^ut 

'' ezpectation of reicard TO ADYAtiCR MR. CLAY. If I owed him or bis family any obligations they were 
'* richly repaid in that contest. AMOS KENDALL.'* 

Mr. Clay was then, as lie is now, the champion of one regulating hank — the United States 
Bank — in pret^encc to one thousand of them — ^favored, as now, a protective tzriA] and internal 
improvements by vote of Congress — and had disapproved of General Jackson's conduct is 
Florida, and pronounced it tyraimical and unjust. Kendall tells us that he preferred Clay to 
Jackson, for President—" readily fell into the support of his POUTIClL vlew»," and 
"e^poofied hi» cause with alaentyand seal.-' Why. then dsaythathe was ''onoe for the 



1^ 
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dprate man, who refused to join with either, w^re alike the objects of their r«- 
aentiueat, a^d equally proscribed by either faction." Where is the difference 
b^eyUk voane's case ? He was induced to support Jackson, through a belief 
• that he would act up to the manly principles laid down in his letters to Mon- 
roe. . Did he try to do It ] 

Duane took office in June, 1S33, and was afterwards informed that it was the 
wish of the President that he should remove the national treasure from the 



Kendall afklressed a long letter to Clay, through the Frankfort Argus, which was copied into 
tbeJSTeniiig Post of Nov. 1827, in which he assures him that he preferred him as Secretary, 
with Adams as President, to the election of Jackson, and that he and Blair, since of the Globe, 
wrote in 1825 to the members of Congress, trom Kentaclnr, urging them to vote against Jack" 
sm and in fasm of AdamSf with this view, Kendall abo wrote to Clay before the presi- 
dential election was decided, that he preibrred Jackson to Adams, all things being equal— but, 
said he, " if OUR INTERESTS can be promoted by any other arrangement, I shall be con- 
lent" " Our interests" are uppermost still. 

bi Kendall's evidence before the Kentucky Legislature, he savs that Mr. Clay intended to 
pve him a situation at Washin^on, in 1825, and tliat he (Kendall) stood ready to defend with 
his pen die political character ol his early ihend. In a letter to David White, who had volod 
in Congress for Mr. Adams as President, dated March 8th, 1828, he says, '^ We knew that 
Mr. Clay was to be Secretary of State, and FOR THAT REASON promoted Mr. Adams's 
election^ and prevented, of course, that of Andrew Jackson. He asserts that he supported 
Adams because Clay was to be Secretary, and yet he told the Kentucky Legislature on oaUi, 
that he believed the charge by Jackson a^nst Ulay, of having bai^ained with Adams, was A 
BASE SLANDER, and that he had applied to Clay for a situation in Washington, where he 
would have defended him through the press against that slander ! In a letter addressed to 
Clay, and dated Frankfort, Oct. 11, 1836, Kendall says *• Whatever course I may feel con- 
strained to take in relation to the administration generally, I trust I shall not be the means ac 
the occasion of casting an^ imputation upon your integrity and honor." 

Kendall swears that it is his solemn beliet there was no bargain at all. Bat turn to his 
letter to Mr. Knowlton already quoted. He there has quite a din'erent story to tell. He says: 



** la revtowinc my coarse, I have but one thing to regret It is, timt I did not, regardless of all imputattoos, 
' take a decisive itand agrinst the Union of MeKsra Adams and Clay in 1^^. I kntw Uiat Mr. Clay violated tbe 
"wish of bia state; I KNEW THAT THE UNION WAS INTERESTED AND SELFISH. Instead of being 



*' take a decisive stand agrjnst the Union of Messrs Adams a 

"wish of bis state; I KNEW THAT THE UNION WAS ^ 

** SitiBNT, I ought boldly to have denounced it. I oufrht to have been as seiibible ns I am now tliat no common 
'*abligatkm of private friendsliip, and no fear of imputed liigraiitude can jusuty a public umn in WINKING at a 
** vblalioiiof the fundamental principles of our free institutions. On this puint 1 am goiliy.— AMOS KENDALL.** 

There's a confession for you ! " Give me a $1 ,500 place,*' says the pious politician, ** and 



m call ye white as driven snow— though I know that your conduct was interested and selfish. 
Buy me at my price — I'm in the market, and if you don't your opponents will. Hire me, and 
ril go with you for the tariff, the bank, internal improvement, Adams, anjrthing— neglect me, 
and I will be found among your most bitter enemies. You wanned me into life, as the coun- 
Urman did the snake — if you don't wish to be stung, give me my price." Sucn, though noC 
Kendall's words, is the substance of his offer. Clay spurned it, feendall became his enemy, 
and tised the influence Clay had obtained for him to secure the vote of Kentucky for Jackson 
and Van Buren, next Presidential election. General Duff Green, the Jackson and Calhoun 
editor, before Blair, " once for the bank," supplanted him, says, — " It will be seen that at the 
very moment that he was negotiating with Mr. Clay for a salary of $1,500, as the price of his 
removal to Washington, for the purpose of vindicating Mr. Clay against these ' sLaND£RS 
which were afloat against him,' he was negotiating with me, for a stipulated sum, which I 
pad him to remain in Frankfort to assail Mx. Clay." Whether Green proved that it was ** at 
the verv moment," I do not now remember, but if it was not, it was very soon atler. ** I 
winhea at guilt till hired to assail it," is the substance of Kendall's pretended coniession to 
Knowlton. General Green was supplied by his party with funds — Kendall got money — paid 
his debt to Mr. Clay, and became the ready instrument of his enemies. General Green de- 
scribes him as " ambitious, ungrateful, mercenary, and corrupt" 
In his letter to Knowlton. K^tdall says, — 

** Tbey (meaning the friends of Clay nnd Adams) comblaod to withdraw from me all public and private 
** PATRONAGE, to destroy mv character, und reduce my Amily to degradation and beggary. I felt that Mr. 
•«Clay was ungrateful.— AMOS KtlNDALL.*' 

I select the following passage from page 374 of the Expositor, for 1843, by Amos Kendall, 
Washington : 

"Impudvncv— TSK LikTMT Spicxx EX. —Mackenzie, in bis New York Examiner, says we were 'once /or a 
haUtr IfiBlausiiafBittbb: 
**W<ckrtifwssk,tt>oittiisfttrgM«th,tlieqioheukeipiB«aitiad c aDanc i BgBftr. Tyki beeaose be wdnU 
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United States Bank, and place it in other banks. He refused to do this unless 
ordered by Congress, or unless reasons should be assigned to justify his doing 
80. Thomas Ritchie, of the l/nioji^ approved of his courae ia thus refusing. 
He asked the opinion of Col. Duane, his father, who also told him that he had 
acted rigbt, though he thought the bank charter unconstitutional, and disappror- 
ed of its management. 
The speculating banks and politicians, of whom Van Buren was the ready 

not make cnmmnn cause with the Van Boren cUqa« I bave described ; and Kendall, once for tbe btak, Joiai 
Cios«veil and follows iiuit.* 

There w nothing too barefhced for depravity to invent and malice to assert; bat tbe serptnt who makes m 
chMrge like this, Mini^ mily hia owo body. 

FriMB 1918, tlie Bank Uoiuher uevej- ceased to receive our blows when we couM ttrike with tbe least eflbct ; 
and in 1833, in tie remival of the deposits, which fiisickeiizie condemns, we cut tbe club wiib which our Hercu- 
les s(uw IL Bat for ibat inaai*ur^, it woold have lived uuM it p ritHiwl hi its own oomiptkiu, iavolvlBf Um 
Government in the ruin which overlook ilie t<>o coiifidint; st'ickholders. 

Th re IS one con^o atioii in such atuicks : 1*hey djstrviy the confidence of tbe people in all tbe Rbds wbteh 
flow fpNM tbe same 8ourc<) upoa more imponaut penoiiages." 

Did not Kendall do his very best to secure the election of Adams over Jackson in 183S, 
when he found that Clay could not be elected by the House of Oepresentative^-^and was not 
Adams then, as now, the advocate of a national bank in preference to a thousand unchecked 
state banks 1 Kendall's Expositor contained 'endless harangues against bank and tarifl^ 
their unconstitutionality, but did he not support the advocates of both, and also of internal 
improvements, till he got his price 1 Yes, and in 1817-18, he and his friends, and partiaans 
caus»l charters to be granted to more than forty spurious banks, thereby flooding the state 
of Kentucky with worthless paper. 

From the Kentucky Arguis by Keqdall, (copied into t^ National Intelligencer, Sepu 15, 1^4.) 

" Jacluon will get Tennessee and Clay will Ket Kentucky as certainly as they remain candidates, and Indiana 

has but to select liim whose iioUcy 1^ most fhvoiirabit; to h r Inrerens, nnd whose tat«'nts are nio«t competent to 

priMooie them. Tnat thi^ is 11 nry Clay, thk fowsKr 0l asvooatb of iiitiriul iKmovsMBiiTs AhD DOMsanc 

XAMUFACTURKS, uo Unprejudiced man can doubt.** 

In 1816, Mr. Clay voted for the late U. S. Bank, and has ever since continually avowed 
that he thinks such an institution necessary and constitutional. 

Will Kendall assert that he tried, first to elect Clay in 18:^, and then Adams in 1825, be- 
cause they were for t^ bank, and to keep out Jackson because he was opposed to it 1 He had 
better adinit that he was a mean, sordid, mercenary adventurer, ready to go for any (ainciples 
or any men that paid best. Indeed he has admitted as much in his letter to Knowlton. 

Mr. Clay, previous to Kendall's desertion to the Jackson camp, had supported a bill to 
pledge the bank bonus as an internal improvement fund — had declared Uiat Congress might 
Moropriate the revenue to construct canals and post roads — had advocated in the smng ot 
iSiO a high protective tarift'— liad voted to censure General Jackson for his conduct in Florida 
—and had made Adams President of the United States. All this Kendall endorsed as demo- 
cratic, till be refused him a $;1,500 oflice, while Jacksonism held out the prospe<;t of an auditor- 
ship at ^,000. The Arnold, the Dumouriez of politics, in 1826, joined Blair whom, as an 
endorser forS'20,000, the bank of the United States had forgiven, and hired himself out to tra- 
duce the man whose kind family and hospitable mansion nad afforded him a slielter when 
he was a hungry, friendless sUanger, a biieliess barrister travelling in search of strife. 
Yes, it is true, Kendall deeply injured the personal and political friend who had given him 
consideration in Kentucky, and whose family had tended him in sickness. This was done 
for money, gain — ihcre was no principle involved. 

My impression, until I saw Clay's statement on page 69 of vol. i, of Minors Public Docu- 
ment for 1834, was, that he owned much stock in the U. S. Bank, and was deeply indebted to 
it. He sJated, however, in Senate, Dec. 19, 1833, that he had not been counsel for the bank 
since 1825, had not held a share for many years, did not owe the bank a cent, had voted for it 
in 1816, but subscribed for none ol' its stock, and on the failure of a friend twelve or fifteen 
years before, had as his endorser, become responsible to the bank for a large amount whioh 
ne had paid, owing the institution no favor. 

letter, Amos Kendall to Henry Clay, at Washington, dated Frankfort, Ky., Jan. lil, 18S6. 
'' Dear Sir :— Our legislature is ^ne, but have left us no repooe. We have a prospect of a contest more embitten^d 
than ever. I reeret it, ami would gladly escap*} from tt ; but the fatos se«m to order It otherwise. I may mia- 
take, but 1 think the legi^Iniure will be sustained. The excitement in amoug those opposed lo ruinoviiu tbe 
judges by any mcansi. As I informed you, the rvsolntiuns requestiiig you to vote fur Jackson paatted, and you 
h'lve'ioubileRS received them. Jaekson is my second ehciee, uU circumstances being equal between him and 
■ Adams. But if our int rest in the tosst can be promoUd by mm othtr arrangomentt I shall be eon^nt. Jit any 
rate, let vs have a Prestdant. I would sooner vote ft^r any of iha three than have a VjDtgarenfi fbr Aiur years. 
Do vhat ymi think beet^the Argiu toili not eompUuBf becauae it has faUh that- you wiil do nothing to compro' 
mil The interests of the western ooautry . or the natloir. Sf newely ytmr friend, ' AMOB kqNJ>AIiL/* " 
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agent, were eager to grasp tbe many millions of money, the proceeds of heavy 

/xation, which the tariff of 1828 had imposed. Duane's reasons for refiis-^ 
gto gratify them, as stated to General Jackson, were very powerful. 
He reminded the General that the law made him responsible to Congress if 
) he removed the deposites — that the proposed pet banks were far less safe than 
' thfe bank of the U. S. — that Congress had pronounced the public money safe—* 
V that no thorough investigation had been made into the affairs of the bank — that 
' no real, adequate security would be offered by the local banks, and that he 
could not judge of their iitness or solvency by hearsay — that he had not been 
confirmed in his office by the Senate — that the U. S. Bank had received and paid 
400 millions of dollars for government, without the loss of a cent, but that it wa» 
a well-known fact that millions had been already lost to the country, by trusting 
the public money with the managers of local banks, the misconduct of w hich had 
caused much uncertainty as to the value and amount of the paper currency— 
that if the U. S. Bank was selfish, as had been said, surely the local banks would 
not prove less so — that they would trade upon the public money to be entrusted to 
them, and be unable to refund it when required to do so — that perhaps it would 
be better for the government to do without any banks at all — that now was the 
time to make a full inquiry as to that — that it would be very unwise to enter into 
entangling alliances with institutions which derange, depreciate, and banish gold 
and silver, the only constitutional currency — that a thorough inquiry into the con- 
dition of the currency was much required, but that we need not look for the neces- 
sary information from interested bank agents — that it would be well to resist a 
combination of powerful monied monopolies before the only means of resistance 
would be through a public convulsion—- that both the local and United States 
Banks were monopolies, alike at variance with the sovereignty of the United 
States and the general good of the people — that a removal of the deposites 
would bring on a struggle for power between the national and state banks, by 
means of which thousands of innocent persons would be ruined — and that if 
there must be banks for social or fiscal uses, surely one bank'^ for the whole 

♦ Loais McLane, Secretary of the Treasury before Duaue, opposed the removal of the 
deposits, and so did Cass, though the latter was pliant and ready to go either way. Van Bu- 
ren, in private, professed to McLane, for some time after Toland's Report, and the vote in the 
H. of R. favorable to the bank, that he too was o-pposed to the removal ! ! Of course, it was Van 
Buren, and his Safety Fund Banks, that controlled the vote of this state in Congress, and it 
was that vote that controlled the deposit question. The language of the Globe, Post, and 
Argus and of Cambreleng, Beardsley, Vanderpoel, Wright, and Tallmadge — Lawrence and 
Butlers Letters— Wright's orders to the legislature of N. Y., through Ho\t (v. 246, No. 256), 
and the 118 votes in the A&sembly — also the great meeting at Tammany HsJl, and John Van 
Buren's correspondence, afford ample proof that Van Buren and his confederates decided the 
removal of the public monev. Colonel Young had a deep interest in the Safety Fund Banks, 
and we find him declaring that black lines ought to be drawn across the faces of the Senators 
who had censured Jackson for removing the deposits. 

In 1834, Silas Wright " would merely pronounce his opinion that the country would sustain 
the Executive arm of the government in the experiment now making to substitute the State 
Institutions for the Bank of the United Stales. He had most entire confidence in the full and 
complete success of the experiment. It was his firm opinion that the steps that had been taken 
would redound to the honor and best interests of the country." When the banks broke, 
Wright talked in this fashion : " Under this law, all the existing deposit banks accented their 
high trust to the government and people of the country, and received some forty millions of 
the public treasure, and yet, strange to tell, before a single twelvemonth had pass«i away, they 
all refuse to pay gold and silver for their notes. Nay more, and worse, they even refuse to pay 
to the ^vemment anything but their own irredeemable bank notes — those notes which the law 
prcAibits the officers of the government from either receiving or paying out, for the millions 
entrusted to their safe keeping. The drafts of the Treasurer of the IT. S., drawn upon a depo- 
sit bank for a mere trust fund, belonging to individual citizens, which fund was by the govern- 
ment imported from abroad in gold and silver, and in gold aiid silver placed in that bank for 
safekeeping, have been diaboDored and retoxned iivitboat payment, because the holder of the 
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eojantry^uDder the control of Congress, was better than a thousand banks altogether 
irresponsible — that one effect of taking the public treasure from the (J. S. Bank 
(in which the public had invested seven millions of dollars), and placing it ia 
the keeping of a host of local banks, with their gambling, stock-jobbing, land 
speculating managers, might be to drive the people to adopt a third U. S. Bank, 
as a refuge from their irredeemable trash (which but for Harrison's sudden 
death and Tyler's unexpected vetoes, would have been the case in 1841). 

He did not propose the Sub Treasury scheme, but expressed the most decided 
opposition to the U. S. Bank — he would institute a thorough inquiry, but not be 
rashly guilty of a breach of the obligation of contracts toward the bank. If the 
bank had done wrong the judiciscry were able to punish. He thought it danger- 
ous to place in the hands of a secretary of the treasury, dependent for his office 
on the will of the President, a power to favor or punish local banks, and conse- 
quently to make them political machinery (like Van Buren's Safety Fund 
Union.) He knew that the efforts made to hasten the removal of the deposites 
did not originate with patriots or statesmen, but in schemes to promote factious 

drafts would not receive the irredeemable bills of that bank in satisfaction." Duane had 
shown it would be so before " the experiment" was made, and that it had always been so. 
Wright knew that just as well in 1834 as in 1838. Matthew L. Davis writes Webb, Feb. 8, 
1834, that at a meeting of the Senators for N. Y. and the committee of merchants of N. Y., 
favorable to a U. S. Bank, Wright said, " Gentlemen, I am opposed to any U. S. Bank, but if 
we must have a bank, I do not want a commercial but a political bank." In his speech of 
March 2», 1834, he calls the pet banks "perfectly safe agents, fully competent to discharge all 
the duties required in the collection and disbursement of the public revenue." 

" When I bow down myself in the House of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this 
thing,** said Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, to Elisha the Hebrew prophet 
of God. In like manner, John C. Calhoun's clear intellect can discern and acknowledge evil 
wherever it exists, unless it be in the enslavement of the sons of Africa ; and he was now ready 
to warn the Senate of the manifold miseries which Van Buren's extension of the N. Y. Salety 
Fund system would bring upon his country. In his speech, January 13, 1834, he foresha- 
dowed, in the clearest manner, the landjobbing of the Butlers, Wrights, Van Burens, and 
their associates — Judge Woodbury pulling the wires for the rise and fall of stocks — Hoyt 
lending Beers the public funds — John Van Buren speculating in 1834, and drawing cash 
from the public in 183(5 — Swartwout keeping the bonds ^^ as he kept them — and the Man- 
hattan and its confederate banks lending the public treasure to their corrupt managers, whfle 
the government bade them, as il' in derision, to help the merchants. They did help them, at 
the usury of cent per cent. 

Mr. Calhoun's really prophetic remarks were as follow : 

" Let us not deceive ourselves — this league — this association of banks — created by the . Executive — bound to- 
gether by influence — united in coininon articles of association— vivified and sustained by receiving the deposits 
of the public money, and having their notes converted, by being received everywhere by the Treasury, into the 
common currency of the country, is to all intents and purposes, a Bank of the United States — the Executive 
Bank of the U. S., as distinguished from that of Congress. However, it might fail to perform satisfactorily the 
usefnl functions of the Bank of the U. S., as incorporated by law, it would outstrip it— far outstrip it— in nil its 
dangerous qualities, in extending the power, the influence and the corruption of the government. It was impossible 
to conceive any institution more admirably calculated to advance these objects. Not only tho selected banks, 
bnt the whole banking institutions of the country, and with it the entiire money power, for the purposes of 
speculation, peculation, and corruption, would be placed under the control of the Executive. A system of 
menaces and promises will be establi^hed^if menace to the banks in possession of the deposites, but which 
nii^t not be entirely subservient to Executive views ; and by promise of future favors to those who may not 
As yet enjoy its favors. Between the two, the Banks would be left without Influence, honor, or honesty ; 

AND A 5TSTBM OF SPECULATION AND STOCK-JOBBING WOULD COMMENCK, UNEQUALLED IN THE ANNALS OP OUR 

COUNTRY. I fear they have already commenced— 1 fear the means which have been put into the bands of the 
minions of powei' by the removal of the deposits, and placing them in the vaults of dependant banks, 
have extended their cupidity to the public lands, particutarly in the southwest ; nnd that to this we must attri- 
bute the recent phenoniena in th.it qnarter— immensk and valuable tracts or land sold at short notice 
—SALES FRAUDULENTLY POSTPONED TO AID THE SPECULATORS ! with which, if I am not mis- 
iaformed, a name not unknown to this body (Gwin) has performed a prominent part. As to stock-jobbing, this 
new arrangement will open a fleld which Rothschild himself may envy. It has been found hard work— very 
hard, no doubt— by the jobbers in stock who have been engaged in attempts to raise or depress the price of 
United States Bank Stock ; lint no work will be more easy than to raise or depress the price of the stock of the 
selected banks, at the pleasure off the Executive. Nothing more will be required than to ;!ive or withhold der 

Kites — to draw, or abstain from drawing warrants — to pamper them at one time, and starve them at another. 
OSK WHO WOULD BE IN TIIE SECRET, AND WHO WOULD KNOW WHEN TO BUY AND WHEN TO stKLL, WOUr.O 
BAVB THE KEANS OF REALIZING, BY DEALING IN THE STOCKS, WHATEVER FORTVME THBT MIOBT rLSASl." 
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purposes, and that the whole proceeding would tend to diminish the confidence of 
the world in our regard for national credit and n-putation. 
. On the 20th of Sept., 1833, the Globe announced that the deposites would b« 

^ removed. Next morning Mr. Duane waited on the President, and told him he' 
would neither resign office nor remove the public money to the pets.* Jacl^son 
tried to bribe him, or call it what else you please, with the $18,000 bait whicb' 
80 many have swallowed since, the Russian embassy sinecure. " My dear Mr.' 
Duane (said the President), we must separate as friends. Far ft-om desiring that 
you should sustain any injury, you know I have intended to give you the high-^ 
est appointment now in my gift. You shall have the mission to Russia." " I 
am sincerely thankful to you, sir (replied Duane), for your kind disposition — 
I desire no new station, and barely wish to leave my present one blameless, or 
free from apprehension for the future. Favor me with a written declaration of 
your desire that 1 should leave office, as I cannot carry out your views as to the 
deposites, and 1 will take back this letter [in which he had stated the same 
determination]." On Sept. 23d, General Jackson wrote his resolute officer, 
'^ I feel myself constrained to notify you that your further services as secretary 

* In a letter to Joseph Neef, Sept. 3d, 1838, Mr. Duane said of General Jackson, " His 
inclinations werepatriotic, but his passions were undisciplined. Of both, designing men took 
the advantage. The possession of power produced adulation and servility, and these intoxi- 
cated the President, as they had bewildered greater men. He could not bear contradiction, 
and was himself overcome by the lust of overcoming. At length a vindictive syirit mingled 

itself with feelings which, if well regulated, would have been honourable and useful. 

The President, while he fancied his will was the true spring of acticAi, was but a purveyor for 
the ambitious and selfish men around him. While declaiming against abuses of the bank, he 
was assisting speculators in politics, stocks, and lands [such as Wright, Butler, Young, Van 
Buren, Marcy, Kendall, Ho}^, Stilweil, Stephen Allen, Blair, Cambreleng, Wetmore and 
Swartwout] to gratify their own rapaciousness. The notion that his clandestine associates 
[Kendall, Whitney, Blair, &c.] were shocked at the transactions of the bank, or at the want of 
morals in Congress, is preposterous." 

The Maysville Eagle published a private letter from Mr. Duane to a. gentleman in Maaola 
county, Kentucky, dated Philadelphia, Oct. 17, 1833, as follows: 

" Dear Sir : I have just now received your letter of the iOth instant, expressinff your approbHtion of my 
course as Secretary of the Treasury. I have always been, and am, op|K>sed to the U. S. Bank, nnd to all twth 
aristocratic mouopoiies ; but, I considered the removal of the deposites unnecessary, unwise, vindictive, afU- 
trary and unjust. I believed that the law gave to the Secretary of the Treasury, and not to th« President, cUs- 
creiion on tlie question ; and I would not act to oblige the President nor any body else when I thought it im- 
proper to do so. [ never asked ofhce— I accepted it reluctantly, and was removed for an hone&t di^GhHrge of 
my duty. If to keep office and $t>000 a year, I had given up my judgment, I should have brought shame upon 
the gray hairs of my father, and upon my numerous children : so that I am content to return to humble litb 
with a tranquil mind. W. J. Duane.*' 

" Mr. Duane was dismissed (say Blair, Van Buren and Kendall, through the Globe of 
Nov. 19) for faithlessness to his solemn written pledges, and for the exhibition of bad feelings 
which made him totally imfit for the station to which he had been elevated. He was not dis- 
missed merely for refusing to remove tlie deposites." Heniy Clay explained the thing more 
clearly in one of his speeches. " A son (said he) of one of the fathers of democracy, b^ an 
adininisaadun professing to be democratic, was expelled from office, and his place supplied, 
by a gentleman, who, throughout his whole career, has been uniformly opposed to democracy." 
Mr. Taney was ready to oblige Wall street, Hoyt, Butler, Lawrence and Cambreleng, oy re- 
moving many millions of dollars from a bank whose paper circulated throughout the Union and 
abroad, lo weak banks whose bills had only a local circulation, and of whose stock the Union 
held not a dollar. 

Flattery sent Napoleon tu Moscow— it induced Jackson to dismiss Duane, to cause his 
character to be traduced, and to cling to Kendall, Van Buren, Blair and Butler, who had 
mocked and sneered at his pretensions as a candidate for the presidency in 18*23 and '34, 
while the Duanes, father and son, were afibrding him their unbought, disinterested and power- 
ful support. In August, 1833, Van Buren had three Safety Fund Commissioners— Amos 
Kendall was despatched from Washington as Commissioner the fourth— James Gordon 
Bennett was his crony— they quarrelled— Bennett published Kendall's private correspondence 
with him, adding, that " assuming at times the spirit of enthusiasm for liberty, and purity of 
"purpose, you [Kendall] contrive to hide purposes of the deepest avarice, and to conceal the 
"most un&hrinking ferocity toxvards those who presume to cross your path." 
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of the treasury are do longer required."^ And from that day to this, Duane haft 
remained a full private ; while Taney, hia successor, as the recompense of his 
pliant suppleness in a dishonest cause, has ascended to the seat of John Marshall, 
as Chief Justice of the Union ! Does any one suppose that Taney, had he 
resisted Van Buren k Co.'s spoliation scheme, would have received that promo« 
tioa ? N0| indeed. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



Polk and the Pet8.'--^Polk^8 Early Life.-^Bank Defaulten^^GHstDold on ike 
Banks.-^Van Buren*8 PoHcij in ISS7, — Mechanics* £ank,-^Marcy^i Mortgage 
and Ten Million Bank. — Van Bvar&tiy Lawrence^ and Marcy*s Message,-^ 
J. Hoyt, — Alsx. Wells, — CoL Samuel Young — of Irish descent — a Lawyer^-' 
in Convention, 1821— /or Clay — an Slave Representntion^-'a dealer in Bank 
Stocks and Scrips-^far Marcy^or Banks — on the Watervliet Bank — on Vam 
Buren — begging for Bank Stock, 

The history of the pet bank experiment, in which* Mr. Polk was the most 
conspicuous actor in-doors, and Mr. Kendall without, would fill a goodly folio. 

♦ James Knox Polk, President of the United States, labored indefatigably, in 1832 and 
afterwards, to remove the public treasure to the pet banks, put down the United States Bank, 
and generally tog^ive success to whatever measures Kendall and Van Buren chose to propose 
or countenance. As I shall have to notice his votes and proceedings on many occasions, in 
this volume, it may be the proper time now to give my readers a very brief sketch of his 
early life. 

The Democratic Review of 183S states that he was born in Mccklenburgh county. North 
Carolina, Nov. 2, 1795--he is, therefore, like Silas Wright and B. P. Butler, a litUe over fifty 
years old. Some accounts make his ancestors Irish, others Scottish — some say their original 
name was Pollock, others that it was Polk. It appears that his branch of the family had 
resided in Maryland, in Pennsylvania, in North Carolina, and finally removed to Tennessee. 
Andrew Jatjkson stated, in 1844, that he had known James K. Polk from his boyhood, and 
that " a citizen more exemplary in his moral deportment, more punctual and exact in busi- 
ness, more energetic and manly in the expression of his opinions, and more patriotic, does 
not live." 

Mr. Polk's father is still alive — he was a farmer, and removed to Tennessee in 1806, when 
James K. was in his eleventh year— it is also said that he acted as a surveyor, and, with his 
family, had to toil hard for a living in the valley of the Duck river, then a wilderness. James 
K. is the oldest of ten children — acquired the rudiments of an English and a classical educa- 
tion near his home, and after years of suff^sring from. a very painml complaint, was relieved 
by a surgical operation. He gained high honors at the University of North Carolina — was 
assiduous, parsavering, and regular in his attendance — a good mathematical and classical 
scholar. In 1819, he began to study the law with the celebrated Felix Grundy, of Nashville, 
was admitted as a lawyer of Tennessee in 1820, and was well employed in his line. He 
served as clerk to tha Jehnessee legislature, was n^xt a member for Maury, his place of 
residence, and i^ 1835, In his 30th year, elected to Congress. If he was opposed to a national 
bank, he kept his opinions to himsall", for the fii-st two years in which he sat in Congress, but 
after Van Buren went to Washington as secretary, to'wit, in August, 1829, he began to give 
the Tennesseans some hints about " the monster." Upwards of twenty years since, he mar- 
ried the daughter of Joel Childsrs, a merchant of Rutherford county, Tenn., and who had kept 
a hotil and boarding-house in Norfolk, Va. Mi-s. Polk has no children — is said to be unos- 
tentatious, quiet, domestic, and religious — not fond of show, dancing, dissipation, and late 
hours. Mr. Polk, Mr. Buchanan, and, if I mistake not, Mr. Bancroft, are named as staid 
Presbyterians, like Silas Wright. It is greatly to Mr. Polk's credit that he has the reputation 
of being no duellist, no gambler, but a steady opponent to spectUation. He was fourteen years 
in Congress, and two or three of these years Speaker, having been chosen in Dec, 1835, and 
in Sept., 1837. No more thorough going party man can be found than Polk — he is very 
industrious, and while on the floor of Congress is reported never to have missed a vote. As 
he received a vote of thanks at the dose of the session of 1837, for his impartiality as S p ea ter , 
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Ifi Angtist, I8d6, the banks had about 40 millioDs, without interdat— in AfnL 
about 32 millions. Of these 32 millions, the Union Bank of Tennessee had 
$^0,916— Commonwealth Bank, Boston, $1,009,731 — Manhattan Bank,N.Y., 
$3,512,791— Bank of America, N.Y., $3 ,70« ,7 14— Mechanics' Bank, N.Y., 
$3,816,261 — Commercial Bank, Cincinnati, $395,135, and its agency at St. 
Louis, Mo., $1,471,157 — Girard Bank, Philadelphia, $2,640,910 — Branch 
Bank of Alabama, Mobile, $1,694,464 — Planters' Bank of Mississippi, Natchez, 
<>2,649,596— Farmers and Mechanics* Bank, Detroit, $702,3S0— Bank of 
Michigan, $960,364. The influence for Van Buren's election, exercised by the 
state pet banks and the national pet banks, the . contracts, the 60,000 federal 
offices, the millions of stock thrown into the market as bribes to partisans, by 
the N. Y. Legislature, the land sales made to suit fayorites, the cu^itom houses^ 
the^post offices, and the state offices and influence going the same way with the 
federal — these powers, added to the betting, gambling, and electioneering, with 
the men who hoped to get offices, get contracts, get some advantage or other, 
through Van Buren, surely turned the scale, and with the 777 pressf^s in his 
&V9r, made him president. His skill lay in marshalling the powers of intrigue, 
corruption, and intimidation, and he succeeded. In Feb., 1834, the deposites 
were only 1 1^ millions, of which five millions were in three N. Y. banks. The 
25 pets had, at this time, more public money free of interest, than they had bills 
in circulation. The Tradesmen's, Union, and Lawrence's N. Y. State banks, 
were made pets in August, 1836 — and we find the Globe by Blair, some years 
after, complaining that " MORE THAN 48 MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 
HAD BEEN LOST BY THE BANK DEFAULTERS" during the war of 
1812. Did not Polk and Van Buren know that just as well in 1834 as in 1840 ?• 

I infer that he has a great command of temper. He is a ready debater, makes long and 
animated speeches, and was a hard working le<j^slator. It is stated that he is about 5 feet 7 
inches in neight, that his countenance bears the impress of anxiety and care, that his 
voice is unmusical but strong, and that he is clear-headed, firm, an attentive listener, and 
possessed of a good share of common sense. Some say his face is repulsive, others that it is 
interesting, and that in feeling and manner he is kind and courteous. Such is his piety, that 
(Governor Branch reports that during the four years he was at college, he (Polk) never 
missed praj'-ers. 

♦ B. F. Butler, in one of his secret epistles to Jesse Hoyt, about the removal of the deposites, 
dated Feb. 24th, 1834, has this remark, that " As for supposing that Newbold, George Gnswold, 
Stephen Whitney, or any of the old federal commercial men, were with us on this occasion, 
for any other reason than because they found it for their interest to go with us, I never for one 
single instant had such an unwarrantable idea." p. 171. 

In a letter to James G. King, dated New York, Sept. 9, 1840, George Griswold has these 
remarks : " I never took any part with the officers or agents of the government, in counselling, 

advising, or recommending tne removal of the deposites In October, 1836, when the 

banks were suffering under the operation of the distribution law, and were on the point of 
suspending specie payments, and in the opinion of those who knew all the facts, WOULD 
HAVE SUSPENDED IN LESS THAN ONE WEEK, if not relieved, I did go to Wash- 
ington, and, with the aid of others, prevailed on the secretary to postpone the payment of drafts 
on this city, and in other ways relieved the banks from a call for more th^ a million of 
specie, 3^00,000 of which was payablej'n ten days; enabling them to continue specie pay- 
ments, and increase their loans to merchants." 

It thus appears that the banks were just as ready to break in Oct. 1836, as in May, 1837. 
That would have interfered somewhat with Van Buren's election, and rendered it necessary 
lor General Jackson to make very material alterations in his farewell address next March. 

Van Buren called a special meeting of Congress in the fall of 1837, and gave indulgence 
to the broken banks and mercantile defaulters — ^that is, to the British and other foreign traders 
and manufacturci-s, and to the bank of England, at the expense of the American people and 
their interests. 

In Woodbury's report, accompanying the president's message, and dated 5th Sept., 1837, he 
said that with regard to the pet banks, their specie, as cornpared to their circulation, was nearly 
as great in May, 1837, when they stopt, as in Noy. 1^, when they went on— that their 
immediate mean*, as compared with their imniediate liabilities, was as one t6 two and a half, 



The pubiic balanoefl ia bankf, Jan. 1, 1837, were $45^8|523-^ott the Ist of 
Jan., 183S, it was estimated that the balance was $34,187,143, but of that sum 
Van Buren computed that only $1,085,498 were available. 

Perhaps the most artful and dishonest proposition made to the Legislature of 
N.Y. in 1834, was by- Governor Marcy, on the 24th of March, to lead th« 
banks five or six millions ; borrow the money on a mortgage of all the property 
in the state, by the issue of state due bilb ; and, if necessary^ charter a ten miU 
lion bank in the city of N.Y. The pretext for doing this was, that the U. S. 
Bank was harassing the state institutions.* Of course this was untrue, and h^ 

and as this was greater than the usual ratio in the best of times with banks having lai^ 
deposites, he assured Congress that their failure was not generally anticipated. 

He admitted that the banks failed without cause, to make gain at the public expense, on the 
40 millions due to the nation. As to the merchants' bonds for duties of which they had got 
six months credit through a bad law, and realized and sent the cash to England and France, 
long before that term expired, to help foreign trade at the expense of American credit and 
currency, he said that Van Buren, without any law, had given them a further credit from 
May to Sept., less or more (that they might be enabled to export the more specie). The govern- 
ment was bankrupt — it had nominally many millions, but Van Buren and Polk's treasury 
banks had clutched the whole and held on with a death grip. The banks had given security, 
so Woodbury affirms — so the Globe boasted when Calhoun doubted their solvency — then they 
could be insured for a half per cent. ! 

The government should have borrowed ten, twelve, fourteen millions of dollars, or whatever 
sum in hard specie would have saved it from the deep disgrace of offering its creditors orders 
on broken banlcs in payment of lawful debts, on contract or otherwise, which it knew would 
be paid, if paid at all, in a currency from 6 to 16 per cent, below real money, which difierence 
they would divide as plunder, while the honest debtor was cheated and the government 
disgraced. 

It appears that while the revenue was raised from the payments of many nfierchants, those of 
them who had to borrow had often to pay two per cent, a month, while the banks and brokers 
had the use of 20 to 40 millions without interest. Some years ago the Alb. D. Advertiser 
said that " the Mechanics' Bank, N. Y., recently found that more than a million of dollars of 
its funds had been most illegitimately used." The Alb. Argus remarks on this, that it must 
refer to transactions of 1837, just before the banks became bankrupt, and that if it were so, it 
showed " that at a time when the bank had perhaps two millions or the public money, instead 
of granting proper accommodations to the regular business of the city, more than a million of 
dolSjs had been used, probably, either in loans to speculators, or to brokers, who shaved the 
notes of merchants at 2 and 3 per cent, per month." 

* At this time, Van Buren, through the Argus, exclaimed (Feb. 17), " Let that man, or that 
newspaper, which attempts to disturb the public confidence in the banks, or in the merchants, 
be marsed as an enemy, and treated as such." Such was their reckless course, that the 
whole of the sixty-nine Safety Fund Banks, had only two millions of dollars on the 4th of 
March, to meet nearly thirty-five millions of debts, over thirty of which were due on demand. 
Is it not clear that they were mere machines to do the executive will 1 Could not the servile 
Taney, at the nod of his superiors, have broke them any day in die year 1 They had not 
one dollar in cash to sixteen of debts ! A Safety Fund indeed*! Well might the Bufialo 
Commercial exclaim of Marcy and his colleagues, that "To humbug the people, to use the 
power to repay partisan services without regard to fitness for station, to succeed in a stock 
gambling operation, and to make honorable men the innocent means of bolstering up an in- 
solvent bank, seems to be the end and purpose of the several actors. But the masK is re- . 
moved, and the disguises stripped off by their own hands." Turn to Stephen Allen's instruc- 
tions to Hoyt, No. 241, page 241, for a Tammany Bank of the Safety Fund order ; and say 
whether that letter does not strip the mask in right earnest off Van Buren's Receiver Gteneral 
of the Sub-Treasury, who had through life assumed the garb of a hard-money democrat % . 

Turn next to [No. 264, page 250,] J<^n Van Buren's letter to Ho)rt, dated Saturday, March 
22d, 1834, the day on whicn Marcy wrote and dated his mortgage message, which he withheld 
from the legislature till Monday the 24th. May not that message have b^en of Olcott & 
Co.'s manufacture ? Van Buren tells that it was got up to " charm you Yorkers— Cawrence 
will run like the cholera." Lawrence had betrayed his constituents, was deeply veiled in 
stock-jobbing, had become rather unpopular, and the message was needed to get him elected 
over Verplanck by any majority at all. If Marcy tcAd John Van Buren on the 22d about his 
messaife that was to affect the public stocks, so that he might employ Hoyt to buy $25,000 
worth on Monday, and sell out on Monday week, $1,000, or $1,500 richer^ through w secret, 
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knew it) but he was the confederate of Hoyt, Allen, Lawrence, Van fiureni 
Olcott, and the base clique of stock-jobbers who then (as now, 1 fear) controlled 
the monied aiiairs of the Union. Eleven or twelve millions of dollars bad been 
withdrawn by Taney and Kendall, from the United States Bank and branches, 
and six millions and a half had been, by Jackson' s order, lent to the favorita 
hanks of Van Buren, in N.Y., to lend out, but no interest was charged to them. 
They had the use of about $800,000 of other U.S. monies. They had in their 
custody between two and three millions of the funds of the state. They had 
€ight and a half millions on deposit for safe keeping by individuals. They owed 
the United States Bank at least a million. They had lent out their capital— »lent 
their credit in the form of bank notes, some twelve millions — and also lent the 
above twenty-one millions of borrowed cash — and yet they growled, grumbled, 
and stormed, insomuch that the Bank Junto at Albany ^and their confederates in 
New York, set Marcy at work to influence the gamblers' or stock market, and 
affect the elections, by a moonshine message or proclamation in which it was 
proposed to mortgage the farms and other property through the state for another 
five or six millions, and lend that also to the Safety Fund Banks. It may seem 
incredible, but most true it is that, under these circumstances, did Polk's present 
war secretary present the state with the prospectus of his mortgage. Morris, 
now postmaster at New York, was in the Assembly, hard at work pushing 
through the annual batch of Sandy Hill charters, for the good of the party and 
gain of the initiated. The Dramatis Personae played their parts well. Our 
circuit judge, Edmonds, in the senate, and our postmaster,Morris, in assembly, 
moved the reference of Marcy's grave suggestions to a joint committee, and with 
Angel, Livingston [C. L.] and two or three dittoes, formed the committee. 

is it not equally probable tnat he gave copies to Olcott, Allen, Butler, Coming, Croswell, 
Wright, Lawrence, and the other dealers in politics, to enable them to take time by the fore- 
lock 1 Van Buren's message to Hoyt, with his " I fear stocks will rise after Monday," shows 
how a stock-jobbing band of hypocrites, in power, made fortunes ten years ago. Is it not very 
probable that our Attorney General made many thousands, Avith his friends, by doing with 
nis father's messages when President, as he had with Marcy's when Governor 1 Why does 
he curse and blaspheme at Hoyt for not having always sjpare cash to be used in his stock- 
gambling 1 Was the collectorship bestowed on that unprmcipled profligate in order that the 
van Buren family might be provided for out of Jesse's sub-treasury ? If I am blameable for 
printing these secrets^ as a warning for the convention, pray, Col. Young, is not Marcy a 
thousand times more censurable for telling stale secrets, that our crown lawyers may make 
fortunes out of them 1 The Argus and the Evening Post of 1834, like Marcy's message, tell 
us of privation, bankruptcy, and public distress. As the contractor near Patrick Henry could 
only cry, " money, money, beef, beef," our Attorney Greneral Van Buren could only think of 
scrip, stocks, and hocus-pocus. If money, gain, avarice, were uppermost in his youthful 
mind, in 1834, how keen must his scent be now after the dollars ! In 1836 he was borrowing 
y of the banks and speculating with Hoyt and Cutting. See page 254. In June, 1836, Thomas 
/^ W. Olcott was re-elected President of the Mechanics' and Farmers' Bank, Albany ; Elbert 
Olcott was its cashier, C. E. Dudley its Vice President. On the 5th of June, 1837, this bank 
which had got two millions of the deposites to use pulicUncsLy before the Presidential election, 
but had found it profitable to stop payment, made J. Van Buren a director, and, I think, its. 
Attorney. " Revelations had recently come to light," said Mr. Wells of N. Y., in the Assem- 
t/ bly, at Albany, Feb. 25, 1846, " which let us into a side view of the piety, finance, and politi- 
)v cai trickery of the Regency ; and could the curtain be entirely lifted, a sight would be witness- 
ed which would increase a hundred feld the abhorrence with which the people now view 
Albanv and Albany influence. He would kill the Argus in its old age as he would strangle 
the Atlas in its birth." 

I don't like these state loans and national loans to individuals and chartered concerns. 
They are* another word for gifts; the country rarely sees its cash again. " Of all creditors, 
the State is the unluckiest." Good security and regular instalments to be paid with interest; 
no loss to tall upon the public. It reads very well, but has a false quarter. If the security is 
good there axe lenders enough, without taxing the million to enable the party uppermost to 
accommodate their Mends, or John Van Buien's^ or to earn their thousands by future Maicys' 
• meange* and mortgages. 
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When 1 read* Colonel Young's strictures 6n my publication, wherein Attorney 
General Vaa Buren's iin()roj)ir conJuct in this mortgage business is partly 
uncloaked, 1 confess I t'eit some surprise, but the tultowing correspondence 
since published fully explains everything. The patriot who, while be wm 

• Cor^oN'Ei. Samukl Youxg h^s some valuable qualities; and if he is not what I conW wish, 
and what 1 once believed him to be, let it not lie forgfoiien that the Paternoster asks heaven lo 
preserve erring humanity from temptation ; and, that Samuel Young has, for alxiut as long a 
period as the Israelites took to traverse the wilderness, on their way to Canaan, the Oregon of 
their time, b3en a placeman and a politician breathing the mepliiiic atmosphere of A llwny. 
He has been an efl'eciive and practical friend of education, and has not for some five and 
twenty years voted for special chartered banks. He would have lieen supported by Wright, 
and elected Senator in Congress in place of the noliie and pliant Dix, had not a iiear of his 
anti-slavery principles, which might have marretl the Texan annexation, interfered. While 
Wright aiid Van Buren, with Webb, Marcy, Croswell, Jones of N. V. and otijers, were 
actively employed in discouraging the proposition lor a state convention to aniend the eons!itu» 
tion of 1821, Young came boldly forward in the foremost rank of its advocates. Whether his 
good qualities are shaded over with failings and inctmsisiencies, which his acknowletlged 
abilities and great energy of character scarce atone for, 1 am not perhaps in a position lo lurui 
a correct judgment. 

Colonel S. Young states that his ancestors, (how far back, or whether on the father or mother^ 
side, or on bothl) were from Ireland. In his youth, I am told, he was employed in larming 
work, which, like W. H. Crawford, he exchanged (or the law. In the August ttrm of 1807, 
he was admitted an Attorney of the Supreme Court of this State— and, being favorable to the 
then administration, the coiincil of ap|K)iniment, [Clintonian] in March, IH08, appointed him 
a justice of the peace for Ballston, in Saratoga county, with John W. Taylor. On the same 
month, Van ^uren was presented with the office of Surrogate of Columbia. Young was thus, at 
one and the same time, an attorney to plead, and a judge in the primary court of his town, a 
union of offices not to be comnaended, any more than Van Buren's Attorney-generalship, 
tmited with a seat on the bench of the Court of Errors, and tlie legal practice ol a counsellor, 
pleading for hire before his own court. 

On the 25th of Sept. 1814, a legislature, friendly to Madison's administration, and a vigorous 
prosecution of the war with England, met at Albany; and the Assembly chose Samuel Young 
for speaker, and Aaron Clark, since Mayor of N. Y., their clerk. Young was first chosen, in 
1812, as a 'republican' member of the Assembly, for Saratoga, and gave a firm support to the 
contest, voting for Madisonian electors and against Clinton. Lately, in Senate, he saiil, that 
when he entered public life he had a flourishing law business, with four students, two of 
whom had become distinguished judges of the State; and that he had made no more by his 
public services than he would have done if he had refused office. He was the steady friend of 
Tompkins, supported Clinton for Grovernor in 1817, and turned against him when Van 
Buren did. 

In 1819, Col. S. Young was a candidate for the office of U. S. Senator, and received the 
support of Van Buren, who well knew that he would not be elected. Both of them avowed 
their opposition lo Rufus King, the Senator whose term was about to expire, whom their 
presses denounced as a federalist, though Van Buren or his friends had elected him in I8l3. 
Next year, (1820,) Van Buren and Marcy wrote a pamphlet in favor of King — Young disap- 
peared as a candidate, wheeled into line with Roger Skinner, Benj. Butler, Yates, Van Buren and 
Marcy, and assisted to elect King for another six j^eai-s; and at the next vacancy. Van Buren, 
through the cauctis system, and the aid of King's friends, was sent to accompany King, in the 
Senate, at Washington. 

At the Stale Convention, 1821, Young, whom Hammond calls an upright, faithful man, 
opposed the idea of giving the black population votes for governor, senators, assemblymen, 
&c., because they were ignorant, and therefore unfit to judge of the conduct or character of 
public men, a degraded race, and, as yet, incapable of worthily exercising the duties which an 
elector is in duty bound to discharge for the common welliare. He opp<feed, in 1821, the elec- 
tion by the people of their justices of the peace, and mayors of cities, but supported with ability 
against Van Buren, the present system of universal suffrage. In 1820, when Clinton brought 
these great measures again before the people. Young supported both. Young and Van Buren 
now excuse their opposition in 1821 lo several popular amendments, by saying tl^t they were 
proposed to induce tne people to reject the whole constitution, as amended. Why then did the 
party of Van Buren and Young then oppose the common sense proposition of Judge Kent and 
De Wilt Clinton to allow the people to vote on the amendments separately, and refuse or 
accept according to the deliberate sentiment of the community 1 Even now, the question of 
giving the unchecked rights of an elector to a man who can neither read nor write — who is 
unable to sign his own name, or pronounce the letters cif the alphabet from a book«-to a man 
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seeking the pul^ approbfttion by the most ultra denunciations of what he called 
a corrupt system, stood a steady beggar at every new bank door to SOLICIT % 
share of the ^^ unclean drippings," was not likely to favor such exposes as mine. 
If it was Van Buren and Butler's turn to-day, it might be his own to-morrow. - 

who cannot read either our laws or constitutions — who sees in the recorded votes of congreafc. 
men, in print, only such scratches as a hen and chickens might have imprinted with their ftet 
on the journal before him — ^is a very grave and serious one — \?hether the man's skin is whJtq 
or black, or his birth-place, Africa, the Carolinas, Ireland, Germany, or Long Island. We 
want good government. Will ignorance, and the prejudices inherent to such a state, turn the 
scale in om- elections, and secure that blessing 1 On the contrary, is there not a more than 
semblance of gambling and hazard given to the system which accepts Tom's mark at 21, he 
being incapable of writing, and refuses Dick's signature at 20, though educated like a Clinton^ 
Calhoun, or Jeflfersoni 
Col. Young addressed a letter to Han. Jesse Clark, dated Ballston, Sept. 29, 1824, as follows: 

"Dear Sir— I have received yours of the 20th inst., in which you faaquire whctlier my opinion iu referaiice l» 
the tfleetoral law has changed. 

** Since the first ajiitation (if the qurstion at the last election, I hnvc uniformly entertained and expressed an opi- 
nion hi fiivor or tranvfening the choice or Presidential doctors from the legislature to the ballot boxes. 1 liaTttM- 
tertained and expren^ed this opinion, not only because I believe that such a law would be correct in priuciple, iNit 
because I was satisfied that it was called tor by pnblic s>:ntiment. 

" 1 have, within the last five or six weeks, received many letters from various parts of the slate, making the 
same inquiry as yonrs, and some of them a^kin^ my opinion in reference to the candidates for the presidency. I 
have no objection that my sentiments on all political subjects should be known ; but 1 have felt great reluctaoce 
to be the organ of their publicity. 

*' The many pressing solicitations, however, which I had received, induced me eight or ten days since, to wrltB 
a letter to Edward Hudson, Esq., member of Assembly from Madison county, in answer to one from him, in 
which I state my opinion as above on the electoral law, and also that I prefer Mr. Clay among the presidoDilai 
candidates, and giving in short my reasons for this preference. I have authorised him to make such use of Ukf 
]Ctter as be may deem proper, and of course I expect he will procure its publication. 

" I am, sir, with sentiments of respect and friendship, yours, d&c. SAMUEL TOUN6.** 

On the 29th of Oct. 1827, an American system county convention was held at Ballston, near 
Young's residence, of which he was a member, and chairman of its corresponding ccnnmittee. 
This Convention adopted an address unanimously, in which Adams and Clay's atoinistraticii 
was highly lauded for its friendship toward domestic manufactures and internal improvements. 
"The Administration [Adams'] encourages with equal and impartial protection, the great 
"interests of the North and the South. TAe opposition strive to trample under foot the interoito 
"of the North, and limit their encouragement to the productions of southern states and slave 
"labor — ^pampering the pride and aristocracy of southern Nabobs, and preferring the proroer* 
"ity of old England and Scotland, to that of New England and the other free States." The 
Albany Argus spoke of this convention approvingly. 

Late discussions at Albany have discovered to the public more of Young's real character 
than was generally known before, bv a revelation of facts for which I dare say most people 
who had heard his denunciations of bank and canal corruption were unprepared. So far from 
being a pure man himself, he, the terror of corrupt bankers, trafficking brokers, and bribedi 
corrupt legislators — he, whose high sense of honour in refusing to sit with Van Buren's pro- 
fligate confederates, Senators Bishop and Kemble, good men admired and respected— nad 
dabbled in the stock of some ten or twelve of the privileged banks of the state; taken his 
share of the spoils like Croswell, Marcy, Olcott and Corning; and lx)Ught and sold many 
thousands of dollars worth, with all the keenness of a veteran Wall street stock-jobber. 
Young's exclamations of horror at the wickedness of bank craft, taken in this view, remind 
one very forcibly of the pioiis Butler lashing most vigorously the "greedy speculators and arro- 
gant monied aristocracies of the state," through the Sandy Hill Times [p. 160], said Butler 
occupying, at the same moment, the President's chair of perhaps the most infamous of these 
'arrogant concerns that Van Buren had chartered. The cry of 'stop thief by a culprit 
has oflener than once saved the guilty, and the exclamation of 'mad dog' condemned the 
innocent. 

Colonel Young has. not voted for a bank charter since 1822 or 1823. He hdkls, or has held 
a large amount of stock, in the following banks, namely the Watervliet bank — Seneca county 
bank — City Bank, Albany — Saratoga county bank — Herkimer county bank — Rochester 
bank — Commercial Bank of Oswego — Steuben county bank — Utica bank — Lockport bank. 

It is possible that he may have had an interest at Sandy Hill or Buflalo in 1819. It appears 
that he has voted for all sorts of corrupt charters — has held on to lucrative offices until he has 
thereby acquired a large fortune — has speculated in lands, in legislation, in scrip, in every 
thing — ana now comes forward, late in life, to act the part of Cato, the censor, with a view, as 
some say, to the occupancy of the seat now filled by Silas Wright. Methinks the discussions 
of this session of the le^slature have destroyed his chance of thatpromotion, among the honest 
pure minded, and patnotic electors. Such men as Bntler, Van Buren, and their unexpected 
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My Lives of Hoyt and Butler, the State Printing, and the Texas slave ques- 
tioo, are working miracles at Albany. Like the diving bell to a wrecked East 
Indiaman, they are bringing to light the works of other days. The knaves' 
league is broken ; the old regency are uncloaking each other. Croswell, in a late 
Argus^ publishes the following note, addressed to Lyman Covell, Esq. , and dated, 

|:|r*' Ballston, lOth May, 1833. Dear Sir : Without the pleasure of a personal acqaaint- 
JjT anc3, permit me to take the liberty to solicit you to subscribe, in my name, for stock in the 
|j- CiicmuQg Canal Bank to the amount ot S'3500. I wish to make a permanent investment 
i::^ in the Bank to that amount ; and it has been suggested to me, by a mutual friend of ours. 
j;^ that you would probably be willing to do the kind office of making the application to the 
JjT commissioners for me. Should yon consent to do this, A. B. Dickinson, Esq., will hand 
§Qr you the money for the subscription deposit. Yours, &c. S. YOUNG. 

*' P. S. I have added a warrant of attorney on the next page. 

'♦ I hereby authorize Lyman Covell, Esq., for me and in my name to subscribe for shares of 
stock in the Chemung Canal Bank, amounting to two thousajid five hundred dollars. 

S. YOUNG." 

The Argus's correspondent writes Croswell, that " MrO^-ovell did the ' kind ^ 
office' as solicited bv Col. Young, Mr. A, £. Dickinson furnishing the money for 

apologist in the Senate, will, it is fondly hoped, surely find that they have undervalued the 
sagacity and morality of modem N. Y. 

In 1832, Young was chairman of the Herkimer convention, which nominated to the people 
as a patriot governpr, the cimning and coirupt W. L. Marcy. On the same year he published 
a pamphlet aeainst the U. S. Bank, and in 1835 (see Argus, May II) signed an address of the 
members of the legislature to their constituents, in which Van Buren's Safety Fund is called 
an improvem^nt^that that system and its vigilant commissioners had protected the banks, 
loaie of which would have failed else during the panic caused, they tell us, by the U. S. Bank— 
and that the fund would soon be as large as to protect the people, in case the losses were not 
very wide spread, which was not expected. He voted same year to allow everybody to set up 
a bank, but against the bill of 1839, which modified the restraining act. [See page 174 to 
pge 182.] Hammond thinlra that the excellent bill to ffive every school district a puljlic 
library, would have been lost but for S. Young and L. Beardsley's eflforts in its favor. In 185'), 
Yoong and Spraker were the minority opposing a repeal of the law prohibiting bank notes 
under $6. 

In his Finance Report of 1839, he tells us that the bank note issues of the privileged corj);- 
rations form a " stupendous system of fraud, falsehood, crime and suffering," and says mut. h 
more to their injury — yet it appears he has been a ver}- active builder of the system. Hi^ 
conduct find his language are strangely inconsistent. 

In 1813, in a bill to incorporate Thomas Storms, dw;., with S600,000 capital, as a manufac- 
turing company, Young moved to make the capital two millions, but could not carry it — Van 
Rensselaer moved to allow the corporation to do BANKING business ; and when another 
member proposed to strike out banking, Young voted to retain it ! In 1814, a bill to allow 
the Mercnants' Bank, Albany, a charter, for the city only, was attempted to be improved by 
Young, who moved to give them power to bank also at Ballston Spa. Its charter was to be 
a million, and Young voted for a motion to oblige it to lend $200,000 to manufacturers. 
That same year an effort was made to incorporate the N. A. Mining and Coal Company, as 
a bank, and for this also did Young vote. So say his brother senators, for I have not 
specially referred to the journal. He voted against the bill in 1818. 

In 1818, the New York Franklin Bank charter was carried forward by Young's vote one 
step, yeas 13, nays 12, but at the final passage of the bill he voted against it. The Assembly 
rejected and sent it back to the Senate, and men sent for it again, and Young, (hough he had 
frofessed to oppote it, voted to send it back to them, but Van Buren dodged. Young supported, 
BY his votes, the Chenango Bank, as did Van Buren's brother-in-law and state printer; but 
van Biiren himself dodged the last vote, as he knew the bill could be carried without him, 
others assuming the responsibility. Young dodged the two final votes on the Cherry Valley 
Bank, Van Buren remaining both times as a nay, there being enough to carry it without 
him, including, of course, his brother-in-law, Cantine, with the yeas. In 1821, Young voted 
for the North River Bank charter. When, in 1818, it was proposed to enact, that if a person 
should ask payment of its notes from a bank, and it were to refuse, it should be liable to pay 
interest on said notes from the date of its refusal, with costs of suit, Bowne, Van Buren, 
Young, Tibbets, and Rc^er Skinner voted NO ! 

One of the comipt banks of 1836 was the Watervliet, presided over by an Olcott, who dis- 
appeared. Young, while denouncing the system, took $2,000 stock, and lost it. His conduct 
in this was like John Randolph's, who, after doing his utmost against the U. S, BsAk charter, 
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the subscriptions and deposits, Cot. Young being the fifth spplicaat on the list, 
but the Colonel's application was not granted, by the board of commisaioners, as 
appears by the printed statement at the time.'' Crosweli sees nothing wrong 
in thus collecting his old friend's private, personal letters, and publishing thetn 
to his injury. How can he reconcile this with his alnise of me last Sept. 
and Oct. ? 



CHAPTER XXVII. 



Falk^s Fledgesn — VerplancVs Resolution. — Michael Hoffman — the Naval Officer 
— a Sinecure — Duties Political — Luck in getting Places — Votes in Congress-^' 
Pet Bank Loans — Herkimer Bank Stock^ Hoffman and Young — Relations — 
A vote for Barker^ Executive Patronage. — Naval Offi^ no Check. — Millions 
Lost. — The Merchants^ Entries, — Alderman Purdy. — Woodbury and Swart' 
wout. — Polkas Choice. — Bonds how lost. — Noah^s Grief. — Polk denounces the 
Sub Treasury. — Wilde^ Gorham^ and Binney^ on the Pets, — Polk prevents 
Bank Inquiry. — Adams on Taney. — The General Scramble. 

CoL. Polk was one of the original supporters of Jackson— and professes 
hostility to a high tarifffor protection, to a national bank, to distributing a surplus 
of U. S. revenue monies among the states, and to internal improvements made 
with funds at the disposal of Congress. He is said to be friendly to an 
amendment of the constitution so that the people themselves might directly elect 
their presidents, and to the one term principle. He was warm in favor of Texan 
annexation, with slavery^ and the slaveholding interest of the south believe that 

took shares, and explained his conduct thus— that, if there were to be classes of slaves «nd 
masters, he would be found in the master class if he could. Yet it is to be inferred, tkat 
Young's legislation and general conduct would be somewhat affected by the heavy capital he 
had invested in support of a system he publicly condemned. His anxiety to remove the 
Usury Law may have arisen partly from a desu^ to withdraw his means from banks, and 
lend them to farmers at a high rate of interest, upon mortgage. He purchased stock, at 5 
per cent premium, in the Oswego bank. It failed. The lobby agents of that very equivocal 
concern, the Seneca County Bank, says Senator Clark, awarded Young $3,500 of i^ stock. 
Did he sell out, or how 1 He had 200 shares awarded him of the okl Rochester Bank, worth 
$10,000, if at $50 a share. In the Saratoga (Waterford) Bank he had $5,000, his wife!s pro- 
perty, at her control, and bought at 12 per cent, premiiun. This was sold out, in part or the 
whole, at 54 premium. He took $2,000 stock in the Lockport Bank — it broke down — he sold 
his stock at 80 per cent, discount, and voted to repeal the charter. He was not a borrower in 
banks, but a real banker — and when the banks stopt payment in 1836, he was manly enough 
to stand alone in the Senate, and record his vote against Marcy and the Van Buren cliqiie, 
who were for giving their knavery a legislative protection.* Yet, from 1813 to 1822, wllile 
he was voting for pet charters, when from party applicants, he had the suspension of 1814, 
and the warning ot Clinton, Tompkins, and the fathers of democracy daily before his eyes, 
but heeded them not. 

Young 7MW owns $5,000 in the City Bank, Albany, and lai^ge amounts in the Utica, and in 
three or four others. His connection with such a person as Halsey Rogers, whose, name 
occupies no very high place in the code of bank morality, is against him. So also is his vote 
in favor of giving to a new incumbent the office of state printer, which the patrons of his 
favorite have so long and so shamefuilv abused. The adherents of Walker, Piilk, Croswell 
and Marcy, fearing that Cassidy's backers mig^t be opposed to their declaration of depend- 
ence, are united in putting down the corrupt machinery they can no longer controh 

On the 26th of May, 1833, Col. Y. defined his position in the Albany Atlas, in these words : 

"The Democratic Party, with Mr. Van Bitrcn al it* head, was overwhelmed and submerged by the ehtgeong 
" ribaldry, the ic^-rabin mummery, and the bard cider debauchery of 1840 : ntid believing hw cnuree to have been 
«« Correct and Ills principles sound, and anticipating a political resunwction, I have since tt»at period liopfd ttat 
^ he would ^lot bu led at the bottfim, but would rise with the party fr>>ni under the foul ma^s of wlijg rubbish 
** Hod opfMrobriura. When asiied my opinion, I have unlfomily expressed my preference for Mr. Van BomtM H 
** the next Presidenlial candidate : and in my estimatkm no man can be fannd becier qttoHfied for tlie oflloe 
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they have in him a steady friend. He profpssed to be friendly to equal rights 
for adopted ciiizf ns ;* but ihut^ like some others of his previous opinions, may 
have been held ti^mporarily. He was pledged at Biliimore, btjjrti Ms eltclion^ 
to hold 10 the whole of Oregon, but he ottered England afterwards to deduct 
from that whole 54 degrees of N. latitude. In Dec, 132/, he was placed oq 
the committee of ioreii^n affairs in the House of Representatives, and five years 
thereafter (Dec, 1832), judiciously chosen by the Van Buren pet bank and land 
jobbing interest as their leading advocate on the committee of ways and means. 
At that session, the directors of the U. S. Bank were examined on oath by that 
committee, and Verplanck, their chairman, presented a majority report, Mar. 1, 
1833, with a resolve, ^' That the government deposites may, in the opinion of 
this House, be safely continued in the Bank of the U. S." Polk presented a 
counter report from the minority, but all the members save 46, voted for Ver- 
planck's resolution, in the teeth of which, Duane, six months after, was ex- 
pected to have removed the public monies to peculiar institutions more favored 
by those in power. Of the 46 were W. G. Angel, S. Beardsley, Joseph Bouck, 
tiMichael Hoffman, Henry Horn, Henry Hubbard, John Y. Mason, C. P. White, 
and J. K.Polk. 

* A Mil had been Mnt tn the H. of R. fVom the Senate, for grantlnis a township of land to a body of poor 
exiles flrom Polaod, where they hal st/ui^led for freedom. On the 'MHYl of Jane, 1834. last day of session, 
Pinckney moved to lay it on the table, that is, to crash it. Among the yeas were James K. Polk, his Attorney 
<leaeral, John Y. Mason, bis P. M. O., Cave Johnson, with 8. Beardsley, whom J. V. Buren ridicules. The 
Mititerai Nicholas, bad he had a vote, woald have been on the same side. Among the noes were J. Q. Adams, 
S. Bvarett, M. Pillmflfe, R. H. Giliett, Dadley Selden, Aaron Ward, and C. C. Cambreleng. White and Law- 
tenet did not vote. 

t MiCHAKL HorpMAN of Herkimer, who is indebted to his friend James K. Polk, for the inflnential oAoe, I 
may say sinecure, of Naval Officer of the Fort of New York ; a berth, which, like the Russia* embassy, has 
been long useful to the executive as a means of rewarding political services, without reference to liie perform- 
ance of any particular dnties ; is now far advanced in years. His plnee has been worth, in fees, fines, salary, 
aad perquisites, over $16,000 a year, as was the Surveyor's situation, npw held by Purdy, but it is possible that 
a bill before Congress may efibet a redtiction. Yet it is truly marvellous how easily official people, in the chief 
Bitoatlons, contrive to give a sort of mystical interpretation to laws apparently plain and simple — their object 
while in, is to fill their pockets— and Woodbury, Swartwout, Van Buren, Hoyt, 4te., are proofs tliat no profes- 
sion of ultra democracy can ensure an efiTective check on offiM:ial profliffacy. I presume tbat it is well under- 
stood that Hoflinan holds on, conditioned that he shall devote his political talents and experience to the good 
if the Recency leaders, whose democracy consists in buying over and retaining prominent political men, through 
* the spoils,* bountifully divided amongst them for their services in deceiving and deluding a people who, if 
themselves believe in the doctrines of Thomas JeflTerson, have too oAen followed in the footsteps of certain 
artful and designing politicians who do not 

Judge Huffman is a lawyer, by trade a politician, has the reputation of being very strict on " constitutional 
questions "—very clever in getting them up— always looking in the direction of ultra-democracy— ever rowing 
his boat towards Place, Power, and Official Plunder. Fur two >'ears he was a district attorney; and fo« 
four ht! dispensed English law as a substitute for American justice in the capacity of first judge of the County 
of Herkimer. An additional Canal Commissioner was said to be wanted, just in time to secure to Judge Hoff- 
man, for two years, a seat at the canal board, with a handsome income. 'J'he afikirs of the nation required 
1o be set to rights, and Congress could not get tUe ^avjf(l) properly regulated without at least one Admiral ; la 
due time, therefore, ' the party * sent Judge Hoffman for six or eight years, to the House of Representatives, 
in the pure and moral atmosphere of Washington, where eight dollars per day, with mileage honestly measured, 
DaUas fashion, lll)erai presents voted from Jonathan^ Exchequer, by patriots, to themselves, and secret 

Cmlses, of office thereafter, if they vote right, has reconciled many a hot reformer to the discipline of a party 
ler. His recorded votes tAm, present a droll contrast when taken into view with his vast anxiety now for a 
state etmvention, to afford more checks on our money-borrowin*;:, safety-fund-bank-chartering majorities, for 
both of which, when at Albany, he entertained, as he said, a truly virtuous abhorrence. 

The nation, through Congress, in 1816. sold to the United States B ink, the riout to become the Treasury 
of the Union fhr twenty years— took $1,500,000 in cash from stockholders, in payment for this privllego— «nd 
the Supreme Court Judges of the Union declared the transaction to be constitutional ; whether it wasao or not, 
nothing could be a greater violation of the public faith than to take the U. S. Bank money as a consideration 
for a privilege, and then lend out the whole national income to a batch of trading politicians, under the pretext 
of depositing it in the more fiivored chartered and unchecked banking monopolies of tiie Van Buren school for 
better security. In March, 1833, Mr. Polk joined Michael Hoffman and Campbell P. White in negativing Ver- 

fianck*s motion that the money of the nation was safe in the Bank of the iJnited States. In that same year, 
r. Hoffman might also be fbund (as Mordecai M. Noah told him) liberally partaking of the unclean drippings 
of bank legislation and special charters. His county (Herkimer) had to be manofed by a bank in the hands of 
the faithful. Mr. Hoffin.m had one hundred shares (say $10,000) apportioned to him, with other 80 shares to 
his firiend Col. Samuel Young— 100 more went to A. Loomis— 100 to A. Mann, M. C, and 100 to Dudley Burwiil. 
** Under cover (said Noah, in his Star of October, 1834.) of charging the U. S. Bank with bribery, the grossest 
eorruptions are carried on in this state— the very legislator who votes on a bank bill receives the assurance of 
Day in advance." Honest Michael, it appears, was not foigotten. AAer doing his best to lend forty millions of 
the money of the Union to the pet banks of pa^rty leaders and gambling bank directors with no security at all- 
after partaking liberally of chartered bank stock— after violating the obligation of contracts lo the U. S. Bank, 
ud aiding in the anti-bank cry of Martin Van Buren and his decoy-ducks, who, under the safely (! !) fond sys- 
tan, charteied, from 18^ to I837» baoka on the special privilege principU, with some 30 mUUoM of agniiuil, 
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Polk could be depended on — Stevenson was Speaker, and looking up to 
Jackson for a more lucrative office — the latter placed the former at the head of 
the ways and means in Dec, 1833, to oppose the U. S. Bank and Sub Treasury, 
and uphold Kendall and the political scheme of the Treasury banks. All this 

but far lees of real, capital in this state— after this, Mr. HoflVnan sat down in March, 1843, to write to Col. 
Yoone, that he hud jast heard of his effort to save one plttMk firom the wreck of the constitatioa— putfed Um* 
self, Yoong, Lnoini« and others for saving the state from beinR Bewardized— talked of felon debt, bankrupt com- 
panies, the corrupt action of the past, the lobby, the chartered liberties, and their unclean counsels— held oa 
with a death grip to ' the spoils ' and the party— fast clutching u. two years' rogistership of the land-olfice la 
Michigan, resting fortwo or three sessions in tt^ House of Assembly, at Albany— and has at length drawn the 
SIO.QUO to 916,000 aryear prize of the Naval Office, In the lucky state lottery of Thomas Ritchie and Janie^ K. 
Polk. Who can deny the fact, that the Admiral has acted on the principle of rotation in office ? Out of one 
fat berth he goes into another, tumbling out both friends and foes, when in his way, but always piping sottie 
democratic tune, always riding some popular hobby. To-day corresponding with Byrdsall ** as President of 
the association for Constitutional Reform *'— to morrow sanctioning Byrdsalrs removal from a f 15U0 sinecon 
in the Custom House, because he was tou Cathounlsh ! 

That the Anti-Rent party oinnplained of real and serious wrongs is now admitted by almost all classes, bat 
Hofiiiian, like Silas Wright, was slow to perceive the pith of their complaints. He voted, in 1828, with Butler, 
to renew the Mechanics and Farmers* and other unchecked bank charters, but they could not get enougii to 
Join them. Van Buren, Olcott and the party chiefs next year got up the Safisty Fund imposture, and played 
their parts so artfully that it took. I think that Hoffmau voted against the bill to elect Canal Commissionen 
by the people, and against the bill to destroy the State Prison Monopoly. In the disuribntiun of the patrontge 
of his department he takes his cue from Washington, to suit the party interests. 

When Hoffman entered the «;ustom House, it was asserted that the pretended check on the Collector, thro* 
the naval oflice, a very expensive aiid useless farce, as now and for many years past perfbrmod by Teteras 
actors, (tliis much the Evening Post admits,) would in his hands become a real one— but I doubted. The legis- 
lator who voted as Hoffman did, for George P. Itfarker to be our Attorney Greneral, after the public exposure of lbs 
firauds of the Buffalo City Bank, (saying nothing of his votes in favor of all that Hoffman calls corrupt in the 
session of 1836,) was a meet yoke fellow to Cornelius W. Lawrence, in their official duties of checks upon thm 
money operations of the Custom House of New York. 

Mr. Polk showed the sincerity of his respect for his fHend Andrew Jackson's memory and principL«» by 
choosing for collector here, a pet-bank president, whose conduct in fltiling to pay the public cash to the pobUic 
creditors, when his bank had been trusted with plenty of it, had disgraced the government which employed his 
frail concern. He showed equal consistency at least, in selecting as our .Naval Officer, or comptroller, the 
Hoffman who had voted against Major Davezac's motion in Assembly, for refunding to the old hero, before his 
death, his New Orleans fine and the costs thereof. 

Far be it from me to undervalue a Convention or Hoffmanns support of it— the people can choose fit repre- 
sentatives to it, und check their action, too, if a majority of them should prove indiscreet— but I dislike Eveahnf 
Post homilies on state refonn emanating from the Custom House desk of a #16,000 sinecurist, who leaves his 
own department there in as bad a condition as he found it, while he has the power to render it useful and effi- 
cient for the public service. He had no ear for a specie treasury in 1833-*4, but was ready for the cash systeiu 
in 1838, when there was nothing left to lend except depreciated bank paper. He denounces the expenditures 
on the Erie Canal enlargement, but steadily upholds the men who proposed that measure. In the great refinrm 
meeting held in the Capitol, at Albany, Nov. 21, 1843, Mr. Hoffman ''hardly dared to trust kivue^ to speak of 
Exeeutive Patronage, for he could never think of the attbjeet withnut editing feeling* of the moat inUnse indigiM- 
tionJ* Now, however, that President Polk has discerned his merits, and given him Throop's old place and in- 
come, it may be hoped that nis " intense indication " will cool down a little. 

Tlie Evening Post and Plebeian, when Curtis was Collector, declared that the expensive machinery of the 
Naval Office had proved no check at all on dishonest Collectors, from 1^0 and downwards. This was pef • 
ibctly tnie. It is true still. Yet, Including the Naval Officer's sinecure income, casual expenses, cleries' hire, 
examiners at Washington, and depdties to do the business, it costs the nation $60,000 a year. 

It has been shown, that in the two last months of Mr. Hoyt's term, entries amounting to $63,000 were stolen 
daily as presented, from the Cashier's office, before the clerks had seen or entered them on Collector's books — that 
the duplicates of these same entries were just as punctually stolen from the Naval Officer's office before he 
and his clerks had entered them on their record, or check-books, and that, had not an accident caused inquiry, 
and a whig secretary examined into the matter, Jesse Hoyt would have been 863,000 richer by the frauds of 
January and February, 1841, be the thief who he may. I believe, that, although $63,000 were iu this way all 
but picked from Uncle Sam's pockets in these two months, millions have been loet in the same way of vhiek 
we have vet heard noUiing, the system remaining the same — and if millions of dollars vanished in various 
ways, under Hoyt, Swartwoiit, ThnN)p, Coe & Co., may not millions more disappear at som* future tim*^ vhieh 
the parties will omit to mention 7 I blame no one— proll»s to suspect no one — but to such games as I have de- 
scribed there must be a check. Hnwisitnow? The entry, in duplicate, is handed to a Naval office Entry 
clerk, who examines It, another clerk folds it, a third clerk endorses it. Tlio endorser hands the entry to the 
Register, whose duty it is to enter it on his great book, and he does so, but not till next day, after ten o'clock; 
and as the bundle of entries of any one day is not locked up, and many persons have access to the oflice, 
nothing would be more easy, as far as the Naval Office is concerned, than to abstract any two, ten, or more 
entries, according to the size and quality of the daily bundle ; and if matters should, at a future time, be made 
to correspond in the Cashier's office, wholesale fVands are as easy of accomplishment as it is for me to tell how 
they performed them in Jesse's time. The truth is, the day*s record should be completed dny by day, signed 
by Hoffinnn himself, after personal examination, before he leaves the office, and a copy that evening dispatched 
to the U. S. Treasury. The entry should be recorded on the book, immediately after the merchant or his clerk 
hands it in— and this could be done with ease. 

What is the use of two deputies and an Auditor In Hoffman's office? Or, if they are vanUd, what is the use 
of htm 7 What living man, that knows what has to be done there, will say that Hoffrn^tn should be hired at 
95.000 a year of salary, with perquisites which, even in Hoyt's time, were equal to $10,000 or $12,000 moie, and 
then other men hired at heavy incomes, some to loll about in idleness and read newspapers, and others to do 
Jlufl^nan's work ? Electioneering committee;*, puff^, letters, speeches, and caucuses at and for the benefit of 
the Tammany Hall tavern association, must all be paid foi^— there is no real democracy there now— but why call 
upon the United States to pay Hoffman and Purdy for such work 1 Why select or retain as clerks in the Naval 
Office unfit persons, because they are serviceable tools as politicians ? And Why mix no l^ammany or its 
ebfilnnnnshlp, with the duties of the survey onhip of the Cuatomi 1 
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he did, with spirit and energy. Let the Democratic Review, in its confessional 
numbers after Van'^Buren's defeat, explain to the millions the results of the ex» 
ertions made in 1834, '5, and '6, by Kendall, Whitney, Van Buren, and J. K. 
Polk. Speaking of Van Buren & Co.'s failure in 1840, the Review says : 

" Nor can we lay our hands on our hearts and say, on honor bright, that it was entirely un- 
deserved on our own part, after all. We had not been— no party could have been — so long in 
power, especially under all the existing circumstances, without having contracted sundry 
sins, both of omission and commission — and with the same certainty that drags the shadow 
after the substance, does an inevitable retribution, to parties as to men, follow every fault and 
every folly they are ever guilty of. One great blunder, indeed, of the Pet Bank expferiment, 
entailed a long series of consequences which made it eventually one of the heaviest of the 
weights that bore us down — a measure adopted at the express rejection of that very one which at a 
!later day we so justly hailed with delight, when brought forward under different party auspices. 
"We meant well, to be sure, in that mast ill-starred of experiments — and it was at any rate better 
than the alternative of the other side, the re-charter of Mr. Biddle, b'lt good intent is no excuse, 
to the inexorable justice of the providence of events, for great political errors, f;^ And when 
we remember all the practical mischief we did, stimulating the expansion of the currency 
through the distribution of the vast accumulated deposites among the banks — without even a 
charge of interest to them, and at one time an official encouragement to them to apply them 
liberally to the * relief of the community — when we remember the prophetic wammgs from 
the opposition of the very consequences which indeed were not slow to cfevelope themselves — 
what right have we to complain if we had ourselves to swallow a very bitter dose of retribu- 
tion for our fatal error ?" 

I am persuaded that no impartial, well informed individual can be found who 
would hesitate, after inquiry, to blame Levi Woodbury, Sec. of the Treas., for 
his neglect of duty in the case of* Swartwout, who had embezzled some 
$1,260,000 from the New York Custom House, long before that lazy, or worse 
than lazy, functionary thought fit to announce his knowledge of the delinquency. 
A brief account of S.'s defalcation may be seen by reference to the index of my 
Lives of Hoyt and Butler — and it is worthy of remark that President Polk, 
knowing Woodbury's course in that and other matters, hastened to give him a 
life lease on the bench of the Supreme Court — and followed up that appointment 
by the nomination of the most intolerant lawyer towards citizens by choice, and 
not by chance, that he could find in Pennsylvania, or the Union, to a similar 
high station.f Mr. Polk's clumsy interference with the deposites was the indi- 

* Until 1834, Swartwout had embezzled but little of the public money. When the deposits were seized, he 
seems to have taken a leaf oat of Van Ruren's book. On the 15th of November, 1838, Woodbury wrote to 
Hoyt, hinting tliat the clerk^i who knew and concealed Swartwout*8 misconduct, ought to be removed. Two 
days after, Ogden the cashier, and Phillips [Noah's relative] the assistant, resigned their situations. Honest 
Noah, in his Evening Star, grieved aloud at Swartwout's resignation and French tour. ** There are few men 
who leave an important situation with more of the public approbation than Mr. Swartwout" — said Noah. Wood- 
bnry was mffrci/u/ to public pilferers. For example, ** Harris, the receiver at Columbus, Mississlpi^, was a 
notorious drunkard and defaulter, but kept in office two years, in full knowledge of the department untfi bo 
owed $160,000. So Wise tells us, through the Globe. In August, 1835, Woodbury tells Harris that he is a 
def miter — ^ogain in October— and so on till September, 1836, when the fellow proposes to resign after having 
been two and a half years a heavy defaulter ! A Mr. 6. D. Boyd succeeded Harris, and was " intemperate," a 
land speculator, like Butler, and resigned a defaulter, many thousand dollars in arrear, in August, 1837. John 
Davis applied next, as " a warm friend of the administration." 

t Polk and the Banks. — When Polk reported, in March, 1834, from the majority of his 
committee ofWays and Means, for seizing the revenue, using it to corrupt the banks, influ- 
ence the elections, and uphold " the party," a minority report was presented, on the 4th, by R. 
H. Wilde, Benj. Gorham, and Horace Binney. They remind Congress, that a partnership 
of different corporations for profit and loss, or mutual guaranty, with independent boards of 
direction, was a strange contrivance to secure the stockholder and regulate the currency — that 
Polk, Wright, and Kendall's scheihe had been tried and failed, and would fail again — that if 
Polk and his friends were correct in quoting the maxim that " the borrower is servant to the 
lender," the banks borrowing the public money would be slaves to Jackson and his cabinet 
— thai if their other maxim, "that lie who controls a bank, controls the debtors of the bank" 
held good, the deposites had been placed in banks whom Jackson's advisers intended to con- 
trol, through these slave banks of theirs— that the scheme would derange the currency, which 
is the measure of the value of every man's property, of his contracts, of indemnity for break- 
ing them, and of the public revenue — that a deranged currency makes laws, verdicts, promi- 
ses and decrees of courts speak tlie language of deceit and falsehood, gives ixaud a preiuium, 
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rect cause of the loss to the country of $646,754 paid hirn, as the cashieri of 
his chuicf, for bonds. When Polk, Kt* oddli, Van Buren, and Lawrence, united 

and strips honest labor of ite scanty earnings, paying it in worthless or depreciated rags, un- 
der pretence that they are as gooi as gold — ^that doubt and uncertainty were deeply injuring 
the business of the merchant and manufacturer— that if the U. S. Bank was not to be rechar- 
terod, some better plan ought to be proposed to Congress, for as to Polk and Wright's net 
scheme, it was the merest delusion, oecause the banKs selected, and the vast number that 
would arise like mushrooms, woukl onl^ promote the disorder. The state banks wanted a 
rM^ulator — a good currency was hopeless if the U. S. Bank, as a check, was removed, and no 
other substituted than the party politician's orders whom circumstances might place at the 
head of the treasury— that tae bank had been accused of paying money to printers, but, when 
traduced by the executive power, by many presses, and by speculators in Congress, was it not 
the duty ot her directors to appeal to facts, where the public were so deeply interested in the 
result 1— that the framers of tne constitution had provided the Supreme Court for the trial of 
aught done by the bank that was wrong, with the penalty of loss of charter if shown to be for- 
feited, and that the attorney general might prosecute, and the bank be heard in defence before 
the country, which wjuld be a better, more manly course, than continued slander and party 
abuse to mystify the issues, delude the millions, and end in making the fortimes of bad men. 
to the injury and ruin of thousands who would be made to believe that they had been wrong^ 
by those most deeply interested in the cause of eoual justice. 

The Apostle Paul, had he been on earth, would not have convinced Polk, Wright, Van Bu- 
ren. Butler, Kendall, Whitney, Lawrence, Cambreleng, Tallmadge, Marcy, Taney, and their 
coriiederates, that anything less than the use of the public purse — its plunder— could benefit the 
public. The party were not yet ready for the Sub Treasury, and therefore it was that in that 
year, Polk denounced it in the following plain terms : 

" Between the responsUmity of a public receiver and bank corporations as banks do exist, and 
" are likely to exist under State authority, the latter , upon the ground of safety to the public, art to 
" be preferred. Banks, when they are safe, recommend themselves to the service of ihe Treasury for 
" other reasons. The increased facility they possess over individual collectors and receivers, in 
* * making transfers of public money to distant points, for disbursements^ w.YA^ charge to thepud- 
" lie. liSeed, this is a service which individuals, to the extent of our large revenues, could not 
" perform. Whilst the deposite is in Bank, the bank may use it, keeping itself at the same time 
" ready to pay when demanded, and it is not withdrawn from the general circulation — ^as so 
" much money hoarded and withdrawn from the use of the community. In the hands of receivers, 
" they must either hoard it by keeping it locked up in a strong box, or use it at their own risk 
" in private speculation or trade. This temporary use of money on deposite in a bank, consti- 
" tutes the only compensation which the bank receives for the risk of keeping it, and forthe ser- 
" vice it performs. If receivers be employed, they can perform no other service than to keep the 
** money, and must be jpaid a compensation from the Treasury." 

Blair, of course, took the same ground in the Globe. He declared " that the Independent 
Treasury is disorganizing and revolutionary, and subversive of the fundamental principles of 
our govermnent, and of its entire practice irom 1798 down to this day ; and that it is as palpa- 
ble as the sun that the effect of the scheme would be to bring the public treasury niuch nearer 
the actual custody and control of the President, and expose it to be plundered by a hundred 
hands, where one under the late system could not reach it. In such event we should feel that 
the people had just cause for alarm, and ought to give their most watchful attention to such an 
effort to enlarge executive power, and put in its hand the means of corruption." 

On the I3th of June, 1834, the Senate sent for concurrence to the House of Representatives, 
a resolution it had agreed to, in opposition to the treasury banks, that the public treasure ought 
to be left with the U. S. Bank ana its branches. Polk moved to give it the go-by. Yeas, Joel 

B. Sutherland, R. H. Gillet, J. Cramer, A. Vanderpoel, H. Hubbard, Polk, Cambreleng 
White, &c. Nays, J. a. Adams, Dixon H. Lewis, Dudley Selden, H. A. Wise, W. Slade' 
M. Fillmore, E. Everett, Levi Lincoln. &c. Where was Collector Lawrence 1 ' 

April 4, 1834, Polk's resolve " that the state banks ought to be continued as Uie places of de- 
posit for the public money," Congress prescribing the mode of selection and the securities 
(never done), was carried in the House of Representatives, 117 to 112. Yeas, Polk, Cambre- 
leng, Cramer, Beardsley, Bockee, Gillet, Hamer, Hubbard, Richard M. and Cave Johnson 

C. W. Lawrence, Mann, J. Y. Mason, Joel B. Sutherland, Vanderpoel, &c. Nays, Adams 
(J. a.), Selden, Siade, McDuffie, F. Whittlesey, Everett, Lincohi, &c. 

March 17, 1834, Grorham presented a memorial from many influential and highly respectable 
inhabitants of Boston, for the incorporation of a national baiik, and the restoration of the depo- 
sits. Polk, Bynum, Cave Johnson, Beardsley, Vanderpoel, Gillet, Mason, &c., argued and 
voted against allowing the names of the petitioners to be printed with the memorial. This 
time C. W. Lawrence left his leader, arid with Sutherland, Selden, Wise, Adams, Ac., went 
for allowing the people to see who th» petitioners were. 
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in driving the able and intrepid Duane, whom Jackson could neither bend nor 
bribe, from the Treasury, Taney, four days after his appointment, ordered the 
President of the U. S. Bank to deliver up the bonds given by the merchants of 
Philadelpbia, for duties, to the Collector there. It is presumed that a like order 
was given in New York ; and the consequence was, that instead of the branch 
bank here being a check, and a safe depository for the bonds, till paid at the 
bank, they were placed in the hands of Swartwout and his reckless subalterns 
to manage as they thought fit. The result is matter of history.* 

* It has oflen been found, on examining the affairs of a broken bank, that certain of its 
officers and directors owe it f^ larger sums than the stock they hold. These debts they con- 
trive to pay with the notes of their insolvent institution, at par, baying them in the market 
for 25 to 5 J cents per dollar, and thus gaining by the failure. On the 7lh of June, 1834, Mr. 
Adams proposed a resolve requesting the names of the Presidents, Cashiers, Directors, Stock- 
holders, and Solicitors, of all the banks that had been selected by Roger Taney, as treasury 
tenln, when the U. S. Bank was discarded — the amount of stock held by each stockholder— 
and the amount of debt due by each director, cashier, and president of each pet bank, to the 
bank, at the time wlien it got the public treasure, and at this time. This would have shown 
whether the banks were in the hands of borrowing speculators, whether they had borrowed 
out the public monies, and whether they had power over the banks without having a real 
interest in their goo J management. Nevins's letter to Hoyt, page 169, explains in part their 
schemes. Mr. Aiams showed that it was not imusual for a favorite to be allowed to subscribe 
for S50,000 of stock, be elected a president or director, and never pay one cent into the bank 
coffers ; but, whan he could, borrow the credit oi the bank and otlier men's deposits. Mr. 
Polk screened the pets, opposed all infonnation, and for the purpose of crushing inquiry, 
• moved an amendment about the U. S. Bank, which had no deposits at all to lend to any one. 
Cambreleng, too, was opposed to inquiry, of course. Coulter said that secretary Taney had 
not forgotten his own interest in selecting the pets — that he, Taney, was the Attorney for one 
of them (the Union Bank, Maryland) that he was also a large stockholder, and had moved 
the deposits so as to give new value to his own bank shares, and increase his dividends — 
that tma. conduct was a violation of the law — and that Taney was not alone in such works, 
as the returns would show. Mr. Adams was very sarcastic. He suggested to Polk, as 
chairman of ike ways and mcatis^ to add to the precedents with which he had befogged the 
Honse, by proposing that it be 

{^ ** Resolved, that the thanks of this boaw lie i^ven to Rof^r B. Taney, secretary of the treasnry, for hie 
S^ pure and disinterested patriotism in Iransferring the use of the public funds from the Bank of tiM 
&^ United Stales, where the)^ were profitable to the people, to the Union Bank of Baltimore, where they 
9^ were profitable to tiimseil.'* 

The guilty usurers were in the majority, but all was kept dark. Campbell P. White bor- 
rowed an^y$I?2,00a— the Butlers $30,000— J. G. Coster S260,000-James M'Bride S76,000; all 
this and much more out of the Manhattan. Of course the patriot, White, wanted no inquiry. 
Polk was the leader of the greedy usurers in their -'general scramble." Is it thus 
we are to account for his patronage of B. F. Butler 1 On the 13ih the resolution was 
again debated, and Mr. Miller moved to dispose of it, as delay would quash inquiry. Polk 
said no — the usurers were in his majority, and inquiry was thus stifled till the general bank- 
ruptcy of 1837-8, told a sad tale, a day too late. 

Horace Binney of Philadelphia, in his speech against Van Buren's Pet Banks, in the debate in 
Congress, January 9th, 1834, had clearly foretold these results. 1 quote his remarks vert^im. 

"Sir, the project astonishes me. It is to bring a second time, upon this land, the curse of an 
unregulated, uncontrolled, State Bank paper currency. We are again to see the drama, which 
adready, in the course of the present century, has passed before us, and closed in ruin. If the 
project shall be successful, we are again to see these paper-missiles shooting in every direction 
through the country ; a derangement of all value ; a depreciated circulation ; a suspension of 
specie payments; then a further extension of the same detestable paper; a still greater depre- 
ciation ; with failures of traders and failures of Banks, in its train ; to arrive, at last, at the same 
point from whence we departed in 1817. Suffer me to recall to the recollection of the House a 
few of the more striking events of that day. The first Bank of the U. States expired in March. 
181 1. Between the 1st of January, 181 1, and the close of the vear 1814, more than one hundred 
new Banks were established to supply this more unitbrm and better currency. Forten millions 
of capital called in by that Bank, twenty millions of capital, so called, was invested in th&e. In 
the place of five-and-a-half millions, about the amount of circulation in notes of that Bank 
withdrawn, twenty-two millions were pushed out. Then came a suspension of specie pay- 
ments, in August and September, 1814. As an immediate consequence of this suspension, 
the circulation oi' the country, in the course of liiieen month^ increased My per cent, 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

The very name of a politician or statesman, is sure to cause terror and hatred ; it has always 
connected with il Che ideas of treachery, cruelty, fraud and tyranny; and thoec writers who 
have faithfully unveiled the mysteries of state freemasonry, have ever been held in geoeial 
detest^n foi^ ev^ knowing so perliectly a theory so detestable. 

Burke's Vindication op Natural Society. 

The Catastrophe^ 1837 .-r^Fartnership Law. — The Pets versus the Subtreasury. 
-^Free Bu/ftking. — Kendatt and the Post •^^Marcy^s Restraimmg Law.^-^Ciaif 
on the Banks. — The Brokers^ Banks.-- Jackson j Blair ^ Polk and Ritchie 
against the Subtreasury. — Calhoun for a Bahkj in 1834. — Jackson Money ^ 
all hard. — Gold^ all gold. — Silas Wright and the Soulless Existences.^^ 
Harrison on Currency. — Tebbett^s $8000 Vault. — Hoyt and Allen working 
out the Act. — Flagg^s Fractice. — Van Barents Specie Mixture. — Feel an 
Paper. — English Banking. — The Knaves^ League. — Hoyt^ McNulty^ 4*c., 
above all Law. — Bennett Explains. — Knowledge is Power. — Cambreleng^ 
Webb, fyc. — Walker and his Pets. — Corcoran ^ BAgqs, — Four Hundrid 
Stockjobbers Sporting with Uncle Satn'^s Strong Box, —McDuffie'^s JSFotions. 

England's republican poet, John Milton, thus records in his ' Paradise Lo8t,^ 
the lamentations of the eldest of human kind : " Now 1 perceive Peace to 
corrupt, no less than War to waste." Addison, one of her ablest whig states- 
men, frankly declares his opinion, that " The waste of War is not, in its final 
consequences, so injurious as the luxuries and corruptions of Peace." John 
Quincy Adams, with still later experience, and certainly very superior powers 
of observation, approvingly quotes Milton ; and assigns " the abuse of credit, 
and the unrestrained pursuit of inordinate wealth, especially by the agency 
of banks," as the proximate causes of the great catastrophe of 1837.* 

or from forty-five to sixty-eight millions of dollars; and the fruit of this more uniform curren- 
cy was the failure of innumerable traders, mecJianics^ even farmers; of one hundred and sixty- 
five banks, with capitals amounting to $^0,000,000 ; and a loss to the United States, alone, in 
the negociation of her loans, and in the receipt of bankrupt paper, to an amount exceeding four 
millions of dollars. * * * Does Kentucky wish to see tlie return of those days 1 I trust in 
Grod it will be defeated, that the poor men and laborers in the land may resist it, for it is a 
scheme to get from every one of them a dollar's worth of labor for fifty cents, and to make fraud 
the currency of the oountry as much as paper." 

Martin Van Buren and his friend Butler saw it all just as clearly as Binney, but his follow- 
ers would leave if not gorged with plunder, and he satiated even avarice itself. As early as 
1835, Jackson and Van Buren saved appearances by abusing the banks and thus weakening 
their credit; and in Holland's Life, prmted that year at Hartford, banks and paper money 
are unsparingly vilified. When they fell with a crash. Van Buren started the sub-treasury; 
while his instruments denounced the banks he himself had endowed and made. 

* The Catastrophe. — As early as October, 1836, the Safety Fund Bank system was ready to 
blow up. Van Buren and Jackson's pet banks, with the hundreds of other banks created ail 
over the Union, had increased the circulation of paper as money beyond all precedent. Every- 
thing tliat was lor sale rose in price — everybody likes to sell in a dear market, and therefore 
many millions of dollars worth of foreign merchandize was imported in 1835 and 1836, beyond 
the average of more frugal years — vast imports brought a great revenue — the revenue was 
handed over to the pets lor safe keeping, and by them lent to their managers, to speculate in 
lands and lots, or for the accommodation of the merchants at 12 to 50 per cent, interest. The 
public land sales rose from one or two millions to 15 or 20 in a year — the states lent their credit 
to banks, in bonds payable with interest, they began extensive canals, railroads and other im- 
provements, (rflen without system, and with mean, dishonest parasites as their agents — the banks 
disposed of their capitals ibr fancy stocks, Texas scrip, and unsaleable property — every body 
took credit, at home and abroad — }?rovisions rose — ^millions worth of produce, potatoes, 4Le. 
ware in^KviBd, ior altk)ugh we itad land, we had not leisure to cultivate it. The country was 
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Ab ft security, dot only to bankers, but also to merchants, manufacturers, and, 
IB short, all persons who go into partnership in trade or dealings, a complete 
reyision and consolidation of the partnership laws would be invaluable to this 
community. At present they are the crude provisions of the common law ; 
and many capitalists are alarmed at the bare idea of an unlimited partnership* 

afflicted with an overstrained, distempered energy, ill directed. The national government was 
free of debt, and Congress had ordered many millions of its immense paper ft'easures to be distri- 
bated or lent to the states — Jackson required specie at his land-sales — ^500,000,000 were due 
from the public to the banks— large sums from the south and west to the sea-board cities— and 
the banks and commercial people were deeply in debt to Europe. The expenditure of the fede- 
ral government was beyond its income, but it had the power ol pledging public credit by placing 
ita treasury notes or due bUls into the hands of favorite bankers to be sold for gold and silver, 
and its power was not too wisely used. Some six or ei2:ht bankers and great trading houses 
in England, allowed commercial pexjple of good and indifferent repute in these states to draw 
QQ them for vast amounts, in payment of goods for the American market; character was no 
longer essential to success in litef mercantile firms "v\ithout capital or experience rose among 
U8 Bke mushrooms, and the very nature of commerce was changed to speculative gambling, on 
a visionary, unstable basis. The English people did not understand the profligate game which 
Van Buren and his allies were playing. Their confidence in American institutions and Ame- 
rican honor was unbounded; and they believed tliat the Hoyls, Olcotts, Swartwouts, Marcys, 
St^hen Aliens, Wrights, Plaggs, Biddies, Woodbur}'s, Jaudons and Murrays of this new con- 
tinent, possessed great financial skill. In the end they tasted its quality, to their cost. 

The Bank of England had'been imusually liberal in 1835 and 1836, in its loans t» joint stock 
banks, bill brokers, and especially to some seven or eight commercial houses largely interested 
in the North American trade. Suddenly, the remittances from the United States began to 
slacken. The Bank, which now has sixty millions in gold in its coffers, found itself possessed 
of less than twenty millions in December, 1836, whilst it owed one hundred and fitly millioas. 
The Directors felt that the vast financial machine entrusted to their care was in danger by their 
own carelessness; they called in their loans with unusual ha.*'te; and being privatel}'' advised, 
by intelligent correspondents on this side the ocean, of the tottering condition of our credit system, 
as tinkered by the politicians, discouraged the purchase of the bonds of nearly all the borrowing 
states; raised the rate of interest to five per cent.; depressed the value of commodities of all 
sorts many millions; and thus recovered some thirty or forty millions of specie, deemed essen- 
tial to the safehr of the institution, and which they had too heedlessly parted with. 

Early in 1837, many heavy failures took place in the city of New York — and in May that 
year our Safety Fund Banks, the Deposit Banks of New York, resolved to -withhold payment of 
their just debts — the Dry Dock Bank led the way, and in a few days 950 depositories of real or 
imagmary wealth were as bankrupt as Van Buren's old Buffalo, or Butler and Hoyt's Wash- 
ington and Warren. Marcy and nis associates speedily legalized this monstrous fraud; and 
the slate banks being relieved from all other checks than those of their paper exchanges and 
the visits of political commissioners, sold their specie for exportation, and paid the demands of the 
government on them, in part, in a currency worth 80 to 94 cents per dollar. The city banks, 
however, reduced their loans from 46 to 30 millioas, and their notes in circulation from 9 mil- 
lioas to 2, being a withdrawal of credit equal to 23 millions. Of course, their brokers did 
a large business, with notes of every grade in value, from one cent to one hundred — and 
English creditors were very easy with their debtors. The Bank of England allowed James 
]5rown of Liverpool to draw on them for eight or ten millions of dollars to uphold credit here, 
and of that simi I think he did draw for about one half. On the 5th of Dec. 1837, Van Buren's 
message told the public, that of thirty millions in the pet banks, government could not com- 
mand one. Ten millions of Treasury notes were paid to llie public creditors in lieu of real 
money, and these notes were received l^y the Custom House in payment of government duties. 
Bank bills were refused. 

* The Free Banks. — The reader, by referring to the correspondence of McF.srs. Flagg, Cut- 
ting, C. L. Livingston, Marcy, Hoyt, and Phelps, will perceive, that when chartered bankii^^ had 
been sold, and l»rtered, and bargained off to favorites, to make presidents and governors and 
such like, till the fabric of Van Buren knavery tottered to its base, a new leaf was proposed to 
be turned over, by making banking free, taking the stock of Arkansas, Alabama, Pennsylva- 
nia, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, &c., as security, or bonds and mortgages onprivate property 
iH this State. How hot Hoyt, Flagg, Cutting, &c., were for this new Safety Fimd ! It ended, 
li3ce the first, by giving us a sprinkling of broken free trade banks ; some of them gigantic 
achemes of wholesale knavery, like the North American Trust and Banking Company, J. 
0. Beers, President ; others equally desperate in character, but on a mimic scale. The people 
Iflflt, by the insolvent banks, from 5 to 45 per cent on the notes they bad taken, and what be- 
c«me of those who trusted funds with them may readily, be guessedL Aa to the -graeral fno. 
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banking, vfiih a remedy provided for neglect or dishonesty vhich is no remedy 
at all. Such a law, preceded by a commission of practical inquiry, is mucn 
wanted. On the t>th of March last, Mr. Hard, in Senate, expressed ihe opinion 
that ^^ banks had cost this country, by their expansions, failures, and subsequeot 
revulsions, five hundred millions of dollars." Banks, like merchants, are very use- 
ful to society ; but as long as the government shall continue to be a sort of patent 
panic manufactory, and the laws not be made for the public benefit, we shall 
hear continually of the stoppages and explosions of our defective financial 
machinery. What can be more insulting to the understanding of the American 
people, than to behold a league or band of their hired and well paid officials 

trade law, the Supreme Court have decided that the legislature could not, on their oaths, con- 
stitutionally pass it, but the Senate of N. Y., as a Court of Errors, have declared, that as a 
Senate they made no mistake at all. There was no other banking in this state for the first 
twelve or fourteen years of its independence than free banking under the English partnership 
law. Levi M*Keen*s was a free bank ; so was Jacob Barker's Exchange ; but they did not 
solve the grand secret, stability and uniformity of value. Amos Kendall, like Sir Robert Pee!, 
declares that " free banking is free gambling." On the contrary, Mr. Bryant of the Post^ 
would make banking free to all. He is a liberty boy in right earnest. He would throw the 
reins over the horses' necks, and trust to their discretion not to upset the coach, so he would. 
Experience, on the contrary, would check the quadrupeds, and the editor of the Post, if he will 
but look at the results of free-banking in N. Y. since last he reviewed Kendall, may find that 
his own opinion requires reviewing also. Van Buren's idea of i'ree-banking needs only to be 
stat^. In March, 1817, he introduced a bill to Senate for a new banking system, providing 
that not more than five persons might associate as free-bankers, to be jointly and severally re- 
sponsible, and do business only at a place specified. In case the bank stop pa}Tnent of its 
notes it shall pay ten per cent, interest on the amount to the holders ; its partners nmst not, 
while thus associated, buy grain, sell merchandize, or deal in securities or stocks, unless where 
they have to take them for debt. The bank to report once a year to the comptroller. In case 
any private banker or his cashier, clerk, or agent should be convicted of fraua in his business, 
he might be fined from a cent to $1,000, and sent between one day and seven years to state's 
prison. Why did not this last clause apply to chartered banks 1 

Governor Marcy denoimced the N. Y. Restraining Law as a most' odious monopoly in his 
message of 1837. Of course Van Buren had been friendly to it. On reference to Senate 
Journal, 1818, page 170, 1 find that the Restraining Law provided, that no indi\idnal, associa- 
tion, or body corporate, " shall keep any office of deposit for the purpose of discounting promis- 
" sory notes ; or for canying on any banking business which incorporated banks are author- 
" izea by law to carry on ; or issue any bills or promissory notes as private bankers, unless espe- 
" cially authorized by law." A clause in the bill exempted Jacob Barker's bank for three years 
from the monopoly ; and this was opposed by Col. Young, and Messrs. Bowne and Hanmiond. 
Next day, March 24th, Van Buren, Young, everybody went for privilege, and the bill passed. 

In 1840, Jan. 20, in Senate, Mr. Clay assumed it as a fact, that with this constitution, bank- 
paper will exist, and cannot be put doT\Ti. If it is stopped in one state, another will flood that 
state with its paper and get the profit. He instanced states which had opposed paper in every 
shape, but finding that other states supplied it to them, changed their policy, in order that 
they might have some of the advantages of paper. 

Thiers tell us that the French Republicans disliked bank notes, and were enraged at the 
abolition of the assignats. " The intention of ha\'ing recourse to the financial companies re- 
vived all prejudices. The government," they said, " was goin^ to give itself up again to stock- 
jobbers ; it was about, by establishing a bacJi , to ruin the assignats, and to destroy the paper 
money of the republic, in order to substitute for it a private paper created by jobbers." 

The Senate's Committee on Banks, Albany, April, 1845, document 97, describe, in part, the 
operaticHi of the general banking law of 1838, thus : — There are institutions, " called banks, 
principally owned by brokers in New York, whose sole or chief business is, to obtain bills from 
the comptroller and to put and continue them in circulation ; banks which do not lend money. 
Among these they mention the * Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of Ogdensburgh,' which had 
$208 734 of their notes in circulation, and had not lent the public one cent ; the James' Bank, 
Amenia Bank^armers &c Mechanics' Bank, Rochester, and two or three more ; in all, eight ; 
capital $377 093; notes in circulation, $545 800; loans and discoimts to the public onlyi 
^7,920. Would it not be as well for the republic to have the interest on this circulation slB 
■the few brokers that now get ii *? Probably even the $37,920 lent, is chiefly lent ..y these banka 
to their owners." The committee consider the White Plains Bank, and the Warren County 
Bank, and several others, to be of like character. These banks are not lenders of moneyi 
say tha CQnunittBe— they are boizowen* 
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condemn an important measure, as vile, unprincipled, infamous, revolutionary, 
tyrannical, innately corrupt and base, and an open violation of the constitution ; 
and when they have thus crushed and blackened it, and left the country to be 
pillaged for years by other means of their providing, to see them all of a sudden 
wheel quite round about, and begin to puflfand laud the same old and repudiated 
proposition, as if it were a voice from heaven 1 Was it not thus that Polk, 
Wright, Croswell, Van Buren, and their interested allies acted in the matter of 
the sub-treasury and the pet, state, local, or treasury banks 1 

Secretary Duane replied to Gen. Jackson's recommendation of chartered state 
banks (of our politics) as being the best sub-treasuries for the party : " Trea- 
sury Department, July 10, 1833. // is manifest that the welfare of the people 
demands^ that instead of being a partner in either^ they [the people] should be 
independent of both United States and local banks.'*'* To which Jackson res- 
ponded, " that he had himself asked Congress, so to organize the treasury de- 
partment as to dispense with banks, but that he had not been attended to by 
congress or the people. ^^ Sixteen months after that, the Globe, by Blair, thus 
officially expressed the deliberate opinion of Jackson, Van Buren,* Wright and 

* What wai rm Jackson RaroRM to cokhst in ?— It Is to end, mid Blair, for Van Buren, " in the sap- 
wesMioaof all paper nrnney under $100.*' — '*I would myitelf banisii all paper money under $100/' amid T U. 
Benton, in a letter.—" R»«rlct all Issues of bank bills below $10, forrhwifh,*' quoth the Democratic Review.— 
** Gold and ■liver coin Is Jackson moiiey ; notes with pictures on th^m, promising to pay, the biuik\s money.** 
8o said Blair, Biarch 29, 1834. Did not the plan of 1837 prewrve ihe Jackson money exclusively for the rich 1 
Were not the eontradirtory plans of Van Buren and Polk tried ? Did they do more or 1«m tbnn rob the honest 
to enrich the base and artfnl ? Did not the Olobt pour forth hosunnabs to the excloaive gold cturrcncy of the 
Union, ending in Jesse IIoyt*8 knavery here, and national bankruptcy, repudiation, shin plasters and Silas 
Wright 1 In J837, the Albany Regency issued a manifcfito, through the Argus, denouncing the loco focoa, and 
declaring that ** they never entertained the visionary project of an exclusive metallic currency ;*' but the CHobe^ 
by Blair, had prophesied, in 1834, that **in seven months from this time, bank rags will be aboli:ihed, and the 
whole cooiitry will be overspread with gold.'* In 1834, Silas Wright abhorred the bank and siate divorce, and 
** had the most entire confidence in the full and complete success of the [pet bank] experiment," by means of 
which a few hundred gambling leaders pillaged the useful classes of society to the extent oC tw»;nty millinns of 
dollarB. In 1837, we find Wright exclaiming, " What, then, can Congress do 7 We answer, try the yet untdnd ex- 
** pedkmL Produce a perfect and entire separation between the finances of tl)e nation and all the banks of i^isue, 
** or dhwniint, however, or bv what authority exiitting ; between the national treasury and th<>8e artificial crea« 
**tion8oflflcUlationupon which we have so unfortunately attempted to depend. W6 have tried the iaith oc 
** these aoulless existeiiccs, in all their fiNrms of being, and that faiih has always failed us in the hour of utmnat 
*'Deed. Now let us try the faith of natural persons, of moral accountable agents, of freemen. Let Coiigreas 
** trost the aafe keeping of the public treasure with citizens, as such, and not as hank corporators : with men re- 
'* sponsible to itself, and not to moneyed institutions.** At this hour. (March, 1846,) the state of New York, with 
Wright at the bead of it, and the United Suaes government, wiih Polk at the helm, are irusiing ten miUiona of 
money, ateadily, to the artificial creations, the soulless existences, which always fail, while the adaunisiratk>n is 
holdiBg up as ** the great salvation,*' the old subtreasury scheme of 1840. Are not such men a blot in the nation- 
bX eaoirtcheoa ? General Harrison, in his inauKural, said, ** if there \* one measure better calculated than an- 
** other to produce that state of things, by which the rich are daily adding to tht ir hoards, and the poor sinking 
" deeper into penury, it is an exclusive metallic currency. Or if there is a process by which the character of the 
** country for generosity and nobleness of feeling may be destroyed by tlie great increase and necessary toleratiuu 
** of usury, it is an exclusive metallic currency." Now the state and U. S. government continually art as if they 
really believed this, while they continue, nevertheless, lustily to vociferate in favor of a change, in order that they 
mav set nmular favor and pick up votes. 

When van Burcn*s Sub-Treasury came into operation, in New York, it made rare sport to the Wnll street 
witA Tsbbets. a con«iervative blacksmith, hammered out an immense iron vault or safe, at a ci>st of $8,000, to 
bold, not the specie, but the bank noti>8, while tlie specie was in the banks, or paying for Ameiican purcbMses la 
China or Japan. The iron vault was all a deception to blind the real uards till after the re-election of Van 
Buren. In tliose days, Hoyt and "his cashiers received in payment of duties, in lieu of specie, the merchant's 
check upon a bank, endorsed ''payable m specie," with bank notes of specie paying banks. Tiie checks and the notes 
were occasionally kept in the iron vault, but the coin remained in the b.mk vaults ; and if one went lo Stephen 
Allen, the receiver general, to get money for a treasury note, he too paid in pa(>er. The (>>llector made his de- 
posils in a bank, and then reported to AJlen as receiver twice a week— the divorce of bank and state, therefore, 
ua New York, consisted in placing the rev< nue in banks, and receiving no • pecie, or as Utile of it as possible, for du« 
ties; also in passing the paper dotlars through tlie hands of Hoyt and Allen instead of only one of them. On the 
11th of September, 1837, Bennett said in his Herald, that Calhoun might be going ultra with Van Buren in order 
lo break him down. One thing is clear, Butler, Hoyt k. Co., ao managi-d the tarifl; the sub-treasury and th^ ool« 
lection of the revenue, as to deceive the souili, by appearing to follow one line of p<ilicy while in mith they were 
doing iheir very utmost against it. A state i^ub treasury is talked of now at Albany, but ii*s all talk. Flags does 
lutx want it. Horace Greeh-y says, *' the Manhattan and Bank of the State here, the Farmers nnd Mechanics* a| 
Alb'iny, and two or three more pet * motif ters * have the handling, keeping, and unr»^iricti-d lending oi the F(»uror 
Five Millions per annum, coilfrted and disbursed by our State, oii terms far more lax than those accorded by 
the F^di'ml Governnx-nL AM this vast amount is regularly collected and disp'-re d in Bunk No'e«— not a siivsr 
of coin about the business— and our Comptroller and the Banks are always playing iuio each other*s bonds, for 
nniuiil advantage.** 

Van Enren wrote Governor Reynolds, Msrch 6th, 1841, praising '*a mixed rurrency, compojiedof a well 
balanced and harmonious co-operation or the stajidard of value and its paper representative.*' Benton canvaspsd 
lor Vau BurtB» ia 1830, at bclsg '* a real hard money luau." Jacluoa iajr% to hu XsOfM w Mo^a yawaoot ** ( 
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the party then in power, relative to a renewal of Duane^s proposition, when 
formally made in Congress : §§»" The proposition of Mr Leigh ' to dissolve «^ 
(ji^ all connection between the treasury and banks,' is disorganizing, revolu- *^ 
Q^ tionary, subversive of the fundamental principles of our government «4)8 
Q^ and its entire practice, from 1789 down to this day ; it is as palpable *©§ 
gc^as the Sun, that the effect of the scheme would be to bring the public ^^ 
{j^ treasure much nearer the actual custody and control of the President ^^ 
g(^ than it is now, and expose it to be plundered by a hundred hands, «4^ 
gc5» where one cannot now reach it." ^^ When I say that this is the delibe- 
rate statement of the Globe of Nov. 20, 1834, by authority — that the journals 
of Congress show that the proposition (and for the same reasons too,) was reject- 
ed by the nearly unanimous votes of Jackson and Van Buren's friends — that 
the faithlessness of pet banks was as well known and tested in 1834 as in 1837 
— that Calhoun, in Senate, March 21, 1834, when discussing the question of 
excluding all but specie from the receipts of the government, said, " But there 
is in my opinion a strong, if not an insuperable objection against resorting to 
this measure, resulting from the fact that an exclusive receipt of specie in the 
Treasury would, to give it efficacy and to prevent extensive speculation and 
fraud, require an entire disconnection on the part of the government with the 
banking system in all its forms, and a resort to the strong box as the means of 
preserving and guarding its funds — a means, if practicable at all, in the present 
state of things, liable to the objection of being far less safe, economical, and 
efficient than the present," adding " my impression is, that a new bank of the 
U. S., engrafted upon the old, would be found to combine the greatest advan- 
tages, and to be liable to the fewest objections ;"* and that same year he remark- 
I 

am, and ever have been, opposed to all kinds of government pappr currency, let it be derived from the exchequer 
or oUierwiiie/' Van Buren begaui his reign by the issue of a *' government paper currency," in tlie form of trea- 
sury iwtes. While Van Buren is for 'a well balanced, mixed currency, Jacicson asks Daw:»on Where is ilie use of 
a paper cunency ? Neither the merchant nor laborer wants it. It is one of the greatest humbugs to say 
that there is not specie enough m the world to answer all the necessary wants of tiie community. Look at Cuba. 
There is no paper there. Now here are conilictiag opinions, and yet Van Buren, in his inaugural, says thai ho 
had completely agreed with Jackson in sentiment, and hnd partaken largely of liis confidence. Wiio will suppoM 
that it was ottierwise 1 Yet it is evident there is decided opposition here. Wlio was siucere ? 

* What is Enoland about ?— -In May, 1844, Sir Robert Peel said, in parliament, that "there ore a number of 
people who think that the trade in bank notes should be as free as the trade in anything else ; and that no more 
danger will arise from a free manuAicture of paper money, resting on mutual credit and confidence, than fromthtf 
free manufacture of any other article. But experience tells against this opinion : and within the last half cen- 
tury three nations have felt, in tremendous force, the evils arising from the abuse of paper money. These na- 
tions are France, Britain, and the United States : France, during the first revolution, when the over issue of the 
8t«te paper money, called assignats, caused fearful havoc ; Britain, during the war, when the Bank Restriction 
Act, though giving, in the first instance, an unnatural expansion of trade, and a ftctitious prosperity, entailed 
evils on us under which we are suffering at the present moment ; and the United States at ditferent periods, bat 
especiallv within the last eight or nine years. Their experience ought to teach every commercial nation thtt- 
lesson which has been taught the people of these countries through so much suffering— a lesson which proclnims 
emphatically that, though paper money may be, like fire, a necessary agent and a useful servant, it Is also, like 
fire, a terrible master — as a nver carefully held within embankments, it may serve oa a convenient medium of 
transit, but when it rises as a flood, it sweeps everything valuable away, if exposed to its resistless fury." 

8ir Robert defined money to be British coin, and bank notes to be promissory notes payable in that coin on 
demand. The latter he defined to be a substitute for money, operating upon prices as money docs, and perform- 
ing shnllar functions. Bank notes economized the use of metallic money— if by them we dispensed with five or 
six millions of gold and alvcr, we send the specie to other lands or uses. The Bank of England had found, a 
hutidred years ago, that when it lessened the quantity of its notes in circulation il rectified the exchanges. Paper 
money must be convertible into coin at the will of the holder, and there must be some check to prevent the results 
which unlimited competition and the absence of control had brought on the United States, through excess of 
issues. When prices rise and speculation is active the country banker issues more notes. At such a time he 
ought to lassen his issues. Sir Robert thought that a single bank issuing bank notes for the whole kingdom 
might be rendered far more mischievous than useful, and held it to be good policy to work with the tools we 
have. He next proceeded to state his plan relative to the Bank of England. It was to retain its privileges, but 
its departments of issuing notes and banking, were to be separated. It might issue pMnrr, based on the loans ft 
had made and would make to government, including exchequer bills, namely $69,000 000 ; and a weeltly account 
of its notes out, artd Sfiecle on hand, must be published. Its notes would be a lawful tender, thus secured, at all 
other places but the bank, where they must be always convertible into gold of standard value on demand. No 
new bank to be created, with the power to issue paper as money, but exihting banks might issue notes equat to 
the averse of their previous circulation, subject to a weekly publication of ail their liabilities. Joint stock 
banks to be bound by the acts of their directors, but their shareholders are to be made free from being liable, 
for the acts of hidividnal shareholderif, aa now, under the English law of partnership. All banks of l»ue ta 
make • peilodieal publicatfcni of the iiamet of all their partners, that the public may know who are retpov-' 
dMe for all their tnuuoctions. JBvery new bank mutt have the sanction of government, hi order to registnh 
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ed, that should the deposites not be restored to the U. S. Bant, he would, (as 
he afterwards did,) go for a prohibition of bank notes in all the dealings of the 
government, the reader will at once perceive that the leaders of the. democracy 
of the north betrayed their trust — that, knowing that the pet banks were unsafe, 
irresponsible, they ieagufed themselves with them ; and that their after conduct 
in endeavoring to give the people the inferior currency, and the officeholders 
the superior ; Bufl^lo Bank rags to the farmer, golden eagles to Wright, Polk, 
Van Buren, and the rest of the lawmakers ; they betrayed the people, and 
showed to all men, that sordid, selfish, and meanly ambitious motives had guided 
their whole conduct. 

General Jackson condemned the sub-treasury in toto, and removed Duane 
from his high office for advocating a bank and state divorce. " It is considered 
against the genius of our free institutions," said Jackson, " to lock up in the 
vaults the treasure of the nation ; such a treasure would doubtless be employed 
at some time, as it has been in other countries when opportunity tempted am^ 
bition." '* Individual agents would probably be found less responsible, safe, 
convenient, and economical " than the banks, quoth Woodbury ; Swartwout, 
and* Hoyt did all they could to prove him in the right. " If Gen. Jackson had 
suggested such a system [the Sub-Treasury] what peals of patriotic indig- 
nation would have burst from eloquent senators against the usurper and tyrant 

tintit wUIi a defined form of trust deed, and a regular audit of accounts. In case the Bank of England 
'should think fit to circulate more bank notes than 69 millions, it must first get the consent of three members 
of the cabinet, and ^e profits of the excess of issue would ^o to the statu. It? new cliarter was to run for 
21 years, witli liberty to parliament to interfere after 10 years should the public mind sottle down in favor 
of Mily one bank to issue bank notes in the kinj;dom. Nd notes to be iitsued in England under £5, say 24 dollan. I 
received from Henry Warburton, an English M. P., the fi«lii) report of the secret committ(>e*s investigation of 
the affairs of the Bank of England ; it was very voluminons, but I have lost it Hordce Binnry argued ably 
in 1834. in Congress, that a deranged currency is a plain violation of the coosiitutional pledge, that the obli- 
gaifoa to fulfil n contriiut must not be impaired, and no it is, for *' What is the worth of anything ? *Tis just 
• as much as it will bring;'' and if a promise to pay a dollar is not met by paying the dollar, any law made, 
Mikrcy like, to protect tTi<! banker, or throw difiiculties in the way of collection, is a clear violation of the funda- 
mental contract that binds society as the U. S. The English law better provides for the fulfilment of the promise 
to pay than the law lier«*, but is susceptible of great improvement. 

* Dishonest Lawgivers.— For a Collector of Customs to take a solemn oath to do his duty 
faithfully, his chief duty being to receive the revenue levied from the people by law, and pay 
it over for the national uses, for him to take this oath, and then rob the treasury of ^20,00(), 
as Jesse Hoyt did, is foul perjury added to a worse crime than theft. The thief hungers, or is 
in rags, and he steals. We did not trust him. We take precautions against all such. Bui 
Hoyt was trusted — made not less than S'iO.OOO to 50,000 a year by his office — ^had his relations 
in places of emolument — and had therefore no temptation to betray his coimtry as he did. Van 
Buren, Wright, and their friends either framed the sub-treasury act so that it would punish 
i-ogues like Hoyt, or they pretended to do so. I know, by a year of close imprisonment, that if 
a stranger, true as steel to libert}' and democracy, land on these shores to-day, ignorant of your 
laws, some old act, that had never been enforced against a native, will be found, to punish him 
severely if he got?s a hair's breadth beyond the line of strict neutrality. When the whig dis- 
trict attorney and the secretary of the treasury ordered Hoyt to be criminally prosecuted for his 
embezzlement, his old friend Judge Belts' found that the law did not apply to cases like 
Jesse's ! ! ! So, too. Senator Brcese, of Illinois, in Congress, Jan. 1844, moved for an inquiry 
into the law passed by the whig Congress, Augur^t 13, 1841, continuing the punishing clauses of 
1840. He had witnessed a trial in Illinois, in J une, 1843, whei-e a Receiver of the national Reve- 
nues was charged with embezzling the people's cash. The fellow was guilty — ^not a doubt of it 
— ^but the quibble that cleared him was, he had been removed from office. In McNulty's case, 
his misconduct was evident. Would a House of Congress, the majority of the members of 
which were composed of his political friends havo turned him off so discreditably, had not his 
offence been more " clear and unquestionable" than Polk's 54° 40' 1 Yet he got clear through 
the dishonesty of the system. How did Price, Swartwout, and hundreds like them get clear 1 
Bennett .<^hall tell you. His eight years of intimacy with Van Buren qualifies him as a witness. 
In the N. Y. Herald, Dec. 10, 1838 (long before Jesse's explosion), Bennet says : " When 
will Jesse Hoyt run away 1 Defalcations are no crime. Mr. Van Buren, in his Message, 
proposes to make defalcations of the public money felony, and punishable in the State Prison. 
Nonsense ! Neither party will agree to such an abeurdity I Never." I am sorry to see such 
things said j still more so when I find that they cannot be disproved. 
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who desired to get the millions of the treasury into the very hands of his par- 
tisans and parasites." This is from Van Buren^s echo, the Washington Globe. 
Mr. Thomas Ritchie, too, chimed in with the chorus of official indignation 
against the sub-treasury. Listen to Thomas as he talks to ' Old Virginie ' 
through the columns of the Richmond Enquirer : 

" We have objected to the Sub-Treasury scheme, (so called,) that, in the first place, it will 
enlarge the Executive power, already too great lor a Republic ; 2ily, that it contributes to 
endanger the security ot the public funds ; and thirdly, that it is calculated to produce two cur- 
rencies — a baser one for the people, and a better one for the government. The more we reflect 
upon the matter, the more we read the speeches of the orators on both sides, the more firmly we 
are satisfied of the strength of these objections." •' It is certainly subject to very stax)ng objec- 
tions, not the least of which is the very great increase of patronage to which it mjist give rise, 
and a patronage of the most dangerous influence, as being so immediately connected with the 
public money." " But I can see no advantage, and on the contrary, a fruitful source of mischief, 
m making government officers the keepers of the cash. Place about them what guards you 
may, in the shape of commissioners, mspectors, or whatever else, pecuUUion vriU be endms, 
Tkere is %o secwri^j in it, and it will involve heavy and unnecessary expense. The chief and 
overruling objection, however, is the endless source of patronage to which it would give rise. 
Make the machinery as simple as you may, and open to view, wherever money is, temptation 
will creep in, ajid camoption in every form follows at the keels." 

In 1834, James K. Polk was the organ of the U. S. Treasury in the House 
of Representatives. Listen for a moment to Mr. Chancellor Polk :* 

" A corporation may be safer than any individual agent, however re^onsible he may be, 
because it consists of an association of individuals who have thrown together their aggregated 
wealth, and who are bound in their corporate character to the extent of their whole capital 
stock for deposits. In addition to this the Secretary of the Treasury may require as heavy col- 
lateral security in addition to their capital stock paid in, from such a corporation, as he could 
firom an individual collector or receiver, which makes the government deposit safer in the 
hands of a bank, than it could be with an individual. It may be well questibned whether the 
heaviest security the most wealthy individual could give, could make tne public deposits safe, 
at the point of large collection. In the city of New York, half the revenue is collected. Seve- 
ral millions of public money may be in the hands of a receiver at one time, and, if he be cor- 
rupt, or shall engage in speculation or trade, and meet with a reverse of fortune, the lees 
sustained by the government would be inevitable." 

♦ Knowledge is Power. — To show what chances there are, through our gambling system 
of politics, to defraud the millions, I state the following case from the Courier and Enquu'er of 
Dec. 10, 1832, where it appears, headed " Stockjobbing— Stupendous Fraud." It is possible 
enough that John Van Buren may have made money by his father's and Jackson's Messages, 
as well as by Marcy's, but whether Webb and Noah had good grounds for what they affirm 
as to Mumiord and Cambreleng I know not. They say, that on Nov. 29, the price of a share 
of tJ. S. Bank stock at the boam of brokers was 115i — ^and that Jackson's message lowered it 
in two days to 1044— that 14,500 shares were sold on time^ between Wed. Nov. SO, and next Wed. 
morning; equal to Si ,635,000, leaving a nett profit to the Wall street stockjobbers, of ^,000 
nearly. The C. & E. asserts that Cambrelene and Mumford knew whgtiiivould \k said in the 
message— that Mumford had boasted that Jackson gave him a copy of his message on Satur- 
day night at 11 ; and if so, two days were left clear to the gamblers in the secret, for the mes- 
sage appeared on the Wednesday. What a melancholy thin^ it is, that men who are elevated 
on ttie snoulders of the people to hijyh honor, should so often lorget the noble path before them, 
and turn round to wallow in the mire of sordid, grovelling selfishness! The U. S. Bank was 
haled by the local institutions, because while they charged the heavy discount of S7 off SlOO, 
the national institution exacted but $6. 

Walker, the new Secretary of the Treasury, has great influence with Polk, and Marcy 
nianages the one through the other. Buchanan is on less familiar and intimate terms with the 
president He holds office, more on account of his ability and standing, and of the state ot 
Pennsvlvania, than any personal feeling of friendship. When Van Burcn got to be president 
in 1837, 1 think he could have passed the sub-treasuiy had he been in earnest — ^but his friends 
had the whole reveaue in their hands as it was, they made much money by using it in favorite 
banks, and I daresay that good bonuses were secretly given in some form by dealers in it. In 
1840, .when the term was nearly out, and a re-eleciioii doubtful, Van Buren pressed the new 
scheme, early enough to show that he meant to hoax the country in that too. Polk and 
Walker talk sub-treasury fashion also, but are in no haste to enlbrce the principle. Walker 
tiies it with Corcoran &> Kiggs, Washingtoa«-has taken evexy dollar of public money £bom 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Profligate PubKc Expenditure of Van Buren,ns President — Orestes A, Brownsen 
— Francis Freston Blair j and the Globe — Van Buren^s standard for PoHiical 
Writers --National Debt—The 200,000 Militia Plan— Log RolHng—Edmn 
Croswell and John Van Buren — Veto Power Suspended — Waste of the itete- 
nue — Past Office Law — Silas Wright and Slavery — Electioneering in Ky.-^ 
Helping the jPress — Covetousness. 

I HAVE already alluded to many parts of Van Buren's public conduct during 
his presidential term, and there is much that ought to be noticed for which 
I have no room in this volume. In his early life, and in matters which related 
to cash, he was covetous and mean — but in his management of the public finan- 
ces therft "v^as none more profligate. His conduct in *the Canada troubles, to- 

the banks in that city, and given j|500,000 to them, to speculate on, without interest ! Corcoran 
was once greatly embarra£ed in money matters; his partner, Riggs, is wealthy. The ques- 
tion is asked here, whether they got this $500,000 to dabble in the stocks in Wall street with 
it *? They might have information beforehand of changes by which vast sums might be saved 
or gained. A cabinet minister, or more than one, might divide the spoil with them. In Vol- 
taire's time, one of the king's secretaries told him when to buy and sell stocks. Somebody may 
tell Corcoran and Riggs also. What a pity it is that crises must be created that knaves may 
grow rich ! One of the Baltimore resolutions was against surplus revenues. Why have we 
ten B[^illions of a surplus lent to 400 bank directors, who are chiefly cunning stockjobbers, and 
pay no interest to us, while the nation is paying interest on debts that might be bought up and 
paid with the mon^l I begin to think that the Baltimore Convention of 1844, Walker, But- 
ler and all, was a vile trick on society for the gain of a few. At present, 50 banks, with a host 
of gambling managers, hold eight or ten millions of the public money, not to lend it to upright 
merchants and manufacturers, but to sport with, like 'my dear Jesse* and his man John, in 
betting, stockjobbing and electioneering. If Walker hold on to the Treasury for a year or 
two, to'U clear old scores and may give way to some other victim of speculation. 

In 1838 and 1840, Senator McDuffie said that "the Sub-Treasury was the only remaining 
alternative, unless we returned to the notorious pet-bank system, which gave to the Federal 
Executive a more dangerous and corrupting influence than any other scheme ever suggested; 
and which had been condemned by experience, and |^ denounced by both parties in succesh 
sion." I quote McDuffie from the South Carolinian^ and bid the reader remember that Polk, 
Marcy and Walker, talk sub-treasury now, but have stuck to the dishonest treasury pets of 1834, 
all of them knowing as well tliat their country will be plundered wholesale through tneir means, 
as Woodbury did in a like case in 1838, or Dallas in 1815. 

* Orcstks a. Brown!40n.— Since writing tho following letter, Mr. Brownson, as well as myself, has seen 
groiind for good hope that the cause of national freedom niipht be promoted by peace. England has got 
tht territory she coveted, with the consent of Wright, Tallmsidge and Calhoun, the latter of whom, with Mc 
Dufiie, though ready to cut the connection with the U. 8., to get rid of taxation at the Charlestmi Custom 
House, and although nclcnowledged in the London Timcn to be England's firmest friend in this republic, urged 
Himexatirai beeaose if English influence were to prevail in Texas it wonid interfere with our tariff! ! ! £ng 
laad sees a pnmd and angry spirit in the western states which the political rascals In Washington wish to use 
for elecUoneeriog parposes next election. I am sorry that her long misgovemnient of Canada, the wanton cru- 
elties, her agents practised on so many worthy and true-hearted men, the manly nons of freedom who were sent 
tii the gallows by her commands, have roused feelings in the west which I could now desire to see allayed, for 
the past is beyond recall. 

OfT8te$ A. Brownson. of Maasachwtettt, to W. L. Mnckenzie<, when in Rochester Prison. 

BosTOM, April 22, 1840. Dear Sir : Though personally a stranger to you, I have yet for some time been 
wishing to express to you my sympathy with your attachment to the cause of Freedom for the Canailas, atui 
my sincere regret that your attachment to that cause should have met in this land of professed Freedom, no 
belter reward than a Jail. I have a fellow feeling with, I was about to say, all Rebels ; at least with all who 
sirtiggle against power and seek to secure for the people a portion of their long lost liberty. All governments 
which have hitherto existed have been founded In oppression and maintained by fraud and force.— They have 
been based on injustice, and opposition to them is the canse of God and Man. Our own government, in theory 
is based on the riglits of man, founded on justice ; but it has hitherto been administered in all its departments, 
qnlie too much In accordance with the maxfms of the governments founded on the opposite theory. lu forming 
our jfovemment we acted from ourselves, and were original, but in managing It we tmrrow from the practice of 
the Old World. We read its literature, study its politics, its Jurisprudence, its philosophy, and \we sight of 
our own principles. Hence it fs, that there Is a striking discrepancy between our theory and our practice, be- 
tween tlie enconrngem^'nts we hold out to the friends of litwrty abroad and the actual reception we give them. 
Ihit to iDt »ir. We h»v« never Achieved oar inde|ieadenc« on £ogl»nd. W» are scarcely lest dependent on 
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wards the Florida Indians, and the people of Mexico and Texas, is elsewhere 
briefly noticed. It would be innpossible for any candid writer to praise it. No 
man could be more obsequious than Van Buren was to the south* while in 
power, yet they deserted him in 1840 ; and in 7844 when his name came up for 
a third trial, they condescended to give him (j(^* twelve votes. In truth, they 
distrusted him ; all parties have done so in turn. No man professed to a<yree 
more cordially than he did with Jackson, in 1828, in favor of one term only ; but 
in that also the result proved that he was insincere. 

Jackson left otfice with 30 or 40 millions in the banks of Van Buren's selection 
— he left the country out of debt. Although the banks suspended cash pay- 
ments, yet most of them paid in uncurrent paper. The revenue was enormous, 
but Van Buren expended it all* and left a public debt, March 4, 1841, ot 

the British Empire now than we were before the revolution of '76. We dare not asrame in ytf^iird to the Bil- 
tiiih Government the tone of equaU. We coald menace France and obtain Jasticc, bat we dare not cl^im ex* 
cepi in an apolopeiic tone, even our rights of England. The treaty of ^83 has never been carried into effect, and 
never will be. Great Britain h:\s cJHimed a |)nrtif»n of onr territory which she wants for the purpose of con* 
nectine her North American Colonlcs,.and which if obtained would give her, in case of war with this country, 
an equivalent for thirty thousand men. And, sir, this territory she wit! obtain unless 1 am preatly deceivei. 
The matter will be settled by a compromise, and we shall surrender to her the important advantage she deaiiw» 
The reason of this is to be found in our close commercial relations with Great Britain. I'he coniinercial inter- 
est of this country is rontn>iled by England, and wc can have no controversy with her without armlns the 
whole business part of our community ucHinst onr own government. This our government feels, and hence its 
tame submission to British arrogance. Here, sir, is the secret of yonr imprisonment It is not, sir, that we ile 
not love Freedom, that wo do not know how to appreciate its defenders, but that we are afraid of oOending 
England We barter nntional honor and make ourselves a bye-word in the Earth to please the trading portion 
of our community. I am sorrj' that it is so, but I almost despair of its being otherwise. Otherwise it will not 
lie without a war with England, and which, as much as I deprecate war, is the only thing which to me seeine 
capable of saving the republic, and the siK)ner it comes the better. For your efforts to secure the independence 
of the Canadas, as one of the friends of Freedom, I thank yon. 1 do not ttiink the time for their indepee- 
dence has come, but it will come. The colonial system must be abandoned, fur public opinion throughout 
the world is fast verging to the point that one nation shall exercise dominion over another no longer than 
the other lazily consents. With my i)rayers for the speedy arrival of the time when your countrymen khall be 
free, and my noi)e that you will find ere this reaches you your own freedom, I am, sir, with great respects 
yours, O. A. Browmsok. 

• Francis Preston Blair, Editor op the Globe. — Martin Van Buren, president of the 
United States in 1840, has been spoken of with perfect freedom throughout tMs volume. Being 
somewhat at a loss for a suitable democratic standard of propriety, when speaking of gfeat 
men, or men who had held high situations, a friend advised me to lake the "Van Buren stand* 
ard, the Globe, by Blair. In a letter dated Linden wald, April 24, 18^, Van Buren writes J. 
C. Rives, " I thank you very kindly for your noble and manly letter upon the subject of the 
transl'er of the Globe establishment, and repeat with pleasure what I have already said to Mr. 
Blair,, that f^l approve of your course throughout. "«Q 

General Harrison became president in 1841. In I&IO his character was before the people 
The Globe said of him, March 5, 1840: "Let them [the South] beware how they pkii 
confidence in the versatility or subserviency of a weak, vain old man, in the dotage of 
expiring ambition. The combination of weakness and vanity with threescore and ten, is toot . 

so easily governed Let Mr. Tyl*^^ niount his old weather-beaten pony [BLarrison], in the 

expectation of guiding him at Avill A weak old gentleman, whose vanity, always his 

lading characteristic, i-5 every day pampered with flatteries, and whose obstinacy is only in- 
creased by the imbecilitv of age." Again (March G), " Goody Harrison, a gossiping old 
. lady, and an available, who lives on a sinecure clerkship in a city, but is pretended to be a 
farmer living in a log cabin, and drinking hard cider." Once more, (March 17,) "The 
Whigs are making great exertions for the old gran.vy, but all to no eficct." This is Van 
Buren's approved standard of delicacy, when speaking in the name of a president in office, 
about a general in the armies of the republic, then a candidate for the succession, through a 
press paid and pampered by the people^s ageuts. Apply Van Buren's standard to my book, 
and blame me if you can! 

This same Globe, approved bv Van Buren "throughout," speaks of " Mr. Calhoim, who 
never told the truth when a falsehood would serve his turn." Again, it describes Calhoua 
thus : " There was one, however. Reprobate Spirit that could not bear to look on the bright and 
auspicious day [of Van Buren's installation. Mar. 3, 1837,] and it was a pleasure to all that 
the face of i^vatiline was not seen on that occasion !*' Calhoun's relative, Pickens, thus 
sketched Blair: "A galvanized corpse That hideous visage whereon envy and malig- 
nity are blended in cadaverous union.*' It would seem that Calhouto and Pickens had also 
approved of the Globe and its language, for without their aid Blair and Rives had not been 
elected public printers In 1840. 

Blair says or himself, that before he was 21, he set up in life with a lucrative oflScc, « d«dc. 
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$7,447,799, which Tyler increased other ten and a half millions. Since Polk 
came into power, he has had on hand a continual surplus of eight millions, hut 
instead of devoting it t6 the payment of the public debt, on which the country 
is paying interest, he lends it to a host of electioneering bank directors who 
use it chiefly in stock speculations. The profligate expenditures in Florida,* in 

in a court, a good wife, a fortune with her. That the speculations of the times swallowed op 
his means, made him a bankrupt, and that hu surrciidcrod his pro{)erty to his ci'ediloi*s, ca\^ 
up all, and emigrated to Wawiington. Van Burcu gave him letters tu Lawa-nce, Hojt, 
Noah, &c. here, who got up a subscription, and bought a press and tj-pes lor him as a giU. 
With these he started the Globe on behalf of Van Burcn, to try to cut out Green, who was fiir 
Calhoun. Jackson and Van Buren put a million of dollars, or more, in hi.s wa}', and he i8 now 
very wealthy. In Kentucky, Blair was a strong dayman ; but when he thought, like Ken- 
dall, that Jackson would succeed, he, in 1825, wheeled round to ilie winning side. He had 
been a speculator, stockjobber. &c., and his hist othcc in Kentucky was that of a state bank 
president, [the Commonwealth Bank,] at Frankfort A son of his is or M'as not long since 
United States District Attorney for Missouri. Theoi>hilus Fisk, in the Old Dominion of 
Nov. 11, 18^, opposed Blair's claims to the public j)rinting, thiw : " He came from Kcntuclqr 
reeking with bank corruption, his hands unwashed from the infamous transaction that cheated 
General Jackson out of his election in 1824. He came to Wa.shington poor and despised, bat 
the unbounded popularit}' of Jackson, the defection of Duff Green, and the nrcesttity t>f an 
organ at the seat of Government, brought this unlickcd cub into notice, and gave him import- 
ance and power, raising up a brutal parvenu, whose touch was contamination." If printing 
and banking could be i^ed permanontly, it would be a bles^ng to America, for more than 
half the legislation of the United States is devoted exclusively to these two subject^. Bribed 
presses and bribed agents were the means whereby Van Biuren compelled the people to har^ 
ness themselves to his car, and support men and measures, they would liave nobly spumed 
had the truth been told. But what really independent press could live iu Wastiingtoni 
Whence would it find support 1 The villainy of Blair, Ritchie, Cros\TCll, and these mrris- 
burgh rascals, would never have become known to mc, liad they not fallen out. UiU's expCai 
of jSlak was complete. The petty thief whom the Recorder sends to BlackweU's Island to 
break stones or pick oakum is an angel compared to the hired tool of a party at Washington. 
No lawyer in the Centre Street Sessions ever lietl more for his fee than Blair has done for 
his fortune. His old master, Van Buren, approves it all. Air/ t/ouU of iL Be it bank, or 
anti-bank, sub-treasury or treasury notes, war or Tx;acc, Texas or Oregon, tariff or anti-tariff, 
land sales for cash, or land sales tor credit, good Calhoim or bad Calhoun, good Sivartwout or 
bad Swartwout, anything or nothing— your hireling is cvt-r ready. All he cares lor is his 
tithe of the current plunder. Hill showed that Blair and Rives got enormous prices ; and 
Blair and Rives, in the Globe, expended columns to prove that their predecessors had cheatod 
still more steadily. Hill names one job that will cost $533,000, or $33,160 per volume, and 
affirms that Blair had got over ;8c2O0,O0O since Van Burcn left Washington, for printing, at 
prices higher tlian was charged in anv other city in the Union ; as alse S^OO for e\'cry work- 
ing day of the four years tliat Van liuren was president, or over S500,000. I am but an 
adopted citizen, and therefore liable to be slighted here, for the act of God in fixing my birth 
place in Scotland. Besides, I am poor, with a large family .struggling for a humble limihood, 
and in the evening of life — but were I young, a native, and possessed of the means of making 
myself heard, I would raise such a dust about the cars of these mock democrats as might end 
in improving the whole system. Blair may have cleared $1 50,000 of profits in one single 
year of Van Burcn's term— I mean 1838, in which year his receipts from the public exceeds 
$300,000. 

*Thb 200,000 Militia Schbms.^Iii December, 183B, Ynn Baren, in his iiiessRgo to Confress, recommfuded 
Joel K. roinsctt'ii plan for a new mUitia orfnnisatlon, in these words : ** Tbo inrevent coBdltioo of tlie defeaeet 
" uf uur principal Ku-poru and navy yards, as repr«»iiented by Uie acconipaoyine n^cH v€ the iieerotary of %w. 
** call* for the early and serious attention ot'Congre^is \ and us connecting iti>oU' iatiwHtely with this sahjecC, I 
"cannot reeoniniend tcNi strongly to vour consideration THE PLAN snbniitted by that officer fbr the re-organl- 
' sauoo of the lullUia of the United Suites.'* The plHU was to divide the United States into eifflK inilllary db- 
tricts ; ill si mte cases three or (uur states to fonu a district, and in fHhers, such as New York, only one state ; 
to orgiinize the Uiilitia so as U) have a body of 12.500 ujen in each district in active service, and as luany nMWe 
in reserve ; altogether 200,000 men ^'ere u* lie aruied, cquipited, drilled, and ready for war ; the iinmident nii|!ht 
call for and assemble such numbers as he pleased, twice a year, tit such places as he chose within each dis. 
trtct ; add when on service these sien weco to be " subject to the same rules and articles of war aa iniops oT 
the U. S." This plan was very uupopalar. N. Y. state was required ti» furnish lrt,000 active men, and these 
nen might have been ordered to assemble anywhere— the 3,000 actives lor the 8th district down at Liica, for 
instance, just before an important election. Wliy not turn them as the 8800,000 coqui of the N. Y. Ctutomc 
are tumtxl, into political machines 1 This plan the Qlobe praised and fully endorsed, per order— the oppoeitioa 
circa lated it far and wide— Van Buren foond that it was hated— Kitefaie wrote that It was Injorinf the eaoM 
in Virginia ; he next wrote Poinsett, that it was called a " tyrannical and oppressive *' standing ariay of flOO^- 
000^ and bsde him exjdaiii. This was in M In July, Van Buren bimseU' took the field, and in a very kwg 
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tke civil, naval, military, and diplomatic departments of the govermcnt, in Con- 
gress, in printing, in the custom-houses, and in the Post Othce, were never 
equalled on this continent, under like circumstances. The Globe^ in 1839, 
ceased to defend the authorities in this particular, but on the 1st of May, took 
new ground, saying, " We challenge the whole corps of federal [opposition] 
'^ members to point out on the record of either house of Coi.gress, a prodigal, 
" CORRUPT, LOG-ROLLING appropriation, which has not derived its principal sup- 
'* port from that party in the House which is now raising the clamor about it in 
^' the country/'* Mr. Blair then gives iiis account of what he justly calls ^^ that 

letter to J. B. Onry, of EliEabeth city, pleaded that his *' Icnowledge of militflry affaira was very limited," that 
it was '* but /otfl/y Ih-.it hisalteiitlun h.uMicen drawn to ihiii siilijoct,** tiiat Puia^tt'ii plan was not uunstiUi- 
tional, and worse and icorjrc tliat he lisid not (ipproved of it in h\» Dccenibcr niessHge ! H<re are his words : 
"We have been coni}>ellcd to sre, not I should think, withont Klintiie and mortiticiition on tiie part of every 
ingennoiu mind, whatever ni:ty t)e his iMilItioil preferences, the names of respectaltie cltixeus su()SL-ribe4l In 
siiucuients, that I had in my aunuai niossnge ezpreH»<ed my appnibation of aplsn, which, not only had never 
lieen submitted to mu, but was not even matured until more than three uioiitus alter tiie me-s<ige was sent to 
Congress/* L<>ok at mv quobttion from hi!< niesKtigo, where he says, '* fcavimt recommend too strongly to your 
conividerution THE PLAN ^ulnnltted " \ty Ptiinftett. I'hat wiw in uercniber, 1839. Now— July, 184U— he aaya 
THB PLAN was not then nvitured, and hud not lieen submitted to him at all * ! ! 

Florida, as a territory, whs umier Van Buren's eK|^eiul cure. He (lot this same Poinsett to send t^ Cuba, for 
bloodhounds, as an auxiliary militia to hunt down the Indians and pour iorluru uegrot^s whom oppres^sion hud 
driven among them. 

Joel Jl. Poinsett, War Secrptiry, to Brip. General Z. Taylor, commanding Army of the Bnnth, Florida. 
"Was Departmknt, January- :26. 184U. rtir: It is undersUHwl liy the J>e|virtmcnt, atthonsh not offici.iUy In- 
foriiiedol'the (act, that theuuihoritiesof ihuTerrittiry of Florida have iiii[)orted a ptick of bUMNihoands from 
the island of Cuba, nnd I think it prn|)er to durect, in the event of those d«i£:s beint; employed by any officer or 
ofiicen nnderyonr commii lid, that their 1I8K be confined altogether to trarking the Indians; Hnd in order to 
insure this, snd prevent the poKoibiliiy of ihclr ii>juring any persou whatsoever, that they be muzzled when In 
the Held, and held with a ie:iNh while ftitlowiny tlie truck of the enemy. J. R. PUINi^UTT '* 

Mr. Adams, in Conuress, sniimtited tho folliiwing resolution : Resolved, That the Secretary of War be durect- 
ed to report to this HoU!>e tlie natural, |K>litical, and martial history of tlie l>l(H>dhound; showing the iNxuliar 
fitness of that ela.s8 of warriors to tie the ajisocintcs of the gallant army of the United States, s|>ecifying the ulee 
diaeriuiloation <tf bis "cent between the blooti »f the freeman and the bl<N)d of the slave— lietween the blood of 
the aniied warrior and Uiat of women and children — between the Mood of the black, white, and colored men — 
between the blood of savage Seminoles and that uf the AugU>-S;txon pious Christian. AUn, a stitement of the 
number of bluoflhounds and their conductors, iniporteil by this Government, or by the authorities of FIorlfh^ 
from the Island of Cuba and the cost of that importation. Also whether a further importntion of the saino 
hendc race faiui the State of Maine, lo await the contingency of a contested Northeastern bonndar)- question, 
is contemplaied, or tmly to set an example to la; followed by our possible adversary in ihu event ot a conflict. 
Whether measures have been taken to secure exclusively to ourselves the employment of this auxiliary force, 
and whether he deems it exiKdient to extend to the said bloodhounds and tlieir iwstcriiy the benefit of the 
pension laws. 

• Edwin Crosa/^-ell akd Johk Van Buren. — Although these two pupils of the elder Van 
Bnren and Butler his partner, are at present at variance, they have many points' of resem- 
blance, and I have therefore given a brief notice of them together. Edwin Croswcll is nearly 
fifty years of a^e — the son of a newspaper editor in Catskill, where also he, himself, conducted 
a weekly paper. One of his brothers keeiM a vcr}' pleasant hotel there, and the family are 
wealthy. Edwin took charge of the Albany Argus m 1823, was then elected state printer, 
and has kept his position, wnilc advocating rotation in office to otiiers, for twenty-two years, 
except about as many months, during which Thurlow Weed, who besieged ancl toolc his for- 
tress by storm, held possession. Edwin Croswell married a daughter of John Adams, a law- 
yer in Catskill, who has been in Congress and held various officeis. His nephew ami busi- 
ness TOrtner, Sherman Croswell, married her j^ister. From 1818 to 1838, Croswell followed 
Van Buren's lead implicitly in all things. In the matter of the sulHreasury, lie submitted, as 
did Marcy — but the ill-luck of 1840 and 1844, the spliuing up of paities, tlirougli the slavery 
question, and the exposurcn made in my Lives of Hoyt and Butler, have helped to terminate 
an intinutcy that was founded solely on gain. There seemed to be a chance of healinjr differ- 
ences, by giving Wright*s editor, Cassidy, hajf the profits, and Shennan Croswell the other, 
but it tell through last February. I described Croswell in 18-13 as his political friends do 
now. O'Sullivan, in the News of Feb. 34, says, "that in 1837, our party ilid not throw otf all 
of this consen'atism. Edwin Croswell was as much its master-spirit then as now; as timiil 
as any, as unsound as any. But the best office in tlie Union was floating ainid tiie angiy 
waters; he clung to it with a death-grip, and went with it to the bottom. But now, t^mrifa/ to 
replHiim^ because he can get no more, he summons his motley hosts of Consen'atisiirio the 
rally." CrosweU's emtiluments, when he got office, as Leake's partner, in 18*23, were small. 
$10,000 a year sufficed for printing in those days — but the expenditure gradually rose to 
$70,000 per annum, all items mcluded. His receipts, from first to last, have been estimated by 
Flftgg and others at a million of dollars. He had all the printing of the senate, the assembly, tie 
executive, and the state departments, including laws, journals, h'gal nolic("s, advertisements, and, 
of course, the private sale and advertising of nLs paper, and his business as a printer. He had 
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enormous and iniquitous waste of the public money ;'' but the public willrempm- 
be , that Van Buren had majoriliesin both house «, he had the means of investi- 
gating every dishonent charee, and he had sworn before God to veto every bill 
which he could not, on full inquiry, deliberately approve. When, in an expen- 
di lire of about 150 millions, Congress offered for Van Buren^s approval, m«.7iey 

the lion's share of the plunder levied by the rcfjency, in the form of charters for brnks, slocl:, 
&c. He dealt in public lands, he borrowed out the deposits, he sold his dwelling-house, wifh 
only three walls, to Marcy, Fla^^, Dix and BearJsley, for the ase of the governor, at Si 0,000 
—the governor would not set his foot into it, and it had to be resold at a great lasf5 — he was 
allowed enormous prices for his printing? work, and many documents havo passed tlironijh 
my hands where he made 100 pagos out of what would not'havc been 50 in the sametyixj, if 
fairly and economically printeil — from those who had to give legal notices, a tax was levied of 
much more than they could have been as fully published for ia other newspapers than tlic 
Argus — and the legislative report says, " This monopolvwas so perfect, that if anv of the 
executive officers had a job of printing which a mecbaAic would offer to execute at half the 
price allowed in the contract, the wheels of retrenchment were firmly blocked by the })reni«,'a- 
tive of the State printer, secured to him by a law which could not be modified withoiii. tlic 
concurrence of the three branches of the law-making power." Grovernors, judges, senators, 
presidents, mayors, democrats and doorkeepers ch^ged places — Croswell seemed the only 
permanent personal institution in the state. I have always considered Weed's inroad as tji'e 
equivalent at least of the battle of New Orleans — m state printing. That enigma of a man, 
Col. Voong, was loud and earnest in Crosweirs support, in 1839, in defiance of public opinion, 
hia own principle of rotation, and his perfect knowledge of Craswell's cunning, tricky, for- 
did character. Croswell has paid Young off since, in abuse and exposure ; published his 
beeging letters for bank stock ; and is now endeavouring to keep him out of tlie con\Tntion. 
Woea the two stock-jobbing rascals, Senators Bishop and Kemble, were exposed as public 
cheats, Croswell stuck to them like a brother to the very last. Bishop, has, I think, reap- 
peared on the stage. I am told he was in the Van Buren state convention at Syracuse m 
1844, and went first for Bouck, "Wright being jr^ his second choice. 

Among the official returns and estimates of Croswell's emoluments, are legislative printing 
$298,000 — printing for canals and offices $88,000 — publishing notices ^120,000— printing re- 
vised statutes S16,000— legal advertising 850,000— publishing contracts, &c. from post-office 
$10,000. (Benjamin F. Butler, besides his private practice, extracted from the merchants of 
this city and the executive, fees equal to about $70,000 in a little over two years !) 

Croswell is not very popular, and finding he could not keep his office longer, he joined the 
^f^higs and a part of the democrats, last March, in recommending that evcrytliing printed offi- 
cially may be henceforth done by contracts. If those who give out the contracts are honest 
and capa-tUj there will be a saving by this ; if not, not. Croswell is a kunkcr in stale politics ; 
goes for Texas, slavery, Polk, Marcy, and Canada, Oregon, plunder, war ; an}'thing to make 
money. A hard money loco-foco is his detestation. He expressed a deep regret thnt such 
ffiscredUable candidates as Slamm, of the Globe, and R. Townscnd, had been nominated by 
Tammany Hall for the Assembly, in Oct. 1837, and turned up his nasal organ at " the fac- 
tion," an he called some very worthy, honest friends of equal rights in this city. 

" Newspapers (says Hammond) arc to political parties what working tools are to mechan- 
ics"— and Col. Duane, in 18 10, asked, " Why should we censure the National Intelligencer 
for adapting itself to the style and temper of its congressional patrons 1 Its existence dependv 
upon its obedience to the temporising and tricking schemes of the influential members of 
(jon^ess. A paper published at Washington is as much dependent on the influence of the 
leadmg members as the newspapers of London on the court ; and there are as strong inclina- 
tions to control and render the press subservient to views not purely public at the capitol, as 
at St. Stephen's." 

Some years ago, a democratic corporation of New York gave a $14,000 advertisement, be- 
tween the Evening Post and New Era. The same information could have been better s{ircad 
for $1,000, but it was a fee. So, too, the public administrator's three weeks* notice lately in 
the Globe daily, at a large expense, and many more such. 

The Custom-house here has its favorite presses. Unclaimed goods arc advertised once 
in nine months, and sold. The notice of sale, if published thrice in the papers of largest cir- 
culation, might be useful. Hovt made it politically useful. In the fall ot 1840, Mnmford's 
Standard, Bell's New Era, the fcvening Post, and the Journal of Commerce, each advertised 
these unclaimed packages for ONE MONTH, and received for so doing over $1800. When 
Hoyt was tried for embezzlement, the Post and Journal disposetl of his case, interesting as it 
w.ts to merchants, in a very few lines. Is it not clear and evident that a convention, and all 
the manly intelligence and sterling honesty of the common ^\-ea 1th are wanted, to secure, if it 
be possible, permanent peace without overwhelming comintion, as its accompanyxnent 1 
John Van Buren is, like Croswell, fond of money, but he has the art of a seeming frank- 
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t(^8 of forty-four millions which the executive had not requiredy his duty, his 
oath required him to examiDe carefully, and if he did not see cause to approve, 
to veto the profligate bills. Van Buren's estimates in four years were b9 mil- 
lions — Congress voted him 143 millions. On each bill he wrote " approved. "• 

ness and liberality which are not real. I have made my readers well enough acquainted with 
him, by other descriptions in this volume. Respectable journals have nominated liim to the 
presidency, and after what has been who can tell what may be*? He visited London 
some years ago on professional business, and while there swore to the identity of J. W. Webb, 
by his writing, so that through the sharp practice of Coming and others, he was arrested for 
an American debt while in Bristol. His language in private life may be judged of by his let- 
ters, which, though full of blasphemy against God, Vice Chancellor McCoun protected as lite- 
rary property, so far as to enjoin mv last pamphlet, and, as far as he could, conceal from the 
honest people of thp State his true character. He was appointed Attorney General by that sys- 
tem of nomination which, as the Post admits, is corrupt to the core? and managed by '• a lew 
corrupt politicians, who, like a greedy pack of hounds, set upon any man who dares to expose 
their profligacy." John Van Buren is a rowdy, the associate of rowdies — matched in mouth 
Willi 

" Mast|fl!l blood-hound, mongrel grim, 
Cur ana spaniel, hack and 1)^11, 
Bobtail-tyke and trundle-tail ;" 

and the rest of that motley turnspit pack, that open in concert most hideous, whenever otir 
state Nimrod provokes the scent of a true reformer, all of them ready to bear him down, if 
possible. 

John Van Buren was nominated for attorney general, by 93 members of the party, assem- 
bled in a private room. The vote was 47 to 4G, so he had but one of a majority there, which, 
if added to 44, not at that caucus, who supported Noxon, in the official vote, shows 91 members 
opposed to him, 46 for him. Yet by this infamous, cheating system this man got 92 votes 
and a salary, as first lawyer of New York, and soon alter delivered a funeral eulogy on Jack- 
son at the capitol. He entered into partnership with James McKown, formerly and now 
again Recorder of Albany — went do\i'n to Hudson to assist the district attorney there to try 
poor Boughton and others — failed to convict him — made out his bill for $500, and Silas 
Wright o^ered payment — went doA^Ti next term ; assisted to try Boughlon over again ; had a 
row and boxing match with Ambrose Jordan, Boughton's lawyer, van Buren being the ag- 
gressor ; insulted the court ; both were sent 24 hours :o jail with the prisoners ; the Jurors and 
witnesses, and case delayed; Boughton was convicted j Van Buren asked the Judge (Edmonds) 
what would be a fair additional compensation, over and above his salary and the $600 he had 
had before; Edmonds replied, f^ another thousand dollars; this shocked even a Van Buren, 
or perhaps Governor Wright refused to sanction such wholesale Butlerizing, so Van Buren made 
out his bill for another S750, and got it. He was the real " big thunder" after all. Wright 
sent him up to Delhi next, to assist the district attorney there, and ordered Flagg to pay him 
another S500 for that trip, as an extra. Greene poisoned his wife, and Wright sent him there 
also, to help the government lawyer, and gave him $350 extra for that. These e/ovcntrs are 
all in addition to very lucrative fees of office from the people, with a salary, and his private 
practice. The statutes define $5 a day as a reasonable compensation if a man go abroad — 
§8 a day are paid to a Senator at Washington, and $3 to one at Albany. Wright allowed Van 
Buren nearer to $40 or $50 a day. Cluite economical ! A few days ago, in Assemblv, Mr. 
Harris proposed a resolution for adoption, stating that Van Buren, Colvin, district attorney, a 
judfee, and others were at an Albany County Convention on March 3lst, he viewing lOQ 
rumans, who beat a number of respectable persons violently and dangerously, that a commit- 
tee of inquiry should be appointed, for the sake of the impartial administration' of justice. 
Nothing is as yet done. A late production on the attorney general, entitled " The Lash," con- 
tains more trum than poetry : 
O, * laT(«ite grandson of the Empire State !* Thee being good, still lengthens out thy dnys, 

O son of nuMtic, wherefore not be grent '. Feeds thee with pap, and gives thee every good, 

What ! can'st thou punse, and rhiill it then be told Clothes thy long baclc, and to thy fire adds wood : 
Thou are not worthy of thy father's fold ? Nor stop thou here, but emulate tlie nmn 

Forbid It, tall John, prove thyself thy sirens, Who scorns to lie, or touch the flowing cnn. 

The world a bragcart, and her children iiiirs; These are thy fHuIts : nnd must t add.'that play 

Bbow that the wand the great Magiciun sways, Takes up thy time, and leads thee much astray 1 

* gxtravagance, he said, was not objectionable. When Jackson vetoed the bank, he 
was remindeid that Madison had not done so. His reply was, J think the bank unconscitu- 
tionid. Who had equal means with Van Bur^n to inquire into, expose and check national prc). 
fligacy 1 No one. He had the whole army of officials at hand, to aid his inveaiiMtions, but 
BE BHDT HIS EYES AND MADE NONE. lu dcfiauce of his soleum pledge to defend toe constitu- 
tion, he said, " I approve," to the expenditure of many millions, for the most wasteful puiu 
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What says clause 2d of § 7, art. 1 , of the constitution % That every bill " shall, 
before it become a law, be presented to the president: if he approve, he shall 
sign it ; but if not, he shall return it, with his objections.^^ HE HAD NO OB- 
JECTIONS. Every profligate vote had his willing signature ; and, in his mes- 
sage of Dec. 1839, this faithless sentinel replied to the public murmurs against 
him, that " no instance has occurred since the establishment of the government, 
in which the Executive, though a component part of the legislative power, has 
interposed an objection to an appropriation bill on the sole ground of its extrava'^ 
jfancc." Was not this calumniating others to shield his own misconduct } 



CHAPTER XXX. 



A Hint to President Polk how to stop the Speculators^ and settle the Public 
Lands with hardy and happy Farmers. I 

Edmund Burke, in his work on the French Revolution, condemned the 
scheme by which a paper circulation of 250 millions of dollars, founded on^ the 
confiscated lands of the church and nobility, had been substituted for the money 
of the nation ; and wisely foretold, that " drawing out at discretion portions of 
the confiscated lands for sale, and carrying on a process of continual transmu- 
tation of paper into land, and land into paper, would produce an oligarchy of the 
worst kind, and leave power in the hands of the managers of this unstable 
circulation." Burke detested these Butlerizing adventurers, and most truly re- 
marked, as many farmers in America have felt since his day, that " UsuRr is 
NOT A TUTOR OF AGRICULTURE." Heaven save the Republic from such over- 
shadowing Land Companies as that of 1S35, by Wright, Butler and Van Buren ! 

poses, and then turned round and offered as an apology that less profligate presidents had 
not been very particular in their inquiries. This is old British tory extravagance* with a 
vengeance. George IV. could not have played his part mone royally. When Van Buren 
had been but one day governor of New York, he wrote Hoyt, " I cannot consent to contribute 
by any act of mine to the prevalence of that great political vice, a desire to shun responsibi- 
lity." When president, he shuffled off* the obligation of an oath to see economy practised, by 
the plea of, " it is not fashionable to put that part of the constitution in force in a literal sente. 
It was fashionable for the exeoutive to wink at the profligate expenditure of Congress, the 
members of which vote themselves $16 a day in place of fc, in various forms—and though 
40 to 60 members will be absent for months together, every man of them, in the teeth of the 
law, gets pay from the first day of the session to the last, just as if they had been all in Washr 
ington attending to their duty. Not long since, Mr. Bryant mentioned in the Evening Pott, 
that half the captains and commanders of the nav}' were at home on their farms, or in other 
business, and had been so for many years ; which meant that some 70 men were receiv- 
ing, some ^2500 and others $1800 a year each, for nothing, and getting unfit for sea service, 
in order that government might have patronage, and he enabled to provide influential families 
with idle and affluent livings at the public expense. This is far, far worse than even in Eng- 
land—but Van Buren sought not to provide a remedy. " Every public defaulter is not only a 
liar, but is punishable for perjury," says Dr. Mayo of Va. Of the enormous embezzlements 
made known in Van Buren's time, was there even one rascal punished 1 Poindexter tells us 
that Woodbury was checked by the President when he ventured to threaten or interfere with the 
sharp practice of Jesse Ho}^; ! 

Compare this sickening public profligacy with that ingrained avarice and meanness whlc^ 
could slander individuals, call them dogs and impostors, and groan in spirit for tlie risk of los- 
ing a $5 or SIO loan ! [page 184], setting an attorney a-dunning after a few shillings— ^md 
[page 201] bidding Hoyt's brother charge an account with j;^ one cent! John Van Boren, 
too, how keen he looks after the smallest difference in money ! while S. T. Van Buren, an- 
other son, liberally bestows a $5 bill to set the New Era aifloat as a democratic journal! 
Compare these with the violation of an oath, the approbation of wholesale prc^gacy and ex- 
travagance, and acquit Van Buren if you can. 
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* President Polk, in his message of last December, acknowledges the evils of 
the land system. These are his words : 

" It has been found by experience that in consequence of combinations of i)urchaser8 and 
other causes, a very small quantity of the oublic lands, when sold at public auction, cummands 
a higher price than tJie minimum rate established by law. The setiJers on the public lands 
are, however, but rarely able lo secure their homes and improvements at the public sales at 
that rate ; because these combinations, by means of the capital they command, and their 
superior ability to purchase, render it impossible ibr the settler to compete with them in the 
market. By putting down all competition, these combinations of capitalists and speculators 
are usually enabled to purchase the lands, including the improvements of the settlers, at the 
minimum price of the Government, and either turn them out of their homes, or extort from 
them, according to their ability to pay, double or quadruple the amount paid lor them to 
the Uoverument. It is to the cnterpriss and perseverance of the hardy pioneers of the West, 
who penetrate the wilderness with their families, suffer the dangers, the privations and hard- 
ships attending the settlement of a new country, and prepare the way for the body of emi- 
grants who, in the course of a few years, usually follow them, that we are, in a grcut degree, 
indebted ibr the rapid extension ana aggrandizement of our country. Experience has proved 
that no portion of our population are more patriotic than the hardy and brave men of the fron- 
tier, or more ready to obey the call of their country, and to defend her rights and her honor, 
whenever and by whatever enemy assailed. They should be protected trom the grasping spe- 
culator, and secured, at the minimum price of the public lands, in the humble homes which 
they have improved by their labor."* 

♦ President Polk, if he were sincere, would see that a remedy was provided. Congress is 
with him. Greeley tells us, in his Tribane, that " The difficulty is not that the Public i-Ands 
are too dear, but that, cheap as they are, tha'-e who most need Lands canrwt get thcm^ while those 
who have no vioral right to any may and do obtain Pice Thousand to Pifty ThoJim/id acres each. 
There are tens of thousands of worthy, willing citizens now in the New States, whose worldly 
goods are limited to a wife and three or four children, an axe and two or three hoes^ a cow 
and a pig, With rude and scanty apparel, kitchen-ware, 6cc. These men have not and cannot 
raise the i^OO required to buy 160 acres of Public Laiid ; they think they cannot make it by 
hiring' out or working other men's land on shares, and though we think they might, with 
healthy frugality and good luck, we know the process is at best a difficult and tedious one." 
"When shall we find such patriots (!) as Benton, Calhoun, Cass, Allen, Cambreleng and Polk, 
effectually interfering with this rascally system 1 

There are thousands of citizens requesting Congress 5:^ " that the further sale or granting 
j:^of the People's Lands may be immedicUely stopped ; that portions of the lands may be laid 
J3r oat in Farms and Lots ; and that any landless person may be allowed to take possession 
i^rand live upon any one of the farms or lots so laid out, with the right to transfer his or 
|3r her possession to any person not possessed of other land." 1 am in iavor of this plan, be- 
cause it is a real remedy. A free people, thus settled in the west, would yield a rich return of 
prosperitv, and their commerce would strengthen the older states, and be a new bond of union. 
I honor Messrs. Windt, Evans, Treadwell, Devyr, and their worthy comrades, foriheir perse- 
verance in keeping this real remedy before the people ; anddeeplv regret that Governor 'Wright 
and his advisers did not, at an early day, imerpose their best etforts to redress the wrongs of 
the anti-renters. Had they done that many months ago, the state prisons would have had 
fewer tenants, and Messrs. Wright and Van Buren would not have Ibund it necessary to ob- 
ject to a state convention on account of the agitated condition of the public mind. 

Horace Greeley thus sums up the principles of the firiends of land reform : 

" The Reformers demand that all monopoly of and speculation m the Lands yet Public 
shall be stopped, henceforth and for ever. They do not ask merely that landless men of to-day 
shall be provided with a Home, but that the best possible provision shall be m*ade for future 
generations also. Now this proposal to give every landless man IGO acres of Public Land 
oiftright, and leave all the lands subject to unlimited speculation and monopoly, would, ii' suc- 
cessful, afford- a little present gratification and possibly relief at the expense of infinite mise- 
ries and privation in future. Nearly all the Landless are needy ; many of them are improvi- 
dent; not a few are dissipated. To offer each a quarter section of Public Land as a free gift, 
with liberty to sell the fee simple to any one, would be simply enabling the speculator to ob- 
tain at second-hand for a few dollars what now costs him hundreds, and thus to monopolize 
Counties instead of Townships. All this ground has been gone over once in the case ol Mili- 
tary Boimty Lands, which cost the soldiers an ample consideration in fatigue, privation and 
blood, and were in good part sold by them for a twentieth part of their value. Ten years 
afier they were granted or drawn, not one of tho soldiers in ten held an acre of these lands— 
probably few of them held any at all. To give everybody who chooses a quarter section out- 
right oi the National Domain, with liberty to dispose of it and come again, is in effect to 
jsqaander that great Inheritance more wastefully than hitherto.'' 
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Butler to Hayt^-^Fekder-^PoUHci^Prineiple. 

[No. 1.1 Sandt Hill, March 17th, 1819. 

To J. HoYT, Albany — Dear friend : The stage to-day was looked for with great anxiety by 
all the members of my household, as we entertained strong hopes that Fender, £e black damsel, 
would make her appearance on the " Hill*' (as the citizens denominate this great metropolis.) 
I presume, however, that she is either not to be had, or at least had not arrived at Albany when 
the stage left. I wish you to call at Levis the Barber*8, Lodge street, and inquire whether any 
thing has been heard of her, or of the letter that was written her. And if she i^ould present her-' 
self, pray lose no time in sending her on as speedily as possible. 

I see that nothing of importance was done by the Council— neither Judge nor Attorney Gene- 
ral haiarded. I suppose you are over head and ears in the ocean of political controversy, and 
I thought when I was with you last week that it would give me 9ome pleasure to lend a hand in 
the warfare ; but upon better reflection, I think myself as well off where I am. Leaving to other 
and more ambitious spirits the guidance of the storms of party, I can look on, if not with perfect 
indifference, at least with calm security. For the prosperity of the old Republican Party, and of 
my friends and patrons— FOR THE SUCCESS OF PRINCIPLE AND THE OVERTHROW 
OF INTRIGUE AND CORRUPTION, my wishes will be ardent and sincere, but the situa. 
tion in which I am placed will prevent me from conveying them so fully into action, as, under 
other circumstances, I should probably do. I have nothing to gain, and would lose much by be* 
coming an active pnrtizan. 

Charles will leave here on Friday or Saturday. 

Mrs. Butler and her sister are in good health and spirits, ana as well pleased as gloomy weather 
and poor help will allow them to be. 

J I have been here a fortnight, and have not yet received a line from yon. Pray write me, if it is 
only to say that you are m esse. Yours truly, BENJ. F. BUTLER. 

[In another handwriting.] — Mr. Hoyt do try to get Fender; I am tired to death of eookin^t^ 



^ Polities — Providence-^the Preaching of the Gospel at Bandy Hill — Salvation, 

[No. 2.1 Sandy Hill March S7th, 1819L 

[To same.] Dear Friend: I have written no leas than six letters already to go by Mr. Li« 
ttaop, and all of them pretty long ones ; you may therefore suppose that I have bestowed about 
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•■ much time on my correspondents, as the ordinary business of the day will permit. Yet I can- 
not suffer him to go without bearing my thanks for your constant attention to my concerns, and 
your endeavors to promote my interest and happiness. Your several letters were perused with 
much pleasure. I shall expect them to be contiaued, but at the same time hope you will not im- 
pose too great a tax upon your time for the sake of keeping me advised of the various occurrences 
of the age. You know what I mean precisely. Men of business have not the leisure to be very 
constant correspondents, nor can it be expected from them. You have really a fine state of po- 
litical confusion at Albany. I think the situation of the Governor [Clinton] is daily becoming 
more desperate. 

I think that I am not unmindful of the advantages of the situation in which I am placed, nor 
altogether destitute of gratitude for the blessings which Providence has conferred on me. I ac- 
knowledge that the Bounty is great and the return small — But such is man — unworthy of any 
thing, and owing all that he possesses to the goodness of his Creator ; he despises while he enjoys, 
and forgets while he receives. He expects the sun to rise and his wants to be supplied, but he 
seldom asks for either, much less frequently thanks HIM from whom proceeds *• every good and 
every perfect gift.** And were it not that he causes the sun to shine on the *' evil as well as on tho 
good," gives to all " their meat in due season,** and cares for those who care not and think not of 
him, there would be nothing to cheer and sustain a great portion of the human race. 

I ^m more and more pleased with my duties. They require industry and attention, but they 
give me more leisure than I had while in Albany, and furnish me more easily with sufficient to 
provide for my household. 

The only difficulty here is THE WANT OF the stated PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL. 
Had we a faithful and respectable miniBter, and were the people more anxioua for and attentive to 
religion, I should have nothing to aakfor^ but the continuance of health, to make this place delight- 
ful. The contrast between Albany and Sandy Hill in this particular is great. You do not at all 
estimate as you ought, the peculiar privileges you enjoy. They are remarkably great — they are 
perhaps superior to those of any other place of its size — ^to the Christian — the Scholar — the Phi- 
lanthropist, their value is inestimable. But there are deeper and more solemn considerations con- 
nected with them. The Gospel is either a " savor of life unto ]jiie" or of "death unto death." 
And how can those " escape who neglect so great salvation ?" 

Remember me to Morton and Birchard. Tell them I should like to hear from them. 

What a bungling piece of work Mr. Loomis has made of my speech. It has mortified me ex. 
cessively to see so many stupid blunders issued to the world with my name prefixed. Pray tell 
my friends that I lay no claims to the bantling in its present dress. 

Yours truly, BENJAMIN F. BUTLER. 



(To /. Hoyt)^Banking^Elec1ion8—Van Buren^Rural Life at Sandy Hill. 

[No. 3.] Sandt Hill, May 4th, 1819. 

Dear friend : I received yours of the 1st to-day, and seize this moment of writing you BECAUSE 
I CAN DO IT IN MY PRIVATE CAPACITY, and without reference to my official character. 

For the last fortnight I have had various concerns to attend to, which have rendered it impossible 
for me to say more in my epistles than necessity required — such as Gardening and Banking — 
working about the door-yard and Paying Specie— Mending Fences, and SIGNING NOTES, 
4^., &c., interspersed occasionally with Law and Politics. 

In the meantime I have received several communications from you for which you are entitled to 
my thanks, altho' some of them took me considerable time to decipher. Pray vniie more legibly for 
the future. Were it not that I have long known your " pothooks and trammells," I should be 
obliged to send some of them to the Delphic Oracle for his learned investigation. 

The Election Remms are so far unfavorable to the hopes of Mr. Clinton and his friends, and 
I presume his destiny is fixed. The federalists here put no candidates of their own in nomina- 
tioo ; and with the exception of some intelligent men in the western part of this county, sup- 
ported the Clinlonian ticket and carried the election. I voted for Senators, and offered to vote 
for members of Assembly, but after a long discussion of my and various arguments 

and opinions firom lawyers and electioneerers, the board very gravely decided that I was not yet 
naturalized— \n which I think it probable they were right. 

The Chancellor has re-ally assumed a great deal in deciding against me. Please obtain a copy 
of Uie decretal order — ^not of his opinion, for I suppose that would take you a week to copy — and 
•and by some pers<m at your convenience. 

Upon what ground did he admit you — as of right, or ex gratia ? I am glad that he has done 
it, and hope you may find it the harbinger of good fortune. 

What think you of the New Insolvent Law ? Do you intend to proceed under it 1 Or have 
yon not philosophy enough to live poor all your life, with a millstone on your neck 7 

Did I understand you that A. H. V. B. was to remove to Albany 7 If so, when does he 
e, and how will it affect yoa 7 He can do no buaneas of consequence at Hudson, neither is 
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he qualified for that of the Attorney Qeoertl's department How does the bunneas get along, and 
what is the state, generally, of your ejectraeat suits ? Are any of them to be tried at these Cir- 
cuits or not ? I sometimes wished after my removal, that I could take a peep for a moment in 
the Registers, and engage again in the service of the Sovereign People — and so long hud I been 
accustomed to the management of the Attorney General [M. Van Buxen]' s affairs public, private, 
and domesticy that I often thought that no one could attend to them but myself. My new avocation9, 
however, have now become familiar and pleasant, and I can attend to them without troubling my- 
sell" about the bonds, mortgages, or ejectments of the Slate. 

I want very much to see yoi up here. The warm weather has brought on vegetation, and ren- 
dered the country quite inviting. Here we have 

" Flowers in the valley, splendor in the beam, I 
Health in the gale, and freshness in the stream/' 

Here are pleasant walks and shady groves — rivers and cataracts — ^larks, robinsi and grasshop- 
pers — fine blooming damsels and healthy yeomen. 

Our place is delightfully romantic — you may stroll on the banks of the Hudson — view the 
mountains where it takes its rise — and listen to the incessant roar of Baker's Fall's. In all the 
month of June, I shall look for you, and hope my expectations will not be fruitless. 

There are a dozen or more of my young friends whom I should be happy to see in the coune 
of the summer, and if anything on my part can induce them to desert the sultry streets of Albany 
for a week or two, I shall hope for the pleasure of their society at Sandy Hill. 

There is but little Law Business doing here. If I was dependant on that I should have had 
the horrors long ago. Perhaps, however, it may be as good here as at Albany, or at any other 
place. I read more than I did while with you, and shall continue in the profession even if I neglect 
the practice. [Here follow instructions about Mr. Van Buren and his matters.] 

I believe I have never told you that Porter discharged Van Renseelare without my knowledge, 
agency or interference, directly or indirectly, and I knew nothing of it until he told me what he 
had dune. You can't say this is not long enough. Yours truly, B. F. BUTI^ER. 



To Jesse Hoyi, on Banking^ Specie, Law, h^c, 

[No 4.] Washington and Warren Bank, Sxitdy Hill, May 8th, 1819. Dear Sir: I send 
by Mr Skinner a package and letter for Mr. Barker, which send as usual. I hear that he has 
had a demonstration (as Packenham and Co. would have said,) made upon him this week, which 
was manfully repelled. My secretary being otherwiw engaged, deprives you of tjie pleasure of 
receiving this interesting epistle in her '* own proper handwriting." 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

Washington and Warren Bank, Sandt Hill, May 15th 1819. Dear Sir : I send by Mr. 
Baird, in current and uncurrent notes, $1100 — J. &, F. Baird's check, (1100 — which latter please 
collect, add to the cash, and send all to Mr. Jacob Barker. 1 wrote yesterday per Mr. Baker, 
and forwarded a package. Was it received 1 The keg of specie was left by accident at Water- 
ford, but is expected to.day. I am in no want of it, and shall sufier no inconvenience from 
the delay. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER." 

[No. 5.] '' I send you by Mr. Blin, $3500, in current notes, to be forwarded to Mr. Barker. 
I have no time to writ^him by this conveyance. Please drop a line mentioning that I have re- 
ceived the keg of specie and placed the amount to the credit of the E. Bank, and also advising 
him of this remittance." 

[No. 6.] May 29 — "I sued S. S. L * * * by bill, sometime since. He persuaded me by 
various, repeated, and pressing solicitations, to give him time till Ist of May. He has not paid, 
and will not. Please draw a cognovit for $63,50, the ampunt, obtain his signature, and let the 
judgment be forthwith entered. I send narr. and note, and Charles will do the labor under your 
direction. B. F. BUTLER." 



To Jesse Hoyt, on Banking, and variotis kinds of Currency. 

[No. 7.1 Washington and Warren Bank, Sandy Hill, June 2d, 1819— Dear Sir: I send 
you by Mr. S. M. Hitchcock two sealed packages containing in the two, Current Notes $5150 
—Do. checks on Bank of Albany $425— Uncurrent notes $1750.— $7325. Please collect 
the checks, make up cash in a package, and send all to Mr. Barker. Perhaps it wduld be best 
to put the whole into one envelope without disturbing the packages that I have arranged. The 
largest, I had on hand a week ago, but have not been able to send it till now. One of the checks 
is not payable until the 5lh, but perhaps you can get the money in time for the Boat which leavsA 
Albany on that day. Yours very truly, B. F. BUTLER. 
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[No. 8.] Sandy Hill, June 3d, 1819. — Dear Sir: I send you $96,25 to be applied as fol« 
lows— N R bal. of my ate. $33,28 — E. A, E. E. do. $10,06. 

[Next he names. " Stafford & Spencer, bal. of my ate. $40 — L. & L. Vankleeck & Co. 
$40" — which two last sums he erases, and remarks — " These T believe I shall not send till nex^ 
week, as I have no money but what w TOO GOOD FOR THEM."] Draw accounts in full for 
fter and ever from the beginning of the world to this day, and I will pay no more debts of its 
contracting, 9,91. The Attorney General for costs received 3d May (capias not served) $43. 
Please take receipts from all the above creditors of mine. 5. F. B. 



To J. Hoyty on Law, Charles Butler t Col. Pitcher, Barker, the Niagara Bank, and Van Buren. 

[No. 9.] ' Sandy Hill, June 5th, 1819. 

Dear Sir : I have yours of the 31st ult., 1st inst., and also one by Mr. Gifford. I shall en- 
deavor as soon as possible to send you some papers in these Chancery causes. I do regret that 
I did not know that Mr. V. B. was about attending the June term of the Court of Chancery. I 
might have had all my business in train for it, I wish you to tell Judge Beekman that the logs 
■re nearly all sawed, and will be probably carried off by Hitchcock next week. If he wishes 
any thing done now it must be directed by the Tuesday mail, or there will be no hold on the 
property. Is it your opinion that the writ de proprietate probanda cannot issue until the alias 
plaint, or that it may issue upon the first writ in replevin, or the first plaint 1 I suppose, as I 
wrote you before, by my Books, that it issues forthwith on the plaint before the plaint is returna- 
ble, but not until the alias writ of Replevin ? Please look at Fitzherbert's Nat. Brev., Dalton'g 
Sheriff, &.C., I am sure your library Mrill tell. I shall send a witness and only one, for I can find 
no more, in the cause, viz: John Sheldon, next week, if they can examine him in Mr. 

Van Buren's absence. * « * « 

- 1 have not been in court but little, either Common Pleas, or Circuit — having had a great deal 
.to do in the Bank, and in my Lanr Business. I want a clerk very much, and as soon as Charles's 
company will be convenient shall send for him. If he gets over his foolish, hair brained 
projects, I shall keep him with me, for I think he ought to be under the eye of some person who 
can manage him. 

He has some talents, but is rather overcharged with false pride, squeamish sensibility and ill 
guided ambition. I have been obliged to tell him very plainly what I thought of his style of 
writing and modes of thought — the first, like the latter, is frothy and bombastic — indeed, 
precisely like a boy of 18 of some genius, but that untutored and misdirected. I hope you got my 
package by Hitchcock. I have now $3000 in current notes, received since Wednesday, which 
I would send by Colonel Pitcher, who conveys this, but he starts from here on foot, and goes on 
a raft from Fort Miller, and though an honest man might be robbed or knocked overboard. I 
ahall keep it till next week Send the enclosed letter to Jacob Barker by first mail — to my 
father put in the P. 0., Monday evening. I forgot it to-day. That to Goodenow aend by a 
private hand. 

/ am unable to say tmythingnow ABOUT THE NIAGARA BANK— onZy that if Mr, B,, 
froeaning Jacob Barker], could be sure of life, he could make it a profitable concern — but has, 
in my opinion, irons enough in the fire, already, for one man. But then he's A HOST himself. 
If he gets the stocky you must stand ready to interpose a claim for the management of the husi. 
ness — that is — if you would be willing to accept such a place. He would require some one 
that he could lepose confidence in to take charge of it. Though I have no idea that he will get 
it. '* Double, double — toil and trouble," appears to be the order of the day in the commercial 
and financial world— where it will land as 1 am unable to say. « * » * 

You say my Chancery business is attended to. How ? Can you tell me whether Mr. 

or Mr. has seen the Attorney General about the Factory caupe, and what was the Attor- 
ney Generars opinion as to their issuing execution ? I am so much perplexed with anxiety and 
apprehension about my unfinished business, that I would gladly resign the whole. The Attorney 
General [Mr. M. Vanburen] is never at home — and when he is, I am so far from him, that I 
cannot have that direct and constant communication which the interests of our clients demand. 
One thing I most earnestly desire of you, and that is to forward me all notices, papers*, &c., 
that may be served on Mr, V B. [Van Buren] as my agent. He would never think of it him- 
self, and my clients might be kipked out of court before I knew it. I shall make no more com- 
plaints about your bad writing, though your scrawls are most infamous, after the capers I have 
cut in this epistle. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Jesse Hoyt, on a Banker^s Ways and Means, 

[No. 10] Washiwotoh ajto Warren Bank, Sandy Hill, June 9th, 1819. 

Dear Sir : I am almost wholly destitute of Washington and Warren notes, and shall un- 
doubtedly have occaaioa £Mr loine before I can be fondshed with a supply from New York by 
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Mr. Barker. If 70U have authority from him to obtain from the Mechanics and Farmers' Bank 
the packages from those Banks which draw on Mr. Barker, which I presume is the case, for the 
purpose 01 forwarding to Npw York, you will please send me by first safe conveyance One 
thousand five hundred dollars in the common notes of this Bank, which will answer me for ex- 
changing until I can hear from Mr. B., of all which you will advise him. If, however, jFoa 
should receive from New York a supply of our notes, ii> sheets, or otherwise, for this Bank, you 
will not interfere with the packages at the M. & F. Bank. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER, 

P. S. If I send any papers by Mrs. Coffin and her son, I shall direct them, if they do not see 
you, to be left at Wiswall's store. They will stop at Troy for the night and may not be at AU 
bany but a few minutes. I hear that a Mr. Clark from this village starts for Albany to-day ; if 
he does I shall send by him, and he would be a good person to send me the W. and W. notes 
by. Upon reflection, f enclose a check on the M. & F. Bank, for $450, draWv by Abraham 
Martling, endorsed by Uriah Marvin and Jeremy Rockwell, and also made payable by me to 
your order. Please present and collect it, and keep the amount until you receive a package 
from me, when you will forward it to Mr. Barker. 

If the check is not paid, please give notice thereof by mail instanier to all the parties. Mart- 
ling I do not know — neither can I learn his residence. Marvin you know — Rockwell lives 
at Hadley, Saratoga County. I intended to have sent the check to-day by a private hand, but 
to guard against accident, think it safest to forward by mail, being the first post after its receipt. 

B. F. B. 



To Jesse Hoyt, at Albany, on his fitness to he Cashier of the Buffalo Bank, 

. (No. 11.] [per Mr. Thurman, from Sandy Hill,] June 11, 1819. 

Dear Sir : I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, mentioning the subject of the NI AGU 
ARA BANK, and requesting my opinion of a certain friend of mine, for CASHIER, provi- 
ded he should conclude to purchase the stock — to which I have replied as follows : — 

" I am happy to hear, by your letter, that in the event of your engaging in the Niagara Bank, 
you have thought of MY FRIEND HOYT, for Cashier. / know of no person within the eireU 
of my acquaintance whom I could recommend with equal confidence for that situation, HIS 
INTEGRITY, ZEAL AND INDUSTRY, would, I am confident, insure him your approbation 
and esteem. There can be no doubt of his being amply qualified for the task. His acqnafii. 
tance with business is general, and extensive, and for perseverance and activity I know of no one 
who surpasses him. His experience in Mercantile business, would alone have qualified him for 
the place, but in additition to that he has the advantage of some considerable acquaintanctf wUh 
the business of banking, from his employment last year in the Mechanics and Farmers* Bemk. 
I have known him for several years ; intimately, for about three. After the unfortunate <^. 
mination of his Mercantile concerns, instead of spending his time in idleness, or giving wtgy to 
despair or dissipation, which is commonly the case in SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, he resolved 
forthwith to enter into employment of some kind or other ; and, as nothing offered by which he 
could do better, he commenced the study of the law. All his friends, (and I amonafst the rest,) 
thought this a very forlorn hope, for such had been his previous active life, and so long was his 
term of study, that I considered it absolutely impossible for him to confine himself to so irksome 
an employment as a clerkship in a law office, without any prospect of a speedy admission either 
to the practice or the profits of the profession. He was for nearly three years in my office, and 
for fidelity and attention, perseverance and application, the very best clerk I ever met with. I 
consider him perfectly competent to examine (a) into the affairs of the Bank of Buffalo, and give 
you an accurate and judicious account of every thing that relates to it. It is needless for me to 
say that I feel a deep interest in his prosperity, and that nothing would give me greater pleaeure 
than to see him placed in such a situation as would give him a competent support ; but perhafMi 
it may be necessary to satisfy you that my opinion of his merits is not overrated. I acknowledge 
that I am his friend, and I know that friends, hke lovers, are a little blind to the faults of those 
they esteem, but I believe I may safely refer you to any person acquainted with Mr. Hoyt, for a 
confirmation of what I have said.*' 

(fl) This is in reply to a suggestion about sending you up to investigate the business, prepar- 
atory to a decision on the subject. I have sent my brief in cause to New York last week 

by mail. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 12.] June 14. I send you by J. L. Thurman, "Esq,, a package for Mr. Barker, contain- 
ings in current notes, $2,200. 1 have received yours by Mr. Clark, with $1,300 in W. and W* 
notes* 
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To Hoyi, on Law, Sirawherries, Sturtevant, and Mrs, Oleott. 
[No. 13.] , Sandy Hill, June 15th, 1819. 

Dear Friend : I am very much indebted to you for your elaborate and very learned opinion 
upon the question in replevin. From the acquaintance with the subject which you display, I 
doubt not that Sir Thomas Moore'R famous question would have received a prompt ans\ver from 
you, altho' it puzzled a very erudite professor m one of the European Colleges. When are you 
coming up to Sandy Hill? The country is very pleasant, and will continue so for some time ; 
but in about a fortnight we shall have strawberries, &c., in abundance ; and during that season 
■bould like to see our friends. If Charles is at Albany he can come up with the bearer, Mr. 
Sturtevant. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S. If you have any money to send me, I would not advise you to send it by Mr. S. 

[B^ore Mr. Butler's postscript I find a postscript by Mrs. Butler, wherem, among other things, 
she says — " I repeat the question 'When. are. you coming up V We want to see you very much, 
and hope for the pleasure before many weeks expire. If you ever have the honor and pleasure 
of seeing Mrs. Oleott, I wish you would present my love to her, and tell her I often flatter my- 
aelf with the hope that she will come up to Sandy Hill, and see how country folks live. We 
have a plenty of pork, and soon shall have new potatoes and green com. H. B. " Mrs. B's 
anxiety to have the Albany Banker's wife up at Sandy Hill is explained by the subsequent run 
by Oleott on Butler, and their angry correspondence. — W. L. M.] 



To Hoyty shewing his plan ef meeting a run for Specie. 

[No. 14.] Washington and Warren Bank, Sandy Hill, June 21, 1819. 

Dear Sir : My letter of yesterday informed you that I was engaged in a running fight with a 
squadron from Commodore WiswaU's fleet. I send you by Mr. B. Wing, $900 in Troy, Lan- 
■ingburg, and Albany bills, which I wish you if possible to convert into specie. 1 do not know that 
I 'shall need it, but it will be sufficient with what I have, to teaze the enemy for the whole week, 
if he should maintain his ground for so long a time Mr. Wing will wait for the specie. 

I should suppose that so small a sum could easily be procured, especially if you divide the 
amount, say $50(i for Mechanics and Farmers' Bank and $200 for the others. I do not wish it 
Uspsd that I am in want of it to meet a demand on the Bank. / wish you to say to the bank 
that you want SMALL CHANGJi! ; and for that you will give them current bills. If you can 
obtain $600 it will answer the purpose, and if small money is not to be had anything else will 
answer. 

// you are unable to obtain the amount of $600 in Albany, you will please select the notes of the 
,two Banks of Troy, and direct Mr. Wing to call at those Banks with their respective notes, and 
request them to furnish him with small money for change, and if they refuse, to demand specie. 
(Give him written directions.) The other money in the package you may keep to be sent to Mr. 
Barker when I remit. 

I shall write you by the Wednesday mail, and shall also enclose a letter for Mr. Barker, which 
it would be desirable to have sent by Thursday's boat. You will probably ensure its going there 
if you call at the F. O. early on Thursday morning and request them to open the Northern Mail. 
I believe that generally they leave it until after the boat has left, which is very injurious to me. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 15.] Sandy Hill, June 21st, 1819. 

Dear Sir : By the enclosed (which please read, and after that wafer and send by Wednesday's 
t)oat,) you will learn the situation of afiairs here. If Commodore W. reported anything disad- 
vantageous, please correct it. I did not offer, as before to Alien, to pay him one bill at a time ; 
but on Saturday, offered him a large amount of specie, which he declined waiting for me to count. 
If you think that you can get the specie for my notes, which will be chiefly Troy, &c., please so 
inform Mr. Barker. Mr. Bacon is the person who brought the $706. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

On seeming to pay at a Bank — Gilchrist outwitted,. 

[No. 16.] Washington and Warren Bank, Sandy Hill, Wednesday morning, June 23, 1819. 

[To Jacob Barker, Elsq., New York.] Dear Sir, ***** I have redeemed in the whole $780, 

during the two days pnst — ^all in large bills. I have now on hand, about $300 in small change, 

$900 in dollars and five francs, and $200 in gold. With this force I can with certainty sustain 

qiyself until Saturday morning, and by that time I have no doubt I shall have a further supply oi 

piipe.cie from Mr. Hoyt. ♦ « ♦ » * 

I enclose you a copy of Mr. Olcott's letter. This is a new proof of the wavering policy o^that 
Bank, and of the little reliance to be placed on Mr Olcott's professions or engagements, for he 
ofiered of his own accord to me last spring, that I might at any time draw on you at a few days 
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9igki, if I chose ,so to do. * * • * * I have this morning had two small smiis of our noCe* 
presented, the one for $75 — the other for $91 — both from Albany ; and both encloeed to Mr. 
Baird, with a request that he would present them immediately, and that the credit of the Bank 
was completely down, which was the cause of their sending them up, I shall pay these, beeaym 
the money will go down by the mail to-day and may quiet the apprehension of some persons toA« 
would otherwise send up ; hut I shall request Mr, B. to decline any further commission of the 
kind; and if any more such appear, I SHALL PUT THEM ON THE SAME GROUND WITH 
THE OTHERS. 

As the calls this week have assumed the character of a run on the Bank, you will undombt. 
edly see the necessity of giving me a supply of specie as soon as possible. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S. — Since writing the above, Wiswall has shown me his money ; he has now $4800. Gil- 
christ has demanded his bills. / told him I was ready to pay in specie, hut commenced poffimg 
Wiswall, Ae presenting his hills first, GllchriBt has resolved not to wait and returns in the fltaoe. 

Olcott on pretended Banks and Bankers. 
[No. 17.] [Mr. Olcott to President Butler.] — •* Mechanictf and Farmers" Bank, Albany, Juna 
21, 1819. — Dear Sir : We send by the bearer, Mr. Gilchrist, Fifty three hundred doilan of the 
Bills of your Bank, for redemption. You sra probably aware of the determination of the BbiikB 
in this city to take no drafts from country banks on the city of New York ; and least you nity 
think the measure unfiriendly or oppressive, I would mention that our object is to present country 
Banks from placing funds in N. Y.» to speculate on their own depreciated paper. That they do 
operate in this way we have good reason to suspect ; otherwise why do they place funds at so 
great a distance from the only spot where they PRETEND TO REDEEM, or give speeis 
vaiue to their bills. I should be glad to make an exception of your Bank, did not our sircnni« 
stances require a prompt and speedy return, and I trust I am not mistaken in the belief diat yo« 
will give our agent every facility and accommodation. With great regard, &c." 

To Jesse Koyt, in which Mr, Butler deviates a little from the truth, 
[No, 18.] [per Mr. Hitchcock.] Sandy Hill, June 22, 1819. Tuesday evening. 

Dear Sir : I have finished my second day's work with Wiswall. Have also sent you to-day 
$900 in current notes to be converted into specie, by Mr. Benj. Wing. I requested you to pro- 
cu|« it peaceably from the Banks there, but I now wis4i that you would convert it into Mechui- 
ics and Farmers' Bank notes, and demand the specie from them if they are unwilling to advaneo 
it promptly. Mr. Olcott has to-day sent up between $5000 and $6000 by Mr. Gilchrist. Hs sr- 
rived here in the stage a little before two. Mr. Olcott writes me a very friendly letter, statiiig 
that they will not take drafts on New York, and that they mean to make the country Banks 
keep their funds at home. His messenger also refuses to take our notes payable in New York 
or those of the Exchange Bank. By the by, I must be hard pressed before I part with the latter 
for any one, friend or foe. I have told Mr. Gilchrist that I w-^s READY TO PAY SPECIE, 
and would pay specie at ALL TIMES DURING BANKING HOURS ; and that [would pay 
making else. Whether he will remain or not I do not know. J^ he does, he must wait tiU I 
am through with Wiswall. I send $250, in current bills by Mr. Hitchcock, to be added to the 
$900, and managed in the same manner, 1 did not mean to call on Mr, Olcott for specie, but 
since his message to.day I intend to pay him specie and to make him furnish it besides. You 
need not tell him so, however, I must have SOME specie by Mr, Wing, and shall rely on you 
for it, five or six hundred dollars carries me safely* through the week. 

Youre truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

You may send a copy of the foregoing by Thursday's boat. 

Let the papers in Mr. Hitchcock's care be sent up. 

Jesse Hoyt instructed to proclaim that the Bank could and would pay, 
[No, 19.] Washington Sl Warren Bank, Sandy Hill, June 23, 1819. Wed. 9, A. M. 
Dear Sir : Read the enclosed letter to Mr. Barker, seal and send it as soon as possible, and if 
the specie for the $1150 is not already on the way, hasten it as speedily as possible. TELL 
ALL PERSONS THAT THE BANK HAS NOT STOPPED, AND WILL NOT STOP 
PAYMENT, AND THAT WE PAY IN SPECIE. I presume the rumour of the failure of 
our Bank in Albany must have arisen from the reports of Wiswall. Let no one know the 

*His letter was written on Tuesday evenine— fuar days of the week were yet to come— Butler was ready to Miy 
Gilchrist specie, and ' nothing else '— tho* he liad scarcely any to pay, and was depending en a few hundred doUan 
of small chnnge to carry him safely through the week. Of course, his statement to Gilchrist and othem that he waa 
able to pay and would do so, was untrae, Mr Gilchrist is now in New York, a merchant, I believe. He Iflli, 
that so fiir wns Mr flutTer from paying that he threatened to put him out of his office. Of course, h« left ihMdy 
HjH. Whether the Wiswall protracted payment wns another pious, legal and financial trick, is a question easier 
i|sked than answered. • ' 
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amount of my calls, nor of my funds. If any specie comee from Mr. Barker, forward it by e«. 
prfM. Youre truly, B. F. BUTLER, 

To H'^ytt shewing ike President's nice sense of honor. 
[No. 20.] Sandy Hill, June 24, 1819. Thursday monuDg, 10 minutesi before 10. 

Dear Hoyt : The inielligence by Mr. Wing is unexpected and unpleasant. I am sony you 
did nut send the specie. In the absence of all instructions from Mr. Barker for a fortnight, I 
consider it my duty to continue paying. If 1 stop I may as well stop next week ns this. 1 can 
hold out through this week. My courage is undaunted, spirits not [at] ail depressed, and if I die 
*' I die \\ ith harness on my back/* fighting as long as possible. 

(Favoured by Mr. Boyd.) Yours truly, B. F BUTLER. 

P. 15. There nre thousands of men and of paper here, Mr. Boyd had agreed to take my 

draft on Jacob Barker, ai 10 days* sight. While he was gone to Baird's for the money, Wing 

arrived express. I could have given it afterwards, but CONCEIVING IT DISHONORABLE,* 

TOLD HIM IN CONFIDENCE WHAT I HAD HEARD, and refused to give him the draft. 



To Hoyt, saying he would stop if his master so ordered. 
[No. 91.] Qavhy Hill, June S5, 1819, 10 o^clock A. M. 

Dear Hoyt : I have not yet atopped payment, andihail not (unlets Mr. Barker directs me to do 
Bo^) until I am obliged to give up the skip. Yours truly, H. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 22.] Washington and Warren Bank, SanDy Hill, June 26, 1819. 

Dear Sir • I enclose you a letter for Mr. Barker, which please read, and then copy. Send one 
copy to New York for Mr. Barker, and keep the other on hand for him, as he may be at Albany be- 
fore die one sent to New York can reach him. You will perceive from the within what my situa. 
tip a Ilk Would it not be folly for me to stop t Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

P.^S. Keep the situation of my funds secret. 

The Banker borrowing — the Bank will pay. President Butler to Mr. John Baird, Albany, 
[Favored by Mr. Hoyt. J 
[No. 2^] Washington and Warren Bank, Sandy Hill, June 26, 1819. 

Dear Sir : Availing myself of your friendly ofTer to loan me for the use of this Bank, four 
ThouMnd Dollars, I seod you by Jesse Hoyt, my private note for that sum, which he is authorised 
to fiU up with such terms of payment ns may be agreeable to you, and also *wenty.8ix promissory 
notes amounting to more than Ten Thousand Dollars, which I am able to assure you are as good 
paper aa this state can afibrd, to be placed in your hands as collateral security for the prompt pay. 
ment of the loan. It is desirable to conclude this arrangement without delay, which is tlie cause 
of my addresBing you at Albany. Tou may rely upon it that the Bank can and will continjie 
its REDEMPTIONS. I am, dear sir, your friend and obedient servant. B. F. BUTLER. 

To Hoyt on a legal tender for the Albany Dutch, 
[No. 24.] [Favored by Caleb Baker, Esq ] Sandy Haj., June 29th, 1819. 

Dear Hoyt : — The enclosed ^ill show you how th*^ ** world wags." One of those persons that 
I told to wait until their turns came, was THE YOUNG PATROON, who had 4 or $500 taken 
for rents due his father. 

IT you know him — as I believe you do— I wish you would FALL IN WITH HIM, and ask 
his opinion — / know it will be favortAle although I did not pay him, because he sat within my 
counter and read the papers, AND DRANK WINE WITH ME FOR TWO OR THREE 
HOURS BEFORE THE BANK CLOSED, and saw every man who had come from a dis- 
tance, or was poor and needy, paid in specie without a moment's delay. 

Now if his opinion is friendly, I dare say it will pass current, AND BE A LEGAL TEN- 
DER in your DUTCH metropolis, and it would answer for CIRCULATION, «&c. Let me 
hear liow everything goes — and what is said and done at Albany. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

Seal and send the enclosed afier reading it. If the loan with Baird was concluded, and you 

* Mr. Batter was the Prexidfint of a Bank chartered by the Le^ialatare, a lawyer, the student and partner of At- 
torney General Van Buren, and transacted the basiness and knew or pretended to know the condition of the insti- 
tution, whose notes he signed and promised to pay. If it wns dishonorable to deceive his friend Boyd on Thursday, 
•B above, was it honorable or honest to ai»are Baird on Saturday "that the Bank can and will continue its re 
demptioQS." Was it honest to deceive the Yonofr Patroon on Tuesday, or to get Mr. Hovt to place in the Albany 
DuUy Advertiser the tissue of artful untruths dated at Sandy Hill on that day. and which Mr. Butler applauds Hoyt 
for pablishinff, as beinf " well timed 1" I cannot conceive the idea of more direct, clear, systematic and well un- 
dentood ftaud than ia exhibited unbluahiagly by Messrs Butler and Hoyt*t traiuactions recorded on these pagei. 
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expect the specie on Thursduy, you may perhaps ask Caleb Baker to Rtay for it If not, tell him 
there will not be A LOAD antil next week. HB AND EVERY BODY ELSE thinks I hav§ 
TONS OF IT on the way. 



Hoyt and Butler*8 pious hut weU-ttmed falsehood. 

Mr. Hoyt got his friend Butler'^ letters published as puiEi at Albany. ^ Your extract was well 
timed,*' says Butler, (July 3d.) Here is the extract. 

From the Albany Daily Advertiser. 

[Washington and Warren Bank.]— Wednesday, 30th June, 1819. Mesprs. Wehsters & Skin- 
ners : The following is an extract from a letter dated 0~ Sandy Hill, June 29, 1819 If you think 
its publication will be of any serriee to community, you will please to give it a place in your paper. 
[No. 25.] Sanpy Hill, June, 29, 1819. 

The run upon the bank still continues, but the alarm in this part of the country is wholly sub. 
sided. The appearance nf Mr. Barker in good health and spirits atnong us, sati^fd th^ psople 
that the Washington and Warren Bank would sustain no loss by his temporary suspension, AH 
are delighted with the accommodtiting disposition of Mr. Butler the President, When there 
were more calls than he could satisfy with his own hands, he called in hia neighbors to assist him 
in paying. And when there were more than ail oould attend to, he requested those perfoni that 
came with the bills, to lay them down and take as many dollars in ttpocie aa they left in biUa, 
and retire to give room for others. Many came and saw the counter loaded down. with gold and 
silver and went away satisfied that all was well, and that Sandy HiU was nut without its ' grains 
of gold,* You may tell your Albany banks that they had better be a little more sparing of their 
denunciations, for their own vaults may have to atone for the eins of their keepers. SeU all the 
goods you can for these notes. Bat you had better not send up until the alarm has proved ground. 
les.s, as you may be trod un in the crowd. When you do seiui, however, you will alway^ ha?e 
the preference over brokers in being waited upon, for we do not much admire those leeches fipoa 
the ' body politic * in this part of the country.*' 

[No. 25, a.] Steam Boat Richmond, June 28, 1819— Sir : I left Sandy Hill yesterday. The 
Bank has not stopped payment — it will not stop payment f which please promulgnte to prevent 
the brokers from ppeculntingon the fears of ihe holders of the bank of Woi^hingtoB and Warren. 
I shall commence discounting again (at the Exchange Bank,) within 60 days from the dSd of 
June. JACOB BARKER. 

[No. 26.] 30, June, 1819.— Dear Hoyt : If the original arrives in lime for the mail, this ne«d 
not go. I shall want the specie for Schuyler's note if paid. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

President Butler deceives the People, and denounces Chartered Monopolies. 
[No. 27.) [Per Mr. L. Clark.J Sandy Hill, July 1. 1819. 

Tu Jesse H'lytd — Deae Sir : The enclosed you will send by the first boat, after reading it, Slc, 
I send you 25 Times. You see how baldly we come out. I have deliberated long before I 
ventured it — but, as it's a pnrt of my ** budget of ways and means,*' have at length concluded 
to run the haz<ird.* If the specie for Schuyler's note could be obtained, you could send it by 
the bearer. Send the papers on Saturday. Tell me what you think of my bulletin. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER, 

*Pret?dent BuUer*s MaBiretto. reftrred to in the above letter, u a part of hia " budget of waya and meana,** and 
inued after Mr. Barker's visit, was ns fnUiiws : 

I Fhtm the Ssnth/ HiU Timet, July 2, 1810.] 

The fnUowini; eoromunication on ttie subject or the Bank at this place, may be relied aivon as coming FROM 
AN OFFICfAL SOURCE. 

I Jbr tke JSmes.] Washington anp Warren Bank. — ^The excitement in relation to the pnper of the W^ash- 
in^ton and Wnrren Bank, beginning to subside, pediiips it may not be ilttiiucil to request the attention of the pobliir 
to a few prominent points, connected with tbe operations and ohiirscter of thut institution. The sudden and unex- 
pected sus|)enston of payment at tlie RxcJmnge BaDk, tof^eiher with other ciuses produced, verv naturally, atrong 
suspicions ■ f the solvency of tlie Washington and Wnrren Rank, which were greatly increnaco by the malicious 
profihecies and sbnderoiis reporu of {wnous who regarded its success with jealousy nnd hiitred. Tha consequence 
was, tke rapid and vexatious return of its notes, accompanied with domandii fur specie, or for such bank paper at is 
equivalent thereto. Mr. Barker, foreseeing this resplt, and fearing that the bnnk might not be able to withstand the 
jimt itkoek, altboneh confident uf ultimate success, very fairly assured the public, in his address to tbem, that the 
Wnshi-igum and Warren notes would all l>e paid vitkin titty dnya, without promising that the bank would not be 
compelled to su:i)ieii(l, f\it a short jieriod, tiie pivment of its nutel. U was found, however, that a cour%e so un- 
pleaitant nnd distressin; wns unnecessary, and that thr. bank, by rettniing to its legal rt'trkts, so far as it respnts 
broker* and other banks. wiHibl be able tii ride out the gule and tlmt too without preying those that owe the 
oank. it has evntinaed. and wUlcentisus its rsdsmpUtnu, and is abundantly able to pay all its debts, to the** uttar- 
mast farthing** The debu due to tbe bank, luniMint tii more than duiibio thrir note4 in circulation, end Utass 
debts are perfectly ««etfre-~there is perliaps scarcely oue that will not ultimately be collected. How then can aay 
one be a loser by the bank 1 

It is true that the Bank has not extended to speculators end bank agents, th^it prompt nrciimmod.ition which, 
luider flourishing circumstances, would probably nave be^n afibrdcd * un'l it i.s also true \U:\i it ho.* bcpa engaged, 9114 
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To Hogt, on hitprtpar^tionM to badger the Board of Brokers, 
[No. 28.] Sandy Hill, July 3d, 1819—11 A. M. 

Dear Hoyt : All goes on well. Caleb airived last night with the reinforcement. Your 
** extract*' wm well timed. I with you would keep the Albany merchants back. It's rather 
bsd frieiidfhip to get our bills together, and post them up here, say 30 days sooner than they 
would otherwise come. At the worst they would go into Brokers* hands, WHICH IS THE 
BEST PLACE IN THE WORLD FOR ME. I have received a very begging, coaxing letter 
from Mr. Olcott, but as WiawalVs money is not half paid, I don't trouble myself about it. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Hoyt, at Albany, — Ought not the Fublie to wait awhile ? 
[No. 29.] [Sent per Mr. Hand.] Sandy Hill, July 7, 1819. 

Private and Secret. — Dear Hoyt : I have paid since the Run commenced $9000 and over. 
You know how much I bad then. I HAVE A GREAT DEAL MORE NOW, and am in 
every respect, better of. The reinforcement from Jacob Barker puts me out [of] danger. Have 
paid very liberally SINCE IT ARRIVED, BUT SHALL NOW HOLD UP. The pubUc 
hav« been paid over 96000— the Broken $3000. OUGHT NOT THE PUBLIC TO WAIT 
AWHILE? We have CROWED full enough for the present, therefore had better write no 
more for the papers. I shall add a note to " Equal Rights," which will gall the Mechanics^ and 
Farmeri^ Bank to the fuiek.* 

Fini^ed last Saturday night by trying the replevin, at Glen's Falls — ^got home 1 o'clock, 
Sunday morning. Jury equally divided, 6 and ^--^Sheriffin our favor. Skinner and me both 
iununed up ; suited myself and everybody else. Noticed anew for Tuesday, 13 — clear case ; 
•hall certninly auoeeed — want the lease from Van Rensselaer to Caldwell, as they gave parol 
evidence of it. Send it tip in time. 

?M Saturday^ tbe 8d, 901 ; on Monday, 379 though the Bank was shut ; on Tuesday, 817. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

7b Hoyt, on Law, Chancery, and suffering the People " to fret a Utile:* 
[No, 30.1 Sandy Hill, July 10th, 1819. 

Xwar Sir : My present business is chancery. Tbe enclosed bill I drew in great haste last night 
nad tUs morning. I want it presented on Monday, and the motion made and urged on the 
tfiovod of the great injury to the Bank if those notes should be put in circulation. Whether 
B«rkei:'B npignment to this Bank is good or not, we are entitled to the injunction. Whether 
the bills are his or ours, the Farmers* Bank have no right to use them ; and if they do, we suffer 
as well as J. B. [Jacob Barker.] I want the bill copied, and a copy sent to Mr. Barker for Mr. 
Welle' examination. 

If you get the injunction, show it first to the State Bank, and tell they follow next — then serve 
It on Fanners' Bank — then show to Lansingburgfa, and tell them they shall have the same, and 
had better keep the bilU. That is, if you think it best to inform the others before I have made 
out bills against them. 

The M business I have neglected, and never can attend to it. Serve the petition — 

give the notice — fill up the proper day — ^make the motion. You and the Attorney General [Mr. 
van Buren,] draw the interrogatories and examine the witnesses. / cannot, and must rely 
wholly on you. 

The Bank is safe, and I mean to keep it so. I WILL RATHER SUFFER THE PUB- 
Lie TO FRET A LITTLE, than hazard the safety of THE INSTITUTION by paying out 
TOO FAST. I have paid this week $2500—9600 of which was Walker. 
' ' Youre truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

9^ {g now engaged in thtpMiyment of ntall specie, .^ to persons of that description ; but it must always be le- 
laembered, that tt« Ftrmer*, Mechanics, TVavellers, and Tradesmen, toka have presented its bills, have been paid 
t» the mast prompt and l^eral manner. It most also be .borne in mind, that the pressure or the times would of 
itsetf he • sufBcient excuse for many things, which, at a"inore propitious moment, would be deemed inconsistent 
with the rules of fhir and honorable business ; and abof4 all, that the course pursued in this pnrticular instance, 
is adopted for the express purpose, not of injuring, but of indemnifying the public. THE BANK IS ABL£ TO 
PAT, and intends to pay its notes, but it supposes thi^ the honest yeomanry, who compose the " bone oM rristle" 
of ihe land, are entitled to every accommodation, in pnference to greedy specniators and arrojfant numied arisU^- 
eracies. Those too who have "poisoned the diylice^^have no reason to complain, if with retrthutive justice, U is 
** presented to their lips ;" nor even if they are eompmed to taste a portion, of its contents. 

* After the W. and W. Bank had shut iu doors for several years and bought hi its own unsaleable pnper, it opened 

them again Jacob Barker, Jesse Hoyt. Fitzgreene Hnlleck, and B. F. Bntler being still connected with it On 

tbe 39Ch of l>ecember 1836, Mr. 6. R. Barker, calmer, wrote fVom the Bank to Mr. Bntler, as follows :~Dear 8ir— 
Tilts will be handed you by J. F. Shirrill who goes to Albany for the purpose of procuring some specie. I want 
#3000. and send tou that amount in bills. Mr. [JocobJ Barker says he has written Mr. Olcott on the subject. I 
ilMuId not trouble mnt, but want the business done eorTeetfy, and fear to trust ft alone with Mr. Shirrill. I send a 
draft (br ^3000 ; which, if Mr. O. prefers, y«iu will please hand him— but I should prefer his taking the notes. If 
you have to give him the draft you will please deposite the notes in the M. and F. Bank, to Aur credit, which will 
make a specie deposit of that amount in Albai^. G. R. KARKER, Cashier 
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P. S.— If Schuylcr'i note was payable here, I would take Waahington and Warren gladly, but 
by hia own act he has made it payable in Albany. Now let him pay wluit they will take, ex- 
cept I will take it in J Plattaburg and } current—-} Burlington, J current. If he has our notes 
let him present them. If not pnid, vtrite Baird that it must be done forthwith, or he will be 
SU£D — ^Baird will make him pay it. 

Chancellor Kent scolded — Clinton declared to he raving mad — ** Fair and Proper calls,'* 
[No. 31.] Sandy Hill, July 14, 1819. 

To J. Hoyt. — Dear Sir : Send the enclosed by the boat to-morrow — all goes well. The 
Chancellor's decision, in my opinion is disgraceful, partial, unjustifiable — (inter nos.) I pay from 
$700 to $1000 daily— chiefly in specie— »a<Mr^iiig all FAIR AND PROPER calls. 

I yesterday tried the Replevin over again, and after a prodigious hard conflict obtained the 
inquisition. This secures the estate. The lease did not arrive in time for the trial, as I had it 
at Lake George. Got through summing up at 11 o'clock — Jury out till after 1, A. M. — tough 
business I can assure j^ou. After Bank hours, rode through sun and dust to Lake George — 12 
miles — tried the cause— up till 2, A. M.— up again at J past 4 — ^hon^e before bank hours. 

CLINTON IS RAVING MAD, BESIDE BEING A FOOL, But I have no time for more. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

Capt. Coffin's letter contains cash. Let me know whether the Comptroller found the account 
<rf public monies received by the Attorney Greneral [M. V. Bui«n] during my agency, correct. I 
fumiahed it last mail. (Sent by Mr. Bacon.) 

"From Grave to Gay— from Lively to Severe,**—" Orator Puff had two tones to his voice:* 
[No. 32.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., care of Jacob Barker, Esq., New York.* % 

SAwny Hill, July 21, 1819. 
My Dear Sir : I condole with you most sincerely. I commend jrou to Him who is able to 
bind up the broken heart — who alone can give you consolation in your distress — whose will is 
righteous, and whose mercy is unbounded. I HAVE NO TIME FOR MORE. 

Yows most truly, B. F. BUTLER. 
Postscript. I have of this date written to Jacob Barker, Esq., stating my situation and pres- 
suag him to furnish me one thousand dollars at least in spede, to reach me by the 30th inst. If 
my letters are not received, please inform him of this postscript, and add that it is absoluteiif 
necessary. 

To Hoytf on paying in a slow way ! 
[No. 33.] Saratooa Springs, Aug. 24th, 1819. 

Dear Sir: * » * * » Your brother [Lorenzo Hoyt,] has charge of the 
Bank during my absence — Mr. Barker left us this morning for the south. » * » » * The 
Bank will go on paying daily, IN A SLOW WAY, until Mr. B. [Barker] is able to give mo 
some liberal assistance — and in the meantime I shall take it slow and easy for tlie future, without 
laboring as I have done for the two ihonths past, which have been in every respect the most la- 
borious and perplexing of my life. I felicitate myself, however, with the reflection, that I have 
relieved MANY HUNDREDS of persons who would have been almost ruined if we had stopt 
as Mr. Barker advised me — that I have kept up PARTIALLY the credit of the paper O" in 
the vicinity of the Bank, which in the event of stopping would have been at 50 or 60 per cent 
discount — and, that in all that I have done, I have been actuated by a sincere desire to promote 
the interests of my employer, and the welfare and preservation of the community. » » * * 

In haste, your friend, B. F. BUTLER. 

Preserve the Bank! — Butlefs character lowered — Hoyt exhorted to repentance — Sahhath 

Keeping — Wisdom* s Ways. 
[No. 34.] [To Jesse Hoyt, Esq.] Sandy Hill, Nov. 16, 1819. 

My Dear Sir: Yours of the 11th is just received — I enclose a power of attorney which I pre- 
sume will answer. Your letter of the 5th was received last week ; but being called away for 
the two next days, and considerably engaged since my return, I had not found it convenient to 
acknowledge its receipt. I shall not prietend to deny yoyr right to complain of my silence, but 
at the same tune, I must retort the charge ; and I presume you will admit that there is full as 
much ground for it in one case as in the other. I have no doubt of the multiplicity of your con- 
cerns, nor of your industry and perseverance ; and I hope most sincerely they will be rewarded 
by that success to which they are justly entitled ; but I believe you cannot have had so perplexing 
and arduous a tour of duty as mine has been for the last six months. Indeed, I am certain that 
no poor wight ever labored more sincerely for the public good, or received more of public censure 

"^Wben it becanoe 4lident Umt Mr.Barker would neither purchase the " godci uiil ** of the broken Bank of Nio^ra, 
ai BttffiUo, Dor sustain the Washiogtoii and Warren Bank, Mr. Hoyt removed from Albany to New York to prac- 
tiee kw, bavinc takmi outlioeneoa, at an attonsf^-law, aad as a lolicitor-in-chancerv. 
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and abuse. For the last seven or eight weeks, however, we have had comparatively quiet timefl, 
and I have had some leisure for law reading and law labor. 

You are right in supposing that the late catastrophe (for I consider it the end of that drama) 
in the Exchange Bank, is a common misfortune. To me especially it is a great one. / kttd 
cheerfully suffered the depreciation o/OUR PAPER, that Mr. B. [Barker] might in the mean- 
time bend all his efforts to the Exchange Bank, and in the resumption of payment there, hoped 
for the most auspicious results. The matter is past mending, and no doubt it is all for tlie best. 
We continue paying daily in a small way, more to relieve the sufferings of community than for 
any other purpose. The credit of the paper is very low in this country — ^hardly any one takes 
it at par — and were it not for the small payments of which I spoke, no one of my neighbors 
would have any confidence in the ultimate solvency of the institution. Some few, inferring fiiom 
what has been done and what is now doing, that the intention is TO PRESERVE THE BANK, 
are rather disposed to think favorably of the concern ; but their numbers are not great. Fortu- 
nately, however, by our redemptions and collections, we have got in nearly all the paper in cir- 
culation in this part of the State, and there is now but little more than half as much out as there 
was when the troubles commenced. The most interesting and gratifying part of your letter, was 
that in which you gave us reason to look for you here in December. We shall rely with cer- 
tainty on your coming up ; and if a cordial reception can make your visit a pleasant one, you 
will most assuredly find it so. Indeed, I can say most truly, there is no one of my quondam 
friends that I am more anxious to see than yourself. By the bye, my character is so depreciated 
at Albany (according to report) that but few of my old acquaintances would acknowledge or re- 
ceive me. Some of them, I hear, have the kmdness and condescension to compassionate and 
pity me, while others consider me full as bad as Jacob Barker, which in these days is considered 

a pretty severe specimen of invective and reproach. So be it. 

• ... 

They cannot rob me of free nature's grace, 
They cannot shut the windows of the sky. 
They carmot bar my constant feet to trace 
The woods and lawns, by living stream at eve ; 
Of fancy, reason, nrtue, nought can me bereave. 

I am sorry to observe that you are obliged to turn casuist in order to reconcile your Sunday 
labors to your own sense of duty. You may remember what Sir Mathew Hale said on that 
subject, " That he tried both plans, and from experience could say, that no man ever gained any- 
thing in the end, or furthered his business, by attending to it on the Sabbath.** 

I know that you have had many, and severe misfortunes to contend with ; but I think there is 
a better method of consolation to be found than the one you have adopted. No doubt the poig- 
nancy of distress is often lessened and destroyed by the hurry of business and the active employ- 
ment of the mind, and therefore those remedies should frequently be adopted — but no true con- 
solation can ever be derived from anjrthing that requires the neglect of a religious duty. The 
ways of wisdom, and of wisdom only, " are ways of pleasantness" — her paths, and hers only, 
" are paths of peace.** Mrs. Butler joins in affectionate remembrance. 

Truly yours, B. F. B. 

Piou^ exhortations to Jesse Hoyt-^Trouhle at the Bank — The Attorney makes his debut. 
[No. 35.] Sandy Hill, Dec. 17, 1819. My Dear Sir: * * [a private paragraph omit- 
ted.] * * I am sensible you have had many difficulties to contend with — many privations to 
endure — many afflictions to submit to— but that all has been right and just, however severe and 
paitiful it may have seemed, is no less the acknowledgment of REASON, than the dictate of 
REVELATION. The former assures us that the BEING who formed and upholds the natural 
world, 80 full of order, regularity, aud excellence — who supports his creatures with every ?ood of 
life — " who makes all nature beauty to the eye and music to the ear," must be Righteous and 
Benevolent ; while the latter represents him as vindicating the mysteries of His Providence by 
saying, " What I do now thou knowest not, but thou shalt know hereafter.*' 

We have been much troubled by visitors at the Bank for the 10 days past. The Court of 
Common Pleas, which sat in the village a part of two weeks, has jnst adjourned. You can hard- 
ly conceive how much I was vexed and molested. Every man who owned a dollar of our paper 
made a point of bringing it along. I made my debut as an attorney — was employed in two 
causes which I tried and argued, and had very good success. There is but little law business 
doing in this county. Such complaints you never heard from lawyers, of the dullness of the 
times and the scarcity of money. Most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

Butler's Pious Sympathy — Halleck initiated in W, 4j W. Banking. 
[No. 36.] Sandy Hill, Jan. 3. 1820. 

Dear Hoyt : We regret very mi)ph that Mr. Halleck has made his visit, and is reluming with- 
oat yon ;••••• gnd our hppettli&t He " who tempers the wind to the 
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abom lamb" will enable you to sustain your misfortunes with dignity and patience, and make 
your future lif^ more bappy than your fondest wishes could anticipate. Mr. Halleck has been 
with us a week, and I must really say that we have been greatly delighted with him. His ge- 
nius and acquirements render him a most agreeable and instructive companion. I envy you the 
pleasure you must derive from a full and uninterrupted intercourse with such a man. He can 
tell you all a'oout our Banking concerns.* Most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Jeate Hoyt.^Builer would be the JtUitu Caaar of Sandy HiUr-^ a Bucktail-^Self. 
[No. 37,] Hudson, Feb. 7th, 1820. 

Dear Friend : The release for Mr. Youle is enclosed. We have no Commiseioner at our m7- 
lage (the men Jit for it being chiefly BucktaiU^ and T therefore brought it with me. » » * * ♦ 
• * • I am much obliged to you for your letter and the pamphlets. One of the latter I saw at 
Mr. Van Buren's last week, which he had from you. " For thoughts that breathe and words 
that bum** it is almost without a rival in modem political publications. I must confess that I 
have been guilty of considerable negligence, and frequent violations of punctuality. You are 
THE ONLY PERSON to whom I ever write^ except on busineee topics, and perhaps 1 should 
write less frequently than I now do were it not for the occasional necessity of the correspondence. 
Not that I dislike the employment, or have forgotten the friend — neither is the case. 

I have a tolerable prospect of getting a livelihood by my profession at Sandy Hill, the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Skinner and his consequent desertion of the bar, having left room for some other 
person. I have taken his office, but whether I shall fill his place remains to be seen. / have 
been urged to hold myself in reserve untU spring and then remove to New York with an old 
friend of ours, (M. Van Buren), but I prefer remaining where I am. " A rolling stone gathen 
no moss," and though I certainly would not have gone from Albany had I known what would 
follow, I have too much pride to keep always on the move— Hind upon the whole do not regret 
the removal. Besides, I doubt whether it would be advisable to locate myself in New York, 
even with the aid of wealth and talents.' The saying of CtBsat*s, that he would rather be the 
first in a small village than the second at Some, is a fair expression of the sentiments of most 
men. At New York I could never hope to be even the SECOND — where I am [Sandy Hill] 
perhaps it may not be too presumptuous to aspire to higher honors. I believe Mr. Van Buren 
does not wish to have it known that he removes to New York in the Spring, therefore, if yon 
have not already heard of it, you will please consider what I say as inter nos. I am fearful that 
Mr. Barker's misfortunes will prevent you from realizing all the prospects you indulged in when I 
last saw you. Fray inform me all about it. You know that my interest in your welfare is very 
great, and that nothing would give me more pleasure than to hear of your success. Do you med- 
dle with politics 7 Or are you a silent spectator of the conflict ? 

Since my resolution to get all the law business I could, and to present myself before the pub. 
lie in that capacity, I have thrown off the restraints I had before preserved with regard to an in- 
terference in County affairs, and have engaged with some warmth, but pure intentions {as I hope,) 
in the political warfare. 

Education, habit, inclination and principle all conspire to make me A BUCKTAIL. I have no 
sinister views to gratify — no resentments to satiate — no other object but the well being of the 
State — therefore my endeavors shall be to confine myself within the golden rule, of " doing to 
others what I would have them do to me." 

I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, stating that the bank was unable to pay me the sal- 
ary I have hitherto received any longer, which is what I have been compelled to look for for 
some time past, and which will render my prospects rather gloomy, owing to the large amount 

I have advanced for . Were I troubled with nobody's debts but my own I should care 

less about it. Still I think I can in time get a living by my profession. 

This letter is filled with nothing but SELF from beginning to end — a lamentable proof of ego- 
tism, than which nothing is more unsufferable. Do you never expect to visit us at Sandy Hill ? 
Please present to Mr. Halleck my best respects, and believe me, dear sir, yours sincerely, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

Tb Jesse Hoyt — on Law — Jacob Barker, Judge Edmunds, Mr. Van Buren, the election and 

Judge Van Ness. 
[No. 38.] Albany, March 17, 1820. 

My Dear Friend : I have been here for three or four days. My business was to meet one of 
Aat drove of steers which brpke into the enclosure of the Court of Chancery some lime before I 

*Mr. Fit! Oreene HaHeek to Mr, L. Hovt, at Albany. New York, May 1, 1829.— Dear Sir— I send by the 
iteamboat Victory which leaves here this afternoon at 5 o*clock, a box containing hank notes addressed to George 
R. Barker, Bandy Hill, which we shall be much obliged by your forwarding to him by the very first opportunity. 
I wish you to keep o memorandum of all the expenses you are at, and the various transactioas you attend to, and 
make suitable chnrge therefor. It is all for account of corpt.rations " which have no souk," whose stockholders 
' expect confidential services of this kind to be performed without paying. 

Your aiMiisd fUead, P. 6. HALLBCK, for jMob Barksr. 
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Iftft you. I have done nothing since I have been here but hear and talk politics. They seem to 
engross the whole soul of every person I meet with. For myself, though I feel some interest and 
teke something of an active part at home, yet I must confess I am heartily sick of the etemat 
ding dnng which is kept up at this place by the more noisy of both parties, and shall get hama 
as soon as possible. It is but seldom that I hear from our friend Mr. Barker, for the very sub. 
Btantial reason, as I suppose, that he has nothing to communicate. Do you think he v^ill be dis- 
charged in April ? And can you form any sort of estimation as to the ultimate result of his af- 
fairs 1 Please give me all the information you have on his concerns, and your own as connected 
with his, in which you know J take a deep interest. 

Since forming my connection with Mr. Mussey, I have considered it important that I shoakl 
be admitted as a Counsellor as soon as possible. I have been gone all winter, while I ought to 
have been preparing for the examination. If I can prepare myself you may look for me in May. 
I do not yet precisely know what are Mr. Van Barents expectations, nor do I believe he does 
himself. It is very probable that he will spend part of the summer in settling up his aifairs in . 
this part of the state and in Columbia. Mr. Edmonds, who is now with him, has had soms 
conversation with him on the subject of business at New York, but I have no apprehennooM 
that he would form a connection with 90 young a practitioner. 

1 am sorry for your sake to hear such poor accounts of professional business at New York. 
We have something to do at Sandy Hill, and I think our office has its share. If I can once get 
myself into such a run of business as to provide for my family, I doubt whether I ev^r engage in 
any other pursuit. The more I become acquainted with the law, the more my attachment to it 
increases. We ha.ve a great many lawyers in our county — ^many of them great spouters — some 
of them very re^;)ectable in point of talents. The popular prejudice against the profession is 
also very great among us. It is^rarely ever that a lawyer is nominated for the Legislature — bat 
perhaps that may arise as much from the state of parties in our county, where both have beea 
about equal in strength for many years — as from any other cause. Still I think my prospects as 
good there as they wouid be elsewhere, and as yet I am content with my location. 

I never knew party ^lirit so very warm as it now is in this quarter, and probably the Election 
will be a very sharp one. The accounts from all parts are very favorable to the election of 
Tompkins. I consider it very certain. The old Lieutenant Governor, as I understand, begins 
to regret that he has suffered himself to be linked with Clinton, but cannot unbind the knot* 
The Legislature are doing nothing of any consequence, since the committees from the two 
Houses have reported on the accounts of the Vice President. [Tompkins.] 

The Committee of Inquiry intended to report next week, but as Judge Van Ness has not yet 
returned, I do not believe they will be ready. That concern looks very dark for his Honor. If 
he is innocent he has been very unwise in the course he has adopted. If he shall be convicted, 
ultimately, what a degrading circumstance it will be for the judicial character of our State ! It 
was once our pride and ornament — but how are the confidence and respect of the public to be 
preserved when its members are suspected, much less when they are arraigned for ** high 
crimes and misdemeanors V* In truth, your very sincere friend, B. F. BUTLER. 



To J. Hoyt, Van Buren and Butler, Counsellors and Attorneys at Law — Albany — Providence 
— Worth's Foems — Vander Hey den, 
[No. 39.] Albany, May 27, 1820. 

My Dear Sir : I have been here two or three days for the purpose of seeing Mr. Van Buren. 
You may have heard that it was my intention to remove forthwith to Albany; if not, I take 
this occasion to inform you that / have agreed to resume the law business with Mr, Van Buren, 
and shall locate myself in this place as speedily as possible after the 1 5th of next month. I 
think I have every prospect I could desire. Mr. Van Buren says he will not abandon his pro- 
fession ; and if he remains in it he can get as much business as we can attend to. He offets 
me one half of the Chancery, as well as the other business, which you will recollect is much 
better than our former terms; and as our Chancery Suits will be the most numerous and 
profitable, it appears to me that I cannot but succeed. My admission as Counsellor will also 
enable me to attend to small motions in term, inquests at circuits, &c. &c., which, as my 
acquaintance is very general throughout the state, will be something towards the current 
expenses of the year. With the assistance of PROVIDENCE, / am fully resolved never 
again to abandon or withdraw from myprofession, and to pursue such a course of study, industry 
and perseverance as shall make me a lawyer in time, if it is possible to make a lawyer out of 
such materials as I am composed of. It is with great reluctance that I leave Sandy Hill ; 
the situation of that most charming village, the kindness of its inhabitants, from whom I have 
received every attention, and ABOVE ALL a sincere desire to comply with the wishes of our 
friend Mr. Barker, all induced me to remain, but I am satisfied that I ought not to pass by the 
present opportunity of establishing myself in the profession. I wrote Mr. Barker fmm Sandy 
HiU, but have not had the pleasure of hearing from him. Please inform him that I wish 
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to rengn on the 15th June, and to leave the next day if I can. Every day I procruUnate is 
■n injury. We have so little lime allotted us in this world, and that little is so uneertaiMt that 
it becomes important to take it by the "forelock." 

I havejuat seen a poeiii by G. A. Worth, entitled "American Bards,** which I have skimmed 
over with deep regret. There is not a line of merit in the whole book. It would eeem that 
genius declines and degenerates in the woods, for Worth, when in New York, was a fine 
writer — brilliant in prose, and more than tolerable in poetry. Even in the notes there is 
nothing of that vivacity and elegance wliich distinguished the Correctors. 

Our friend Van Der Heyden is looking out for the Clerk's Office, fur the next Assembly. Do 
give him all the help you can. Horace Merchant is to be his deputy, so that the objection of 
Clark, that he is a raw hand, &,c. &c., is wholly obviated. Clark reports him as a federalist. 
Please contradict that falsehood. Van Der Heyden is a fine fellow and a man of talents — and 
deserves encouragement, not only on that account but also for his filial and fraternal afiection. 

I riiall get to Albany in time to take the ** laboring oar'* in the Hart cause, and also in the 
Platner suit, in both of which I shall probably be solicitor. And as for politics, I give you 
notice that I intend to leave you and the other champions to fight it out, having neither time 
nor inclination to buckle on the armor, though I may possibly always carry a small sword 
about me. Present my best respects to your sister and brother. 

Yours affectionately, B. F. BUTLER. 

To J. Hoyt. — Van Bwren h; his Clerks — Lorenzo Hoyt — Barker's last offer, 
[No. 40.] Albahy, Jane 34, 1830. 

Dear Frieiid : I thauk you fur your kindness in attending to uiy Bouck cause. The letter en- 
ckieing the [wrong or wing] bill and the decree, oame to me charged $111 postage- I mention 
this for no other reason, than that you may be informed of the carelessneas of the person by 
whom you jent iu The letter to Judge Piatt I wilt deliver. He is on the tour of the Nortfaem 
circuit — holds the Washington circuit this week — ^the Troy circait next week, and I shall very 
probably see him on hia return. I have been here three or four days->-fennd every thing in an 
elegant state of confusion, but have got pretty much arranged for bnsineM. Take it all together, 
we have the pleasantest establishment in the city, if not in the state. We occupy the whole 
lower fioor of the Secretary's house. Mr. Van Boren haa the front room, vdth the library. I 
keep my office in the back room, which is cool and pleasant, besides being better adapted for 
study than the other. We have two students beeideB Lorenzo. A young man, a brother of 
Caldwell (Gourlay's son-in-law) who has been 18 months in our office, and ia a sedate, attentive, 
and, I expect, useful clerk — and a son of the loud talking Pugsley, who is a wild fellow, and 
whom 1 keep on condition of good behaviour. So fiir, he has not forfeited his engagements. If 
Lorenzo remains with Mr. Van Buren, I will, with great pleasure, pay particular attention to 
him. He is digging away at Blackstone, which I shall permit him to continue until I get my 
books from Sandy Hill ; then I shall set him about reading a course of history, and studying this 
latin grammar. At his age, a knowledge of general history may be easily acquired. The mem* 
ory, which is the principal faculty concerned in its acquisition, is then vigorous and unburdened 
by the various knowledge and the distracting cares of riper years. He is a very fine boy, and I 
think will do well. He has not the genius nor the energy of his brother, but at the same age is 
much his superior. (You may think this no great compliment to yourself, but pray remember 
that you are one of those whose talents were buried in bales of cotton and hogsheads of rum, 
until dragged from obscurity by the " strong arm of the law.") 

When Mr. Barker was at Sandy Hill, he offered to accede to the terms I proposed when at 
New York, or even to double them if necessary — but I was not at liberty to receive the benefit of 
his good wisheSm I now consider myself pretty permanently settled at Albany ; and I think, at 
all events, I shall never leave the law for Banking or any other pursuit. I now feel the same ardor 
and^fondness for my profession that a lover does towards his mistress, after having been sep- 
arated from her society. (By tlie bye, they say you can understand the force of this simile, and 
fetl it too, when absent from New York. How is this?) Do let me -see yon this summer. 
And believe me, most sincerely your friend, B.F.BUTLER. 

To Hoyt. Law — Chancery Practice — Mr, Van Buren and his mortgage — the Albany folks. 
[No. 41.] Albany July 19, 1820. 

Dear Fkilxd, ***** We are boarding nt Mr Jones,' directly opposite our office, 
(Gilbert Stewart's house,) where we have very pleasant lodgings. Our departure from Sandy 
Hill was so sudden, tliat we left all our furniture in the house, and for the present shall continue 
to board out. 

As to business, I have enough to keep me very busy— chiefly in Chancery — old and new. It 
would be well enough were it not so long before the cash was realized. But it must come some 
day or other. I think my expectations will not be disappointed. At all events, as I told you 
before, 1 am for the Law and nothing else— and I regret now that Mr. Van Buren ever thought 
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of leaving his profession, which you know was what put it into my head to leave him I think 
I shall make my debut at August term in the argument of some motions and cases. Though ■■ 
to the last I am rather squeamish. Mr. V. B. is certainly very desirous to assist me. He has 
several' heavy causes in which he insists on my speaking. 

Hike Albany about as little as you do — and, with the exception of a few persoM who are ww^ 
Ihy of eeteenit have very little to say to the goodly inhabitants of this renowned metropolis. I 
think the eastern junto the most disagreeable of them. They are generally bigots in politics^ 
and nery full of prejudice and envy. 

Lorenzo is a very fine youth. I have got him at the Latin Grammar, in which he makes toI<' 
erable progress. I shall pay particular attcn^on to him. I have paid $1.25 for the order to the 
Register, so that you owe me 25 cents. My compliments to Mr. Barker, &c. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 
[No. 42.] To the same. Albany July 26, 1820. 

Dear Fnend : I am about filing 'a bill to foreclose the mortgage held by Mr, Van Buren 
against the Kane property, tp which Judge Livingston and Messrs. Blackwell and McFarlane 
must be parties. To avoid costs in oaae Uiey should difK;laim, it is necessary to tender thom re. 
leases. I herewith send you the releases, and if it is not top much trouble must call on you to 
present them to the gentlemen above named, with an explanation of the object for which they 
were prepared. I do not believe they will execute them, tho' they would save trouble if they 
should. They will never get anything from the mortgaged premises, nor from any other of 
Kane*s property, and might as well release it. Nothing new. 

Yours most C ordially, B. F. BUTLER. 

To HeiyU mb atruggling at the Bar — Judges like to dine — Van Buren the Erskine of America, 
[No. 43.] Albany, August 9, 1890. 

Pear Sir — Yours of the 5th went round by the way of Troy, so that I did not receive it until 
this day— 4>ut, as I had no opportunity to Boake the motion on Monday, no harm results. 

I took my place in such a position as I rapposed woald ensure me a hearing, but unfortunately 
there were some tedious fellows ahead of me who took up so much time that when my neighbour 
next above me was reached it was just on the stroke of three ; and you know how eager omr 
Judge9 are for the eomfartt of a good dimur. If I ha«l not received yours I should have pro* 
cured an order to stay proceedings. I hope you will not fiiil to stay virith us at Jones's while at 
Albany. I shall not be able to accompany you to the Springs — neither time nor funds would 
permit* ..The truth is, I am poor, and I mean to economize, and «««*««! should like to 
join on a tour anywhere except to the Springs, of which I had enough last year. There is a 
great deal of butinefls this term^ but a great part of it is small business such as Certioraris', &c. 

Your New York classmen are a troublesome race— perfect snarlers and marplots. Mr. Van 
Buren Mtande higher througheut the State than he ever did — ^wimess the toasts at the varloua 
celebrations. But if I were in his place I would trouble myself but little about the carpings of 
sudbt men as you name — they can do nothing without him. What would have become of the 
opposition if it had not been for him ? I will say more—if I was Van Buren, I would let politics 
alone. He can be and will be the Erskine of the State, which is an ambition more laudable 
than the desire of political preferment. He yesterday opened a cause in the Supreme Court in 
the moet concise, elegant, and convincmg argument I almost ever heard. Believe me, 

_^^ Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Hoyt. — Law tedioua — Judge Spencer uncourteoue^Butler too forward, 
[No. 44.] Thursday, 17th August, 1820. 

My Dear Friend ; * * * * »" The Court gets along very slowly with 
the Calendar. There are 400 causes, and they begin this morning at 71. I have done nothing 
more than oppose a mption, in which I was successful — but to-morrow expect to make some 
provided I can get a hearing, I attempted it last week, but His Honor, the Chief, [meaning it 
is presumed, Ambrose Spencer,] in his milo way, told me to wait until my seniors had l^n 
heard ; and as I was the youngest Counsellor at the Bar, perhaps this was right ; but it excited a 
great deal of observation among the bar, and is generally spoken of as not very liberal nor 
proper. 

I really don* I know how it ie; hut I am coneidered, by some persons, as possessed of a re- 
markabU degree of forwardnen, t;c. £(e.,- merely because I am unwilling to remain forever at 
the foot of the professional ladder. However, if my life is spared, 1 shall grow older every day, 
and therefore, sometime or other will be entitled to a hearing. 

My causes on the Calendar, which are three, will not be reached this term. 

Most tr uly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

Fifty Dollar Fees scarce — Judges Woodworth {j Spencer talked about, 
[No. 45.] To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Wall St. Albany, Oct. 12, 1820. 

Dear Sir — 1 am happy to hear c^ your success — and hope it may continue — $50 and $100 



THE ORGANIZED CORPS, BtTCKTAIL COUNCILS, AND ENVIOUS LAVnTERS. 167 

fees are not very plenty in this part of the country, at least not with young lawyeA. Our circuit 
Btill continues. Judge Woodworth, in person and in business — »* Like a wounded snake, drags 
his slow length along." He has given very general dissatistaction this court. * • » 
» * » » The ciiy has been full of farmers, &c., these two days — at a cattle show 
—but I have seen nothing of it myself. Chief Justice Spencer delivered a speech on the occa- 
sion, hy way^ at I snpposCf of preparation for the period when he will be compelled to retire to 
the shades of pntate life. » » » In haste, yours, truly, B.F.BUTLER. 

[In another letter, April, 1819, Mr, Butler tells Mr. Hoyt, that « The appointment of Judgp 
Woodworth is universally reprobated here ; without any exceptions, except the Clintonians.**] 

[No. 46.] To Hoyt, on Noah 6j on Caucus Nominations. Albaxy, Nov. 7, 1820. 
Dear Sir : At the cnuoiis lost evening, 68 Republican members of Assembly were present. 
Two very staunch republicans absent — ^not yet arrived— «o that we shall not lose a single man. 
Mr. Sharp agreed on for Speukcr. Mr. Vanderheyden for Clerk, 45— to 23 for A. [ Aoron] Clark. 
The votes to.day will be unanimous, and overy thing will go as it ought to. The Council did 
not meet yesterday. Mr. Noah will attend to your leeter-«4io takes great interest in it. I 
have not been able to see either Mr. B. or Mr. D. 

In haste, most truly, yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Jesse Hoyt, Henry ^ Campbell defeated — Van Buren ^ ButUrnot very busy^^^CUnton's 

abusive Message. 
[No. 47.] [per Counsellor Caines.] Albany, January 18, 1821. 

Dear Sir: # # * » # We have bad a very tedious Session. The Court 
have been principally occupied with non-enumerated business, and have been ablo to reach only 
No. 98, on the Calendar. There was no business of interest except some pretty important mo« 
tions — among others, a motion to quash all our acir. fa. pirocecrdings-in Otsego, which was fully 
argued by Mr. Campbell and Mr. Henry for, and myself against it. This was the firot cavse of 
any importance I ever argued in the Supreme Court, and this was the most interesting matter 
before the Court. I made out tolerably well. I believe, and was heard very patiently for near 
two honrs. The motion will not be decided until next term. 

I was sorry to hear from you in so sombre a strain as that which pervaded one of your late let. 
ters. I hope, however, that with tho new year your prospects will revive — and I have no doubt 
that industry and merit tike yours will command, as it certainly deserves, sucoess. 

We [Van Buren & Butler] are doing hardly any business-^what we have is in CHANCER V, 
and THE EXPENSES ARE SO HEAVY AND THE PROCEEDS SO LONOIN COMING, 
that my present hopes are confined to a bare subsistence. The only consolation is, that I am 
making, as I think, some progress in professional knowledge, of wliich one day or other, I may 
reap the benefits. 

There is every prospect of a stormy sepsion. The Governor [De Witt Clinton.] has eommnnl* 
cated the documents relative to THE ORGANIZED CORPS, accompanied WITH A VERY 
ABUSIVE MESSAGE. This business will injure him greatly throughout the Union, 

I don't think I shall be an applicant for any thing this winter— certainly not if I can ^t a liv- 
ing without, which I hope may be the case, Mr. Esleeck is the most prominent candidate for 
the office of District Attorney, and feels confident of success, and will probably be appointed. 

I hope to see you soon at Albany, when we shall expect yon to stay with us. * « « 

With sincere regard, yours, B. F. BUTLER, 

[To J, Hoyi]. The Buektail Council very unpopular — Albany near a rebellion, 

[No. 48.] Albany, Feb'y 20, 1821. 

My Deab Friend— ***** I hope the Council will soon finish all they have to do, 
as the excitement produced by their hibors is very great, and the difficulty of pleasing everybody 
very strikingly illustrated. You will have seen by the time this reaches you, that they have 
given me an office — without any trouble or exertion on my part— »or much on the part of mv 
friends. The minor sppointments for this city have given great dissatisfiiction, and it is as much 
as we can do to keep the people from open rebellion. Of all this, however, say nothing^BB I 
hope a few days of reflection will compose the angry elements. To judge from the violent 
expressions of those who are disappointed, one would think that our prospects for next Spring 
were rather blank— fti/< you know it is the genius of Democracy alwhys to be impetuous and 
sometimes to be rash. I have only time to say that you are always one of those fpr whose 
health, happiness, and future prosperity I feel the liveliest solicitude, &e. &c. &r. 

B. F. BUTLER. 

A close Election — the Chances stated — Disaffection to the Buekfails. 
[No. 49] To Jesse Hoyt Albany, March 3. 1821. 

Dear Hoyt : Having been engaged in a long and tedious Court of Sessions, I have been 
nnable to write you sooner. Notwithstanding the dissatisfaction which prevails in many parUl 
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of the State, I think we hajp a fair chance of success. Dutchess is not yet to be abandoned^- 
Saratoga is certain — ^Essex ditto-^Cayuga may be hoped for — Grenesee and Niagara promise 
faYorabiy — Ulster and Sullivan may perhaps be lost by the nomination of Sudam. There is 
a faint proaptci of success in the new counties erected from Ontario. The other counties may 
stand as they did last year, except Montgomery and Queens. In the former we have strong 
hopes of electing our whole ticket. As to the latter, you have better means of information than 
I have. For my own part I set it down as against us. 

It is not to be denied that di$affection prevails in some counties, and indifierence in others — 
and as our adversaries will strain every nerve to the utmost, they may secure the state. 

In the Bastern District we sliall elect our Senator, having a most nabU ticket, while the 
Clintonians have a wretched one. Probably Seymour may be elected in the Western, tho' there 
is not roach hope of it. The election will be close, and some of our friends give it up, though 
without sufficient reaaon. * * * * In haste, truly youn, B. F. BUTLER. 

Tq Jefe Hoyt, or Law, Beligion^ EehoeeCt the Cowrt of Errors, b^c. 
[No. 50J Albany, April 2, 1822. 

My Dear mend : I am glad to hear of your safe return from Washington, and have to thank 
yon for your letter from that place. I regret that you lost the opportunity of arguing your cause 
in the SQpreme Court. It would have been a circumstance equally creditable to you, and grati- 
fying to your friends, to have had you come forward so soon after your admission to the bar, 
in the first court, and against the highest law officer of the nation. 
It is not at all sarprizing that you should know how to appreciate our solicitude for * * * 

* * * Out ehisf preOftr is that she may he prepared for the closing seene^ through 
the Gmee of her Creator and Judge. My dear friend, THIS, after all, IS THE ONLY IM- 
PORTANT BUSINESS OF OUR L1V£S-wni(£ every nsw instance of mortality admonisheu 
Hi to out about it in dus season, 

I am much indebted to you for your attention to the troublesome business of my releases. I 
d« not care whether they are executed or not—the only object is to save costs by tendering them. 
Enclosed is a list of all the judgment creditors of J. Kane who have not released. Please 
mark oppoette to each, the names of those who are absent, and where, so that I may bring them 
in by publication. 

The Court o( Errors yesterday decided the cause I argued there (Manahan vs. Gibbons) in 
fitfor of my clients, (Defendants,) 24 to 4— a great triumph to me, and some little mortification 
to Mt. Henry, who was nnoommonly positive and sanguine. I have argued two, and have 
sevaral other cauaes to argue hi the' Court of Chancery. 

Mn. Butler desires to be afieetionately remembered by you and by Mr. Ward. No one 
stands higher in her estimation than yourself. She thinks you the most ardent friend I have, 
and therefore she feels for yoa as she ought to. I hope to see you in May, but may be disap- 
pointed. In baste, most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

[To J, Hoyt, at New York,] Political scheming-^Instructiona how to keep Power from, tho 
People — NotUi told how to behaw — efforts to elect Crawford, 
[No. 51.] Albany, Jan»y 29, 1824. 

My dear friend — The Electoral Law was to have been taken up in the Assembly to day * * 

* * * *There is no doubt whatever that a majority think it inexpedient to pass the bill, 
and yet they are so hampered by premature conmiitments, and many of them so goaded by their 
constituents, as to render it almost morally certain that they pass it in some shape or other. 
Our reUanee is on the Senate, and we still entertain strong hopes that it will be rejected there 
in whatever form it may come. Still, this is by no means certain, and the greatest caution 
and prudence, as well as the greatest firmness, are required in presenting the subject to the 
Senators. We have not been, and are not, idle ; on the contrary, if ever men labored incessantly, 
the * Conspirators* and the * Regency,' &c., deserve that praise. ****** Make 
a suggestion to Mr. Noah, whkh I trust will not be improperly received by him. It is simply 
to suggest that, for the present, the Advocate should not press the claims nor descant on the 
merits of Mr. Crawford. We have in the two branches of the Legist, about 105 members 
who are thorough-going Caucus men. Of these a majority, beyond all doubt, would prefer 
the nomination of Mr. Crawford, the remainder are for Mr. Clay or Mr. Adams, the smdllest 
number being for tho latter. While these men are willing to abide by a CONGRESSIONAL 
NOMINATION, it is useless to advocate the claims of Mr. Crawford to such a nomination, 
it being cbrtain that if any is made it must fall on him. Besides, by pressing the claims of 
that gentleman you incur the risk of alarming the feelings and encountering tho opposition of 
those firm and honest men who have gone with us nobly so far, and are willing to go with us to 
the end, but who are yet unaccountably wedded to Mr. Clay or Mr. Adams. And though I do 
net believe they could be driven from the resolutions they have concurred in, in favor of a 
Cmciib at Washington, they may yet be induced to give a warm support to the Electoral Law, 
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if th^ become Batisfied, either that their candidatee have no chance of a Caucua Nonaination, 
or that we are determioed to force the claims of Mr. Crawford. Stick to principles ; advocate 
the necessity of adhering to ike old forma and established doctrine* of the party — and express 
the utmost readiness to submit individual preferences to the decision of the Caucus. It will 
be time enough after the nomination, to defend and maintain the character and claims of the 
iuccessfoi candidate. ******/ shxtuld think it injudicious to call meetings on 
this ticklish subject, especially in the country, where the meetings from necessity would be 
more general than v^ith you, and where our opponents would inevitably outmanage and out- 
number us. In your city, however, the line is so distinctly drawn, AND YOUR FORCES 
ARE SO WELL ORGANIZED, tJiat you have nothing of that sort to apprehend. 

If the meeting about to take place should not be more formidable than I think it will be, it 
will not be misunderstood here. Its proceedings will be considered as the voice, not of the 
republican party, but of the supporters of Mr. Wheaton and his colleagues, who are now very 
well understood by the country members — and instead of injuring I think it would render us a 
service if it should stand alone. ***** Still it seems to me that we have nothing 
to gain, and much to hazard by giving to this subject any farther excitement of a popular char- 
acter — 4)ut as Mr. Bowne knows perfectly the state of things here, your Committee should con- 
fer with him fully before they adopt any course definitely. 

I omitted to make another suggestion for Mr. Noah. It is not very serviceable to talk much 
of Burrites, Lewisites, or the High minded. Several of the two former classes are here among 
our best friends ; and as to the latter, Sudam, Bronson, and Wheeler, are as true as steel, in 
the Senate — and Whiting, Hosmer and several others in the Assembly are among our best 
and most hopeful supporters in that House. 

I have npt written to Mr. Barker about his proposition as to voters for Electors. It has been 
mentioned to several, but we doubt the power of the Legislature to pas3 it, and if they have it, 
we are still more apprehensive of its policy, for reasons which on reflection I think wiU occur to 
you. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

I opened this letter to show to Judge S. [Skinner.] 

Young nominated — the Governor's folly in going for the people — the Argus afloat — Barker's 

Conspiracy Trial. 

[No. 52.] To Jesse Hoyt. Albany, April 13, 1824. 

Dear Hoyt — ^Political affairs stand well. The nomination of Young has defeated the plans 
of the opposition; and though I did what I could TO PREVENT ITS NECESSITY, / am 
yet persuaded, that, under edl circumstances, it is the best thing that could be done. You 
will see the two addresses. T^o ours we have more than two-thirds of both Houses — and though 
it does not speak directly of the presidential question, I think its tendency, &,c., can hardly be 
nuscnderstood. If matters go as we expect, there will be a large majority for Mr. Crawford at 
the next session. Indeed it is very certain that he has received a majority of both branches. 
Rely upon it every thing will go well. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. * 

[No. 53.] To Jesse Hoyt. Albany, June 5, 1824. 

My Dear Syj — You have by this time heard the consummation of the Governor's folly by the 
issuing of his proclamation You will see that the Jrg'tw business has been at last ac- 
complished. I was obliged to become responsible for the moderation of the New York paper, and 
to execute a Bond of Indemnity, &c. I have written to Hamilton for it. Do see that it is sent 
■con. Yours ever, B. F. B. 

[No. 54.] To Lorenzo Hoyt, Esq., Albany. New York, Oct. 1, 1826. 

D^Of Sir — Mr. Henry has gone home with an intention of preparing himself in the case of the 
Bana of Plattsburg against Levi Piatt, Wells, and others, (the account cause;) I wish you would 
therefore ***** I have but a moment and few details of the trial, [Jacob Barker and oth- 
ers for a conspiracy to defraud,] must refer you to the papers. They bring down the details to 
yesterday at one o'clock. In the afternoon and evening we had a fine time of it, and when the 
court adjourned last night the cause was left remarkably well for us. I send a paper for Mrs. 
Butler. Mr. Barker has done wonders. Truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Hoyt, on the Law Revisers — Dr. Hosack upset — a successor to Talcott. 
[No. 55.] Albany, Dec. 11, 1827. 

My Dear Sir — I cannot send you copies of the chapters that are to commence on the first of 
January, as passed, as there are but a few extra copies in print. ***** There is nothing 
in them, however, that can interest or affect you, in New York, except Chap, 14, " Of Public 
Health," which mitigates the Quarantine Laws and upsets Dr. Hosack, Chap. 18 cuts up some 
operations that used to be in vogucj but it was so altered by the Legislature as to be entirely 
confined to Corporations hereafter created or rcneioed. 

Incessant occupation has rendered itimpossiblo for me to answer your kind letter. My situa- 
tion as a member of the Assembly will render me ineligible to the office you speak of, in case 
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Talcott [Attorney General] should resign. [See the Constitution :] And even if not disquali- 
fied by that circumstance, i should be unwilling to withdraw my attention from the remaitidiff 
of the Revision [of the laws of N. Y.J which will require all my efforts for some months to come. 
I must get tiiat concern off my hands before 1 set up for any thing else, especially if it requires 
labor. There is, however, little probability that the good people will suffer /or want of eandi^ 
dates. In a case so prominent there are generally enough to grasp for it. In haste, 

Very sincerely yours^ B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 56.] To J. Hoyt, on his claims on him over Duer. Albant, March 19th, 1829. > 

My Dear Sir — I have not been able to furnish Chancellor Walworth with a copy of *B 

answer, my origmal copy having got into that celebrated receptacle of Chancery papers, from 
which nothing is ever to be withdrawn — the draw or bushel basket, (I don'^t know which,) of hie 

venerable predecessor I wish I had time to say something of your last letter, but as 

the hour for closing the mail is at hand I must defer, and if T defer the whole matter will tumble 
into Limbo, for I never can undertake to answer an old letter. You do me injustice in yoUr 
mi)de of stating the case As between you and John Duer I never can hesitate. You are not 
only the oldest friend, but most assuredly HAVE THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE CLAIMS 
UPON ME — claims which I hope to convince you I have not forgotten, and can never forget. 

Mrs. B. continues to think illy not only of the Washington people, but of your arguments in 
its favor. I shall submit the matter wholly to her decision, though my judgment, not less than 
my inclination, tells me she is wrong in some of her objections — if not in all. 

Most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

Maher (like Marcy) to he saved from ruin, and made respectable, 
[No. 57.] Waterford, July 26, 1830. 

To Lorenzo Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, State Street, Albany. 
' My Dear Sir — When I left this morning, I could not ascertain whether Mr. Reynolds had re- 
turned or not. If he has not returned, I must get my cause postponed, and return to assist Mr. 
Ostrander before the Vice Chancellor to-morrow. Let me know by the first stage or mail for 
Ballston. ■ 

Notice should be given at the Post office to send Mr. Van Buren*s letters to Saratoga Springs, 
Those you sent yesterday to ray house are yet there. Will you see them sent back to the Poet 
Office properly directed 1 

Once more. Just as we left this morning, I heard that our excellent friend Maher was deed. 
It occurred to me instantly that I. H. Strong was very well qunUficd for the place of State Libra- 
rian. IT WOULD SAVE HIM FROM RUIN, and make him a respectable living ; and /m|>. 
ing that, he would be a respectable man. I beg you to call on Mr. Flagg, and name him ae a 
candidate for whom I feel a deep interest ; also speak to Mr. Croswell and Mr. Phelps and oth- 
ers. If it can be done, it will be a great affair for Strong. Don't omit seeing Mr. Fla^sr. 

Yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

Noah — Judge Sutherland — D, B. Tallmadgc a Successor to Duer, 
[No. 58.] [Mrs. B. F. Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.] Albany, December 4th, 1830. 

My dear Sir: I am greatly obliged to you for sending me the paper containing the article 
" Albany Institute." I am very much inclined to believe that the author of the address merited 
the rebuke, not because our friend Croswell is mentioned in an honorable manner, but because 
the whole editorial corps were not ingrafted in the note. 

If 1 had written the note, I should not have forgotten Noah — I would have given him a high 
place, for he is certainly entitled to rank, being King and His;h Priest, &,c. &c., of the Jews. 
In his literary store-house, he haa ammunition of all sorts ; and altho' he is too fond of amusing 
us with squibs, he cnn, and does occnsionally, send up a sky-rocket, I write in great haste, ana 
have only time to add that I am al<me widdow yet — and that the very elements seem to conspire 
to keep my loving lord away. Did you ever know such a continued spell of unpleasant 
weuth r? Yours, very sincerely, HARRIETS. 

[So. .59.] [private.] [Mrs. B. F. Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.] 

WAsniNaTON, 18th February, 1834. 
My Dear Sir — You mnsf either work for Judge S. [Sutherland] or yourself, if you do not 
wish Tallmadge lo ge» the office of D. A. [District Attorney.] 

His brother works like ji C:irt-Ht»rfie in the mntter, and things are working well for him. 
Mr. B. [Butler] only yielded to Judge S's cbtims over yours, on account of his (the Judge's) 
peruUarly unj)leri<iant situation in a pecuniary point of view. 

Do help th»» JndGfe. The decision of the matter is to bo left to the N. Y. Members — Repre- 
sentatives and Senators — and they are all pretty mich to a mnn, committed to Tallmadge. 

Great haste, sincerely yours, H. B. 
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Judge Edmonds and Pauperism^Priee to get the Office— -Hoyf 9 troubles.^ 

[No. 60.] [Mrs. B. F. Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.l Washington, Feb. 24, 1834. 

My Dear Sir — I caa only say in relation to the offjce which was the subject of a former letter, 
that you have become a candidate too late in the day for any hopes of success. 

If Tallmadge and Sutherland are set aside, as is very likely- they will be, if the matter is re- 
ferred to the Delegation, / think Mr. Edmonds wilt succeed. 

So far as PAUPERIS i\f is a qualification and recommendation to the favor of party, surely 
you will give in to THE LAST NAMED PERSON. 

But it is a pity, if you really want the ojjice, that you did not say so at the commencement of 
Ae session. You may as well, however, write to Cambreleng, who I hear is committed for you, 
and he will be able to tell you all the difhcalties about the affair. 

PRICE, it is thought by Mr. B. [Butler] will be the person the delegation will unite upon, if 
they cannot agree not to disagree upon either of the first named persons— but I am of opinion 
Edmonds will be the man. 

/ am happy that you can talk so cheerfully of your misfortunes, I hope that you will yet see 
hrighter days though. 

I perceive by one of your letters you are getting to be quite an old man. 

Mr. Butfer still continues strong in the faith (JackBonism) and thinks that all the political 
troubles of the day are necessary to the purification of the body politick. That lessons of wis- 
dom will be learned now (and learned by heart) that will do men good. 
[Here four lines of the lady's MS. are carefully erased. She adds — ] * 

Don't be curtons to know the above — it only showed a little of the old leaven of Federalism, 
which my admission to the Cabinet cannot or has not yet, covered. 

The maU wiU clos« and I must haste. Sincerely yours, H. B. [HARRIET BUTLER.J 



Down with the United States Bank, but we may want another, 

FNo. 61.] Private. [To Jesse Hoyt, Esq.] February 24th, [1834.] 

my Dear Sir — I thank you for all the news Chad enough most of it) in your several letters— 
and most heartily concur with you in all the censures and three.fourths of the abstract notions 
you utter in them. As for supposing that Newbold, George Oriswold, Stephen Whitoey, or any 
of the old federal commercial men, were with us on this occasion, for any other reason tl\an be- 
eaose they found it for their interest to go with us, I never for one single instant had such an 
OBwarran table idea. 

As fbr myself, / have NEVER doubted that THE PRESENT Bank ought \W BY ALL 
MEANS XD to be put down — but, on the other hand, / have never been perfectly satisfied that 
we eotUd get on with the business of the country without SOME SUCH AGENT. But Mr. 
Taney thinks we can, and \Crhe is the judge. Mr. Gallatin also once told me we could — and 
I am desirous TO TRY IT ; because if we can get on without any of this machinery, I think 
it best, to dispense with it, for it always has been, and always will be, abused, no matter who 
controls it, we or our enemies. 

Come what will, we must adhere to the Pres't policy FOR THE PRESENT, even if it sends 
us all into the minority. It would be better to go ten years into the minority than to recharter 
THE Bank, or make a new one [p-NOW. Truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 



Jackson's Proclamation and Protest — American difficulties with Francv. 

[No, 62.]— Extract of a letter, B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt— dated Albany, Dec. 14, 1832. — 
" The President's Proclamation has electrified our whole community. Next to the Declaration 

of Independence, it is the most p state paper our country's have produced." [The 

words lefl' out are torn off the original.] 

[No. 63.]— Extract of a letter from Butler to Hoyt, dated Washington, June 29, 1834.— 
" Mr. Taney and myself were nominated tlfis morning ; Mr. Stevenson is also yet under con- 
sideration. They are very furious in their attacks on Stevenson, and if is bv nn means certain 
they may not call for information about MY SUPPORT OF THE PRESIDENT IN HIS 
PROTEST, &o., in which event Mr. Wright is authorized by me to speak strongly." 

[No. 64] Same to same. Stuyvesant, October Lst, 1834. 

My Dear Sir : I have just received your letter of the 27th, which I found at my father's, on 
my return to-day from Hudson, where I have been for the purpose of aiding our friend Blunt in 
his arbitration. 

I had noticed the information from France, this morning at Hudson, and it l^ad occurred to 
me that the article in the Times, was a judicious comment upon it. Indeed I think it very certain* 
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that the clamor which has exuted in this country against the administration, for the last eight 
months, has really had its influence on the French Chamber. And there is as little reason to 
doubt, that the 'Opposition will oppose any coercive measures which the President may recommendj 
and by their factious course possibly give this matter such a direction as to produce very seriov 
embarrassment. 1 have, however, full confidence that the subject will be well weighed by the 
President and bis advisers : and that the course he may determine on will meet the approbation 
and support of the country. 

I have not thanked you as I ought to have done fo» your letter in relation to Patterson. On 
receiving it, I wrote him, telling him where I was and should be, and a few days ago I received 
$1500 from him, with a very proper letter and a promise to send the balance in a few weeks. 

It was my intention to have left this place to-day or to-morrow for Washington, but Mrs. 6. is 
neither well enough to go with me, nor to be left behind. I shall therefore remain till next week» 
when, if she is sufficiently recovered, (as I hope she will be,) Mrs. B. will accompany me. If 
practicable, I shall endeavor to see you on my way down, and at all events on my return about 
the 22d of October. The Democracy of your city have taken a course which does them infinite 
honor, and must secure them success. With kindest regards to Mrs. H., I am, as always. 

Very truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

Law — Office — Jack8on*9 escape. * 

[No. 65.] [To Lorenzo Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, Albany.] 

WASHiNGToif, February 13, 1835. 

My Dear Sir : I ought long since to have acknowledged the receipt of year letters on the 
Rail Road case, &c. Till the 10th or 15th of March, I shall he incessantly occupied — and even 
if I had Mr. Van Vechten's opening, could not prepare the answering brief. But if you will 
get and send me the points and authorities on the other side, which we are entitled to, as they 
demur, I will prepare the argument on our part, as soon as I get out of the Supreme Court. I 
presume I shall be able to attend the Albany Circuit, as it is altered to April. 

Our friend Chadden is rather hard on me. 1 told him expressly that Mr. Witbeck would 
expect to be re-appointed ; and, if not, that it would belong to Columbia county, as the other one 
has always been given to Greene county. I have also received a letter from him; and, as soon 
as I can get time, will write him. 

You may well say that the President's escape was providentiaL I was walking with Major 
Donnelson, and just behind Governor Dickenson and Major Ravy,* who were next to the Preit- 
dent and Mr. Woodbury — Forsyth and Cass being both absent — and though 1 heard both explo. 
sions, did not see the poor wretch till he was seized. My own impression, at the moment, wae, 
that the pistols had been discharged — the reports being quite loud — and for an instant, I feared 
the President had been wounded, but soon discovered that to be a mistake. It was, as you may 
well conceive, a moment of great excitement. We are all well. 

Very truly, yours, B. F. BUTLER. 



[No. 66.] To /. Hoyty on JackeorCe Caution and Forbearance. Washington, Nov. 26, 1836 
My Dear Sir : The President continues to improve, and by Monday next, I trust, will be able 
to resume the transaction of business, though it must be with great caution and forbearance- — 
qualities for which he is not remarkable — and hence the real danger of his condition. 

Though we have not the precise returns of any one.of the missing States — yet there is no reason 
to doubt the election of Mr. Van Buren. Have not Virginia and North Carolina done nobly? 

Truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

To . Hoytf on Banking and Barker — Opinions change, 
[Nc. 07.^ Washington, January 25, 1837. 

My Dear Sir : I thank you for the loan of your pamphlets, and still more for not exposing me 
to the public. The performance, according to my recollection of it — for I have not yet looked 
through it — was a very jejune one; and besides, was so much mixed up with Mr. Barker's af- 
fairs, as to prevent it from being regarded in any other light than as a plea for thern; and as thef 
went by the board, the public will be apt to conclude that the doctrine of the writer must have 
been bad. In some respects, also, I should no doubt find it necessary to modify, and in others, 
perhaps, to change altogether, the sentiments expressed. Sir, who is there that, on subjects of 
this sort, [Washington and Warren, Barker's Exchange, and similar Banks, it is presumed,] does 
not change his mind more or less in the course of nineteen years — especially if they come be- 
tween twenty. two and forty-one? I mean to examine the thing with some care, and possibly I 
may be willing that some passnges of it should be quoted — but my present impression is, that 
I had better leave it alone. [The rest of the letter is about Colt's fire-arms.] 

Yours, truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

♦ Or Biley. 
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Hogg t9 J. Hoyt, on Speaker Orolius, GenH TaUmage, and ihe Electoral Law. 
[No. 68.] Albany, January Uth, 1824. 

Dear Sir: Your letter was handed tome the morning after the Caucua. I had however, 
anticipated its contents in the course taken in Caucus. Your seven evil geniuses &ncied they 
were to take the country democrats by the hand and lead on a fine dance> but we gave them 
an intimation, that inasmuch as they came from a seaport, they must show a regular clearance 
from the democrats of that port, or be regarded as political pirates. In the Caucus, Mr. Tall- 
mage, assuming the ground of an old democrat, said he could not bear to see his aged, grey 
headed friend, (Croly,) turned out. They had walked together in the reform path, &c. 1 re- 
phed, that he spoke feelingly — it was natural that he had a sympathy for his old friend, and 
should be sensitive on account of his removal, for they both stood upon this floor upon the same 
footing. Mr. Tallmage corrected me as to the fact, and said he did not by any means stand upon 
the same footing with the gentleman from New York. A pretty compliment to his friends, 
« thinks I to myself.'* 

SlWCE THE PASSAGE OF MY RESOLUTION, THE " PEOPLE*' HAVE BEEN AS QUIET AS LAMBS. 

Yours, &c., A. C. FLAGG. 

P. S. Drop us a few tender lines now and then. 

Flagg to J, Hoytf on Youngf Butler and the Elections. 
[No. 69.] Albany, 4 o'clock, November 7, 1827. 

Sir : The canvass of the 5th ward gives Butler 75 majority, the other two of our Assembly 
about 70. Warren not less than 80. 

A letter from Watervliet yesterday, says 200 votes polled that day, and two to one for our* 
ticket. 

A person who left Saratoga Springs yesterday, says it is probable that the Jackson ticket 
Mrili be elected ; Samuel Young opposing the regular nomination, as he understood. 

Returns are momently expected from the other wards ; if received the result will be given in 
this letter ; if not you may rely upon several hundred majority in this city for the Republican 
ticket. Last year it was several hundred the other way. In the 2d ward Butler has 352. 
Hamilton 279. Seventy-three majority over Hamilton, and 148 majority over Dorman. Ver-» 
pUnk, (Rep.) has one majority over Hamilton, and Staats 60 over Dorman. 

Butler's majority in the city over 450 — Warren's will be 500. A. C. FLAGG. 



Flagg to Hoyt, on Selden, Van Buren and the Convention. 
[No. 70.] Albany, March 26, 1832. 

Dear Sir : You will have seen the proceedings of the Convention, and will, I doubt not, be 
gratified with the general results. Bowne had been the prominent man for a State delegate 
before the N. Y. delegation arrived, and a majority of the delegation agreeing upon him, it set- 
tled that matter at once. Your city delegation was kept back until nearly the hour of the meeu 
ing of the Convention — and Selden and a few mischievous spirits among your members, of the 
House, induced your delegation to believe that some contrivances adverse to the city were 
agreed upon here, and that they would have Relegates forced upon them who would not be 
agreeable to them — and Selden did all in his power to throw the Convention into coofiision. 
He was mistaken in his men, and only made himself appear factious and foolish * * * « 
The strong vote of the Convention rebuked the factionists, and all things went off with the most 
entire unanimity, both in the Committees and the Convention. »? 

' The delegates to Baltimore, I have no doubt, form a unit in regard to any measure to promote ' 
the interests of Mr. V. B. and the Old Hero, 

The political afiairs of this State never looked fairer — there is some diversity of opinion as to 
a candidate for Gov., which will be settled at the Herkimer Convention — and the names of Jack- 
son and Van Buren will get a triumphant vote and bear down all opposition. 

Yours truly, A. C. FLAGG. 



Selden considers Calhoun the dupe of somebody behind the curtain — Chancellor McCoun's 

chances. — 

[No. 71.] Dudley Selden, Esq., to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y. 

My Dear Hoyt : My friend's letters have not, perhaps, been answered as soon as he thinks 
they ought, but I have not been able to read them yet, and a man is certainly entitled to be 
praised for his punctuality who makes his return to a letter as soon as he has perused it. 

You need not endorse " confidential" on any of the communications to Livingston or Stilwell ; 
they are both in my room as soon as they break your seals for the purpose of obtaining a full 
understanding of the contents. They cannot imagine how I can unravel the mysterious marks 
and signs with such rapidity : the truth is, I do not, but make a letter for you as I go along, of 
such capacity and merit as would seem suitable to come from a man of your understanding. If 
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you cannot read this you may do the same thing. My time has been very much occupied Sn 
the committee ; you shall have a report if you will engage to read it ; and let me say to you 
that it is spoken very well of. 

On reading Calhoun's correspondence, I made up my mind very soon that he had been the 
dupe of some poor devil behind the curtain, and had exhibited most egregious folly in being 
caught. Your successful competitor for a high place, seems to have been the most conspicuous 
man in bringing up this by-gone transaction ; and I am glad that Mr. Van Buren, like the high- 
spirited horse, has shaken the dew from his mane and exposed the rogue to be taken. No news 
here. Your kind efforts in favor of D. D. & H. are duly appreciated. I felt satisfied that ia 
sending me the little pamphlet your whole object was the public good. So is mine, and I wiU 
if I can give the rascally speculators upon time a thrust under the short ribs. 

Yours, truly DUDLEY SELDEN. 

McCoun hangs heavy in the Senate. I know not why. As soon as 
withdrew (and so I read his letter to the Chancellor) I have aided him all I could. 



Cutting to Hoytt on Bank measures and the " Loibhy Whores.** 
[No. 72.] Albany, January 5, 1836. 

My Dear Jesse : 1 send you [an] extract from the Albany Argus. You will perceive that our 
friend Charles takes the true stand ; and, with his invincible popularity, will add strength and 
currency to Democratic measures, in contradistinction to the federal views of certain leaders at 
Old Tammany. Get the Post to republish them ; and, if you can, lei them say a word or two for 
Charley. I suppose the Times will not republish, but as it is a matter of general interest just 
^ow, the Courier might copy it, in order to inform its readers that it is probably a useless ex- 
pense to keep any Lobby Whores this winter. Yours, in haste, F. B. CUTTING, 



^ 



Thad. Phelps on Free Banking — Swearing on paper. 
[No. 73.] Mr. Thaddeus Phelps, (of Park Place, New York,) at Albany, to Mr. Je«e 
Hoyt, at New York, [April 29, 1836.] 
"Dear Hoyt : We arrived this morning and have already accomplished wonders. Our isu 
Jluence has already made six Banks in the House, (no fear of the Senate,) and by to.morrow 
night there is very little doubt we shall have made twenty or thirty more. You fellows who an 
in favor of the Repealers, may all now go to Hell in your own way. Consider your restrainiag 
law repealed. Consider me a partner in a Banking Company — I put in 2,000,000 — Call on 
John Ward for the money. No more at present — your loving friend, 

*THADDEUS PHELPS. 
Arrived on Monday morning. 29 ApriL 

Monroe has sent in his allegiance — and the Native American party. May 

go to the D—l. Boat off. _ T. P.*' 

Flagg on Free Banking, addressed to /. Hoyt. 
[No. 74.] Albany, July 27, 1836. 

Dear Sir : I have received your letter of the 15tb, and fully appreciate the importance of taking 
hold of the Restraining Law, as you mention. Your letter came while I was attend4ng a meet, 
in? of the Canal Board at Utica, and I have this afternoon returned from a meeting of the Trus- 
tees of Union College, t have thus been prevented from answering your letter, or attending to 
its suggestions. In due time I will have something done. The quarrels about the Banks of 
last 8CSsi(Mi, will aid in pushing forward this just measure, if taken in proper time. The great 
mass of the Democratic papers in the stale are sound on this point, and will co-operate with 
zeal and efficiency. With much respect, your obedient servant, A. C. FLAGG. 



Flagg to /. Hoyt, on Banks, Paper Dollars and Log Rolling, 
[No. 75.] Albany, October 3, 1836. 

Dear S»r: The repeal of the restraining law, so far as to allow offices of Discount and De. 
positc, is universally assented to by town, county, district, and state conventions. " To this extent 

♦On reference to the N. Y. Evenin* Post of Sept. 10, 1P36, it will be seen, that a public meeting was held in New 
York «n the 25th of April, fonr days before the date of Mr. Phelps's note, of which Stephen Allen was theChair- 
mnn and Jesse Hovt the Secretary, and that a Committee was appointed to address the public in fuvor of repealimr 
part of the restraining law. This committee issned its address on the 12th of September, asking " can there baa 
more tyrnnnicnl exercise of power in onv crovernment. than is heremnnifesUnl in an act emanating from a Republi- 
can lesislnture ?" The law, upheld as it had been by the partv for many years, was denounced'os "a barefncad 
monopoiv." and the address si^ed by Thnddeus Phelps, D. B. Tollmadje, Saul Alley, W. B Lawrence, Sl»- 
phen Alien and Jesso Uovt, as the Committee. That Hoyt and AJIen*« object was to try a new scheme ton 
money out of t!ie public is very evident. 
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a law can be passed with little opposition. If the issuing of Bills is added, so as to multiply 
without limit the manufactories of paper money, a new aspect will be given to the whole matter, 
and those who are opposed to any change mey be enabled to iieep things as they now are. If wc 
can open the way, and build up a class ofBaniis which not issue paper, theee will co-operate in ma. 
king the currency more sound than at present ; if they have nothing to make by ihe issue of 
small bills, they will not be aggrieved by seeing gold and silver take the place of the small bills. 
After the fetters are knocked off, and the new class of money changers are " in the full tide of 
successful experiment," such other modifications may be made as experience may recommend, 
and as " the business wants of the community may require." Repeal the reatraining lawy refuse 
all banks, unless their stock is sold at auction, and those wJio trade upon legialatioriy y^the hon'ble 
the lobby) will be blown " sky high :** and the scenes of log rolling and eorrvption would be re- 
placed by a decent regard to moral and official purity, and a reasonable attention to the public 
business and the general welfare. Truly yours, A. C. FLAGG. 



Marcy to Hoyt, on Jllumination in Banking. 
[No. 76.] [To .Tesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y.] Albany, 24th November, 1836. 

My Dear Sir : You promised me some illumination on the subject of the restraining law or 
rather the repeal of it. I am informed that there is a probability that I am elected, and if so, it 
will be expected that I send to the legislature a message. If you have any publications or other 
matters too cumbersome for the mail, you can, if you choose, put them in the charge of one of 
the electors from your city. If you are extravagant in your notions, they will not be adopted — 
you expect, as a matter of course, they will be modified.* I will not ask you to get what you 
write yourself copied, because it is possible that some one may be found in this city or vicinity 
who will be able to decypher your hand writing. 

I am, with great respect, your to be obliged and humble servant, W. L. MARCY. 

Flagg on Free, Private^ and Privileged Banks — General Maison and the Restraining Act — 
Flagg on the Usury Laws, 
[No. 77.] Albany, December 4th, 1836. 

To Jesse Hoyt, Esq. — My Dear Sir : I have received your letter of the 2d instant. I have 
not seen the pamphlei of Mr. Hammond, and therefore cannot speak of its contents. The re. 
peal of that part of the Restraining Law which prohibits offices of discounts and depositee, I wish 
to see achieved, and I believe to make the object certain, no private Banking System should be 
eonnected with this measure. 

After this is done, if there is a press for paper manufacturing Banks, then a system of private 
hanking, to issue 50 dollars, and over, may be brought forward and discussed as a substitute for 
the present mode of dealing out charters. 

It has been pretty well settled, that a mould for running bank charters cannot be made eon" 
atitutionally : that there must be a distinct vole of the Legislature upon every moneyed Cor- 
poration. A general law for establishing a system of private banking, and conferring -corporate 

♦Governor Marcy had signed very many bank charters, or contracts bettowinjjr special privileges on the share 
holders of banks, ax such — so had Governor Throop. Mr. Van Buren had, in his safety fund messnge, recom- 
ihended organized wholesale restraints. Governor Marcy, in his message to the Legislature, Jan. 3. 1%)7, [whether 
through Mr. Iloyt'a illumination or not, I cannot sayy] advises a partial repeal of the privileges of the chartered 
banks, in the fuijowing words : 

[From Murcy's Message, Jan. 1837.] — "In every country where banks, with the exclusive privilege of furnishing 
the circulating medium, are numerous, and particularly where the business ef loaning money is embarrassed by 
restraints itpposed on other associations, and on individuals, it is reasonable to expect that pecuniary pressures will 
be frequent and severe ; and if not more frequent, thev will probably be more severe, and continue longer than in 
countries where all sources of relief are left entirely open, and competition is permitted to o]ierate in adjusting the 
relation of equality between demand and supply. In this respect, the operation of the statute usually called the 
restraining law, so fur at least as it denies to individuals and associations the right of receiving deposites and mak- 
iog discounts, is unquestionably injurious. 

It is the essonii.il chnrncteristic of private property, that the owner should not only have the right of exclusive 
possession, but the liberty of free use, modified only by the equal rights of others to enjoy their own propertv, and 
the public richt to provide for the general welfare. iThe reasons, therefiire. that should induce the 'egislature to 
enact or ctintinu^ any law circumscribing the rights of individuals in relation to their private property, must arise 
from a strong and clear necessity of providing f«»r the well-being of society. I luive not been al le to convince my- 
self that any such consi«lerntion can he adduced in support of that part of the restraining law, which Interdict* to 
th^ community nt hirge the ripht of receiving deptsites and making discounts. If it originated, as is generally be- 
lieved, in a desire to give this kind of business exclusively to incorporated banks, and subserves do better purpose 
than to carry nut this de.sign, 1 anticipate a ready disposition on your^iart to re|)eal it. 

There is nothing, I believe, in the history of the times when this law was first enacted, which is calculated to in 
spire a high degree of respect for it. or from which sound arguments for its continuance can be fairlv dedured. 

1'he restraint in respect to deposites and discounts, bein^ regarded as injurious to the public, and devised as a spe- 
cial favor to the banks, the law that imposes it is not efficiently 9ustaine<l by the moral sense of the community, and 
is constantly evaded with impunity. The efficacy of laws dejiend, in a great degree, upon the concurrence of pub- 
lic opinio • in their favor ; and when, for the want of this sanction, particular enactments are in a great degree ino 
perative, they should be repealed, that the evil example of disregarding them may not weaken the force of the mI- 
ntary spntiment whi«h all should feel — that obedience to laws, without regard to individual opinions ns to their ex 
pediency, is a high moral duty." 
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powuB, is not attainable. If the fetters arc knocked off by the repeal of the Restraiiring Lai»c 
private banking associations may be formed, and these may be regulated by law, and this law 
be general. The general laws for incorporating manu&ictories and church societies, were passed 
before the constitution was adopted : these laws were not revised and re-enacted, but inserted 
in the 3d volume as they stood. 

The Senate referred the matter of the Restraining Law to a committee, of which General 
Maison is Chairman, and Mr, Hunter is one of the members. I suppose General Maison will 
be prepared with a UlL Mr. Catting, I presume, will renew his biU in the Assembly ; and the 
provisions of hia bill I am in ^vor of. This bill breaks the chains, except as to issuing bills. 
To allow all the world to maiudBCture paper currency might do more evil than good. At all 
events, before this is done, a well devised system of guards should be matured to protect bill- 
holders and other creditors. The demolition of the Usury la\^, in relation to commercial paper, 
such as you mention, is probably desirable ; and certainly worth an " experiment.** But, as you 
mention, this measure should stand by itself; and in the same way, the system of private bank- 
ing, if one is presented, may as well be discussed and settled separate from the repeal of the 
Restraining Law. 

I do not think it politic or proper, to make special war upon existing banks, as may be the 
case with Mr. Hammond. We have taxed the Safety Fund banks three per cent on their capi- 
tal, for the protection of their eieditors, and we hold them to strict regulations, which they some- 
times break over : yet give them fair play even though they do not in all cases extend it to the 
business community. Those who insist upon an unlimited repeal of the Restraining Law, if they 
accomplish their object, will do enough towards disciplining the banks without bringing any 
other artillery to bear upon them : Truly yours, A. G. FLAGG. 

Ex-Speaker Livingston to Je99e Hoyt, on Free Banking — Young, Maison, fijc. 
[No. 78.] Albany, Dec. 30th, 1836. 

My Dear Sir : I have just received the draft of the law prepared under the directions of your 
committee, acompanied with your private letter of advice as to the mode of procedure. 

The proposed amendments are well enough — but you must not expect that the legislature will 
adopt them in the hasty manner suggested. In modifying so important a provision in our laws 
a variety of thoughts will necessarily engage the mind, and no little time will be consumed ia 
discussing them before the Senate can arrive at a final decision. This is unavoidable, however 
desirable it may be to hasten the accomplishment of your objects. Gren'l Maison, the chairman 
of the committee which has this matter in charge, has, for the last month, been so constantly 
occupied in maturing opinions for the Court of Errors, that we have not yet had the opportunity 
of comparing our views ; and it would be indelicate in me, whatever ambition I might feel ** to 
become the father of the measure,** to press tour bill without his sanction. Be patient and all 
will go well. 

Young, I am informed, intends to urge an unconditional repeal — to permit the issuing of billi 
if adequate security can be given for their redemption. Such a measure can be sustained upon 
principle, and I shall not hesitate to give it my support — not, however, if I should think such a 
course would hazard the main chance. 

That part of your bill which contemplates an alteration in the usury laws I propose to erase 
altogether — not because I am hostile (as at present advised) to the change, but I prefer for many 
reasons to consider the usury laws a separate question. 

So soon as out committee arrive at any definite conclusion I will inform you of it. 

Yours truly, CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 

Ex-Speaker Livingston on Free Banks — Hunter*s scheme to limit capital, 
[No. 79.] Albany, Jan. 3d, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt : The anti-restraint committee met this evening and our chairman (Maison) sub- 
mitted his bill, the main provisions of which are as follows — 

** IsU Removes the prohibition against offices of discount and deposit — restrains all associations 
formed under the law from engaging in the purchase or sale of real estate, or dealing in merchan- 
dize, butttiuthorises them to hold real estate in payment of antecedent debts, and so much as may 
be necessary for the transaction of their business — prohibits the agents or officers of foreign cor- 
porations establishing associations for the purpose of the act within this state — certificates to be 
filed with county clerks, setting forth the names of the co-partnership and amount of capital era- 
ployed — ^prohibits all corporations from entering into the business authorized by the act, except 
such as are expressly permitted by law.'* 

Hunter will probably oflTer, when the bill comes before the Senate, his darling amendmenlB, 
limiting the amount of capital. This I imagine will be offered more for the purpose of displaying 
his consistency than with the expectation of its being adopted. When the bill shall be printed 
I will send you a copy, from which you will be able to judge more correctly of its provipiona 
than you can from this sketch of them. CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 
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Omuenor Cutting on Bankt, Edward Liwng9Um, Ogdm, Po9tma»i§r Graham, hfc 

[No. 80.] ' Albany, January 6, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt : Charles Livingston has sent yon a copy of the bill to repeal the restraining 
law, reported by Maison in the Senate. The first section is all that oufifht to pass, but I suppose 
that being in the hands of the Philistines we must be thankful for any favors, no matter how 
^mall. Edward Livingtson, ID* I am afraid has turned a sharp angle, and will come out Bank. 
See his vote to-day. To-morrow he will be bi ought to the bull ring, and stamped as he deserves, 
if we should go into committee of the whole and he should participate in the debate. We beat 
them to-day elegantly. 

Do you see wl^o compose the committee on the repeal of the restraining law in our House 7 
Ogden, Chairman ! the violent opponent of the measure last y»ar ! the agent of the Farmers' 
Trust and Loan Company ! the intimate of John L. Graham, Bejrmour & Co. ! the guest of the 
former last spring in New York, and his lobby friend at the Synumse Convention ! O* But we 
will defeat the gang. The restraining law will be modified — the vmof laws partially repealed, 
and no Banks chartered. • F. B. C. 

Ex'^aker LivingtUm on* Chartered Nuiaancea,* Free Banking, the free use of Capital, and 
Youngs Usury Bill. Cutting^ s queer postscript. 
[No. 81.] Albany, Jan. 9th, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt : The mail of last evening brought me two fetters from you. Since I last wrote, 
nothing new has transpired, except thfi introduction of Maieon's bill, a copy of which I forwarded 
to you for critical examination. I am sensible that many of its provisions will be regarded as 
unnecessarily severe — ^indeed, it has already been characterised as a restraint upon the restrain- 
ing law.; but it should be understood as having been oflTered in its present form, now, for the pur- 
pose of affording an opportunity to bring under consideration all the advantages as well as inju. 
rious consequences of the proposed restrictions, rather than with any hope of their being adopted. 
So far as I can discern, the legislature have sound views on the subject ; and before long, you 
will be in the enjoyment of all the benefits which are expected to flow from the free v^e of a 
natural right to deal in money. But after all, and you may rely upon it,. the repeal will be found 
to be of little importance, so long as persons are restrained from issuing notes to be put in circu- 
lation as money. 

Bank petitions begin to shew their ugly faces from all quarters ; and unless their fate 
be decided at the threshold of the session, the friends of these chartered nuisances will struggle 
desperately for another shuffle of the pack. If they dared, they would put a stop to all decent 
legislation till their monopolizing appetites were gorged with special privileges. But there aro 
some good fellows in the assembly, with Cutting, King and Clmch to lead them, who will hold 
on to their grasp without mercy. 

Young has introduced his promised bill to repeal the usury law. He goes the whole figure ; 
but I doubt if he can persuade the Legislature to go with him. If we succeed in exempting from 
its penalties all commercial paper having six months to run, an important point will be gained, and 
perhaps it is better to stop here for the present. If this experiment works well in practice, the 
law may then be extended to all contracts. Cutting desires me to leave a space for him in this 
Istter. Yours, CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 

On the same sheet, as a Postscript. 
TaTce care how you write too freely to the Speaker*. Time will show whether he goes 
with the bank-men or not. As to his disposition to do so, I have a strong belief. The assem- 
bly was enga&red this morning on the resolution to instruct the bank committee. To-morrow the 
discussion will be resumed. The fSnal vote will not shew the full anti-bank strength, but I think 
it will speak strong enough to satisfy the most sceptical, that all expectations for banks this year 
will be disappointed. F. B. CUTTING. 

EX'Speaker Livingston on Maison^s Bill, Protection to Safety Fund Banks, Foreign Corpora, 
tions. Capital, Currency, Free Trade in Money, the United States Bank, Thaddeus Phelpt^t 
views, and picking the feathers from our Pilots. 

[No. 82.] Albany, January 12rh, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt: Yooir last, received this evening, expresses astonishment that I should have as- 
sented to Maison's bill. I have, in a former letter, attempted to explain the reasons for this 
course. If these reasons are feeble and unsatisfactory, then I must submit to the consequences 
of my error. I could endure any punishment, no matter how severe, that the people should 
choose to inflict upon me; but I confess it would make my heart bleed to think that I had by any 
faux pas incurred your displeasure. But in truth, my good friend, you seem to entertain ground, 
less fear of the designs of the Legislature. Believe me, there is no serious intention to transfer 
the government of the State to banks — our sympathies are with the people, and their rights will 

* Edward Livin^ton of Albaaj. 
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be respected. Look at our proceedings for the last ten days — they will satisfy you of the truth 
of this remark, and they may also indicate the probable result of this whole matter. 

I think I sent you a copy of the bill. The first section has been adopted in committee of the 
whole. The second rejected, and we are now upon the third. This provides that the bills of 
the banks of this State only shall be circulated as money by private bankers. Such a restraint 
is deemed necessary {and I concur in the iqnnion) to protect our citizens from an unsound and 
worthless currency. To this extent, I am prepared to believe you would go in imposing res- 
trictions. 

If foreign corporations, of whose condition we know nothing, and over which the Legislature 
has no control, are not checked in their inconsiderate and dangerous issues of a sickly currency, 
to be circulated as money through the State, the people would curse their representatives for 
suffering such an evil to be inflicted upon them. The regulation of the currency has alwayi 
been admitted to be a subject of legislative control ; and there is, as the Governor [Marcy] says 
in his message, a marked difiennce between free trade in money and free trade in the fictitious 
representatives of money. 

There is no dangertn confining private bankers to the bills of this State ; they will always have 
a supply equal to the wants of the community. The great object to be accomplished is the free 
use of capital. Invite capital, say I, from all quarters ; but away with your worthless proiniaes 
to pay. 

So far as Maison's bill interferes with the free influx of capital, just so far I will oppose it ; 
and here let me observe, that I regret to discern a disposition in some of those who were most 
liberal last winter, to hold up the United States Bank as a bugbear, and seek by appeals to preju. 
dice, to drive away all agencies. There is a section in the bill which, if adopted, would have 
this effect ; but I think I can persuade Maison to abandon it. If he consents, all will go well. 

I had written thus far, when I received a letter from our mutual friend, Phelps, on this sub- 
ject, which contains sound views, and much good advice. I would write to him this evening, if 
it were not so late — ^have the goodness to say to him that I will defend his rights against all in- 
vasions. He also has the impression that the bill has been dictated by bank officers for the pur- 
pose of protecting their insdiutions in the enjoyment of their exclusive privileges. He ou^ht 
rather to rejoice at the appearance of the bill, for it not only presents the opportunity fairly of 
discussing the restraininj? law in all its bearings ; but it also serves to exhibit the odious charac- 
ter of that law more strikingly than could be dc»ne in an elaborate essay upon the subject. Pre- 
sent my kind regards to him, and say that I will acknowledge his letter to-morrow. 

Very truly, CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 

By this time you will think me one of your most stupid correspondents. I have just read over 
what I have wriiter;, and almost feel ashamed of my incoherence ; but you will pardon this fault 
in a public man overwhelmed with business. Don't laugh ! I forgot to ask you to say to 
Phelps, that as soon as I receive the necessary papers from New York, I will begin to pick the 
feathers from our pilots. 

Ex'Speaker Livingston on the Bank Bill — Bank Charters will go, root and hranch~^ih» 
Senate — Move the Press and tell Phelps, 
. [No. 83.] To Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, Jan. 12, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt: I wrote you a letter last evening just by way of fillinsr up nn interval before 
bed time. The discussion on the restraining law has been continued this mominsr upon the all 
engrossing topic. The third section of the bill has been rejected, and an animated debate arose 
on the fourth. What disposition do you think has been made of it ? can you believe that it 
has been adopted? and yet such is the fact. This intelligence will be received hy our citizens 
with indignation and contempt. It aims a fatal blow at the introducti.m and use of capital, 
and mav result in the niin of many of our merchants. What will be the coni^equence of pro- 
hi^iiting agents of foreifi;n corporations from making loans of their capital ? The question is 
easily answered AH debtors must, forthwith pay up. and the amount of payments to the Morris 
Cnnal and United St:ites Bank Ascencv, as I am informed, would be ahout .^12,000,000. Dtnvc 
away their airents and von wou'd produce a pressure such as has never before been felt. Tf I 
mis'akc not, the proceedings of to-day will awaken such a spirit amnvs thp vf ph ns wiV not 
be nppensfid till nil bank charters are destroyed root and branch. THIS WOUT<D RE CAL- 
AMITOUS, but I would more ch< crfiillv endure such a Ftate of things than legislate (r/.* it 
would seem^ for their Fole benefit. I made what effort I could command a??1'icr the section, 
8S did also Youn? and Tracy. These gentlemen deserve the thanks of onr city [New York] for 
their ahle and tntinly support nfits interents : see that justice is done to them. It would he weU 
TO STIR UP OUR PAPERS. Let them agitate— agitate—agitate— and the ronntry will 
follow fh ir example. For the present f despair. If an intellisrent Senate of this State cannot and 
will not bejnade sensible of the advantages of a free trade in capital (come from what quarter 
it may) why then it is waste of time to maintain so evident a maxim in political economy. 
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What advances have we made in this tcience ? But my friend, let me conclude with the ten- 
der of my congratulntions upon the progress of your principles. 
You may communicate iliiaacrawl to Piieips. C. L. LIVINGSTON. 

Comptroller Flagg to Huyt, on Free Banking — (he causes of HoyVs new born zeal for the re. 
peal of restraints on dealers in Currency, 
[No. 84.] Albany, Jan. 15, 1837. 

Dear Sir : I have received your letter in relation to Maison's restraint of the Restraining 
Law. By this time you will have seen that the Senate hove cut the bill all to pieces. If there 
had been two or three votes more on the free trade side they would have cut out every section 
but the first, which was a simple repeal of the restraint upon offices of discount and deposite ; as it 
is, they have only retained the 4th, with modifications, and one other. The bill now, in my 
opinion, is about right. 1 think foreign corporations should not he allowed to establish offices 
here : we have trouble enough with our own inonsters, without legalizing a brood from Jersey 
and Connecticut. Maison showed me his bill, and I told him the better way was to strike off 
the fetters upon capital, and allow private Bankers to do every thing which incorporated Banks 
now do, *except to issue bills. We all told him his machinery would not do ; buuhe had moved 
the committee as an opponent of the repeal o^ the restraint, and nothing better could have been 
expected from an opponent of the measure for relief. Mr. Mack goes the whole hog against 
Maison 's restraints ; ond so do several others whose support he expected. 

Tracy has offered, in communication with the subject, a bill for private banking, allowing 
bills to be isued of $50 and upwards. This bill will get only a few votes at this time. There 
ifl opt a prospect of any Banks this winter, of any kind, to iitsae paper. 

Truly yours, A. C. FLAGG. 

Senator Livingston on Bank Bills and * the DeviP, John B, Tates.i 

[Nd. 85.] Albany, Janunry 16th, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt : The repeaf of the much talked of law may be disposed of this morning 
without any material chanere of the form in which it stood when I last wrot«. The propositicn 
now under discussion contemplates a removal of the restraint upon individual issues ; limilinir the 
bills that may be issued, however, to $50. The proposition has been ably supported by Tracy 
and Young — and if I mistnke not, I said in a former letter that I should support it, but I confess 
subsequent reflection has shaken my opinion, and I am rather inclined to go against it. Such a 
privilege might be extensively abused, and in voting against it I may possibly be influenced rather 
by fears than retllities — but mv object in writing is to explam what may seem to you to be an in. 
consistency in my vote with a former opinion. In seeking to reform abuses or correcting evils, 
it 18 always prudent to commence by gradual steps. Defeat generally attends a reformer if he 
aims at too much in the onset. The issuing of hills to circulate as money is properly a matter for 
legislative control — and if we can preserve the currency from variableness or injurious deprecia- 

•Mr IToyt*8 onxiety for free bnnkinjif nppenrs to have firfsen in a srent measure fVom hl« anticipations of enor- 
wons fvnins to be mnde out of such viilninoiis concerns as Reers*s Trust Co. William G. Bucknor. one of Hoyt's 
Wall itieet aequnintances, on Itein; interro^nterl hy the United Stiit«s Commissioners, in 1841, whether it wns he- 
Ueved, ot the hrokers' board, that Mr. Hoyt was Inrgety interested in purchasing the st ck of the North American 
Tr«ist and Banking Company, answered that " it was the general impression among the hrokers that Mr. H'»vt was 
largely interested in operating in the stock of that institution. This impression prolinhly arose from the knowledge 
that he was stri'n^ly addicted to stock soerulations, and from the fact that certain persons dealt largely in that stork, 
who, from tlie conneetion and the confidence and intimacy suhsisting lietween them and Mr. Hoyt, were supposed 
to he operating for hiro, or that he was intereste<l in their operations." And. further, that he " believes these opera- 
tions were extremely unprofitaMe." Mr. Barr. another Wall street broker, remarked, that '' certificates of depotite 
li that bank were commonly sold in Wall street at a discount, which commence<l at 3 to 5 per cent., and went on in- 
oraaMnp; until certificates on time were solil in some instances at the rate of 5 i>er cent. |)er month discount. I 
should not have considered it a safe institution in which to make deposites of public money." Mr. Barr added. 
Ant McJfmsey, Hovt's brother. in-law, (also a Wall street broker,) was a large operator in the stock of that bank, 
and that it wiis believed that Hoyt was interested with him. At times when the Treasury of the (Tnion was bor- 
rowing at high rates of interest, ilovt was depositinir hundreds of thousands of dollars of the public funds with this 
free bank (!) and refusing to remit to Washington the bahince in his hands, which he had incorrectly stated. If 
the Sub Treasury is to be revived, so as to enable future Hoyts to ]»1ay over again the game of this minion of Van 
Buren, throughout the T^nion — and what is there to prevent it ?— I. for one. would doubt iu efficiency. Hoyt lent 
Beers^s Bank, while the Sub Treasury was in oj^eration, StCO."* 680. to l.'ith of Oct. 1840, wUhout interest ! Hoyt's 
deposites nffected the value of the stock, which fluctuated from $95 till it got down to $3. 

t Tn 1835, John B. Yates introduced into the Assembly of N. Y. a hill to repeal the restiictions on banking. 
mder which for many years, certain hrnnohes of business had been confined to chartered companies, privileged hy 
kw, and the privileges sold by the legislators and executive officers. (Of course. Van Buren and his friends were on 
the other side till after his election as President next year, when a new game was to be played ) Mr. Preston King, 
who ably aideil the friends of education by his unwearied efforts in Congress to get cheap postage established, 
took the 'same course, as did Colonel Young. Mr. Yates was rich, anxious to educate the |>eople, and fond of inter- 
nal improvements. I was a director for the colony in the Welland Canal Company, in which he, his brother 
flweinor Yates, and others of his family, had embafketl .$50,000, and had much conversation with him. If Gover- 
soi Yatfls was as sincere a friend of his country as John B. he was not vary wall trvatad by bia Von Bumu friandt. 
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tion it k our duty to do so. I hope you will find no fiudt with me in chiinging in 00 short a pt« 
riod my opinion on an important subject. If you do find ftrnlt, then ICr Gro to thk Dstil XB- 

Yours, &,c. C. L. LIVINGSTON. 



F. B. Cutting^ Member of Aaaembly, to Jesse Hoyi, N, F., on Banks, 
[No. 86.] Albany, January 16, 1837. 

My dear Hoyt : The vote on the resohition instructing the Bank Committee to report against 
all Bank petitions was taken to.day, seventy against, and fifty in favor. This decides the fiile 
of all these applications this year. The latter are good men and true, and will be consistent 
under all and every contingency. The seventy embrace twenty-nine'whigs, and one of omr 
men who voted with them by mistake. Our fifty includes only one whig, C. Rogers of 
Washington County, and two loco.focos — ^Andrew, Franklin, Labagh, Willes and Zabriakle, 
in favor of Banks. All our purposes are accomplished. We have succeeded in committing 
mure than enough to render all hope on the part of the Lobby perfectly desperate. Having de. 
monstrated to those who were charged with petitions that success is out of the question, I pre- 
sume that aUwill unite in favor of the repeal of the Restraining Lavo^ and other important 
MATTERS. * The mail is just closing. It is admitted that we have gained a triumph. 

Yours, F. B. C. 

Cursing on Fcper^ like John Van Bur en — Let Blood follow the Knife — Miseries of Legislaiunu 
[No. 87.] To Jesse Hoyt, (private.) Albany, January 20, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt: / am so damnably pressed for time that I can scarcely send you a Hne. Judiciaiy 
Committee ; references daily ; reports ; drawing Bills ; active debates in the Huuse ; Bank invea* 
ligations ; consultations, &c., and infernal letters from New York, firom applicants for ofiice, 
all requesting answers of some kind. 

Look at my resolutions of to-day. Do they cover ground enough 1 The Speaker wanted to 
put Ogden on the select committee>^I threatened to resign as chairman and state my reasons 
before the House and the State — ^he yielded. I have had serious work with him as to who shall 
be associated with me upon the committee to be appointed to investigate the Banks — ^have had 
three interviews — warm ones too ; but he will not give me the names of those he intends to ap- 
point. I have urged, that if I am to be Chairman I have a right to the best talent of the House 
to assist me. No bank directors, stockholders, or participants in tlie stock of last year, [1836 J 
but all will not prevail upon him. So, to-morrow, I shall move to refer my resolution to the 
select committee of investigation of which King is chairman. If defeated in this, we will mai(e 
open war, and 1 shall resign as chairman, if appointed, stating my reasons. This is a most un- 
pleasant duty, as it will necessarily wound the feelings of many gentlemen; but the occasion 
requires frankness, and if necessary I will not shrink from what I believe to be called for. 

DON'T BE SO DAMNED HOT in your way of writing and talking. Fight coolly, dcs. 
peraiely, nay savagely if any end is to be gained ; ride booted and spurred, as I have to do in 
the House sometimes, to make milder spirits quail ; but make no threats — act, and let blood 
follow the knife^ if surgery is required; but let the blow be felt before you give notice of yow 
intention, '* Charlie shall have his own again** in spite of sundry political brokers and sha- 
vers that we wot of. I know of no way to success, but by bold, straightforward, manly, uncom- 
promising opposition ; and to unfold to our own true and sound Democracy the shuffling and 
trickery of the knaves who filch them. In haste yours. 

Did you see how the Whigs and Bank Men joined Kimmy upon the resolution instructing the 
Bank Committee ? Let the votes be made pubhc — ^undeceive the people ! If you would pay hidf 
as much attention to dissect our votes, and put the Whigs in their true position, hand in band 
with the Banks and their adherents, as you do to some other things, such as writing cengrafv- 
latory epistles to Ned Livingston, &,c., and advising with him [the Speaker] as to committees, 
&c., you would, according to my notions, be doing more service. Do you take ? 

Truly yours, F. B. CUTTING. 

Senator Livingston doubts New York wisdom, and with reason. 
[No. 88.] ■ (To Jesse Uoyu) 

Albany, Jan. 21, 1837. — I am inclined to think, my good fellow, that you are more than half 
right in the opinion expressed in your last letter-r— I have given the subject of private issues much 
anxious thnught. and I confess new light begins to dawn upon my darkened intellect — the clouds 
are fast breaking away and I should not be surprised if I finally determined to maintain even to 
obstinacy that a note of an incorporated bank was no better than the bill issued by a private sol- 
vent individual — I may have been deluded by the charm which too commonly attaches to a cor- 

* The bill enabling^ sneculaton in general to associate as bankers in buying stocks, puffing, selline bonds. Ice. 
enabled the Democratic Review of May, 1839, to talk about " some of the most sound associations of the city fof N. Y.^ 
like the J^ortli .American TYust and Banking Co.''* R. M'Jimsey, Jesse Hoyt, J. D. Been, or either of them, may 
bave dictated the patriotic article. 
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ponlioii, but iSbe spell is iiaariy broken, and another night's reflection may metamorphoae ma 
into. an Inflexible advocate of ahin.plasters. Some limitations and securities are indispensable to 
guard againet abuses, for I cannot admit your theory to its full extent, that the people are under 
all circumstances capable of managing their own affairs. In some cases they must be protected 
against themselves. My distrust of their intelligence commenced when they elected such a poor 
devil as myself, and until they choose agents who will respect their feelings and their interests, 
I will dispute their capacity to govern themselves. Don't disclose this heresy, and above all 
don't let me see it in the Evening Poet in the form of " an extract from a letter from Albany." 
Do yon understand ? In a few days we shall have under consideration a general plan for pri- 
vate banking, provided there is sense enough in Albany to mature one. It is designed to keep 
this subject distinct from the restraining law. Cutting has just called in to say that he has re- 
ceived some letters from you, and desires me to say that you must work harder and talk less. 
What impertinent language for a servant of the People to hold to one of his masters ! 

Yours, &c., CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 



» 



AU the World may become Stock-jobbers — even Beers'a Trust Co, 
[No. 89.] The same to the same. Albany, January 25, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt : After a well contested fight we succeeded this morning in rejecting the 4th 
section, 13 to 12 — a substitute was afterwards offered and adopted, to which there can be no 
very serious objection. It simply re-enacts the existing Law as it is found in page 712, sec. 6, 
Vol. 1, 5.. S. which restrains incorporations' in their corporate capacity from establishing them- 
selves in our State, and circulating bills, Sec, but agencies may be established to loan funds. 
Morris Robinson, Louis McLane, et id omne genus, may now pursue their lawful business with- 
out subjecting themselves to a fine of $1000, or the fear of going to the State Prison. I have 
only time to congratulate you on this happy result. Phelps v^l participate with you in the gra- 
tification you experience in witnessing the progress of reason and common sense in our Senate.**^ 

All yet seems well ; and if it end so meet, 
The bitter past, more welcome is the sweet. 

My room is full of loafers tormenting me to death about a sixpenny Canal claim, and compel 
me to dose this so abruptly. Cutting is in New York ; he will give you some interesting news 
from this pUce. Yours, C.L.LIVINGSTON. 

Fntdom to Banking — Arkansas, Michigan, India, and Illinois Stocks, our next Sureties ! 
[No. 90.] [To Jesse Hoyt.] Albany, January 27th, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt : Restraints are removed — the people may walk abroad, disembarrassed of the 
chains they once hobbled with. The bill passed this morning with a unanimous vote, after hav- 
ing altered the character of the 4th section, as I pointed out in my last. If you want to snap 
any odier bolts, you had better indicate your wishes while we are in the humor. The bill will 
doubtless pass the Assembly ; and, if with any alteration, I trust it may be, if possible, for tlie 
better. Yours, C. L. LIVINGSTON. 

Comptroller Flagg to /. Hoyt, on the Multiplication of Paper Credits, 
[No. 90fl.] Albany, January 29th, 1837. 

Dear Sir : The repeal of the Restraining Law, after substantially striking out the 4th section, 
has received a unanimous vote of the Senate. The prohibition against non resident monopo- 
lies remains as in the Re\'ised Statutes. The prospect. is, that the vote will be equally unani- 
mous in the House. Maison's bill, therefore, has been entirely demolished, except the first sec- 
tkm. Offices of discount and deposite can do every thing which Banks now do, except to issue 
bills. There were some phrases in Maison's 4th section, which I had not particularly noticed 
when I wrote you, and which caused its rejection. Maison's original bill was such a bill as 
the Banks would desire to have passed ; it tied up the free use of money with numerous cords 
which were not used in the old Restraining Law. But the good sense of the Senate has set the 
matter right. 

There is considerable discussion going on in various sections of the State, in relation io a 
feneral Banking Law. Onondaga has taken the field on this side. After the passage of the 
Kef^ining Law repeal, there will be a fair field between the safety fund incorporations, and a 
law appljring the Safety Fund restraints to simple banking associations. The multiplication of 
paper credits in either mode, I apprehend, will produce more evil than good. But there must be 

^llie followiiif if a draft of a resolutton drawn op by Jetse Hojt at New York, and wot to Cotoml YouDf and 
Y. B. Cottioi! at Allmaj. to be propowd to the Lefislntare. — " Rmolved, that the Bank* io the city of New York 
wbieh do boftincH imder the Safetr Fond act. do report without delay the amonnt of money they ■'^pectirdv have 
Ittd on depont from eorporatiom oat of thb 8tat» ontbe In day of erery month, riz : from the Ivt of fife VOi to liC 
of Jaavaiy, 1837, apoo which depoou interest hat be«o paid or agreed to be paid." 
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a change as to the mode of dispensing stock, arid perhaps a general law would do tU* *n ihi 
most aoeeptable manner, and secure the location of Banks where there was badness to suppoit 
them. Truly yours. A. C. FLAGG 

— — .^— — ^— — — ^— — ' ^ 

Let U8 have no Quarrelling about Free Banke, till after WrighVe Election, 
[No. 91.] [To Jesse Hoyt.] Albany, Sunday Evening, Feb. 21, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt : I arrived this evening, and have seen certain pijblications in the Albany Ar- 
gua, relating to myself and my course in regard to the Committee of Investigation. I ara too 
much fatigued to prepare an answer this evening ; but in the course of to-morrow, will place the 
subject in its correct light, and will endeavor to have it published on Tuesday, unleos U U 
deemed advisable to avoid all collisions until after the election of Silas Wright, as to whom 
there has been a strong opposition — indeed it is said, that on Friday last, there was a majority af 
the Legislature against him. If, therefore, my observations do not appear on Tuesday, they 
will be inserted on Wednesday. Request Mr. Bryant to copy them, in case he has inserted the 
articles from the Argus, and see that the Times does me the same justice. 

Yours, _F. B. CUTTING. 

[No. 92.] [Favored by Capt. Stoddard.— Sunday.] ' "^ 

My Dear Hoyt : I sent you yesterday, a Bank Commissioners' Report. How is money and 
real estate ? Could a sale at public auction be effected at fair prices, of good property to the 
amount of $100,000. on accommodating terms? Without mentioning my name, call upon 
Bleecker, and Jenkins, and make the necessary inquiries, and write me. I send you a little 
public opinion.* The stage is starting. Yours, F. B. CUTTING. 

The true Van Bur en ScJuHil — Itave principle in proportion to yotar interest-^e all for self 
[No. 93.] Dr. Joel B. Sutherland, to Joseph McCoy, New Market, Philadelphia. 

Lazaretto, June 27, 1816.— t Dear M : When I received your letter last night, I 

immediately took a chair to my front door, and commenced reading it — I was much pleased 
with your notions of buying out Peacock, but the difficulty that will have to be encountered, 
will not, I think, be of a trivial nature ; I may perhaps make the arrangement with Boileau, 
in relation to the adjutant-generalship, but whether he would be willing to endorse a note to 
raise the wind is another question. I am told he is avaricious. However, on this point I Woild ^ 

*From the Ononda^ Chief, a Van Buren Paper— We are glad to see so many sound democratic journak ia 
different parU of the State, sfieaking m terms of decided reprobation of the conduct of Speaker [£dward] Lhr- 
Inj^ston, in regard to tlie formation of the committee of bank investigation. Wherever the judgment of men is 
not paralyzed by bank influence, or its expression restrained by motives of interest, there is but one sentiment of 
indignation in tiie mouths of the people. Even the Speaker himself has bowed before the omnipotence of pnblic 
opinion, and has felt himself compelled to attempt a vindication of his conduct, over his own signature, in the eul- 
umns of the Argus, but in our humble opinion, he has succeeded miserably. 

fJudge Sntherland is an old and a shrewd, cunning, good natured politician, of Scotch parentage, and Van Ba- 
ren principle. He is a regular Democrat ; was health officer at Philadelphia wheq^he wrote the above letter ; west 
for Jackson and the pet bank scheme ; ran for S|ieaker in Congrei^s, in opposition to Andrew Stevenson, who had 
the Van Ruren presses to aid him ; went into Congress in 1838^ for the 1st district of Pa., as a conservative, or un- 
changed democrat ; supported Ilarri^ion in 1840; and in 1841 was appointed Naval-Otfiuer at the port of Philadel- 
phia, by Tyler, from which post he has since been removed by Polk. He avows, in the above letter, the system on 
which Vun Buren and the regency worked the old council of appointment, the press, patronage, and the safety 
fund banks — namely : to blind, deceive, and plunder the millions, under any cloak, and by adopting whatever was 
opi>erm::8t in men's minds, that i-^uld be tunied to party account. The sub-treasury, M Jesse Hoyt, Stephen Al- 
len, Josetih D. Rcers, Cornelius W. Lawrence, and their banks, carried it out, would l)e a new means of cementiof 
a powerful band of cunning politicians, by giving them the sjioils to speculate on. Joel opposed that. Steve AP 
len kept curefully nil the cash Jesse gave him-; but Jesse allowed no more to pass into Steve's sub-treasury thai 
the surplus bevond his own wants for speculation ; and as the Vun Buren family went shares. Secretary Woodbury 
allowed him his own way. When the day of reckoning came, Je^e Hoyt was $220,000 short, and the judsai 
found that the pains am\ penalties of the law of 1840, did not apply to the case of Jesse Hoyt ! [ copv Dr. S's M- 
ter from Mr. Duane's Aurora. The Doctor, it appears, expected to be nppointed adjutant-general of Pa., for the 
pur|iose of becoming recruiting sergeant to the party leader most likely to succeed to power. 

*' Very soon afler Mr Snvder came into the chair of the executive of tliis state, (continues Duane.) it was dis- 
covered that his elevation had been procured by a concealed combination of persons in the legislature, who com- 
promisted the affnirs of the people, in a division of the offices, |iower, and patronage of office among the conspinii- 
tors. As part of the compact, the press was to be placed under the c(»ntrol of this secret combination ; every Ace 
press was to be proscribed, and prostituted presses established, or purchased, in every part of the state, so that this 
cumbinatiiin shnuld not only direct public opinion, but exclude from the eyes of the |)eople the knowledge of truth, 
or the animadversions that are usual in u state of freedom on public measures. Those who considered the prett lyi 
free and Vigilant, did not ))ereeive that it might be placed in corrupt hands, or in the hands of ignorance ; and thril 
freedoin might be exercised as amply in the cause of villainy and fraud, as in the cause of virtue and justice ; tiial 
the activity and vigilance of iniquity might employ it, with as much zeal and labor, as the friends of freedom, of 
social happiness." 

Who will wonder that Colonel Dunne died poor, or that his son was unfit to be a member i^ a cabinet which 
Van Buren secretly conducted on the Sutherland principle 1 How can the press guard the American people 
aeainst the dangers arising from the sulistitution of secret corruption for the principles of free election 1 the ni« 
of a rapacious bond of midnight cunspiraton fur public office, and the coatrol of the sUte, for the welfaie of U» 
whole society? 
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jntf 9ay» .that for the pretent, nothing can be efTecled in relation to our scheme till Mr. Boileau 
refiiroB from the state of New York, which will be in about '4 or 5 weeks. The truth is, M*Coy, 
Boileau is but a child in politics, he is not half enough acquainted with the underhand work that 
marks the bold and discerning politician. I will teU you who I think will embrace this scheme 
much sooner than Boileau. I mean Wm. Findlay. He is so full of schemes and notions, that 
he is literally running over with them. But there we cannot well go — we have unfurled the flag 
I of discontent, and il would look cowardly to furl it up again, imless it should be thought better 
a to surrender at discretion. 

e While I write this about Findlay, do not suppose that* I doubt Boileau. No, I am far 

i from doubting this man's honesty, but, I frankly confess, I doubt his policy. When I see him I 
r| will read his heart. Findlay at this time stands the best chance of any man I know, if a lew 
B ' ;of us would become recruiting sergeants in his cause. Moreover, he will be hostile to Binns, 
rj who is soing down fast. You may think me a damned strange creature to be vacillating be- 
tween Boileau and Findlay— BUT AS YOU AND I, AND ALL POLITICIANS, ARE MEN 
OF PRINCIPLE IN PROPORTION TO OUR INTEREST, I have written to you undis- 
guisedly upon this matter. If you have time to come down with Hart in the stage some after- 
noon, and have a long talk with me, you and I will understand each other more fully. I want to 
talk with yon about our joining with Leib. I wish to know whether the democrats might not 
come in this way in the city, I know they would — I vnsh you to go on the ticket, at your leisure 
you could then make arrangements with Peacock, we would then be on the spot to join the man 
most likely to succeed. 

I would like to see you before I see Dr. Leib. I know I shall see him before the election — I 
see there is no chance for my success in the N. Liberties, except it be through the assistance of 
old achoolism — ^Bussier, if he is rejected, will quit the party ; but by that time the opposition will 
have their candidate. We ought to watch them well now, and be prepared for the worst. Re- 
member me to all our family— 'tell my dear parents that we are alLwell. 

Your friend, J. B. SUTHERLAND. 



A Secret Chapter in New Jersey Special Legislation, 
. . [No. 94.] Dear Sir : I was too late to-day in my application to Council. They met, and 
immediately adjourned without doing any business, so as to get off in a coach that was waiting 
for them. Bnt you need not despair. I have seen Halstcd the member from Essex — he would 
have offered the resolution if an opportunity had occurred. He is opposed to the Morris Canal 
and Banking Co., upon principle, and would have opposed their bili, if he had been in his 
■eat ; but knowing his sentiments, they watched the opportunity, and passed it in his absence. 
James L. Green says he thinks they have done wrong in letting that bill pass, and he would 
avail himself, I think, of any chance of crippling them. 

Halsted will offer the whole resolution and support it, whether the return is filed or not by 
Tuesday next, and I think I can induce Green to assist as a member of the committee. 

It requires some little management and trouble ; btit Wm. Halsted and myself will engage to 
gat it introduced notwithstanding any return they may make. The forfeiture of their banking 
privileges has accrued, and the return cannot restore it. 

We therefore will introduce it ; have it referred tu Halsted as chairman of committee, with 
some other member (Green if we can get him appointed,) and will get a report of an unfavor- 
able character ; how far it will go we cannot tell — that diepends upon the investigation and dis- 
doeures made. 

We can raise such a dust about it as will bring the President back to defend himself. We 
{HTOpose to ask the committee to give us a fair hearing, which the chairman will readidly grant. 
• As there are now two of us engaged^ and this is the last plank upon which we can make a stand, 
yon must tell your friends they must provide accordingly in case we succeed in our operation. 

I forgot to tell you to have the Evening Post sent to me as Editor, immediately, and if you 
diink it necessary tha Times. Yours, &,c. 

[« What affair is this ? Who besides Hoyt can explain it?"— W. L, M.] 



Send my clothes to my Washerwoman, hire my lodgings, and get Duer to choose my Wines — 
Ought such services to have been paid with $50,000 a ycrir, and a douceur of $220,000 at part' 
ing ' Wherein does the favoritism of Louis XIV. and of Martin J. differ 1 
9 " ' To. 95 ] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

C skill, June 25. 1819. — Dear Sir: I arrived here last night from New York, and go to-day 
with General Root in his chaise [or chair] to Delhi. I hope to be in Albany on Friday next. I 
•OKi by the boat my valice, containing some clothes which J wish you would send to my washer* 
woman. She is the same who wabhes for Mr. Bleecker. Yours in haste, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 96.] Same to same. Nov. 17, 1819. — Dear Sir: I want about fifteen or twenty gal. 
lona of table wine — say prime Sicily, Madeira, or some other pleasant, but light and low wine 
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to drink with dinner. I wish you would get Mr. Dubr, who takes this, to select it for niA, ud 

buy it and send it up.t Get me also a box of good raisins and a basket of good figs, and Mod 
them with the wine. There is yet $94 (I believe that is the sum) due me from Mr. George Grto- 
wold on my fee in the Washington [that seems to be the word] cause, which I wish you would get 
from him and pay for the above articles out of it, and remit the balance to me by Mr. Duer. If 
you dont get it, Commodore Wiswall will give you the money, and receive it here again from me. 
Excuse the trouble I give you. The report you mention of the Comptroller has not reached here. 

Your friends M. V. BUREN. 



[No. 97.] [Martin Van Buren to * Jesse Hoight, Esq., Wall St. N. Y.» ! 

April 29, [1820.] Dear Sir : I shall leave here with Tuesday's boat, and will stay in N. Yo* v 
some time. I wish you would get for me, from Mrs. Henderson, the use of her little parlor anil 
a bed-room — and if she cannot accommodate me, get it elsewhere. I would, however, prefer 
altogether to stay with her, but can't do without a room other than a bed room. 

/ think the election w safe. Youre in haste, M. V. BUREN. 



*No 98.] Martin Van Buren lends his Mowty hy the $5 to the Poor, and buys Wine hf tkt 

Pipe for the Rich, 
Attorney General Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. York. 

June 21, 1820. — Dear Sir: Just as I was going from New York, Abraharft P. Van S 

who is a clerk in Jacob I. Barker's store, 456 Pearl Street, a nephew of John C. H , Esq., 

borrowed $10 of me, under a promise to send it up, which he has not done ; and, from what Mi. 
Hogeboom tells me, I apprehend he did not intend to do it. I wish you woold see him and make 
him pay it to you. Ask the Secretary about the enclosed. I have never heard any thiner about 
it since I paid my $10. * Your friend, M. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 99.] The same to the same. Date and place torn off. 

" I am afraid you will begin to think me a very troublesome friend — but I AM CON- 
STANTLY THE VICTIM OF IMPOSITION—that man Plimpton who own the Aboltaot 
BORROWED FIVE DOLLARS! of me, when he went off, under a promise to send it up. 
If you happen to fall in with him I wish you would him — he is a graceless dog. It would 
incommode me very much if I should not have my carriage next week. The Governor is to be 
qualified to day, but Albany is as quiet as a church. It is said that efforts have been made to 
raise the wind, but in vain. Mr. Clinton is universally considered here as politically defunct. 
I will believe that there. is nothing in the story I heard in Philadelphia [a part is tdm off] out of 
courtesy, and will want them. I go from hence in a few days. M V. BUREN. 

P. S. Mr. Hoyt will oblige me by presenting the above to Mr. Beekman, and transmitting 
me the money.** 

[No. 100.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse JEIott, 40 Wall Street, N.Y. 

August 20, 1820. — D. Sir : You will obligo me by presenting the above draft to M. Kaufher, 
and the within check at tho City Bank, who will, of course, give you the money for it, whkli 
pay to Dominick Lynch, Esq. for a half pipe of Wine I bought of him sometime since. I have 
mislaid the bill, but I believe this is about the amount. If there is. a difference, pay it, and let 
me know what it is. M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 101.] August 23d. — D. Sir: I enclose you a draft this moment received from Mr. KaoH 
ner [or Kaufman] — be so good as to use it as before directed, and to call on Mr. Kaufman, and 
say to him that I have received the $150 — that his cause has not been reached on the Calendar 
— and of course goes off until the next term. My prospects of success are good. Give Mr. K. 
the receipt on the other side. Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 102.] § E, Livingston to J. Hoyt, on Butler's influence, Van Bu%eiis young tribe, ami 
New Leaders — lessees Stock, 
Albany, Feb. 24, 1821. — Dear Hoyt; The Notary bill will not pass, nor will any regulation 
be made concerning Commissioners or Masters in Chancery. Do you wish Ward appointed m 

t Mr. Hoyt w^« at the Franklin House, New York. 

t Bennett declares in liis Herald (Oct. .3, 1845) that had he known that $5 or $10 were of so much importAM| 
to Mr. V. B., and that Mr. V. B. required the ^dnrsement of C. C Chmbreleng to enable him to borrow MBK 
when he went to Washington as Jackson's secretary of state, he would never nave attempted to borrow 9StSQ$ 
thro* his influence. 

$ F^lward Livinjrston was elected Clerk of Assembly in 1822, and held the oflioe a long time. Having removed 
from New York to Albany ha was elected to the legislatnre from that countv, and succeeded Charles Rnmnliny 
as P!»enker. in 1837, by 80 v.ites, against 27 for Luther Bradish. who was Speaker in the session of 1838. He wm a 
hrother-in-lnw of Judge Sutherlnnd. and was succeeded as Clerk bv Senotor Seger, who hnd been his deputy. Tbs 
Albany Re-rency ore said to have been de«in.us to ele«-t Mr. L. Clerk H. of R., in Congress. Dec'r. 183B. ** The head 
quarters of the monopolv democrats fsaid I^^ggeit) is in the city of Albany — '■ — and Edward Livingston, wb<Mt 

rrfiiioiis and tergiversating conduct, as Speaker of the Aieombly, earned for him the scorn of every true i 
im of their mouth pieces." 



ON MARRIAGE — OFFICE-HUNTING — REGENCY POLITICS IN 1821. 18^ 

Muter? If you do, a line to Butler would fix it. There appears to be some discontent in the 
Csrop— flome say that we must have new leaders, but I believe all is safe, and that the power 
of the party will be permanent if ordinary discretion is used, t Peter R. told me that if ihe 
ooUisions which have taken place since hpd happened before the New York appointments, that 

he would be d d if I should not have had my appointment. Sutherland did not want any 

thing for himself, but went away quite in a hxtpf. Van Buren's young tribe, that he has been 
training for the last 18 months, thought they could rule the State, but he is too cunning for them. 
The party is in an unsettled state ; we want a firm leader. We must puff up some of our clan 
into a great man. Bowne is pressing the bill to divide the mayoralty as fast as possible, to ena- 
ble him to give us a mayor, Sic. But who they will be he keeps to himself Hatch writes me 
' Aat he was much surprised at my sudden departure. I should like to know whether Noah has 
appointed his Att'y. I do not think he will give it to os. I should be very glad to be in New 
York, for I am tired of Albany ; « ♦ « * Believe me, dear friend. 

Yours most sincerely, EDWARD LIVINGSTON. 

[No. 103.] Same lo the same — Nov. 22, 1821. — Dear Hoyt: I suppose you ^ill learn from 
Mr. Van Buren and other friends every thing new and interesting * * * Owing to the rise 
of wheat I am fearful that United States Stock is lower, but God grant you a safe deliverance. 

« * » » « J think you had better try your hand at matrimony. 



On Marriage — advice to Hoyt — Albany very dull.' 
[No. 104.] Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 

Albany, December 3, 1821. My Dear Jesse : I presume that you have by this time returned 
from Rhode Island. Your visit to Hartford was, I guess, about a certain libel suit, which busi- 
nen may possibly cost you some money. You are beggarly poor ; granted ; pretty sentimen- 
tal, &c. Now, in my opinion, if you get married on the spur of the occasion, you stand a 
mudl chance of being taken in — as yon are as apt as other folks to be deceived by first impres- 
sions. You are generous, and therefore the more danger. Your standing in society is very good, 
be careful or else you may be worse off. As Noah says, Prithee good Mr. Aothecary give me 
an ounce, not of civet, but of common prudence : But you will ask * how the devil shall I take 
it?' Taht is more than I know, I do assure you. It is a pity that there is no shop where such 
^ eommodities can be bought, for 1 should like to take a pretty powerful dose, and would pre- 
scribe the same to my friend Hoyt. *»»*«* 

aa you dont appear to care what you take by frequenting No. 55, &c. If a woman that you 
should esteem should have too much money, get me to draw up the marriage articles, and 
I will rid you of all difficulty upon the subject. You ask me to dispel the difficulties stated 
in your letter, but in the first branch of your argument you explicitly admit that they are all of 
a visionary character and complexion. My advice is, not to think of getting married ; it ap- 
pears like doing the business by the job- Xusr teep quiet and you will be married soon enough. 
Tour poetry I have no doubt was very fine, but I did not exactly, as Lord Byron says, cum. 
prehend it. The why, &c. You need not apologize for your letters, for they are always re. 
ceired with a cordial welcome. Sheriff Ganscvoort is going to make a dye of it they say. There 
are no persons here with whom I associate but Denniston and King, and Henry Davis, conse- 
quently the town must be very dull no me. I think by present appearances that you will make 
money by your stock contract if you hold on. * * * * 

Youre most sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 



Speaker Livingston canvassing for the Clerkship of the Assembly, 
[No. 105.] Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

ALBAinr, Dec. 21, 1821. — Dear Hoyt : I am fearful that Hatch is a snake in the grass, so be 
cautious. I have understood that Mat Davis is coming up to Albany with the members. I 
want to have him engaged in my favor. Judge [W. P.] Van Ness will do it for me, if you will 
mention it to him. * * * Benjamin Knower says he will not interest himself about the 
clerkship, but is committed to support Esleeck if he does any thing. Butler and Knower are 
Eslaeck's only fiiends, and [Judge] Skinner is alone in backing [Ephraim] Storr. * * * John 
Cramer has been very active in my behalf * * * James Burt, and every other man who 
raipects himself, will not vote for Vonderheyden. * * I wish that Gardiner would speak to 
S^aine for mo, and explain how things stand. I hope Hatch has written to Boston and spo- 
ken to Munaon. I want you to have ovory member of the N. Y. delegation spoken with once 
more, and especially Mr. Verplanck, (by you,) who could, and I doubt not, will, do me much good. 
a « ^ I wish you would ask Butler, when he thinks that E. has no chance, if he would give 
me a lift. I was very sorry to learn that Mr. Ulshocffer was determined to support Vonder- 
heyden. * * » E. LIVINGSTON. 

tP«t*r R. LiTinpston of Ihitehan Co. was elected Speaker of the AsserobW, by 117 out of 133 votes, in Jan. 18^. 
B» was tiie most ultra of Governor CliDtun*s opponents. In Jan. 1828. Mr. Livinirston was elected President of the 
Benate of N. T., and has long been a most decided partisan of Henry Clay lor the Presidency. Hammond desenbse 
Ma ■■ ** jaefinatiT" and el^osiit," 



iSG THE WAY THE DEMOCRATIC LEADERS MANAGE ABOUT OFFICES. 

Noah^s maUgnit^^^UUhoeffefM cunning — Tompkins, Yates, Spencer, Crolius, ^e, 
[No. 106.] Edward LivingBton (Speaker, &c.) to Jesse Hoyt, New York. i 

Albany, Jan. 21, 1622. — Dear Hoyt. * * <» 'Our people all seem disposed to be in fprni I 
humor with each other, and ridicule Noah's attempt to interest the party in his personal fquabb ' 
bles, and say that he makes an unjustifiable use of his paper to gratify his personal maligniiy. , 
* * * UlshuefTttr is ^ven more cunning than I supposed him, before the accurate iiispeciioQ 
I have given him for the last three weeks. As to President of the U. S. our people dont know i 
what the devil to think. Tompkins drinks too hard-*so they say. I wish our people woulil 
back the Secretary of the Navy [Smith Thompson], but he appears to have a small body <l%« ri 
frienris. His conduct about the post office here has done him some service — and Adams's letteiv 1 

together wiih his 4th of July orHtiom, is enough tu I) n any common man. Governor, I I 

should like to have Yates chosen for it, but they say he will keep Spencer on the bench, which I 
some people do not like. * * * I keep my tounge as close as posisible, and attend to my 
own business. * * * I will get the Examiner birth for Ward if p.>s8ible — if not, I will fgk 
it for you. Tell & Cambreleug that I am satisfied, and so are the people here, that our mem- 
bers of CongreM were entrapped into signing for S. Van Rensselaer [to be P. M. at Albany.] 
Crolius and Hale electioneered for each other. Hale was to make Col. Crolius speaker, and the 
favor was to be returned. Crolius is a * * * *, and 1 hope you will find ways and 
means to keep him at home. Believe me^ as ever, your true and sincere friend, 

K. LIVINGSTON. 

[No. 107.] Senator Van Buren to Jesse Hott, Attomey.at-Law, N. Y. 

Georgetown, Col'a, Jan. 23, 1822. — Dear Sir : Be so good as to deliver the enclo!>ed. We 
have nothing new here. The Bankrupt Bill is under discussion in the House — its fate is becnin. 
ing more doubtful. Please to get and send me the American containing the numbers of * the 
Federalist of 1789 * published last summer. In haste, your friend, M. V. BURGN. 

[No. 108.] ■ Senator Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt. — Washington, Jan. 28, 1822. — I have tUi 
moment received yours, for which I thank you, and beg of you as a favor to write me often on 
the subject of the interesting concerns that agitate you. For the present, I have only to say that ^ 
1 never heard of the report that Mr. Sanford would not accept one of the vacant missions until the 
receipt of your letter. Mr. King, however, heard such a suggestion. I am however entirely cob. 
fident that that report had no influence on the question. 

In haste, yours tnily, M. V. BUREN. 



No Bucktail no Office^ a singular Chancery sale — • Stop my Newspaper .^ 
[No. 109.] Speaker Livingston, to Jesse Hoyt, N. York. Albany, March 26, [1822.1 
Dear Hoyt: I was unable to procure the appointment of Ward as an Examiner in Chancer?. 
as they thought here that HE HAD NOT BEEN A BUCKTAIL LONG ENOUGH, and 
they would not let your merits count in his favor : I therefore chanflfed my ground and had VM 
appointed.t I hope this will be grateful to you and my friend Ward. Let Ward act as your 
sworn clerk. It is supposed the legislature will adjourn about the 10th of April : the sooner the 
better. Everything in the poUUcal way goes on smoothly. Young looks as if he had been bled : 
I feel sorry for unsuccessful candidates.- I think in this state we ought to have a peculiar 
prayer for such people, and especially one in the common Prayer Book. I shall soon have the plea- 
sure of seeing you. Write me a long letter. Yours sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 

[No. 110.] Same to same. Albany post mark, May 14, 182— ."I have abandoned att 
idea of settlmg at Albany. The chancellor has been so much perplexed, harrassed of late that 
he this day permits his furniture to be sold at sheriff's sale and bought in.J This will be my 
apology to you for this short letter. ♦ * ♦ Seymour, it is supposed, is elected in the Wei 
tern District. Make me one of the Committee in the first ward [of N. Y.l for nominatins Tell 
Hatch to attend to it." s- acu 

t Hammond ten* ni, in pan 116 of his 2nd volume, that under the law of party, then and now nrevailin« te 
Gowdor mutt carry into effect the wishes of hfs political friends; that is, he is a mere tool of the faction of S 
hour, and must name to the Smiate as fit candidates for office, whoever a caoeiu or coontj majority of polMeiZ 
"»ayj>ctate. This is setting republican ifovemment at defiance. !«>««»» 

It had been the custom to appoint a notary-public for each bank, end as be wai a bank ajrent the Director* niun«A 
him without reference to hit politics. The amended constitution vacated all offices-tester Bui kSvtelteJrf 
the sute bank Albany, was rMommended by the Directors for re-anpointment. He was a moral man of^hlrt e^ 
acter, and an elder of B. F. Bntler's favorite church, but because trdiffered a little from Van b" Jen", party ^^ 
cus system, the senat*) rejected Governor Yates's nomination, and refused to let ihnt pettv office be filfcd bv^ 
±'t?/c"oun^**iiS±''^i"S- The next move was the Safety Fund, thro' which?nnk sS, di^i^^SK 
SS'tli whStelfi^deri'ii^bU*^"^^ """ """^"^ »"''' "^"^ '^^^'y ^" '»»* •»*»^»''«« of VaJeSi 

{Can this allude to Chancellor Ksntl 



V 



HARD TIMES WITH VAN BUREN — LlVmGSTOlf^S GOSSIP. l87 

fNo. 111.] M. V. Buren, to Jesse Hoyt. — Aijbant, June 2d, 1822. Dear Sir: I wish you 
would pay my old friend Mr. Car!er,t what I owe him, avd ask him to discontinue his paper. It 
B uwfBCESSARY TO SAY that f om influenced in this solely by a necessity to curtail my expenses o( 
thtt HedcriptioQ which are too heavy. Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

Ulskoeffer praised — Gibbons the Butcher — Hoyt — Van Buren — Offices — Shearing, bic.^^Jacob 

Barker. 
[No. 112.] Edward Livingston, Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

June 3, 1822. Early in the morning and quite warm at Albany, after sundry refreshing 
Idtowera. My dear Hoyt: « * « * * Your friend Don Juan, queer as it mny seem, reminds 
me of Lurd Coke, for he says that it is not from meny books that a man deriveth knowledge, but 
frjun the well understanding of a few. * * * Mr. Van Buren is here, but intends going to 
Schoharie this week with Judge Sckinner,' to see Sutherland. How does Ulshoeffer come on? 
I wncerely hope they will not be able to break him down, as I think him the flower of the flock, and 
indeed his frankness and steadiness must always commend him to the Repuhlicm party as one of its 
best men. About your being crazy, I do not feel alarmed, for ycm have already had the strength 
of your nerves tried, and they have not been found wanting. * * * How would you like Talcott 
for chief justice? Gibbons the butcher wants to be mayor of Albany, and Southwick- governor. 
Huzza for universal suffrage ; when connected with universal knowledge and honesty, you would 
perhaps add, to make it a little safe. How does Judge W. W. Van Ness come on, and is Wm. 
P. gdtig to South America ? Amen, so be it, says Jesse. » * * * 

Yours sincerely, ED. LIVINGSTON. 

[No 113.] The same to same. Albany, July 18, 1822.— ***** We had a fn.lic, 4th 
of July, about 12 miles below the city. Judge Buel, J. Stevenson, Peter Gansevoort, &,c. We 
had a turtle feast at Cruttenden's about eight or ten days since, when I sat between Mawne 
Bleecker and Mat. Van Buren, and received from the latter sundry protestations, &c. The For- 
tunes of Nig»'l 1 shall commence this evening, and hope they may be better than either yours or 
mine. * * You will have warm work this fall in New York. If you can get on the [Assembly] 
ticket you will (frankly) disappoint nie as much as you have your Albany friends. They awked 
^here, • Who is this Hoyt of New York that was engaged in a cause in Rhode Island, with Web» 
■ter, &c V ' The store keeper,' said I. * The Store keeper I' said they—* well, what's this world 
a coming to !* 

Albany, July 24, 1822. — My Dear Jesse, * * * * The people here are such cursed misan* 
thropes, in their dispositions that I feel convinced you gave the city of Albany its true character, 
while I labored under an error. 

[No. 114.] August 13, 1822, Albany. (Please fttim this letter.) Dear Hoyt *»»* since 
my last letter I have heard your wonderful perseverance and various other estimable qualities 
extolled by your friend Butler. I would fain tell the rest, but will not make you vain. * * * 
Beware of a restless desire to know what is said of yourself, for Solomon sayeth, " Take heed to 
all words that are spoken, lest thou hear thy servant curse thee.** * * * Court was very full 
this morning. Judge Van Ness made some motions— Buel wants to be Senator from this district ; 
so does Dudley — Talcott, Sutherland, and Wood worth are currently spoken of as Judges of the 
Supreme Court. All in doubt about Chancellor. How would you like Savage for Attorney 
General and Duer for Comptroller ? * * « I have left off Swearing, Chewing, and Smoking, and 
Drinking. What a Devil of a mixture! * * * The old rule was to bring your mind to your 
situation — the greatest misery in the world is poverty coupled with magniflcent notions. Be 
moderate : begin with cider and get up to wine— not with wine and come down to cider. * ♦ * 
Who would make the best Chancellor — Harmanus Bleecker, Nathan Sanford, or Jacob Barker? 
They say Barker is the only man who will bo able to keep up with in the rapidity 

>and wildneas of his decisions — but thay say that neither Van Buren nor Jacob will take it. 
No telling what would take place if Southwick should succeed ! * * * Believe me, as ever. 

Your sincere friend, E. LIVINGSTON. 

B. Livingston to Jesse Hoyt — HoyVs appointment — the Elections. 
[No. 115.] Albany, November 1, 1822. 

Dear Hoyt : I have just received your letter stating that my dear friend, Mr. Cooper, had 
made a vacancy for you to fill up. To thank him becomingly, would be my great joy. Now, 
in sober truth, what could be better than to have you and Gardiner both here ? You have ex- 
ceeded my expectations, for I did not think that you could get the nomination. Gardiner, I al- 
ways thought could come when he pleased to make the effort. The ticket is a good one, and 
one I hope that win be popular. Alas ! poor Junius has too romantic a name for a legislator. 
He had better go too New England and get christened afresh. Our people here were all in hopes 
that you would get the nomination, and I doubt not will be joyful on the occasion. We calcu- 

t Nathaniel H. Cum ww eiJtM.of the N. Y. BtatMmaii, and one of the tttnognphen who had npoitad Mr^Va^ 
Bwvn'ttpe choiaiith«itotecoavwliMiaftAlh«iyil»f«arMim,^ . 
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late to get in our Senators, and to elect Jeace Buel, who is already spoken of as Speaker, in mm 
he should be elected ; but this is inter noa. In Ontario, General Swift and his ticket will pravaiL 
Orange county is said to be in trouble — Evans, it is said, will be elected to Congress in hif dJi- 
trict, by the Clintonians and leaders. In Ontario, Dudley Marvin, a self-nominated gentl«>iiMUi, 
together with Rose, a regular candidate, it is stated, will be elected to Congress. Sonfurd ii 
spoken of pretty currently, for Chief Justice, and Sutherland and Woodwonh as the side Joati- 
lices. Do not give me as the author of any political speculations of this kind, or of any oiher 
kind. This is intended merely for your own information and amusement. Remember me to 
Gardiner, Ward, &c., and believe me. Yours, sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 

P. S. — Lorenzo has just been here, and his eyes are as big as a tea saucer, and he appears to^ 
be rather glad, or so. I saw Bowne at the Reading Room, and he says he is glad you are oa 
the ticket—likes the ticket, &.c. He appears to be well pleased to be out of the way, during 
these troublesome times in New York. I shall be most happy to send you the Rules of tht 
House, as likewise die other Members after you shall have been duly elected. '' The HonorMt 
Mr. Hoyf — it looks well, and hope it will sound well. Amen. 

Secretary J, V. JV. Yates^a Courteous Epistle to a Member elect, 
[No. 116.] John Van Ness Yates, Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Albany, November 8th, 1822. — Dear Sir : Permit me to congratulate you on your electkm to 
the Assembly. To find an Albanian after so short a residence in the metropolis of our state, 
rising into notice, and securing the confidence of his republican brethren, is no small proof 
of merit, and argues that those who bestow and he that receives can equally penetrate into, 
and justly appreciate the character of a friend. Republicanism has triumphed in this county. 
Federalism has died in agonies. Mr. R. Ten Broeck of this city, a good, clever, poor fcUow, 
and a good active republican, wishes to be a door-keeper of the house, &c. 

• I am, dear sir, sincerely yours, t J. V. N. YATES. 

Van Bur en not fond of the third heavens in the M. H. 
[No. 117.] [To J. Hoyt.]— Nov. 14, 1822. Dear Sir— Why did I not see more of you 
at New York 1 Judge Skinner, General Marcy and myself will come down with Saturday*! 
boat, and wish you to engage rooms for us at the Mechanics' Hall. If he can give us hia littia 
parlor for a sitting room and bed rooms, it will be well ; if not any other good rooms will do, ao 
that they be not too high. I would rather stay on board a vessel than go into his third heavens. 
If you cannot do better you may let General Marcy's room be on high, and he can have the me 
of ray room to do hia bnaineaa in, &c. In haste, your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

A well known Wall St, Broker's Instructions to a Representative of Tammany TJall, in 1823— 
No small notes — DonH tax the Banks^Danger from the U, S. B^oUy of Conneeticut'-4ke 
way Bank Capital is created in N. Y, — Our State Securities — those of Pa. — Keep cool. 
R. H. Nevina, Broker, Wall street, N. Y., to Jesse Hoyt, House of Assembly, Albany. 
[No. 118.] New York, January 23, 1823. Dear Hoyt : I did not mean to be under- 

stood 88 opposed to the paaaage of Mr. Rathbone'a Bill, only ao far as it falls short of what I 
think it ought to be. 1 think the circulation of all Bank Notes less than five dollars, should hi 
prohibited. In mentioning the objections to his Bill, it was rather to encourage a more extensive 
prohibition, than to recommend none at all. Perhaps his view of the matter is more correct than 
mine — and it might be attempting too much to go further at this time. 

As to the alarming project of Taxation, it is one which I hope may be arrested. When I 
reflect upon the proud pre-eminence of our State ; the high character of its public aecuritiea, 
the aolidity and respectability of the most of our chartered Institutions ; when I see New York 
stand alone among her sister states, an Empire, as it were, surrounded by tributary Provinces, 
all looking up to her for examples of sound Wisdom, of magnanimous policy ; confiding in the 
belief that, as hitherto she has been the great repository of their wealth, so will she continue to 
be. When I porceive such a fair fabric of political grandeur about to be overthrown, or at least 
undermined, I cannot forbear repeating the sentiment so often in every man's mouth, ** Whom 
God," &c. &c. 

Do the men at Albany consider how far the effects of such a measure may reach ? It will not 
simply touch the pockets of the rich. The inhabitant of the Log House will feel it too. Why 

t Mr. Tales wa« a ten of Chief Justice Yatei. a distant relation of Joseph C. Tales, a lawyer, had been 
der of Albany, filled the office of Secretary of State in IflSS, and canvassed against Toune and for his own 
sake, as the backtail candidate for Governor, who succeeded in Nov. IKS, and had the distribution of the CNtt 
offices of state, under the new constitution. In Feb. 1833, the bucktail lef islatore reappointed J V. N. T. ai 
Secretary, and Marcy as Comptroller. Gen. Tallmadge was Marcy *s competitor ; but Van Buren, tboa^ ai 
Washington, did his utmost to oppose Toung and Cr8raer*s influence, which they vainlv exerted fur TallmaJia* 
Mr. Tales was a friend of Adams, and opposed to the Crawford, Van Buren party— and in Feb. 1886, he wai ft- 
moved by the legislature, 85 votes to 37, and A. C. Flagg, elected Secretary or State ; with Marcy again as Bu*p* 
trollor, and Talcott attorney-general. Tales is described by Hammond as rather lax in his morals. soeiable.aM 
of Mnfiof naniMn : ha was noeh attachad to Cliatoa, ML too fimd of ToanUfn, Uft ' 
likad by AabniM Bpanaar for not mpponiiif Madkoa in tiM aaily atifai of the war. 



A WALL ST. BEOKEB UNFOLDLMG THE MYSTERIES OF STOCK-JOBBING. 189 

U it that a Farmer in the State of New York can borrow on his Land, and thus prevent fre- 
quently his own ruin, when in some of our neighboring States, such a thing is too vain ever to 
be attempted ? What but our Laws, together with the great flow of capital that comes here to 
be invested. When will the Canal Loans be taxed ? When the Slate has no longer occasion 
to borrow. Will the holders of our Bank and Insurance Stocks have any confidence in the ex- 
emption of the Canal Stock from taxation any longer than the State wants to borrow? Will 
not the argument be among Men of Property, that it is better to place their i)roperty in Stock of 
the United States, or in the United States Bank 1 Are not the friends of the latter looking on 
now in high exultation at the prospect of their prediction coming about sooner than their own 
wishes had expe/rted it? " The United States Bank will crush all the Slate Banks'* This has 
been for a long time the cry. Will our Legislature do all they can to help on such a result ? 
Will they not rather put a stop at once to the whole project, and by an overwhelming vote quiet 
apprehensions which never ought to have been raised ? Harm enough has been done already. 
Thi? States of Connecticut and New Jersey have driven away Capital to a large amount by tax. 
ing Bank Stock. Real Estate has fallen in various parts of these Slates to half what it was ; and 
in some instances the depreciation has been two-thirds. What has left them has come to us. 
The next place it will go to if the tax passes, will be into United States Bank Stock, &c. 

I understand it to be a very frequent remark of those in favor of taxing , that the personal pro- 
perty taxed in the city of New York, is very small to what it ought to be ; and in proof of it, the 
amount of Bank Capital, &.c., is cited. 

Suppose we have a new bank in the Bowery, with a million capital — or let it be five millions 
if you please. Will any man undertake to say it would increase the amount of personal property 
in the city? What would be necessary to make up such a bank? Only a few thousand dol- 
lars of specie, and bank credits for the balance. 

Suppose, for argument sake, a man is worth $10,000, and it consists of 100 United States 
Bank shares. He would subscribe to a new Bank — he borrows $10,000 on his stock-^and as 
likely as not may put down for four times that sum in the new concern, for probably 25 per 
cent of the money may be all that is called for, and his notes for the balance. Or, if the 
whole [amount of stock at once] is to be paid in, it is only for him by a little management 
to borrow of the Bank, or of A. B. and C. by a pledge of his stock. Behold then how our cap- 
itals are made up ! — $S0,000 ! where there is only in fact $10,000. Verily there is more per- 
Moal property taxed than exists. 

Contrast the character of our State securities with any around us, or in any part of the Union. 
Is there one of the whole number that has the least credit in a foreign country ? There is a 
Canal stock of the State of Pennsylvania, bearing an interest of 6 per cent, the payment of 
vbich (interest) is guaranteed for twenty years by the State, and it now sells in Philadelphia at 
97 per cent. Our Canal stock having twenty three yeans to run will bring 110^ per cent : it 
miy be said that the Pennsylvania does not g^iarantee the ultimate payment of the principal, 
there is force in the remark; but to make up for that there is every prospect that tho Canal it- 
■slf will be very productive. Such a stock in our State I have not a doubt would be worth 107 
or 108 per cent. 

Write me again and often. I promise you I will not again trouble you with any long let- 
ters. Dont get out of patience when you see Men act like fools, remembering always that it is 
an every day matter, and would keep one always in a ferment. I make this remark because 
you speak of being tired of legislation. Keep cool and try to persuade our country friends 
c.f their error Yours in much friendship, tR. H. NEVINS. 

The Sentinel to be the New York Patriot— C» K, Gardner. 

■ [No. 119.1 W. Wiley, New York, to Jesse Hoyt at Albany. 

Niw York,' January 26, 1823. Dear Sir: The bearer, Mr. Ketchum, proceeds to Albany 

to-morrow morning, and I have availed myself of the opportunity of tendering my thanks for 

your attention to the Sentinel. A prospectus is issued for the establishment of a daily ncws- 

per under the title of the X" New York Patriot," which we expect to be able to issue within a 

fMr. Rnsiel F. Nerins was one of the Vice Presidents of the j^reat Anti-Texas-annezation meeting, at which Al- 
bert Gallatin presided in the Tabernacle, Broadway, New York. 

1 Col. Charles K. Gardner conducted the PatrUt, Mr. Henry Wheaton aided in gettin^r it up, and Hammond 
tells iw thnt Mr. Calhoun very probably exerted himself in stnrtinff it. It took a decided stand against Urn w- 
ttmX, Van Buren, and his Regencv. Gardner had been aid to Genl. Brown during the war. and was afterwards 
a» AisisTant P. M. General. This office he again filled under Barry and Kendall, and it is said that he is now post- 
master «)f Woshington, in preference to Kendall, by the express desire of Mr. Polk. Mr. Gardner married a dnugh- 
tar of General John McLean, of N. Y., an officer who fought side by side with George Clinton in the days of the 
Bevolution, and is said to be friendly to that excellent educational measure. Cheap Postage. The New York Pa- 
triot took the lead in opposition to Van Boren's caucus nomi.iationR, and urged that the electors of President and 
Vice President should not be chosen by the members of the Legislature, but by the people. If the people are for 
Mr. Crawfiird, said the Patriot, let them have the election, and the minority wlU cheerfully agree to their declared 
wishes. This proposal was resisted by Van Buren, Flagg, Wright, Butler, Hoyt, Marcy and other pretended 
ftiands of freedom, but assented to by Governor Clinton and his supporters. Wright, elected a senator under a 
pledf* to aupport a biU giving the people the choice of electori,*wheeled into line under Van Buren, and voted 
acaimt his Dled^. 
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short period. The Sentinel will then, of course, be melrged, and our subscribers served with the 
daUy paper. ***** ^ W.WILEY. 

A Central FreaSt under Van Buren*8 control^ essential to the successful working of kis Partf 
Machinery. — The Albany Argus. 
[No. 120.] Senator Van Buren to his friend Jesse Hoyt. Jan*y 31, 1823. 

My Dear 6ir : I am overwhelmed with the accouni of poor Cantine's death I know that 
nothing from me can be necessary to secure your zealous attention to Mrs. Cantine's interest, if 
anything can be done for lier. I huve written to Mr. Hoes to be at Albany ; you will tind him 
a most useful man. 1 have also written to Mr. Buel, which letter I want you to see. Among 
you all you must do the best you can. If anything can be done for Mrs. C. I hope and be. 
lieve no repabltcaN will oppose it. MR. HOES Ax\D MYSELF ARE RESPONSIBLE TO 
MR. BUEL FOR $150(> of the last payment. If nothing better can be done, no person ought 
at leant to be appointed who had not previously purchased the establishnient ; and under no circum- 
stances ought anyone to be appointed who is not a sound, practicable, and, ABOVE ALL, 
DISCREET republican. WITHOUT A PAPER THUS EDITED AT ALBANY Wfi 
MAY HANG OUR HARPS ON THE WlLLOWS.t With it, the PARTY can survive a 
thousand such convulsions as those which now agitate and probably alarm most of those around 
you, Miike my sincere thanks to Mr. Duer and Mr. Sutherland for their kind letters, and tell 
them I will write them soon. In haste, yours truly, M. VAN BUREN. 

Judge Betts — Noah — Leake— the. ^tate Printer—^* Nolo Episcopari,* with variations — * my views 

are Humble.* 
[No. 121.1 Extracts of letters, Judge Michael UlshoefTer, to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany. 

New York, Feb. 3, 1823.— Dear Sir : * * * All eyes are directed towards Albany, and 
your proceedings have been of such a character as to keep alive public interest and expeetatton. 
Let me know who is to be put in [Judge] Betts's placet — who will be comptroller — and why the 
appointments to be made by the legislature are delayed — who is to be our circuit and first jiidgD, 
&c.? I regret to learn by your letters, that in settling the salaries of the Judges, some feeling, 
growing out of the nominations, may be experienced. It was a surprise to nie that Governor 
Yates nominated the Judges before their salaries were fixed by law. It was not good polief . 
Wns the strong vote against Betts, evidence of the strength of the opposition to Aim, or to the 
Executive, or was it only evidence of Young and Tallmadge's strength ? Or how was it to b«' 
accounted for ? 

I presume that our city appointments are to be recommended by the members, at least I have 
been informed that such is the wish of the Governor. Will your friend Noah consent to this ?-^or 
I pee by his paper that he rules at Albany, and that those who ofii?nd him are to receive no quarter. 
Pray inform me whether he is authorized to say, as he does in his paper, that all who are not 
his fripnds had better stay at home or not offer their' names at Albany this winter? What an 
you doing about state printer, will not Leake obtain it? Let me also know whether any open 
or concerted opposition is made, or making against the Governor. I must again trouble you 
respecting a small appointment in this city. William A. Seely, Esq. whose business is much in 
the collecting line, is anxious to he continued a notary, and desires to be remembertid to you. 
Heretofore, no consideration of politics has governed in these minor appointments, and for that 
reason I have without hesitation written to you in behalf of several of the present incnmhents 
IVhat is to be done in this respect hereafter, you must determine. I feel some anxiety respect- 
ing H. Westervelt, who wishes to be a notary, who has always been a republican and has a 
large family. Do not forget him. You sec I have given you room to write me a loni? letter at 
your leisure. Yours truly, M. ULSHOKFFJiIR. 

t On the S!5th of Ani;ust, in 1820, .Tesoe Bael trnnsferred his interest in the Albnny Arj^usto Cantine St I^ake, af- 
ter beinv six yeard state printer. The Columbian of Mornh 3d, 1831, states that Messrs. Hotford of Albany offerad 
to do the puhlic printin;; for one third less than the Le<;ifflnture afterwards agreed to pay Cantine and Leake, and 
Mr. John C Spencer was for letting them have it ; but Ulshoeffer had previously drilled the party, and ^000 of ad- 
ditional profit thus went into the pockets of C. and L. In February IWl. sjiys the Northern Whi^, " Martin Voo 
Buren hayinj; procured himsHfto he -made Senator of the United States by the legislative ('aucitr — (for the major- 
ittf were against him) — then directed the fillowinsr appointments to be made, viz : J. 1. Van Alen, the hnlf brother 
of Martin, Surrogate, and to be the assistant jud^e of the common pleas ; Martin*s brother. Abraham Van Barea» 
to be Clerk : a Mr. Wileoxon, who is the imrtner <>f Van Alen. who is the brother of Martin, to be District Attor- 
ney ; Cornel'us Ho^hnom, who is the brother-in-law of Abraham, who is the brother of Martin, is an affidavk 
commissioner; Burnet Hoes, who is the brother-in-law of Martin, D»|iutv Sheriff for Kinderhook : and all these in 
the County of Columbia. Then near by in Albany, Moses I. Cantine. the brother-in-law, also, of Martin, is Stats 
Printer ; and Benjamin P. Butler, the partner-i n-Zaw of Martin, is District Attorney.*' " When Buel sold the Argus,** 
says Hammond, **the contract was probably, in reality, mode with the leaders of the democratic party.** How 
true this is the above letter will show. 

t Samuel R. Betts. now U. ff. D. C. Judire. Xew York, was nifmlnated by Governor Yates, in January, 182!!, at 
a topreroe court jud^e. under the new coti»tituti»n, and rejected by the Senate, white Sutherland, nominated wUh 
him, was confirmed. Betu was next uominated by Yates as a circuit Judgt, and the wrm Smote a 
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[No. 122.]— New York, Feb. 18, 1823.— With respect to the Comptrollerehip, I can only 
tty that it was not desired by me, and that I had so written before 1 received your kind letter. 
I have no such views, I assure you. Even that highly respectable situation would not tempt 
me to leave here and reside at Albany : Nor do I desire to be made first judge in any event. 
My views are mt^re humble, and I have no intention at present to become a candidate for any 
office beyond thut of a Notary Public. Accept, however, my grateful thanks for your fiiendly 
intentions, and if I have an opportunity, I will reciprocate. Do not moke a Slate Printer, who 
will transfer the feuds of New York to Albany, and throughout the Sta<e. Dulness would be 
preferable to indiscretion. Do look to this. I regret that the appearance of things is unpropi- 
lious at Albany. But is it necessary to oppose Governor Yares? Will not things gi» on 
smoothly in future ? If the members of Assembly have recommended the county Judges, how 
Qomes it ih«t the Governor nominated Barstow^ &c. ? Has not the Governor complied with 
tbe members' wishes in this respect? But I must conclude with my queries, in the c nfident 
Qipectotion of another interesting letter from you whenever you are at leisure, or in a humor to 
write to your ob. st. and friend, * M. ULSHOEFFER. 



7%e N. Y. delegation puffed — HoyVs Oratory — Public Opinion wkimsieal — The Merchants of 
New York deceptive, traitors in war, and not to be trusted in peace — General Broton — Help 
Drake to a place, 
[No. 123.] James Campbell, Surrogate, New York, to Jesae Hoyt, Assembly Chnmber, Albany. 
New Yi)RK, Feb. 15, J823. — Dear Sir: * * * * You wish to know in what estimation 
the New York delegation are held by their constituents. As fir as I can ascertain public opin- 
ion, you stand well ; indeed J believe I hazard nothing in asserting that we have had no Repre- 
sentation from this City for several years past that has given half the satisfaction. Recollect, 
Ijowever, that you have not as yet more than hnlf finished your labors ; ihar public opinion io a 
very uncertain and precarious thing — more easily lost than acquired : and aliho' things look fair 
at present, 1 would not l>e at all surprised if, at the end of the Sessions, some of you should find 
yourselves as unpooular as certain of your predectssors. From the debates which are published, 
I am glad to find that you frequently address the House ; and, without designing to flatter you, 
it affords me pleasure to observe that your exhibitions as a speaker, do you n(» discredit. 1 was 
much an)used with that debate, where you had the courage to enter the lists, and to break a lance 
with the great Demagorgon of our State. His attack on the merchants was unnecessary and 
unreasonable ; at the same time, you must pardon me for telling you that, in my opinion, your 
defence of them displays more of the spirit of chivalry than sound judgment. Of the ronduct of 
this class of men in the Revolutionary war, I can say nothing, but during the late war, I feel no 
hesitation in sayin.r that the nation is very little indebted to their patriotism. The merchants, 
by which denomination I mean the shippers and importers, as a body, opposed the war, and by 
their great weight and influence, they were but too successful in embarassing the operations of 
the Government. Their conduct in this nffSao.rable contest, was the more culpable and flagi- 
tious, because it was in a great degree owing to their clamors, and chiefly to protect their in- 
terest««, that the Government was induced to take the firm stand which resulted in hostilities. It 
was a holy, a sacred war, declared and waged to protect Free Trade and Sailors' Rights, and 
should have enkindled into a blaze every latent feeling of Patriotism. At the commencement 
of*the war, these votaries of the Counting Desks it is true, made some professions of public spirit 
whilst the Government held over their heads their forfeited bonds ; but when their remission was 
procured, they then dropped the mask, and how violently, malignantly, J may add traitorously 
they subsequently acted, is too strongly impressed on our recollections to be easily or speedily 
obliterated. You say that General Brown was a merchant. Do you then consider a village 
storekeeper a merchant? If I remember right, this same gentleman was once a school-master. 
According therefore to this mode of reasoning, we may yet expect to see the gentlemen of the 
birch and ferule also asserting Mcir pretentions to Patriotism, because this same person was formerly 
a member of their humble but useful fraternity. Tbe merchants, as a body, possessing great 
wealth and intelligence, must necessarily exercise a great deal of influence in every community ; 
nor have they ever been known to be wanting in availing themselves of the advantages of this 
influence, or of being backward in urging their claims to superior consideration. It is a dan- 
gerous thing, in my opinion, to flatter a set of men already too inflated, and always disposed to 
be too arrogant ; and altho' they are entitled to their share of weight in our National Councils, I 
should regard it as a most unfortunate event to see the destinies of our happy country committed 
to the guidance or control of mercantile power and policy. 

* MichneUJIshoeiTcr is a cunning politicinn, and ployed the demagogue in Uie legislature lon^ enotirh tosecute a 
Jiidposlu|), the rewnrd of party services. When De Witt Clinton had coneludtd his annual speech at the opening 
of the legislative session, UUhoefler obtained a committf^ of inquiry, and reported, in snhstnnoe, thut for a Gover- 
Dor to s)i6ak tQ tlie legislature M'hat he has to si^ to them^ instead of writing it on paper and sendinv it us a mes- 
Mge, and fur them to reply to such a speech no matter how discreet it mav he, *' is a remnant of royalty," " and ought 
to i>e abolished.'* Undoubtedly a s]>eech is th« most respectful mode oiTthe two. 



1C2 V. BUREN WITHHOLDS THE STATE PRINTING FROM NOAH — ^JACOB BARKER. 

This tedious digression about your speech has swelled this beyond the ordinarj' dimensions of 
a letter • an effect which 1 did not foresee, or I should have taken care to have avoided It. Other 
matters 'that I intended to communicate, must be deferred to a future occasion. I would thank 
you to exert yourself for my friend Mr. Drake, who is an applicant for the office of Masier in 
Chancery. Drake is quite a fine fellow, and I should be much gratified to hear of his obtaining 
this situation. He has not been a Clintouian for some years, and when he was one, he was a 
fair and moderate opponent. Give my respects to your colleagues, Mr. Rnthbone and Mr. Ver- 
planck.- Your friend, tJAMES CAMPBELL. 

Noah after the Printing— BueV 8 fortune — Peddling State Patronage— being true to \CTeack 

other. 
[No. 124] M. M. Noah to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. New Yokk, 23d Feb. 1893. 

Dear Hoyt ;***»* Mr. Phillips will hand you this, and explain fully the object of 
his visit. With respect to the State Printing, I cknnot but consider myself as unhandsomely 
treated by those from whom I had a right to expect a different course; and am positive that on 
the death of Mr. Cantine there was but one voice in my favor. If management and intrigue 
could have been so successfully exerted as to wean away my friends or impair my claims, then 
there is nothing to expect from the fustics of the Republican party. I cannot blame Mr. Buel 
in wishing to be secured in the paymenis due him, but considering the difficulty we labored un. 
der in bringing the Argus in the republican from the Clintonidn ranks — considering also the 
fortune which Mr, Buel has mUde out of it— I think that opposition does not come with a good 
grace from him, and that any further surviellance over the State Printing should cease. * » * » 
I am ndi so certain that I can be defeated — but if so, I am willing to hazard a defeat, reserving 
to myself the right of spreading the facts before the world, and exhibit the system of peddling 
away the patronage of the State, * » * * Mr. PhilUps, goes up to get a iiection, authori- 
zing legal notices to be pnbli.shedin the advocate . . . it is necessary IN RELATION TO 
THE PRESIDENTIAL QUESTION. , . , He has full powers from me to enter into 
any arrangement , or come to any understanding, which may tend to keep things harmoniousltf 
and comfortably afloat, and prevent schism and division in our ranks — this can only be done by 
acting justly and fairly towards ISJTeach other. 

Always, Dear Hoyt, truly yours, M. M. NOAH. 

Jacob Barker's prospects — he likes * the fun* of War in Europe, and desires to see Young Nap, 

crowned, 
[No. 125.] Jacob Barker, at New York, to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany. — New York, I2th 

March, 1823. My Dear Sir:. I have this moment committed to the flames, a sheet » » * * » 
As soon as steam takes the place of ice, I perceive we are to have the pleasure of seeing you— I 
hope it will be soon, for many rensons, and particularly because Capt. Barker would be glad to 
see you before he goes south. He has dcsolved with the John Wells — she goes into Byrnes and 
Tremble's Liverpool line, and Barker goes to Mohiie to try his hand again at Merchandizing, 
having declined to command a line ship. He left for Boston this day — returns in ten days, when 
he will be one of the firm of Barker &, Co. Halleck is in great spirits. * » * * I have 
no news to tell you — am poor, out of business, with bad prospects, yei cannot but smile at the 
freats of fortune — money very scarce, stocks falling. I have sold my bale [or coal] — lost $352 by 
it— so we go. I thank my friend Davis for this favor — 1 hope the like will be scarce. The Ex- 
change labors not likely to succeed. What think you of the application for the Tradesmen's 
Bank? I feel an interest in its favor on account of Mr. Worth — yet I cannot believe it will 
pass. Mr. Ross sent his ship Mary to Norfolk, where she loaded and sailed from Jamaica — from 
thence she goes to Mobile — from thence to Liverpool. She will probably make him a great voy. 
age, while I, a poor deval, am not making anything. But, nevertheless, very glad of it. The 

t Mr. Campbell dislikes the merchants ; Hoyt, when in office, was uoweoried in his efforts to harrass and ano4>y 
them ; Butler and Van Buren were his mentors in that course ; Birchard, from tlie Treasury, advises the marshal 
to disfranchise tliem on juries : and the following is an extract of a letter flrom Jacob Barker to W. L. Mackenzie, 
dated New Orleunu, Oct. 21, 1813 : 

*' It is true that Mr Van Buren [and Samuel Young] did support Rufus King for a s«at in the United States 
Senate, at a time wl.en the republican party was distracted with dissensions, and when the Kings, the Hamiltons, 
the Duers, the Verplancks and the Bunners had seceded from the Federal party, professing great fuith in the Re- 
publican party, and. like most new converts, were among the foremost in support of the most uhra measures. Mr. 
Van Buren considered an alliance with these men the iMst way to secure the supremacy of the part^, and with 
that view gave to Mr. Kincr his fiillest support, and he was appointed. I differed with him on the subject, and en- 
deavored to dissuade him from his course. I did not think i\ jon towards the members of our own party to select 
one of the Field Marshals of the enemy on whom to confer the moH honorable and ehnrated places within the gift 
of the part^. I considered Mr. King an able, polite, gentlemanly man, fully worthy of the Presidency of the Uni- 
ted States if his own imrtv were in uie majority, but 1 bad heard him, in a sneoch to the mcrchanu at the Tontine 
Coffee House, while tne bleeding corpn of Pearee was lying on the deck of tne Mail Boat, where he had been mur- 
dered by a cannon ball from a Brititii ship of war, I believe the Leander off Barncgat, declare thut the hand* of 
Jefferson were dved in the blood of his countryman, that unfortuyite Pearce, fur tJie reason that he had not resisted 
the Berlin and Milan Decreet, and thereby saved Britain the oeceaaity she was under of aendinf a fleet to oor 
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affaira of Europe are somewhat agitated — I FEAR the fun will he of very short duration. Yet 
if John Bull supports Spain immediately and with all her might, tJiere may be fine fun — or if the 
French army are worth u copper, they will, when organized, proclamc young Nap emperor — ap- 
point a regency — and, with the aid of Spain and Portugal, sustain the same. Austria would co. 
operate, and Russia would not ipeddle, but turn her attention towards Turkey. These things, 
lunoever, are to be wished rather' than expected. Yours, sincerely, JACOB BARKER. 

Civie Economy — James prays Fervently for the Party — all the Presidential Candidates demo- 
crats — Our old foes — James likes Adams worst, Crawford best, Clay next — Jackson is not even 
named. 

[No. 126.] James Campbell, Surrogate, N. Y. to J. Hoyt, Albany. 

New York, March, 1823. — Dear Sir * * * * Our corporation, you have perceived, 
have commenced their operations in good earnest. The salaries of some of the offices in their 
gift were unquestionably too high. The offices of District Attorney aud Clerk of the Sessions, 
ror instance, would. well admit of considerable reductions and still remain good offices. In 
their ardent zeal t^ il^trenchment, I cannot but think that they have gone too far in cutting down 
the compensation of the latter officer to the paltry sum of $1250 ! The allowance, in my opinion, 
ought to have Seen at least $2000. To be frank with you, I think our Corporation are at pre. 
sent undertaking to do a great deal too much ; and if they ore not restrained in their career they will 
assuredly destroy the preponderance of the Republican Party in this city. Courts, Police, Jus- 
tices, Collectors of Taxes, and I know not how many -other things, are to be changed ; and what 
is most singular, in all this business, several of these alterations instead of being agreeable to the 
People, are very obnoxious. For my part, I confess that I am weary of these incessant changes, 
and that I long to see something like permanence once more established in our city and state. 
As 1 do not wish to incur the hostility of the Corporation, you must consider this as confi. 
dential. 1 fervently pray, but I scarcely dare hope, that recent occurrences at Albany may not 
give rise to new divisions in our Party. The influence of this great State has already suffered 
much in consequence of our dissensions, and I am aFraid that it is doomed to experience a further 
diminution from the same cause. On the eve of the Presidential election, it is of the last im- 
portance that the Republicans of this state remain united, that she may assume that station in 
ihe Union to which she is justly entitled from her superior population and resources. Indeed the 
ascendency of genuine republican principles throughout the Union, will in a great degree de- 
pend on the course that shall be pursued by this state in the approaching election for President. 
True it is, there appears to be no direct or oprn opposition in this contest to the Republican 
Party, all the candidates professing themselves to be pure republicans ; but if we examine the 
matter coolly, it will be found notwithstanding these appearances, that the stability of the Repub. 
lican Party was never more seriously threatened or endangered than at present. Our old foca 
are still arrayed against us ; the mode of warfare is only changed ; and they now hope to efiect 
by insidious wiles and stratagems what they never could achieve by open force. If the Repub- 
lican Party should ever be guilty of such an act of dementation as to support John Q. Adams for 
President, farewell in that event to Republicanism : I expect to see the doctrines of high-toned 
federalism again in operation. Of the different candidates for thJs exalted office, 1 prefer Mr. 
Crawford. I believe that he possesses distinguished talents, and that he is a gentleman of great 
private and political purity of character. What recorrimends him not a little with me, and it 
ought with every true republican, is to find that he is so vehemently opposed by the old invete- 
rate federalists, and the newly converted republicans. If, however, the Party should not bfe 
disposed to support Mr. Crawford, why then take up Mr. Clay, or some other person, but let the 
watchword be *' any Republican against Mr. Adams.** Let me know your sentiments on this 
subject. I hope we don't differ on this cardinal point ; and do not fail to avail yourself of every 
opportunity to diffuse correct notions on this subject, among our republican brethren of the country. 

JAMES CAMPBELL. 



L. JJoyfs feelings in favor of a triumph of law over good conscience — Th let the People elect their 
Presidents would he republican if good for our side — A had candidate for the Clerkship — 
Hoyt ready to take office under him. 

[No. 127.] Counsellor Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany, to Counsellor Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
ALBAmr, Dec'r. 24, 1893.— Dear Brother: * « * « * McDonald's cause is decided 
in his favor, and for which I think he may thank Chief Justice Savage. Sutherland and Wood, 
worth, together with 11 Senators, were dead against him, and Savage and 16 Senators for him. I 
CONSIDER IT A TRIUMPH OF THE LAW OVE K EQUITY AND GOOD CONSCIENCE. 
I must say I had but very slight hopes before the argument ; but after the cause was argued, 
and the facts so ably and correctly laid open to the Senate, 1 thought McDonald's prospects 
brightened. Messrs. Van Vechten and Henry, who argued the cause on the other side, were 
sadly disappointed at the result. From the circumstances of Mr. Butler^s being engaged as 
Counsel, mif ftelingM were much enUslsd in McDonald's favor, and I felt very much interested 
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in the result. ***** A meeting has been called, and is now, this mompnt, iit M 
operation, in relation to the Presidential Electors. It was started by two notorioas political mm 
gadoes, to wit, W. JSsleeck and Jacob Lansing — men who, despairing of becoming great by any 
other means than tHrough the medium of such meetings, and who have become misanthropes 
because the world and its people will not acknowledge their superiority and greatness. To naitie 
a few of those who composed the meeting will supercede the necessity of any further comment as 
to its political cast — P. T. Parker, E. Baldwin, William James, J.Alexander, the Townsends, 1*. 
Gansevoort, the Cassidys, G. Hawley, Spencer, Stafford, 6uc. I trust that Republicans and the 
People in general will know from whom this popular measure, oj giving the choice of Electors to 
the People, emanates. The measure itself J must say, as I aliouys have said, is a Republican 
one — hut the source from which it springs will render it unpopular with O* Republicans. 

Mr. Livingston's election to the clerkship of the Assembly I consider beyond doubt. His 
most prominent opponent is a man who is deservedly uhpopular with the Republican as Well as 
Federal party. He has long since forfeited the confidence of every body. A man devoid of 
every principle of honor, who is willing to sacrifice his character, and every thing else that a 
man ought to esteem, to the shrine ot avasicb, I think will not obtain the support of a Repnh. 
lican legislature. If, by any casus omissus, Livingston should lose his election, I shall endeavor 
to obtain a situation under his successor ; but I think L. is perfectly safe, as also myself. 

• * LOR. HOYT 

Bowne's Anti^Jackson Report by Butler — the New York Members disUked — Gardiner attacks 

Flagg — Trouble brewing, 
[No. 128.] Lorenzo Hoyt, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Albany, January llih, 1824, Sunday. Dear Brother : I send you by this mail the REPORT 
of Mr. Bowue ON THE TENNESSEE RESOLUTIONS. The report is a voluminous, and, 
I think, knowing from whose pen it came, is an able one, although I have not yet had time to 
give it a perusal. 

Mr. BUTLER wrote the report ; and I leave it for you to judge of its merits and the cor- 
rectness of its principles ; but I presume, from the circumstance of your political views coinoi. 
ding so exactly with Mr. Butler's, that the principles contained in the report are such as will 
meet your approbation. 

The Senate went into committee of the whole on the report, but rose and reported witho(tt 
taking any decisive step in relation thereto ; it is supposed it will be almost uuanimously ap- 
proved of by the Senate — but I think there will be trouble When it comes to the Assembly, but 
will undoubtedly receive the sanction of a large majority of the members. Nothing of impor- 
tance has been done in the Assembly this three or four days past, except the appointment of the 
standing committees, which you will see published in the Albany papers. I think they were 
very judiciously selected and arranged, although some of the opposition gentlemen are half in- 
clined to take umbrage at the selections made by the Speaker : perhaps they think his honor the 
Speaker did not pay sufficient respect to their legislative experience. I apprehend friend Gar- 
diner is a little disappointed because he was not made chairman of some committee, but I 
think he will meet with many more serious disappointments before the close of the session. If pos- 
sible, there is more deep rooted prejudice, existing against a part of the delegation sent from your 
city thiarwinter, among the country gentlemen, than there existed agamst the last winter dele- 
gation. / think it will be impossible for one of the Opposition New York members to succeed in 
any project let it be ever so reasonable and just. There appears to be a son of suspicion attached 
to everything th<>y have any connection with ; and unless they can do something to convince the 
country members of the unjustness and absurdity of such a state of feeling towards them, you may 
rely upon it your city will not be much benefited by sending the delegation they have sent. 

Mr. Gardiner, the other day, while the resolution of Mr. Flagg in relation to electors was un- 
der discussion, made an abusive and unjustifiable attack upon the editors of the Argus and Ad^ 

* Who iff Lorenzo Hoyt 1 I will tell yoa. When, in 1838, Mr. Van Boren rewarded Jeme Hoyt's pecohor ser* 
vices with the CoUectorship of the Revenue at New York, he re()uired heavy aecurity, more eipecially on aeooiint 
of SwBrtwout*s embezzlement. In March, 18.t8, Jesse i^ave his brother, Lorenzo ; his brother in-law, Robert 
MeJirosey. the Wall Street Broker; L. M.Thurston, Thomas J. Oakley (the Judere.) and SamM Jones (the ex- 
ehancellor ?) Wm. M< Priee certified that the securities were respoiHible for $150,000, the amount of their bond. 
There was a second, and a third bond. Bond the third is for 9^00,000. (Whv not have made it for an amount 
equal to the sum of the British National debt 7) The same persons, with Thaddeus Phelps of Park Place. N. Y., 
were ai:<tin the sureties — and on the I6th Dec*r. 1839, Bemamin F. Butler, as U. S. District Attorney, eertlfled oa 
the bond that the sureties were aihply sufficient for the $200,000. Benjamin hod certified tvrenty yeflps before to the 
people of this State, that the Washington and Warren Bank could and would nay. He knew 'it. But it didn't ted 
wouldn't — and so we may say of Lorenzo Hoyt, Lewis M. Thurston, Thad. Phelps, Ate. ; Jesse was found to hareem- 
bezzled $330,000— the jury gave their verdict— the marshal was ready to seize— James K. Polk eould find no 
district attorney that ws.nld suit him so we.1 ai Butler atain~and to this hour in 1816, not an effoit is nmds, or 
meant to be, to recover a dollar of the monies embezzled, either from Lorenzo, Oaklev, Thurston, Jonea, Jesse,, or 
any one else ! ! This is Van Buren democracy as I find it enthroned in the capitol of the New World ! ! ! Thnnton 
(like MUitnsey) is Hoyt's brother-in-law. of whom h^ wrote to Secrv. Woodbury in Mar. 1830, that he hud «■• 
oloyed him as a custom-house clerk, at $1000 salary. In Dec. Woodbury leoetyM this clerk as Jetse't soieCy for 
taCiO^OOO on Butler's recommendation ! ! 
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t, and by which he has incurred the indignation and disgust of every sensible roan within 
his hearing. He accused tke Argiu of political inconsistency, in first advocating an aitrra- 
tion of the electoral law, and then in a few weeks after reprobating the measure as unwise and 
anti-republican. 

The speech, if it had been an extempore one, would have appeared much better than it did, 
but it was perfectly apparent to my own, and the mind of almost every other petson who heard 
him, that it was a written and committed speech, and CONSEQUENTLY toaa perfectly die- 
fuating. The opinion that I always heretofore entertained, that Gardiner was a man of very 
Uniitfd talenifl, is nuw irrevocably cevjirmed. 

As to Mr. Wheaton^t 1 am not sufiiciendy acquainted with him to judge of his abilities, bat 
if I can form an opinion from what little 1 have seen, I should say he is nothing above mediocrity ; 
but I think I have seen sufficient to warrant the assertion, that this winter's New York delega- 
tion, is in every respect inferior to the delegation that New Yorii was represented by last win- 
ter. 1 must confess I was not a little astonished, when / see who the New York members 
were, i presume they are men of tolerable good sense, with the exception of Crolius and 
one or two others, but as for their abilities they are, in my opinion, contractrd. Let them 
be as they may, I think they will wish themselves back to New York again, before the close of 
the session ; for the Opposition are agoing to experience not a little mortification this winter. I 
can see already (hat much trouble is brewing ; and that the Opposition must prepare themselves 
for the resistance of a hot cannonading. * * * Yours affectiouately, LORENZO HOYT. 

Ctroiwell endoraes Noah^^Dorit abuse Adams until you have used his friends to kts injury — tke 
wisdom of the SerpefU'-^don^t name Crawford, for we can pack the Caucus^^The Electoral 
"WheaUn. 



[No. 129.] Edwin Croswell, State Printer, to Jespe Hoyt, New York. 

Albakt, January 31, 1824.-«-My Dear Sir : The course which the Advocate has taken since 
the return of Major Noah, as well as during his sbsence, has received the entire spprobation of 
•or republiean friends here. There is one point of policy, however, which it may be well, per- 
haps, to vary. There are several republican friends of Mr. Adams in the legifhitnre, who have 
gwue broadly with us so fiir on every cpisstion. It is quHe importantt THEREFORE, that netk* 
ing particularly harsh respecting Mr. A. [Adams] or his friends, should be published, AT 
LBAST DURING TH£ PENDENCY OF THE ELECTORAL BILL, unless a plain dis- 
tinction is made between his federal friends in your city, and his repuft/ican friends in the country. 

As an extreme jealousy prevails among the friends <^ all the candidates opposed to Mr. Craw- 
ford, and as tiie Opposition make every use of even the most innocent suggestion to warp the 
leelings of our firiends, it is also important that kis [Mr. Crawford's] name, and especially his 
pnspects of obtaining the Caucus nmttinatisn, should be kept out of view,V Our points, if they 

t Henry Wheaton wns then nt the head of the Peojde*! Party in the Assembly, in oppo«itlon to Van Bnien an4 
tbs R^reni^. Next year he joined Van Barett*8 followers in the uninstand unrrateftil act of remorinir Qoiramor 
GUatoa from the Canal board, and it now the reprpaentative of the U. 8. at fieriin. In 1813 he was editor of tke 
National Advocate, aAerwards Bepo^ter to the V. 8. Suitreme Court, and is by prAfassioo a lawyer. 

X In these dnys, the Argus declared, that *' the (act is clear, that MistAr Jaek«on has not a sinj^le fceKn^ in eott- 
mon with the Republican party, and makes the merit of desiring the total extinction of it.** T%e Nashville BM- 
ner, on the other hand, copied the following bit at Van Barents Crawford Caucus from a Oalhoua paper fThs S*> 
poblicaB,! in Washington. 

Wend yon with the Rads to-nigbi-.> Tis the tide of faction flowing— 

Sixty- five oftrchance they*!! muster— *Tis the noon of treason's reign — 

l%efe will be none of mind or mngfat, Ltoyd^ of Maryland, is going— 

But some three score in a fluster. Dickbr^gk, and Holmes of Maine : 

General Chavdltr will be there— Western Thomas looking giiraly— 

Tough as steel and bold as Hector— From New York, a hoffgardfem, 

Batsn, with Virginia air— Led by Lot Clarke^ seeing dimly, 

VAN the Albany Director, Spectacle* and vapor through. 

FoRaYTn, with his foreign graces- ^end yon with the Rods to-night, 

fi;^"rht„f:^yZ;Xl?"' .Where all eyes.wlllgladly J 



plotting bruins and dirty ftices, |f „„ ^^ ^ nroselvte 

With the blushes reddening thrnuf h— Kverv sotil will Lninm u% vn*» «An— 

fihallow knaves with form. £» moc£ us, meS^hrdLmoi Kr^^if ^ '"^ 
Straggling, one by one, to Caucus. ^^^^^ th, t-„nl „f t|;j hoar. 

Wsod yoo with the Bads to-night, And every dnrk intriffver thers- 

Tan and short— and weak and wittf— Jostles in the race for power. 

Many an eye that hntes the light. Laborers, suited for the job. 

And lovee eonfueion-'-monrv the pity. Will be there at eloiie uf day ; 

Wend you with theRads to night— Barber, Floyd, and Fhote, and CMift— 

Canoos.in h\$ eonrt presidee— Ijoiman. rendy for his pay— 

Pmmleee and power invite— Both the Barbours, men mistaken ! 

TVmtere pmimt ^CT^^nd facttm gwfdee. Smj/th shnll senrcelv save his baeon— 

Wend yoo witli the Bads to-night— GaMant Cbg<;e from Tenn essee ■ 

A motley ciew. and bad the bee^^ Some in gloom and some in flee— 

Wincing frwn the Sooth their, flight. Shellow knaves, with fbmis to oMMk m 

With (Hi poor iCisiilMfiwitlitWsrt. etraffUni, one by one, to C^tcus.^ 
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are gained at all, may be more certainly secured in this way, than by giving even oui'honest con* 
▼ictions and hopes of the ultimate success of Crawford, if by it we give currency to the conteilip« 
tlWe cant which the enemy promulgate so liberally against him. 

It is difficult to conjecture what will be the result of the various propositions which are now 
before the House on the subject of the [Electoral] Law. A considerable diversity of opinion 
pfeyails as to a majority or a plurality ; but I have strong hopes that our republican friends will 
vniW upon the former, and defeat the scheme of Tallmadge & Co., to give the electoral votes for 
Mr. Clinton. 

This afternoon, in committee of the whole, Mr. Waterman [of Broome Co.,] explained the fea- 
tures of his bill, and the prominent arguments in favor of a majority, in a close and convincing 
speech. The committee rose after having passed the firit section of Mr. Waterman's bill, with 
in amendment providing for the election of 36 instead of 34 el^tors by the people. 

Perhaps there was never a more subtle scheme for the prostration of the demoeratie party 
than is hidden under tliis plurality plan of tMr. Wheaton, and it will require the whole vigi- 
lance and prudence of our republican friends, to meet, expose, and resist the designs of the &e- 
tion that is now aeeking their ruin. In great haste, yours sincerely, E. CROSWELL. 

[Three letters, E. Livingston to J. Hoyt, N. York.] 
Aaron Clark vs. B. Livingston — Yatet^ Notions — Keep power from the ^People — Van Buren*» 
Bepublieuns described by Livingston-^Doton vith Clinton^ right or wrong ! 
[No. 130.] Albany, Nov. 14, 1823.— Dear Hoyt: » * * * Aaron Clark is a can- 

didate for the clerkship. Marcy, Knower, Porter, d&c., will do everything for me ; but as Clark 
la an inde&tigable fellow, and will prove troublesome to me, -I feel anxious to give him a signal 
defeat. * * « « Romaine and Ulshoeffcr could be of service to me — will you ask their assis- 
tance 1 * * * Write me an answer to this letter, and bum the same as soon as may be. E. L. 

[No. 131.] [Post mark, Albany, Dec. 5,] 1823. — E^sleeck put the stories in circula- 

tion in New York that I was under Van Buren's influence, made a speech, &c., but jrou know 
without my telling you, that he is an egregious liar. « « * * I have seen the Governor 
[Yates] since I hist wrote. He is decidedly in favor of Caucus nominations, and confoundedly 
puzzled about giving the choice of Electors to the Peopfe— but he says that the Refvblioan 
party ought not to be afraid to go to the Feople.t 

He will recommend the measure, in my opinion. This I wrote you before— 4>nt, if possible, I 
am BOW surer of it than I was before. 

The Bepublican membero of the House, it is thought, will hold a Caucus upon this question; 
mnd, after coming to a couclusiout all go one way or the other. % IF CLINTON IS VERY 
DANGEROUS, THEY WILL GO ONE WAY, AND IF IT IS THOUGHT HE CANNOT 
MAKE ANY DIFFICULTY, THEY WILL GO T'OTHER WAV. ***** We 
have some prime stuff. Stilwell will act firmly and as becomes a republican. / presume you 
understand what I mean by 'firmness,* » * * I should like a ticket in the Soathem Lot- 
tery that hasiL f 100,000 Prize in its wheels. Now, as a favor, I will take half of a ticket with 
you, if you will purchase one — ^but recollect it is the last time, and that if [you] should draw a 
blank, I will not venture any more with you. If you consent to this proposition, let me know our 
number, and then I shall have something joyful in antic^ation. 

Yours, sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 

[No. 132.] Albany, Jan. 6, 1824. — ^I rather think the Assembly will pass the Elec- 

toral Law — the Senate will not pass the law. I am dead against the law, or against anything 

t S«e V/lieaton'i plan, Flaf|;*8 amendment, and th« whole proceedings of a meeting of tbe democratic memben 
of the legislature, on thii qoeation, field about a fortnight before Croswell wrote— in Hammond, page 144 to 148 of 
volume second. Van Buren, Fla^, Croswell, and Wright wanted to pass no law at all. Many were afraid of 
Clinton, as matters stood. 8ee E. Livingston's letter to J. Hoyt, No. 13t, written Uiree months previous. 

t W. A. Tbompson, in a letter to J. Hoyt. dated Albany, 16th Feb., 1824, 8a>*R— "The SeHate. say they are io fa- 
vor of the Folks, and the Assembly say they are in fiivor of the People. * * * '^ Sndam says that tbe Sen- 
ate can count 15 in fiivor of the Ftilka, who can be depended upon, and vko are ntt nukfooU as to suger titem- 
seiws to be devoured by tAtf Peopli. * * * * No one can tell what legislative bodiet will do ; but Tirom pra- 
wnt apiiearances, I do not think our REPUBLICAN friends have any reason to believe they are to be satrifUod. 
They seem to feel that if tkey surrender tkeir power tamely, they are lost ; and if tkn hold enU mmfaUy, th^ urn. 
hut hose it at last. I shall stay here a week or tfea days, until we hear tbe resuhs of tbe Caucns at Washinfton." 

IT Mr. Van Buren confirnu this discreditable statement of the unprincipled eharaeter of his own party, by luppoe- 
ing that his adversaries are equally dishonettt. In his address to the citizens of Syracuse, N. Y., aa I find it io the 
Otobe, Sept. 37, 1830, he affirms that he hns been pursued by his political opponents with " Invet^ta malignancy ;*' 
but, says he, " when it is quite manifest that those by whom the conduct of a public officer ii arraigned aft re- 
sol vei to condemn his acts in any event; when they only desire to know which aide of a public oueetion he es- 
pouses in order to take theix own position against him ; when all considerations of comity and of rigoi are merged 
in an absorbing desire to expel him from office, and when nothing so much mortiSes and enrages them as tibat he 
should devise or adopt measures that redound to the good of the country ; in all s)icli ease* it appears to neaa a«i 
ef inexcusable weilaoM on tbe part of the public fuactioaary to suffisi what lueh nppoamti maj aaf sr tUak ef 
him to giTO him a momSnCt core or uneasiness ** 
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tiiat will tend to raise Clintonian or Federal stock. * * * I think yon may witHoat doubts 
say that our State is for Crawford [the native candidate of that day,] hot it won't do to say so 
quite yet. Yours, NED, 

Ton Buren'9 -friend, Skinner, interferea with the State Legislature and Judiciary, to prevent 
the People from electing tKeir Freridenti, 
[No. 133.] Judge Skinner, U. S. District Court, to J. Hoyt, N. York.— -Albany, 11th 

January, 1824. Dear Sir: Mr. Latham A. Burrowst of the Senate, I understand, read Uw 
with Mr. Riker, the Recorder, (at any rate he is attached to Mr. Riker,) Burrows is considered 
doubtful on the question of changing the law for the appointment of electors. Now, Sir, if Mr. 
Riker is in sentiment with us, his letter to Mr. Burrows on that sulyect wiU have great tijlu- 
enee, and you may be assured that every vote is important to prevent the change contemplated. 

CordiaUy, JR. SKINNER. 

Lhnngston to Hoyt — The Clerks Logic-^Mat, L. Davis kept out of Mischief ^-A list for Mr* 
Van Bwren — Leake for Clay — The Caucus, 
[No. 134.] Albany, Feb. 16, 1824<— * * * A majority of the legidature is a 
majority of the people. We recognize the people aa the source of all power — this is a repre- 
■entative government. Our old Democrats wish for the old Council of App<Hntment. * « * 
After you have read this letter, bum it. £. L. 

[No. 135.] Albany, Feb. 28, 1824. — ^Dear Hoyt : I forward a list of the members of 
the Senate and Assembly, marked as they now feel upon the Presidential question. » * * 
Crawibrd has 88, Adams 36, Calhoun 11, Clay 6, Jackson 4. * * * I have forwarded lima 
similar to those I now enclose you, to amuse your friend, Mr. Van Bnren. Mat Davis is here — 
he does no particular service ; but as he is with us, it prevents him from doing mischief. He 
hates Van Buren — I know it. Leake will not let anything go into the Argus.T — he is for Clay, 
that is, he wants to be State Printer, let things go as they may. * * * Xjet Noah see the 
Ikts. But as you like. E. L. 

[No. 136.] Albany, March 29, 1824.— * » » Our folks all say that THEY con- 
ceive themselves bound in honor to nominate Gov. Yates, but that the People will not support 

Kim. * » * » K n, S n, &,c., want to pay off some debts of gratitude, which 

they feel towards his excellency. I am ready to support the nomination. » * » The [State] 
Caucus will be held to-morrow night, or Thursday. Marcy advised Thursday. » * E. L. 

Van Buren on Clay and Adams-^he praises Maf. Noah^Noah's sketch of Van Buren. 
[No 137.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Ho3rt at New York. 

[Washington] March 3, 1824. — Dear Sir: I have the greatest aversion to having my letteta 
extracted for the newspapers or much shown, and notwithstanding a laborious correspondence 
during the winter have hitherto escaped. The promulgation of my anticipation as to Messrs. 
Adams and Clay's withdrawing, would, you know, not induce them to do so, if it had not the con. 
trary effect. It is best to let those things take their course, and there is no ground for fear as to 
the result. If they continue after New York has settled down it will be manifest to all that the 
contest is prolonged by them to the great detriment of the party t and of the public interest, 
without the least prospect of success ; and it will be the business and duty of the press to make 
Boitable animad versions on the subject. To me the course of the Advocate for the last few weeks 
has been entirely acceptable, as it has been moderate, but firm and rational, which course is, I 

t Mr. L. A. Barrowt, who was retarnad from the sixth district in plaee of Gen. Hathaway, was an Adami man. 
ple<^|ed to the people's party ; and all the efforts of Judge Skinner, Jesse Hoyt, and Recorder Riker, (if he obeyed 



them,) coald not change his vote, or induce him to wheel round with Wright and others. Borrows was stronglypreju- 
diced against Chnton, and much opposed to the election of Jackson, Skinner, being a Judge of the U. S. Cor ' 
acted a disgraceful and unbecoming part in interfering, as above with the freedom of the Senate of N. Y. 



X Roger Skinner was at the head of the old Van Bnren regency which appointed Noah Sheriff of New York, 
He was a kiwver of Sandy Hill ; and our present Governor, Silas Wright, was his law scholar and student— he alio 
} is a Sandy Hill lawyer. Wright was admitted as a lawyer by the Supreme Court in January, 1819, and left Saady 
Hill some months afler Benjamin F. Butler, Van Barents partner, arrived there as President, Cashier, and Hoard 
of Directors of Barker's W. & W. Bank, in which institution he may have been an occasional assistant. Skinner 
sold out his law office at Sandv Hill to Butler, who succeeded to his business— and Wright settled at Cnotoo, near 
the river St. Lawrence, in Oct. tliat same year. Wright went for Crawford— Was one of thetwiRerta/ seventeen 
Senators who voted to keep from the people the power of electing the electors of the President of the U- S.— the 
seventeen were defeated by 17,000 votes next election, and hung and bamed in effigy— but Wright stack to Van 
Buren and the cabal— they pufihd and upheld him— aiid he is Governor of N. T. 



eake had to teaign in fkvor of Croswell, whom Batler and his partner, Van Bortn, had eonfidenee In, an'* who 
rilling to be their echo. A neraml of Van Bai»n*s lettar to Hoyt, No. 190 of this Mciaa, will ssplain wbsra 
ftl eontfol of the Aisw and Ita opintons lay. 
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think, the only one calculated to produce much real effect on public opinion.t Such is not how- 
ever, the opinion, or rather the feeling of all ; on the contrary there are many who have heenvo 
much pleased and so accustomed to the many good and pleasant things the Majnr has said as to 
regret (he drprivrHtion of iheni — and they occasionally complain to me that the Advocate has lost 
its Hpirit. Ai the Major h»s depraved their appetites, he is, they think, under some sort of obli- 
gMtioii to feed them on such viands as have become most acceptable to them. Miike my best 
respects to him, und to our friends ; tell them that for obvious reasons, they may excuse me from 
not writing as often as 1 eould wish. Your friend, M. V. BUREN." 

Van Bttf^n prophecies stieeeis to Cmwford and the Caucus ; thereby showing no political sagneU^* 

[No. 138.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. — Washington, March 6, 1824. 

Dear Sir : I hove received yours this gaoment. I cannot help what Messrs. Lynch and King 
may chuuse to infer from my looks, but the truth is that I have at no time doubted of our complete 
succ»-88.t The great influence which was exercised here to prevent members from attrnding 
the caucus, and the subserviency and ingratitude of some who have partaken largely of the fa. 
vor of the party, were calculated to excite strong feelings, which were doubtless sometimes mani- 
fe^t, but d( spondericy is a weakhess with which I am but little annoyed. On the assumption 
that New York will be firm and promptly explicit, We here consider the question uf the election 
substantially seitl^H, Neither Mr. Adams or Mr. Clay can keep in the field after the course of 
New York is pt>ssinvbly known. The information on which this opinion rests and the reasons 
in its support cannot be given in a letter. I will myself be ea$>y on the subject, and so will oar 
friends hero who never were in better spirits or felt stronger confidence. Muke my be^t respeeta 
to our friends. Yours cordially, M. V. BURRN. 

[No. 133.] Lorenzo to Jesse Hoyt. — Party services on credit — Poverty — Office Hunting'^ 
the Morals of Van Barenism — Private Crib — board 16*. 

Albany, March 7, 1824, Sunday evening. — Dear Brother : Yours of the 4th came duly to 
hand. The substance of it I had anticipated, as 1 saw a letter that Mr. Thompson received from 
you while here, in which you spoke very discouragingly as to the result of your application to 
the Corporation, but as 1 had not heard from you since, I had not entirely despaired untii I 
received your last. It is now I suppose, known to a certainty that you cannot succed in get- 
ting the office you sought.' If a person has nothing else to depend upon for a livelihood than 
offices, which ut all rimes depend upon the fluctuations of party predominance, I think he will soon go 
to pot, / thoughts however, your services for the party bad been sufficient to raise a just and eqvU 
table claim for some little office of the kind, that you have been endeavoring to obtain ; but it ap- 
pears that the opinion of a majority of the Hon. the Corporation and my own are at variance. 
Well, I see we have got to contend with poverty and misfortunes as long as we remain in this 
life, and what we shall have to *' battle the watch** with in the next the Lord only knows. Tou 

t This letter does not exhibit much furesigbt or sasaeity on the part of Mr. Van Buren. He expected that Clay 
and Adums would withdraw after the Caucus, hut they didh*t. He had " no fear us to the result" — that is, he was 
quite sure that Crawford would be electcMl President. In his next letter to Hoyt he says : '* I have nt no time doubted 
of our complete success.** His candidate got 41 votes out of 261— >nnd Adams, whom he describes [No. 138.J 
as *' unable to keep tlie field,** became President, and would have been re-elected had he stoojied to buy the tra- 
din; politicians aud prostitute his.otfiee to party purposes, avarice, ambition and intrigue, as Van Buren aAerwarda 
did. (n the above leiter. Van JBuren praises Noah. In Jnlv, ]838, Noah, thro* hi$ Eoaiing Star^ amusas his 
**Old Democratic Friends in Tammany,* with a sketch of his friend, in these words: t 

" You miiy remember when in 1817 we ran up the Bucktail flag we bad but eighteen men with us in the Legisla- 
ture, and with only three presses in the State we opposed Dewitt Clinton, on the grounds that he had oppos^ tiie 
-war, and run against James Madison fur the Presidency, and in three years we carried the State. Where was Martin 
Van Buren at that lime ? . With the democracy — with the War party— with the Madisonians ? No sHch thing. He 
was hanging on the skirts of Mr. Clintoa: and here let me remind you that hanging on the skirts of eminent men 
has been the peculiar feature and secret of Mr. Van Buren*8 advancement. He was elected to t-he Senate as a CUn- 
tonian ; he moved in the Convention to have Clinton^ nominotion as Governor made unanimous ; he huag eloMljr 
to his skirts until he saw the current setting against him, when he dropped off and tacked himself to the skirts df 
Tompkins, and when Tompkins retired, he got bold of the skirts of Roger Skinner, Perley Keyes and Silas Weight, 
and clambered into the Senate of the U. States much to the annoyance of that disinterested politician, Col. Siimuel 
Young. In tlie Senate he held on to the skirU of Rufus King, until he got introduced into * good society.* tie then 
took hold of the skirts of Crawford, and when poor Crawford lost the election of President, aud John Quincv Adanw 
aucoeedeil he made two or three grabs at his skirts, but Adams wi»re a spencer and Van Buren missed his hold, vnd 
he settled down quietly in the Senate looking round lo see whom be could next ride, like the old ninn in thesturrof 
Pinbad the sailor. At length when it was reduced to a certnioty that Andrew Jackson would succeed, he ^reejied hj 
degrees near him. fur the obi Chief was a/r;iid of Vao Buren, and finally he succeedetl in getting him by the button, 
and in this way gut into the Cabinet ; ha then caught lioldof the skirts of Eutoo, Kendall and Blair, and finally, 
through their intorcessioos and efforts, he crawled into the old GeoeraPs breeches pocket and he made hun hia toe- 
eessor.** 

t Mr. Van Buren shows very little togacitv in this letter. His expectations as to Crawford were anything hot 
maUzed. Tlie memlwts of Congress at Washington, coetraiy to Butier*s reports, fcthered by Bowoe, decided, IRJ te 
6d, out of a body of 261 members, to attend no Caucus to dictate a President to tiie Reoublic. Van Buren and rfttjr 
five others held the Caucus, and pretended to speak for the Union, and dictate to the people ; but tlMv nnmbetii 
ooljcmt-fituxthef tbfwluaoC(mgieMiMo,aiidUieiroaadidatedidoottvM \ 
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fliention your buHneffl is ogain increasing a little, whieh I hope is the case, for if it does not, 
whem the end of 1824 will tiud ua 1 should not iilie to undertake to say. 

• 1 understood Mr. Thompson, 1 think, if the river opened soon, that he should he up agnin 
before the close of the st'ssion ; if he will not be up again / tkall write him about what yuu 
mentioned^ and nhall also speak confidentially to one or two of my friends, mynelf on the sub. 
i«ce; /or ANYTHING I CAN pO 1 O THE PREJUDICE OF [EDWaRU] LIVINGSTON 
AND BENEFIT OF MYSELF, I THINK I AM PERFECTLY JUSTIFIABLE IN DO- 
ING, PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT HE DOES NOT FIND IT OUT. 

I think, and have thought all winter, that it would be best for me, after the Legislature ad. 
jonms, or alter I get my pay, and square the yards here, to go somewhere else and locate for 
the sumuipr, with a view to carry into effifct the special order of the day, to wit, economy. 
Should you approve of this suggestion, I will mention Utica ab a place combining buth the great 
objects I have in view, economy and improvement. Mr. Lynch suys i can get board there in 
respectable boarding houses at the rate of* from 16s. to 18s. per week, whereas I pay here 
through all the summer 26^. 1 should regret very much to leave Mr. Butler, but I kn*w ii isde« 
cidedly for my interest to do so, and with your consent and approbation, I feel very much in. 
dined to do it thi.t spring. Charles is going to leave, and is going somewhere in the Wt stem 
country to settle, nnd 1 shall have no person to give me any instruction in my studies if I siny. 
Mr. Buiier cannot do it, because he is constantly engaged in his own busine^s. The Senate take 
up the Electoral bill lo-morrow, and no doubt will treat it as the foor thimo deserves. « « « 

L. nOYT. 

Extracts from a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to Jesse, at New York— dated June 20, 
1924.—** I have commenced reporting regularly for the Mercantile. Charles and me do it together, 
88 we formed a partnership before the commencement ot the session * * * You say you 
8re making a push for the office of attorney to the corporation, and 1 think your claims are good, 
I hope you may succeed — but I presume it is doubtful, as you undoubtedly have to contend with 
powerful opponents, I shall not be much disappointed if you (oil — but I would make a grand 
sally to carry my point this time.'' 

[Ko. 140.] Private, W, L, Marcy to /. Hoyt. Stop the American, A cure for Adameism, 
Albany, 22, March, 1824. Dear Sir: I now take the American, and wish to discontinue it. 
I have presumed to trouble you to call or send to t]he office of that paper, pay the balance I owe, 
and direct it discontinued. I owe for the coimtry paper from the 9th September last. Enclosed 
I send two dollars. The account may be a few shillings over. If you will have the goodness 
to pay it you unll much oblige an old friend. The attack upon Mr. Malloryt is by every body 
Kgnrded as cruel and savage, and has called forth an universal burst of indignation. I am gene, 
rally very indifferent to these paper shots, but my long intimacy and sincere friendship for the 
judge make me feel in a very lively manner this outrage upon as pure and spotless a character 
as ever lived. 1 hope this proceeding will cure him of his Adamsism, 

Yours sincerely, W. L. MARCY. 

Senator Sudam feels grateful for Mr, Hoyi's favorable opinion of his political conduct, 
[No. 140a.] John Sudam, Senate, N. Y. to Jesse Hoyt. 

Albany, 11th April, 1824. — My Dear Sir: / thank you for your favorable opinion, and for 
ffour approbation of the course pursued by me during the present session. It has been an arduous 
one, and all I can say is, that / have discharged my duty fearlessly, but conscientiously. Your 
letter has been delivered to the Governor. Excuse me for not writing more at large — we are 
upon the eve of breaking up, and are very full of business of every description. The section 
you sent me has passied into a law. Yours cordially, t JOHN SUDAM. 

I I presume thot Mr. Marcy refen to James Mallory, one of the 17 senators who obeyed Van Buren*8 commands, 
to vole down the bill from the Assembly giving the people the choice of electors of President and Vice President, 
and for other measures in contempt of the democratic principle 

^ John Sndam, a clever lawyer, who resided at Kingston, Ulster county, N. T., was elected to the Senate of tb« 
state, of whieh he soon became an active and popular member. He had been an efficient and zealous federalistr— 
had had a political quarrel with Van Buren— ^a ci>Bilenge to fight a duel had passed between them, but it didn't take 
r placed—end had betin an ardent supporter of Clinton, but wheeled suddenly round, in 18-20, into the fnint ranks of 
that great statesman's most active opponents. He was one of the 17 senators who, in 1824, voted to prevent the peo- 
ple from electing the electors of President and Vice-President, and to oust Clinton from the canal board-^nd that 
same year be sat as chairman of the important committee which very slightly inquired into and exposed the mon- 
strous iniquity practiced on the people and the legislature, in obiaining a charter for the Chemical Bank, N. Y. 
The queMion was taken on the passage of the biU, March 3d— yeas 18— nays 13— lost. The same question was 
again taken— yeas 1^— nays 12— carried. Honest Jasper Ward was a yea, and when the vote come op next Nov. 
. for a reiiesi he and Bowman butted. Sudam, Clark and Broason, who had all voted yea (Sudam having voted 
•o twice, then wheeled round to the yeas,) were the committee of inquiry. Why was not even one opponent ap- 
pointed 1 Clark, Bowiie, Greenly and Keves, voted mot to repeal the charter— Wright, Earll, Bniowin and Dudley were 
for repeal— but Lieut. Gov. Root decided that a wpaai required two-thirds, aad Uie bank stands. Mr. Sudam died ia 
Albany, April, 1835, aged 54 year»-and Hovt was actiM ia ekamctsc wbtn be expitMsd fratituda for 8ttdaB*s 
npceliMul»lae<»iidiiG(iBUMspriii(isi«oasriaM. '^ . * 



ftOO VAN BUREN AND JESSE — A JOTTRNET SOUTH— CABINET SECRETS. 

JWm Epistles from M. Van Buren to J. Hoyt — a civtl letter and deerskin vest for * a produ 

gious fellow' — an attack on Calkoun^an attack on self expected — helping the Telegrap/^^' 

endorsing Jesse's paper — Master Hayne. 

[No. 141.] Washington, Dec. 29, 1826. — My Dear Sir: I bought a deerskin vest, at 

the store on the corner of Broadway and Liberty street Will you do my friend Mr. Rowan, 

Senator from Kentucky, the favour of purchasing one for him, and sending it down by the first 

opportunity ? It must he the largest in the shop, as he is a prodigious fellow. If you can, 

oblige him — write him a civil Utter^-he is a very worthy fellow. 

In great haste, your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No, 142.] Washington, Dec. 30, 1826.— Dear Sir: The attack on the Vice President ^ 
[J. C. Calhoun] has produced very great excitement. The course pursued will cause it to recoil 
with severity. There is of course not the slightest pr^ience for the allegation. Mr. Satterlee 
Clark of your city is the " gentleman from New York." My friend Judge Rowan is 45 inches 
round the chest. My quondam friend John A. King, whilst here, stayed with Mr. Webster ; 
and when he parted from me, I was so sensible from his manner that he carried advices from 
here which would induce the administration folks to come out against me that I wrote confiden- 
tially to Campbell by the same mail my impressions, and requested General Van Rensselaer to 
look out for it in the American the morning after they left us. The result has, I think, verified my 
conjectures. Say nothing of this as coming from me. In haste, your friend, 

M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 143.] Washington, Feb. 3, 1827.— My Dear Sir : This will be handed to you by 
Mr. Davis, agent of t)ie editor of the National Telegraph, who visits our State to obtain subscH. 
bers for that paper. Any assistance you can give him in promoting his object will be gratefully 
remembered by the editor , and oblige Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 144.] Washington, Feb. 3, 1827. — My Dear Sir : Being entirely free from EN- 
DORSEMENTS now, and my situation rendering it highly proper that I should remain so, I 
did not suppose I could have been again drawn into them. YOUR CASE, HOWEVER, 
DOES NOT ADMIT OF HESITATION. Wishing you all sorts of happiness, 

I remain your sincere friend, M. V. BUREN ^ 

[No. 145.] Washin(»ton, Feb. 7, 1827.— My Dear Sir: This will be handed to you 
by Master Hayne, son of my friend Colonel Hayne of South Carolina. He wishes to come on 
to this place under the protection' of some person travelling southward. Do me the favor to sec 
that the wishes of his father, in that particular, are attended to. My friend Thomas Ludlow is 
coming on. Yours, sincerely, M. V. BUREN. 



* Webster looks black, and Clay looks blue,' 
[No. 146.] C. C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

WAimNOtoN, 13th Feb., 1827. — Dear Hoyt: We are carrying all before us. Webster looks 
BLACK, and Clay looks BLUE, i have subscribed for twenty.five copies of the Weekly Tele- 
graph, at $2 a year. I wish you wou]^ get that number of subscribers for me, and send the list 
to me. It's so cheap, you will have no difficulty in filling up the number. From the price of 
the paper, you will see it is designed for the people. 

Truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 



Van Buten writes to Jesse from South Carolina, to get Noah to copy his " concise andperspte. 
uous'^ speech into his paper, and to get it into the Advocate, v 

[No. 147.] Senator Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 

Columbia, S. Carolina, April 23, 1827. — My Dear Sir : When I left Washington, it was my 
intention to have been back by this time: but the extreme hospitality of the Southrons, has ren- 
dered it absolutely impossible. We shall leave here on Wednesday morning, and afier stopping 

a few days at Raleigh, ,t and Richmond, make the best of our way home. I have looked 

anxiously into the marriages and deaths for your name, but have nqt yet seen it in either. You 
will see my remarks on the Colonial Bill. 1 wish you would ask the Editor of the Advocate to 
republish them — and if the Major [Noah] wishes to present his readers with a concise and per* 

t It nras durin; this journey, that Van B. and Cambralcng vhited W. H. Crawford in Georgia, and laarnlaff from 
him that Calhoun, whil« in Monroe's cabinet, had not approved of .Tackson's conduct in the Seminole war, tfieir 
confederates artfully communicated the particulars to General Jackson, and succeeded in causing much Hl-will be- 
tween him and Air. Calhoun. While at Raleirh, Van Buren, in reply to a dinner invitation fmm the cttisone, told 
thorn, amamgtt otk$r oraeuUr sayings, that " The spirit of encroachment hat uHumed a new aod fiir note aedne- 
tivo aspect, and COB only bo raaimd by tiM oaoKciio of iue< 
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apieunut view of that subject, AND TS NOT APPREHENSIVE THAT HE WOULD IN- 
JUILE HIS FRIEND MR. CLIJSTON,t be might do the same thing. In haste. 

Yours, sincerely, M. V. BUREN. 

Thomas Ritchie's Party Practice — The East Room Letter. 
[No. 147a.] From Niles's Register, Vol. 37—1829— '30. 

Extract of a letter, dated January let, 1827, and addressed to, and published by, the Editor of 
the Richmond Enquirer. 

•* This being the day on which the President's House is thrown open to all visitors, I went, 
among others, to pay my respects to him, [Mr. Adams ;] or rather, I should fairly confess, I 
went to sec the East Room, for the furnishing of which we had voted twenty five thousand dol- 
lars at the last session of Congress. I was anxious to see how that amount of furniture could be 
stowed away in a single room, and my curiosity was fully patisfied. It was truly A OOR- 
GEOUS SIGHT to behold ; but had too much the look of REGAL MAGNIFICENCE to be per- 
fectly agreeable to my old republican feelings." — Richmond Enquirer, Jany, 4, 1827. 

Remjleks. — Mr. Ritchie was instantly charged by other presses with having published a ma- 
licious falsehood, there being no truth in the above. Did he hasten to make amends ? So far 
from doing so, it was four months (April 27, 1827,) before he could be induced even to try to 
excuse himself by saying that '* The account to which the writer refers was forwarded to ub by 
one of the most intelligent and distinguished members of Coqgress." 

If a member of Congress really made him his dupe, by telling him a wanton and malicious 
Ua, to injure another, why did he not expose him to his constituents, and why allow the untruth 
such a long circulation ? Is it thus that the Union is to be used to give the signal to 500 servile 
or uninformed party presses? Is this democracy? In August, 1829, the Editor of the Tele- 
graph attacked Mr. Adams on *totber sifle. " It is well known (said he) that thro* Mr. Adams's 
aristocratic pride this elegant room [the East Room] was left unfurnished,** &c. What an evil 
it is to have editors in power, and influencing the people, who, like Ritchie, Noah, Croswellj 
Blair, and their employers, say " all's £Eiir in politics," and act accordingly ! 

Exchanging a Carriage — an Apology for one cent of Postage, 
[No. 148.1 Letters, Martin Van Buren, at N. York, to Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany. 
New York, June 2, 1827. — My Dear Sir : Will you do me the favor to get Dennis or some 
ODB else, to clean up my harness and Phaeton, and send them to me by one of the boats, with 
directions to give me ike earliest information of its arrival. I want to exchange it here. I can" 
not pay the postage of this [12| cents] but will repay it among your other expences. Excuse me 
for troubling you, and write me. Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 149.] N. Y., June 6, 1827. — My Dear Sir: I have sent a copy of the enclosed 

to Mr. Wilcoxon, with directions to advertise anew. The Chancellor would not grant the order 
B. sent by Mr. Butler. Consult Mr. B. as to the form of making the amendment, and do it for 
me forthwith. / have no opportunity of paying the postage of this [it was one cent] but you 
wUlf of course, keep an account of your expences in this matter. 

In haste, your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

t By a reference to Van Buren, Butler, and Croaweirs previons letters to Hoyt, about Noah, instructing him ia 
the course that would best serve tbeir purposes, and comoiending his conduct ; and also to Van Buren's letter to 
Huyt in Nov., 1838, [N<>. 156.J where he says '* I sorely regret the loss of Noah*B election ;** and by calling to mind 
the fact that Van Buren set aside the claims of Coddington and many others, in 1820, that, with much difficulty In 
V^ashington, he mi^ht provide for Noah, by the Surveyorship, the candid reader will perhaps arrive at the tamo 
mmcIiMion as myself, that Hammond is wrong in his opinion — that Van Buren, Marcy, Knower, Croswell & Co. 
acted in good faith towards Mr. Rochester, when they nominated him at their Herkimer convention, Oct. 1836, as a 
candidate for Governor, in opposition to Clinton. Clinton was fbr^ Jackson — so ndw was Van Buren ; all his party 
capital was thus invested. Rochester was the ^warm, personal, and political friend of Clay, and anxious for tM 
re-election of Adams — so was Peter B. Porter of Black Rock, who addressed the electors in favor of the Van Bu' 
ren candidate, reniindmg them, and with very cood reason too, that Rochester's election would probably give Ad' 
amstha State of New York, while Clinton's might secure it to Jackson. Noah had tried to make money, eight or 
nine years before, by deserting the bucktails — it would be a good trick in Van Buren to allow him to appear to 
come out, of his ovm accord, for Clinton, against his own [the V. B.j party, by whieh means the chances of defeat 
to the Adams candidate might be greatly increased, while Van Buren aiid his friends would make capital on both 
sides, and aeem to have kept their word. Van Buren writes from South Carolina to Hoyt. in 1827, to get Noah to 
insert his speeches, *' if he is not apprehensive it would injure bis friend, Mr. Clinton." There's something of the 
sneer in this saving clause — Croswell went for Rochester, who was defeat^ : Noah for Clinton and Jackson — many 
of Van Buren's confidential friends, at Albany and elsewhere, were against Rochester — and when the tug came in 
1828, Noah, Van Buren, Croswell, Wright, Flaggi and the anti-Adams men, were found pulling steadily one way, 
loith S. SuscertwouU roR the spoils. Noah's bitterness towards Van Buren, in 1834 to 1841, was probably in a 
^at measure owing to the impression he had, that his useful duplicity had not received a suitable reward. Thero 
IS at present, a very good understanding re-established ; and Van Buren and Noah, as they deserve tu be, are again 
friends. Clinton, as Governor, had 36^ votes over Rochester; and Pitcher, the bucktail nominee, was returned 
with him as Lieutenant-Governor. " Had Rochester (Van Buren's pretended candidate) been elected^ there is 
every reason to brieve (says Hammond) that the entire vote of the State would have been given to Adams** — and 
Van Buren writes Hoyt, Feb. 8, 1829, [No. 165.] that Westervelt, in 1828, had saved their party from defeat by 
preventing Pitcher's nomination at Herkimer— tA« vay nwn they pretended to support in 1826. The afkathy dis- 

Slayed by some of Van Buren's men, and the opposition of others, towards Rochester, having turned the scale in 
iTOr of Clinton, the Clintonian^ in the legislature rewarded the tiMChery (if such we may name it) bj rotilif t« 
ft^lMt Van Buna to the U. 19. Senate, in Feb. 1897. 
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[No. 150.] Tuesday morning, June 19, 1897.— -I nnift Imtc here on Saturday morn- 

ing, and ii my carriage cannot be sent down ao that I can have it by Friday morning, it will not 
be worth while to send it. 

[Ho, 151.] New York, June 13, 1827. — Dear Sir: lam detained here by nothing 

save the carriage ; and, contrary to my letter of yesterday, I wish you would send it down upon 
the receipt of this, if I should have to wait until next Monday to exchange it, 

. In haste. Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 152.] John Van Buren, [Attorney General, &c.,] to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

New Haven, Nov. 28, 1827. — Dear Sir : J wish very much to get my ride here ; and I know 
of no other person except you to whom lean write about it. I would be very much obliged to you 
if you would have a leather covering made for it, and put it on board of the Constellation or 
Conaiitution, in charge of the Captain ; directed to me, care of Drake & Andrews, Tontine, 
New Haven. The Captain will send it over to either of the New Haven boats, and so I will 
get it. 1 want it very much, and I don't think I shall be home in the winter or I would not 
tremble you ; it is in my bed room. Whatever the expense is you can get it of Mr. Butlet, or if 
you pay it 1 will pay you when I get home. The bullet-mould is in one of the draws of the 
aide board : if not there, I wlah you would look for it. JOHN VAN BUREN. 

The. Metaphyeiee of the Committee of Congress on Manufactures^ in 1828. 
[No. 153.] Governor Wright, Washington, to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

[Free, S. Wright, Jr. Rep. in Congress.] Washinoton City, 15 January, 1828. 

My Dear Sir : A note from" the Hon. G. C. Verplanck was received by me yesterday, encloe- 
ing a letter from yourself, together with a particular reference to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, of which I am a member, of a subject very nearly and deeply interesting to the Committee, 
as well as to the farmers and manufacturers of our beloved country ; to wit, the subject of do* 
mentic consumption. 

You propose to him to refer it to me ''as one of persons and papem, properly belonging to the 
Manufacturing Committee.** It may do very well as one of the "papers properly belonging to 
the Committee.** But it would seem very clearly to me, that it is only the evidence of *' one of 
the persons^* properly belonging, &c., as you cannot have forgotten that the ** paper" had re- 
ceived " an envious rent,*' which you say was " from an Adams Woman" Now this Adams 
Woman would appear to be more nearly one of the persons, as possessing evidently the ability 
of proving to the committee the facts in relation to this branch of consumption. But whether 
or not this conclusion be strictly correct, another follows directly from a view of the " paper** 
itself, and which it is passing strange you should have overlooked. The repair of this " envious 
rent,*' you say, was immediately made " by the most delicate fingers that could be possibly en- 
listed in the cause of the General 1'* This repair is manifest and pres»*nts of itself a delicate 
specimen of domestic manufecture, important to the comfort^ economy^ and independence of this 
republican government. Now if it had occurred to you, that the object of the Committee is not 
only to procure useful specimens of domestic manufactures, but also the personal attendance be- 
fore the Committee of the individual practical manufocturers themselves, that they may see and 
learn at the same time, you certainly would not have omitted to forward the names or name so 
directly rendered material, to enable the Committee faithfully to discharge their important trust. 

We have no news here. I shall at all times be extremely pleased to hear from you by letter. 
In much haste, I am very sincerely your friend, and humble servant, SILAS WRIGHT, Jr. 

Electioneering — Mr. Clay a Mason of rank-^Poinsetfs Mexican Masonry^Is J, Q, Adam» 
a Mason 1 — MartindaU on Slavery — Gulian C. Verplanck, 

[No. 154.] Gulian C Verplanck, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

Washington, Jan. 22, ]828.-*Dear Sir: I have just been told by a distinguished Western 
member that Mr. Clay is a Mason of rank. He has been in L(»dges, Chapters, dw., with him; 
Cannot this be so used with Clay's friends in oar Western District, or with the people, as to di- 
vert that question from mingling with the Presidential one 7* 

* f !uIiRn C. Verplanck show* no lack of tact in what is called elertlrtneering. Ife wns the whl^ cnndidnte for 
Mover of New York in 1834. and came within 180 votes of defeating C. W. Lawrence, though the previous demo- 
cmtic m'ljority had been 5000. He must be well advanced in years, for he wns married by Rishop Hobart in 
]80n. Mnnv venrs since he was involved in a dispute about Trinity Church which did not increase his friendship 
for G«ivernor Clinton. As • Abimeleck Coody,' in 1814, he wrote powerful esnavs in defenoe of the wnr. ond ot- 
tacked (Clinton with great severity — and afterwards joined the bucktuils against him. In 1R29. at the Herkimer 
Convention, he nominated Van Buren for Governor — supported Jackson for President — and only joined the oppo- 
sition wlien the bank veto and deposit questions name up, and the ereat reiiubhV^n partv filed off to right and left 
as whi;^ and democrats. He has been in Congress and d State Senator — is distinguished in the wnlk< of litera- 
ture — nu'l, with I^evi Heardsley and Samuel Youn?. has proved himself a friend to his country bv bi« efTortftA as- 
teifd the bkMings of education and iocreato usaful ^owledga throughout the land.^ 
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.Mr. Poinsett's masonic interference in Mexican afikiri, a minister appointed and supported by 
Adams, might also be used.* 

I iiave written to Baylies to ascertain if J. Q. A> [John Qainey Adams] is not also of the pro* 
teribed secret aesociaiion. 

1 have not time to add more by this mail. Suggest these matters to those who will use them 
to advantage. 

Martindale has made a singular display, reading a long sermon against slavery, with great 
emphasis and gesticulation. 1 am yours, O. C. V. 

Megrets Clinton's death — What could we have done with him ? — ffe might have opposed Juck* 
son — My friend Lawrence — Help Judge Hoffman. 
[^o. 155.] James Campbell, Surrogate, N. Y., to Jesse Hoyi, Albany. 

New York, February 22, 1828. — Dear Sir : I was very much schocked when I heard ot Mr. 
Clinton's death, and I confess to you, that 1 sincerely resret it. 

Important consequences are likely to follow from this event ; but whether favorable or preja. 
dicial is difficult to determine. It was certainly a very embarrassing queption to decide in \*hat 
way Mr. Clinton was to be disposed of at the ensuing election. He undoubtedly \iould have 
been a candidate for Governor, and in this case could the Republican party have heen prevailed 
on to support him ? I am of opinion that they could not. . Mr. Clinton then, finding himself 
opposed by our party, would he or his friends cordinlty co-operate in the support of General 
Jackson 7 In such a state of things, the probability is they woald have opposed Jnckson, and 
the intolerance manifested towards them would have been urged as an excuse for their conduct. 
By the death of Mr. Clinton this danger is avoided ; but then it may give rise to others not less 
serious and formidable. In the selection of a candidate for Governor, every kind of artifice will • 
be resorted to by the Adams party, to distract and to throw us into confusion : and it is only 
by effecting this that they have any chance of succeeding.t 

♦ Joel Poin««tt of South Carolina Mrat Consul GenereT of the U. S. at Bueno* Arree In 19tS. and had he!d ofRclftI 
flUitfon there for yeurt " in the same line of buaineM (soys the Baltimore Federal. Repubhcan) ns John Menry fol- 
lowed in the U. 8., viz : sounding the disposition of Uie people, and boldin/r out encouriitreroent to disunion.'* He 
was afterwards sent to Mexii o where he busie^l himself in the eistablishment of Mnsonic Lod^res. the chnrters for 
which he obtained from the U. S. The Mexicans charged him with being an aftfui disturber of their political svs- 
tem; and in due time he asaumed his proper position asBlnrtin Van Bufen*s war secretary. Poinsett began his 
education in Connecticut, and finished it in London and Edinburgh. 

t Mr. Clinton, whether in life or death, was evidently a cause of ooensiness to Vnn Rnren and hi« foTlowem. The 
following letter from Silas Wriffht to Martin Van Buren was published in the Wnrkin?mni^'s Advocnte. Allmnr, 
OoL 1830*-and shows whiit Wright's views were at the time he wrote it. Governor Clintim could not have nomi- 
nated Heman J. Redfield as circuit judge of the western district, for he was one of the ITsenntors who had set public 
sentiment iit defiance in 1824, to please Vnn Ruren and elect the intolerant candidate, Crawford. It is one ofVaa 
Buren's rules, that, ns, by adherence to him, his political friends may soraetimes have to net diiihnnestiv nnd im- 
jastly toward* the people, he (V. B.) will stand bv such party Instruments, if useful, and uphold them iigahisttb* 
people. It was on this monarchical principle of Charles I and II, that Wright spoke of Rediield. Bo, too, when the 
people's repreyenUitives removed Flagg, Van Buren made him a P. M., and there are hundreds of similar cas^. 
LeUer, SUas Wright to Martin Fan Buren, Watkington. 

Albany, April 4th. 1P96. 

My Dear Sir :— The time for our adjournment is now fixed upon, and we shall soon have done what shall at 
all be done to prepare for our fall contest. Much alarm and excitement is prevailing, noi only here, but in New 
York and elsewhere.' from the course taken by Noah, and by the allegations that (nine of us with yourself, nre in- 
elining to join with Mr. Clinton against the National Administration. These allegations have been more or lesa 
made for Fome time, but did not become loud or effective until the Advocate came out a^vou will have seen. 
Many of our strong friends are fearful, and nearly all of them cannot uniler any terms be brought to join Mr. Clin> 
ton, or to consent to ♦•ndenvor to sustain ourselves without running a candidate for Governor nsrmns't Clinton. If 
lie had nominated Redfield as Judge of the 8tb Circuit, and taken any ground, the result miffht hnve bt^n dtfrer«>nt, 
bnt now T think it perfectly fixed. My object, therefore is to inform you truly what I think will be done; what 
course I have myself conrented to ; and what course will, in my opinion, alone ^ave us from an entire division and 
flillnre at our next election. A caucus will be held by oar friends hi the Ijegislatnre*liefore onr adjournment : the 
time nnd place of holding a State Caucus will be fixed upon, to eonsist of delesntes from the counties enual to 
their representation in the Assembly, an address recommending the holding of such a caucus iMuetl, and the de- 
clared objects of the caucus stated to be the nomination of a Governor and Lieut. Governor. Thivs. I expect we 
shall leave this subject and this city. You will readily ask what man oan we ofTiBr to such a convention ? If 
you shmild nsk what men want to be offered, 1 could answer you more«asilv. Talbnndve. Vounir, ete. But it is 
much more difficult to say what man we ought tooflfer to such caucus, and through them to the elect' r*. Vonr 
collensrue, (Nathan 9nnford] however, is more talked of oowby ourfriemlsthan anv other man. Tnllmadre is the 
candidate of a very few of the Adams n>en. but they would prohablv be pleased to exrhnnre him for PnnRird. 
What may be the <tate of thines next fiiU it is now impossible to predict, but if the fiseling which we Irave here 
diould remain, ItMnk there is little doubt he will be nominated by our friends. We are not unaware of the api-ear- 
ance which ninning him will give abroad, nor of the unpleasant situation "In which you may suipose yourself 
plnc«d by this cour*e. But my refTection and the appearances in the State hnve induced me to lelieve that no 
other measures will l)e so likely to give us the power of the State when nwst we Fhall want it. I admit if we cruld 
hold our election without any reference to the <|uestioo of Governor, it would (irobablv be better for us. R*)t it i> 
perfectly settled that if we do not get up a candidate against Clinton, the Adams and Clay part of our frifnds will, 
and such a candidate the yroat body of onr political friends throughout the State woiiW enlist thpmi'eUps to sup- 
port against Clinton. If then we should fcvor Clinton, there would be an eflTertual split in oor ranks which coulj 
not be healed. If we should not favor Clinton, our servioes would be renuired for the opiwsite rnndidnte. wh>* 
•Tsr be mi^t be, or we should be sqaatly itiapeotMl and opirased. Again, if wt should not favor Clinton, his fxieada 



^ 



MtSTBlTDBD PATRIOTS IMTSNT ON iPtTBUC TfLXmtittL. 



fif Friend Lawrence called on me to-day for the first time since the receipt of die news ti 
Mr. Clinton'a death : altho' previously scarcely a day elapsed without his paying me a visit. I 
suspect he deferred his call until he had time to communicate with Washington. I was not long . 
before I inquired of him whom we ahoold have for Governor, when, as I expected, he promptly 
answered, Nathan Sanford. 

Whilst you are staying at Albany, may it not be in your power to make some interest with 
the Lieut. Governor and Senate in favor of our friend Hoffman ? Had Mr. Clinton survived, 
there is good reason to believe, that he would have nominated him for the office of Recorder ; 
but under the present order of things, I suppose there is but little prospect of this. If, however, 
the new Court should be established, might not Mr. Hoffman have a fair chance of being ap- 
pointed its Chief Justice, if proper exertions were made ? Write me a letter on the subject of 
his prospects for this or any other siraation, so that I may show it to him. If he could obtain 
s6ME COMPORJASLE PLACE, it would afford me a great deal of satisfaction. 

Let me know when it is probable the Lieutenant-Governor will make his nominations. I eiu 
closed your last to Van Buren. Tours, respectfully, JAMES CAMPBELL. 



Anti-Masonry — Saratoga doctored to death — Vote of the State — large Majorities only useful 

on the score of Bets — Broome^ a crazy County — Southwick set up as a Decoy Duck — Sore re- 

grets for the loss of Noah*s Election, as the Native candidate. 

[No. 166.] Martin Van Buren, Governor-elect of N. Y., to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Albant, Nov. 8, 1828. — My Dear Sir : I thank you sincerely for your several communica- 
tions. They have been a source of both pain and pleasure to me — the latter on account of their 
contents, and the former on account of the extreme difficulty I have had to make out what their 
contents were. You would certainly correct this, if ypu knew how extremely painful it is to 
your friends. I would have written to you before, but have had no time to eat my meals. My 
house has been run down by my friends, at one moment flushed with victory, and the next fright^ 
ened out of their senses, and frequently without cause for either. 

Laying the efforts of Anti-masonry out of view, and of which we have as yet not much be« 
yond rumour, the election has been a real old fashioned ninety-eight fight. Everywhere, as rar 
as ascertained, we have succeeded in democmtic counties by overwhelming votes, and lost in 
counties that were formerly federal by small majorities. Saratoga was doctored to death if it is 
lost, which is not certain. The name of Adams, and the character of the discussions, have brought 
old feelings into entire and efficient operation. The result, according to my present knowledge 
and belief, has been (under the circumstances) signally triumphant. The following vote upon 
the electoral Ticket I regard as absolutely certain. If there are any mistakes in it, in your part 
of the State, you can, of course, correct it. Queens and Suffolk, 1 ascertained. — Kings 1 do.— > 
New York 3 do. — ^Westchester aqd Pumam 1 do. — Dutchess 1 do. — Orange 1 do. — ^Ulster and 
Sullivan 1 dow-«— Greene and Delaware 1 do.-— Schenectady and Schoharie 1 do. — Herkimer 1 
do. — Otsego 1 do. — Onondaga 1. We have only partial remms, and they are fisivorable. I ean* 
not think there is the slightest doubt of this County. Ascertained. Cayuga 1 ascertained. — 
Chedango and Broome 1 do. — Tompkins and Courtlandt 1, not ascertained, but without the 
slightest doubt — 17. 

Now, i have not time to speak of the chances in the other districts; you must make them out 
from the papers. For myself, I should think good luck alone would give us a few more, and I 
shall be egregiously disappointed if we do not get 20 at the very least. You need not believe 
their stories, for they have not the slightest respect for truth in most cases. We shall therefore 

wottld not fkTor us in Gongreu, Senate and Assembly tickets, the success in which would be the only object in our 
daelining to have a candidate for Ooveraor. Should we decline to support the candidate run against Clinton be- 
eaose he was friendly to Adanu, this would inevitably induce the friends of that candidate, two-thirds of wbom, 
■o fkr as the State is eoneemed, would be friends, not onl^ to run Congress, Senate and Assembly tickets, but to 
ran them ple<Ufed to Adams. In any event then, from this state of things, it does appear to me, that we shoukl bo 
between two fires without the least prosoect of escaping the flames, instead of bringing off the spoil. We should pot 
onrselvos precisely in the situation the federalists or this State have been in for years past, actmg under colors not 
our own, and doing journey work. But suppose we take up your colleague and make him our own candidate. 
He is here considered republican ; by the Adams men he is considered an Adams man, and by us, in truth, not 
much different. Itut would not the very fact of taking him op, without reference to his feelings in regard to na- 
tional polities, and purely on the ground of democracy, draw after it, as a necessary consequence, the acquisition 
of the administration strength of this State, while the question of national politics would not be drawn into a fM^ 
mationof our Congress, Senate and Assembly tickets 1 * * * * 

Again— I have thought, and still think, taking the future prospects for four years, of what will be the state of 
national politics, that I had rather have your colleague f SanfornJ here as Governor, than where he now is, and 
■honld we have the power next winter, I think we could better fill that place ibr the future contest. So much ia 
tJie most perfect hasle, as my reason for consenting and advising to the course [ have pomted out to you, as to our 
state election. If I am wrong, write me and tell me so, as frankljr as I have given you this tedious, ill-dU^ested de- 
tail. If you can [at] all concur in these views, please endeavor to influence your colleague to hold himselfwilling to 
■nrve his fKends in the way here sunested. Do not by this letter suspect that any changes in my feelings, or 
those with whom I have acted, has taken place favorable to Mtasrs. Clay, Adams, Ac Co. It is not so. * * * • 
Yoa will consider this lettei a* antiielycoofidtntiiU. * • • With sMtimenta of the warmest friendship, I am«Jfec 

8.W]U0HT,Jr. 



VAK BtmKN S LOOSE MOtf ALd — SlUlS WftlGHT A SEFOftMEB . — ^NOAH. 206 

InvB votoi enough to put Jackton'b election out of tU question, and WHAT IS OVER IB ONLY 
IMPORTANT ON THE SCORE OF BETS » 

Our Governor and Lieut. Governor's majority will be immense. The only 4 towns in 
Broomet (A CRAZY COUNTY) have given me a unanimous vute, viz. 1000, and the others, 
it is supposed will not reduce that. Everywhere I get the true party vote, and in many placet 
Soutkwick*$ vote toiU be large. We shall have nearly 3000 in Ulster and SuUivan, and be- 
tween 1500 and 3000 in Cayuga ; we have carried our Senators in 4 districts, and have a good 
chance to carry them in most of the others. Our majority in the Assembly will be as laiife, 
as is desirable. Contending, as we have done, against Federolism, revived Anti-masonry, and 
Money, I am satisfied with the result. I SORELY REGRET TUE LOSS OF NOAH'S ELEC-' 
TION, AS WELL AS ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, AS ON ACCOUNT OF THE COST 
HIS ELECTION HAS BEEN TO THE PARTY ; but one point is gained, viz : he muM be 
satisfied that his friends have, with their eyes open, sustained a great struggle, and run muck, 
hazard on his account. I hope there will yet he some waif found out of doing something for 
him. I shall be down on Tuesday. In the mean time, show this to my friends Bowne, Ver- 
pUuick, Hamilton, and Cambreleng. Tell Verplanck I have no doubt you was as much fiii^t- 
ened as he says, and am quite certain that you have as much pluck as you claim. Remember 
me to Mrs. Hoyt, and believe me to be, Youra, cordially, M. V. BUREN. 



[No. 157.] John Van Buren to L. Hoyt, at Albany. 

New Yobk, Nov. 13, 1828. — Dear Sir : You will confer a favor upon me, by having that 
small trunk tit loAtcA Pa keeps his valtuihle papers, 6ie., sent up to Mr. Butler*s as soon as poa- 
slble. I neglected doing so when I left. Ais far as returns are received, we have three ToCae 
certain in Maryland, with a chance of another double district. Our friends here all claim Ohio, 
with perfect confidence. The returns from there are very favorable. JNO. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 158.] Judge Edmonds to Jesse Hoyt. 

'HunsoK, Np -^mber 26, 1828. — Dear Sir: I am anxious to see Mr. Van Buren as soon as he 
letoms from h-. w York. Will you be so good as to inform me whether he has yet returned ; 
•nd if not| drop me a line as soon as he does return. By so doing, you will oblige, 

Your friend, J. W. EDMONDS. 

[No. 159 J t J. A. Hamilton to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street, N. Y. 

Nov. 28. Private, — Dear Eioyt : Campbell Informs me that you hold a part of the money 

eolleeted from the Auctioneers, unappropriated — if so, I wish you not to part with it, inasmuch 

as I advanced |^200 to Targee to send to Albany, which he promised me should be repaid oat 

of the first money he should collect. He now informs me that he has not fands to pay me, Sec, 

* PreMdent Van Barendoet not think a laif* majority of the people, ns indicntive of union on men and meatures 
of tilt leaat oooaeqaeaoe. If Jarksoa is aaft, and tbe chaace of the party to cintoh the plunder, threiuh JUm! 
*' what b over n only iniMutant on tbe score of beU." Gov. Wright, in his message to th« LeffisUtnre of K«w 
York, Jan. 1845, furnishes a very saitable comvMntory upon this gambliog, betting propensity of the Van Bona 
fiunily, in thesjB words : 

** Anotber point (tfmneh more wriooa complaint, it the extensive and mpidly increastne practice of betthig opoa 
•leetioos, and tbe intereated and selfish, and corrupting tendencies which it exerts uiion the election itsel£ TliMe 
improper and corrupting influences have made themselves manifest to the whole body of our freemen, and coniti- 
tnte a theme of almost universal complaint. Upon the party to the wnger, they are all control1iD«. His ear and 
his mind, from the moment his monev i8 staked, are closed against nrgonient, or reason, or examination, either ta 
to tha qnastions involved, or the candidates presented for his-suffrage. He must so vota and so act as to win Mi 
b*^ and the welfare of the country becomes an entirely secondary c^imiideriition. His appeah to all over whom ks 
may hope to exert an influenco, are to sa\lB himself fn>m loss, and hel]) him to win the money of his opponent, not 
to examine and mquire bow they may h^t serve their country by their votes." 

** The sttgrBstion," continues Governor Wright, " most likely to arrest the praoti<?e of betting, ta to make it pa>> 
ishahle critainolly ; to subject the parties to every bet made upon the result of un election, to indictment, and upoa 
conviction, to punishment by a fine, to Iw graduated by the amount of the wnger. nnd to all the costs of the prosa 
eotioR. The deleterious inffuenre of this species of gambling upon the public morals atone, would, it appAir* to me, 
jaotify the passage of a law which should moke it criminal. And when its corrupt and coirupting tnndenciaa upaa 
•or elections, upon the free and proper exercise of the elective franchise ; when lU influence 10 bring the impraMK 
expenditure of money into a political canvass, and to apuly it under tlie despcr..te impulse ofo gambling spirit, an 
considered, I cannot donbt that the moral and political aspect of the evil will fully justify its classification as a 
ariaae and its panishment as aoeh." 

flf Broome was crasy, PMer Robinson, her reprwentative, was quite dlfrrcet. He sat as Siieaker of the At- 
Mmblv in 1RS9, and ne^-er misaed a hank division daring the session, but uniformly voted against e%-ery safetv-ftnidl 
•barter, in th« teeth of Van Buren's advise. 

J I have placed this note as of 1898, bat h may be 183S. or any other yenr, after the November campaign ia 
New York. Waa the Auctioneer** money, an electioneering tax levied by tho |mrty in |iower, fVora that cUua of 
persons, because privileged 1 Hurailuin wns verv sharp and close about catji. fees, fcc Were tho ^00 seat M 
Albany by Tarfgee, on account of a contract fimd to manufacture public opinion for tbe State as the official 
prinUng is to Ritchie, and as it was formerly to Blair and Rives, to enable them to employ and direct men of tal- 
ent at Washington how to manntactura public sentimeot, to be forwarded through tbe United Sutes, and echoe4 
by hired, servile, and unprincipled presses, fur the benefit of a party bound together by tlie plunder of the people and 
the neglect of useful reforms 1 If not— what was it ? * * i — » 



S06 VAN BVKEN TRVSTS IN tiT PROVIDXNCB I---RIS FRTSNd BUTLEft* 

4f-, the end of ill which is, that I am not to be repaid in the manner I supposed. Of the 200 
I have hot 65, so that there is due to me $135, and if yon have the whole, or any part of that 
amount, i wi:sh yuu to take care uf me, as far as you can. Talk with Campbell. 

• ^ Yours, &c., J. A. HAMILTON. 

An Active Voter — the unfortunate pitied, 
[No. 160.1 Ottlian C. Verplanck, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
[Postmark, Washingtoo Dec. 27,] 1828. — T enclose a contribution for the Major TNoah,] 
whiDse notice of Mr. Herb«rt I received, this morning, and recognize therein a hand which is not 
nskoown, Tha Major's are native wood.notes, but there is a learned melody in 5-8 time, 
lirkich Will explain to you. It is not only true that Mr. H. voted for the whole Jackson 

ticket in the 5th ward, but he did it twice running, and then observed that he was now goin^f over 
to Roboken, but to-murrow he would vote in the first ward, for all the Jackson candidates 
•leept Alderman Cebra, whom he could not swallow. This I will swear to. Please communi- 
flkate it to the National Advocate. 

Who is to be Mayor 7 Poor Adams [meaning the then President of the U. S.] looks so 
woe-begone and sick that every body pities him. He is wholly altered in person and appear- 

Youre, G. C. V. • 



[No. 161.] Governor Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. ALBAiry, Jan. 4, 1829. 
My Dear Sir: You need not, I think, have any apprehensiun about the message. The earliest 
allowable moment will be embraced to send you a copy ; but that cannot be aa soon as yuu de- 
■iie; I thank yon kindly fur your letter, and beg you to write me always with equal freedom. I 
eannot consent to contribute by any act of mine to the previaleoce of that great political vice, a 
dewre to shun responsibiliry. I shall do the best I can in whatever relates to my office, and leave 
the result to PROVIDENCE and the People. Remember me kindly to Mrs. H. and believe 
me to be very sincerely your friend, M. V. BUREN, 

Does our friend L. Smith know that Judge Swanton haa been recommended by the elite of 
the party in NeW York? I presume it is understood by him and all our ^nds. J do not set 
how I can avoid the appointment, 

[No. 162.] Governor Van B'lren to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
Ai^ANY, Jan. 15, 1829. Dome the favor to find out the residence of Mr. Forman, and give the 
taoloaed to him. You may ascertain it from Mr. Newbold, or Catlin, or Chancailor Kent. 

. M. V. BURJEN. 

Sutler and the Attorney GeneraUMp^the Clinton JBUl-^Coddington'e advice — Westervelt, Ha- 
venSf Manley — Politics found even in Physic, 
[No. 163.1 Governor Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, N. York. 

Albaitt, Feb. 1, 1829. My Dear Sir : I am distressed by Lorenzo*s accounts of your affiiira 
in New York. When will the Republican Party be made senaible of the indispensable neces- 
sity of nominating none but true atul tried men, so that when they succeed they gain something T 
The aame game that is playing with you was in a degree played here on the nomination of At- 
torney General. The only personal ohijection that was made to Mr, Butler^ was his conduct 
Uut winter in regard to the Clinton BUI, and I believe that every Clintonian in both bouses 
voted againat him, except Charles Livingston, of whose vote I am advised. Mr. B. depended 
upon your city vote, and would have snc^eeded if he had got it. Cargill, Arnold, Albnrtua, and 
Mr. Allen, vgted for him — beyond that nothing is known. I roust insist upon you not mention- 
ing my name in connection with this subject in any form. Make it a point, if you please, to see 
my good friend CODDINGTON, and say to him that 1 hme not been able to follow his ad- 
vice in relation to the Health appointments, and hope to satisfy him when I see him that I have 
done right. The claims of Dr. Westervelt were, taking all thinga into the accqunt, decidedly 
the strongest, and much was due to the relation in which he stood to Governor Tompkins, 
especially from one who knew so well what the latter has done and suffered for this State. I 
abotdd forever have reproached myself if I could have refused so small a tribute to his memory. 
Westervelt is a gentleman and a man uf talent, of a Whig Family, and a Democrat from hia 
cradle. He was three years in the Hospital and five yearn Deputy Health Officer, until he was 
emeUy removed through the histrumenulity of Dr. Harrison, who to my knowledge, owed his 
appointment to the unwearied and incessant perseverance of Governor Tompkins. Havens has 
been at the station but a year and has never seen a case of yellow fever in his life. All that I 
eoold do for him (and he has not a better friend in the world,) was to satisfy myself that Dr. 
Westervelt and the Board of Health would retain him in his present station. I cannot dismiss 
Dr. Manley. His extraordinary capacity is universally admitted ; and his poverty, and misfor- 
tune in regard to the new Medical College which he Imnght into existence but failed to get a 
9lace in it, has excited a sympathy for him with medical men in all parts of the State of nnpr^ 
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eecl#nted extent. Mr. Clinton was bo lensible of U that he once tctuallf nominfltcd Mm for 
kemlth tifficer^ and was upon the point of doing it again the very week when be died. Hii re* 
moval if made could only be placed on political ground*^ and as he was a zealous Jackion man «l 
tie last election that could not have been done without danger. 

Butler feels less than any of hie friends. Yours truly, M. V. BUREN, 

I had promised not to interfere and did not. 

The Time to strike for Coddingfon. 
fNo. 164.] C. C. Cambreleng to J. Hoyt.— Washington, 7 Feb., 1829. Dear H.— 1 1iav« 
ymir letter for the Major [Noah,], who has not yet arrived — when he does be shall have U. 
When the time comes to strike there is no man for whom I would do more than for our friend 
Mr. C [Coddington,] none deserves more than he doeF.t You are mistaken — Ohio ia for itself, 
I expect soon to hear the result of your ballotings. Very truly yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELENO. 

Van. Buren*s Neutrality — Marcy placed on the bench to save him from ruin — A physician sates 
Van Buren*8 party, and is paid with an office! — Pitcher, how dangerous I — Dr, M*Ne9en-^ 
Jacob Barker. 

[No. 165.] Governor Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, Feb. 8, 1829 

Dear Sir — It is impossible to judge correctly without a view of the whole ground. Some two 
or three weeks before the meeting of the Legislature, Sudam by letter requested my neutrality. 
1 shewed it to Mr. Butler, and, with his approbation, replied, that I would consider it my duty, 
linder all circumstances, not to interfere. Bronson's friends had the addrera to push Dudley into 
tk) Senate, and MARCY WAS SO SITUATED THAT I MUST MAKE HIM A JUDGE 
QR RUIN HIM t These circumstances gave color to the clamour about Albany dictation, which 
it became necessary to respect. No one was better satisfied than Mr. Butler of the impolicy and 
positive impropriety of my interference, as matters stood. My friend CHmpbell is certainly 
n^ong if he blames me. He was as anxious to have Manley retained a? to have Hitchcock ap. 
pointed, and the amount of his advice, therefore, was, that I should give the two most valuable 
offices to two old Federalists who never acted with us till last fall, and that to the exclusion of 
« young man who, with all his connexions, have been Republicans in the worst of times — who 
has already been sorely persecuted, and whose firmness SAVED US AT THE HERKIMER 
CONVENTION-— /or, had it not been for the fearless and prompt stand taken by Dr. Wes^ 
tmelt after the firH informal ballot, PITCHER WOULD. UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE 
BEEN NOMINATED.^ After all, it is very doubtful whether he g^ts through the Senate. 

t A friend in New York, who was well informed on many points, at these times, tells me that Coddinftonv who had 
been a grocer, bes:des being concerned in speculations with and for (he party leaders, had advanced a heavy sam 
in cash, with certain promises, when, itc. 

t If Van Ruren saved Marcy from ruin by inakihg him a Supreme Court Judge, Marey*B subservience to his beiMfae- 
tor apfiears to have been boundless. On the 15th of Oct. ]8:)9, Mr. N. P. Tallmndge addressed n letter to Gov. Marcy 
from Pou^hkeepsie, as fullows — " Sir : I have stated on different occasions, thai previovs to the extra session of 
Congress m 1837, you advised me, at my house, to oppose the Sub-Treasury Scheme, if Mr. Van Buren should 
recommend it; that after the extra session, on board of the steamboat, you a]>pritved of my course in opposiof it, 
and condemned Mr. Van Buren^s in recommending it, and said that you would not endorse it in your messofe to 
the Legislature. Such opinions I also understand you freely expressed to others. [ wish you to say, whether 

Jou deny the truth of the abuve statement, or whether, in the article in the Albany Ar^Mis of the 14th inst., you 
ave authorised or intended a dental of it. N. P. TALLMADGE." 

Mr. Tnllmadge nlso wrote to Levi Hubbell, who had been adjutant-general, by Marcy's appointment, to state 
what he knew He replied from Ithaca, Oct. 19, "Dear Sir * * * I was in New York ut the olose of the 
«ttra session in 1837, and know that Gov. Hnrcv was there, and returned soon aAer. A few days after his return 
to Albany, he told me, at his house, that he had returned in the boat with you ; and he then expressed much gra- 
tifioation atthe course pursued by yourself and the Conservatives in Congress. He at the some time, strongly and 
openly condemned the Siib-Trensiiry Scheme recommended bv Mr. Van Buren, and expressed his dissatisAetion 
at the course '>f the Wnshington Globe and the leading Loco ]PocQS in this State During the extra session and 
after it, I had several nnnvertntions with Gov..Marcy, in all of which he expressed the same views. His opinions 
were freely mnde known to any of his political friends who were near him. I was not then a state officer, but I 
know thut'n diflfbrence of opinion existed between the state officers in reference to the Sul>-Treasury Scheme, and 
Gov. Marey declared to vu. that om the ranption. of the special message he had, in presence of several af the state «fi- 
Mr«, openly expressed his disapprobation of the President* s refismmmdation. * * * LEVI HUBBELL.** 

Govr. Marcy made no reply ; of course he admitted that Mr. Tallmndge had truly described his lanniage and 
conduct Yet Marcy en me out strong in his next annualmes.<(nge the other wny, and' the Argus abused Tallmadge 
for rondiicT which 4uid privately received Merry's high approval. What is it that such a character as this will hes- 
itate to do, to secure jiower and influence under Polk ! 

$Mark well Vnn Bnren*s language. He tells his creature, Hoyt, that Westervelt's "firmness SAVED ITS** by 
preventing the nniiiinntinn of Pitcher as lieiit. governor. Pitchei was a hucktnil. hnd been a member of Congress, 
and, as Butler elsewhere writes, was n x\si*A\y htmest man. It was his high character, gretit kindness of disposition, 
arid personal popularity that had achieved success in 1826, and given to the party the executive pntronoge of 
182b, no mnn nccnsed mm of political sin ; his measures while ncting as governor, hud pleased nil classes; "and 
|)is aj)p( intments (says Hammond) hnd been snch as would have done hones to nny executive.** Even theConven 
ti«tf] in 1828, whi"h obered Vnn Buren*s nod to set this able, well-tried, and patriotic ittatesmnn and /armer aside, 
and to name Lawyer Throop, because he was an anti-mason, and ready, (like .Ichn Van Buren since,) *' to do any 
body*s dirty work,'* unanimously voted him (Pitcher,^ the thanks of the democrucy of the state, for the Integrity 
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Mr. Schenck is co-operating with the opposition in the Senate, and all the old enemies of 
Tompkins, to get him rejected. About one-third of the Senate are absent, and the probability 
is that he will fail. If so, I shall not nominate Havens. I have been very friendly to him, and 
have done all that was necessary to secure him (with good conduct on his part) in his present 
place» and I can never lend rayseli to promote the views of those who coalesce with our enemies 
to sacrifice Republicans, who stay at home, and trust to their fiends that they may get their 
places. 1 should not have ginen iManley the office originally if I could have found a competent 
Republican to take it. But being co.npetent and poor I could not think in proper to re- 
move one Clintonian Jackson man to put in another. ■ Dr» McNeven was his only competitor. 
Targee has had as little to do with the matter as you have, and less than Mr. Bloodgood, or 
about as much. I regret the state of affairs wirfi you. It will work itself clear in the end. 
The general remedy is an alteration of the time of your charter elections. 

BeUeve me to be, very sincerely your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

Barker yesterday presented his formal complaint against the Recorder. He behaved with 
great propriety ; you must say nothing of my views in regard to Havens. 



Postmaster Coddingtofi electioneering for the office Noah got, 
[No. 166.] Jonathan I. Coddington to J. Hoyt. 

New York, Feb. 13th, 1829. — Dear Hoyt : I have seen Al. Coe, he has signed in your fiivor, 
making five ; and he informs me there ia no doubt of vour getting the eight that voted for yo« 
in caucus — and in addition I have no doubt you will get Lee, which is all that is required. 
You no doubt remember what I told you. three weeks before the election of Mayor, That 
Sowne must and should he the Mayor — that I seldom failed in what I undertook in earnest 
(particularly for other people — how it will be With myself I know not) in the way of politics. 
The result will be this in the end. You'll be District Attorney and Sherman clerk. Noal^s 
having gone to Washington, several of those who voted for him in caucus have left him, under 
the impression he will get something there. His claims are certainly far greater than Sherman's 
and I have not the least doubt he would have succeeded but for this impression. You may rest 
assured 1 shall leave nothing undone that can be done I'airiy and honorably to promote your in- 
terest. General Duff Green was elected Printer to the House on Teusday by a majority of two 
votes, and General Jackson was in the neighborhood and expected in Washington on Wednes. 
day. I observe that our friend Silas Wright, Jr. Esq., has reached Albany. I want you to 
go with Cargill and Arnold to the Chancellor, to Judge Marcy, the Comptroller, and Secretary 
of State. If they do not like to sign my naked application, you'll please draw up a joint letter 
for them to sign in my favor, addressed to our two Senators in Congress^ stating they are per^ 
sonally acquainted with me, and recommending me as a suitable person tofiU the office of Sur- 
veyor and Inspector of the Port of New York. This I want you to attend to without delay, as 
they may get committed. Recollect that T. L. Smith (the Calhoun man,) is a candidate — don't 
let him or his friends know that I am an applicant until after we get all the signers we can. If 
any thing of interest occurs I will write you again. Yours truly, J. I. CODDINGTON 



Sunday Morning at St. Tammany — New Yopk Politics. 
[No. 167.] Postmaster Coddington, to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany. 

SUNDAY morning. New York, Feb. 16, 1829.— Dear Hoyt: We had a full meeting THIS 
morning at Head Quarters — Alderman C. of the first was there — also Judge 0. (I mean his 
brother Jesse,) Capt. Coffin, &>c. &c. We had under consideration the Major's letter from 
Washington, which you*ll see in this morning's Enquirer — also your nomination for District At- 
torney. Alderman Cebra declines signing any paper, but says they know where to find him, 
and is willing to go into a ballot immediately, and would vote for you. Colonel Robert Arnold 
of New Jersey dined with me to-day. He is just arrived from Washington, and informs roe 
that there is no doubt of our friend Governor Van Buren*s being Secretary of State. I havt 
availed myself to write thas much in time to send you through my neighbour Gideon Tucker, 
who leaves here this morning, for Albany, Very respectfully, &c. J. I. COpDINGTON. 

and ability he had displayed as Heut. governor ; and when they bad negatived General Root's resolution to con- 
tinue in office tUe man who had thus given universal satisfaction, they voted fur £no« T. Throop as his successor ! ! 
Is it not evident that Throop was secretly selected by Van Burep and the regency as a convenient instrument for 
regulating future state elections through a chain of banks, controlled by county juntos of greedy politicians his 
creatures, to that no one would be appointed to office but Uie real nominees of the Van Buren, Butler, IJovt, 
Wright and Stephen Allen cabal 1 Col. Pitcher never forgot the treachery and ingratitude thus manifested by 
Van Buren, whose steady and conscientious sup)iorter he hul hitherto been. The Morgan excitement was fanned 
bv Van Buren, who was at the bottom of Suulhwick*s nomination. Served as his decoy, to draw oft from 
Thompson those western anti-masonic voters who would not support him (V. B.) He (V. B.) had Throop plaecjd 
on hl»licket to catch for bioiself and his regency as many anti-masonic votes as possible. ' ' 



JACKSON TIMES— TKE «INERAL 8GBAMBLE FOB PLtTN DE1« 909 

An Old Hunkmr •/ Tammmnff» eleetioneerkig for a fat QfU€. 

[No. 168 ] Jonathan I. Coddington, to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany. 

New Yobk, Feb. 20th, 1829.— Dear Sir : I am in receipt of yourfevora of the 16th and ISfh, 
and am pleased to learn that Mr. T. L. Smith is not an applicant — but really I don't understand 
the impropriety of getting the support of our Republican Friends in the Legislature, whether 
ftoni Town or Country. It is not a new thing. I have known it to be done both in this State, 
and also in other States, by persons applying for offices under the General Government. I re- 
member signing for the friends of several of the Country Members the winter I was at Albany, 
bat if I recolUiCt right I told you my object in getting the Country Members v>a» not go 
mmek trith the view of strengthening me as it was to prevent others from getting them. I 
^11 be perfectly satisfied with any course yon and my other friends may think proper to adopt. 
Before the receipt of your l^st letter I saw Al. C. of the 1st on Change yesterday. He asserted 
Mdly that he would support you for District Attorney. He cannot nor dare not back out. I 
ealled to.day at Coe's to know if any more had signed, but he had not the paper, and informed 
me that the Recorder had it — and I intend to see it to-morrow, (would to-day, but for the vio- 
lent snow storm — at least 12 inches has fallen since morning,) and endeavor to get the 9 to 
liga, and I think there is no doubt of getting that number. I observe ydu wish it kept a secret, 
that oar fhend the Governor is going to Washington. Why even our opponents know it here. 
. As I have got Allen and Bogardos, wouid it not be well enough to get our other 
two Senators from this district ?-»Thi8 I leave entirely to yon to do or not to do. Muir (Gren- 
eral) tells me that Arnold told him that he had got the Chancellor on, bat as you say nothing 
about, thoM perhaps he was mistaken. If he has not signed should like yoti to get him. . . 
1 have one more favor to ask you — let me know the day that Mr. Van Buren will probably leave 
Albany for Washington. Your fnend, J. I. CODDINOTON. 

[No. 169.] In a long letter of Feb. 2dd, 1829, J. I. Coddington says he has had a con- 
fidential letter from Washington, announcing who the members of the Jackson Cabinet were, 
bids HojTt take the list to Gov. V. B. — then winds up — '* I have to- renew my request in mine 
of Saturday, which is, that you'll afsertain as near as yon can what time Mr. Van Boren will 
leaTe Albany." 

'* P. S. I open this to say that ray Washington letter says that the general opinion was that 
Gaoarai Jackson meant to take [care] of his firiends. • J. L C* 

James A. Hamilton declates himself a good and true Spoilsman, 
[No. 170.] James A. Hamilton, Acting Sec. of State, to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
Department of State, [Washington,] March 10, 1829. Dear Sir : I have with pleasure re- 
oeived your letter. As to Mr. Duer, I will say to you, as I said to his brother-in-law Mr. Ban- 
ner — " While I am not called upon to make an effort to displace Duer, his conduct on an oc 
eaaion of great feeling and delicacy, (the controversy with Mr. King about the * Hamilton Pa- 
pers,') was not such as to occasion regret to me if he should loose his office, or to induce me to 
tDTB a finger to retain him." / agree with you entirely in the propriety of making chaneea 
POR THE REASON YOU SUGGEST. • •hj • 

With very great regard, your friend and servant, JAMES A. HAMILTON. 



An Application for Office — very bri^y answered, 
[No. 171.] Mr. Sec. Ingham to Jesse Hoyt.— Washington, 11 March, '39.— Dear Sir : I 
have received yours. The District Attorneys have usually been recommended by the Secretary 
of the Treasury — but oflen the applications have been made directly to the President As to 
the several particulars noticed in your favor, I can only say that it becomes us to speak rather 
in action than by words, lest the latter may be misunderstood— the former cannot be. Excuse 
abort letters— necessity compels me to be very brief. Yours sincerely, S. D. INGHAM. 

SkdU I " get anything in the general scramble for plunder ?*'— " Push like a DeviV^'-out with 

the Adams men ! 
[No. 172.] Samuel Swartwoufs advice to his successor, J. Hoyt 

Washington, 14 March, 1829. My Dear Jeesika : Your very beautiful and intire interest- 
ing letter of the 8ih was received in due course of law. / hold to your doctrine fully that 

nS D D RASCAL WHO MADE USE OF HIS OFFICE OR ITS PROFITO for the 

purpose of keepmg Mr. Adams in, and Gen. Jackson out of power, is entitled to tjie least Unity 
or mercy, save that of hanging. So we think both aKke on that head. 

i»T^^np"p^T^,2SJ!^o^'^' ^ ^"^^^ ^^'^ ^Y THING IN THE GENERAL SCRAM- 
BI^E J* UK BLUNDER, remams to be proven ; but I rather gyess I shall. What it will be is 
not yet so certain; perhaps Keeper of the Bergen lig^t house. I rather think Massa Pomp 
•jwds a smart chance of (ptag M^^ 



no SFAVmBB Am ftim«10K«0— *A <^VBB1t THIO--»W. A. imBft. 

Yoar man, if foo want a place, ia Col. Hamilton. He being now the aecond offieer in tlit 
Governnieiit of the Union, and in all prubabtiiiy, our next Preaident. Make your buif to him, 
then, and you will get what you want. I know Mr. Ingham slightly, and would recommend 
you lo PUjSH like A DEVIL, if you expect any thing from thut quarter. I can do you no 
good in any quarter of the world, having mighty little influence beyond Hoboken. The great 
goers are the new men ; the old troopers being all spavined and ringboned from previom 
hard travel. Tve got the hots, the fetrlock, hipjoint, gravel, halt and founders ; and 1 assure 
you if I can only keep my own leggs, I shall do well ; but I'm darned if I can carry any weight 
with me. When I left home, I thought my nag sound and strong, but the beast is rather bro. 
ken down here. 1*11 tell you more about it when I see you in New York. 

In seriousness, my dear sir, your support must come from Mr. Van Beuren and Mr. Col. Ham* 
ilton ; I could hot help you any more than your clerk ; if 1 had the ability, rest assured I would do 
it without prompting. Tell Robert Sands that J am offended with him ; he promised to writs 
to me and Mr. H. on business, and he has not done it. My best respects to him. I shall be 
home in two or three days. Till when, do all you can to improve your fortunes, and believe 
sincerely Yours, SAM. SWARTWOUT. 

[No. 173.] Senator Dudley to J. Hoyt. 

Washinoton Citt, March 14, 1839. My Dear Sir : I have been favored with your esteemed 
letter, dated the 9th inst. In reply to 3'our question, 1 will state, that from no other person ex- 
cepting yourself have 1 received any communication touching the oflice of District Attorney, 
Mr. Sanford tells me he has also received a letter from you, and that the office in question, the 
bestowment of it, is with the Department of State ; Mr. Van Buren will, of course, have mueli 
to say in it, and to whom you observe that you have written. There toill not be any removal 
from office before the Senate adjourns, at least from offices in your city, as I am informed. It 
was expected that we should adjourn this day tine die; but we meet again on Monday, when 
there will, I have no doubt, be an absolute adjournment. The appointments are all announced 
in the papers— the few nominations left to act on are of a military nature — Brevet<«, dtc. With 
great respect, I am, dear Sir, your faithful and Qbed*t serv't, CHAS. £. DUDLEY. 

Sutler thinks Hoyt may turn Van Buren against office-seekers he cannot depend on. We bawL 
ed for Jackson when we meant the Spoils ! 
[No, 174.] Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse. Albany, March 17,1829. My Deer 
Brother : I have received your letters of late— -those on the subject of District Attorney among 
the rest, and I have seen and read the one to Mrs. Butler, It seems to me to have been labor 
lost, for at the last conversation I had with her about the VVashington expedition, she seemed as 
firm in her opposition as ever. What they will ultimately conclude about it, I don*t know ; they 
will probably come to no determination at present. I also saw your letter to Mr. Butler. His 
opinions and feelings had undergone a great change about the District Attorney matter since 
he saw you. I met him in at Mr. V. Buren*s Saturday afternoim, and the conversation be- 
tween us three, who were alone, accidently turned upon that subject; and Mr. Butler then ob- 
served, that he be^an to think quite differently about it ; and he now says, what I could not bat 
think he would say, that he can do nothing for Duer, He thinks your last letter places ibe 
subject on a strong ground ; and that sueh arguments, addressed to Mr. Van Buren, would be 
ver9 apt to kindle a proper feeling of resentment AGAINST A SET OF MEN WHO HAVE 
NOT IT IN THEM TO BE HONEST AND TRUE TO HIM. Mr. Van Buren observed, 
on the occasion that I have mentioned, that he had a letter from you that morning, and that yon 
had set about the matter with a very determined spirit. I further understood him to say, that 
he should not interfere, especially to save Duer. Before much had been said on the subject we 
were interrupted by persons coming in. I am a good deal surprised that Mr. Van Buren can 
be neutral in this, and that be will not lend the utmost weight of his influence to displace from 
office such men as John Duer. He ought to be satisfied by this time, that that class of men can 
never be his real or pretended friends, any further than is necessary to promote their own inter- 
est ; but strange as it may seem, I do beUeve that his fear of the effect of such a measure, is 
the only motive that would prevent his conferring on W. A, Duett f^ff office within his disposal,^ 
You will probiibly see him when in New York, and you ought then to present your views to 
him in the plainest manner. If we have been struggling for the success of Jackson and the ac 

* William A. Duer, recently President of Columbia CoMetpi, N. Y., Is a gmndnon of Lord Stirling, one of the 
most eminent of the American generals during the war of the revolution. Uisfiitber, Colonel Willirim Duer, mai<* 
ried Lady Catherine, Lord d*s daughter, and was a member of the Congress of 1778. and a signer of the first feder- 
al constitution. William married tbe Hon. W. Denning*s youngest daughter, at Beverley in Dutchess county, in 
Sept. I8.)6; was a federalist, and one of the leaders in the great anti-war meeting fo thnt county, Oct. 7, I8t4 at 
which Philo Rugi^les, William Bard, VVilliaro A. Doer, and Thomas J. Oakley were electe<l as delegates 'from the' 
frienth of Peace* to a general anti war convention, and Madison's admioistration censured for rnshneiss and precipi- 
tancy- Towards the close of tbe contest, howevar, he roused the people to take part in the struggle — and ia 18s\ 
we nnd him nominated by the Albany Regency, through Van BureoN influence and exertions, as a bucktnil jodga 
fur the 3rd circuit and accepted by an ultra democratic legislature, in opposition to Ambrose L. Jordan of liudsoa^ 
who bad always been an aethre member of the rtpabiicao party, and wu a firn ■upimrter of tbe war. Mr. Vaa 
Bwwwafclhii f ^ i < lr rtl W i ■wi a si m tt »m m mu ^ y t mwt M I s lHw idhim. MkajKw,towJMntlMikfi»M|» 



Tns mrmxY omet mnmx-^^niB MtmcAt wolv. Sll 

tniUiti&m of politieml power, for th« benefit of our opponents, I w{i>h to know it, oo that I may 
gmom kmt to act koroafter. From the manner in whieh the Prrtidcnt baa exereised h\M power 
tbua fiif, 1 am inclined to think that be wiU go ** the whole Hog." 

Mr. Van Buren left this morning about U o'clock. Mr. Butler went with him as far as Kin- 
ifickook or Hudson. Write me. Yours afiectionately, L. H. 

[No. 175] M. Van Buren to J. Hoft. [Poet mark, Albany.]— March 17, 1829.— My 
Betr Sir : 1 will be in New York on Friday, and wish you to take lodgings for me ai ihe City 
Hotel. Yours, M. V. B. 

It would seem that no Regency Governor could visit New York, until Jesse had prepared the , 
way. On May 9chhe had another epistle trom another Oovemor — ** Dear Sir, I ahaU take the • 
■team boat next Tneaday momiog, and reach New York In the evening. You will confer an* J 
otkor favor upon me, if yon will mention it to Mr. Jeimings, that he may provide rooms for me. I 

E. T. THROOP.- I 



Jfooejmokes « like a detil *^^Hire»,for Van Buren, a erooo grained talet — To the Vietore • belong ] 
ihe Spoilt*-^* We the people '— * the blood of the martyro '— lAe P. Af.'e Bet-^ul out John 
Ihutr — bold meaoureo^^ Rudolph Buwner i» faiihUoo to u» ! 

fNo. 176.] Jesse Hoyt to Martin Van Buren, Sec. of" State, Washington. 

Saturday, 11 o'clock, A. M., March 21, 1829. Dear Sir : I am under the necessity of leav- 
ing this evening so as to be in Albany Monday inoming at the opening of the Court of Chancery, 
and I presume 1 shall not be able to see vou. The man whom I had spoken to as your valet, 
has called every day this week to see when you was to be in town, but 1 have not seen him 
to-day, but i have left word at my office if he calls to send him to the City Hotel. His name is 
Bryan Farrell. He has good recommendations from Mr. W. B. Astor. He has lived with. 
Mr. Prime, from whom I have learned more particularly his character. He is very capable, 
sober, honest — his only fault ia his bad temper, for which Mr. Prime dbcharged him — but a 
man who would not suit Mr. Prime in this particular, would never have occasion to exhibit 
that failing to you, but of this you are to judge. As a general rule it is an objection to a 
servant. He is married, but would leave his family here. This is all I have to say on domestic. 
concerns, and what else 1 have to say is not upon subjects of less importance, but which you may 
(and as the world goes, perhaps justly, > consider as partaking a little of selfishness — but as Mr. 
Richie said the other day In a letter to Mr. Noah, '* Mr. Van Beuren must tell the truth to Gene, 
ral Jackson." So I ought to tell the truth to you, and I will do so, at the hazard of forfeiting 
your confidence and good opinion ; for, if I have it now I am under serious apprehensions that 
1 cannot retain it long without abandoning all political honesty, consistency, and " straight for* 
wardneeey I take it for granted that all who do not support the present administration you will 
not consider your friends ; and of course will lose your confidence. I have said from the com- 
mencement of the contest that I would not support any administration who would support men 
in power that had contributed to overthrow the democratic party in this State. I have preached 
this doctrine too lon^, and it has taken too a footing here, to be easily got rid of. 

This is not only the doctrine in theory, biit we require it to be reduced to practice by the servants 
of the people to whom we have temporarily delegated the trust. I speak now the universal sen- 
timents of the democracy of this city, and you may rely upon it no man can be sustained who 
aide and abets in the disappointment of the just expectations of the people on this subject — and 
all personal considerations and private friendships must yield to political justice. The leading 
politicians of this city (Mr. T^rgee and Mr. Bowne excepted) require the removal of Mr. Jona.. 
than Thompson ; and Mr. Bowne will put in jeopardy. his own situation by attempting to sus- 
tain Mr. Thompson. Mr. Peter Stafrg and the appraiser every body seems to take it for granted 
will be removed. We have in this State fought off the infiimous charges against General Jack- 
son and yourself and gave the lie to the authors and publishers of them. To continue those in 
power who contributed to sustaining those charges would but admit the truth of them, and throw 
back a rebuke upon us for contradicting them. This rebuke is vnjvst and we will not receive it 
toiih impunity from an administration which WE THE PEOPLE have created. Nor can 
we sanction the doctrine of the administration, or any of its members, bujnng up its enemies at 
the expense of its friends. " The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church," and that blood 
which we nobly shed in 1824 in defending our principles and our party, is still curdled by the 
recollection of OUR' SUFFERINGS in that memorable fight, and we will not now permit it to 
be handed over to the mercy or magnanimity of those who were the cause of its being sbeJ, but we 

strong an avenion, ft W. A*s brother— came round to the buektails after the war^helped Von Boren to injure 
Clinton — nnd set up early in 18tl at a hiirfctafl candidate for Confrreu from Oranee county, rereived the nnmina- 
tinn. but wns deAnted by a CapLflelah Tuttle of a North river ■(oop, in whom Vnn Roren had more confiHenre. 
Tuttle diedthnt full, nnd Duer was again defeated, byC Borland.. Dner was in the stnte conventiito 1831. ned' 
generally voted with Vld Buren. He is a financier; wrote U|>nn credit and currency in London, ami hns lectured 
about tiiem in New York ; he is also a lawyer, and was one of the revisers of the stnte Inws. John Puer wns ap- 
pointed, bv Adams and Clay, U. 8. Attomef, N, Y-, m Feb. UMS. When the Kaltiroore Life and Trust Companj 
fWiied. he was its president, and owed HtaOOittU^ar nose, sseaisd OB a iMfS of iUi^ lUaloek 

was aalaaUy lUAiip ta W par esM fisaaiMi ! 
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aik that tvtriikittM Jti«fie« ahmU he deaU mU to thou who from that timf to this have not thetilod 
their swords or ceased in their efforts to prostrate us. In calling upon our friends to act in this mat- 
ter, we shall as we always have done, repudiate the doctrine of neutrality. We shall expect 
every man to take sides one way or the other, either for or against removals. The old maziiit 
of " those not for us are against us," you have so often recognized that its authority cannot be 
denied. I have one word to say upon a particular case about which I am particularly excitad 
for various reasons — it is the case of Mr. Duer. He was appointed by Mr Charles King, and 
his remuval or retention is probably left with yon, at least so says Mr. Sanford and Mr. Duidley, 
if I read the letter of the latter correctly. Mr. Bunner^ I presume, has made his bargain iot|4 
some Southern Interest for his retention, I judge so from various circumstances, one of whicb ia 
that Mr. Samuel L. Gouvemeur offered a bet of ^100 day before yesterday that he would notbero' 
moved. He has his advices daily from Mr. Calhoun or some of his friends, I have not the slightest 
doubt. The conversation I had with you at Albofty satisfied me that you would retain Mr Duer, 
if you could find a satisfactiary apology. Since which I hive heard from Mr. Doer's friends tliat 
you would support him, and from yours that you would remain neutral. When I left Albany I was 
not a candidate, and I became so, as I wrote Mr Ingham, by the advice of my political friends, 
who could insist upon Mr. D.'s. removal. J told Qlr^ Bowne that I would not take the of^ce of 
District Attorney for this city if I could get it, till Mr. Duer was removed, and now repeat that 
I will hold no ofHoe from any political party that will keep Mr. Duer in his present station. The 
very idea that you would by thought or deed contribute to such a result has given me more awful 
feelings than I experiencied when I held a conversation with you in your room over Crittenden's 
dining room, in the evening of the day pf the choice of the Electors in 1824, when our very senses 
were stunned by the shouts of Mr. Duer and his friends over their champaigne in the room below. 
What you told me in that conversation I well recollect, and I thought you were serious and would 
not under any circumstances, forget them for at least six years, the ordinary statute limitation finr 
parol promises : but if the statute had attached the promises and the consideration have been re- 
ceived by Mr. Duer's connection with Judge Thonipson, Anti-Masonry, and God knows what, 
last fall ; and, if I recollect right, Mr. D. was to be one of the body guard to give you an escort 
to Kinderhook the Friday after the last November election. I do not remind you of these things 
to excite your prejudices, but as evidence of overt. apts against the democracy of the State. To 
retain Mr. Duer would be to disappoint friends and enemies, for it is considered by all upon gene- 
ral principles that. he is to be removed, and if he is retained you get no credit for it even from 
them. They will attribute it to your fears, and your party friends will charge you with bargain- 
ing to buy up your enemies at the expense of the party who have labored to sustain you. There 
is a charm attending bold measures extremely fascinatingr— it has given to General Jackson all 
his glory, and it will give to Mr. Clay hereafter power and stren^h, and the speech he made at 
the Washington dinner is admired for its impudence, [independence ?] and the manly spirit it 
breathes. In regard to the applicants for Mr. Duer's place, I have nothing to say further than 
that it is not just to import a man frpm the country — ^by this I mean Mr. Bunner, who is not at 
heart with us, as you^ plainly discovered on your visit two years ago to Oswego — besides many 
other objections that could be raised, it would amount to a re-appointment of Mr. Duer. I have 
done nothing since I wrote to you, in regard to myself. Many people have offered to interfere 
in my behalf but I have delayed taking any measures till I had seen you. My first and principal 
object is the removal of Mr. D., and when that is done I am willing to leave my claims to the 
justice and not to the policy of the appointing power. If Mr. D. is not removed by the lime T re- 
turn from Albany, I shall visit Washington, to hand, in person, to ervery member of the Cabinet 
*' The Life and adventures of John Duer** — for as long as God spares my life I shall not spare my 
exertions to get him out of office as well as all those who have betrayed their friends, their party, 
and their principles. In doing this, however, I will not as he and his friends have done, violate 
the sanctity of private friendship and private confidence, but the means I shall resort to will be 
free from concealment, but shall be open and manly, and upon the same principles that hns actuated 
me in opposing him during the late contest I shall therefore, if driven to go to Washington to 
prefer my complaints shall go, not as a candidate myself, for I should not then be listened to with 
as much consideration as I otherwise should, because men in power are not prone to look upon 
office seekers in so favorable a light. I have written this in the hurry of departure, and subject 
to the interruptions of office bhsiness. I have not time to read it over and prune it of any doubt- 
ful expresitions, if any such there be. I therefore send it, sul^ect to any explanations that may be, 
proper to convey my true meaning. So far as I have taken a general or special view of xhe sub- 
ject spoken of I am borne out by a vast majority of your political friends in the city, all of whom 
feel this to be a critical point in your political fate. The theory of your address to the Committee 
of the Legislators we all admire— the practice under it, if coi^ormable to the theory, is all that 
ws isqoirs. In great haste, very truly, yoor friend, J. HOYT. 



riTKMTS yOR RIEB, WtL TOMlff's LASTING SHAHS. 21S 

Jit. SHi mt n would like Qtj^oe^u injured bptkeN, Y.LmwManopolif^hiu tin ticking for pM' 
tieo^ke geU to be U. S, Mmrshol, 
[No. 177.] Silu M. Stilwell to Samael Swartwout, Hoboken, N. J. 
Nbw Yowc, March 24, 1829. — [Private.]— Dear Sir: After leaving you, on yesterday, an 
%dm, popped into my head that I would like a eituation in the post office of thie city, for one or 
two years, or until2 1 can completely concentrate- my property hare. I am now using every^ 
means to torn my western and southern property into money, for the purpose of purchasing real 
esute in New York— and making this (my native) city my permanent residence. White my 
badness is going on, I can as well be employed in some but>ness, that will make me some re. 
twm. Xy legal prof eaeion is of no tise to me here, inasmuch as my licence was granted by the 
^courts of Virginia. f I feel still an itching desire to write on political subjects, and take an active 
part in political affairs, but I shall restram my inclination until/ a more convenient period shall 
•arrfre. You are no doubt, surprised at the request I make, but I believe you will eventually 
«ee that I have taken a proper course. You will be appointed (beyond all duubt) to the office, 
«nd I should be gratified if you are pleased with my application. Please, drop a line in the poet- .i 
office, saying where and when I shall have the pleasure of seeing you. Be pleased to Except of > 
the assurance of my high consideration and respect. S. M. STILWBIji* 

General Prosper M. Wetmore*a President refers to his friend Van Buren. 
[No. 178.] General P. W. Spicer, ex-President, U, S. Lombard, to Samuel Swartwout 
NTew York, March 24th, 1829. — Sir : I have been informed that the office of Collector of 
this Port has been tendered for your acceptance. Should this information be authentic, and 
should you conclude to accept the appointment, I take the liberty of offering my services for your ' 
ecceptatice in the situation of deputy. I feel a conviction that my mebcantils experience would , 
enable me to discharge the duties of the office to your satisfaction, and with advantage to the 
public interests. If you are not already committed on the sul^ect of your appointment, I can» . 
with confidence, refer to the members of the Republican party at large in .our city and State 
for the claim? I may be considered to possess to your favorable concideration. / am AUTHOR* • * 
IZED to refer to the Hon. M. Van Buren and the Hon, C. C. Cambreleng for MY POLITI- 
CAL STANDING. I likewise feel justified in adding the names of Benjamin Bailey and 
the Hon. C. P. White, who have assured me of their disposition to advance my views. May I 
ask to be favored with an interview when you convenience will permit, in relation to this busi. 
ness. I have the honor to be, &.c. P. W. SPIC£R. 



A Tammany Office-Hunter in the dumps — the Postmaster of New York ready to r^el ogomtt 
Andrew Jackson, and why — Hector Craig — Noah on Clay and Van Buren, 
[No. 179.] Jonathan I. Coddington to Jeste Hoyt. — Confidential 

New York, March 29th, 1829»— My Dear Sir : I have received your fevor of the 25th. Mf 
interview with Mr. Van Buren was not quite as satisfactory as I could wish, or indeed had ft- 
right to expect, after hearing what Silas Wright, Jr., said to Arnold. I will explain further 
when I see you. It may all end very weU, hut 1 am prepared to hear of Noah, or Hector 
Craigi receiving the appointment. You no doubt have heard ere this that Major Swartwout, 
of Hoboken, is to be (Collector of New York.^ He told me so himself. The General had pro« 
miaed it to him, provided he could make certain arrangements, which he says he very soon ae« 
coniipli8hed,and sent on — and expects his Commission on Teusday morning. But notwithstand- 
ing alt he says, Alley, Fish, and others dont believe it, or rather, wont believe it. Frank Ogdeii, 
it is said, will go to Liverpool. You well recollect that Cambreleng expects this appointment. 
Thus (if true) are TWO OF THE VERY BEST OFFICES in the gift of the Government 

t Btlas M. StilwelPs letters to Hoyt and Swartwout, copied into this correspondttnce, an really curious prodiie> 
tiomu He is from New York, went earW in life to Virginia, studied law there, becAme a Van Buren membor of tlw 
N. Y. Leipslat-ire, but voted in favor of the U. S Bank. In 1834, be was on the whi^ side, and nominated by that 
party ^with Seward) as lieutenant-gnverncir. He has been an Aldennan of New Yrrk. and a bai'krapt. In 1641 he 
professed a stronj^ attachment to President Tyler, who gave him the lucrative post of United States Marshal ia Naw- 
York, now held by GUi Moore. Reers's Bank, or the North American Trust Co., was planned by him, and a fiiw 
others of hi* way of thinking; he is charged with borrowini; beautiful passages from Brougham, &c., and paasinf 
them oiT for native mnnuftictures ; and is probably a self educated man. He started a boot and shoe store m 
New York ; and in 1834, was, I believe, legislator, alderman, lawyer, shoemaker, and speculator. 

t Hector Craig sueeeeded Noah at survcvor of the port of New York in 18'?3. He was secretary to Tammany 
(Martling's) in 1800. When a merobev of Congress, and friendly to De Witt Clinton, in 1825, he voted for Jack- 
son and against Adams as President. His father vtns from Scotlnnd, and a paper maker at Newburgh, N. Y.f 
Mr. C. had been a merchant in New York, and in 1837 wns an anti-sub-treasnry conferrative. EH Moore sue' 
ceaded Craig as Sarveyor. W. P. Haveaaeyer, mayor of N. Y. marrie<l Craig's cinughter. He (Craig) is dead. 

^Tho* enraged at Swartwout's success, Coddington was his personal and political friend, and wrote him. May 
6, 1829. Dear Sir— Mr. Isaac Warren is the Old Democratic Rept^lican'm whose favor I spoke to you sometime 
since. He has been trying to get an appointment from Mr. Thompson, the last seven years — and hope he may noij .■ 
succeed. Mr. White and Mr. McDcrmutt have also requested me to spenkto ^ou in their favor for a sittatlon. 
fkave alfio to request that to cble and efficient an officer as Mr. J^aJUtaniel Hunt may not be removed. 

Yom moft respeoifully, J. I Cf^^lj^lQTO^' 



214 CODD.— AN OFFICB OR A MUTINY ! — RITCBIX— OFFICE j FIB FOR SHAME ! 

GIVEN TO PERSONAL FRIENDS, and without even consulting his CaUneU There is 
eonddcrtble disMtisfaotion here that Mr. Van Buren. was not at WaBhington sooner. Mmw.* ' 
Bailey, Alley, Bloodguod and Fish, and others, called on Governor Van Buren on Monday, and 
expressed to him what they deemed the wishes of the party — that Thompson, Duer, £(c. ought 
P> be removed. The Governor told them that he had received a long letter from you respectinf 
removals — but particularly about the District Attorney. It is said C. D. Golden is a candidate 
lor Doer's place. If so, there is another personal friend of the General's in your way, 

W IF THE PRESIDENT PURSUES THIS COURSE THE PARTY IS RUINED, 
O* AND THE SOONER WE BEGIN TO BUILD UP A NEW THE BETTER. 

Let me hear from you again soon, and believe me to be yours, truly, 

J. I. CODDINGTON. 

Remarks, bt W. L. M. — ^The impression on my mind, from the mercenary character of 
Noah, and the intriguing, politician.buying ways of Van Buren, and what I see in this corret* 
poodence, ifi, that Van Buren had bargained for Noah's support, payable by some fat office in 
Jackson's gift, if the attempt to get the Sheriffship for him failed. In Van Buren's letter to 
Bovt, No. 156, he " sorely regrets" Noah's failure ; and when Coddington saw him, [as above,] 
Ke round that Noah was ahead of him, and was so chagrined that he was ready to revolt. Noah, 
in bis Star of Aug. 5, 1834^ says that he pleaded in 1829, to Jackson, at Washington, "the con- 
dition of the [Noah's] Enquirer, almost broken down, and $25,00U it} debt, from a fierce politi- 
cal conflict " — that Ritchie opposed him — that he wrote Kitcbie, ivho replied, [see his letters, 
Nos. 17^0, and 1796,] — and that when he [Noah] took sides with Webb, against Van Buren, 
Ritdiie called him ** the Swiss Mercenary," &c. Noah, again says, in his Star of Jtme 23, that 
Van Buren got up a candidate against him (Coddington ?) and pushed Tiim with all his force ; 
bat, he adds, " I was still Van Buren's friend." He praised Clay to the skies ; but had previ- 
mudy, when ordered by " that tyrannical and mercenary oligarchy known by the name of the Al- 
bany Regency," described him as " the man who had bargained away the presidency," ** the 
apostate politician," "the despicable demagogue," '* who, by abase bargain, brought into the 
presidential chair thcf head of the old aristocracy, the reviler of Jefferson" — adding [Enquirer, 
May 17, 1828,] * We shall not find fault with Mr. Clay in turning religious, and renouncing 
cards, dice, and women — it is time for him to do so," &c.t 



[No. 179, «.] Thomas Ritchie, now Editor of the Union, to Mordecai M. Noah, Editor 
of the Enquirer, N. Y. — Richmond, March 25, 1829. — Dear Sir : I lake blame to myself for 
not meeting, more directly, a suggestion which you made in the letter you were so kind as to 
addteas me a few days ago. But since replying to it, I see so much to draw my attention to 
the subject ; so much in what has been done in the case of others, and so much in what has 
been rumored in your own case, that I cannot reconcile it to the regard I have for yon, or 
the respect I wish to preserve for myself, to pass it over in the general and delicate way 1 have 
done. 

I will not content mjrself by saying, as I then did, that I wish for nothing from the Adminia- 
tratioo, but I will take the liberty of going farther, and, in the most respectful manner, of ask« 
ing whether you, (at the head of such a press as the N. Y. Enquirer,) should accept of an of* 
fice at their hands ? The bignitt op the press is already injured, I sreatlv fear, by Tax 

2YUMBER OF EDITORS WHO HAVE OBTAIffED OFFICES — THE TWO GrEENS, DaNFORTB, KeITDALL, HiLL^ 
AND IF TOU ARE ADDED TO THE LIST, IT MAY BE TKULY SAID THAT THE MOST ACTIVE AND ABLB8T 

XDiTOBS IN THE ELECTION OF Gen. J. HAVE QBTAiNBD OFFICES. A mind like yours wili tee at 

t In Noah's Stnr, June 33, 1834, he thus explains his eonneetioo with Van Buren : 

*' I was so unfortunate as to commit Mr. Van Buren in favor of VVm. H. Crawford for the pre»ideney, and to 
hold him fast in his pledge of fidelitv, so far at least ns to vote for him on the first ballot, after xvh\ch it was hia 
intention ti> have voted for John Quincjr Adums ; to secure his election, and to accept in return mich continf^ent re- 
ward as services and influence of thut nature have rendered nnavoidahte ; — for be it known that at thnt time, and 
at «• time, was Mr. Van Buren friendly to Gen. Jackson, or had any confidence in his fitness'or claims to the ofl!iee ' 
of president. The columns of the Argati will bear me out in this assertion. Mr. Clay, however, was too quick and 
too taffacioils for the Little Magician, and Mr. Adams was elected by Congnna on the first ballot. Mr. Van Rn- 
rett's re-election for Senator was nK»t desirable to him, and he mw at once that he could only succeed by obtahi- 
inf the votec of the friends of Mr. Adams in our legislature ; so he professed to be satisfied with his administration 
and took no hostile attitude until, by the votes of the Adams men, he succeeded in securing his seat in the Senate. 
He then attempted to obtain office under Mr. Adams, and sevemi efforts were made to secure his confldenoe. Find- 
ioy that Mr. ^'an Buren was attemptins to soil the democratic party to Mr. Adams, I forthwith ran np the Jaok- 
si>n flag under the head of the New Yorlc Einqnirer, and by this act incurred the severe disiileasure of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren and the Regency, for presuming to declare in favor of Mister Jackson, as they caPed him, before they had ex* 
hansted (heir efforts to win over President Adams, or had time to open negotiations with Gen. Jaehaon*8 frionde. 
Mr. Adams, however, was determined to try his fortune without Van Buren. and he declined purcbasiag him ; and 
when Mr. Rufus King wus appointed minister to England, and Gen. Jackson's prospects strengtheoed, Mr. Van Bu- 
ren threw himself Into the current, and came out for the General after the battle had been foujfht. and in eight ef 
victory, giving as his reasons, to a New York politicisxi, whol eaa name, if oeceoarj, that General Jacksoot of all 
the csnaMsiet, ias< the easiesttemtmige.** 



rniM the handle which will b« made of these aeenraolated afipointments, and with what ftm^ 
they will he made to bear againut ihore m ho conft-r, and thoee who accept, i.fficef*. IT 18 CALCCT. 

lated to bring down the lofty independence of the press, which, 
like the sensitive plant, shrinks from the touch of executive 

POV^ER. 

I entreat you to excuae theae haaty lines. If I respected you lefs— if I cared lees for yoii« 
and leas tor the grent caiiae in which we have fought together, and iu which we may have to 
contend again, I would not venture to write them. The mifpointment of personal friendo and 9dL ' 
torial partizaas has alreudy produced a feeUng in eeme »/ our friohde that I vever expeeUd 
to voitnese. In great huate, yours, THOS. RITCHIE. 

("No. 179, b.] The same to the same.-— Richmond, April 11, 1829— My Dear Sir * * • 
J could Mncerely wi.-«h you not to accept of any appointment under the Administration. WHAT 
THE PEOPLE OR THE LEGISLATURE MIGHT GIVE YOU. WE WOULD NOT 
QUARREL ABOUT. Had the good people of N. York ihouj^ht proper to re-elect you their 
Sheriff, or ihe leo:islatiire to invest you wiih one uf their appointments, I should be happy to greet 
yuur auccess. But. I confea?. that after the favura which have almost been showered upon our 
brethren, I should wish you neither to ask nor accept an office. 

There ia threat force in your remark, that if the editor be kept poor, the press is in great danger 
of being dependent. Yet I AM AFRAID WE SHALL SCARCELY MEND THE MATTER 
BY MAKING THE EDITOR OWE HIS FORTUNES '10 THE EXECUTIVE POWER. 
SHALL WE NOT MERELY SHIFT THE DANGER, FROM A UEPENUENCEON A 
PARTY. OR THE PEOPLE, TO A DEPENDENCE ON THE ADMmiSTRATION 7 

I think, iu this reapect, we are, and abuuld be a proscribed class — that is to aay, we should 
be fhut uut from (he ordinary executive officee ; but 1 would equally proacribe a member of 
Congrees — leaving both of them, however, at liberty to accept the highest grades of offices, for 
which the field of selection ought to be aa wide as the nation itself: such as Secretariea of De- . 
partmer.ts. Judges of the Supreme Court, and Foreign Ministers to the highest Courts. But I 
won't at the same time, throw open every other honor in the Republic to gentlemen of our 
cloth. What I would ask is, that, for ordinary offices, there should be as little vonnexion at 
possible between the press and the Executive, I would put editors and members of Congress 
under the same rule and exceptions; because the liberty of the press, and the freedom of elec» 
tioit, are the great safeguards of our liberties; and if ihe President can injure both, by calling 
editors ani representatives into office^ we shall place both of them at his feet A 

I will not however, trouble you further upon this subject : nor do I wish to trouble the public. 
It has excited great clamor among tlie enemies of the Administration here, and great cenaora 
among its best friends : and I really wish that not more than one (if one) case had occurred. 
Take office.jiowever, or not, be aasured of my kind wishes for your henlih and happiness. 

Respectfully yours, THOMAS RITCHIE. 

t Out readers will be pleased to torn to Daniel Jackson's letter, f No. S22 of this correspondence,] in which it i« 
shewn U^ut Van Buren's friends set up Blair ns a printer, (which was the same as if a bank hud lent him cash to 
buy his presses ami types.)— they may then be much edified by ajperusal of Blair*s dying; speech, wheu Pulk had ' 
killed his Otobe, and chosen Ritchie, who had such a hnrror at omee. as his successor. 

[Prom the Globe.] WashinOton, Aiiril 14, 1845.— The OleAe ofiice and iU appurtenances, (in virtue of the 
ai^reement which we annex for the inforiaation <if its sobsoribers,) passed, on Saturday last, into the hand* of 
Messrs. Ritchie k. Heiss. THB GLOBE HAD ITS ORIGIN IN TUB WlIX OF GEN. JACKSON, and owes to 
him and. Mr. Van Buren, and their political friends, the saccess which has attended it through fifteen years of con- 
flict, closed by the late triumph of the democraey, which effaced the disaster of 1840. It has been the misfortune 
of the Globe, in sustaining the strong administration of Gen. Jackson — ^the uncompromising administration of Mr. 
Van buren and in opposing tlie abuses of Mr. Tyler's administration, to make enemies of some who united with 
the democracy in its last struirgle. Tlie interest of the cause requires tlrnt all who contributed to the election of 
the present Chief Ma?istr;ite should continue to give their support. J[t,is the good fortune of the conductor of the 
new official organ, [Thomas Ritchie] not to have offTended any portion of those whose adlietion to the party is ne- 
cessary to its safety and success. We have unbounded confidence in ti.e ability, integrity, and patriotism of the 
man who is now to preside over the establishment, and shall consider ourselves am|)ly compensated for the sacrifice 
we are now called on to niake, if our anticipations of the continued union and success of the democracy shall be 
rralizad bv the officjul journal, under its new name and new auspices. We cannot express our gratitude to the de- 
mocracy, "to which we owe every thing. F. P. BLAIR, JOHN C. RIVES. 

Next day, the Olobe remarks, that "Fortunately there is nothing of moment at this time to call into reouisition 
the enersry of the organ of democracy at Washington." When, or in what instance, during 15 years, did Blair and 
his vrgnn display much energy, except when battling fiif the spoilt, or fighting in the canse of faction, regardlew 
of mnnly freedom, or free institutions 1 Ritehie, Blair't suecassor, was quite animated when abusing me fpr shew- 
ing the people, on the best of evidence, the hollow-hearted rottenness of Van Buren, Cambrelciig, Butler, and their 
plundering associates. 

president Tyler's theory was like Ritchie's: he instructed Mr. Hobhie, Sept. 28, 1841, that *«tbe appointment to, 
and continuance in the office of postmaster of any one editing a political newspaper, b, in the highest degree, ob- 
jectionable. It involves most of tiie consequences above sloted — introduces politics into the post offjcc— diminishee 
the jevenues and confers privileges on one editor which all cannot enjoy. In a word, it is my fixed purpose, as far 
as in me lies, to separate the Post Office Department from politics, and bring about that reform which the country 
has so loiidly demandML" Mr. Tyler, like Mr. Ritchie, did not act ap to these prmciples, but in contradicuon ot 



216 * MY biSTY work's well done — UNCLE SAM SHALL FOOT YOUE BILL.* 

liMhiiUr94ace8 to Swartwout for an Asstetant Cashier^ his Hebrew Cousin^ PkUlipB, ttho woi 
afterwards pr9secuted for taking $600,000, or so, from Uncle Sam^s Till. 
[No. 160.] M. M. Noah to Major 8waitwout, Hobokcn. — New York, March 31, 

1829. — My Dear Sir: I mentioned to you that Mr. Joshua and Aaron N. Phillips have been 
many ycare in the Customs. THEY ARE AT IMPORTANT DESKS, and THEIR CAPA- 
CITY and thorough knowledge of the business is excelled by none in the department. In in- 
trodvcing them to your friendly notice I can only assure you that their experience and attention 
to their daties, will be useful to you and serviceable to the revenue, and that THE Y MERIT 
BY THEIR INTEGRITY YOUR ENTIRE CONFIDENCE. 

Truly yours, M. M. NOAH. 

Van Bwren complains of his friend Hotffs harshness and rudeness — *be civil or I*ll cut the 

connexion* — take office and ask no questions — Mr. Hills — Van Bur en and Jackson understood 

each other. 

[No. 181.] Secretary Van Buren.to Jesse Hoyt, New York. (Private.) 

Waskington, April 13, 1829. — Dear Sir: I never expected to see the day when 1 should be 
constrained, as I now am, to address you in the language of complaint. Nothing but my strongs 
conviction of the exterit and siqceriiy of your friendship could sustain me in resisting the belief 
that you have a settled purpose to quarrel with me. Here I am engaged in the most intricate 
ond important affairs, which are new tome, and upon the successful conduct of which my repu- 
tation as well as the interests of the country depend, and which keep me occupied from early in 
the morning, until late at night, and can you think it kind or just to harrass me under such cir- 
cumstances with letters, which no man of common sensibility can read without pain ? Your 
letter to me at New York contained many truths, for which I was thankful, and reflections 
which I thought just, but the whole were expressed in terms so harsh, not to say rude, as te 
distress me exceedingly. I have scarcely recovered from the effect of so great an error in judge- 
ment, to say nothing else, when I am favored with another epistle from you, still transcending 
its predecessor in its most objectionable features. I must be plain with you. I have all my 
life (at least since I have known you,) cherished the kindest solicitude for your welfare, and 
have manifested at least my good will towards you, and should be extremely sorry to have occa. 
sion to change those feelings, but it is due to us both that I should say, that the terms upon 
which you have seen fit to place our intercourse are as inadmissable. It grieves me exceedingly, 
more than you imagine, to be obliged to say so. When I was favored with your epistle in New 
York, I had just returned from an interview with Mr. Bowne, in which I had made your im- 
mediate appointment as District Attorney, a point that could be no longer delayed. I have since 
had an increased desire to see it done, have taken steps to effect it, and with the mail that 
brings your accusatory letter, I have information that it shall be done ; but that you are hesitating 
whether you will accept it or not. Let me advise you without giving my reason why, to do so. 

The story you tell [4he word illegible,] as coming from Mr. Hills (a man who, if I know him, 
is without the slightest consideration in society) about the President's great confidence in Mr. 
Berrien, and little in me, is the veriest stuff that could be conceived. The repetition of suoh 
idle gossip constrains me to say, what I am almost ashamed to do, that I have found the Presi- 
dent affectionate, confidential, and kind to Uie last degree ; and that I am entirely satisfied that 
there is no degree of good feeling or confidence which he does not entertain for me. He has, 
however, his own wishes and favorite views upon points which it is not my province to attempt 
controul. Upon every matter he wishes to have the truth and respects it ; and will in the* end 
satisfy all of the purity of his views and intentions. I have not time to add another word. 

Your friend and humble servant in extreme haste, M. V. BUREN. 

Office Beggars rebuked — Hints to Hoyt about embezzling other people's cash. 
[No. 182.] Secretary Ingham to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 

WASHiifOTON, 14th April, 1829. — Dear Sir : Your favor is duly received, but you must per- 
mit me to say in great soberness, that an excitement without reason cannot be founded in sober 
judgment, and ought never to be made the cause of action on the part of an administration, who 
are bound to consult, in great soberness, the great interests of the country, and not the feverish 
feeling even of the best of friends, for which no reason can be given. If there were an enemy 
menacing your good city with desolation, that would be a good reason for excitement, or if it 
was known that your Collector was embezzling the public moneys or corrupting the Community 
by official abusesi there would be good excuse ; but really for so many wise men as we claim 
among our friends in New York to suffer themselves to be put into hysteric spasms because of 
the continuance of Mr. Thompson to collect the duties a few days or weeks longer, or shorter, 
is really matter of surprise — and if it indicates anything for consideration here, it is, that it 
woukl be better to let thQ t ever evaporate before we throw in any more stimulants. I am sure 
that sedatives are better adapted to such a condition than any other prescription— but to be mom 
^arioiii^ my dear mx, let me tell yitfa that ih«» ia a vsft mnm of aellBsh iateicft at woik ibio«d» 
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to excite jetlomies among ub here, and produce distraction, by which eome may ride into < 
on one hobby, some on another, while we are endeavoring^ to stand unmoved by those rufflinf 
iwasions, and by harmonious action, to keep the ship steady on her course — and I should h(^ 
there was soberness enough among you to resist the impotence of expectants, until their vniii 
hopes shall yield to reason and common sense. There is, moreover, you must know an inn* 
mense mass of severe and constant labor to be performed by the officers of the government, and 
XBUch more severe to those who come newly into office. These duties cannot be postponed, and 
I do assure you that / am compelled daily to file away long lists of recommendations^ i^e., wUk* 
out reading them, although I work 18 hours of the 24, with all my diligence. The appoint- 
ments can be postponed— other matters cannot — and it was one of the prominent errors of tht 
late administration, that they suffered many important public interests to be neglected, while 
they were cruizing about to secure or buy up partlzans. This we must not do, and hence H is 
only at intervals, " few and fiir between,** that we can find a moment's time to consider appoint, 
ments. Then let us eome to New York. Our friends there have settled down on about two of 
the appohitments, but you. are wholly unsettled as to the CoUectorBhip ; and I believe as to D. A., 
and yet such impatience ! Why, sir, let me tell you, that one of our best, and I had almost paid, 
ablest friends in Baltimore, left here on the 6th March, leaving his imprecation behind him, b«. 
cause he was not appointed to an office, not then vacant, and because we had not renioved all 
the Administration Inspectors, not one of whom could have been known here, and of whom th^ 
have not yet accurately informed me. He has since come to his senses — the inspectors ars 
ehi/^ removed, and matters are getting right there. Boston, too, has been in a fever, where our 
friends were so strong^ that they have divided into two parties. Providence, too, has had a fer- 
ment, where we had 79 votes, all told. There has also been the same at Little Egg Harbour, 
where we had five votes ! These matters proceed from the morbid parts of our sy8tem-<-lnit 
nothing can sink deep which is not founded m something rational and substantial. Are you not 
weariod with my long letter ? I am. It is the most lengthy efHstle I have written, since I w«i 
dabbed secretary— -and despair of getting time to write such another, for this year at least. 

Yours, truly, S. D. INGHAM. 



JFoyt isUs Van Buren how he had served him — Is annoyed at having his * literary property » sneer- 
ed at as rudeness — is Van Bur en's pupil — very disinterested — no sycophant or intriguer — the 
Vice Chancellor's office part of the spoiU-r-Why Butler and Hoyt were ohnoxious^-Hoyt 
puffs himself — down with Duer, 

[No. 183,]. Jesse Hoyt to Secretary Van Buren, at Washington. New York, April 34, 
1829. Dear Sir : I received your letter of the 13, on Monday morning last at Albany, and 
sufficient time has elapsed I think to enable me to answer it without indulging in those feelings 
its perusal naturally gave rise to. I have not now and at no time have I had any ** settled pur- 
pose to quarrel with you,** for I have too often quarreled for you, to be at this time willing to 
quarrel with you. It would be extremely humiliating to be obleeJged to admit, that in all my 
intercourse with you I had not sufficient sagacity to understand your character ; and it would 
be no less mortif)riiig to have cause to unsay all I have said for the last 12 years, calculated to 
advance your reputation as a man, and your INTEGRITY as a politician. When I first came 
to this city to live, your democratic adherents were not numerous — and without any vanity I 
may say that my exertions tended to increase the number— and until I have been found guilty 
ot some overt act in derogation of my former conduct,! question with great respect your right to 
make the insinuation your letter seemg to convey. 

As I am not favored with a bill of particulars of my ** indiscretions," *• error of judgment," dtc. 
*.c., I am deprived of the power of explanation, but if the plain truth, spoken in a plain way, 
renders " an intercourse inadmissable,** then am I content to be cut off from the world and the 
triends I have hitherto been ardently attached to. 

Every idea I conveyed in the letter you received from me while here were conveyed more in 
reference to your interest than my own, and the language in which they were clothed I suppof- 
ed would have been sufficiently softened by the reservation I made at the close of the letter — at 
least to such an extent as would have protected me from the charge ** of rudeness," which always 
detracts from the gentlemanly deportment I am most anxious to preserve. The political senti- 
ment of that letter I still adhere to. My political sentiments I inherited from a " long line of 
ancesfon^' (such as they were,) MY POLITICAL EDUCATION I AM MAINLY INDEBT- 
ii)D TO YOU FOR, and the principles I imbibed from birth as well as education cannot he 
eradicated at this time of life, I HAVE NOT MADE POLITICS A MATTER OF DOL- 
LARS AND CENTS, NOR HAVE I ADHERED TO PARTY WITH THE HOPE OF 
GAIN, but I have labored in them under your immediate auspices for 12 years with the leading 
iMtive to serve you, but against the advice of many powerful business friends. During this 
time you have met with occasional reverses, and I beUeve my fidelity and faithfuhiess, and even 
stme degree 6f efficiency to yotr, were never questioned by any one— nor am I aware of having 
evinced any djfpontkm to shrink from the eonseqiieiices of e^nity which attended yon. If 
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perchance T shonld now fail /o poor out h^artlefs adnlation leas copiously than ej^eophantt aM 
intr^gert who have the good foriune to surround yourpereon at this nm«,t< may be a juat ground 
"fur letting nie down the wind a pny *o &<ttune." I have no ambition to be in the train of 
great men, if I am to facriHce my independence or to be prohibited in nxpreesing an honeai 
opinion. I frankly admit 1 wrote the letter referred to under aorpe excitement. ] was aa^ur^d 
by Mr. Duer'a friends that you had promised to suatnin him. My conversation with you at AU 
bany led rae to the same conclusion. I had that morning received information from All^any 
that you had spoken to Governor Throop, at the request and in behalf of Judge Duer, for Vice* 
Chancell<»r. 'If this waa not enough to justify plain dealing from one who had given some proofs 
of devoti>«n to you, and who felt the gnat interest you had at stake, I am at a loss to know 
what would have been. / know the sense of your partixane in relation to these men, and I 
know a more indiscreet measure you could not have adopted, if you desired to retain youi pow- 
er and influence wiih the party to which yon have acknowledged obligations. 

As I wrote that letter my con6dential clerk copied the sheets (I kept a copy without reading, 
over the original or even the Copy before I got to Albany) for the purpose of enabling me to ah^w 
it to Mr. Butler. I did so, and he remarked that it was all n'ttht, and he was glad I wrote it. 
He sajd the ideas were very strongly expressed but the reservation I refer to rendered that harm- 
le;*8 in point of language, and \ must therefore confess I was surprised to find that the charac- 
ter of the language I u-wi had found its way to your ** Sensibilitv,*' or that you could for one 
moment eunsider me guilty of '* rudeness;** Ab to the other letter, I am equally surprised at 
the exception. If these were considered exceptionable, then I fear the one I wrote coverirR one to 
Mr. Hamilton would he deemed still more so. I had reason to be dissatisfied with Mr. Hamilton 
for haviog misled me in his ietrsr early in March. I tnay have written the last letter under the 
iiiflurnce of that feeling. When [ tell you. however, that I meant nothing inconsistent with my 
former relation to yon, and that J shaU not hereafter obtrude either my opinions or advice upon 
ytn in relation to any subject^ I should hope I bad made satisfactory litonement. I am per- 
fecilv aware of the responsibility of your situation, and God knows there is no man living that 
would he more gratified than I should to have ynu acquit yourself with reputation. I am verjr 
much ehlei'dgrd to you for your interference with Mr. Bowne. I shall not get that place, and 
I cnn tell yon how I was kept out of it, Mr. Maxwell, when he got alarmed, goes to Judge 
HofTman and tell.^ him he was to be removed, and that his son, Ogden, had better be a candidate 
for the ofiire. Mr. Bowne tells Riker, conBdentialiy, and he tells an Alderman that you would 
be pleased to see me put there. This comes tp the ear of Hoffman, and he goes to all the Clin- 

tonian Aldermen, . . . . of the 4th and 8th wards, &c. &c., and insinuates this idea 

to them, and with all the ndroitness peculiRr to that family, rakes up old prejudices, enlists Duer, 
wh'» is attached to young Hoffman, with all the coodies, high minded, and Clintonians, and I 
was defeated. Duer was in the thickest of this. No Clintonian in the Legislature voted for 
Butler, snve one or two ; not one of the corporation voted for me. We had become obnoxious 
for our services in the cause of another leader. There is not old staunch democracy enough in 
the Common Council to elect.me. It is not then surprising that my inveteracy to that concern, 
coodies, hiuh minded an^ all, should be as strong as it is. Mr. Duer is now playing the same 
game that Maxwell plnved on Wednesday (James Campbell authorised me to sny so) — he went 
to Jurlge Hoffman and told hin^ that he had such information as satisfied him that he would be 
removed, and that he did not know why his 8«m Ogden should not be appointed. Mr. Dner had * 
then been informed that Mr. Hamilton had the option to take the office. He told me on Tues- 
day that Mr. Hamilton could not take it, for on that subject he was "Committed on paper." 
Mr. Banner told me the same thing on Monday, at Albany. After this Mr. Duer goes to Judge 
Hoffman, and, with what motive it is not difiicutt to divine. 

I did sf a'e to Mr. Bo^* ne that, as things now stood, T could not Except the oflice of Attorney for 
this County, nor can I if it could be given me, after what I write you, with any degree of honor. 
I informed the gentlemen who were instrumental in getting up a caucus here on Saturday and 
W^-dnesrlay last, Twhich, hy the bye, were perfect abortions.) that I had no expectations of Mr. 
Duer's office, for I knew from the be^inningr // you were not for me it was idle to say any thing 
on the xuhiect: and I need notsav that I have not been promised any aid from you. though I 
thought then and now think I had strong claims on you as a party man and a personal friend — 
and surh T under'nke to say is the universal sentiment of everybody here, of all parties who have 
witnesse'i mv exertions to prsJain >ou aga'nst the infamous attacks of your enemies. More 
than 20 leading men here tendered th«ir names and among the rest Mr. J. C. Hamilton : your 
silence induced me to decline the proffer. I HAVE NO INHERENT LOVE OF OFFICE, 
and I have not therefore studied discretion or weighed pronouns and advf rbe in my letters to 
"Constitutionnl advisers'* and advisers not conRtltu'ionnI at "Washington. / A:wom7 the f.xact 
EXTE!»rr nf my prpfensinn*, mvsprviceif, cMms,CWAClTY,and POWER — they are small and 
inconsiderable — But when all or any of them — 'hall not be properly respected by those whom I 
think ought to respect them, I should be unwilling to submit in silence without being aiarmed 
at any fata thatmi^ht Await me. FoliUotU fidtHitVf uaiiring induMtr^ and jwMveraiica will 
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OM cU J or other find their valae in the poUtieal mtrket Th€$e puUiim I eUim U jweeggg, tad 
whieh I deem important ingredients in forming and which neariy make np a eapttal,on whieli 
one can commence bonneee on his own account. It would grieTe me as much ani infiniielf 
more than it possibly could you to be under the neceesity uf difiering so fares to lead to a sever- 
ance of that friendship which I know has existed. You have the power to make me District 
Attorney, but I could not sufficiently abhor myself if I was *' to quarrel with you'* for onUtiinf 
to do it. Yet if Mr. Duer is not removed or any but a democrat is appointed I should do vio* 
Mce to the principles you have taught me not to be dissatiatied ; snd I do not think your natnrt 
is so much changed as that you would require me to withhold the expression of Uiat diasatisfse* 
tion. Lorenzo tells me I had better abandon all ideas of political preferment till the ooodica 
and high minded have become exterminated. Perhaps he is right. I hsve said all I hsva to 
say, and perhaps more than I should have said, but the ground upon which your letter placet 
na seemed to require e^ual candor on my part. I will not attempt to disguise ihe fact that mr 
feelings were such toward you that I fancied I was entitled to know the principles upon which 
yon were to dispense your political power, and to he informed frankly whether it was exfttdind 
to ask for the place of an obnoxu%u9 incumbent. The confidence I stiould have reposed in your 
friendly advice, which I thought myself entitled to, but which was withheld, would have satisfied 
me, whatever it might have been. Your total silence on this subject, with the apprehension at- 
tending it, led to the anxiety to be informed whether your fi'iends and enemies were to be pat 
in, hotch-potch, without any more adhesive qualities than oil and water, snd which could never 
be reduced to a reasonable consistence. It was not inconsistent with my regsrd for yon to point 
to the dsnger of sucii a course : whether I have by so doing forfeited your confidence is a matter 
somewhat lessened in importance to me, from a conviction of the purity of my motives. 

Yet, as I ever have been, Your friend, J. HOYT. 



[No. 184.] i?eventte Ojffieeo dispensed in payment of PoliHeal services^or electioneer img <i 
uphold needy famtUes, i^c, — a Priwutive Jackson-mmn J 
New York, 28 April, 1829.— To the Collector of the Port of New York.— Sir: The bearer, 
Mr. Benj. C. Burdett, WAS ZEALOUSLY ENGAGED IN OUR LATR CONTEST and 
deserves the appointment he soiicits, which I understand to be that of an Inspector. 

I am, &c. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

"New York, 30 April, 1829.— The collector of the Port of New York.— Sir: Mr. Jamet 
Maurice, AN OLD AND ACTIVE POLITICIAN, desires a station in our Custom Ilooaep 
and is worthy of THE PATRONAGE of the government. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Mr. Maurice is a Republican of the old school, and a warm and devoted friend to Gen. 
Jackson. JEROMUS JOHNSON— JOHN HILLYER— M. M. NOAH." 

Here is another wonderful document — 
New York, April 29th 1829. To S. Swartwout, Esq. We the undersigned doo recommend 
Abraham Meserole, as a very suitable person for one of the Custom House Inspectors, and would 
gladly se him appointed, knowing him too allways having been a warm suppnrter of Genl. 
Jarkson. M. M. NOAH, H. ECKFORD, WM. S. COE, JEREMIAH DODGE, JERa 
MUS JOHNSON." 

Immediately below this, is the following rare and curious request, on the same sheet and 
page of paper. 

«* Dear Sir — ^When you have leosure, and take up the numerevs anplieations for offices in the 
Custom house department, I mike this memorandam FOR FEAR IT MAY ESCAPE YOUR 
MEMORY. THAT MR. ABRAHAM MESEROLE IS A NEPHEW OF MINE. His 
brother Bernard the Alderman of the 10th Ward, was a candidate for the office I fill, sunported 
by a stronfir petition of Jackson's friends — would take it as a particniar favor, O" IF THERE 
IS A VACANCY AFTER REMEMBERING YOUR RELATIVES, JTI if you wonid eivc 
him a commission. Yours truly, JEROMUS JOHNSON. 

[No. 185.] C. C. Cambreleng to Collector Swartwout, New Yorie, 28 April, 1829.- Sir: 
"Mr. Jacob L. Dickenson is, I understand, an npplieant for the office of inppeotor. Mr. D. has 
been one of our most uniform republUans, AND WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS ZEAL 
AND ACTIVITY IN OUR LATE CONTEST. No man deserves more than he do^n thk 

PATRONAGE OF HIS PARTT. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

To Samuel Gouvemeur, Postmaster, N. Y.— Dear Sir : The bearer, Mr. Whaley, is the gen- 
tleman I spoke to you about yept#»rday— HE IS A VERY ACTIVE POLITICIAN, and wnnta 
an appointment in the Custom Hoiibc. You will confer a particular favor on me bv givinff him 
a iowiijwa of iMOBunfiidatioo to Mr. Swartwout M. M. QUACK£NB06& 
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Mem. (Handwriting of S. Swartwout.)— '^ Alexander Whaley is strongly recommended lif 
Mangle M. ^uaokenbose. He is tdso opposed ta Furdy:* [Whaley got $1 LOO a year.] 

John Morris, •* an ardent and capable politician,** applied for his share of the spoils to Collec- 
tor Swartwout, in 1831, immediately after the close oi his (Morris's) political exertions at the 
faU clecrion of that year. He was recommended by ihe signatures of John Yates Cebra, Daniel 
Jackson, C. P. White, Chas. Henry Hall, Waller Bowne, and Jeromus Johnson. Alderman Cebnt 
wrote his friend Swartwout as follows : ** New York, Nov. 21, 1831. — Mr. Morris has forseve- 
i«l years been one of our most active and efficient Jackson republicans in* the first ward— antf 
is now ACTIVELY AND ZEALOUSLY engaged with vs." 

[No. 186.] WilUam M. Price, to Samuel Swartwout, Collector, N. Y. March 30, 1829.— 
My Dear Sir : Alderman Dickenson of the 15th Ward is one of the primitive Jackson men.f 
He is an upright, worthy fellow, and is withal very poor. He is an applicant for an Inspector's 
place, and 1 believe his appointment would be generally well received. 

Yours truly, WILLIAM M. PRICIS. 

[No. 187.] Silas M. Stilwell, to Collector Swartwout, N. Y. 

New York, 29 April, 1829. — Sir: I apply on behalf of Stephen Stilwell for one of the un- 
der offices in your gift---designate the one you see proper. I stand responsible for his capability. 
He is one of the old resideniers of this city, and as deserving as any in it — a thorough democrat 
of *98, and A JACKSON REFORMER from the beginning of the contest— a prisoner in ihe 
Revolution — wealthy in 1800 and 1814 — now without property, but always honorable — and 
eoqual to any butmess attached to the duties of a Custom House officer. Until your perplexing 
season is over I expect not to see you — but rest assured, under aU circumstances, of my una- 
bated devotion and esteem. S. M. STILWELL. 
[Remark. — Stephen went into office, at $1095 a year, in due course.] 



/. OakUy, Swarttooufs security, endorses the too notorious George A. Wasson, 
[No. 188.] J. Oakley to S. Swartwout, Collector of Customs, 2 Cedar St. 

** April 28, 1829. — Dear Sir : There is a very deserving man by the name of George A. 
Wasson a measurer attached to the public store. I do not know that he would, under any cir- 
cumstances, be removed, as I understand he has been a Jackson-man, and was appointed 
through the influence of Mr. Baldwin of Pittsburg, who is his friend. As it is a matter of great 
importance to him, however, he has 'requested me to speak to you on the subject. I wish you 
would have the goodness, il his removal is contemplated, to let me see you. Yours truly, 

J. OAKLEY. 
P. 8. Permit me to suggest, by way of manifesting my regard for your comfort, that you had 
better make the removals and appointments which you contemplate, at once. If you do net, 
there will not be as much oi you left in a few days as there was of the Kilkenny Cats,'* 

[No. 189.] Commodore Isaac Ckauncey to Collector Swartwout — A very good sailor endorses a 

very bad note. 
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, May 1, 1829. — Dear Sir : Allow me to introduce to your notice, Mr. 
George A. Wasson, who was appointed by Mr. [Jonathan] Thompson as inspector of the Cus- 
toms, last Sunmier, partly by my solicitation. Mr. Wasson h a worthy man, in whose welfare 
I feel much interest ; and is the individual ihat 1 spoke to you about some time since. He will 
relate to you his situation and wishes. If you can continue him in office you will not ojily 
serve a worthy man BUT RETAIN A GOOD OFFICER, and confer a personal favor upon. 

Dear Sir, your faithful friend, I. CHAUNCE Y. 

[No. 190.] Jacob Barker, New York, to Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany. 

New York, Ist May, 1830. — Dear Sir: You have herewith recommendation of sundry per- 
sons interested in the Bank of Washington and Warren. If Mr. Sherman should be selected, 
he will give Alderman Gideon Lee and John R. Hedley, Esqs., ns security — they are highly re- 
epectable and responsible men. Alderman Lee is very rich. The names of some stockholders 

t l)iekeo8on*s com is ftnother illustration of the dishonest system of selecting revenue officers becao)*e of their po- 
litical opinions, and paying them for their profession of the principles, or their adherence to the men, that prove 
saecessnil. Dickenson writes Swnrtwout, Murch 30, 1829 v^iefore it was even known publicly that he would be 
collector.) *' In principle and sonl I iim, thank Ciod, .Tackson, nnd tnke some little credit for bein^ n primitivo 
one " Matthew L Davis writes Swnrtwout, three days after, " He is a democrat, and supported the electoral ticket 
Uiat voted f irGeneralJaekson." Aldennan Cowan writes and tells Swnrtwout, thnt " on the score of Jncksoni^m he 
has strong rluims. as be was one of the first Jackson Committee ever formed in this city." Mr. Samuel Towonend 
•Mores him that DickenMn " has for a lone time been a streouous supporter of the man who now sways the debtioiea 
tf*"*^^?!?!? l*op>*." Mr. jMwOaldeyentifiesthat D. " is one of the original Jaekson vaenr-not of the 
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ksw bMB mentioned, but m a qneetion of liability will ariee from the peculiar phraaeolegy of 
ibe act of iDOorporatioa, I think it would be very unwiae to appoint any party intereeted, there- 
Ibio I hope that Mr. Lathrop or Mr. Sherman will be appointed, or both of them. 

Youra sincerely, JACOB BARKER. 



Col. Decaiwr, a worthlese official, justifies CUmion's condemnatmi of his conduct, 
[No. 191.] Col. J.ihn Decatur to Collector Swartwout. 

Portsmouth, May 4, 1839. — Dear Sir : This will be handed to yon by my partieular friend* 
Mr. John Blunt, lately a reaident of this town. In making yon acquainted with Mr. Blunt, I 
take much pleasure. He is a gentleman who has been extensively engaged in busineas in this 
place, and in my official duties, as late Naval Store Keeper, have been daily engaged with him 
in mercantile transactions. For a number of years Mr. Blunt has supplied our Navy Yard, and 
I have at all times found him prompt, energetic, and faithful in the performance of bis contracts ; 
and wAere it possible for Mr. B. to reside with us, I know of no man whom I would sooner se- 
lect to the first office in my gift. For the last four years he has actively and openly advocated 
the claims of our present worthy chief magistrate t and the reputation maintainpd by Mr. Blunt 
has been such in this section of the country, that we trust his talents have not been engaged nn- 
successfully. Should it be necessary to have an assistant editor^ to aid Mr. Noah in warding 
off the malignant shafts of the coalition party, which will be nuide on you, in consequence of the 
general sweep which I presume you ijitend to make in your office, 1 know of no more suitable 
man than this said jDod of mine, and I therefore request that you will add one more obligation I 
am already under, by giving him an appointment in the Custom House. 

Yours with esteem and affection, DECATUR. 

[Rbmares. — Col. John P. Decatur, whom Gov. Clinton had exhibited tp the world, as very dis« 
gracefully interfering in State elections some years before at Brooklyn, and who figured disrepu- 
tably in the Chemical Bank trial, was appointed by General Jackson, Collector of Portsmouth, 
N. H.,in April, 1829. In May, he wrote to his friend Swartwout as above. Jackson and Van 
Buren's advent to power, was fortunate for jockies, jugglers, gamblers and blacklegs.] 

Webb and the Courier — Flagg, Wright and Oroswell — an Editor in leading strings to the 
Wire Pullers of Tummany-^Wkat am I to do 7'-Butler and Tibbeta—Making terms with 
the Press, 

[Three letteiEK-Jameci Gordon Bennett to Jeese Hoyt, N. Y,] 
[No. 192.] PniLADELPmA, 7th June, 1829.— Dear Sir : When 1 first contemplated leav- 
ing New York a few days, I promised to write you occasionally. Of course I consider the pro* 
mise still good. I have been part of three days here, and have mixed a good deal with the lead- 
ing Jackson men. They received the account of the Union of the Enquirer and the Courier with 
• utter astonishment.' So they told me in express terms. They cannot conceive how the party 
in New York can repose confidence in Mr. Webb. Such is the sentiment here. I ehall whte . 
you again from Washington. In the meantime, will you do all you can about the paper 1 Spur 
up Butler for he wants it. I am. Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

[No. 193.] Washington, 11 June, 1829. — Dear sir: I arrived here the day before yes- 
terday. I calleid on Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Ingham. They are both in &vor of the new Dem- 
ocratic paper or the old one renovated. The feeling against the coalition runs about as strong 
here as in New York. They knew it would be corrected by the public men in New York. 
Major Moore of Kentucky is here. He brings accounts from the west that some movements 
are making of a curiotia nature between Judge McLean (Ute postmaster) and Mr. Clay. • * 

J. G. BENNETT. 
[No. 194.] Albany, 20th July, 1829. — Dear Sir : Since I arrived here I have seen our 
friends in the Argu^ office and State department — I mean Major Flagg, Mr. Wright, and Mr. 
Croswell. They are very friendly, but they say they have heard litde of our local matters in 
New York, consequent on the sale of the Enquirer, with the exception of a passing remark from 
Mr. Cambreleng, as he passed through here a few weeks ago. They speak in the highest terms 
of Mr. Bamum, and assure me that he is every way capable for the position in New York. I 
am sorely puzzled to know what to do. Although our friends here think it a very favorable op- 
portunity to start a new paper, yet they think it a very hazardous experiment. They told me 
to-day that if the party had the control of the political coarse of the Courier and Enquirer, it 
would be more eligible than a new paper. This they think could be done by placing an editor 
there under the auspices of the General Committee — an Editor who would take cnre of the in- 
terests of the party and its friends. They are afraid that the political patronage is not suffi- 
cient for the support of a new paper, and they are of opinion that a journal which now enjoys all 
■uch patronage as the Courier and Enquirer ought to give up its columns to a political Editor 
appointed by the General Committee. I wish you could get me out of these contradictory views 
and opinimM. Jf yoa and Mr. OAKIiEY, and Mr. CODDINGTON, and t few otbir of ov 
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IHfnds could MttU what e&urt Ithall take previous to my return, I DO NOT CARE WHAT 7T 
ICP»/«Aa// adopt it^-^l kno^r it will be a proper course. Which is ih« tiett and cheapest rood* 
of expressing ih« views of the party I A new or an old psper. 1 ahuU he impatient for action 
when J return. Now is the time to sow the seed. Thit» is the spring of politics. The birds 
ftrt beginning to ning. I cannot resist those influences, and if you set yourself to work, I know 

rra can accomplish the matter to a T. Do not call me a heretic, and a trif/'ling fellow, because 
have spoken thus much of C. and £. // it be heresy, then undoubtedly must head'quarters be 
in a bad way. 

On the evening before I left New York, I received a letter informing me that the Herald in* 
ttndsd to publish on Saturday morning last this — *^ The last rallying point of the Republicaa 
Party has been surrendered, by the purchase by the Courier of the services and prospects of ths 
geotlemsn who was to have published the N. Y. State Enquirer, &c. dec. &c.*' 1 went to tbo 
ofiiw of the Herald and told them it was untrue, and forbid its pablication. Snowden will tell 
▼oo the whole story. It appears that Mumford went to the Herald and told them the story. 
Voa can see in this the Bnger of our friend BUTLER and Elisha Tibbets probably, who want to 
Biake as much mischief as possible. I hope old King Caucus will remember them. I shall 
write nothing for the C. and E. during my tour — that ynu requested to do. Tell Mr. Oakley 
tbtt my next letter 1 shall write to him probably from the Springs. 

I am, Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

P. 8.— If you have any thing to say particularly in the course of this week write to Buffalo to 
Ut. Mr. Croswell thinks that under present circumstances the Republican General Committee 
caa make their own terms with Webb and Tylee. Would not a private meeting of our friends 
oa the subject be a guod first step ? 

Van Buren disclaims all knowledge of the revolutionary intentions ascribed to Mackenzie, 
[No. 194a] Daniel Brent, to W. L. Mackenzie, York, U. C. 

Department of State, Washington, 28th July, 1830. Sir: Your letter of the first of this 
mooth to the Secretary on the subject of an article which appeared some time ago in the columns 
of the New York Courier and Enquirer, and has since been re.published \a other public jour* 
lials, both of Canada and the United States, with additional innuendos and particulars, was re- 
eeired on the 18th instant at this office, durinur his absence ; but I lost no time in cotaimunica- 
ting its contents to him. The object of the article or articles referred to is, te indicate a visit to 
the United States and to this capital during the last summer, as connected with some revolution- 
ary movement in the Canadas, in relation to which your agency was employed with the Fede. 
ral Government ; and you call upon the Secretary in his official capacity positively and decided- 
ly to contradict iti 

I have, accordingly, just received a letter from Mr. Van Buren, the Secretary^ dated at Albany, 
the 23d of this month, expressly authorising me to deny all knowledge of, or belief, on his part, in 
the designs imputed to you, a» I now have the honor of doing, and to state moreover, that he has 
not the smallest ground for believing, that your visit had anything political for its object. He 
directs mo also to add, thnt if the President were not likewise absent from the seat of Govern- 
ment he is well persuaded he would readily concur in the declaration which I have thus had ihe ho- 
nor of making in his behalf. I am, &c, DANL^.L BRENT, Chief Clerk. 

Silas E, Burrows and hie achemea — Swartwoat puffa him to General Jackson, of whom he was 
long an adoiaer by the back staira — Silaa wanta hia Consul at Panama, &{r. 
[No. 194, 6.] Collector Swart wout to General Andrew Jackson. 

New York, 15th August, 1829. Dear Sir: The accompanying letter has just been handed 
to me by the enterprising and intelligent writer of it, with a request that I would forward it to 
y«iu. Mr. Burrows has not his equal, in our City, for commercial enterprise. You will readily 
perceive on perusing his communication, the extent and utility of the proposed line of communi- 
cation between different and very distant parts of South America. It is really surprising that a 
gentleman, single handed and without the aid of the Government, should have projected and 
actually carried into execution, such an extensive and v(?ry important operation. But his zeal is 
not surpassed by hia perfect indejiendence of character. It was intimated to him a year or two 
ago, that Government felt so deep an interest in this affair, that they would be willing to contri. 
bute largelv towards its completion, but Mr. Burrows, being a gentleman of fortune and great 
pride of feeling, said NO. He preferred the whole expence and the whole credit of it, and he 
vsill not swerve from that determination. All the aid he requires from Government, is the ap« 
poiDtment of Mr. Everet as Consul at Panama, where there never was one before, and where 
there arc no Americans residing at present. This appointment is important to him, for ihf> sin- 
gle reasttn, that he knows that his commercial agent, if clothed with consular dignity and authority, 
will be more respected, in tha' country particularly, than if he went there as a mere merchant. 
The person selected. Mr. Everet, is active and intelligent, and a warm and zealous friend of 
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Tn^feptn^ently of the merit of this Entftrpri'se, Mr, Burrow^ i$ eontidered, unfterMlly in «ftr 
Cit§ as mm •/ the most upright^ honorable and genflemauty men in the community. I ain prr^on- 
ally kn6wn to him, and [ can assure your Excellency that no mnnposaenes more of my ccmji^ 
denes and esteem than Mr. Burrows, As this gentleman has aln-ady done n great deal lor ibtt 
country which cannot fail to bei.etit his own» and which has, in fnci already beneficed it excctd- 
ingiy, he certainly meriie the counietiance of Government. The steam vet-sel which he has sent 
thither^ and which I visited in company with Mr. Moore, our minister, be'ore hi? departure, can- 
not fail to increase ihefacililieB ofcommunicMtion to an extent certainly never l)efore contemplaictl 
by it8 iiihahtants or hy strangers and whilst we have a minister there or an agent of Government of 
inferior rank, this little boat alone will be worth thousands of dollars annually to our Government 
and iiacitixena. The request, therefore, of Mr. B., that Mr. Everet may be appointed a coniul 
where there never was one before, and where it is important that Mr. B. t-hoald have an agent, and 
whera the Govemnient of the United States will also soon require one is a very small request-^* 
and I feel perauaded» your Excellency will consider it so reasonable and proper as to give it 
your immediata sanction .t 

The * Eeform* AppraiserSy Cos 4{ Co, described by Swartvooul — Justice to the Merchants^ at 

doled out by Bernard J. Messerolcy Jeromus Johnson, Ichabod Prallt and the Custom House 

Peliiieians of IS^O^-^Bspionage boldly defended, 

[Remarks. — I do not know whether the followinnc letter, UMirked * Private,' is, or is not an 
omcial docament. If it is, it is perhaps the only one I have copied trom Custom House manuscript^ 
into this book. While I was copying it, Mr. Webber went down to Mr. Hunter, the assistant- 
auditor, and told him what I was doin^r. Hunter went to the auditor, Mr. Ogden, who said that 
the Records were in charge of Mr. Bogardus— who, with Hunter, came up, stopt about tweuty 
minutes, but made no remarks. The original is among the old letters, &,c. 

Iti xMay and Jane. 1830, Jeromus Johnson, William 6. Coe, app'd April 1829, and A. B. 
Mead, went ii^to office as appraisers at New York, and Bernard J. Messerule, D. L. Dodg«« 
Ichabod Prall, and Ben. Brewster, as a««i«<a/i^-appraisers. They were, nearly all^ convenient, 
plaosible, serviceable party instruments; prsienders to republican principles, of which they had. 
but little ; but grossly ignorant of the prices and qualities of goods which it was their duty to ex*. 
amine and value. Mr. Swartwout's letter, written three months after, shows how ihf^y conduct- 
ed business The Mr. Gardner he speaks of was, / suppose, the Samuel S. Gardner, who had 
been a deputy-collector under ThompsiHi, Stephen Allen, &c., and clerk to Receivers of ths 
Tradesmen's Bank In 1826. It could not have been D. Gardiner, the Inspector. By rewarding 
worthless, artful, electioneering hacks to selfish party leaders, with very influential olBces, th« 
duties of which are unconneet<Ml with politics, business suflfers, honesty is punished, underniinaUi 
or crushed, and the public morals are deeply injured. — W. L. M] 

[No. 195.] Collector Swartwout to Secretary Ingham, Washington. 

New York, 1st Sept. 1830. — Private, — DearSir : I om very sorry that the removal of Mr. Gar- 
dner from the appraiser's office, should be considered by you as an act of personal hostility o^ 
my party or that of any other disinterested person. I have often informed you that Mr. Gari>- 
NER ASSUMED AT TIMES— or had it granted to him — of appraisino the merchandise, which wn9 
sent to the appraiser's office for exarhinatinn, and WHICH WAS CERTIFIKD TO BY THE 
APPRAISERS [sworn officers!!] WITHOUT THEIR HAVING SEEN THE GOODS. I 
had even spoken to the appraisers about it. / saw it myself y and so reported it to you. 1 did 
consider it. and do now consider it, a piece of gross assurance on the part of Mr. Gardnfr, and 
of most culpable neglect on the part of the apfiraisers, I could not remedy it, and wrote you that 
it was so. Was I to blame for that ? But further. — Many merchants did complain to me of 
Mr. Gardner's interference, while the appraisers were examining goods — and of his saying to 
them such and such goods are too high-— and tuey adopted his judgment. This was com- 
plained ofl 

He was not a clerK* but styled himself an assistant to the appraisers. His constant occapa. 
tion, to my knowledge, for I saw it daily, was to band them goods, stating their value, and gel' 

t Silns E. Bunrowv. (>on of Enoch) and his history are well known in New York. He oppenn to hnre h«eo 
d«e|iiy concerned wHh C«ill«ctor Swartwout. nnd other deep specuhitora pnrt of thnt bnnd %vho joined "' in the gen- 
eral scramble for plunder," vrhith thevso artfnilv covered up. in 18*38—9. with the clonk of pniriolifm. B(>tr«iwa 
pot in debt, and failed, but $10,000 of his creditors means expen«'ed on a tomb to the mother of Wnshington. a 
•how of patriotism, with a world of puffs, from Swartwout nnd other*, had helped him olonfr. He went strong for 
J.-ieksfin — nesotlnted n loan for his very dear friend Noah — went with Swartwout a«a conservative — and at Uw 
Tailinadge dinner. New York May 30, 184 1, when Van Buren^s successor had gone to his lust rent, toasted •* John 
Tyler, the disciple of Jefferson, the luisom friend of W. H. Harrison." In Pept 1P29 or 30. Pwartwuutenclnsed to 
Van Ruren, then Sec'y of dtnte, Bnrrow*s correspondence with the baron Krndener, and asked s me h»ph mnik ot 
executive npprohalion for him. '• Mr. R. (said Swartwout) is one of our boldest and most deserving mercharts ■sd 
n gentlemin cf the noblest and moat chlvalrick feeling!*— henre this prompt aoU generous conduct towaidi bts UB- 
fuitoaate fsJlow beings. But the private viilaet ore so hajiyilv blended," itA, 



teU AXERXCAN MEXCXANT8 rLXmDSSED AT THE CTTSTOM HOTTSB. 

ihg them to mark them accordingly. If such conduct was right, I was wrong in ghrfaig fott 
ia^mnation of it — not otherwise. 

Again. — Mr. , a very respectable merchant, called upon me at my lodgings, to infomt 

me confidentially t (and merchants will not give information in any other way,) that goode had 
pasted the appraisers the day before, AT A LESS DUTY BY 50 PER CENT than he had 
paid for similar goods in the same vessel: and to convince me of it, he had bought a bale of the 
fery goods thus passed, and had them in his store, where he would shew me, and satisfy me of 
the truth uf what he said, by marks and numbers. I did visit his store, and found the fiicts, as 
■tated by him, to be true. On enquiring at the appraisers, I found that it was Mr. Gardner 
who had INFLUENCED the appraisers in their decision — and, so paramount was his authority 
or * that his opinion prevailed — and this is not all. 

The Book in which a Clerk in the appraiser's office had recorded Another decision, was takeft 
from his desk, in bis absence, and altered seas to correspond with his [Mr. Grardner*s] own de- 
cision. This was done, too, with the entry ^ which was altered by the same person^ to eorrtSi' 
pond tsith the alterations in the Books. The Clerk in whose Books this was done, gave me 
^ information — secretly I admits but not feloniously nor improperly. They were no spies, but 
lionest clerks. 

To show you that I was disposed to do my duty, I SENT FOR MR. COE, one of the ap^ 
praisers, and informed Mm of it. He appeared to be very much shocked at the thing, and 
promised me he would probe it to the bottom, let who would safer. I told him I was convinced' 
it was Mr. Grardner from all the circumstances, the hand. writing, the erasures, i^c. — IP* but I 
never heard any thing more about it from the appraisers. This is what I meant by " infidelity 
to his trust." 

It was not necessary that you should do this act upon the faith of what I stated. Mr. Gard- 
net is nothing to me, but / was obliged to notice his conduct, and what they said of it, but you 
were not compelled to believe me or them. I am willing to make oath to what I have stated, 
bnt I may not be able to get merchants to do the same. What took place in the appraiaei's 
offiee can be testified to by the clerks and others ; but they would do it with reluctance, I ap- 
prehend, if the Treasury should attribute it to " improper passions." 

I cannot give you the names of those who communicate to me confidentially. I obtain in. 
formation, daily something oi great importance — secretly, to be sore, but I cannot divulge the 
■onrces of it. I would rather not act than compromit my honor in a matter of such importance. 

Tou appear to be surprised that Mr. Gardner is removed. I acted upon the authority of your 
letter to remove him from the appraisers' office, and give him employment somewhere else. I 
wrote to Mr. Gardner a very polite note, stating that I had the honor to enclose him a letter I 
had that day received from the Treasury Department, and I also sent the original to the apprais- 
ers. Mr. G. never came near me from that day to this. He left the appraisers, but did not ac- 
cept the offer to be employed elsewhere, because he is rich, being worth, it is supposed, sixty 
thousand dollars — and does not want and would not accept a subordinate situation elsewhere at 
inlf his former salary. lam, d&c, S. 8. 

[No. 196.] Churchill C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

Washington, 30th Dec, 1830. — Dear Sir : See our Engineer, Mr. Jervis, and see every man 
who can aid our Branch Railway petition, or who will help us to give the Turnpike Company 
its quietus. There is a secret about Judge Feck's trial — the federal minority in the Senate 
mean to sustain him — the case is an outrageous violation of the rights of a citizen. The Planet, 
ft new locomotive of Stevenson's, has gone from Liverpool to Manchester and back again in 60 
minutee, including two minutes stoppage ! See the members of the Committee in the two 
Houses — and let me know to whom I can send of our charters. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

7%e Quartermaster Generalship — Prosper M. Wetmore and the Flash Fire Co*s. — Wetmore 
and Webb candidates — the militia mixed up with party services — Webbs great military ex- 
perience — Noah a candidate unknown to Webb — Wetmore denounced by Webb and Noah-^ 
Sandford goes for Wetmore. 
[No. 197.] Col. James Watson Webb, N. Y., to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

Private, NB\Xr York, Jany. 8, 1831. 

Dear Hoyt : A gentleman called upon me to-day and asked whether I would prefer being 
Q'r. Master General to Lieut. Colonel of the Governor's Guard ; and proceeded to state that 
Bayard being absent in Florida, Prosper M. Wetmore, was pushing very hard to be appointed 
•in his stead. He informed me that Lawson had pledged himself to get it for him, and made a 
Tisit to Albany last week, solely and exclusively on that account. He also told me what I did 
not before know, that in consequence of WETMORE'S connexion with the " Life and Fire** 
or some other such company, the filth Begiment of Artillery compelled him to resign. He is 
comequently obnoxious to the Military, many of whom turned their eyes to me— not f<»r 
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love, aiTection or respect, hut gimply hecavMe th^ thought I could defeat Wetmore, I knour 
Wetfliore only as the author of Lexington and other poetic productions, and as the great gun ft/ 
Swurtwoul and Zauyoon. I owe him no ill will, nor do I feul it incumbent upon me to sift . 
whether in seeking my own advancement I tread upon his tues or not. To cut <JU 
fuutter short, I want to be QY. Master General. It gives me the rank of Brigadier, and iJm 
duty will be less than that of my present appointment. There are no emoluments attached to 
the office, and coMsequently even an Editor may be appointed without the censure of the oppo* ■ 
sition. Ten years of my life spent in the army, qualify me for it, and I muy, without viiutj« 
Bay, make me more competent to the discharge of its duties than any other applicant. As aa 
evidence of how the Military estimate my army services, I need only mentiou that in January 
last.I was elepted Lieut. Colonel of the Guards, when in Albany, without knowing personaUjr 
but one officer of the Regiment, and this, too, without my having been consulted on the sobjeeC. 
You know what would have been, the consequence of my having come out for Root instead of 
Throop last Summer, and it will be somewhat strange if he refuses to grant so small a favr 
as to consider me as worthy of the office as P. M. Wetmore. 1 do not wish to be known as an 
applicant so 'ong as thi're is a possibility of defeat, and have therefore determined to write onVf 
to the following persons on this subject. From you I expect all you can do, nor would I writs, 
to ny persons on such a subject unless I felt that I would be pleased to render them a similar 
ser ice. I wrote to Selden, C. L. Liviqgslon, the Governor, Lt. Governor, Messrs. Dix, Tallmadga 
and Hubbard of the Senate, and Edmonds of the house. With any of these speak freely, and to 
any other you choose, but not to let it be known that I do apply unless I succeed. Cargyl of our 
delegation, and also Ostrander, are very friendly. In short. Do as I would do by you — nothing 
mom. AU well here, and I beg you to accept our thanks for your letters, although you did 
make me publish your hit at Monroe. Tour friend, in haste, JAS. WATSON WEBB. 

N. B. You entirely misapprehended our remarks about Selden. Say it shall be attended 
to.— W. 

N. B. I have written to Edmonds telling him to call and ask to see this. — ^W. — also to 
Selden.— W. 

P. S. If I am not appointed W. roust not get it^it will injure the Governor if he gives it 
to him. — W. I enclose you the letter to the Governor, which read and hand to him. Noah 
you will perceive has been named but he cares nothing about it. I do. Send all the letten I 
enclose to the persons to whom directed. 

[No. 198.] Lieut Col. Webb to Lieut. Governor Throop. 

Office of the Coueixr and Enquirer, New York, Jany. 8, 1831. 
To His Excellency, &c. — Dear Sir : I have learnt to day, for the first time, that in conse- 
quence of Mr. Bayard's absence, applications have been made for the appointment of Qr. Maa. 
ter General. I am not in possession of any facts which authorizo me to say that Mr. Bayard 
does not intend to return to the City ; en the contrary, he suggested about eighteen months since 
that the situation would suit me— said he had some idea of leaving the state ; and that, in tha 
event of his doing so, he would let me forward his resignation, and at the same time become an 
applicant to succeed him. If, however, it is in contemplation to appoint a successor, I beg that 
I may be considered an applicant Of my fitness for the situation, perhaps the best evidence ia 
to be found in nearly ten yean service in the U. S. Army ; with what reputation your Adjutant 
General, Major Dix, can inform you. Of the value placed upon those services here, I 
have no other evidence than my being elected, in January last, Lieutenant Colonel of the Go- 
vernor's Guard, by the officers of that Regiment, without being known to but one of them ; and 
elected, too, without any previous consultation or information on the subject. It is not my wish to 
be known as an applicant unless I succeed, and therefore I have not applied to the officers of the 
Military in this City ; but if their recommendation is only necessary to ensure my success, an 
intimation to that effect to Mr. Hoyt, who is now in Albany, or to Mr. Selden, or Livingston, will 
be promptly acted upon. I beg, Sir, that my claims may be considered, and that you will do 
me the favor to mform some one of my friends of your determination^ 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, JAS. WATSON WEBB. 

SUNDAY MORNING. — On showing this to Noah, a few minutes since, he informed me 
that his name has been used for this appointment, but that he is indififerent about it. I consider 
Mr. Noah as well qualified for the situation, and would be pleased to see him appointed if I do 
do not succeed myself. At all events, his appointment would be more popular than that of any 
person I have heard named. Yours, &c. J. W. WEBB. 

[No. 199.] Dear Sir: You know well the delicacy of these military appointments among 
military men. I am indifferent, as Mr. W. says, about it, but there are many cireumstanees 
which would render THE APPOINTMENT OF COL. WETMORE, both of a civil and witK- 
tory waurs, HIGI]LY £^C£PTI0NA9I^. Several have spoken to me on this sul^ect al- 
^<^ Xpuntral^, ALM-IfO^SL 
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[No. 800.] C. W. Sandfera, to Um%. Col. J. W. Webb. 

Thompson Street, Saturday Ev'g., Jan. 8. 
Dear Culor^l - I have just received yoars of this afternoon^ aud regret sincerely that I cannot 
cooipiy with your n-quest to address the Governor in favor of your application for the appointment 
of Qr. Master General — simply because* before bearing of your being a candidate, at the request 
ot tome friends of Col. Wetmore, I wrote to Uia i^^xcellency in his behalf. Had I known yuu were 
ao applicant 1 wuuld unquestionably have advocated your appointment — your practical military 
odaoatiun and experience having given you great advantages (which you have well used) in se- 
qiMring information in military aH'airs. But having already addressed the Governor, I cannot 
with any delicacy or propriety, intrude myself again on this subject. 

Yours very truly, C. W. SANDFORIX 

[No. 801.] R. H. Ncvins, Broker, Wall Street, to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany, dated New York, 

14th Jan'y. 1831. 
'* Dear Hoyt — I must trouble you to let me know, whether onr Banks, now beingr willing to 
take renewals of their Charters on the terms offered to them last winter, will all be able to get 
them 1 it Wds predicted by some persons that some of them might not have another ebanoo. 
And as to a new Trust Co. — do you think that an application from a very respectable list of peti. 
tionera will succeed in getting a Charter similar to the one granted at the last session? ] shall 
bo much obliged for your opinion on the above, or on any other subjects that may have to do 
with Wall street. I am willing to run the risk of your opinions, and I hereby bind myself not, 
either by word, deed, or look, to manifest any mortification or disappointment should any bad 
mult come of your advices. I hold considerable Life and Trust Co: Stock, which will rise or 
fitli probably when the question is settled about other charters. 

Yours very sincerely, R. H. NEVINS." 

[No. 202 ] Frederick A. Tracy to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

. New York, Jan. 26, 1831. — Yours of the 22d inut did not reach me yesterday till late in 
the day, so that nothing could be done. To.day, at the Bonrd, it was not my luck to get hold 
of any of this stock, aliho' some sales were made at from 96} to 97^ — but I have some proapect 
•f concluding a bargain for 300 shares. If I make any purchases it will be for vour account 
lolely, as I think the stock high. FRBDK. A* TRACY. 

f 

[No. 203.] Churchill C. Cambrelenjr, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Washington, 10 Feb. 1831. — DearH : The Senate only wait Ur our slow Committee 

on Foreign ReUtions to get up and pass the bill organizing the [Danish?] Commission — there 
is no other difficulty that I have heard of. Simpson's nomination may encounter opposition, 
but I have heard of none. I differ in opinion wit*i our Directors, about the great impertanet of 
ft.branch line, as it regmrds our -own interest — that lies at the eastern termination — we wish, 
}iowever, to accommodate Albany, but if the two sections of the town quarrel among them- 
eelves and defeat our bill we cant help it. The northern pan of the town will tuifer, and the 
southern part will be benefited by our having no branch. We shall carry the business whero- 
ver our road goes. Combinations of {raiments cant hort us in general politics — in corporation 
matters we shall eternally have local divisions. In general divisions we have none to fight but 
Clay's friends — and we have Old Hickory against him. Between ourselves, I don't care 
two and sixpence about having a branch line passed — we can get along well enough without it. 
Next year the people of Alhany will ')e glad enough to present the petition themselves — it's in- 
;fiultely more important to them than to ns. 

Very sincerely your friend, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 204.1 Silas M. Stilwell, Albany, to Jesse Hoyf, New York. 

Albanv, 15 Feb. 1831. — Dear Hoyt: Your favors have reached me, and I hasten to answer 
diem. The name of Strphrn CAMBRELR^o has been sent into the Senate. T givp you this in- 
•ibrmation because I know from your letter that it will please you, and because I like to please 
yon — but I nm bound to say that alihou^h I have no objortion to Camhr»*leng. ypt Tgave Van 
Wyck th*^ pre'e-»*rtre — anH if I could hnve had my way — if personal weight ^nd anxietv of feel- 
.ine ro»iM have civen th*» officK to Van Wynk, so far as rela-tes to me he would hnve hfld It. 
^Vnn Wyck i-" my fn^nd — I owe him much friend^ship. This you know—^and of cour*» he was 
Biv m^n. T have been defented, and I have the consolation that you will be pl»»n*in*!. f»*»d that 
Carabreleng is a clever fellow. T anfi your friend, S. M. STILW-ELL. 



Thinks Calhnun Knmp. * pnnr rlpriVn dupe* — Vnn-^urert like^rd in the h'ph.ttprnfud ktrt^ss'^ 
Spftil'ffnrs fn be put down — Throofs nomination of Vice Chancellor MeCoun hangs heavy 
• in ffie Senate. 

[No 20-> 1 D'kI'pv S^M-n. M C <fec. to .Teiw Hovt, N. York. 
Ar.BAVT. Marrh 4, 1ft? I. —My Dear Hoyt: My friend's lettpra have nnt pprhapa been «n- 
tw^red at toon ma he diinka they ought — ^but 1 have not been able to read them yet— and a ipaii 
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k etrtainly entitled to be praSeed for his punctuality who makes hia return to a letter as soon as 
ho hsrt perused it. 

Yuu need not endorse ' confidential* on any of your comnunications to Livingston or Stilwell 
% * m * m • On reading Calbouii's coneapvudtnce, I made vp my mind very foon 
thai h§ had been the dupe of tome poor devil behind the curtain, and had exhibited mwi efrt. 
fieue foUy in being caught. Your euceeatful competiier for a high place [J. A. Hamilton 1\ 
Heme to Aave been th^ maet eanepieuauB man in bringing up tine by-gone traneaction — and i 
am gad that Ma. Va.v Bursn, like the hiuhepiritedhe^^e, hoe ehaken the dew from ki$ «mmm^ 
and expoeed the rogue to ha taken. 

No news here. Your kind efibrts of tbo D. and H, are duly appreciated. I felt aatisfisd that 
in sending me the little pamphlet, your whole object was the public good. 80 is niino— sod / 
wUl, if lean, give the raeealty epeculatore upon time a thrvet undar the ehort rihe, 

MeCwn [Vice Chancellor] hange heavy in the Senate, I know not why. Aa.aoon aa fiUs* 
per withdrew (and so I read his letter to the Chancellor; I have aided him all I could. 

Yours truly, DUDLEY SBLDEN. 

Selden a man of. talent — Fhret rate Democratic timber a ecarce commodity-^' a judicious p^Jf' 
'^thanko the Caurier ani Enquirer, — Lobbfing from within. 
[No. 206.] Silas M. Stilwpll to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Albany, 7 March 1831. Dear Hoyt : I should have written you before, but that basine« 
begins to press upon us of the city, more and more — and again you know we are in the midst 
of my Bill on Imprisonment. I have great hopes. You have doubtless Feen Selden's report oa 
the Finances, &.c. You may depend there is an exhibition of talent and business habits about 
that report uhich is worthy of all commendation — Selden is a man of talent — and I am defer- 
mined the world shall know it. Nothing gives me greater pleasure than to back a clever wor. 
diy fellow. I can look the world in the face and say he is honest, he is capable. You knov 
TRims Ts Btrr Lrrrt.E first Aate timber in the oesiockatic ranks, that has bren discovsrsii. 
We should therefore prize what we have the more. But I tm inclined to think that your bar 
cannot present to ua one who (if backed by his friends) will be a greater ornament to the party 
than Selden. I will not speak more on the subject, altho* there is no topic which yields me more 
pleasure. Now permit me to say that nothing will help a political friend so much as a jitve* 
oious PUFF through a party paper. Never woe there a finer opportunity, and I commit our 
friend's reputation in that reepect to yoU. Hoyt, remember, we never can do loo much (and I 
know you think so) for a warm hearted, talented friend. Be judicious, and let us see what we 
can do for him. I was much gratified on seeing in the Courier and Enquirer, a notice of my 
report. I must think better of that establishment than T have done, and will take the first op- 
portunity of assuring those concerned that f cannot be outdone in generous conduct. It is my 
intention to back Selden to the utmost of my ability in the tax proposed — and yon know T sel- 
dom fail in my undertakings, for what cannot be done by argument and conduct in the /fovea 
can be carried by activity and clevemesa out doora. I feel very anxious to get through and 
return home ; this business is a great sacrifice to me ; and did I not employ my mind and body 
constantly, T should not be able to remain here. Let me hear from you. I write in great haste 
— and be assared I remain; with great respect and esteem, your friend, S. M. STILWELL. 

McAllister of Georgia, and the Gold Mine of Xew Pot**si. 
[No. 207.] R. J. Arnold and M. H. McAllister to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street. 

Savannah, May 15, 1831. — Dear Sir: Your favor of the 5th inst. is received. In reply, ws 
would observe that our Mr. Arnold sails for New York on the 3.3d inst., and will be authorised 
to close this business upon the terms he may think best. Tho' what part is sold, mnst be at a 
handsome profit, for every day we are receiving more favorable accounts from the Mine, 

To-day McAllister received a letter from the Gold Region / an extract from it will be given be- 
low. The report alluded to in your letter from the Doctor, will no doubt come to hand by to- 
day's mail. We shall wait with anxiety until it is received. In the meantime we note that 
part of your letter which requests us not to interest any person here. This has not been done. 
On the contrary, every person here is ignorant of our being interested m the Potosi mine, Yo« 
will perceive by the extract from the letter above alluded to, that the claim has not, as yet, been 
extinguished, although we so considered it the last time we wrote Mr. Ward. It is therefors 
very necessary that this business be kept an entire secret for the present. McAllister wiUt im 
a few days, as soon as the Court rises, start for the Gold Retnon. 

R. J. ARNOLD, M. H. McALLISTER. 

Extract. — ** With regard to the claim on Potosi, they wish to hold on, on account that they 
** have examined the mine more thoroughly, and find it much better than they expected. THAT 
"PLACE IS THE MOST ASTONISHING IN ALL THE GOLD REGION ; and I hope 
•• jrou will believe me when I say its prospects are very much more flattering than when yoa 
"ifren heie-*ia the langaage of the writer, 50 per cent better.'^ 



t3§ omi NAVT. t33,500's worth of Albany kSdfiKfet sait. 

Fm^^Hg itt tie Naval Service-^Saartwout toanU his Nephew tent ahead of hi$ SetMn, TV 

Vittff a thing might be done, 
[No. 208.] Collector Swart wout to Levi Woodbury, Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 
New Yowc, 28ch May, 1831— Sir: This letter will be handed to you by Samuel Smith 
Skbartumttf my nephew, at present a passed midshipman in the U. S. Navy. This young gen- 
tteman entered as midshipman the 10th May, 1830. He was entitled by law, to an ezaminatioa 
IB 1828, but being absent on duty, he did not offer till January, 1829. Ill health and extreme 
diffidence lost him the opinion of the Board, and he was rejected. This unfortunate mishap pro. 
dttoed so much distress, that, on a second trial, from mere embarrassment alone, he failed again ; 
bat the Board, as well as the Secretary of the Navy, from his known talents as an officer, deter- 
mined to encourage him to make a manly effort to overcome a constitutional defect ; and he has 
iMently passed an excellent and most creditable examination, and now presents himself to the 
Secretary in the expectation that he will be placed as several officers similarly sitttated hereto* 
fore haioe been, upon active duty as a Lieutenant. It is also greatly to be desired, if consistent 
Vfith tJie regulations of the Navy, that his commission as Lieutenant, when issued, should take 
inte with those of the midshipmen whose warrants bear date with his own, but who passsd m 
1828 The private character of Midshipman Swartwont is irreproachable, and his honor unim- 
peached. He will explain more fully .to you, in person, the causes of his failure to pass in 1828, 
•Qd give yoa such other information as may be of consequence for you to know. S. S. 

Bailroads — Turnpikes — Hoyt and Cambreleng. 
[No. 209.] C. C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 
Albany, 22d August, 1831. — Dear Sir : I am informed about the turnpike movement. The 
stock was appraised at 20 per cent, and the charter was valued at ( 10,000, making in all about 
^|33,500 — about a fair valuation. The distribution of the new stock not yet made. That dis- 
tribution will give offence. Some of the Directors are anxious to push on with the road— others 
are for compromising with our company. The latter have most money, but the result is uncer- 
tain. When they see our locomotive in operation they will abandon their plan of a turnpike and 
faU-road. We should have no trouble with it at all ; but there are some who want merely to 
make a BUBBLG of it and take in honest men. I have a perfect understanding vnth. Mr. Corn- 
ing, and if he can in the distribution get a majority, or a controul of it, we shall compromise the 
matter. In the meantime we have advertised for a branch line, and Mr. French is privately at 
work, getting the consent of owners of property through which the line will pass. If no compro- 
mise should be made, we will make them a proposition which will give satisfaction to nine.tentha 
of the people of Albany, and send the speculators in the new stock with a bad grace to the le. 
Ijislature. But after all, they must keep up the turnpike, and that kills their rail-road project at 
once. The two never can be combined without sinking the capital laid out in both. We shall 
have our locomotive at work by the end of the week. The boiler went back to the road to.day. 
Ours will be an immense stock. I am certain we shall next year average about 800 a day. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 



3^, MeAUister condemns the Democratic legislature of Georgia, as stupid, envious and tgno- 
rant — /. M. Berrien^s efforts to enlighten them — fffort to obtain special privileges for Hoyfs 
gold mine. New Potosi — Why should corporations pay their delis? Checks on party legis- 
lation^McAllister swears at *em i — Purgatory — The asses who bray for the public. 

[No. 210.] M. H. McAllister, of Georgia, to Ward and Hoyt, New York. 
MiLLSD&EViLLs, [Georgia,] Nov. 27 1831. — Gentlemen : All is over, I have just come fiom 
the State House. After a struggle of three days in the Senate, wherein an unremitted and hot 
debate has been maintained from morning until night, for two days, we have failed in our object 
of obtaining an Act of Incorporation. The intelligence of the Senate has been beaten by the 
ignorant-wise, grass-fed members who compose a large majority of the Lein»Iature. No effort 
has been pretermitted, no exertion spared. Berrien in behalf of the Elrod, iVf urray in behalf of 
Beers, Booth, and St. John, and ourselves, have all made united and untiring exertions, but all in 
Tain. Against US the prejudice is unsparing. They say that the Elrod people have but the 
lease of one mine, whereas we have monopolized a great and valuable minimr interest ; and to 
incorporate us would be to hold out an inducement to northern men to embark in it ; and the 
effect of their embarking to work the interest would be to create an immense monied interest in 
the State, which would revolutionize its politics. The Clark men, with a f«w exceptions, opposed 
it with deadly hostility. The body of the opposite party went for the charter. Fourteen argu- 
ments were submitted to the Senate, by as many of the most distinguished men in the House, 
mnd altho* but two spoke against the Bill, such was the danger apprehended from our immense 
wealth (that is to btt) that the Bill was voted down. I cannot have patience to write or speak 
deliberately on the subject. For three weeks, day and night, our exertions, together with the 
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Can this be the Mnuhew Hall McAHiHer whQ vr^ Di». Attj. foGeo^gia« and mon leeeiiUy a Democtatk osn- 
kta for the office of Governor? . ^ . -r^ 



A ttOfttfU ZJCGISLATTrBB, OU < THS A88B8 WHO BEAT POl THE PDBUC/ 3M 

ft^fU 9f wum9 9f tk§ hading men in ike Senate, hacked fty Berrienf kaae been mneeaainglf am* 
pUnf^d-^-aU m vain. THE BESOTTED IGNORANCE AND THE BLIND AND FOOL- 
ISH ENVY OF THE MAJORITY have carried the day. I have never laboured bo severely 
for the ubtainment of any object as of this, and am proportionably, disappointed. On Saturday 
(the 35th) our bill was taken up by sections. On coming to the 2nd section an amendment 
woe proposed " to make the individual property of each Stockholder liable for the debt of tha 
carpOKatioH," On thia motion the etruggle took place^ as the advocates of the Bill knew that if 
it were sustained there was an end to the Bill, as THE ONLY OBJECT CONTEMPLATED 
BY B^mG INCORPORATED WOULD BE DEFEATED. The discussion continued aU 
Saturday — the excitement was greater than on any question which has arisen this session. Tb» 
advocates of the Bill urged every consideration that men could express ; but all to no purpose. 
The arguments of the opponents to the Bill were, that we had an interest too valuable for any 
set of men in this state, and to induce capitalists to work it by giving an act of incorporation 
would be to make us dangerous to the State, d&c. Such stuff never before issued from the month 
of man. The yeas and nays on the motion were called, and it was sustained by a majority of 
three votes. This small majority (there being 76 Senators) inspired the friends of the Bill with 
the hope of ultimate 'success — they moved for an immediate adjournment, which was carried by 
a majority of one. Saturday night and Sunday were consumed by the mutual efforts of the 
friends and opponents of the Bill in canvassing for and against it. Monday morning we felt «e- 
cwre^asmanyae SEVEN MEMBERS HAVING BEEN GAINED OVER; when UhoU! 
letters were received by a number of the members of both Houses from their constituents, pra^ 
testing against their extending legislative protection to us. By the rules of the House, ever$ 
Bill has to he puUished for a certain time previously to a third reading ; and thus our effort 
was made known to the people, who instead of regarding the matter in its true light determined 
that we were going to swallow them alive. These letters determined the fate of our Bill. The 
whole of Monday (this day) has been consumed by the intelligent members (about twenty out of 

the whole number) in contending against prejudice, ignorance, and the d t foUy ever ex- 

hibited in a Senate Chamber; but all in vain ; and I have just strength enough after the fatigue 
of the day to write you this much. Berrien is writing the fate of the Bill to Mr. Bolton. * « * * 
Or. Baber, one of the most intelligent members of the Senate and one of the most active sd« 
vocates of our Act, will write you from time to time as to any thing that may arise hereafter 
upon the subject of our Bill. / leave this infernal place fo-morrow morning. Arnold left here 
for PoTOSi some few days since. I wrote you about the title to the Keith Mine — that it was 
There is no difficulty about title to any of our lots, and thank God for this .' for I helisTfe 
otherwise that this rascally apology for a Legislature would take them away if they could. 
««««««! f,^Y^ tgii yQy ^g( ^y g^y Qj^g Qj yQj^ ^g^ ffggj^ ,'^ ijig situation I have been in 

this worse than Purjgatory, you would express no such surprise. I have not written to my 
wife nor my partner. » * « « a Mr. Dickson has submitted to me the plan the English have 
adopted to work mines in Mexico, where they have no incorporations ; I will submit the same 
when I next write you. TO INDUCE THE ASSES HERE WHO BRAY FOR THE 
PUBLIC at the expense of |(4 per diem, to pass our Bill, everything was given up, " and a 
tax of two per centum on the nett profits, nay Jive per centum was offered.** We asked simply 
to be a corporate body, and this they denied ! I should suppose that sympathy alone would have 
induced the majority to vote for corporations, inasmuch a.« there is a marvellous resemblance 
between them — they are * bodies without souls.' * * * * They can't touch us as individuals— 
as such, thank God ! we have the federal constitution to protect us. Write to the Hon. Am- 
brose Baber, thanking him, &c., and state whether you will have an act if the private property is 
made liable. We think it would be worse than useless, &,c, 

(2 o'clock, A. M., 28 Nov., 1831.) M. H. McALLISTER. 



Van Bwren in London — Evaporation of Anti-Masonry — the Reform Bill — the Cholera, 

[No. 211.1 M. Van Buren, American Minister, to Jesse Hoyt, at N. York. 

London, Dec. 14, 1831. — My Dear Sir : I thank you kindly for your attention in sending me 
the newspapers. Ilie result in New York is truly gratifying, and cannot fail to have a decided 
and auspicious effect upon the character of the next session of Congress. It is to be hoped that 
the utter hopelessness of their cause will induce the opposition to withhold a portion at least of 
their wonted opposition to the measures of the general administration, and to give the Old Chief 
a fair chance in his zealous labours to advance the interest of the country. 

I was not at all disappointed at the result in New York, AS THE TIME HAD OBVIOUS- 
LY ARRIVED FOR THE EVAPORATION OF ANTI-MASONRY. 

There is nothing new here that you will not find in the papers. The Reform Bill will, with- 
out doubt, pass by or without a creation of Peers, as circumstances may require. We have been 
in constant dread of the Cholera, but notwithstanding that the danger has increased, habit has 
I oqr fingnk ^[Us dty is, I have no doubt, as yet entirely exempt from the malignant anl 



iSO tiniBB, CAimBLIXA, TB8 A98, MeLAlCB ATO THS BtSSOM. 

(ata) disArder. My health, nnd convequently my spirits, have not been bettf^r for many yaan. 
Oar situation is very coiiifuruioie (always (-aving its euoriiuuH expenaea) and the Town ia AtU Oi 
objeets of intense interesi~-aiiimate anJ inanimate. Remember me kindly to Mra. Huyt, and 
btlicve me to be, Very iruly, yours, M. VAN BUR£N. 

McLant*8 Treasury Report condtmned — the Lords and Bishops, 
[No. 212.] C. C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Washington, 29th Dec, 1831. — Dear iluyt : 1 hsve yours with the papers. We have strangta 
liMona about sucii cases — I mean we iMwyers, What ihe committee may think about it, 1 don't 
know— I will get along as well as 1 can with it, and hope for the best. It's lucky you sent a 
petition in a decent hand-writing, or 1 should never have known what you wanted. Ten yean 
ago the case would have been rejected. 1 have hopes now, as we have reversed some c»f the old 
principles. 

The Treasury Reportt is as bad as it possibly can be — a new version of Alexander Hamil- 
ton's two reports on a National Bank and manufactures, and totally unsuited to this age of de» 
mocracy and reform. The battle on these grounds has not yet begun — rr will ao UKE wild- 

FUtfi WUEN WE COMMENCE OUR WAR AGAINST THE LoRDS AND BiSHOPS. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELEKG. 

The Friar's jump over ihe Ass^^the Courier and Enquirnr, 
[No. 213.1 C. C. Cambreleng to J. H.>yt. Washtnoton, 29th Dec, 1831.— Dear H. : 
I am quite amused with the new Bank convert,! the Courier and Enquirer — it reminds me of 
the Friar who was trying to mount an Ass. After jumping up two or three times without suCf 
oeas, he put up a fervent prayer to the Virgin Mary— jumped again, and went entirely over to 
the other aide — the Virgin wus too kind. Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

The Debenture case — Lawyers* Justice, 
[No. 214.] C. C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. * 

Washington, 3d January, 1832. — Dear H : Idare say you are surprised that there should 

be any doubt about I and McJ*8 case — but you will cease to doubt when 1 tell you that for twen. 
ty years the debentures were forfeited because the oath was not taken within the ten days ! 
This was Lawyers' justice — but men of common sense took np the subject about five years ago, 
and reversed all the old decisions, and granted relief in all such cases for thirty years back. 
Tours is a new case, and I don't know whsU queer notions the Lawyers moy hiive about. I 
hope I shall get along with it. I may report a bill to-morrow morning, if I get the consent of 
our committee. If I get it from Smith when I go home, I will send you the $750. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 215.] C. C. Cambreleng, to Jesse Hoyt. Washington 7, Jan., 1832. 

Dtir H — I have your letter — ^W, right — and will go right. Why does not Glover hand over 
the (2000 to Bucknor ? I thought it was paid a month ago. I wish you would say to Mr. Cod- 
diiigton that Bucknor has not yet received one cent from Mr. Jackson~he talks of paying $175 
•—but nothing was paid on the 5th unless on that day. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Csitmsl Wehb spurns Poor Devils who sell themselves fur Office — is independent of Jackson and 
the Regency — but the warmest friend of Jackson and Van Burew^A hint to BLaiV'-Aikts 
Jssse — but away with Parasites ! 

[No. 216.] Colonel JamHS Watson Webb, to Jesse Hoyt, at Washington. 

Office of the Courier and Enquirer, New York, January 19th, 1832. 
Dear Sir — Yours of the 16ih has just been received, and has been taken as it was meant; 
yet, permit me to add, it has not had any influence upon the course 1 intend to pursue. 

If my course has disgusted every honest friend of the President, that is, every Poor Devil 

WHO IS WILLING TO SELL HIS INDEPENDENCE FOR AN OFFICE, why SO be it. 

You know, as you ought to know, that I am not to be driven from any course I consider cor- 
rect, even if the friends of General Jackson should attempt it, or professed friends of my own, 
write, or procure to be written, articles in the Globe interfering between us and the AR6t7S. 

If, as you say, my " friends are fast falling off" in Washington, and you have been made then* 
confidant, please tell them that I do not value such friendship a rush, and no matter what their 
•tations are, whether high or low, they are most welcome to pursue such a course as to them 
•eems proper. 

Thank God I am independent of General Jackson, and those who would fain have the world 
♦ By Louifl M'Lane, who succeeded Mr. Ingham as Secretory, id Ju"e, 1831. 

i In a Utter to Hovt, Feb ]3th, 1838, it is stated that a credit for $50,000. .-r apwardt, had been $ivn to Meafrt. 
Webb it Noah, by the u- S. Baak. on a note or notes drawn by the runner and •ndoiasd^v thftUttar. UoHksA 
vary aulj ostiea of thU (7. 8. Bank loan, and aif«l Cambnlang to probe It in Cknfiiis, wkfeh ba did. 



WBBB OK TAN BVtlK— CAXBtVtSSTO ON TRt BAKV. Ml 

b^Hete they litTe the keeping of his coneeienee— and ir I em not--if my daily hmd for nytelf * 
and &mily depended upon trucke/ling to his friends — to (he Argus and its coterie of would be 
great men, you should know enough of me to believe thnt 1 would do what I thought correct. 

/ would like to art on individual in the United Staten designated, WHO IS MOKE HON. 
ESTLY and DISINTERBSTBDLY ATTACHED TO VAN BUREN AND liENERAL 
JACKSON THAN MYSELF. 

SUCH AN ONE CANNOT BE FOUND— nnd yet I am to be told, that because I presum* 
to think for myself, and argue from appearanceo when facts are withheld* I * disgust every honeaC 
friend of the President' — that my friends * are fast falling off,* &c. &c. This is fheer noneeDfle« 
and I must say you are the last man from whom I expected such idle and ridiculous threato. 

In plain terms, those who are offended with our [Webb & Noah's] c-ourse, have only to get 
pleased in the way that is most convenient to them — and so I will tell them PERSONALLY within 
ten days — and so you may tell them now if you please. Indeed, as you have been made the orgaa 
of communicating the 'dingust* 1 have inspired, and the * falling off* of their friendship, it may 
be as well to show them this letter, which I would not have the slightest objection to publish in 
our columns. It contains my true sentiments, and you are at liberty to use it as yon please. 

Yours has been BURNT. 

By wsy of newa I can inform yon, that we have not yet done with the Argus, and it moy be 
as well for Mr. Blair to let us row our own boat. 

When we want Ate interference we will ask it — hut until then, he had better not yield to tb« 
requests of those who would sacrifice all personal independence to party subserviency. 

Do not imagine me of&nded at what you have written. Not so. 1 appreciate your motive, 
and thank you for your kind intention, but I feel mortified to think you should know so little of 
my true character as to auppose that such a letter as yours could have any other effect thnn to 
mske me despise more than I now do, THOSE WHOSE GOD IS OFFICE, and whose Ind§* 
pendence it iht nod or beck of those in power. 

Sincerely your Friend, JAS. WATSON WEBB. 

The Workies, Cambreleng, and the friends of the Bank, 
[No. 217.] [Private.] C. C. Cambreleng to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
"WASHtNGTow, 5th Feb., 1832. — Dear H. : I received to-day the memorial in favor of the Bank 
of the United States — it is signed by a host — said to be principally the friends of the Adminis* 
tration, but / have looked over the list. Our friends should be up and doing. This is forward- 
ed to our delegation in a letter signed by Gideon Lee, Meigs D. Benjamin, Dudley Seld^n and 
William Neilson. It rays the memorial originated with the supporters of the present admiuif- 
tration. * Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

P. S. I presume it is signed by every merchant who keeps an account at the Bank. 

[No. 218.] [Private.] Washington, Feb. 6, 1832.— Dear H. : Get the Workies to be up 
and doing on the U. S. B. question. They are democrats in principle. 

Very truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

CoUnd Webb, the Champion of Van Buren and the United States Bank — his Card — Hoffinan^ 
Angel, Bergen, Soufe, Clement, Poindexter — Moore, a dirty fellow — Woftld Croswell fight 
for Van Buren ? — Webb would — Webb gets a new light, like the Compiler of this book, 

[No. 219.] Col. James Wnf»»on Webb, to Jesse Iloyt, New York. 

City of Washington, Feb. 12. [1832.] Sunday Night.— Dear Hoyt : I HAVE AN ITCH- 

INGTO GET HOLD OF THE D D RASCALS THAT VOTED AGAINST VAN 

BUREN,t and you will perceive by MY * CARD* that I have a prospect ahead. Hoffman, An» 

t Tn 1K)S, Col. Webb, the friend of Marev nnd the United States Rank, is rendv to tpill his life's klnnd for Ven 
Buren. More thnn eleven year* elapse, rriendu become enemies, nnd Webb thus desrribes Ms old id I, in rhe 
Cour. ^ Rvq., of Bept. 16. 184.3. " United to the most implic t confidence in the g-uf/ibilttp of the people nnd th» 
siinrefs of political monasremfnt. Mr. Van HrxEif iinfuitiinntely posoeMe* f rent pernonal vnniiy. Fie Is vnin 4if 
his person. T«in of his dreM nnd addreM. vain of his iofliieni*e with the Indies, vain of h\n aritrtncrntic associntioM 
and his elevntion above what he cunHders the vulvar herd fnim which he sprnnfr — and nbove all. vnin of h^s |m»- 
litical management nnd his ability to obtain bv intriffiie nnd Hne)i!>e whnt others oin on'y nrcomplihh through 
ereat public services and nn honest devotion to the welfare of the ]>ublic. And this vanity, has been the cau^e of 
nis political dAMritrtion. 

We know Mr. Van Rurkn quite ns well as nnv other person in the Ignited Ptates. We understand prec'i«lv tbe 
extent nf his gmtitiidefor services rendered, and his appreciation of lhof>e who have liternlly mnde him whnt he >«. 
We know precisely how fir he will |ro to court, the friendchip of those who have it in the'r jiower to rerve him. and 
the c^ld blooded delih^ration with which he will cive up thr#e who hf ve done more for h-m thnn he ever ci uld do 
for himself, if hv the secrifiee he supposes it possible to increase his politinni cnpitnl. We know. I>ersiise we have 
witnessed his utter henrtlessness. his disfustinf selfishness, and his habitual snnerinvHt grntinidefor lersimul or |)o. 
liticalftivors We well understand his theory that nil mankind are self1^h — that hrnor nnd mairnaniniitv in rhmi, 
but partienlerly in politicians, is the dream ofvoulh — end that he who would pros|)er either in private or publie 
IMe, must early arrive at the connbiSMin thntyWffrd« are only to be v^ed not rared for. We km w that from tlie day 
be took Aaron Kukr as his model for his manners, and made everv movement of his hands nnd liodv^every ex- 
pfeashm of bis face and everv intonation nf iiis voice — conform as farns poss ble toth<se of his tmv idfal. he at tbe 
i t0 Boakt bis jirmetke iu nil th« afikirs of lift eonfofia io like nttnoer to bis graitt iduL'* 



MS WIBB, WITH HIS ARXOTTR OV9 (HT PIOHTIKa PITSLS FOS VAN BtTESlf^ 

gel, Beigeo and Sonle are the roemben wfaoee namee 1*11 give theee fighting fSenaton j but at 
the aitne time, Til inform them that they are only reeponuble for the fact that Clement did make 
the communication 10 them which 1 mentioned. Coiiat quently, IF TIIGY WISH A FIGHT ; 
•r rather, if they do not wish to be the laughing stock of the nation, ONK OF TH£M MUST 
CB ALLGNG£ me. Moore is a dirty fellow, and if I can, lU get hold of Poindexter ; but aa 
theaaymg is, * half a loaf is better than no bread,' and I*ll be content with either. Yourfritnd 
Onnoell says t/iat Pm an enemy to Van Buren. Quere.— WOULD (p-HE FIGHT FOR HIM 7 

By the bye, have you written to Lynn on the subject I mentioned 7 

Your friend, JA*S WATSON WEBB. 

P. S. Marcy, the President, and all his fiiends, think the people in Albany mad in talking 
cff making V. B. [Van Buren] Governor, aa if New York canmake amends for an insult qfered 
iffntrtsen States of the Union I Marcy has written to them, and you should d6 ao too. 

WEBB. 
Colonel Webb's Card, referred to above. 
A CARD. 
Washin&ton City, Gadsby's Hotel, February 11, 1832. 

In " A Card" published in the National Intelligencer and United States Telegraph this day, 
Got. Poindexter of Mississippi, and Gov. Moore of Alabama — both, members of the Senate of 
the United Stales — charge the Surveyor of the Port of New York, [M. M. Noah,] with writing 
the article 'which appeared in the editorial columns of the New York Courier and Enquirer on 
the 7th inat., and of which the following is an extract : [Here foUowu the exn-act.] 

The undeiaigned does not deem it necessary to comment upon the undignified character of 
die ** Card" of the Honorable Senators, but begs leave respectfully to assure them, that the en- 
tire article referred to, was written by him, and forwarded for publication from tfaia city. Tiie 
two material facts alleged in that article, hre-^first, that the disclosures said to have been made 
by Mr. Van Buren to Clement, were, according to Clement's own admission, made at his first 
interview with Mr. Van Buren, which was purely accidental and never but once repeated. Se- 
cond, that Clement had asserted that Gov. Poindexter and Gov. Moore otkred to fiimiah him 
with funds for the establishment of a newspaper in the State of Mississippi. These two charges 
an now repeated — they are susceptible of proof at any moment, and for their truth, as well aa 
for whatever opinions or sentiments are contained in the artkile alluded to, the undersigned 
holda himself personally responsible. He would further inform these honorable Senatcus, that 
itm members of Congress from New York referred to in the foregoing extract, do not seek con- 
cealment ** behind'' a " dark curtain," and that an application to the undersigned for their names, 
•rfor any other purpose, <* will meet with the most prompt and respectful attention fi-om" their 

Obedient servant, JAMES WATSON WEBB. 

fyaae HUVs Speech — how to make capital out of Clcty's quArrel — Tibbett^ very good plan of a 

Bank — Who shall we make Governor? — Tariffs — taking care of the Mammoth — Following 

the Bostonians for a new TI, S, Bank. 

[Three letters, C. C. Cambreleng, to Jeaae Hoyt at New York.] 
[No. 219.] Washington, 12th Feb., 1832. 

Dear H. — Mr. Hill's speech will go all over the Union — that notices Clay's attack upon Mr. 
OtUatin in the best possible manner — ^it drives it home upon him. His quarrel, too, with G^en- 
and Smith you will have seen — that ought to be noticed conspicuously. He is one of our revo- 
lotionary Heroes, upwards of 80— one who gallantly defended what was then called Mud Fort 
on the Delaware, when attacked by a British squadron. 

With regard to the Bank it is not worth while to have any public meeting about — a remon- 
strance against it is enough — I don't think the debate will come up for a month — ^M*. Ttbheto 
mmt me A VERY GOOD PLAN OF A BANK— which I have returned. Ask him to send me 
ft copy of it. * Very sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

* While this unprincipled confederate of Van Buren, thai secreetly acknowledged to Hoyt his desire for a United 
States Bank, (see also bis letter of the 16th, with its artful hinU) he thns publicly reprobated it, to pay court to the 
ysatj who had (grasped the public treasure as political and personal plunder : 

[Extracts from his speech, in Congress, of Jan. 14, 1834.J 

" Of all the cnrrencies that were erer contrived by man, the most vicious in principle, the most calanaitoiis in ite 
eflhets upon trade, the most detrimental to the public interest, and the most unsale, as it re s pects the preservation of a 
MetalUe currency, is that which is founded on the credit of a national bonk, not only eonneeted with the finances 
ef a government, but like ours, involved in all the fluctuations of every species of eoasiaereial credit and deaMng 
Ib tUin upon a national scale." 

** It is a common opinion, too, that a national bank prevents the multiplication of State hanks. It may be so, sir ; 
Wt if it is. it is contrary to princinle, and in this country and in England contradicted by experience. It is tme that 
kainedbtely upon a dissolution of a national bank, there will be, as Che gentleman from Pennsylvania has shown, 
•B «siisual number of applications for i3tate institutions ; but in a long series of years, the tendency of a national 
Wak note currency is more powerful than all o«r local eirenlatioos, in eonitantly impelling tnda, bimking, and 
•fwy qieeics of credit and speculation beyond those prudent limits, which, without the agency of such aa iaatitiH 
Mai^ »vmA/ ommZ/^ ibe/MaMaib«l by the aaaoal aad itSMlj aeeoffltthttioB of ti^ 



AIK fOR A mV7 NATIONAL BANx! nOTT k, NOAH HELPING BLAIR. StS 

rNo. 990.] WASimwTOir, 14th Feb., 1839. Dear H.— The knowing ones at Atbmf 

merely wish to manceavre a little about the Governor to get a change. That is as I sutpeet, \ 
I have written Wright, Edwards, and Flagg — Croswell, I wrote him ^so. We shall not get ct ■■ 
THE Bank for 4- weeks — at least I should think not. The more we discuss it the stronger we ^^ 
shall become. McDuffie*8, aUas Calhoun's, Tariff*, is on one extreme — Clay's on t'other. The ^ 
Gentleman who wrote Mr. Mumford is not our friend — He is of the Sutherlfind achnol. * 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 921.] Washington, 16th Feb., 1889. 

Dear H. — I return you the letter-^Judge Clayton of Georgia has a resolution prepared md 
will offer it as soon as he can — it will cover the object in view — I shall see the President to- 
night — who hss a confidential director on the spot. You need not fear but what we shall taka 
care of the Mammoth in some way or other — I think ON REFLECTION that it wovJdbe veil 
enough to let the plan Mr. Tibbeti had in view alone for the present. Let them follow the 
Boetoniano and Portland people in aeking for a new hank from the federal government — 
but on the plan they propose — this is on the whole better than to $et vp for ourselves, which 
might be made use of by the Pennsylvanians against us, here and elsewhere — We can bring 
forward a State hank next year — ^mention this to Mr. Tibbets. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG; 

I did not know before why that paper was so bitter against Van Boren. 

Subsidizing the Press in eamest^—Frtmeis P, Blair of the Globe, set up as an Bditsf for Vtm 

Buren, by Officers of the Custom House and Post Office of New York, 

[No. 922.] New Yohic, Saturday, 18th Fehratry, 1839. 

To Jesse Hoyt — M, M. Noah — Samuel Gouvcmeur — Walter Bowne — William P. Haliett— 

Samuel Swartwout — Cornelius W. Lawrence — James A. Hamilton, and others. 

Gentlemen — When F. P. Blair, Esq. was in this city, you each subscribed a certain amount^ 
for the purpose of furnishing him with a Printing Press. 

At the meeting of his friends on that occasion, the subscription was short Sf the amount ie> 
quired — ^but I well recollect the Pledge you made — which was — that the Press should be far- 
nished and paid for — and that he might rest assured of its being forwarded as soon as it could 
be procured. The press has been sent to Mr. Blair, under the direction of some of the sobwri- 
hers-— and |(1370 paid on account of it — the balance due the maker is ^652 50 cents, for whieh 
he has commenced suit against me. As I did not either contract with, or have any thing to do 
with Mr. Hoe, the maker of the Press, except my exertions in collecting the subscriptions, and 
paying them over, I shall of course resist the payment of it. It appears to me that this mkner 
ought not to be subjected to an investigation in a Court of Justice. Mr. Hoe should be paid for 
the Press — and I think the gentlemen who pledged themselves to Mr. Blair, are in honor boumi^ 
to pay immediate attention to the subject. I therefore suggest that you meet for the purpose, 
at the Bank Coffee House, on Tuesday evening at 7 o clock. 

Yours very respectfully, DANIEL JACKSON.t 

He eoncluded by saying — " do not entail upon posterity the calamitieiof a national bank note currency, and lay 
the fonndntlon of another revolution in yonr government." 

We find in the New York Advertlaer, tbe following account of Tibbet«'s " vbrt aooo PliAit of a. bark,** wUeh 
Cambreleng secretly dceired and publicly denounced : 

" Spltndid Bank Project —We observe an advertisement in the papers signed by " Elisha Tibbets, for him« 
■elf and Associates.*' giving notice of an application to be mnde to the Leinslatnre of this State at its present ses- 
ffion, for a bank wHh a capital of thirty five millions, to be locoteil in this city, and to be known by the name of the 
" Natiood Union Bank.*' As the plan is somewhat new, and may, perhaps, if adopted, save Congress the tnrable 
of re-chartering the present Bank of the United States, by presenting an institution to which there are no eonttiCa- 
tlonal obfectlons, we hasten to make our readers acquainted with the project. It will be seen that it rant on all 
fonn with the Bank of the United States. 

Firat—The charter is to take effect on the termination of the present charter of the U. S. Bank, and to last thirty- 
five yeors. Aeeend— Branches shall be established in each State of the Union, with the consent of its Legialatnre, 
and the citizens of such State shall be exclusively entitled to subscribe for the stock. 7%ird— All notn for circnla- 
tion shnll be issued by the Mother Bank nt New York, and made payable there. They are not to exceed the amoimt 
of tB[Att\. Fnrtk'-^he Bank is to collect and tramtmit the funds and revenue of the general government on the 
requisition of the Seeretary of the Treasury, and allow three percent, on all government deposits, on conditiefHthat 
the notes of the Bank be received in payments to the United States. F^fth— The capital of this Bank is to he lin- 
ble to tazea in the State* whom the branches are located. Sixth— The SUtes which shall authorise branches nay 
put an end to the same on three vears notice, and on authorizing the Mother Bank to make an arrangement witk 
tfie State Banks for transacting the business of the United States. 

'^See No. 93, page 183, Dr. Joel B. Sutherland. 

t Daniel Jackson, chief-beggar for Blair, and one of Van Bnren's greedy spoilsmen, is thus described hy Legfvtt 
m his Plaindealer, Jan. 1837.—*' There is at this very moment, a striking specimen of this class of political opium- 
eaters standing at the counter of the Albany manufacturers of the drug, ond hedging f«»r one more dose of thest<n- 
nlating nareotick This unfortunate political opium-eater is Mr. Dmii^ Jackson, who has lonr been in the habit 
of taking this species of nervous excitement. The drug which he is petitioning for, with all the humble eameitBaiS 
of a beggar at a bolted door. Is known by the name of Special Charter.'* 

Again I^ggett says, page 598 :— " These are the leading spirita»tbe smooth, sir. and supple, and plausible QMsoa 
If^jJPf ^kjwiid-miHithed Daniel Jaekson-ef the monopoly eliquo of whtek the 7«Mt b Imt tU fsittla oeha.** 
DaMMdMantptnmiledl^, *« We mnt and win Jmve a m&mU baO.** 
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CambriUng to Hoyt on Fish, Root, Angel and the Bank. 
[No. 223 ] Wa«hin9Ton, I4rh March, lc^32. Dear H.— You ought not to uppoint any 
repreBeiitutive in Congress. We bhull be in the midst of Tariff, Bunii, &c., and can't go— talie 
good, bo.iesi, and 8iaunc»i men — send such men as Mr. [Prc>enred] Fish. Our Friend S— , 
whose letter you read when here, is in a great fidget because he did not see his memorial in 
favor i>( the Bank of the U. S. announced in the paper. I had that important event rvgularly 
announced! Root will not trouble us much longer. Angel [of N. Y.) hammered him with* 
Ottl gloves — he bad nobody to defeud him but an anii-mas<in. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELCNG. 

Ih Hoyi on Wehh and Noah*i " sincere attachment to the cauet of Mr, Van Buren " — they put 
Jul ward a bad candidate-^Root goes for the pewter mug — Wickl\ffe and Daniels, enemies of 
Jackaoa — the Bank, 

[No. 224] Private. • WASHrN&TON, 15th March, 1832. 

PcAR U. — 1 never doubted the sincere attachment of the Editors of the Courier and Enquirer 
to the cauae of Mr. Van Buren, the President and our party generally — but the course they pur- 
sue in relaiion to General Root, is calculated to injure ihe cause of the administration. <i care 
not for ihe quarrel wiih the Argus — or who may be our next Governor — that matter will be no 
doubt amicauly adjusted — but 1 do care about putting forward a candidate who is as much 
opposed to ibis administration aa> Joel B. Sutherland t and his votes will prove it, as they have 
done already. He and Pitcher vote Hniformly with the opposition — and Root yesterday denounced 
Tamtnany Hall, and went openly for the Pewter Mug. Another course is purdiied which they 
will find in the end will be highly injurious to the President — that is, pressing the Bank bill upon 
him at this session with a moral certainty that if it reaches him the obligation of public duty 
will compel him to return it — as entirely premature — four years before the charter expires. The 
charter of the Bank of England expires next year and has not yet been renewed— the charter of 
the East India Company was not renewed till one year before it expired — three-fourths of the 
President's friends are opposed to the Bank — and he can never under such circumstances, do 
otherwise than to send the bill back — if he had no other motive, the adjustment of the tariff and 
the extinguishment of the public debt — both occurring before the charter expires — are alone suf- 
ficient. It is the enemies of the President, such as Branch, Wickliffe, Daniel, &c., &c., united 
with the friends of the Bank, who are determined to send this bill to him, expecting to do him an 
injury, and kill the bank too— i^AtcA its friends are certainly doing by pressing it now. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Lessons on the proper use of Coi^fidential Letters on Polities, 
[No. 225] Mr. Cambreleng's views of the sanctity of confidential correspondence, may be 
rradily inferred from the contents of the following letter, marked " private,*' addressed to his 
friend, Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York, from Washington, and dated May 1.9th, 1832. 

•* Dear H : I huve seen a copy of W 's PRIVATE letter to Clayton. It is a de- 
liberate BUT CONFIDENTIAL attack on me, and was designed to coax the Judge to favor 
bim, which was of course repelled. W — asked to have the letter returned — ^it was so— 6ttf what 
IT— does not know-^the Judge took a copv of it. IT'S A ROD IN PICKLE, and will ex- 
poie some small contradictions of his present statements, and show some little duplicity. The 
Judge can tell him that he found my statement of the Webb and Noah case too nriodcrate, and 
that he wrote it over himself. Don't mention about the letter to Clayton— Ae will probably pub- 
U»h it. The Bank will come up in the Senate next week — it woa*t disturb us before the middle 
of June. Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG." 

Jhritate Arrangements for Nominating a Party Governor^ four months before a Convention of 

the People was called, 
[No. 226.] Senator Marcy to Jesse Hoyt at New York. — ^Washthotow, Semite Chamber, 
May 26, 1832. — Mv Dear Sir: I have received your several letters, and feel much obliged to 
yoa for the inteivst you have taken in the matter. Our friends from Albany are here now, and 
I am to have a full conversation with some of them on the matter to which our correspondence 
relates. I have no doubt they have cooled a great deal since they left home. I will give you 
ihortly the result of our interview, which will take place to-morrow. J 

Yours sincerely, W. L. MARCY 

t tSee tome pirtieular* about the rsdoubtable Dr. Sutherland in No. 91 of this correspondence. 

t Colonel Young, who was for Henry Clay in 1824. presided at the Herkfnier Conrention, which nominatea 
lUrey «« (ioveroor, Sept. 19. 1833. Who did the Colonel support for the Presldenev in 1838 1 In 18i3S he wrote 
a Hsanblet to preve that state bank charters are cooatutional, and a national baaa oharter aot so ; nejtt bought 
tUstock of state banks on s|ieeulatioD, and thus beeoma oaee mora oo active eon Adan\te uf Van BoMtt. Oaegieat 
^Oeuliy ia the way of a sudooMful DenoeraUe gefemiMat is improiMr syHini m imWuneiW* I Mi pie- 
'mmi iofivf that eteo that of BejUod h mntk men Ptaweratio Ihan mvh 
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How the Party Fres* prepares the Party to nominate a Candidate who hag settled certain f um. 
tionjt with the Paity Leaders and Tiading Poiiticiane, 
[No. 227.] Senator Marey lo Jt-aee H -yt, at N. Y.— Washington, 3d June, [1832.] 

My Dsak Sir : 1 have been hhainefully negligent of tny promise t.i )ou in relation tu ib« re- 
Bolt of the interview with my Albany friends. I hnped U be able to convince them ihat it was 
right and proper for me to Hdhere lu the dettrminuiion which I h-td communicaied to Cr swell; 
but i failed in doing so. They convinced nie ihut there were more diHicutties atiending the ae* 
lection of a proper candidate than bad presented ibenifrelves to me. The result was that 1 nm 
not to persist in declining now, but urn lo be let alone il it can be done — as I ihink it may with- 
out injury to the party .t It wt>uld st em to imply (ii i( cannot be) tbut I utii a mighty cunsequen- 
tial fellow. You or any body else may think so if you will, but 1 do not. 

Webb has not modified and published your at tides. 8o long time has ngw elapsed, and the 
fever of those who called fur ine tt» come out has so much subsided, that piobabty uothing more 
will be said by hitn. How stand affairs in N. Y.? 

There is a gre it effort making we learn by the manufacturing interest to get up an excitement 
on the Tariff— our friends from Albany and elsewhere thought it would not hucceed. Bodies of 
manufacturers are flocking in here, and they uppear about AS CRAZY AS THE I^ULLX- 
Fi£RS— -I thiuk iHe extremes wiU unite and deleat all attempts at compromise. 

Yours, «tc. W. L. MARCY. 



No. 228.] Senator Marcy to Jesiie Hoyi, at New York. — Washingtok, Saturday, 
[1832.] (The date, signature, and a few words of the conclusion, torn off.) — Dear Sir: I have 
this morning received u note from Webb, and I learn from the tenor of it that you had written 
to him on the subject which engaged us in two or three conveisations. I find that our opinions 
of him were perfectly correct. Attucked as he is on all sides he is willing to attend to others ae 
well as himself 1 find my intimation to you is well founded that Bennett had been too sanguine 
in the matter referred to and had understood from me more than I intended to convey. Webb 
has undoubtedly every disposition to put things right and he ought to bd permitted to do so to a 
certain extent in his own way — I have had lull conversations with you and from them you can 
make to him such suggestions as will apprise him oi my views4 He may think I ought to write 

tCoIonsI Webb remarks on theM letters, that " bein^ the friend of W. L. Marcy, and entertaining the most 
sovereign eontem|it of the Albany Regency, he placed Mr. Marcy's name at the head of his culumits fur <>overflor, 
in defiance ij€ the intrigues of me Regency to defeat his nuiniiiatiun. The Editor of the Argus (Cruswell) %a4 
simiUr tools, urged upon Senator Marcy to authorise them to declare that he had not c'>nnived ot or sanctittne4 

our course. He refused to do so The |)er8onol relations between Governor Mnrcy and us (Mr. Webb) 

have never been interrupted, although the Argus did abuse him for dining with us immediately after his eleetioa 
ia 1838. 

Leggett joined Croswell in denouncing Marcy for dining with Webb. I copy hit remarks from the Ptaindealer, 
vol. I. page 450, June 17, 1837. omitting LeggvtVs harsh epithets, as uncalled for here. 

" About the time it became i(n(iwn that the United ::jttttes Hank had purchased [Colonel Webb*s influefies,'as 
editor of the C. k. E.J and while the newspapers were st.ll rinsring with the story, it was duly chronicled that ilav 
ernor Marcy bad been entertained at a private dinner by [the Colonel j .... He (Murcy) is a weak, cringing Mde- 
cisive man .... the mere tool of a monopoly junto, their convenient instrument: and while hegivM hfssanetioii 
to their unworthy measures, we survey htm with contempt, and can offer do better excuse for hirconduct than that 
* his poverty and not his will consents.* ** 

X On the 18th of August, 1832, Colonel Webb dissolved partnership with M. M. Noah, and became sole owner 
of the Cour. and £nq. On the 6th of Oct. that year, he addressed the public thro* his Journal, stating that lo Nov. 
1828, an article against rechartering the LT S. Bank had been surreptitiuuslv pubtished in his paper — that neit 
month Jackson came out with a similar paragraph in his message — that, befieving the IJ. S. B. to be a |H)litical 
machine, he asteoted to the attacks made on it in the Courier and Enquirer, from Nov. 1830, until March 183)— 
16 inonthn — after which he advocated a modified recharter, believing that the Bank had not meddled in guvsm* 
roent affairs. The loan obtained by Silas E. Burrows from the U. S. Bank, of $15,000. fur Noah, Webb, or some 
one of them, was in March 1831, the month in which the Courier and Enquirer changed its course. I uresnme the 
ba/iks which were struggling^ for the deimsites and the power, would have lent Webb and Noah, witn 9500 sdIh 
scribers, a large sum to continue to advocate the Safety Fund, the Deposites, and no re-charter^and if so, Wtbb, 
as an advocate, chose his side. , Marcy could not have been very strung on the other tack, for the above letters 
show that he was in close political alliance with Webb till the fall of that year. James Gordon Bennett, who was, 
in 1832, the Washington correspondent of Webb and Noah's press, gives, in his UercUd, (Sept. 96, 1845,) tlw fol- 
lowing version of his intercourse with Marcy about his nomination as C^overtior : 

" In 1832, during the session of Congress, I was at Washington as one of the editors of the Courier and £is- 
quirer, enjoying the confidence of the |>arMr and all concerned, and corresponding with that jonrmil. Mr. Marcy 
was then a member of the Senate. I had frequent personal intercourse with him on politics ah>ne. * ♦ ♦ •• • 
During that session I used to see Mr. Marcy ^ilmost every day. In the course of conversation, one day. during a 
walk np Pennsylvania Avenue, to which he invitid me, I found that the Senator had something henvy on his 
mind, which he wished to disclose. I discovered that the heavy business on the heart of the Sentrtor was a de*ti« 
to be bronght forth in the columns of tiie Ceurier and Enquirer as a cnndidnte for the gubernatorial chair of New 
York in anticipation of theConvedtioo of ttie party, to lie heki in Herkimer in the fall. We discussed the nratter 
in all its aspects fur sevenil weeks. I concluded that it would \* a famous movement for the Courier and Eh" 
quiror, and uartieularly (br my friend Webb to take up, ns he was in rather an awkward predlcnineot In relirtioa 
to the party, growing out of the disclosures about Uie $53,000 affair of the United States Bunk, which had bees 
previously "broughi out by Gambreieng. In this view of the case. I commenced a seriee of private letters, eddri m i l 
fo Mr. Wtbb, Mating aUtM««iw«'ofilMcaee— Senator Marcv*s o|>inion»^h« fweHion «f W«M» himself tfad-ih^Mati- 
rsMi ttofMiaiit«wMMWi»«MWiaff>th9 Cbitrw^ mnd Eafiitror %m ehmltalat* the JhvuM awl *lliS ifftatV* <o« 
OMirvwBfTOMd. Thmm kttsis oslmisd a variety of the vwwt com»uaicats4l» wm^m li m i psi Hi fiynt>r 
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to him— -and 80 I should perhaps — but I have two reasons for not doing so— the one is that If I 
should go over the whole matter as I did with you in conversation it would make a prodigiously 
long letter, and I am too much engaged to afford the time to write it, but the second is I have 
declined to write to all Editors on the subject (except one [Croswell ? ] which I explained to you.) 
This resolution was early taken to preserve my position — to keep silent. He will appreciate my 
motives and I hope approve of ihe course. . . . 

Col. Wisbb*s notions about Private Letters. 
[No. 2S9.] James Monroe, Esq., to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street, N. Y. 
Bloomingdale, August 9, 1832. — Dear Hoyt •. * * * I enclose you a letter received from our 
friend Gait. You will see that it contains the last accounts from the Army. You may, if you 
think proper, give the facts therein contained to some Editor, but not to publish the let- 

ter, as Webb di^ mine the other day, much to my annoyance. I had written a letter to Goov- 
emeur and given certain facts, and he sent my letter to Webb to take the facts — and he pub" 
lished most of the letter — and you have seen it, you may judge it was not written for pub. 
lication. * * * * How is Bremner ? Yours truly, J. MONROE. 

* Deadly hostility' of the Van Buren native faction to our brethren from other lands — How 
long Bennett would stand up for Van Buren — Col. Webb — Bennett suspected — fl200 in the 
Big Gun. 
[No. 230.] James Gordon Bennett to J. Hoyt, N. York. — Philadelphia, 16th August, 
1832.t — Dear iloyt : Your letter amuses me. The only point of consequence is that conveying 
the refusal. This is the best evidence of the deadly hostility which you all have entertained 
towards me. It explains, too, the course of the Standard and Post, in their aggressions upon me 
ever since I came to Philadelphia. The name for such a feeling in the breasts of those I have 
only served and aided at my own cost and my own sacrifice, puzzles me beyond example. I can 
account for it in no other way than the simple fact that I happen to have been born in another 
country. I must put up with it as well as I can. As to your doubts and surmises about my fu. 
ture course, rest perfectly easy — / shall never abandon my party or my friends. I'll go to the 
bottom sooner. The assaults of the Post and Standard, I shall put down like the grass that 
grows. I shall carry the wnr into Africa, and ** curst be he who cries hold, enough." Neither 
Mr. Van Buren and the Argus nor any of their true friends, will or can have any fellow feeling 
with the men — the stockjobbers — who, for the last two years have been trsring to destroy my 
character and reputation. I know Mr. Van Buren better — and I will stand up in his defence, 
AS LONG AS HE FEELS FRIENDLY TO ME. I will endeavour to do the best I can to 
get along. I will go among my personal friends who are unshackled as to politics or banks, and 
who will leave me free to act as a man of honor and principle. So my dear Hoyt, do not lose 

SnuUor Marcy himielf. I deny that I had undentood and communicated more to Mr. Webb than Marey intended to 
eonvey. Indeed, almoet every day, or every other day at that time. Senator Marcv used to meet me in the capitol, and 
at his own room, and there he would disclose to me all the infurmation which he had received from the rtftney 
camp, at Albany, in order that I might be enabled to apprise Mr. Webb of the facts, and qualify him to complete 
the checkmate which we intended to give them. In all this business, Senator Marcy wished to stand still between 
the two contending cliques, while I was to. work the wires in Washington, and Mr. Webb was to fire off the big 
gun in New York. Senator Marcv and I in Washington, used to laugh and chuckle most amusinglv over the 
movements by which, through the Qnarier and Enquirer, we accomplished ultimately his nomination-^neckmatAd 
hia personal fues at Albany — and elected him triumphantly Governor of this State for the first time. Before the 
rammer was over, however.Mr. Webb bolted from the democratic party on the United States Bank auestion,and came 
out against the re-election of General Jackson, including also tne election of the very man, William L. Marey, 
whom he had so much contributed to bring before the public. I stuck to the movementf and left the Qntrier and 
JSnfuirer on account of this bolting." 

t Mr. Bennett republished this letter in the N. Y. Herald, but dated it a year hter (1833,) and tried to explain 
that the $300 in specie was not a bribe from the Tammany Hunkers for attacking the U. S Bank, by referring to s 
letter of Hoy t*s written twelve months after, about $200,000. The explanation is lame, clumsy, and built oo d fiilse 
loandation. The following extract from a letter of Hovt \o Bennett, in August, 1833, will show that Van Buren 
and his men believed that Bennett, like Webb and Noan, was retained against their plausible plunder scheme; but 
I see no evidence of it. 

*' You have heard me talk to Webb, by the hour [says Hoyt] of the folly of his being on the face of the record a 
friend of Mr. Van Buren*s, and at the r me time attacking HIS MOST FIRM AND CONSISTENT FRIEND; 
vix. the editor of the .argue ; and you stand in almost the same attitude, and there are many here who believe that 
your friendship will end as Mr. Webb*s has. I will do 3rou the justice to sav that I believe no such thing, but at the 
aame time I will exercise the frankness to say, that the course of^your paper lays you open to the suspicion. I kaow 
enough of affairs to know that you had high authority for the grounu you have taken on the deposite question, and 
I thought yon managed the subject well for the meridian yon are in. I was told by a person a day or two since, that 
j*u would be aided from another Quarter ; I could not learn how. But you ougnt not to expect my friend at the 
■oith to do any thing, not that he nas an indisposition to do what is right, or that he would not aerve a friend, but 
he is in the attitude that requires the most fastidious reserve. The people are jealous of the public pran, and the 
moment it is attempted to be controlled, iu usefulness is not only destroyed, but he who would gain public fitvor 
through its oolumn* is quite sure to fail. I am satisfied the press has lost some portion of Its hold upon public eon- 
fldeoee ; reeeot derelopements have had a tendenoy to satisfy the people, that its conductors, or many of them, at 
fnn, ue aa safotiahM «• a premiawiy Bo^•. Tbie iasprasaioD ean oofy ba mmornA bf a flna adhaupqi to 
MtanWaiaaavMkruwaU •aoN^paiity. j «■» i^dMrak, M^ra^f aaXhimlNfainMlaiMabo |aliwt» 
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four sleep on my account. I am certain of your friendship whatever the others'may say or do. 
fear nothing in the shape of man, devil, or newspaper ; 1 can row my own boat, ana if the Poet 
and Standard don't get out of my way, they must smk me — that is all. If I adhere to the same 
principles and run hereafter as I have done heretofore, ajid which J mean to do, recollect it is 
not so much that " I love my persecutors" as that / regard my own honor and repatation. 
Your lighting up poor Webb like a fat tallow' cajidle at one end, and holding him out as a 
beacon-light to mghten me, only makes me smile. "Webb is a gentleman in private life, a good 
hearted fellow, honorable in all nis private transactions as I have found him, out in politics and 
newspapers a perfect child— -a boy. You will never find the Pennsylvanian going the career of 
Ae C^ & E. That suspicion answers as a good excuse to those who have resolved beiore hand 
to do me all the injury they can, but it will answer for nothing else. I am, Dear Hoyt. 

Yours truly, J. G. B. 

P. S. The S200 in Specie rUv&t into my big Gwi and give the U. S. Bank and Stockjobben 
mbroadside. I wish you would let me know any other U. S. Bank movement in your dtr. 
This is the Battle ground of Bank contest— here is the field of Waterloo. New York now is 
only the Pyrrenies. 



Hoyt on Congressional Lobbying^ at Washington, 
[No. 231.] Lorenzo Hoyt to Jesse, his brother, in New York. 

Albany, Sept. 10, 1832, Sunday.— I should be very much pleased to accompany yon to 
Washington this month ; but as I shall not be able to go more than once, I believe I shall wait 
till winter, or early in the spring. Perhaps I shall have a case o/ CONGRESSIONAL LOB- 
BYING, by which I can nuike it a jaunt of pleasure and profit. 



Marcy desponding — m terrified at the effects of bank dollars — bids Hoyt meet the BankwUk DemO' 

erotic Dollars if he can. 

Two letters— William S. Marcy to J. Hoyt, New York. 

(No. 233.] Private. Albany, 1 Oct. 1832.— My Dear Str : I did not receive your letter 
(^Thursday till last evening. I hasten to reply to it — though the answer will give you no plea- 
stire. I think our chance of success doubtful. Although others are full of courage, I am not. 
I have looked critically over the State, and have come to the conclusion Utaiprt^bahly we shall be 
beat I would not say this to you were I not perfectly confident that it will remain a pr^ownd 
secret. All reports from New York are that we shall do better than you represent : yet I have 
distrusted them. The U. S. Bank is in thefiM, and I cannot but fear the effect of 50 or 100 
thousand dollars expended in conducting the election in such a city as New York. I have great 
confidence in the honesty of the people, but it will not withstand all temptations. The corruption 
OP some leads to the deception op many. You ought to look to the Upper Wards. I fear 
you will find defections among the active electioneerers. Though I speak so discouragingly of 
the result, I do not doubt if money could be kept out of use, we should beat them. But it wJQI 
not. Yet great efforts without money may save us. I hope these efforts will be made in New 
York. If I thought that N, Y. would do as others say it will, I should say the chance is in our 
favor, but I feared such a result as you predict. My advice is-^don't Bet YOUR MONEY, 
BUT SPEND IT, as far as you legally can, to promote the election. We are all determin- 
ed to deserve success, and do not despair of getting it. Yours sincerely, W. L. MARCY. 



Va/n Buren canvassing" the infected distrid^the factions in Washington Co, split up — a CoaU^ 
tlon or bargain in Westchester — Matthew L, Davis calculates the 'votes, 
[No. 233.] Albany, 4th Oct., 1832. My Dear Sm : Yours of yesterday is received. 
Before it came to hand I had. determined to -write you in order to relieve the gloom which my 
former letter was calculated to cast over your mina. Information received since writing to you 
has considerably raised my hopes. V. Buren writes from the itifected District that we shall 
gain there as much as we can lose in the other parts of the State. That we shall gain (speaking 
with reference to the last Governor's election) I do not doubt^but the extent of tfit gam cannot 
be conjectured. I,think it will be 3000 in the 8th District— and about 2000 in the 6th. Our 
recent news from Washington Coun ty is very flattering. The FACTIONS there do not coalesce^ 
There is a reasonable hope that we shall be better off by lOOO votes than has been calculatecL 
The proceedings in Westchester have dissipated the gloom that hung over that county. We 
understand that both the Ward and Hunter parties will support our Electoral Ticket and State 
candidate. The charter election here has nerved our friends and inspired a determination to 
meet efforts by efforts. Upon the whole our affairs look pretty well, and success i« in our own 
hands, but we must labor to keep it. 1 fear more for you in N. Y. than any other jdace. Your 
vigilance and vigorous efforts can alone save you from a disappointment. Davis's caJculatioft 
in yesterday's C. & Ea. is^ in naany particulars, very wild. I have nm over that calculatioii and 
m$i» rnite.of. Wintignr wd ad^<toi wiuch I thi»k may be leprai^Uy dcp«i4fldi9|?L.b9r 
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which I vnry the results. About 20,000 n pretty material mtriation. I do not with it «[(. 
hUnred. Indeed i believe it is rather an idle employment to be making estimates. The belt 
rule is to do the work and see the result, I am, with great respect, yours, W. L. MARCY. ■ 

SioartwoiU, Hoyt ij Co. helping the Daily Sentinel and the Trvih Teller, N, T, 
(No. 234.] The following is one way ia which party managers assessed themselves in obe- 
dience to Governor Mnrcy*j* letter of Oct. 1, to carry the electitin in New York by the use ol 
mmey in 1832. I'heirs is a perfectly fuir mode. They puid friendly edi^)rs for circulating 
papers containing opinions favornhle to their viewd,said editors having previously been with theiOf 
and nor haviig apostatized fur a consideration ! 

** We the undj-rsigned agree lo pay the sums set opposite our names, towards giving a more 
extended circulation to the L'aily Sentinel, and the * Truth Teller.' Oct. 6, l§32. — J. Hoyt 
J3,|— Tibbefs $20—3. Swartwout $20— Thad's Phelps $20— C. W. L. [Lawrenc«») $20«- 
J. C. $2U— P. Fish $20— S. $20— C. C. Carabreleng $20-^-0. L. Livingston $20— J. A. 
Hamilton $20— C. P. White $20— H. Hone $20— M. Van Schaick $20— D. Jacksou $20<^ 
J. 1. C .ddington $20— Auchincloss $20, &c." 

[Editors when po >r should take all the cash they can get from men of all parties, but cnntinat 
to Bpeak independently or not at all. When I published the Gazette at Rochester, and the Cjl« 
amiuer at New York, no n\an was more willing to receive and thankfully acknowledge, pecu. 
niary aid from whig, democrat, native, loyalist, and conservative — and, to the best of my reool* 
iection, 1 got donations from them all. If attacking a fortress and scarce of powder would it 
be wise in the besieging officer to refuse the ^ift of one or a hundred barrels ?] 

Westchester politics — the Young men started — Amen to a union with Hunterr^the Bank 
bvgaboo — help us to $300 — Ward electioneers for Ward day and nighL 
[No. 235.] General Anron Ward, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y.' 

Sing Sino, Oct, 12, 1832. — My Dear Sir: Your letter of the Uth inst. has been received, 
afld in reply, I have to say that every honorable exertion will be made by our party to carry the 
.election in the County. 1 did not expect the nomination this year, but my friends considered 
that Uiere wns no other way of securing our election, and the Hunter men said they would hot 
go for Mr. Kumble because he was [my] friend. Our opponents, beyond all doubt, would hHTO 
carried a large majority against us. But 1 have very many personal friends who will make um 
of their best endeavors to carry my election, of this I am assured ; and you know that no man la 
the county can calculate with more certainty, as regards the election, than I can. Our party in 
this county [Westchester] has but a small majority. When Van Buren ran we got but ISO 
majority, and we only got 80 majority for an elector when Jackson was elected — tut I think I 
can now promise you at least 1000 majority. We have started the 3'oung men — they are now 
actively engnged — and they will hold a meeting upon my recommendation on Tuesday — and they 
will present us with one candidate for the Assembly. This will bring them out in their strength. 
We shall give our ticket 400 majority in this town. When I was last up I received 525, the 
largest majority given in any other Town in the State. As regards a union with our 
Hunter friends, I say with all my heart. Amen to it — my friends have always been in favor of 
it. The Young Men's meeting will do much to bring it about. If they come in they will agree 
to give me their snpport, for they know that there was not a firmer friend of the Administration 
in Congress than I was. 

I fear THE BANK influence wiore than anything else. I have no doubt that the Bank 
IVfanasers will expend a large sum of money in this county. If our friends in town could help us, 
at this particulnr crisis, to about THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS, we will make good use of it. 
We have but few men who are able to help us to means. You must supply us with 10,000 
tickets at least — you can have them stereotyped. Send them to me by some safe hand, and I 
will see them distributed in every town. I have not rested a moment since the contest com- 
menced, and if my health and life is spared I shall devote all my time to it. I have been twice 
about the county, and our prospects are cheering. I have met with friends where I least 
expected them, and strong friends too. I wish you to look into the act, and see whether Con- 
gress and Electors go on one ticket. Look well into this. From the last act I should think not. 

Truly, A. WARa 



J§sse*s help thankfully acknowledged — Ward will meet the bank in its own coin — ida sp^nt 
much m^npy-^ Bank agent — an office for a friend is a debt to be paid — every man has 
his prioe^secret services-Ward ready to expose rogues on Vother side, {Mackenzie fashion^ 
— e4j»fc'« to turn a 1400 majority, 

[No. 236 ] The same to the same. 

Btrw Smo, Oct. S9, 1832.— My Dear Friand : I return yon many thanka fi>r yow kind Itttaiv- 

•ad ibr te imnum jmi ha? e glv«i ne tiM 1 abaU kavv aU fitn yvvr fi^ 
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•rtaialy after th^ doM of the etectioiK Ab you concluded by nqunting me to go on in the 
flo.>d work, I have to say in reply, tMMt I will go on; and 1 doubt much whether theie ii a smgla 
individual iir the State, that u, or that haa been more active io promitting the caiiae than my- 
•elf. J do not allow myself to tUep half a» much a* heretofore, 1 am either writing tetters or riding 
mbmit the county half the night aa long as 1 can find a mau stirring with whom I can converse. 
Am THh: Bank has it9 agenU here, it ha$ became necessary for me TO Mt^ET IT IN THt: 
%A,MQ COIN* — and I have been constrained in self-defence to expend a great deal of mon^ — 
ranch more than 1 can afford — and I shall be obliged still to expend more. I am not in a tiiu* 
atioo to bear the whole expense of the election, and yet alt the expenses come upon my shoulders 
-»and as matters now stand, it will not do for me to stop to inquire the costs. 

The last evening Major Sing and myself had a conversation with one of those [U. S. Bank] 
agents, and he informed us that he did not, as regards himself, care a single pinhuw the election 
went— but lie said, every man had his price, and he had Ai«-*-and he had received money from 
some gentlemen in New York, but before it was put in his hands he took an oath not to teU the 
name of the men from whom he received it. If I can find out the name of the man who holds 
. the purse sLripgs in this County, his name shall be brought before the public be tt whom it 
may. 

It aeems that you turn all your attention to Long Island. Allow me to tell you that this it 
one of the most important counties in the state. Recollect, the majority against us la«t year was 
1400 — and we are now engaged in endeavoring to carry a majority fur our entire ticket— and 
I sincerely believe that we shall give you a good account of this democratict county. I rety 
vpon your giving me some aid hereafter, and will go on in the good work most cheerfully, 1 
shall have the returns of this and Putnam Counties on the bth — and fviii come to New. York 
with them in person, if I am not worn down by my labors. 

In haste, I am, truly, A. WARD. 

Governor Hill of New Hampshire, like his friend Wright at Albany, may have denounced 
betting on elections, in his public messages, but he did not do so in his private ones. For exam- 
ple;-- 
[Ho. 237.] CoNcoED, N. H. Oct. 15, 1832. [Franked, Concord, Oct.18— ." Isaac Hill, S. U. S."] 

To Jesse Hoyt-^My dear Sir — Yours of the I2ih was last evening received. TO MEET 
THE BRAGGARTS OF THE OPPOSITION I ADVISE MY FRIENDS THAT ANY 
SUM WILL BE SAFE ON THE ELECTORAL VOTE OF Pennsylvania and New York. 
Jn this State we are so strong, that should every other desert him, we may be relied on aa giving 
a decisive majority for Andrew Jackson. Yet the Bank is scattering its thousands here to affect 
tts. I am, Sir, respectfully. Your friend and obedient Serv't, ISAAC HILL. 



The Valiant Warrior, Marcy, on his Bravery and his Breeches—The Barber's BUI— Frauds 

and Peculations* 
[No. 238.] Senator Marcy to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Albany, 16th Oct., 1832. 
[Private.] My Dear Sir— Your letter of Monday evening I received this morning, and with 
it a brppze from the South, that gives some of our folks a chill. The opposition pretend to have 
certain information that Ritner is elected. Thousrh we do not yet yield to this belief, still we are 
leas confident than we were yesterday of Wolfs Election. As to the Pantaloons affair, perhaps 
1 am not the person best qualified to advise. Though the charge was right in itself, yet it must 
be regarded as an unfortunate one, becatise so easily turned into ridicule. I showed your pro- 
duction to Flagg — he thought it very well, but seemed to think it was a little too formal. The 
enemy will have their laugh, but I hope it will not do much mischief. The true explanati«>n issim- 
ply this — When Comptroller, I had always made war on Zumpiwg charges, because I was satisfied 
many frauds against the State had been perpetrated by them. The law provided the payment 
of the Judge's expences in holding the Special Circuit. I kept a particular account of them 
which was handed to the Comptroller. While on this business some work was done on Panta- 
loons, for whi«:h the Tailor charged Fifty cents ; it was entered on the account, and went into 
the Comptroller's hands without a particular reflection how it would appear in print. 1 feared 
no danger for I knew no sin. lean not advise how it is best to treat the subject. The article 

* Aaron Ward, M. C, to Gen. Samuel Swartwout, 110 Chambers ■t.— City Hotel [N. Y.J Nov. 27, 1834. 
—My Dear Geiieriil, I called nt your house this evening, witJi a persoiiol friend Mr. Devenu, in order to make yo«ii 
acquainted with him. He is a geotleman of sterling worth and internty. and he is denirous of gettin/r the sitiistion 
of ln«l,tfi2[- ' •'""'^ '»<»*' TO" «re pressed, but [N THIS INSTANCE J feel a dup mterut. IN PACT I AM IN 
EARNEST : Md if you wiU oUige me ky/tioim[ hiaitke situatum, I wiU in return do you a, oervieo at somo/u 
ture day which shall more than requite you. Do not say no, if it is now conveuient. Ik*. I entreut you. bear his 
ease io your remembrance. I am truly, A. WARa 

tWestcbesteTCounlywasoneoflhe very few which gave a majority of votes, in November, 1845, atainrt nl- 
SSS'viSi '*^**^ '^•'^ ^®'*^ ^^^ to meat ia CoBT«Mfoo,ln lS«,fcrU» ntimou tad impraveMOt sf tlM 
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in the Argus, headed, * A very grave affair. *t is perhatn as fttH an' ezt>l8i»ti<m as the tranaae* 
tion will admit of. But it will be well to connect it, if much must be said on it, with the sreat 
frauds and peculations of Bolley, Van Tuyl, John V. N. Tatea-^(who I believe for l<rre o? Wb 
writes many of the scurrilous articles in our papers,) in appropriating about $800 of PedleaiP 
License Fees, &c. &c. Now as to my War Services, (a more agreeable subject*) I was oBt 
two campaigns — in 1812 on the northern frontier — belonged to the party which took from the 
enemy at St. Regis the first stand of colors taken in the late war, on land, and the firat prisoB* 
ers ^aboat 40 in number.) These prisoners were in a house built of square timber. I pereomlly 
headed the party that took them — myself broke open the h&oec, entered it, and took from thb 
hands of the soldiers their arms, &c. I care not how much this matter is handled, bat rather 
they would let my paiUaUons alone, I return your remarks. Yours, &c. W. L. MARCY. 



Mtchie prodigiously sensitive — Webb attacks him — wheU impudemce ! — Welb denounced of «« 

apostate ! — Mumford^s help invoked-^Eitekie bets on Jackson, as Butler pays at Sandy 

Hill, '* in a small ioay** 

[No. 239.] Thomas Ritchie, Editor of the Enquirer, to J. Hoyt, N. Y. 

Richmond, Oct. 20, 1832. — My dear Sir : I have been prevented by several pressing engage- 
ments from presenting you my sincere acknowledgements for the kindness you have renderad 
me. In truth, 1 wished to send you the notice in the Enquirer which I intended to have taken 
of Webb*s illiberal and unwarrantable attack. 

His attack, by the Cholera delayed my article, and then I was engaged in assisting in preptr. 
ing the Address of the Jackson Central Committee — and I really had no time then to write yon. 
I have taken the liberty of sending you the two last Enquirers. The one containing the iH- 
dress, and yesterday's paper, giving Duff Green's recantation on the subject of Mr. Jefferson's 
letter and Webb's article. 

Permit me now, sir, to thank you most cordially for the service you have done me. It ena- 
bles me to put that calumny agoinst me at rest for ever. Even Webb has not had the audacity 
to justify his misrepresentation, or to rebut my answer, but by trumping vp other calumnies and 
abuse against me. 

Between ourselves, the lettter which closes my article, is from the gentleman who maniej 
Mr. Jefferson's grand- daughter— lived in his family — and copied his manuscripts for the press 
after he was dead. He deserves the high character I have given him. Indeed nothing ever 
did surprise me more, than that Webb had the impudence to about Mr. Jefferson's 

opinions. 

There are hundreds in Virginia who would to the favorable sentiments <^that dk. 

tingnifthed man towards myself. 

Will you add to the favor you have done me by askinsr of Mr. Mumford the kindness to w- 
publish in the Standard, my reply to J. W. Webb. The apostate will never do me the justice, 
which I have lately done him in a case into which I was thrown into some mistake about Mm. 
Will Mr. M. do me the favor to spread my defence before the People of New York as soon as 
he can find spare space for it? 

I think every thinar is working right for A. .Tackson. I AM BETTING THREE TO ONE 
ON HIS RE-ELECTION, IN A SMALL WAY. As to Virginia, she will he found right «ii 
the day of election next Monday fortnight. The legislative Ticket will prevail. 

Present me most kindly, with my thanks to Mr. Bowne, and my resppcfs, though personally 
unknown, to Mr. Livingston. Gratefully yours, THOMAS RITCHIE. 



S. v. Ingham, Sec. Treas., to Jesse Hoyt, N. Yt^h 
[No. 240.] Washington, lOih Nov. 1832— Dear Sir : I thank you for the information 
in your letter of the 8th. This Election, together with that of Pa., must kill Anti-masonrv. 
They will not again raise that flag in the nation, and scarcely in a State. It will be driven 
back into a few counties — but Mr. Clay is also done ; however desperately he may fight in a for- 
lorn hope, that is not the character of his friends. They cannot again be brought up to the 
charge. Yours with great respect. S. D. INGHAM. 

t .Tndsre Marcy wns poor, and placed in office to save him from ruin. Tn ISTH), the lesrinljiture of New York 
pa*»ld a law requirinj^ one of the Supreme Court .Tudees to hold a Circuit in Nin^nra Connty, to try the indictmenti 
for killing Morgan fnr wrilinfr about mnsonry. nnd directed thnt hi? expenres «hnuld ba paid. Maircv was selected, 
iind he keot an ncconnt of every cent expended, nmon» which he ennmernted 35 oenti tn a RuflQilo barber, "nd 
50 cents to a tailor fir *ewin» up a very iinsifhtly rent in hifc breeches. About thit extra-jnd^np. extra-par, arid 
his tailors and bnrbers* hills, a lnn;h was raised. 'which he wan wenkenou^ or wise enouarb to treat as above. If 
tnch carefitlncM in details had been his worat fonlt, f wonid have been anmnr his warmest ndmirws. His war 

B iff appeared in due form in the Ar^fus and Evenin? Foot, and douhtleM a<d«d his election. FTe had said in the 
nited Strifes Senste, that" To the Victors belon? the SpoiN." and on that principle did he admin star the^verO' 
ment of N, T. Marey is over fifty years of age, I have heard, bat am not sure that it is so, that he is fren Man. 
•ad earns to Troyi opened a shoe store these, end tben tamed lawyer, like Hoyt. 



VAN BURENISM UNMASKED. ALLEN's TAMMANY BANK. 241 

•■•^* ■' * ' 
Tto harrfaeed even for Iloyt ! — Stephen Allen's Tammany Hall Bank, to bring the Democracy 
' 11 * *nmitr. -the direct mfimence ^ exelutive pricU^gea, in open mocktry of their prmcipLc9.. . • 
"i ..fNo. 241.] Stephen Allen, Receiver General of Sub-Trt'osury'sailvice to Jesae Huyt at N. Y., 
'■'A'»:.!»<^r, N)v. 28, 1833.— Dear Sir : Nothing is m ire trae thia the obsorvatioQ madei 
%j'^f.V;m Baren at the Democratic festivtl ; that the democratic p?trty, in a greatmeae*-. 
ure, owe their present and previous victories to Tammany Hall, the place of cot) centra led c»pinn 
fon and aetit>n, end o rallying puint nf Uie democracy of the city, or words to thnt eHtfct. There 
eannot be a doubt but that the building of that Hall, and thua fiir preserving it as a Forty Btn 
tahHshment^ nn6 a rallving place on ail occaHivns for the Republicans of the Oty and surround- 
itf/< -Con lilies, hns been one of the means of our triumphs. 

I was one of the Committee who pursbased the ground— made the contracts for buildiDg— 
and raised the money to pay for it. 

The opperation* of that Committee ardious and responsable, as during the pro^rss of the 
Wofk they were frequently compelled to raise considerable sums on the reapousability v( their 
own iiames. The whole estabiishmeut cost about $55,000 ; all of which »uni was Eub%^;ril)trd 
by Individuals of the party except $18,000 (if I recollect right,) and for which last aum the 
premises are now under mortgage. 

If Me ptfrfy properly estimated the benefit it has receive<l from the establiahment, thi9 dejbi 
would have been cleared off by subscription long since ; but such a result, perhapsk, is not- M te 
expected. . ..j 

A thought hag therefore occurred to me, and which it is the object of this letter to communis 
cate ; whether the extinction of this debt may nj)t be "effected by obtaining tiie CHARTER 
OF A BANK, by the name of THK TAMMANY BANK. 

There canot he a more favorable period ihaa the present for mich an application, 
'•' Hie Inrge majority we have in both Houses and the good feeling fvinr^d by the Countryto- 
wsrds US consequent on the large vou* given by the City to the democratic candidiies, tocf>ihef 
with the important object of r^lieving Oid Tammany from its embaria&smen's, WITU OToI^R 
CONSID£RA riONS, I should presume would carry the bdl through ti-iuniphauily. 

Tiie followinfir pl&n o\ a Bank, I think would effect the object. 

The cipiial to be Fi VE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AT LEAST. The Society 
of Tammany to be PRIVILIDGED to subscribe for glOO.OOO of the Stock. The Bank to ne 
authorized to loand the amount on their bond, at an interest of three per cent per annum the lonn 
to he for three or four years. If the B*«nk divides six per cent on its stock. tHe SOCTETTf 
would rec'ive THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS annually, oixr and above the interest on the 
losn, wliich, in tliree years, would amount to $9,000. 

Ill the mean time tiie at<Ksk would advance in value, and if sold at the end of three or four years, 
Would probably be worth ton per cent above par, netting a dear gain of $10,000, by which op- 
pcralion the Society would be put into possession of $19,000, a fund more than sufficjeut to 
clear off the iiicuinhrance. 

My opinion yoa no doubt knoio is in opposition to an increase of thuse Bunking Monnpnliss in 
the City — bat the Legislntuie VVILL mike them — and therefore IF WEm^Mf haoe theniAlxre 
cannot he a more le^jitimate object to be effected, both ia a party point of view, as well as tiic 
skuritnblc attributcn'of the Society, than the one alluded to. 

If you think well of the matter, I wish you would consult some of our leading men — and i^ 
on due coosideration, tlie project should be deemed proper, it will be necessary that a nuticc 
shouM be published of the inieniion to apply, which you know may be published without the 
natne of the applicants 

J w^^h it til be distinctly understood that [ cannot serve in any of the njir^s created by such an 
institution — ^but any a3.^istunce I can give in advaiicii)^ the interests of Old Tummany will b^ 
che< rfully afforded, 

Y'Ui will, of co'irse, let the matter drop if, upon a view of rlie subject it p'lnll he deemed in- 
expedient, 1 am with due respect, your ob't serv't, STEPHEN ALLEN. 

2Toijt desires C. L. Livingston to he re-elected Speaker of Asxemlly — Jet him renounce his prin* 
ciples—we must be hostile to the FREsent bank of the XJ. S. 
[No. 24'2 ] LoreiiA*) Hovi, Albany, to his hr«>ther Jcpv^e, nt New York. 

Ai.BA.NY, Dec'r. 19, 18.32. — Dear Brotulr: In one of your late let'ers you wished nie to do 
what I could to make Charles Liviagsion, t Speaker; llii.i I will cheerfilly do; but his cjursc 

t fiOrenzo did not \\h >ur in vnin for the OM Hunkers orTummMny, rit the rpqnest of their m^.n of »H w«'rk .*essa 
Hoft. Gh^rleit Tiivin<;rt(>u wa« re-oleeted speuker of the Asoe'tiliiY ^virli hut Ii'tlu op^iuvitiDn — and n third time hi 
Javi. 18.13. havins ref.eivPil 0') vote* tuJohn C. SponfiL-r's 22. The riunher* next !n:nle liitn their v^cnntor f r the 
dietrlct whir.h inrludea the nitv nf N'ew Vork, nnd their Tepre-4«'it;itive tcnn rvi-ij ifng wurt/uj i:f hts jMitron*. A 
ffMiil-ition wns introduced i><t('» the b^ennts in 1?M ft.niiiMt rticharterin-.' the iriiiioJ^SUiies linnk. which wa npitiv^cil 
br STEPURN ALLK.V nn.l ot!ier« nnd dnnported br N. P. T;iir»n mL'*, Etl.^oidi nrul Re:ird>lev. S|>e«ker I. v- 
iii?!>tMn with Mesdr:!. Vuu :^ch:iick nnd Stilwell went with Hdmondi fDrtlM IT. A. Uink, butthG {let bauk oo«litioo 
were »ucccdtfful. Lurcazu Huyt wUhes Living-toa to Mem to cmtsi rmni tu tlie iieu. 
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last month, in relation to the United States Bank reiolntkm» I fear will defeat him, ttiloM Ui 
mind on that subject, has undergone a ehange, and he is willing to avow iu Otis was a oooipl 
coous advocate of the Morehouse rewlution, as originally introduced, and I think that eireom* 
stances will give him a decided advantage in the contest for Speaker, over any man that tooik 
the course that Livingston did. 

I think the [U. S.] Bank question will enter, more or lesB, into every other political one ditt k 
agitated here this winter — and I think and hope that our friends will feel no dispoeitioa, to n* 
trace, in any degree, their steps last winter. As a party in this State, I think we are fully com- 
mitted to a course of uncomprominng kogtUity to THB PRESENT Bank-^nd if Old Hiebsiy 
has suffered himself to be duped — wkiek I think not unlikely^^hy Livingston and McLano, M 
must take the consequences. 

In addition to Otis and Livingstoi), I have heard a Mr. Litehfield, a member from one of tfa* 
western counties, named as a candidate for Speaker ; and if he will consent to ran, whidi If 
doubtful, he will probably be nominated. He is an old member of the House, and has beeR 
a member of Congress ; and there was a strong disposition among the country membcja to 
run him last year, but he declined. If you know anything about Livingston's pr»9ent omis# 
on the Bank question, I wish you to write me forthwith. If he is wise and wishes to aei|iiiie 
and maintain a standing with the Democracy of this state, be must renounce the prindple bf 
him avowed last winter. ****** L. HOYT. 



Mock Democrato anxiout to hecofiu United States Bank Directon, 

W[No. 243.] C. C. Caihbreleng to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

AsmNaTON, Jan. 10, 1833. — Dear Sir : You are surprised at the appointment of Mr. AOsy 
as Bank Director instead of Mr. Jackson. I was negligent in not writing to Bir. Jackson a 
second time. The day Mr. White left here he stated that Mr. McLane desired us to say who 
should be appointed, that he, Mr. White, had named Mr. Alley. I told him I was committed 
to Mr. Jackson, and should recommend him~Mr. White then said that he would eoncur idth 
me in supporting Mr. Jackson, and he wished me to write to Mr. McLane that he did so concur. 
I wrote him in behalf of Mr. White and myself, and also wrote him that I understood Mr. Ver- 
planck to be also favorable to Mr. Jackson. After this I presumed the matter settled, and ao 
wrote to Mr. Jackson. Some days after I learned to my surprise, from Mr. McLane, that m. 
consequence of Mr. White's having named Mr. Alley, whom he presumed would be satis&ctocf 
to the Delegation, he had gone too far to recede, before he received my letter. I ought to have 
written this to Mr. Jackson, but omitted to do so. You will oblige me by explaining it to him. 

Very truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 



Very secret reasons for appointing Alleys The way our friend Coddington got to he Postmat* 

ter of New York, 

[No. 244.] Same to Same. Washinotow, 10th Jarfy, 1883. 

Private, Dear H. — I wish you to show the enclosed letter to Mr. Jackson. Mr. McLane* 
besides which that letter contains (which is a true statement) had other reasons which cannot hs 
explained on paper. There was no deception — no want of influence about it — the questioil 
rested on other grounds altogether. 

Say to our friend C. [Coddington] in answer to his enquiries, that I had this morning a 
frank and full conversation with Mr. Barry, who tells me that he never authorized Mr. Smith to 
believe that he would appoint him, and that he had no idea of doing any such thing. Mr. 
Smith's going on to New York has done him injury — he wiU not get the office. It is well 
understoixl by the President, Mr. Barry, and by all who have any influence here, that when a 
change takes place Mr. C. will undoubtedly be the man. Although I cannot and will not be 
insurumental in the removal of Mr. Gouverneur, I will take care that our republican friends 
shall not be disappointed for the last time. When a change takes place, Mr. Coddington will 
he the choice of the President and the P. M. G. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

O" Your letter is destroyed — do the like with this. Gov. Throop and Mr. Craig were nomi« 
nated to-day. 



One excellent vote by Gulian C, Verplanek — a pair of canting hypocrites out-generaled, 
[No. 245.] Same to Same. Washington, 15th Feb. 1833. 

Dear H. — Yesterday Mr. Vcrplanck's vote would have elected Mr, Blair — to-day the Btmh 
have electf d a printer for us by one vote. 
I understand Mr. V. P's. The value of pledges may now be understood. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBKELENO* 



Bit of Gold Mine tm Geril Jaelmrn-^^OImp^NkUi^&iwu deMl-^he ChUkn Lotterff-^Value of 
OoU Mimp^^ 930,000 prize. 
No. 246.] R. J. Arnold, to JesM Hoyt, New York. 

White Hall, [Savannah, Ga.,] March 14, 1833. — Vzja Sir : Since I last wrote you I have 
not received a line from Boyd ; and the only official intelli^nce that I have of his proceedings, 
I received throagh your letter of the 18th alt which came to hand a few days since ; and also a 
certificate of one share of the N. A. Minhig Go's, stock, the one due me out of the aix tharee 
remitted to pay the bet of five ehare* Uet Sy me on the re-election of Generml Jackeon* It is 
strange times in the political world, sach revtolatiom I never befbiv witnessed, and were I in the 
fieldt I shottid he somewhat at a loss on what wide to fight, Jackson has certainly risen in my 
estimation since I saw you, and of Clay's proceedings I do not know what to think or say, but I 
suppose we shall know more ere long. Nullificatk)n heing dead, it will not be long be. 
fore something else will be gotten up to create a political excitement : what that may be time 
alone will develope. You oik me how the Chid Lottery is getting on ? and what effect it will 
have on our stock I In answer to the first, I know but little nespecting it, excepting that I un- 
derstand the drawing is nearly fipished ; and with respect to the last, 1 should presume it would 
decrease the market value of all mines, so many bein^ ofiered for sale. Ao yet, however, J h**9e 
not heard of any changing hands, though I should presume some sales had been effected. I 
know that many persons did speculate in the chances before the drawing. The best speculation 
1 have heard of late was by a neighbour of mine who went into Savannah last week, bought a 
ticket in one of the northern lotteries, for $5, and the followins: day received the intelligence of 
itshaving drawn $20,000— took $17,000, and came home. Yours, Ac. R.J.ARNOLD. 

General Prosper DI^s humble prayer to Collector Swartwout, for a family admisoion into his po» 

litical Poor House — a queer argument, backed by Cornelius W, Lawrence, Price, Lee^ Allen, 

and other Wire Pullers of pretended Democracy, 
[No. 246a.] General Prosper M. Wetmore to Collector Swartwout. 

Nbw York, April 18, 1833.— Dkar Sir : I was so unwell the day I called on you that I fear 
I did not succeed in impressing you with the interest, the deep interest I feel in the success of 
the application I then made to you. 

I have refrained from troubling you again personally in the matter from two reasons — tint, 
because these solicitings are, I know, as unpleasant to you as they are mortifying to me. A 
further motive for my relieving you thus long from this importunity, hafe existed in the probabil- 
ity, that, while there was an uncertainty aboiit Mr. Craven's continuance in office, you might 
wish to keep the other appointment open. 

Since I saw you, General Spicer has again visited Washington, and is now returned. He 
expects to be provided for to his satisfaction, and is anxious that Mr. Ogsbury may have the 
benefit of his vacancy. Under these circumstances, I must again throw myself upon your in- 
dulgence for permission to say how very much I rfiould feel obliged by your compliance with 
the request. 

Apart from the connection existing between us — ^he is my wife's father — I am bound to him 
for many favours received in his days of prosperity, and which I have no means of returning. 
His character — business talents — industry — integrity — general popularity — all would conspire to 
make his appointment acceptable to the merchants and citizens. If individual recommenda. 
tions were necessary, they could be furnished to any given number, I can hardly think them 
to be so for one so well known. 

If I can be supposed to have the slightest possible influence with you, or claim on the admims- 
tration—ahd I do not pretend to either^I beg that both may be transferred to Mr. Ogsbury, if 
they can in any way advance his interest in tids application. 

There is one view of this subject in which perhaps both Mr. Ogsbury and myself might be 
justified in this application. He has been for many years engaged in the importation of Goods. 
/ have also in former years contributed to the revenue — My brother, with whom I now am, and 
my brother-in-law, George Treadwell, who takes a large interest in this afair-^ie both 
extensively engaged in foreign importations. Il might be considered that individuals so situated 
have a stronger claim than those who have never contributed to the revenue. 

Excuse me for saying so much ; I did not intend it when I commenced this letter. If you can 
favourably consider the application, I most sincerely hope you will do so. Of one thing I am 
SBTc, you win never regret having conferred the appointment on the individual named. 

With great respect, I am your obedient servant, ♦ PROSPER M. WETMORE. 

Name of applicant, Francis Ogsbury, 391 Broadway. 

♦Q«D«r*lProiperwas a lenlar iatrodaeer of eandidatot for office at the Custom House. His abilities of an 
offiee-befgar oo his own ba^jdalfmay be inferred from hit appeal ibr his iatber-in-latr tosneceed bis old partner in 
tlw Ueit^d States Lombard, Genwal Spieor, whoM SMtet api>eal to hit ncicfabor Swartwout for a share of the 
MbjtfSDliudkr. hsekel hjr Mr. Vao Boiea, fornw No. 178 of thia seriat. In another letter to Swartwout, dated 
P».Sl|J«»^hatdb]HMthtt**lfc.llBPsnMliiaboaitoaM^lbr a lituaUon ooder tha general fovenuMat, 
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[N't. 347 ] Attorney General John Van Btxnu to Jeiie Hojrt, N. Y.-^Dear Sir : Pleasi 

pay Glover one hundred oiid Htty dollart and accommodate yuur recently much alm)>ed ineiid. 
At >our office, Samrdoy, 2 F. M. (May, J«33.) J. VA4N bURiu+N. 

A National Convention — SiiJ,UUJ e*ven to John ^lumford — lugratitude. 
[No. 248] J. G. Bvnneit 10 J H. yt, N. York. Poaunaik, Fbilaoelphia, I3ih June [1F33) 
DsAR Hott: Yita will see by ilte papers what we are about here My object U \o \uukv tha 
party come oat tor a National Conveutioii, It can be cone by prudence, i«kiil, and addssrV. la 
relation to what 1 talked tu you in New York» 1 have an earneii word to siiy. I really wiaJi that 
my frienda there wi.uld try to aid nie m the matter 1 ioranrrly mentioned. Morrison 1 fti»r will 
do nothinir. John Muinfcrd has been aided to the extent of $40,OUU. Wiih h fourth oi' thai 
sum I Would huve done twice as much — t^oberly and with some decenry too. 1 should be sorrf 
10 be comptUed to believe ihaC luy friends in New York shiiUld bestow their friendship ni.>re 
«iiectually upon a dr- ■ e n fellow than me, who certainly huM 9ome pretensions to decency* 
1 am eorry to epeok hiirshly of any body, but really I thmk there is 8om<Mhmg like in^'rantudi^ ia 
the way i have been ire iTid. I want no fuvor tliat I cannot repay. I wunt no aid that id not 
perfectly safe. 1 sliould like to hear from you, if there is any likelihood of my sncce&s. 

Yours, &c. J. GORDON BENNETT. 

Bennett of the Herald trying to borrow $2,500 from Van Buren. 
[No. 249.] Same to same. Philapelphia, 27th July, 1833.— Dear Hovt: I have 
written to Van Buren to>day about the old ailair. I MUST have a loan or $2500 for a couple 
of years from some quarter. 1 can't get on without it — and if the common friends of oar 
cause — th<ise 1 huve been working f.ir 8 yHnrs — cannot do it, 1 must look for it somewhere else. 
My business here is doing very wrll— and the money would i>e perfectly safe in two years. Yoa 
B^e already the eiTeci produced in Pennsylvania— we cnn have the Siate — But if our friends wont 
lay aside their heartlessness, why, we'll go to the devil — that is all. There is no man who will 
go farther with frieudu than I will— who will sacrifice more — who will w.»rk harder. You know 
it very well. I must be perfectly independent of the litile sections in this city, who would hurry 
me into their small conr-es, at the ripk of the main object. Kendall leaves Washington to- 
morrow on bis tour of Bunk luFipection. t Li-t me hear from you. 

Yours, &c. JA'S GORDON BENNETT. 



A Scotchman*8 thanks for " working night and day for Ihecavte of Mr, Van Burfn"^ — anguish^ 
disiippointnunty despair ! — suftpccted, slandered^ reviled fr^BennetVs share in Webb^ 8 printing 
ofice — CoLdf heartless^ careleas Van Buren ! — What can 1 do? 

[No. 250.] Same to same. PniLADELPniA, 3rd Aug't 1833. — Dear Hoyt : T am ex. 
tremely sorry at the result of your efTorts. The effect is inevitable : 1 must break down in the 
very midst of one of the most important contests which VAN BUREN*S CAUSE ever got 
into in this state. I do not s^e how I oon avoid it. With every advanta;;fe in my favor — 
with every preparation made — every thing in the finest trim to check. mate and corner all the 
oppoeitioi) to Van Buren, and to force them to come out in his favor — as I know they must do 
soon— I must give way to the counsels of tho.^e who have most hostile feelings to the cause— 
and on what ground \ Because neither Mr. Van Buren nor his friends will move a finger iu my 
aid. 1 muHt s ly this is heartless in the extreme, I do not wish to use any other 1 mguage th»m 
what will convey mildlv the anguishy the disappointment y the despair 1 nuiy say^ which brood* 
over me. If 1 had been a stranger to Mr Van Buren and his friends — if I had been unknown — 
if I had been blest in being a blockhead — I might not have got into my present posture — nor 
would I have expected any aid from your quarter. But after NEARLY TEN YEARS spent 

9 
and it is therefore an ftcinfjuFtire to him to say thnt in Uie past contest in this city, no man has more stronglif 
••inosd 1 tUtCTininition to sustain the measures of the ndmnistr.tion at the cxjience of private interests"— and tben- 
for« he (Wetmore) ilcsires thai he ( McDcnnor) may be f«|mH by a fiitSHlary ! 

Immerfiatelv af>«>r the fiill election of 1814. Messrs Comelins W. Lawrence. Wm. M. Price, Stephen Allen, J. 
JL Whiting?. R. Riker, llaniel Jackiton, Cidetm ()«traader. Cideon Lee, and W. P. Hallett addressed a letter u. their 
friend ^^aiitiel Swart wont, request 11? tliat P. O^sbnry might be uppitinted an Inspector, iis follows: "New York, 
23fl Nov., IKJ4.— Mr. ()?sburv is im oKI inhnbitnnt of this citv— a firm supporter of the administration— and IN 
THE L.VTE KLECrU ).\ WAS Atm VE AND LNPLUBNTIAL. " 

f In Rennett*8 K'trhctt Cabinet l.iid open, No. H. he inya. " I advnanted theremnvnl of the deposits ;'* but he had 
stated in hi« PennsylTuniaii, .lulv ^J. I8'U). that ii sepmedto hiii probiible thnt nothing would be done till Confren 
met; and furthis the New York Vmi ituren editors, wh •ses|)eculatit)^ nphtiMers wanted the bunk plunder, denonne- 
e<l him, while Vnn Ruren himself fXo. 25'2] disliked " the evident tendency of his paper/' K«ndill wr te him fr«»m 
Baltimore tint he w is s irrv he hid fs li.l ' th it the ile|iot:lB8 would not be r^mnved ** — iddin|(, '• I -ithMjl want v«»ur 
most pstideiit c<innseU when ( '/et*' to Phil.idel.tfiia. " I had been and was for a removal, bnt I doubted whether 
chismtNle wiia honest." siivs f?? inett — he nNo onblivheda letter from Kendall, accnsinj; him of " sowing th'S^a 
■of d»tru*t fur an*! wide," and tellin^r him that he nilpht " raise no h preat pn|ter in rbllodelphla— one which shall 
«iinost ronirrti the Democracy of Pennsylvania." bnt to do that he wonbl huve to keep on rood terms w th "tht 
«UMr lending Democriitic papers in the Vnlo >/* Mr. Bennett next appl'ed to Van Bnron, thro* Wi»yt, for a lo«B« 
•od wouki probublv have gal it had not the rejreocv been aftaid that a f/np wat set fitr them, teeinf they bad md 
«o nueh about buyinf up the iiieM— morMver, BeniieU had But worked mm k» futy kmnm», tp tbay mii* ' ' 



tfi New York, WORKING NIGHT AND DAY POR THE CAUSE OF MR. VAN 
BURtiN AND HIS t'RIliiNDS, surraunded,* coo»a8'l have been, wi.h thoee who were con. 
tiiiiiaUy ulkiiig against iiiin, and poisoning ine to hia prejudice, the treuim*'ni which 1 httVt re. 
oeived from tiim and his friends during ihia last year, and up to this moment, is as tuperlatioely 
keartleMs-'^wnd if I (oiiid use any other word more expressive of my sentimeiits I would-««a it 
it possible u> conceive or imagine. By many of those whom 1 havt» supported for years 1 huve 
Wen suspected, slaiidered, and reviled as if I bad been in bitter hostility to Mr. Van Buren for 
years, instead of sujtporting him throvsh every weather t and even sacriticing myself that 1 migbc 
ntaiii the same feelmga towards him — for I assure you I might have continued my connection 
with the C. and K. last year, very much to my advantage — retained my share in the printing 
^Qt6ce of that establiahment, if I tiad not differed with Mr. Webb on. the points that you know so 
well- of. I sold out however to Hoakin — saved a small pitunce from the wreck of the Olobs"^ 
came here and invested it in the Pennsylsanian, which is now entirely under my control, provided 
I eould find a friend anywhere between heaven and earth to help me along, and enable ms to-emrvy 
tut MY FIXED PURPOSE IN FAVOR OF VAN BUREN and his friends. But thatfrisnd 
God has not yet made^ though several of the opposite charactertAe other gentleman has put his 
brand upon, and ibndly sayn *' this is mine.'* 

,.. / except you, DEAR UOYT — I am sure you would help the cause if yon could. I find no 
ilsult with you, although what fault vn*- ^tu with me about the deposits is nonsense, and only « 
.damour raised in Wall street by a .ew of the jealous blockheads hostile to me, who bave-upt 
brains to see that in this city we can use the deposit question very efficiently in the Octpb«r 
election, i do not blame even the jealous blockheads or any others in New York — 1 blame 
only one, and that is the Vice President himself. He has treated me in this matter, as if I had 
.been a boy — ^a child-— cold, heartless, careless and God knows what not. By a word to any of his 
friends in Albany he could do the friendship I want as easily as. rise and drink a glass of Sara- 
toga water at the Springs. He chooses to sit still — to sacrifice those who have supported kirn in 
every weather — and even hardly to treat me as one gentleman would treat another. 

/ scarctly know what course I shall pursue, or what I shall do, I am beset en all sides with 
importunities to cut him — to abandon him-^WhAt can I do? What shall I do? 1 know not. 
.You will excuse this letter — you can easily appreciate the situation of a man ctinfident of suc- 
cess if properly supported — but nothmg before him but the abandonment of his deliberate . ptxc- 
poees or a shameful surrender of honor and purpose and principle and all. 

Yours truly, J. G. BENNETT. 

I do not know whether it is worth the while to write to Van Buren or not— nor do 1 care if 
you were to send him this letter. 

The past and the future placed before Jesse Hoyt, 
[No. 251.] Same to same. — Philadelphia, 15th Aug't, 1833. — Dear Hoyt: I have not 
heard from you for a week. . I hope that my old friends — ^if I ever had any — which I begin to 
doubt — will not forget what I have heretofore done or what 1 may do. Do let me hear from yon 
again for good and all at least. I am, Dear Sir, Yours, &c. JA'S G. BENNETT. 

Van Buren will not lend his friend Bennett one cent — but will bestow his good wishes upon him 
as long as he keeps honest ! / / — Van Buren dare not venture to trust himself on paper to hi§ 
'^riend — Cannot Philadelphia uphold one Van Buren Press ? ^ 

[No. 252.] Vice President Van Buren, to Jesse Hoyt at New York. 
Saratoga Springs* August 19, 1833. — iFree, M. Van BuTen.) — Dear Sib : I return your Mr. 
B's letters, [t. e. No. 250. &c.] / have never dvubted his personal friendship for me, I would aU 
ways have been happy to do him good, but I cannot directly or indirectly afford pecimiary aid to 
his press, and more particularly so as I am situated at the present moment. If he cannot con* 
tinue friendly to me on public grounds and with perfect independence, I can only regret it, but I 
desire no other support. Whatever course he may pursue, as long as it is an honest o>ie, Ishall 
wish him well. He does not understand the relation between the Editors he quarrels with atid 
myself, or he would not complain of me for their acts. They are as independent of me in the 
management of their papers, as I wish him to be, and remain. I had intended to have said thtts 
much to ?iim, but the , your letter, and the evident tendency of his papery render it 

preferable that 1 should not. I did suppose that he would have found no difficulty m obtaining 
money in New York as ethers get it, if our friends in Philadelphia could not alUtogether make 
out to sustain one press. If you happen to meet him I wiph y«)U would make these ezpUnations 
to him, BUT KEEP THIS. I am, in haste, your friend, M. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 253.] Vice President Van Buren, to Jesse Hoyt, N. York. 

Albany, Sept. 7, 1833. — Dear Sir: General Vance, with whose good character and respect- 
tbility you are well acquainted, goes to New York on business in which our State is deeply itU 
ttrreted, and in respect to which you may ^rhaps be of service to him. If you can do so, I hopo 
yo4wUftii-ua«mmfooniiaUy yours M. VA^ BU|U;N« 
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[No. 954.] Attorney General John Van Baren, to Jene Hojrt, N. Y. 

Albant, Dee. 19, 1833. — * Mt Dsar' Hott (as some rascal writea to < Webb^ — ^I endOM 
yen, yoar oheck, for yoar oomfert — ^it was depositeid in the Bank for collection, and, ofcoaiM, li 
retnraed to joa without inconvenience. As for money, I don't know that 1 shall be paeoUv 
■hort (not phyaically but peeuniarUif) onlew Boston and Providence should go down to a mne 
anatosay. In that event I fear the ez-Danish Commissioner and myself w^ be a < below-ptr 
nobUe* of sufferers. 

Please to let Willard of the City Hotel be apprised that I want two flannel shirts, md as mnqr 
pftifs of draweis, to be had of Tryon for a trifle aUas, credit. 

I am not a * Councellor* and be d d to yon— ^uid if I were I shoold spell it with an '8' In 

die middle. Yours < to sarve,' J. VAN BUREN. 

P. 8. Since the foregoing eflfusion was poured forth, I have enquired at the Bank, and find 
your check has been sent to New York. I suppose the easiest way ' to work it,' is to endgM 
you, as 1 do, my check on this bank for the same amount, payable at the same time. J. V, B. 

[No. 355.] J. A. Hamilton, to Jesse Hoyt, on supporting * the Standard/ 
New Yoke, Dec. 30, 1833.— Dear Sir : In reply to your enquiry whether I am wflUng to 
unite with other friends in raising money to sustain the Standard, I have to say*-that if )0 
persons will agree to advance $950 each, the repayment to be satisfactorily secured upon the 
paper, 1 will sgree to advance |pi50 whenever the arrangement is completed. 

With very great respect, &c. JAMES A. HAMILTON. 

O fne rmr SiUu netting the wheeU in mation — eaniraete to be kqrt by Farmere with PatrwmUg 
but may be broken at will with National Banka — no thunder from the eitff^-Plunder^e nor 
game, and * our etate leaded — the legielature is a party organ ; let it play up * Judat^s mmrekf'^ 
IwitruetionM from Waahingten how to manufacture public opinion at Albany, for effect mt 
Waehingtoa — alto for country use / 

[No. 956.] Silas Wright, U. S. Senate, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 
Washinoton, 3d Jan*y, 1834.— My Dear Sir : Your letter and the enclosure came to me diis 
day, and I have this evening sent both to Mr. Flagg, with such suggestions as occurred to me. 
Nothing can be clearer, in my mind, than that the friends of the Administration in your City 
should not attempt to get up -a popular meeting upon this subject. The legielature is the proper 
organ to apeak for the people up(»n this important subject, and there is not a doubt that they 
should act without one moment's delay. It is too late to fear any effect from the allegation 
that our State leada. The subject is now before the Virginia legislature, and I think it quite 
likely they will recommend a restoration of the deposits. The legislature of Ohio have acted, 
and go strong against the Bank — in favor of the removal of the deposites — and against the land 
bill. I ssy they have acted. The mail to.day has brought a copy of their resolutions, whi«h 
had passed the Senate, and which Mr. Morris, the Jackson Senator from that State, says wiH 
pass the Hooae 3 to 1. Every legislature in the Union will act upon this subject, and ours wiH 
not he behind. 

If the friends of the Bank in your city attempt to get up a popular meeting, the subject will be 
one which the friends of the Administration on the ground will best know how to dispose of— 
but in any other way I do not think the maaa of your aomewhat excited population should be 
called to act. 

The state of feeling here is very violent, and popular meetings either way can have little effect. 
Still I should dislike to see a meeting in New York seeming to embody an undivided expresskm, 
given to our opponents— /or the political effect in the country would be bad» I have no time to 
write farther— but shall be happy to hear from you oflen and freely. 
I think the legislature should— in the shortest possible language— > 
1st. Express an opinion against the re-charter of the Bank in any form. 
9nd. Approve cf the communication read to the Cabinet on the 18th Sept. last 
3rd. Approve of the change of the deposits. 
4th. Approve of the reasons given by the Secretary for that change,* both on the ground of 

♦Governor Wright well koew that be was advisinir a violation of a contract with the bank, and, of roune, sT 
the United States constitution. He bids Hoyt to get the party foglemen in the legislature to cause it to approve sT 
AUomev General Tanev's reasons. What a world thi« is I Had W. J. Duane consented to the plunder of ths 
United States Bank, and the enriching of the Van Bnren pet banks with the spoils, he raieht have remained in oflHeS 
as Secretary of the Treasury, gone to Russia on an $18,000 bonus as a sinecure minister, or received the rewaid 
obtained by the supple parasite Taney, the Chief Justiceship of the Uni ed States. H ivins acted honestly, he waa 
thrust from office, his business ns a lawyer hud gone iuto other hands on his removal to Washington, and from that 
day to this, the hired presses of the Van Buren school have slandered him without the slightest regard for trutl*. la 
it thus thiit American freedom can be upheld 1 Wright in the Albanv Senate, voted for banks, and took stoek in 
them— in Washington he pufled them, got the public money placed in them, borrowed out that money next, with 
Other tpeculators, to raise the pneai of the poblie laeds to the people— the national tisaaore was used to blind aai 
^Wk^m^&SSil^ *"StSi"[f**" *rfS2""*^ *^ ^*^* Wi%hlial837, tesoiis^ kbown 



te near expiratioii of the Charter, and on the groimd that ike Bank has abuied its chartered 
powers and priTileges, and has become a political irwtituium. 

These points will cover the whole case in a form and manner moat applicable to the etate of 
ikUigM here. Most truly yours, SILAS WRIGHT, JR. 

. [No. 257.] Cornelius W. Lawrence, M. C, to a Friend in New York. 

HVashington, 24th Jsnuary, 18^4. — My Dear Sir: Your faror of theSlst was received. late 
last evening. lam inclined to think toe shall have a prqjeet introditced FOR A NATIONAL 
'BANK, ae well ae a renewal of the old one, upon principles somewhat different than ffrom 7] 
the bill rejected by the President [Jackson.] Perhape newpropoHHone, not either attacking or 
SQStsining the administration, would receive the approbation of the country. 

The motion to return the Depositee is justly considered an attack upon the President, and it 
is resisted on that ground — but nothing is yet matured, I believe. 

Respectfully your ob't servant, CORNELIUS W. LAWRENCE. 

J Remarks. — It was Mr. Van Buren's rule, and it appears to be Mr. Polk's, to rewaid with 
ces, contracts, early information^ or in some sure and effectual way, those congrNemeti, 
■tate-iegislators, or other persons holding official station by popular suffrage, who had in any 
way injured their characters and standing by violating principle to ssrve party, right or wrong. 
It is in this way that Mr. Lawrence has obtained the N. Y. Custom House, with its patronafe, 
and vast influence and emoluments. 

A few months after writing the lettersof the 24th, 26th, and 3l8t of January, 1834, here given, 
the name of C. W. Lawrence was put up by the Van Buren Safety Fund Bank men» in oppoai. 
tion to the friends of the U. S. Bank, for Mayor of New York. Mr. Lawrence had been elec- 
ted to Congress in Nov. 1832, by 5895 votes over Mr. Ogden, the highest whig candidate. When 
now opposed to G. C. Verplanck for Mayor his 5895 majority dwindled down to 180 ; obtained, 
too, by a sacrifice of principle for the love of gain. At the great ceTebration, by the whigs of 
N. Y., April 15, 1834, the 5th regular toast was " Cornelius W. Lawrence, loAote HEART wae 
with us, but whose NECK was with his party'* That it was tightly in the collar there is abun- 
dant testimony. The reader, on perusing Mr. Lawrence's three letters, will perceive that this 
toast told the simple truth. His judgment was avowedly on one side and his votes were on the 
other. His prospects of adding to his wealth by the sacrifice of his opinions were in the one 
■cale— rhonor and honesly were in the other — ** in private (says the Conr. & Enq. of April 9, 
1834) he admitted that the removal (of the public treasure) was inexpedient. To those who 
conversed with him oii the subject he admitted that this removal wasnncalltd for and impolitic.*' 
Yet he voted for the removal, on a pledge, well kept, that he would get the fingering of two 
millions of dollars of these deposites himself, foru bank to be started in Wall street, with spe- 
cial privileges, and called the Bank of the State of New York, of which bank he and his cronies 
should have the control, the jugglery of disposing of its shares, d&c. The bargain was fulfilled 
by Van Buren — Lawrence had the two millions — had the two million bank charter — and 
had Jesse Hoyt's Custom House mcmies to boot — finally, he has the N. Y. Custom House, its 
vast power and influence, with his bank as a treasury pet, and his brother serving by way of a 
stool pigeon, as its president, till he ^Cornelius) is again ready to resume that lucrative office. 
"As for supposing that Newbold, George Griswold, Stephen Whitney, or any of the old lederal 
commercial men were with us on this occasion, for any other reason, than beeauee they found it 
for their interest to go with us, I never for one single instant had such an unwarrantable idea." 
These were Butlers remarks to Hoyt, Feb. 24, 1834 — and he might have mcluded C. W. 
Lawrence, Morgan Lewis, Saul Alley, Preserved Fish, Ab*m Bloodgood, and seversl other 
rich men, who only went with Van Buren for the love of a share of the plunder. In the Cour- 
ier &, Enquirer of April 8, 1834, we are told (and the fact is neither explained away nor con. 
tradicted) that several merchants of Mr. C. W. Lawrence's acquaintance called on him when 
on a visit to New York, a few weeks previous, when he " frankly avowed his conviction of the 
necessity of a Bank of the United States, and his disapproval of the conduct of the Executive 
rJackson) in reference to the deposites ; but added, that he had bound himeelf BY A 
WRITTEN PLEDGE to uphold the party. Such was his sense of the embarrassments of his 
mtnation that HE ACTUALLY WEPT." The crying congressman, the weeping stock-jobber 
coTTLD Hi^vE RESIGNED had he disUkcd the party drill-^ut it brought him plunder, and he blub- 
hered and held on, and afterwards lent his name as a candidate for the mayoralty to uphold 
the gamblers he voted with in public, and whose dishonest -measures and greediness of gain he 
had secretly condemned to Jeme Hoyt and others. The above letter (Jan. 24) was first pub- 
lished in the Mercantile Advertiser, which also gave paragraphs from another letter by Law. 
rence, written after * the party* had resolved not to go for a new bank, as Danfel JackFon and 
Cambreleng had privately urged them, nor to re-charter the old one modified, as he (Lawrence) 
hoped they would — in which he had begged of the gentleman to whom he had written, to give 
liim his letter back again — he dreaded exposure and public shame. 
The .fivsiiiiif F9§t, by Biytnt, dcoomieed dw bill intiodiiMd into the N. Yctk Legialatiii^ 
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by recommeuf^aion of Ma^cv'ssix million messsge, which .lohn Van Bnren had epeculatpd on, 
' declaring thai it w.mld nuke " LHwren^;e run like the Cholera," for mayor. Act ording to the 
Post, It should have been eniitleri " An Act to loan the credit of ihis State to the Speculators, 
M«»n •paU.-ta, and Rag money dealers lh« reof." The trading poIitici»jns of the stale, then, aa 
now, went any and every way for gnin — Avarire whs iheir god. *' If the United States Bank ts 
dangerous 10 iHe liberties «»f the country (.skt-d the Cour. &, Enq. of Jan. 28. 1832 ) Aotr came 
Q:)veninr Throop to vote f/r if. ? How is it ih a all this dinger^ all this uncnnfttitatio'alityt has 
hten discovered by the Argus within the last t%nelve numihs ! ! ! ! /" When George D. Strong 
was not ail applicant for a bank charter at Albany, he oppo>ed C. W. Lawrence, got up a n«>na* 
Jnation opposed to him for A'derman, and beat him loo — but in April 1834, when he wai* peti- 
tioning the Regency for their sanction to his Commercial Bank (which soon failed) he (Strang) 
vent it strung for Lawrence as the only true dtniocratic candidate for Mayor. In Jan. 
1834, L?iwrence wrote Hoyt, " that a national b'lnk would be useful to the government and the 
country'* — in April, same year, he voted wiih Cambreleng to keep the public revenue in the 
vhults of the pets, tho' the U. S. Bank had paid the republic $1,500,000 for the use of it, and 
al9o that it was unsafe to re.Qharter the National B ink. Three years after this, Lawrence's own 
bank was bankrupt, with two millions of d 'liars of the public plunder clu'ched in its ;?rip, and 
he at the head of it. On Sept. 25th, I84.'l, Lawrence was one of Van Buren*s Sub TVeasurif 
Vice Presidents at the meeting in the Park — and his bank keeps the deposites to this day, 
%\a\e, if the sub-treasury scene shall be re-enacted he will share the plunder there also, under 
Some new and plausible form. — W. L. M.] 

CQllector Lawrence of N, Y. on the Removal of the Deposites — Calhoun, Preston, CUif, 
McDuffie, Rives, and the Nullifiers, their views. 
[No. 2.57] Cornelius W. Lawrence, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Washington, 19th Jan. 1834. — My Dear Sir: Your favor of the 8th (returned from Fayette- 
ville, N. C.) was received this morning, and I notice in the Courier &. Inquirer of Friday thi 
17ih, another letter to me, sij^ned Jacob, referring to the deposites. 

You will no doubt have read Mr. Calhoun's speech- he admits the ricjht of removal from 
office by the President, and says ** nor can I doubt that the power of removal from office, where- 
•ver it exifis, doep, from neces>ity, invo've the power of g^ntral supervision ; nor can I doubt 
that it might be constitutionally exercised in reference to. the deposites** Th^n he goes on to 
•ay, that to prevent the removal of the deposites it would have been his [the President^] right 
and his duty to hive removed the Secre»ary. 

In conve-rsaiion yesterday with the other Senator from South Carolina, Mr. Preston, he ad- 
mitted the giving up the charge of a violation of the Constitution bv the President — but the re- 
moval of the deposites was a violation of Contract with the Bank, &c. 

I think Mr. Clay and Mr. McDuffie's position, of a usurpation of power by the President, is 
gone — and the only question is as to the sufficiency of the reasons. Mr. Seaborn Jones of Geor- 
gia, a Nullifier, will speak next in oar House — and he will maintain that the reasons given by 
3ic Secretary of the Treasury [Taney] are satisfactory and sufficient. 

If the Nullifiera give up the question of usurpation of power in the act in question, that point 
may as well be abandoned by the opposition with us, and Mr. Clay's first resolution cannot even 
pass the Senate. 

Mr. Rives of Virginia is said to have made a very able speech in the Senate on Friday — and I 
have heard that a distinsruished Senator /rom the east said afterwards, that on the constitutional 
argument he had demolished Mr. Clay. 

However I do not say these words were used, and do not wish to be quoted as reporting 
what any one says. My lenef^ are only intended for my fripnds to whom they are addressed. 
Respectfully, your friend and obedient servant, CORNELIUS W. LAWRENCE. 

Cornelius the friend of a National Bank wh^n behind the screen — The quaker on both sides of 

the fence at once. 

[No. 258.] Collector Lawrence to his •assured friend' J. Hoyt. - 

Washington, 26th Jan'y, 1834. — My Dear Sir: lam much obliged to you for your letter of 
the 2lst,and I AM APPREHENSIVE OUR POLTTTCAL FRIENDS MAKE A MISTAKFi 
IN GOING TOO FAR AGAINST A NATIONAL BANK, hut T will have ih^ pleasure ot 
writing a few days hence. Respectfully, your assured friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE. 

Hoyt introduces Kemoehan to Van Bnren on behalf of the United States Bank. 
[No. 259 ] , To Vice President Van Buren. Ni-w York. January 28, 1834. 

Dear Sir: This will be handed vnu by my friend Jf>8eph Kernorh'n. Esquire, one of the del- 
agates from the merchants of this City, ch'irored with a memorial to Congress in relaiii »i to rhe 
embarrassed condition of our Ccunrnf^rcial affairs. He b>ia now retired, but his recently been 
fjLteiuiyely «pgage4 io biwinMj^ aod bip great ezpaiieoc^ eaahiea bim to iouw aU U10 ?aoetf 
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of form* Af Mercantilp op* ration*, and would aerin to qnnlify him to expreaa areurate opinions 
on tliicbiibjecr. He hue bten, evercinct* I hnvB known him, and that ia for many year^, n uni« 
form hupporier of the demncratic adminia'rarion of ihe Cc»untry, and conii nea that rapport to 
tiie nil a>ures of the prea^-m one, in all auve ita viewa in nlatiitn to the Bank of the United ' 
States »• d on ihia subject he *«aya, hh Mr. Jeffer-on tmce »«aid, ** difT'rencea of opinion are to be 
tolerated where reason is left fice to combat them.** His object in ijoingto Washmtrton ta ptneljr 
with the hope of renderin^^ a public st rvice ; and if he t>hduld have a desire to state hia^iewa tO. 
you, 1 have no doubt you wilt cive him the opporrnnity. His great integrity of character will 
authorize you to pUce the utmoHi reliance upon his statements »8 to the true condition of buai* 
Draa uud business men in this city. Res; ectfully your friend and ob*t serv't. J. HOYT* 

Iloyt introduces * a Btnk Misnnnary* to Taney and Van Burem 
[No. 260.] Jesse Hoyt, N. Y., to Vice President Van Buren, Washington. 
New York, Jan 28, 1834. — Dear Sir : My friend and neighbor, Elbert J. Anderson, Esquire, 
who will deliver you chis, visits Washington as one of a Committee of Merchants, charged with 
a memorial trom a portion of that clnss of our citizens, in relation to the present embarraHsed 
State of trade. He is extensively and acrivt ly engaged in business, and U familiarly acquainted 
with the ditficulties that seem, and no doubt actually do exist with all commerciul and mercan- 
tile men. He is one of the few intfUigent and ardent supportera «»f the present Hdminiatration, 
who differ in opinion with it in relation to its views concerning the Bank of the United StHtcs. 
He makes a personal sacritice in this mission, with no other motive thun a desire tt> promote the 
interests of his feliow.citizens, and the information thut he will be able to impart concerning this 
interesting subject, to those whose motives are in common with his own, commends him to your 
favourable notice. Though I do not agree with him in all his views, yet I take pleasure in bear, 
ing testimony to his great sincerity, and purity of character ; and his intelligence upon this t-ub* 
jcct you will discover without any intimation Irom me. With great respect and considf-rationi 
I remain your friend and obedient servant. J. HOYT.t 

Lawrence firmly believes in the vtiliiy of a National Bank, while exerting all his powers to 

aid in crvshing it ! 
[No. 261.] Collector Lawrence of N.,Y., to his friend J. Hoyt. 

Washington, 3 Ist January, 1834. — My Deur Sir: I cnn scarcely suppose it possible that I 
could liave written any letter to authorize the paper you have enclosed to me, and I feel deeplf 
mortified that any one should have authorized a publication in a newspaper. May I beg the fa- 
vor of you to request the person to whom it was directed to return it to me, or at least not to 
circulate it, and if any one should speak of the contents of my letters, phase mention that I had 
repeated to you, that my letters were only intended for those to whom they were directed. I 
can not imagine who could have received the letter alluded to. I have no idea any compromise 
is thought of by riiher political party. 

It is my individual opinion that A NATIONAL BANKtu«7^ proper restrictisns hndsukjeet 
to State Taxes, inc., WOULD BE USKFUL TO THE GOVERNMENT AND COUNTu Y. 
and I know there are other individuals in Con^iress of that opinion, mid that is almost as muck 
as I do know.t Respectfully, your friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE. 

The Missionary addresses Jesse as a friend to O* the Bank, 
[No. 262] Elbert J. Anderson to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Washington, February 1st, 1834. — Dear Sir: I have only to say that Mr. Wright's spcccb ill 
the Senate, seems to preclude any hope of success from our mission ; nothing but the action of 
the people in their primary assemblies can operate upon Congress, and you know better than I 
can what is to be hoped from that source. The deposit question will be settled, to confirm them 
where they are. The sooner that is settled, the better for ail parties. Forty votes cannot bo ob- 
tained in both houses of Congress in favor of [a] new banli, at present ; and the chance of a re- 
newal of the old charter, under any modifications, depends solely upon the contingency men. 
tioned above, a decided expression from the people. A metallic currency seems the present hob- 
by ; I conceive it utterly impracticable. If I see any hope of ■ change, I shall write ; you wiQ 
please receive this only as rny individual opinion. Your friend, 

ELBERT J. ANDERSON, j 

t A similar letter was sent with Mr. Anderson to Mr. Taney, Mr. Duane's snecessor in theTreosnrt DepartivMnl^ 
having the fulluwing words added : — " He has a great desire for an opportunity of convening with you upon ihm 
^ matters referred to. and I have taken the lit>erty to hand him this letter, and I beg you will indulge me for the 
"liberty. And believe me to be, tec. JESSE HOYT." 

X On the 96th nf Mnrch, 1831. Mr. Lawrence wrote Mr. H. Durell in reply to an enqniry of the working men «f 
tiie 6th W« d, New Y«»rk. Oh follows: " In reference Ui the • abolition of all licensed monopolies.' On the br«m4 
cround. 1 admit the justice Of the genetal proptnition, that k in olijectiotihWe to give any man or ••t of m«n, iiwn- 
toges which interfere with the jukt rights and liberties of other*." He added, that a* to *' a disUict system of •!••- 
t^iu," on whidi time had beea *' nuch diaeuiaioa, he had nut rsflaetsd attfficientJj.'* 



1^, lOHN VAN BUREN qUS8INe| BETTING AND BTOCKJOBBINO. 

Van Bva^en a/nd Sufortiffovi, when at sixes arid sevens, . 
fNa 963.] Vice Pregident Van Buren to Abraham Miller, White Plaina, West 
Cheater countyi N. Y. Washington, Feb. L 1834. — My dear sir: There is certainly nothing 
tliai I could do for you with propriety and effect that I would omit. / cannot^ however ^ write 
to Mr. Sioartwout,* On ^is suSjecif I have done so so often wWiotut success^ that self-respect has 
cQunpdUd me to desist. I presume, however, that he has his hands full. If the expression of 
my wishes in behalf of your son can be of use, he may show this letter to the Collector. 
Wuidjie continued health and happiness, I am, dear sir, v^ry truly yours. 

^^ M. VAN BUREN. 



Buying $20,000 in Stocks^ on the strength of a confidential peep at Marcnfs Mortgage Message, 

before its delivery. , 

[No. 264.] Attorney General Van Buren to * My Dear Jesse' Hoyt. Albany, March 22, 
1834. — My Dkar Jesse: Please let Nevins and Townsend buy me 100 shares of Moh. and 
Hud. R. R. for cash at 96, and Bost and Prov. 100 shares at 92^ cash; drawing on me at 3 
days sight for the amount. If better terms can be had by taking the stocks two weeks hence 
(buying on time) I should like it better. I fear stocks will rise after Monday, and therefore I 
want these purchases made Monday, but leave it open after. Let the beggars deal honestly by 
me far I lose a deal ofmonusy anyhuw.i There wUl be something done here Monday thai wiu 
charm you Yorkers. Lawrence will nm like the Cholera. 

Please ask Bucknor to hand you the amount of differences at which my fifty shares Man- 
hattan stock were settled, and send it to me. Yours very truly, and much better. 

J. VAN BUREN. 

AUomey General {John) Van Bwren asks Omnipotence to curse his friend Jesse Hoyt — wisikes his 

Rail-road stock sent^ with Jesse, to Tophet — athd grumbles at the New York officials for notfwT' 

nishing^nds for his stock garnbling transactions — Hoyt obtains stated preaching at $28 per • 

atmwm, ai the Ascension Church — Parke OodwiWs opinion of the Leaders of * the Democra>cy? 

[No. 265.] John Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street, N. Y. Albany, March a6» 

1834. — Why God d— n you, Jesse ! buy my stock and draw upon me at sight. You must be 

po(rr bitches down there, if you cannot raise this two penny sum. If the stock has gone up, 

let U go to H-^.X The Bank will come up against the Safety Fund Banks, and depress 

stocks— ^e Gtovemor's measure will eventually relieve the country .$ Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

* There was erfdently the bfstpooiible undenrtanding established between Mr. Swartwout and the Albanr 
Heceucy as early as 1835, for in that year and 1836, Marcy, Wrisht, Croswell, J. Van Buren, Curning, &c7ai« 
liberal la iheir letters to him, recoiomendiiig candidates for his Hospital, tieyinour and many others thus got 
places. On the 23 J of March, 1836, Edwin Croswell recommi nds Burnum Whipple to his '^ nicigt favorable con- 
sideration*— a«ures him that his (W.*s) " pecuniary circumstances render it (leculiariy desirable as this time,*' 
that he should be admitted into Swartwout's Poor House— and thus sums up his character—" His political quaii* 
Aationa a e equally unques ionable ; being a uniform Republicaii of the Old School.** Mr. AtKimey General J. 
van Buren thus endorses Whipple on the same nheet: '* Samuel 8Wartwout, Esq. — Dear Sii— I fully concur in 
the fort'golng CCroswell'tt] rtxommendation of Capt Whipple, and as he is a very clever fellow, to boot, 1 boM 
you will b« able lo do what he aslts. Yours truly, J. VAN BtTKENT*^ 

•« Albany, March 23d, 1836.** 

t Mr. Hoyt got along more quietly with Van BureB*8 knavery than with that of some other penons. On the 
SSth of FebruHry, 18^, he wrote to Levi Woodbury from the Custom House— *^ Mr. Price*s ron has published, faa 
the Ciurier of this morning, a letter from his father, which I have not read and do not mean to raid. I am 
quite tired of ' the rogues and roguery.' '* 

On the 8ih of November, 1839, be wrote as follows : " B. F. Butler, Esq., U. S. Attorney— Sir : Do not faU ta 
not the case of Harvey d& SI age in a position for a new trial. Several merehantt have been to me, vko are per- 
f^tlf mUrageoiu at eueh a vHnation of all law a»id sense. 1 think I could safely swear to newly discovered te£ 
mony, so as u> get a new trial on tliai ground. Mr. Russel has stated some facts to me that ar<9 new. Think of 
this poinU I am so mortiied and ypsst at the result. 1 WRX LEAVE NO STONE UN TURN ED TO PUN- 
ISH the party who wouUl attempt to overturn all law and morals. Resply. J. HOYT, Collector.'* 

t Mrs. Jameson tells us hi her Summer Rambles, that a Baptist Preacher, whose church she attendi d in Detroit, 
and who evidently wanted to steer clear of offending hot and foolish panisians, made an acute prayer for Johirs 
fhther, viz : that ** if Mr. Van Buren were a good man he might be made better, and if a bad man, ttiat he might bt 
speedily regenerated.*' Perhaps if he had been favored with a peep at John*8 corresponrience, he would bavi 
omitted the ^altogether, as applied to the junior. Mr. J. V. B/s monstrous impiety appears to have shocked 
even the hnpenitent Hoyt about this time, and partially effected that which even the Pions B. F. Butler*s calls 
have failed in— as wiin«-f« the following receipt—" Mr. Jesse Hoyt— -To the Church of the Ascension Dr Tn 
Bent of Pew, No. 38, 1 May, 1834, to 1 May, 1885, $28. Received Payment, 4bc. * ^. * » 

WILLUM DONALDSON." 

^RiLtBviNo TBB CouMTET.— The juniot Van Btiren refers hera to Marcy'a Message of the previous day, TMarch 
SO advising the people to mortgage their farm:*, and lend the safety ftmd and pet banks the other six millions, to n- 
Ikve the eountiy. Mr. Parke Godwin, of the N. Y. Customs, has given an honest opinion about relievint the 
€0«ntry, which we copy from his newspaper, The Patf^ndsr, of April 82, 1848. Electors of New York, \»Tt not 
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talks of bitnk patriots and sd/bk mcniod mtty^-^anagtmuy dislresSyOnd ttock not to be^oldl^'M 

wiU do to talkabovt — Jackson <f* Co.^sten miUionbtmk scheme snuikard as impoiUic at the tivM* 

(No. 266.] Edwin Croswell of the Argus to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Albakt, Mait:h 

26, 1831— My Diar Sir: If the Standard can be purchased of Mr. Hone, unincumbered, for 

$00,000, our friends ought not to hesitate to get possession of it Aside from the importance 

of tne step, politically, it could scarcely foil, if managed with reasonable tact and economy, 

to prove a matter of pecuniary profit. I do not think of any one precisely qualified for the 

charge of the paper, who is at this moment firee Irom engagements of another sort, but I have 

no doubt the man may be found, and soon, if our friends will take the refusal of it for a 

given period. 

You have imdoubtedly read the Governor's message. Allow me to ask your opinion of iti 
>T%e Bank and opposition press grossly misrepresent the proposition. That was expected of 
course. The Bank has produced the " distress" and its incendiaries have contributed to it in 
all possible ways. Real or imaginary, it is their only hope. Hence any proposition, calcu* 
latea to produce relief either by inspiring confidence, or by providing means, is their banc, 
and will he fought and lied down, if possible. But I am satined the project will be approved 
by the legislature, and by the people, and that it will result advantageously to the pecuniary 
and political interests of the state. Attempts will be made by the bank patriots ancf by selfish 
monied men to decry the stock in the foreign market. But rely upon it, IF ANY »HALL 
BE EVER ISSUED, it will find a sale without difficulty. 

Bomiwd of the poorest of his countrymen. He is the aon-in*law of Wm. Ciillen Bryant, and were nil the offlcei 
in Lawrence's djc&rtmrnt as well bestowed as iiis was, by Van Nt-as, who is tliere thai could cuniplHin 7 

[From ttie Pathfinder, by Parke Godwin.]—^* It [meaning the democratic party] has talked until it has nor only 
exhausted its breath, but its life. Wliai is it doing to carry out its nrincipli-s ? What leal vnaliiy is there in 
any of its pniminent measures 1 Whnt g^nine uianh«H>d in any of its prnmincnt men 7 Ih it not, at thi^ uiO' 
meat, s grand imposition and falsehood '^ Is it nut a va>t enll etive deaiiiV bead, an illusion, h deceixer, and 
auti-clirisi 1 We ourselves answer tliese questions in tlie afliiuiHtive. We do so, Ucnnse we conscientiously 
believe that our politico and our poliiicnl parties are stupendous nnd cruel iiuinbiigs. '! he d> mociniic party, par- 
ticularly, is liable to this ci.arge, because it profpcses to be iiuided by loity aims. Iik ends art.' ii):lit, but tcx ueana 
are delu--ive. Not thnt the mass of Its roenil»ers are aware of this — not thai a wlioln y*o\ le would voluntarily 
agrre to mislead and cheat themselves — but that the leaders i»f the party are tilled eiti.er with iitnorunce or 
hypocrisy and selfishness. They are either grossly isnorant of their duiits, or they know that ihey aie b tiaymg 
the multitude whom they profess to serve. We Tnipenrh them with the fact. We diaree them wtth tnfliiig 
with the happiness of niillions. We accuse them of an utter want of human •} mpalhy. We denuuuce riiem at 
cBeats and pretenders. 

This is stroiiK language, but not too strong to be verified. Let us see. What have the mass nf the populatitm 
gained by the recent election ? Why, they have dismissed one set of magistrates to adopt another, who may or 
may ni>t be better. Beyond the few who will get office by the intolerant pro^eriptioil of their oppttiients, what 
class is benefited 1 Has ai.y principle been settled? Has any real, pottiiive advancement been wrought in the 
condition of the people, or even in ^mblie opinion 1 After ail the wasteful exp< nditure of tiine |i<.d ouney, ai^tr 
a 1 the parades, junketiings and speeches, after the declamations of the newspap* rs and the vociferations of tli« 
bar-ro4inis, after socii ty h^is been siirred to its depths by a fierce excitement, in tin-re a single man wli(» can hoa- 
estly say that his lot has been improved hy the resu t, even so much as one Jot or tittle f Din n any democrat, 
ia ihe wildest flieht of his ex|iect;itions, believe that eiihur prodperity, comlbrt, or eltvation has been secuied lo 
the p'-nplel Are they more sure of employment, m<ire ea^y in their pecuniary circumstances, better lodged, or 
clothed, or fed, enlarged in intelhct and expanded in sympathy, In cons* qneno* of ilie p<*litlrnl r vdulon tn 
wh»« h they have been ma e to contribute ? No ! No ! The pour deluded credton-s are as niiacrnbleund detaaed 
38 ever they wt;re— iu liie face of all ihe lying flaueriea of pulitical addtesaea, and all the heartless mocUnp of 
political leaders. 

Nay, we go further than this. We will auppose that the A* mocratlc party has been siiccePifnl In its pro 
jec s, not only in ttiis city, but throughout the Union : we will supiiose that Mr. Calhoun or Mr. Van Bureii his 
beenchosen to the Presklency, along with triumphant majorities in both liouses ol Ctmgress: we will suppi«o 
that all the measures for wh ch it contends are carried into practical ex«'cuti«in: we will sui-ptucnH this, tod 
yet say, ihat it will n>*t benefit the mass of the i eople in any perci'ptible degree ! It will hard<y Mcure thtm 1 
single one of their primary and most important rights ! I. will leave them an (tir f>om the point ol true social 
happiness and individual development as they are now ! They will continue lo be as debased, ignorsni, and 
squalid, as they are now ! They wlil be expoiied to as much sufierlng aiul as many difasten* a^ ihey are now t 
They will atill live in nasty and pestiferous houses, in crowded and dirty streets : th« y will still work in shops 
that are little better than styes: th^ will still fe*d upon the worst products of the woist maikets: they will stUl 
be cut oflffrom many of the necessaries, and all ihe refinements and etegancet of life : they will still be visited bjr 
want, sickness, destitution, and hai>teiied-death : their children will still grow up in tdlene^fl> tftnoraneo, and vice; 
tliey will siill be denied the right t«» labor, the right to edu^atloii, the right to social inieicoursi : they will siill to 
the slaves of the capitalist and the dupes of the polhician : still forever running the same drear>' mund of dip* 
agreeable and monotonous labor, unsatished desires, artificial disease, liebasine companionhhips, cheerisss live* 
and hopele>s deaths ! Political changes may have brongitt them a brief political improvement; bat ah ! to all 
tile essentials of happiners, they will be as meagre and helpless as ever. Poiiticiaus ! have you ttoooglit of tbte t 
If you have not, what criminal blind gmdefi yon are 1 If you have, what huamoas byp<icriiet yonr Unpoatum 
prove you t<» have been 1 We suggest the question, in the ntrooat seriousness, to the higher minds among the 
dem«>crats ; whether for the lastt«v enty years, they have accomplished aught worth speaking of for the milltons f 
Wo ask theift, whether they are likely to do anything more, for the next flf^y years 1 We call upon BIr. Van 
Buren, upon Silas Wright, Bamuel Young. Tammany Hall, the Democratic Review, th« Plebeian, and Evening 
Foat, or any organ or advocate of the democratic par^, to declare hi what respect they hope to improve ihe eon- 
£tk>n of the mass«-s— to what decree and by what mesns they propnae to advance the pnblic happiness 1 Wbm 
£id how and where they are to fumtah even a partial exempiiAcattuB of the working t>r their boaatMl priocipioi f 
IHejr most do this, or be content to receive the withedng corn* wliMl th* loBg miiled and ahuaod iD«ilttiidt will 
foaaa or later heap upon their guilty heads.*' 



So ftr as we hear from the'covLntfy, the elBsct of the message has been favorable, beyond, 
oar most sanguins expectations. Such is the case here. Mooerate men of the opposition see ' 
and admit the value oi' the proposition as a measure of relief, and although the party 'netos- 
parpen in the service of the banJc will deride and assail it, they will not carry by any means all 
their friends with them. Aside from its intrinsic worth, as the best proposition that, ^mder the 
circumstances, could be' presented to the legislature, it vnU serve to give confidence to our friends^ 
so PAR IS THAT IS NECESSARY, and wili put arguments and weapons into their hands. A 
ten viiUion bank was received with little favor here^ in or out of the legislature, and if proposed 
could not have succeeded. Defeat would have given to the whole matter a far worse aspect than if 
nothing had been aUennvted, With great regard — sincerely your friend, E. CROSWELL. 

Ganvbling in the StocJcs. 
[No. 267.1 Attorney General (John) Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Albany, 
March, 28, 1834.— My Dear Jesse— The purchase by N. and T. of 100 Mohawk at 96 is * 
very good. I understand it to be payable in all next week. I shall be in N. Y. next Monaav 
(3lst inst.) and then shall arrange it. Please countermand the order for Boston and Provi- 
dence; I should prefer not to buy it; and if it is purchased and can be resold without loss, 
let it be done — any how, as Lora Grey said, I shall stand by my ' order.' 

Yours very truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 268.] Attorney General J. Van Buren asharned to appear pubUcly as a Stock-jobber. 

Albany, April 17, 1834. — My Dear Jesse — Nevins and Townsend write me that they have 

bought my Utica Stock. Please get the money for the enclosed, and pay them. I do not vnsk 

to cffrresfond. with them direcUy. Let the certificate be made out in my name, and send it to 

me by some private conveyance, or keep it till 1 come down, which will be shortly. 

Yours very truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

The Postscript shows the future Financier. 
[No. 969.] Attorney General J. Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. Albany, 
June 13, 1834.— My Dear Jesse— With the slender assistance ot the above [a draft for S780J' 
fortified by the enclosed [a check for S3 1 10], you will, I think, be able (if you will do me the 
favor), to satisfy the following demands— Nevins & Townsend $39 1,4(>— Chester Jennings S25(l 
— " Young" Wilson $100— Minthome Tompkins S70. If it lalls short, parcel it out to the 
Cormorants, in such bits as you may deem most meet to subserve their several necessities. I 
intend to walk into the Mohawk soon. J. VAN BUREN. 

Pi S. 1 tho't my stock was bought at 109, was it not 1 The receipt says 109 J. 

Y(nung Van Buren^s faiher-hUaw, and HoyVs brother, Lorenzo, getUng rid of less profUMe 
Bank-Stock, through Jesses agency. 

[No. 270.] Judge James Vandeipoel, Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Albany, 
June 20, 1834.— Dear Sir- 1 thank you for the services you have rendered your brother and 
myself in procuring stock for us in the Lafayette Bank. Our portion to be sm-e is not large, 
but we console ourselves with the truth of the old adage, that " half a loaf is better than no bread." 
Vou will confer another obligation upon me to procure the residue of the deposit money, and 
either send me your check, or deposit it in the Phaenii; Bank in my name to the credit of the 
Canal Bank. I send you a draft on the Commissioners for the amount. If it is presented on 
Monday the Conmiissioncrs will pay it, otherwise it must be drawn through the Butchers and 
Drovers' Bank. Respectfully yours, j. VANDERPOEL. 

M2m. by J. Hoyt. June S3. Received $250 from Commissioners and sent my check to 
Judge Vanderpod tor it. J. H. 

[No. 271.] Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany, to Jesse Hovt, New York. July 18, 1834.— Dear 
Brother: The Judge rVanderpoel] and myself THINK WE SHALL MAKE NOTHING 
BY HOLDING OUR LA FAYETTE STOCK, and therefore, annexed, send a power of 
attorney to sell it. Please have it done, and send your check to the Judge for the amount 
Yours affectionately, L. HOYT. 

" July 21, 1834. Sold for account of Jesse Hoyt, Esq. By Nevins & Townsend, 25 shares 
La Fayette Bank stock at lOU $2537,70— less commission i per cent, $6,34— $2531.16— Leas 
90 per cent, unpaid, 2260=$281,16." 

A silk stocking Democrat. — " We have to be a little vulgar these Jackson timcs^" 

[No. 272.] James Monroe, Esq., to Jesse Hoyt, 42 Wall street, N. Y. Ballston Spa, 

July 24, '34.— Dear Hoyt: A Virginia friend, like all the rest of them who have not played a 

part in Wall fireet, do not know and wiU not learn that when a note or draft is due, tU£t it 

ilther has to be paid or protested. When 1 left N. Y. 1 made no provision for the payment of 
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a draft on me for $1550, drawn by a Virginian, thinking that he would Uiink andaHM far oa 
to put the money in b.nk to meet the payment. Not so— the drait had to be f^id, and like 
Ward's notes, or rather my notes fn his tavour silentiy overdn.ia-n rav bank account which my 
agent made good by loan I'rom my friend H. Ogden of the Castom lioase. Now, if you can 
conveniently, and if you cannot conveniently, then you must put in bank for my accouiit the 
SI 000 as e«.rly as the' morning of the 27ih inst., as I shall send a check to Ogden lor that day. 
Hj is a good Jo. kami man^ and perbape wants no money, but this you can ask h m. If my 
friend fiom Virginia puts mnj money in Bank, 1 will send you a check tor the ;51000 at once*— 
this he may i^Ti'te me t>day that he has done. You cm have the money again in a few days 
at any rote". 1 knew it is riiigar to attend to money mtdtcrs th s kit weather^ bUT WK 11 A\ K 
TO 6ii A LITTLE VULGAR TUtJ&fL JACKSON TLMKb. 

No news here. Let me hear from you. If you Kould like to make a little money out o/Sara* 
TOGA, let mc knoioit. I tell you it must go dowA. I may join you. When does Glover tnd 
Wani come upl In haste, yours truly, J. MONKOE. 

A Beggar — Can you get bctb? — Perish C P. C. Bcard.^Uij, 

[No. 273.] Attorney General John Van Buren to J. Ho}l, N. Y. Albany, Aug. 29, 1834. 
My pKAR Jbsse: For G — d's sake send me my over coat — my underc.othes are all worn out, 
and I'm a beggar. Let it be taken to Wheeler's, who will send it to me. Old you get i ny 
bets on Governor, even 1 We shall lick the dogs so in this 5:>tale that the * Giett West' wiU 
bear the howiijg. Yours truly, J. VAN BURi:.N. 

N. B. Our brethren in Oneida are all *with one accord united' — look o'.u for a tail majority 
in 0. (1) ** Perish 0. P. C. Beardsley' (3) will be re-e.ected by 1500 majonty. 

*/ miisi have ashy at the Boys^ — a Stock jdUng Epist!e. 
[No. 274.] Attorney General John Van Buren to J. Hoyt, (Albany,) Sept. 5, 1834.— My 
Dear Jbsse— Please let Ncvins & Townsend buy me 100 shares of iratterson R. R. Stock 
delVr in 60 ds, ms cheap as possible. I must have a s^ at the boy.^. Keep the j urchiised note 
till 1 see you. . . hall go west this afternoon, and return in 3 or 4 weeks. If anything tunje up 
in my absence lu depress stocks rapidly and seriously, whicii is hardly rosfsible, sell out and 
sa/e me Irom loss. Yours truly, J. VAN BURi:.N. 

Pearce on the Rhode Island Election — Potter an old fed. in his dotage-^WJiip the Bank Men — 
Governor Francis^ a Van Bureniteof]^ water — a hint about family connexions^ J^romus John- 
son like, 

[No. 275.] t Dutce J. Pearce, M. C, Rhode Ibland, to Jc*-se Ho}t, N. V. Newport, R. 
L Sept. 18, 1834. — Private. — Dear sir: Yours of yesterday 1 hf:ve. U our men do not act Ukc 
fools, we can elect ocu: Senator by a decided majority, siiy a majorit)- of five or six. In a vote 
between Potter and Bui^ess, the vote would probably stand 41 to 41, thus giving to the Gover- 
nor the casting vote in fevor of Mr. Pottei* — but to give Mr. Pott«.r 41 votis, he must get three 
votes in , and this threa we are afraid he will not be able to do— and it is moreover 

well understood that if there would be no probebilinr of Mr. P's hi ving a mtjoiitv of one ovt r 
Mr. B., Mr. B. will be withdra\\Ti and tne Atto. GcntToI, Gretne, ti.ken rp, who would un- 
doubtedly beat Mr. P. three or four votes. 1 think it will not do to run Mr. PoUer, who is now 
in h*s old age and dotage — cannot forget h's carlf associiUit/fis of fedaraJtirm and Uuitford Con- 
ventionkxJsm. It is hard for the Ethiopian to change his skin. "Mr. P. will be the a use of our 
deteat, if defeated we should be ; and, u' disposed, cLn put our success beyond a douU — m other 
word.", if he will give up his pretensions where bin fn'endstell him there is ro chtnce for him — 
and this we mu!:t do, and support another man with the stme zei-l we would support him. If 
we could mpport h m with the hope of success, we would pve the lank men a severe wh pping^ f.nd 
send to the Senate the best man we have, in my opinion, in our st^te. Governor [ JdUn B.] 

* ^»'rl^h C p. r. BenrdMf>y whs ih^ whig nicknnnie to Snn>ni'l B'*nnMor. ofOncldM, who vrnn n viftlrnt mp- 
liorter of iLt* H.if«ty rui.d hth^w o' B mkit, m d «n « i cmy to ti.e t'n't' d StQ e la k m d b s- il>r . lit* ttn It ity 
M ^peecb in C<u greit-s Jniiutiry. 1?34, in \vbich he .uit.— '* ^u ! tfuour Uiuu tviutM tur ktep -^j^orhh tbo state 
bankj*— pfrli«h credit— prri^ih couiiiierce.*' 

t Piitep J res rc«. an \\ fln^rtin) hwypr nf RhfiHr Itlnrd. wn* pppolnted ItV Mtmiv>^. in 1S24. It* U. S. fMgtrlct 



Attorney, rie pi t<rml tl.A 19'li (?(nifrrB»«. in l)i crnilif r. 1885. with Tri>itriii &r.rtfeH»> : »rd Juhii Qiiii ry AdMin» 
thn«r.iinfrr tatnCiB h ill on a re^tection tn th# 94th CmiMreM, ben yeir* aflcr. in a letter dated Gn'.tcx, S'|ir. 
. 7< 1835. " I hfHftliy rfttiKnitnleti* >(iu upon yt tir r« cU rtiiin ti> Cniiiireii>-- lihoiicL in u.. umi v \i\\.ut\\ii.\ luibiic 
I eHMir 'ff. 1 d fliTcd widely in upluion thuu y« tt U< the InM C(ir.([ra4^ ; nnd hlU.uiitfli 1 do i.oi hxitcr n>y^el^ 
vp sIimII Ncre** uiucii iMiusr in the next, I * ui yftci»i.viii.-«sl tb' t tlie jwriy whlrh h.i> iK-en those tww y 
f trufi0ini' tii'bre Jc yoti down, the bnrp ci ni|i« ucd ••( H rttiinl ronver.untt tG«l( r Ii 111 ard riiy»tl ircb niHiuii.i 
rontiifh with theeorrupiiunofboth itK elt* ufnbmhat I bnil wltli J<y the vuttiry whirh yi t^ h vk >ihi 
frver it : I rr)n ci* n\>t, ilmt thr KfHie |ie<irlf h»-re m|iHir»d the !i«ju-«t cp dm e l.y iIjh xMne p rty u^ Mr Spth 
dnd h' T<* rturnpfl hint tu i:ni fnm a- y<<ar r<»llei«ue. Of ilmi imi ty, tn'Hc)ier> i« 8<> Uwt riie hp in tjuii 
th t I have h'iird h\t Bn^f n n'nifiiin thn tliey hn ve UMid it «-vhi. wiiti ii'.iii. it i.« ibplrnntTin' tiri't 
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Francis. He can certainly be elected against any man the bank party can name, by a major* 
ity of five, reserving his own vote as the presidinff officer of both iKnises. 

Mr. Francis is my confidential fneTidf and vjomd awppcvt the admimstraUon. Be is more de- 
voted to Mr. Van Buren than any other man in Rhode Island. He was my classmate, and the 
classmate of Grovemor Francis in College, and is also your Grovemor [Marey]'s ^rsonal Mend. 
Mr. Francis is not anxious for the place, bat / know would run if he would receive the suj^rt 
of oar party. With these prospects before us, it will be too bad to have them blasted— and 
blasted they will be, by Mr. Potter's pertinacity and obstinacy. What can we do? I hardly 
know. I have written lately to Mr. Woodbury fully, in r^sard to our difficulties, and have at 
times thought I would write Mr. Van Buren, and Mr. Wright your SenatOT, in relation to 
them. t^Mr. P. [Potter] is wnder great o^aUons to Mr. Wnght. If Mr. Wright would, 
5;;;^without bringing my name into questioQ, or in any way referring to it, urge Mr. P. to with- 
f:^*draw when he finds success hopeless, and throuoH all his weight into the scale of Mr. Fran- 
H^cw, our victory would be a glorious one. Mr. P. woOld raise himself in the estintiation of 
ll^the administration, and if he on earth would not receive his reward, some of his fi:iends and 
in-family connexions may. Truly yours, DUTEE J. PEARCE. 

Perish C. P. C. Beardstey no * Bank slave ^ onl/y a Van Dwren man ! I 

[No. 276.] Samuel Beardsley, M.C. to Jesae Hoyt, N. Y. Prtrafe.— Washington. 
September 24, 1834. — Dear Sir : Your favour of the 16th, reached me here to-day. I am well 
aware of the feeling of your bank* merchants, and all other bank worshippers towards m3r8elf. 
That is of little moment to me, and less still to the public. I dare not venture any opinion to 
you about my district, although I believe our political Mends hppe that it will be for the country 
rather than for the Bank. Personal feeling aside, I must say that I hope such may be the 
result: in other words, I would {urefer being a freeman to being a bank slave. I do not give any 
opinion for myself about the District. I however believe that our fHends not only hope for a 
democratic majority in Oneida and Oswego, but they expect one of firom 5 to 10 hundred. My 
opinion is, that General Root may have 400 maj(»ity in Broome, but that in Delaware he will 
be behind some 800. 1 presume Grovemor Marcy will be re-elected by more than ten thousand. 
In haste yours, S. BEARDSJLEY. 

Van Buren^s Profanijby set off by Butler's Piety. 

[No. 277.] Attorney Gen'l J. V. Buren to J. Hoyt, N. Y. P'm'k— " Avon, N. Y. Sept 
28" [1834]— franked by "M. Van Buren." My Dear Jesse,— I make use of a frank the cW 
man left with me, to let you know that / am about as wiha^^py a d— — I as yov, iffould wish to 
see^rom the fear that you have purchased me some Patterson R. R. Stock, on which lam to lose a 
large sum of money. I see that on Wednesday it left off at 81 4, which is 8 or 9 per cent lower 
than it was when I authorized you to buy for me. I know nodiing of the d — — d stock, except 
Aat Brenmer was dealing in it,t and it had been rising for a month, and I hardly thought my 

* When Samuel Beardsley was elected to Congress, firom Ooelda, he resigned the oflice of U. 8. DUrtrlet At- 
torney, was succeeded by N. S. Benton, new Secretary of State for N. T., and In 1836. appointed by Governor 
Marcy Attorney General. He was a firm supporter of the safety fond bank system* opposed to Yoong, and one 
of four to buy Croswell's three-walled house, oot of which job the Evening Journal extracted mnch amase- 
ment at the expense of the Icnaves who made the bargain. Beardsley entered the senate of N. Y., in 1083, was 
a rigid partisan, thorongh for Crawford, and, as Hammond thinks, very honest. Marcy nominated htm tn be 
Attorney General, late in 1836 ; and when a aenator, he eould not brine his conselenee to consent to the sendiDg 
of Bishop and Kemble back to their eonstUuents. Lika Wright, in 18dl, ha thought that popular appaala may 
be made too often. 

t BcrLiR's PiBTY.^-Joha Van Bnreo U said to have remarked, when in New York, soma time tiace, that ha 
tufiered less for his profanity than Butler did for his piety. I annex another specimen of the latter. 

It Is well known that J. 6. Bennett took part with Van Burao, Lawrenca, Butler, Morris, Sdmtmdi aad 8ia> 
venson, in the Glentworth aflkir of 1810. In the N. T. Hertild, of Oct. 9Qth, we And the report of a N. Y. ia- 
dlgnatioa meeting, held, at notm of the 34tb. In the Park, David BaAks beli« iU president, and Wright Hawkes, 
now of Paris, the mover of resolves. Mr. B. F. Butler was the orator of the day ; and, had he really been a 
prnus man, his pathetic appeals lo God and Providence would have been passed over by me without remark— 
but look at the impudence, covetousness, and hypocrisy shown in his letters, which compare with bis descrip- 
tion of his opponents, and the then mayor of Philadelphia He said, " that fraiuls extensive and atrocious were 
practi.sed by the Whigs in 1838 and 16^, is now abundantly proven. Tliese frauda were snceessfnl in the first 
instance, and nearly so in the last. The reason that they were not so in the latter Instance, is not fh>m the 
vnnt of exertions on their part, but from {fy^ the direct interposition of aa overruling Providence.^^ .... 
I Ahnll du all I can, undeterred by threats of prosecntion, indictment, or ataassinaU<m, whtoh have bean hald 
out, to go on and bring these perpetrators to justice, even If my MSb fiill la the effort. I look on this as a spadal 
interposition of that providence — that ruler of truth and justica, who ralae and reigns overall, and even In this 
lifpi pnniKhes the guilty, and brings frauds to light and punishment. . . . What a frightful system of fhind 
<Ioes not all thin deveiope, on the part of our opponents 1 Monstrous ia the axueme. And chtefly coaeocted 
in and thrust upon us from a neighboring city, the central seat of the monled power, and wlilch is also the 
head qnaners of the United States Bank, and has so long bean tmder iU blightiag influence. Yea, from that 
city came the Hnsslans who were to crush our liberties, (wd destroy the freedom aad purity nf o«r Instltutkms. 

f»rs.) {^ And John Swift, its mayor, (great outcry,) tha chlaf magtaonsi of the sacood city la tha United 
Suites, was the wicked and willing agent and participator ia fbt^iranliaf these stupendous fhnds, and ia 
conniving at the contemplated frauds of 1840. (Tremaadoiii oaiery.) Aad by his ^oatrol oyer hi* fiotlce 
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buying would knock it down forthwith. Perhaps it will go still lower,, and may be worth 
nothing for all I know. If so, and if I own any, sell if you think best, and let me lose the 
present difference. II' I get out of this job, you may consider mc " discharared cured" as the 
Cholera reports read. Yours ever truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

Jvsse Hvyt s and Jokn Van Duren*s Bets^ Sept. and Oct.^ 1834. 
[No. 278.] I have compiled the foUowing statement from Mr. Hoyt's memoranda of 
his bets, on his own smd Jolm Van Buren's account, previous to the fall election in New York. 
1834. 

With James Watsm WeW.— S500 on Grovemor (Marcjr vs. Seward), ercn— $500 on 7000 
for Marcy— $50 to S25 against Vernlanck*s nomination for governor— S50 on Cambrelcng 
•^$250 on Members of Congress in N. Jersey— S260 on Governor of Ohio— $250 on Governor 
of New York— $100 each, on 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8000 majorities for Marcj'- $50 against 900 
majority 1st ward, N. Y.— $1000 on 750 majority for Congress in city of N. Y. — ^$1000 on 
1250 majority for governor, in do — ^total $4500. 

With Geo. F. Talman.—t\f^ to $200 on Marcv— $50 on Bcardsley— $50 that Marcy does 
as well in Montgomery as in 1832—^0 that the whi^s would have 2250 in Washington Co. — 
$200 that Young and Cramer would beelected— $200 that the whJsfs would not elect M.C.'s in 
N. Y. city — $1W) on 7th district— $10 on Marcy— $100 ag'st $200 on Lucas as governor, in 
Ohio— $100 each on 6, 7, and SOOO" majorities to Marcy in N. Y.— $100 each on 6, 7, and 800 
majorities for Marcy in city of N. Y.— $10 on majority in Ulster Co.— $50 on 250 for Gover- 
ns in 14th ward— $50 on New Jersey Congrlss ticket— total $1570. 

With AJexandef Hamilton^ on Governor, $250. 

"With Bremner —on Governor $500— on Members of Congress $25— $100 on 2000 

majority for Lucas in Ohio— a hat ($10) on governor— $500 on 5000 maj. for Marc}'— total 
$1136. 

With D, S. J<me5,— ^100 on 15,000 whig gov.— $100 on gov. even— $25 on each 1000 up tb 
0000 on whig mriority in N. Y. oir^— $25 on each 1000 whig maj. in state of N. Y.— $^ to 
$100 that Scwai . would not have 5000 majority— $700. 

With Moses H. GriimeU. $100 on 5000 maj. for Marcy- with John A. Klntt, $100 that the 
hankers would beat Stilwell 750 in N. Y. State— with J^/feic/wYA on Beardsley $25— with G. W. 
DrveHf a hat ($10) on Maicy-^Joseph?] Kemochan $50 on Beardsley— with H. K. BogeH 
$50 on governor, and 2 bales of cotton ($90) on city M. C*s &c.— with E. Curtis that Gen'l 
Root gets no majority in Broome Co. $25— with same on governor, $100 against $200— with 
Dudley Sdden on Beardsley &c, $lO(^with John Hone $150— with Thaddeus Phelps, 3 cases 
of champaigne, and cash $50 on Bereen — with T. Carpenter, wheat, wood, hams and apples 
$44— with H. Ketchwnif boots $7— with Ji>4fli C. Cruder $150 on fall election— with ^. L, Joseph 
$900 on Lucas of Ohio and on Congress— with Draper $100 to $200 on majority of Congress, 
from Ohio, and $100 on assembly in do — with J. O. Pearson $100 on legislature of Ohio — with 
George S. Doughty on 750 average maj. on Congress ticket in N. Y. city $200— with Jokn 
Dueir, a suit (rf clothes, $50, on 10th ward — with O, Moran $100 on Congress maj. in N. Y.— 
with Jacob Little $100 on 5000 maj. for Governor Marcy — with Charles L. Livingston, that 
Alleghany and Orleans would not both be against V. Buren and Co. for governor $100, Oct.. 
6th — increased to $250, Oct. 26th — another bet $100 — with Christmass, a nam $3 — 2 cases of 
champaigne with G , on Ohio election — ^with Cornelius BtigcrtH^on Beardsley. 

With J. i?Za*?i/.— $100 on Gov. of Maine— $100 on Gov. of Ohio— $100 on Gov. 

Marcy against Seward— $100 on W. Jersey Congressmen — $100 on aggregate majorities oi' 

officer*, eoncocted and marshalled a system which was successful in enabling men to come here and deposit 
illegal votes in our ballot boxes. What is due to these officers of justice, men sworn to preserve the couri^e 
of justice pure, and to do all to detect all ofl^nders against justice, and to ])rcvent the perversion of tli«9 
course 1 {^ These police officers and ihis John Swift, one of the sworn vicegerento of the God of justice 
&^on earth, all sending on men to vote, and some coming on to vote themselves, and pivitig to those seiu 
^1" the character of the greatest desperadoes their city contiiined, sendin,'; them here to be dressed up in 
the comroitteerooros, and to vote at all the ward polls, if possible ! I ask >ou, I ask our opponents, 1 ask all 
honest men, whether these officers of justice ever sent to the state pri:son, the i)enitentiary, or gallows, or took 
to prison or the gallows, any men so culpable, so criminal, or so deiserving the t'tillows, as they were them- 
selves ? (Loud and continued cheers and cries of '* No, no.*'} Mr. Butler denied having asserted that on Oct. 
ISth, he would mnke disclosures that would settle Mr. Van Buren*s election — " yet, [said he,] strange to tell, on 
tluu my day, Mr. Stevenson walked into my office and told me of all these fniiids. 1 then remembered It 
WHS the 15th of October. (Cheers.) {fCT Wh<sUieB, shall chitrge mc with ftinnticism, or super^^tition, when 
J^I say that I can see in this the finger of the God of truth and justice, who orders all things well; 
^^ who will protect the virtuous and punish the guilty 1 And strong in this belluf, and imdlsmayed by 
9^ threats, I snail continue to go on, and honestly do my duty to him and my country." 

On this same fkr-fomed 15th of October, at a great National Hall meeting. Mr Prcscott Hall thus dissected 
the demerits of Butler. *' This individual, with no merit of his own, but what he derives from shadowintr 
fttrth Mr. Van Buren*s opinions, whilst he was decrying the credit yystem, was himself a borrower of 
9Stf,000 fimm the Manhattan Bank, without any security. He ex|)ended it nil in speculations. The coni- 
Bilttee called on him for security. What did he give t Why Chicngo lots. (Roars of laughter) all of which 
only eiMt him 920(K and that was as nmch as they were all worth ! (Cheers,) and yet he talks about the 
•j^stocratic borrowers and speculators on the credit system." 



55G another vikw op a ([^democratic attorney general op n, y. 

democratic Congre^^smen from N. Y. S.— SlOO on 6000 majority for Marcy— S60 on Con- 
gress ticket in 

Mr. Hoyt's handwriting being bad, I may have made some mistakes, but think not. It ap- 
pears to mc th. t th3se bets, amo miing from Sl2,000 to $15,000, are but a pi rt ofhis Wi gers 
on the election of 1834 — but his oiher memoranda are less clear. He seems to have began 
betting e.^rly in September, and to have kept on daily till the elections were oil over. A reve- 
nue ouicjr told me one day at the custom house here, that Mr. Hoyt's bets on the fall elections 
of iSlO wore enjugh to have ruined a dozen of men who had not extraordinary resources, but 
h»g ve me no facts, so I do not vouch f'>r his statement, though very probable. Mr. Hoyt's 
be:tlng di.l njt earich him, as wimess Warren's letters of Dec. and Jan. next. John Van 
Burcn mr.y h^ve cljareJ thrjugh Hoyt alone, on that eLc Iju, $9000. He had accw^ss to the 
ivhole correspondence of the central junto at Albany, and the returns by which their gambling 
on the elections was regulated. 

[y. 270.] John C. Cruger to Jesse Hoyt.— Charlestown, Nov. 27, 1834. My Dear 
Sir— On my c^rrival here I wrote to my brother-in-law Mr. Pell requesting him to pay you 
thrje h'ondred dollars 150 for yourself and the same sum for Mr. Wilson. I send this letter by 
thj steam packet as it will probably be in New York as soon as that. When you recei\'e the 
$300, please pay the 150 to Mr. Wilson whose bet is the same as yours. Although the result 
(H" this election must be very a^eable to you, I cannot congratulate you, for I trust that you 
will look upon it as a source ol regret before many years. 

I am truly yours. JOHN C. CRUGER. 

Siieers at the poor Wldgs^Det up to $5000 — Marcifi Election " as sure as Ch^d.** 
[No. 28).] Attorney General J. Van Buren to " My Dear Ho>'t," N. Y. Albany, Oct. 
7, IKW. [Taesday.]— My Dear Hoy't— They say " the iJkxxi of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church,'^ and heaven knows 1 have been freely tapped in the good cause. THE REM. [re- 
moval] OF T L^i£ DiiP. [deposits] cost me a fortune, and now 1 don't sec biu I must lose another 
bonk of my little earnings. 

My impression is that Stocks will go up till Election, and fall inmiediately after. If the poor. 
Wusrs could carry a Constable somewhere and get up a Jubilee, stocks would rise. New Jer- 
sey mcvij go for them, and give them a filip^but Penna. will knock them stiff next weeb— «> 
will uiio— and so will N. Y. 

If you could get flie difference bet on Marcy, I should say " Sell by all means," and any how 1 
donVknow but you had better sell. Do exactly as you see fit. I shall be down before it falls due 
probably ; meantime I should be most particularly obliged to yoviyifyou can get me am, even bet 
acanst Marcy to any amount less than FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, fthink I would bet 
$100 on each 1000 majority up to 5000. I would bet $1,500 against $1 ,000 aa an even election. 
1 consider Marcy 's election, by from 7,500 to 15,000 majority, AS SURE AS GOD. 

You k-now be.st how much the Patterson is worth, and you must do exactly as if it was yoiur 
own, and I shall be satisfied. Make me some bets if possible. Yours, truly, J. V. B. 

P. S. The Whigs may gather pluck after some meetings or some things. 

tVugers, bdtiiigy speculation — Bosten ami Providence — Ned Limngston. 

rXo. 281.] Attomev Gen'l J. Van Buren to J. Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, Oct. 12, 1834.— 
My Dear Jesse — I shouUl think you right about selling the Patterson, if it will not do to 
hoi'l. By the looks of Webb's paper, (although it is intended no do^tlt to operate on New Jtr- 
seif^) the opposition gained confidence. Can you tempt thein with A WAGER on 3, 4, and 
St^OO Majorities ; S'SOO on each or $500 on $4000 ? If neither of these can be got to- 
morrow, BET them $500 on 5000 majority. There will be tio betting afler to-marrmo. Save 
the order for Botii. and Prov. open ; the Moh. is all right. We have nominated a strong 
ticket, tho* Livingston (Ned) is tlio Assembly man, contrary to all expectation. Yours 
ever truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

* Doji't be uncasjf,* Jc^se^ go ahead ! Bets an Marcy and Lticas of Ohio. 
[No. 283.] Same to same. Albany, Oct. 14, 1834. Don't be 'uneasy' Jesse; ffo 
:ihcad. I wi*ote you by Sunday's boat : but I suppose as there was no mail the letter mis- 
carr*evl. I think* stocks will fall lliis week. Sell if you think best. 

Cin ifm v-ct BETS on three, four, and Gve thousand majority for Marey, two hun*.lred dol- 
fars an each'? if nor, T will bet five hundred dollars on four thousand; perhaps, if we lose 
New Jersey, yon can got this. 

If you ca.Ct do better^ I $htmhl like a let nf three hundred dollars on five tlmisand majority f§^ 
Marcy ; unless we loi<e N. J. : in that event I will wait to get better terms. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
P. S. I WILL BET on five thousand majority for Lucas in Ohio. 



. [No. 2fl3.] Scnrtor Tallmadge to Jesce Hojrt, at New York. Po'keepste, Oct. 14, 
IS34. — My Dear Sir : I received your letter of ihc I Ith, and had an interview with Judge 
Rubles, who holds the Putnam circuit this week. Ud wM tuUc wdk tkegeiUtcmm reierred to 
en the subject mentioned. Such an tnteiutew vill have vutre effect than any thing else. Every, 
thin^ looks well with us. We have renominated the ** POtvKR" tor Congress. Our wlu^ 
ticket* is a strong one; we anticipate a greater vote than in 1832. 

Yours truly, N. P. TALLMADGE. 

PaUersm Railroad. The Dettiikg Ring, S500 on Marcy, 
[No. 284.] Attorn^ General John Van Burcn to J. Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, Oct Ib^ 
1834.— 'Mr Dear Hoyt — You have worked the Patterson Rail Road very well. 1 am shocked 
at the shares only being S50, having become reconciled to at least double the loss. Tell WiW 
son that I have an impression that he promised to invest S500 or so, for me, provided 1 kept 
out of the * betting ring,* so as to encourage the enemy to give him a fair chance. If I am 
right, and even il I am not, I count upon his nobility to spare me $500 evra on Marcy, out of 
his big investment. I shall be in New Ywk the last of the month— let me know what W. 
says. Yours truly. J. V. B. 

P. S. 1 dont care to bet on 5000 majority for Marcy just now ; if it is not too late to back 
out 

Van Bur en pities the poor WHgs — thinJcs they toiU change their names, 
[No. 285.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Kinderhook, Oct 21, 1834. — 
My Dear Sir: I send you with the greatest pleasure the letter you desire for our friend Phelps^ 
I luLve been here for a few days where the Enemy is using very desperate efforts. 1 almost 
begin to pity the poor Whigs. Their next cognoiaien will be Democrais—rememher wiiat I 
say. I tnink you ought at some of your meetings, to call upon them, as our friends have done 
in Philadelphia, to give notice by what name they mean to pass next year. In haste, very 
truly yours, M. VAN BUREN. , 

Van Buren introduces his friend CUxy to his friend Hoit. 
[No. 286.1 Vice President Van Buren to Jesse Hoit, New York. Washington, Nov. 
S2, ^34. — My Dear Sir: I take much pleasure in making you acquainted with my triend the 
Hon^ble Mr. Clay of Alabama [Clement C. of U. S. Senate,] who makes a short visit to New 
York before the meeting of Congress. I know it will give you pleasure to do what you caA 
to make his stay in New York agreeable. I am, dear sir, very truly yours, 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Old Le Foy^ the Auctioneer ^ nominales Governor Marcy direct from the N. Y. Custom House! 
[No. 287.] In a letter signed by Cornelius W. Lawrence, Thomas Herttell, John Lori* 
mer Graham, and George D. Strong, addressed to S! Swartwout, dated 8th Dec. 1834, ai N. 
Y. — they say: " Mr. Le Poy from that time to the present ha.s been an active, zealous, and 
efficient advocate of democratic principles, and has very materially aided in sustaining the pre- 
sent administration, and we believe that no individual who has been selscted as an Inspector 
of Customs has presented stronger personal or political claims to your fkvourable notice." 
That honest and steady patriot, Wm. M. Price, thus adds his testimony (Dec. 10, 1834). **I 
am not acquainted with any individual who presents stronger personal and political claims 
to ymr consideration tha7i Mr. Le Poy. His appointment would afford great gratification to a 
great number of your personal and political friends, and confer an especial fiavor on yours 
truly, WILLIAM M. PRICE." 

Lc Foy, an old auctioneer, was Installed as a Custom House officer, proved himself a use- 
fhl tool— and, as a pretended representative of New York democracy, nominated Wm. L. 
Marcy as Governor, at the Syracuse Convention, Sept. 1836. New York therefore had a gov- 
ernor dictated by the Custom House — and when Throop was no longer endurable as a ruler, 
the Custom House opened its doors to him. 

Samuel Swartwout, Esq. — Dear Sir— Mr. George S. Messerve of the 1 Ith Ward is an appli- 
cant lor the appointment of Inspector of Customs. Mr. M. has been A STRONG PARTY 
MAN, and is at present an ardent supporter of the Chneral and StaJte Administrations^ and I 
have no doubt his appointment would give general satisfaction. 

New York, April 30, 1835. WALTER BOWNE. \ 

Selling R. R. Stocks and bwfing High Heded Boots. ^ 

[No. 288.] Attorney Gen. John Van Buren to J. Hoyt, New York. Albany, Dec. 17. 
1834. — My Dear Jesse — Please sell me 100 shares Boston & Providence, deliverable in 60 
days, at 107 i or 107i. I shall be in New York this week. Can you send an order to — ■*>* 
and Kimbail, No. 3 Wall st., to make m^ forthwith a pair of neat winter Boots with heels an 
inch high ; I want them to wear when I shall come to New York, and that will be ty Thurs- 
day. Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 



te8 aumrait* ui covflbs. liMBTin •• , qLUTWiif* the spoils. 

Mfff^s D6trskinS'''Jackson escapes Assassination. 
[No. 289.] Tioe President Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt at New York. Washington, Doe, 
91, 18^.— Mr DBAS Sir : I am obliged bvr your attention to my small concerns, and apon meiH 
tljoing the circamstance in the presence of the President, he has requested me to ask you to send 
him also a pair of the skins. 1 will pay all. Yours, truly, H- VAN BUREN. 

[No. 290.J Vice President Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, New York. No date (1834.)— 
Dear Sir: I forgot to say to you that the President cheerfully accepted your present of the 
skins, and to make you my acknowledgments for your attention. The President is in fine 
health and spirits. His escape was perfectly miracilous. 

Providence lugged in with Providence R. R, gambling.^'McKotm 4* Von Buren*s happiness is "to 

do anybody's dirty worV* 
[No. 291.1 Albany, Dec. 30, 1834. — Dear Jesse : Enclosed is yoifr note. If the order 
to Nevins ami Townsend to sell me 100 shares Boston and Providence at 107i to | at 60 days 
and Interest should not, providentially^ have been countermanded in season, I take it they have 
effected the sale : if so, let them close it at the present prices, so that I may recuperate a small 
portion of my losses. 

Is Leggett wicked or crazy 1 Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

P. S. I have formed a partnership in Jaw with CoL McKoun : one of us will attend all the 
Courts, and we shall be HAPPY TO DO ANYBOD Y»S * DIRTY WORK.' J. V. B. 

Speaker Livingston invites EohCommissioner Hoyt to joiiCthe Lobby. 
[No. 292.] My Dear Hoyt : The U. and Schenectady rail-road passed our House this 
morning. I have just inquired of De Graff his opinion of its fate in the Senate — he is not con- 
fident of success, but thinks, with a full Senate, it may pass. As this is a matter of some impoT" 
tance to yourself j I would advise that you come wp arid lend a helping hand to those already engag' 
, ed in carrying it through. Yours, C. L. L. 

[No. 293.] Van Buren' s Pet Financier^ Collector and Stockjobber^ ai fault. 

Two Notes*— John Warren, Broker, Wall street, to Jesse Hoyt " New York, Dec. 27, 1834. 
—Dear Hoyt: You will find by the enclosed account, made up to 21st inst., a balance due us 
of ^2997.24 cts. Will you do us the favor to have it settled r'— " New York, Jan*y 12, 183S, 
--Sir: Not having received the balance due our late firm, I feel myself bound by the reguk^ 
tionsof our Board to hand in your name unless settled by 10 j o'clock, to-morrow." 

[Thus stood the successor of Swartwout in 1835. In a few months thereafter, through Van 
Buren's influence, he, his ft-iend Butler, and their comrade W. S. Coe, were the board of Com- 
missioners to examine into and settle all claims relative to duties, arising out of the great fire 
in New York!!!] 

Tftc Madmss of the Merchants and Auctioneers — ^ Victims of the Panic — Tb the Victors belong 

the Spoils .' 
[No. 294.] Gk)v'r. Marcy to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, 26th JanV, 1835. Private.— 
My Dear Sir— I received your letter this morning on the subject of L. M. M. It is proper that 
Mr. M. and all other office holders in N. Y. whose feelings or whose conduct has gone with 
the Wigs should be fully apprised of my situation in relation to their appointments, and that 
they should be made sensible that they have contributed to bring about a state of things which 
prevent ms from doing towards them as I have done heretofore and should under other circum- 
stancis do now. The principal auctioneers partook of the madness and infatuation which last 
year seized the great mass of the Merchants — ^they aided in giving success to our opponents in 
the Con non Council— they countenanced and some practised the proscriptive policy of that 
body — turned away their clerks, carmen, Ac. — upheld the course pursued by the Wig papers — 
and cheered on the Common Council in sweeping the decks of all our political frienos. »The 
very m3n who have been proscribed in N. Y., with the expressed or implied approbation of 
those who wish reappointments, now surround me in great numbers^ asking the places and 
commissions of the proscribers. What shall I say — what ought I say to mese applicants 1 
Shall I send these victims of proscription, and victims of the panic^ home, empty nanded, to 
beg employment of those who have deprived them of it, and give commissions to those who 
are the authors or even the silent approvers of the course pursued by the Common Council 
and the vanic makers ? If I had but one hour of official life to live I should consider it n^ 
tolemn auty to employ it diligently in protecting my political friends firom persecution. My 
iSriends in N. Y. ought to look at both sides of this question before they advise a course of 
Uberality which would be injustice to firiends, and, aa past experience shows, returned with ti»- 
greAiinkie. Yours, dcc^ W. L. MAECY. 



▲ABOif VUEE MeiailATM AMMUIW MOnON. M# 



[No. 395.] Governor Silas Wright to Lorenzo Hoyt, Lawyer, Albany. Gantok, 1 1 AprQ| 
1835.— Mv Dear Sir: I believe I some time since appointed you MY LAW AGENT in 
Albany. I cannot say now that I shall have any thing for an agent to do, as I have little 
expectation of doing any thing as an Attorney while my annual absences are so long. I wish 
yon, however, to present the enclosed papers to one of toe Justices of the Supreme Court, and 
get an order allowing to the clerk therein named the time shown to have bisen employed in 
classical studies, and then that you would file the papers, and send me copyof the oroer. I 
am, very truly, &c _. SILAS WRIGHT, Jr. | 

Andrew Jackson' sfird mmimUwn as Presideni, bff Jds Oid Associate, Aanm Bwnr, I 

[No. 396.1 From the Memoirs of Aaron Burr, voL 3, page 433. Extract ttom Burr's 
letter to Joseph Alston, governor of South Carolina: | 

New York, November 30, 1815. I 
'A confipressional caucus will, in the course of the ensuing month, nominate James Monroe 
fbr President of the United States, and will call on all good republicans to support Uie nomina- 
tion. Whether we consider the measure itself, the character and talents m tke mam,^ or the 
staie whence he comes, this nomination is eqwaUy exceptumable a/nd odious. I have often heard 
your opinion of these congressional nominations, Tney are hostile to all freedom and indt' 
pendeiice ofsvffrasre. A certain junto of actual and factitious Virginians, liaving had posses- 
sion of the government for twenty-four years, consider the Unit^ States as their raropcrty, 
and, by bawling * support the Administ/raUon^^ have too long succeeded in duping tiie Republi- 
can PuBuc. * * The moment is extremely auspicious for breaking down this degrading 
gratem. The best citizens of our country acknowledge the feebleness of our Administration, 
They acknowledge that offices are bestowed merely to preserve power and without the smaUest 
regdrdto fJbMss. If^ then, there be a man in the United States of firmness and decision, and 
having standing enough to afibrd even a hope of success, it is your duty to hold him up to the 
public view: thai man is Andrew Jackson. Nothing is wantmg but a respectable nomina* ' 
tton^ made before the proclamation of the Virginia caucus, and Jackson's success is inevitaible. 
If tnis project should accord with your views, I could wish to see you prominent in the execu- 
tion of It. It must be known to be your vjork. Whether a formal and open nomination should 
now be made, or whether you should, for the present, content yourself with barely dtnovoicvng^ 
by a joint resolution of both houses of your legislature, con^essiorud caucuses and nominaiiims, 
you only can jHdge. One consideration inclines me to hesitate about the policy of a present 
nomination — it is this : that Jackson omsYa first to be admonished to be passive; for, the moment 
he shall be announced as a candidate, he will be assailed by the Virginia junto, with menaces 
and wiUi insidious promises oT boons and favors. There is danger that Jacjcbon might be 
WROUGHT UPON BY SUCH PRACTICES. If Ru opcu Domination be made, an express should be t9i- 
stantly sent to Hm/ &c. AARON BURR. 

Yotmg BUwnerhassett hastens from Mont/real to ask an office from 8. Swartwoutf his father's col- 
league in the Burr Movement. 

[No. 297.] Harman Blennerhassett, to Collector Swartwout. New York, April 15, 
1829. — Dear Sir: I respectfully take this liberty to remind you that I am a candidate for an 
appointment to any simation in the Custom House which your goodness and circumstances 
will allow you to offer me. As reference to my character or abilities, I beg to mention the fbl- 
lowing gentlemen from whom I can submit a written recommendation, should that be neces- 
sary, and will offer any further testimonials you require. 

Robert Emmett, T. A. Emmet, Jr., David Codwise, William H. Harrison, William H. 
Maxwell, Cadwallader D. Colden, counsellors at law: Doctor M'Neven, Broadway ; Doctor 
Ludlow, Hudson street ; B. M'Evers, Walter Odie, John Griswold, merchants ; Gerard Beel^^ 
man, Bleecker street ; Robert Stewart, Benjamin Romaine, Hudson street, gentlemen. 

I was bom on my fkther's island in the Ohio, and have spent the principal part of my life in 
the United States, with the exception of a few years that I lived in Canada, where I completed 
my education; AND CHERISHINQ THE HIGHEST SENSE OP YOUR FRIEND- 
SHIP FOR MYSELF AND FAMILY, and with the ardent hope that you may find 
post in your department in which I can be useful, I have the honour, &c. 

HARMAN BLENNERHASSETT. 



7%e old DurrUe aidrde<amp in direct correspondence with the chief manufacburer of revolt nk 

Texas. 

[No^298.1 Collector Swartwout to General Samuel Houston, Texas. New York, 18 



May, 1835. — My dear Greneral. I am most happy to make you acquainted with the bearer. 
Mr. Fortune, my Very good and highly esteemed friend. Mr. Fortun • ■ 

cfaomeimportuceiiixespeettothe Felaaola grant in your oountiy. 



you can in his honorable anid praiseworthy effbrts to settle your dalig^htful Texas. Mr. For* 
taoe is iniimately acquainted with the details oi' the Cartiajal purchase, lie was awitB^ssto 
the whole transactioa, and will give yuu all the particulars. Ufidle wUA klm to get mt my 
gtmU. and, as in duty bound, 1 will ever pray, i remain yours, my dear z *n ^ral, 

S. S WARTWOUT. 

[No. 298./Z] Major Morgan Neville, to Collector Swartwout, N. Y. Cinctnnatt, Jan. 
15, 1833. My Dear Swartwout: * ♦ * 1 thank you for the pledge you give me, of inter- 
esting yourself for me at Washington, * * * My wife, who is a niece of Capt. Heth of 
Richmond, one of Burr's securities, * * ♦ I would have gone to Mexico, out not as 
Charge; 1 know I am better qualified for the station than any man of our party in the west. 
* * ♦ I would prefer going to Texas, if that province be ceded. Under the administra/- 
tipn df Jackson I can accept of no minor oifice — ^I know too well my own claims and my own 
sta!nding. At the time Clay's feelings were the most bitter against ma, a Senator high in his 
confidence p;*essed me to accept the Charge-ship to Sweden at Somcrville's death. Oi course 
I declined. ' There Is something preposterous in the offer of a similar office under an admin- 
istration, for the success of which I have done as much, at least, as any man in Ohio. A 
Caucus is now holding at Columbus. An olficious devil of the name of Watson is getting 
recommendations from every source he can. * * * Since the election, abstract Jackson- 
jam (the true spirit of reform) has not been sufficiently cherished in our state ; faction and im- 
pudence have pushed themselves into office. Those among us whom public opinion placed 
in the front rank of the party, have not been consulted, and the state of Ohio has been degraded 
to make room for the glorification of Kentucky. * * * I have been told thai THE OLD 
BURR BUSINESS has been used agaitut me. Believe me, as in boyhood, sincerely your 
Mend, MORGAN NEVmLE. 

SuoartvmU pays amrt to Jackson by carrying out Van Buren's views—so far. 
[299.] Samuel Swartwout to Col. Frost Thome, Nacogdoches, Texas. New York, 
18 May, 1835. — My Dear Colonel : I take the greatest pleasure in making you acquainted 
with my friend Mr. Fhrtune, who goes to T^zas, in company with Mr. Bossie, and young Mr. 
Zavala* o% business for a Company in which I have an interest. Both these gentlemen are en- 
titled to your perfect confidence and respect; and I shall esteem it a great favor if you will 
receive them all as my confidential friends. Mr. Fortune was a witness to the Cuabojal affair, 
and will give you such information as will enable you to press the justice of my claims. I wish 
you to insist upon the precise tract surveyed by Newton an J Stroie, as I consider ihat a valua- 
ble tract. Do aU you can far me, and oblige Yours, most truly, SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

A queer and curums Epistle, considering its date. 
[No. 300.] Collector Swartwout to Ccilector Breedlove, New Orleans. 

(Private.) New York, 6 Nov. 1835. — Dear Sir : This letter will be handed to you by 
James Mjrgan, Esq., who is on his way to Galveston Bay, Texas. Mr. Morgan is d^ply 
interested in the cargoes of two vessels which have lately sailed from this port for Galveston, 
with large and valuable cargoes on board. These vessels have been ordered to rendezvous at 
the southwest pass of the Mississippi, and there wait for convoy. The war between Mexico 
and Texas renders the passage from the Mississippi to Galveston a very hazardous one. Mr. 
Morgan is therefore desirous of procuring the protection of the U. S. Revenue Cutter as far 
as the mouth of Galveston Bay. As his vessels have no contraband goods on board, I have 
thought it possible that you might be able to grant him this favor. Should it be in your power 
to do so, you will render the parties concerned a most acceptable service, and personally 
oblige SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

SioartwovVs itUerests very large in Texas — Neutrality Practised. 

, [No. 301 .1 Collector Swartwout, New York, to Col. Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas. 
New York, November 11, 1835. — Dear Sir: General John T. Mason has been requested, by 
me, to deposit with you a certificate or grant of eleven leagues op land in texas, which I 
purchased from him, and which he has kindly agreed to procure to be recorded at Naci^o- 
ches, and get the commissioner to name a surveyor for. 1 have also given James Morgan a 
letter or order to receive the same, which order I will thank you to honor on pi^sentation, as 
Mr. Morgan Is to locate the same for me, and is a citizen of Texas.t 

"C Waft this Um aim of Zavala who had so steadily supported Poinsett, when In trouble in MMdco, and 
whom Santalina finally subdaed 1 Yes. He was a land contractor. 

t Thi« note was primed in th** Lives of Qoyt and Butler, wi.h the vfotA% John Y. for John T. MaDon. and ao I 
read Mr. Swartwour's mann-cript Having beon sincn assired tliit It wa-« Mr. M«8«>n t'le fniher of a Ooverndr 
of Mi h g:in, Hiid not IMc Mason the cabinet ini<>i:«ter. that ispenulHted i i T -xns landf, I offer this explnnH ion of 
tlie aJ'i ration now in ute. Can Mr. Swwr wont ulienaie liis T«^xa8 land-' ? Wn* hf done so 1 An' they available 
lor hN d f ilc'itions or is p-iyuient in such caseH not px|ie<-ted 1 Wtiy did G- ne nl Jnrkaoii allow or eiicou age 
]ii« ctiie( rereiUf officer to inte'-f^re 1 > tlit^ in'e nal c«Mrc>-m<» of T<-xa8. nise fiftUent. nnd sp cuiate in Iambi tlierel 
WasiliiB-fwiHrdi.ytowardri Mexico? Certainly not ><fter the iinaila fashion. Wljo got icO 9s3oO,UUO w'hlell 
"twanvnim teiffffUtd to Wuudatuy tut being iu tUa U. 8. Bouk to meet cuntii^enviaB 1 



1^0. S05.J The Same to the Same. New York, 11 Februnr}-, 1836.— My Dear Sir: 
I received a diafl from you vesterd«iy lor 1000 dollars £it 60 day.% whicL w<*s promiMJy ficcepied, 
but there Wos no \e.jcc oi advice accompanying iu Tiiib 1 ro^'ret, as 1 do not know what it is 
for, although I presume it is lor the 'icxau cau&:e. 11 {^o, j^lease to inlurm me by tiie return 
post — General Mason leaves this tor Nacugioches ty-morrow morning, lie goes on for the 
purpose 01 locating his grdntf, 1 have requcKted him to speak to you about Caraliall'sbusinefF. 
about which 1 will ihank you to write me; I have raid your third drall, or ratlier my third 
note due S8th January. My interests are now very large in Texas, and 1 pray you to do all 
you ran to sustain Mason.* Yon murt not forget that toe who have hitherto purciiased and 
paid lor our Unds were in a great degree the cause ol" your getting so many gtllant men 
m:o your country. I received a.newispaper of your place ol the ^J Januury, this morn- 
ing, and thank you for it. We all feel that Texas is now Ind pm.dcnt. Lnr, my dear bir, do 
not let your new gjverntacnt run into extra vi.gances, let themcoiJirm ah the laLd grams, 
and it will give coniidence to those wIk) may become purchcfccrs, or iChiJents hereaiier. Let 
them decree thot hoideis in the states shall have their rights j rcervcd, Liid they will iLcrea.-e 
the Value oi' tlieir public domain. Let them also authorize loreigiicrs or people in the stincs 
and in i:*urope, to hold real estate as if they were (» the soil. Nothing would so tar give cl.a- 
racier to your country. As you are an old and respected citizen, your advice ought to have 
weight. Therelbre.8peak. Do, my dear iriend, let me hear Irom you what is my Attgue luw 
worth, that is when you shall have made and maintained your independence i Write me 
all about that and other matters. Believe me very sincerely yours, 

SAM UEL SWART WOUT. 

Wltnitrre and the Board of Brokers. J.seph D, Beers ike disivtcrested (!) retired Pinancier. 

[No. 303.] General Prosper M. Wetmore to Henry G. Stebbins, E«j., Wall street. 
New York. Assembly Chamber, Albai^jy, February 6, 183G. My Dear feu*: An unusual 
pressure of business, resulting from piy recent absence, has prevented an earlier reply tc 
your letter. Two of the requests contained in your first ItUer cannot well le complied 
with in consequence of my distance from the city. I should have been most happy to 
visit your board, and to possess myself of such facts as would enable me successlully to 
defend them. As to the Ibrm of the memorial, it is usually the better course to make it 
brief and moderate in tone. Show no warmth of feeling- -seek to convince by the force 
of reason — avoid irritation. This is the best advice I can give }-ou. It might be well to 
set forth some prominent facts connected with the positive good done by the Lxchange 
Board: such as the attraction of Capital to our city, lie confidence given to Capitalists 
abroad BY THE PKIiMANENT AND STABLE CHARACTER GIVLN TO OUR 
LOCAL STOCKS resulting from your da ly qitoiations, &c. I would certJiinly advise the 
presence hereof some discreet, intelligent and respectable member of the lHa^1, at an eaily 
day. Much benefit will ensue from compliance with this suggestion. 1 v/ould lurthcr recom- 
mend the early transmission of your memorial. Could you not send up a Committee of 
three, AND LET J. D. BEERS BE ONE"? / name him as mie Lkely to gixe icciM t^ 
such a deptitat'on, as well from his general stcnding, as from the fact that he has RETIRED 
from the business ^ an4 may therefore claim to be d sntcrestcd in his ejorts. I write in ex- 
treme haste, in tlie midst of the most urgent engagements. 

It will afford me pleasure to render you any service in my power, consistent with other 
associations. With respect and regard, I am very truly yours, 

PROSPER M. WETMORE. 

Patriot Cutting joins Jesse^ and John V. B., in speculating out of tlie Deposltes — Van Burcj^ 

puts in for double prcfU. 
[No. 304.] Attorney General John Van Buren to Jesse Uoyt, New York. Alb.i.vy, 
Aug. 23, 1836. My Dkar Jesse: On inquiry I find that I can get one or the Banks in thi6 
city to deposit, subject to their own order, such sum as may be requisite to make the ar- 
rangement of which we spoke, in any Bank in New York (sav the FultonV that you may 
choose: this will answer the purpose provided you can get the Bank ffclcctetl to loan you the 
money on your note. All our Banks are nearly up to their limit, and I cannot borrow the 
money. The Bank here will charge the Bank there 6 per com. int. en the Deposit, and you 
will pay 7 probably. If this meets your views you will please advise mc by return mail. If 
you agree to sriv. vie hdfthe prtftsofthe eivtcrprize for malrhi: tkl:^ armvgcvicni, please s^yd 
me a stipulation to that ejjcU, signed by yourself and, Cutt.'iig, iclu.i you write. 

* J'Hin T. M<Fon. a* an pnrlv ace, ^eft Virciiila fir KMmicky—nnil, ninny yon *» gince, rrrnovcd Trrni tiienre to 
Mioh z n Hi soil. J 'i.nT , beoimc »• i ret.«ry oi" ii.e l rr'lo y of MNiiiiian ; ntiti wlit-n ii Ix tniue n rtatn the peo- 
ple fri f.ed h lit thcitiovuinor. ii • \\u* lOiid »'" spec i ati't' in hmds, was vfo dc \vi\x* \o ^ee C .n .da unntxea 
Irt \W Union, itinr ipd h d u ht r oi Thnddeuo Piielp:*, ol New Y«.rk, In which c.tv li c'liiin'nnd liu:«i <»« ^ a 
lowye^ »»• d i d » ver I ye:tr- neti. His lajier uiude »«vvral visiu loTtxas, aud tiesideni Tyler Bjiitomtvd Qim 
i couuuipatuQet aauct eouit iudia>i treaty. 



262 VAN biuic;n ukga jessg to ublp um up (jf^OB, gob 8 sake ! ! 

Your note might be made payable on demand, with an understanding that you should pay it 
when our Bank calls on the N. Y. Bank for the Deposit, which wiU not be till we see fit. 

Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. ' 

• Jiet£ 0)1 15 perfect!!/ safc.^ — * Far Go(Vs sake^ secure tne the Presidenq/^ said Martin Van Burenl 
[No. 305.] Attorney General J. Van Buren to Ex-Commissioner Hoyt 

Albany, Nov. 11, 1836. — My Dear Hoyt : I'll do the justice to say (and so does my tsir 
ther), that you have stood the d— d lies from Pennsylvania better than most of our Ihends 
in N. Y. I hope the fright from this dictates the letters to us, saying that all of our tick^ 
besides Register [I think that's the word], are in danger. I don't believe we shall lose one. La 
this State our majority will range from 15 to 25,000. Sets on 15 are perfectly safe. 

For G — d's sake let our friends turn all their attention to New Jersey, and net be caught 
napping there, as in Connecticut. My father wishes metosojf soto you. 

Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

A pair of Gamhkrs betting on Elections — the Pewter Mug — Cornelius put in Chancery. 

[No 306.1 Collector Hoyt to Collector Lawrence, [not sent.] New York, Nov. 31, 
1886. Dear Sir : As the excitement of the election has in a great degree passed away, it is 
proper that I should pay attention to those incidents in which I am concerned, connected with 
It ; though perhaps I ought to apobgize to you for not having done this sooner. Yon will re- 
collect that when I was reproacned by you for having voted a " split ticket," that I proposed to 
bet you SlOO, that you voted what was generally called " the Pewter Mug Ticket^** and that I 
would take upon myself the burthen of proof to establish the fact. Your reply was that you 
" would take the bet, if I took upon myself the burthen of proof, for you had never told any cnra 
how you had voted." I answered that it should be considered a bet. There are various ways 
recognized in legal proceedings of making proof and competent proof too in courts of law, and 
forums of conscience, and which perhaps did not occur to you when you observed you " had 
never told any one how you had voted." After such a remark, the right more peculiarly be- 
longed to me to select my own tribunal, through which I would make the proof, I volunteered 
to make. That tribunal is a court of Equity, or in other words a court of conscience. In 
England, the country from which we have derived most of our legal forms, certain high digni- 
taries answer bills in Equity upon honor SLnd not upon oath, I am perfectly willing to pUce 
you on the same footing, and I therefore desire you to consider this my bill in Equity, 
charging that you voted the ticket referred to, I ask you to answer the charge, and whatever 
the answer may be I shall be perfectly satisfied with. I enclose you my check for the $100, to 
your order, which you will use, if under the circumstances you are entitled to, and if not 
you will please to return it, with your own for an equal amount. 

With great respect, your obedient serv't. J. HOYT. 

Mr. Van Buren, having secured the Presidency^ orders the PUdndeaUr, 
[No. 307.] President Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Dear Sir— Please to ask Mr, 
Xjeggett to send me his paper. Please also ask the editors of the Evening Post to send their 
paper here. It now goes to Albany. Yours. truly, M. VAN BUREN. 

[The above was written on a sheet of gilt post, from Washington, Dec, 1836.] 

Re>urk8. • 
Mr. Leggett was able and honest; but although he censured Van Buren severely for his 
sycophantic conduct to the south in his inaugural about slavery at Washington, Van Buren 
and Butler persuaded him that they were sincere in their efforts to divorce bank and state. I 
think it was to get him out of the way, as much as to please his numerous friends, that Van 
Buren appointed him to a commercial mission in one of the South American states. Leggett 
died soon after, on Long Island, in his 39th year. Vanderpoel proved himself a bitter oppo- 
nent of the right of the sovereign people to petition their mred servants in Congress against 
slavery. Vanderpoel came into the Assembly of New York a Clintonian— his family were 
opposed to the war of 1812— one of Van Buren's sons married his niece. He was for Van 
Buren in Congress, and is now a city judge in New York. When he ascended the superior 
court bench, a son of Clinton was clerk. Him he caused to be removed immediately, and 
gave the situation to his brother-in-law, Oakley. Owing to the sonorous style of his elo- 
quence, he was named when in Congress, " the Kinderhook roarer." 

Aaron the Midge no prophet — Jackson, the Usurers, and the Treasury Circular, 
[No. 308.] Judge Aaron Vanderpoel to Jesse Hoyt. N. Y. Washington, Tuesday, 6th 
Dec, 1836. My dear Sir — ^Yours came to hand day before yesterday, and had I been more 
of a " down Easter" so that I could have guessed what course the opposition would take, I 
would have answered it more promptly ; but all here among us is doubt and uncertainty as 
\o U)e tack our adversaries are now gom^ upon. 
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They all seem to be very good-natured and very glad to see us, but whether the " trea«tiry 
order " wUJ be iroproved as a mean^.of getting up another conCTessional panic remains yet 
to be indicated. The message speaks for itself. It strikes me, that those who are now under 
the power or the screws of usurers and shavers cannot derive much consolation fiom tJuit 
docfumeni. THie old Chief is unwilling to admit, that the government has by any act contri- 
buted to the present pressure in the money market. His doctrine is, that it has its origin in 
the mischievous expansion of the paper system, and the mad speculations and overtradm^f of 
the last eighteen months. You know too that the President is in tme respect like Revolutions, 
He never goes backwards. 1 will not hazard even a conjecture as to the main point of your 
lettef. We have as yet no more facilities for accurate guessing here as to the future move- 
ments of the opposition than you have at New York, and I cannot therefore do more than 
subscribe myself yom friend, A. VANDERPOEL. 

T%« Special Order. Benton. Talking a Session out. 
[No. 309.] C. C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hojrt, Wall street, N. Y. Washington, 
13th Dec'r, 1836. Dear H.— I cannot tell you what will be the fate of the Special Order- 
though it is not a favorite measure with either House. Benton will, however, make a strong 
speech about it, and he has besides strong ground. That question^ and no other, will be soon 
decided. We shall consume the session in battles about the Tariff and Public Lands. 

Very truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

' -- . 

A Democratic (J /) Congress encov/rage the Pet BanJc Politicians to bwy the Public Lands with the 
PvMic Money , and refit/se to cheek specviation at the. settlers^ expense. Van JBuren sufpos/ed to 
be patriotic. A talk about selling the national lands to settlers only. 

JTjTo. 310.1 William L. May, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Washington, Dec. 9. 
1896. My dear sir: I am inclined to believe that a very general disposition exists on the 
part of the friends of the Administration to limit the sales of the Public Lands to actaal set- 
tlers : should this be accomplished (and I see no reason at present to doubt it) the necessity of 
Veefing the Treasury Oraer in force would no longer exist, and the President [General 
Ja^son] would thus be supplied with the best possible reason for its immediate repeal. All 
parUeSf so far as my knowledge extends, deprecate the order^ not only as injurious to every 
branch of trade, but as tending greatly to lessen the number bfour political friends. A few more 
changes in Pennsylvania and our party will be in the minority. How important then, not 
only as it regards the welfare of the country, but also as it regards our existence as a party, 
that some speedy measures should be adopted to quiet the public mind, and restore conmence 
to the trading part of the community. As yet I have had no opportunity of conversing with 
Mr. Van Buren on these subjects, and am of course ignorant of his views. I am credibly 
informed, however, that HE IS OPPOSED TO THE ORDER: and it may iidrly be pre- 
sumed that his friends will adopt any course not likely to wound the sensibility of the Presi- 
dent, to get rid of it. The plans of the Opposition are not yet developed ; I cannot even 
conjecture the course they will be most likely to pursue. * ♦ * * * I remain your friend, 

WILIJAM L. MAY. 

(No. 311.] The same to same. Washington, Dec. 22, 1836. Dear sir: The Treamiry 
Onler will not, in my opinion, be repealed; but I think that a law, limiting the sales of lend 
to the aohuU settler^ will be passed. Since I saw you I disposed of a portion of the land I 
sold to you at SlOOO per acre, in Philadelphia. I am still inclined to sell five or ten acres 
more ; but I would be unwilling to take a cent less than $1000 per acre, for the whole, or 
any part of the tract In haste, I remain your friend, WILLIAM L. MAY. 

Solomon Southmck*s two Characters of hisfrieiid Van Buren. 
[No. 312.1 Solomon Southwick to W. L. Mackenzie. Rochester, N. Y. Albany, Dec. 
8th, 1838.— -I hope, my dear sir. that you are now convinced of what I told you in August last, 
that Van Buren was heartless, hypocritical, selfish and unprincipled. He is the tool or slave 
of a foul heart and a false ambition, and never possessed a particle of true greatness. I speak 
not from prejudice — I knew him intimately— very intimately, for seventeen years — and never 
knew him to act itom a noble and disintere^ed motive ; always full of low cunning, dark in- 
trigue, and base selfishness. When I told you this in August, you seemed to be surprised — 
tet are you not now satisfied 1 I fear that the leaders of both parties, with but few exceptions, 
are agamst the freedom of Canada. This is a sensual, selfish, money-making age. It seems 
to me you might have known better than to go to Wasmngton, that sink of miquity, corrup- 
ts, 9M Britm influence ! Van Buren and his tools are the slaves of Victoria. 

Yours truly, S. SOUTHWICK. 

[Frffm, the AJibamy Register of April, 1812.] 
In the Middle District^ we t^ce in the nomination of Mr. Van Buren, We have Vrn^ 
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kno^vn and cst^^emed him. He possesses genius, intelligence, and eloquence— has long been 
oQo of the firinost props of the Republican iuterost, and wift a spirit which will not bend to ser- 
vility or sycoi-)hancy, cannot fail to become a distinguished and useful member of the Senate. 



Jesse H:M as Van Bnren,\^ Cdledor of Customs— Henry Ulskocffcr, ( Ward tf* Ho]iVs Law Stvr 
(knt, Bryant's partner (or editor) for tJw. Evening Post, Clerk in the Citstom Bousc^ and bra- 
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rc'n t-f his rost—^ Who the devil is Mr. Hoi/t?* — ' thcranlccrt iVhig breathing*— a mere drone'— 
Oro. A. Wasso'i grts a comraik — Lorenzo Hoijfs rule of secret defamation, jnit in steady opera^ 
tioii — Mij ficphcw R')se — Dan. Winship and son — ^ My brother tm Judge^ — ^Ut kirn be removed* 
—lyr-m to secure a large family interest. 

[No. 313.] Henry Utehoeffer to CoUector Hoyt. [New York,] 17th March, 1838. 

MEMORANDUM. 

*'Gkorgb W. Rosk has laid before you an application for Clerkship in doors, or the office 
of Inspector^ whichever shall appear to be at your disposal. I have already stated to you (and 
I now repeat it for your reuiembrance) that ne is related to me as nephew (by a sister). He 
baa mostly i-esided in the Seventh Ward, where he kept a ship-chandler's store, as sacce.*isor to 
my eldest brother, George Ulshoeffcr. fThey were partners at his death.) My brother, in his 
will, directed Mr. Rose to go on with tne business and pay to my father and mother the full 
val.ie of the stock at the time of his decease, for their future comfort. Before he accom- 
plished this he became insolvent, but acted with good i'aith to his grand-parents, and paid them 
lor the stock (the balance due at nis failure being small). He then prociued a release from his 
ci editors by great exertions, and with the aid of some friends went into the grocery business 
in Chcny street, which made ' both ends meet,* apparently. Last May he removed his store 
into Cocnties Slip, and took a parmer, and attempted to do a belter business j but the change 
that came over the business community overset all his calculations, and he has been wasting 
his m'^'ans ever since in necessary expenses. To crown all his misfortunes, his store took 
fire the early ^art of March, and his whole stock was lost. Though the stock was covered 
by insurance, it had been procured mostly upon credit, and must be paid for ; and even if it 
had been otherwise, the pro.spect of doing business for a long while is but a hopeless one. 
Trade is not likely to revive for a considerable period, and Mr. Rose thinks he must finally 
give up. Under these circumstances, Mr. Rose wishes to withdraw from his business, ana 
take such an appointment as will afibrd him a livelihood for a few years. He is a democrat 
ofo'urst^Mp — is pertinacious in argument, and of good education. In the Seventh Waixi, he 
breasted the storm of Whiggenj in 1834, and suftered in hi;* business some on that account. As 
to his qualifications, I will assure you he is fit for any of fhe clerkships in doois — he writes a 
good hand — is good at figures and calculations. As to an out-door appointment, he is far 
saptrior to many who are now in office. This I well know. Mr. Rose has a wife and one 
child, and is about 30 years of age. As I have before said to you personally, this is an afiair 
whicn 1 feel an interest in — and if you can appoint him you will confer another favor 
(among others) on me, as wdl as him. It wiu also raise me in the esteem of o-ur family, who 
afijct to believe there is no chance for him. My brother the Judge, Mr. Jordan and others, 
have doubtless spoken to you on this subject. 

Joseph Garnws, with whom I have been acquainted for years, is applying for the oflice 
cf Inspector. He is about 33 years of age, and was formerly a clerk of Colemar the crockery 
dealer in Broadway, where your wife has purchased China-ware frequently. Garniss 
boards with my raolher-in-law, and has for several years. He boards in John street (2d 
Ward). I know him well — Ivs 'politics arc of the rlgfdkind. Evciy day at dinner Garniss 
anl 1 have a regular conversation with the Whigs at table, and 1 have found him firmly 
and enthusiastically attaclied to the administration. Although I have iw personal interest 
in his application, I know of no young man I could more cordially recommend to your 
notice, both on account of his politics and capacity. I place him only next to Mr. Rose 
in the interest I feel in his application. Owmg to change in trade and the necessity of 
economizing, Mr. Colemar was obliged to dismiss Mr. Garniss, and every department seenus 
to be filled in other places where he has sought for employment. He is a single man. 

James Monroe Winship, a young man 19 5'ears of age, applies for a Clerkship. He, 
is son of Daniel Winship, butcher of Fulton Market, and resides in the 17th Waid. He is 
of course a Democrat, as I know from repeated conversations. You have seen him at your 
ho;;se, and can judge somewhat of his merits. As to my own K'nowledge of his capacity, 1 can 
say n ) m.)re than that I believe him to be qualified lor some situation of small salary. His 
father has contributed ItberdUy in moiuy to the Democratic party, and it would be securing 4 
targe family interest for the administration, if the appointment could be made. 
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George W. Siiourt wants the place of Curtnuiii to the Public Store in Nassau street 
As he has seen you on the subject, and you know his politics, you can form an opinion of 
his merit, and the expediency ot doing what he wishes. He has for some time been the Cart- 
^ia?i of the Evening Post^ carrying daily the mail papers to the Post Office. He is a 15th 
Wartler, and you can take care of nim without any urging from me. 

Edmund J. Gross is an applicant for the place of Inspector. He is of the 10th Ward. Of 
course he is a Democrat. I introduced him to you one day in vour office in Wall street. 
He is a married man of about 45 years of age, jtidging Irom his appearance. He is a 
1 est)ectable man, and would, I have no doubt, fill the place creditably. He relies mach on my 
influence in this business, bid I have tio particular interest in his application. 

William J. BooGs.is an applicant for the appointment of Inspector. I am well acquainted 
with him — knmo his politics to be thoroughly Democratic — and as he depends a great deal on 
what I say to you, I will be candid enough to say that the letters he has laid before jrou, 
signed by Mr. Cambreleng, Colonel Johnson and others, although entitled to great weight, 
ought not to be conclusive. He took great interest in Mr. Coe*s acplication for the CoUect- 
oi-ship, and wrute letters to Washington in his behalf, and "^ith Ely Moore and others, en- 
deavored to defeat your appointment. He is at present a letter-carrier in the Post Office, 
and though / at one time felt disposed to do all I could far him^ some things have ind'iced 
me not to urge you strongly in his favor. He is in the 10th Ward, and has a family. 
Mr. Coddington can tell you about him. 

The above applicants are all new ones. 

Of those who are are alreaay ^n the Custom House I will speak as follows : 

James Westervelt is a Weigher^ and has spoken to me about his situation. He is 
thoroughly loco-foco^ and ought not to be removed! There is no objection to his being re- 
laineathat I know of. He has been in office about eighteen months. Peter Coutant is 
an Inspector^ and has been in office about a year and an hali*. I know him well. He is 
/»7ie of the firmesl of our pa;rty. Old Gilbert Coutant is his uncle. He has been persecuted 
lormerly by the Whigs, and had to abandon his business in consequence. He ought to be 
retained by all means. He is son-in-law of Daniel Winship. 

Thomas Kirk is a Weigher^ and now in office. He has not s])oken a word to me on 
the subject of his being retained, but I cannot omit the opportunity, while I am making 
these memorandums, of recommending, cordially, his reappomtment. He is a fine old gen- 
tleman, of our politics ; and has been a constant visitor at the office of the Evening Post^ 
where he frequently discourses on politics — and, of course, his opinions are well known to 
Bryant and myself. He was once ot the firm of Kirk & Mercein, booksellers of this city. 

Joseph Dreyfous is now an Inspector, and wishes to be transferred to the Prench fio&r 
in the Public Store in Nassau street, where the pay is the same as he now gets, and whioh 
change would enable him (on account of greater convenience in the hours of business) to 
pay some attention to other matters, and make his income better — or rather enable him to in- 
struct his children in some branches of education. In this store he would be attendant upon 
^He appraisers. Knowing his politics to be decidedly Democratic, 1 woi.ld reconmiend, if 
nothing interfered in vour opinion, his transfer to the Public Store. He is a good judge 
of French articles, ana might be of service in that department. 

Among those who are opposed to the administration, and in office, there is A. S. Depkystea 
''weigher). He is a thorough Whig, but has urged some Democrats to speak to you for him. 
Look out for him ! He told Mr. Daniel Winship that " Mr. Van Bui en was a oamn'd little 
rascal," or words to that effect— and this too very recently. Samuel B. Fleming is a Con- 
servative Democrat of the rankest sort. He was a strenuous advocate for Coe's appoint- 
ment to the Collectorship — and said before you was nominated, " Who the devil is Mr. Hoyt 1 
Who ever heard of him 1" &c. Henry KT. Fjiost, a Clerk, 1 know to be the rankest Wnig 
breathing, and ought to be removed without scniple. George Ricard, an Inspector, has 
been in office several years, and is, I understand, in good pecuniary circumstances, and could 
lire without the office. He is from the lOth Ward. He scaicely ever attends our meetings, 
ind is, in a political point of view, a mere drone. Let him be leraoved! 

Henry W*****t, an Inspector, is a drunken beast, and notwithstanding his politics, he 
ought to be removed. This is public sentiment wherever he is known. Any one in the 
103i Ward will say so." 

Remarks by W. L. M. — The original letter is in the possession of C. S. Bogardns — the au- 
thpr is dead — his remarks t.re on public matters, and belong to history. Some people say, you 
must not teU any bad things done by the dead. Does the Bible say so 1 Are thenistories of 
America, France, England, and Ireland silent about bad men and bad actions in cases where 
the parties are dead ? The very first act of the I^ondon Times, when the profligate George 
IV. nad gone to his last account, was to review his life, and hold him up to the example of 
posterity as a monster, scarcely less wicked than Henry VIII., or any others of the worst of 
Lngland's kings. It is wrong to speak falsely of the departed j very wrong to erect marWe 
mausoleums to meanly ambitious and avaricioius men. 
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THOUGHTS 



ON 



WAR, TEXAS, SLAVERY, AJNfD OREGON. 



I would not Mre a ilave to till my grotiid, 
To carry ma, to fan me while I sleep 
And tr«nH»le wh^m I wake, for all tbe wealth 
That sinewf bought and sold have ever earned. 

Cowpsa*! Ta». 

Signs of the Times, — War to crush Reform arid uphold Oppression. — EngUmtPs Complaiaa w 
1814 — Americans m 1815. — Bradford Wood^s accwroite Views. — lU TVeaiment of American 
Mierchants,^OJfers to setUe the Oregon Bevmdary.-^Why it ought to be sdiled Peacefully-^ 
Texas QmstiiiUion, — O^Onmell on Polk, Wary and Slavery. — IrUeUectual Powers and Bravery 
of the Negro Race. — Anderson on the Indians. — Washington^ Jejferson, and Randolpk on 
SUvpery. — The Synod of JSentucky on Negro Bondage. — Van Bvren*s Bargain with the 
Souith for his Office. — His Apology for Outrage^ Mobs, and Riots, ncHced by LeggeU.-^New 
York far Freedom to aU^in 1819.— T%« Missouri VoU.-^Tke Virginia Slave TVade.-^Poik- 
sett made War Minister , and why, — Van Buren*s Efforts to prevent Emancipation in CvJba. 
'^Polk and Van Bwren for, and not for^ European Colonisation, in Americaj^Cass and 
AUen. — Gmzot.^Polk's T^eatmeva of Mexico.^Van Bwen^s Canadian Prodamatum,-^ 
Chanmng on Calhoun, — Col. Young on Texas ai%d Abolition. — Wright^s Mancewvnng. — Van 
Bwtn^s Neutratitiy in 1829. — On Slavery in Iowa and Wisconsin.'-Greeley on Fiorida Atu- 
nexation, — [Notes.] Banhrupt Laws and Repudiation of Debts, 

The occurrence of war between the United States and Great Britain, is spoken of at present 
as if it were an event neither improbable nor perhaps remote ; and the miestions of, peace, may 
it be preserved *? or shall we see two great nations at enmity, contending with each other in 
armed strife 1 are of such vast importance, that I think the occasion an opportune one to offer 
some observations and to state some facts, both as to the risk the country runs of being involved 
in war. and as to the chances of success, and other results should a struggle take place. I 
know, by experience, that when men get angry, and act under the influence of passicm, it is 
too late to reason with them for the prevention of mischief. Both parties are yet cool and 
calm, on this question ; and having reflected on the matter carefully,! add here to the opinion 
expressed in my widely circulated pamphlet of last September, that peace may and ought to be 
secured ; and that the great interests of society require, that no stop be put to those bloodkass 
tritmiphs which our brethren in the United Kingdom areefiecting, under prudent and patriotic 
l«iuiers, whose memories will be sweet in the remembrance of generations yet unborn. If^ 
it were a just and necessary war waged against a proud and unsjrmpathizing aristocracy 
who had trampled to the ground a patient people, by tl^eir enormous taxations, military role, 
and proud monopolies, in favor of the oppressed, and with good cause of ofience, old as I am, 
I would travel from Maine to Michigan, to rouse the people as far as one man could. But 
when monopoly in England lies prostrate ; when its ancient champions now range themselves 
in the ranks oi its deadliest enemies ; when the cause of the people, that cause for which 
methodist and presbyterian, catholic and protestant, have so long petitioned the favor of 
heaven, is e^aumig new and glorious triumphs ; when I see the defeated monopolists comfort- 
ing themselves with the hope of high rents and more debt, expenditure and taxation, throngh 
a war with America, I cannot range myself on the side of the ultra tories and bigots of me 
old world, against the efibrts of the Humes, the O'Connells, the Cobdens, the 6re3rB, the Mor- 
peths, and the Macauleys ; and although personally speaking, I might have a far greater 
mterest in fanning the flame than in endeavoring to throw water on it, yet I can see so veiy 
littk good, «a4 mush a Moscow or Waterloo, as it were, of xQiscbief in tlie approach of war, 
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as tfaiagB now stand, that I gladly arail myself (tf this medium, to state my riews to tbote 
whom tills volume may reauL 

The signs of the times are not very pacific, certainly. Mexico, it is said, will have a 
monarch &om Europe ; Paredes is in power there already : the annexation of Texas is not 
the settlement of that act for the perpetuation of slavery ; England is arming to the teeth ; a 
military officer, and not a civilian, is permanently placed over Canada ; preparations fcH* an 
onslaught are openly admowledged there ; the lauiaed interest talk as if wax was their only 
refuge from total defeat, in En^and and Ireland ; President Polk bids America prepare for 
the worst ; the gambling sections oi our numerous banking establishments look to a deranged 
currency, with usurious interest, baseless paper, a new national debt, and heavy taxes to meet it 
during the next twenty years, as a national blessing ; others besides R. J. Walker's constituents 
are r^yto repudiate;* many want Canada; not a few have bright visions of Oregon; 

* Bankevpt Banks. Rxpudutioii or D»T8.-*On the 13tii of Janaary, 1843, a maetiog was held at ths 
MerchanU* Exchange, N. Y., to opmiBe the repeal of the bankrapt law, John L MurKan In the chair. Meewi. 
Frescott Hall, Selden, Tilden, Mcvean, John W. Edmonds, and Butler spoke. Esmonds said, that the laws 
are lamentably deficient in not affording dne relief to the unfortunate debtor, andguatOin/t agotfut fraud^^htA 
no civilized eommnnity ever invented such a wretched plan as our executions, judgments, creditors* bills, ite^ 
to drain from the pocket of the unfortunate their last dollar— that, as our laws stand, a man had better be » 
thief and steal, than be a poor debtor. The thief may start afresh in life, the debtor never can. He was for. 
including banks, and upholding the bankrupt laws, but for the law whether or not Butlir was opposed to 
the repeal of the bankrupt law of July, 1841. We had got, he said, the English insolvent law system, with- 
out its general bankrupt law system, bat with 36 laws, all varying, in as many states. The insolvent law of 
England took all a man*8 property, stopped his business, imprisoned and then turned him out destitute, and pro- 
claimed to be unworthy of credit, and yet expected him to take courage and make monev fbr his eteditofs. 
Such a system was bad and had bad results. It was really disgraceful that our laws all tended to oppress the 
honest and unfortunate debtor, and yet do nooood to the creditor. Another meeting was held on the 18th against 
the taw, and much said on the other side. The great evil seems to be, that systematic, beneficial legislation, by 
Congress, on this and many other subjects, especially a general partnership law, seems hopeless. Whether 
too many live by intrigue— or there is careleesoess— or that opposing interests hav« mamd useful improve- 
ments, I know not— On June 3d, 1840, when It was proposed to give to the U. S. government the power to 
wind up the concerns of every bank, or Insurance, manufacturing, or trading corporation, that stopped payment 
of its debts, by including such banks, &c., in the bankrupt law, then under discussion in the Senate, Calhoum 
opposed it but proposeono remedy for bank suspensions by the hundred, dozen, or single. The bill anthorizvd 
any creditor who had asked payment of $500. or upwards, due him, to take out a comnissiou of bankraptcy, If 
not paid within 15 days, so that the affairs of the bank, &c., might be placed in the hands of proper trustees, 
and wound up. There were tken^ nearly 500 suspended banks, and he would not compel them to pay, or be 
placed under the care of federal officers, to be wound up. It would place too much power in the hands of the 
govemmeot and bring about a political alliance between It and the banks. Mr. Calhoun prepoied no remedy 
for the bankruptcy of corporations, and seemed to suppose that Congress ought not to or could not apfdy one ! 

It would snrely follow, of right that if the banks are to be privileged from payifig their debts, they «ihall have 
no power, while that privilege lasts, to coerce their debtors— but to me, the Rev. Sidney Smith's reasoning, Im 
his memorial tu Congress is conclusive. He says ; " Your petitioner lent to the State of Pennsylvania a sum 
of money, for the purpose of some public Improvement. The amount though small. Is to him important, and 
is a saving firom a life income, made with difficulty and privation. If their refusal to jiay (from which a very 
large number of English fhmilies are suffi^ring^ had been the result of war, produced by the unjust aggression of 
powerful enemies ; if it had arisen from civil disoord ; if it had proceeded from an improvident aM>iieati»n of 
means in the first years of self-government ; if it were the act of a poor state struggling against the barrenness 
of nature— every friend of America would have been contented to wait for better times; but the fraud Is com- 
mitted in the profound peace of Pennsylvania, by the richest State in the Union, after the wise investment of 
the borrowed money in roads and canals, of which the repudlatdrs are every day reaping the advantage. It Is 
an act of bad faith which (ail its circumstances considered) has no parallel, and no excuse. Nor is it only tbm 
loss of property which your petitioner laments ; he laments still more that immense power which tho bad faith 
of America has given to aristocratical opinions, and to the enemies of fVee institutions in the old woiM. It Is 
in vain any longer to appeal to history, and to point out the wrongs which the many have received from th« 
few. The Americans, who boast to have improved the institutions of the old world, have at least equalled its 
crimes. A great nation, after trampling under foot all earthly tyranny, has neen guilty of a fraud as enormous 
as ever disgraced the worst king or the most degraded nation of Europe." 

I think that the dishonest party leaders. In Pennsylvania, Mississippi, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and other 
defaulting states, led on by the early example of Van Buren's confederates, and encouraged by the unequalled 
profligacy of his government had lost all sense of shame. In Pennsylvania, the lust of money, and of office in 
order to get money, is as scandalous as here ; while the feelings of manly pride, and the desire to merit th« 
good opinion of the human race seems to be little felt. Each party appears to dread to impose taxes, or enforce 
their collection for the payment of just debts, lest the other party should make political capital out of such a 
measure ! I must say that Hume's views of the British National Debt— punctual payments of the interest, 
great economy and retrenchment and a sound currency, with good laws and independent jndires to do Justice 
to all, comes nearer to my views of republicanism than borrowing on your honor, and beggnrlog those who lent 
what your wants required. Without a sound currency and a comprehensive partnerxhip law, and a different 
management of contracts and revenue than I now witness, very little good will be effected. 

The Dutch remonstrance against American Repudiation, was handed to C. Hughes, the ngent of the U. S. in 
Holland. To its doctrines, as contained in the following extract every true American will subscribe. 

** We, the undersigned, bondholders, of North American loans, negotiated of late years, or secured upon 
stoeks issued by several States of the Union, confidently take the liberty to invoke your kind intercession in our 
behalf. You are well aware that the engagements entered into on issuing these loans have not been ftilfilled: 
that the psyment of interest has been suspended ; that resolutions passed by some of the States have rendered 
these securities almost valueless ; that severe losses have been sustained ; whilst every endeavor to effect a 
remedy to this deplorable state of things has hitherto proved fruitless. The doctrine of repudiation, although 
embraced in some quarters, has excited the just indignation of the majority of the population. Men in elevated 
stations have openly declared, that whatever the calamity of the times or the malpracth:es and dilapidatioas of 
the banks and public officers, or whatever the disappointments attendant on too sanguine expectations, nothing 
can sanction such a doctrine. The inviolability of engagements, wUeh having no trUranal lo enforce them, 
are to be considered the more sacred as being placed uadsr the piotBGtioii of the mtl^* nfl honor Mid mbtt0 
Ihith. hat been wannlvadTocatadia you country ItMU:** 



tlwre are ytit th^se w!i3d!i an tmfiMling ccdoaial roverament wintoalv ani widiolljr mwi^ 

whj biia tijair ti^ii3 ; th3 Inliaas are oa hini ; J' Jo^in^U anI Irelaai will ttjt gj ijr sUre'-y ; 
Flr^noe is coasiderel in the iatdrjst of W^Uiogton; ani peacex'ai cjn7eaaon3, w^hether 
df thU state or of the Uoton, to i norove the coq licija of the p^sople, and afjrd a bright exam* 
pie to less fav^oreJ lands, are liateiul to those who desire to see the speedy downiall oi re- 
publican goirernaient. 

M iny say hjre— " War would be a most eflfective tariff, to protect our manufactures." So 
it wjuli; but may not peace and an hmsst currency supply that, without war 1 Many of our 
manafacturds depe^ii oa our co ii n^rce, and wjiiJ be injurijusly affected by war. W«ir, 
say some, " woild put down slavery ia the soath and give us Canadi on the north, and secure 
Ot>6<>n on th3 wist." [ aua anxious to see slavery put djVQ everywhere, but not to risk the 
peace m the world to effect it sooaer by a few years ; and railroads, canals, national prosperity, 
upright gj/era.n3it and universal education will settle the Canada qiestion more to oui 
satistactioa ia the bnj run th m seven years oi' strife and bitchery. Yes, bat it is said again, 
"Warwo'aij h i n')ie Jln^lan I" Are yji sure of thati England is tar mjre powerful, 
united^ ealigh^eaed, free, prosperous, and populous at this day taan she was wnea she with- 
stood lor a series of yeirs, the ao noined eiorts oC many nitions, led by Napoleon, and backed 
for three years, nearly, by the Uoited States. Besides, waen the war was over^ both parties 
would begin to cotint the cost, and wish they had waited a little. 

As John Bull is older, by some thousands of years than Brother Jonathan, we will take 
his evidence first. 

[From the London Times of Decem'ber 30, 1814.] 
Treaty op Ghent, "If any of the powers who have received our subsidies, of 
hare been rescued from destruction by our courage and example, have bad the baseness 
to turn against as, it is morally certain, that the treaty of Ghent will confirm them in 
their resolution. They will reflect, that we have attempted to force our princi- 
ples on America, and have failed. Nay, that we have retired from the combat with 
the stripes yet bleeding an our backs— with the recent defeats of Plattsburgh, and on Lake 
Champlain unavengM. To make peace at such a moment, they will think, betrays a dead- 
ness to the feelings of honor, and shows a timidity of disposition inviting further insult. If 
we could have pointed to America overthrown, we should surely have stood on much higher 
ground at Vienna, and everywhere else, than we possibly can do now. Even yet, however, 
if we could but close the war with some great naval triumph, the reputation of our maritime 
greatness might be partially restored ; but to say, that it has not hitherto suffered in the esti- 
mation of all Europe, and what is worse, of America herself, is but to belie common sense 
and universal experience. • Two or three of our ships have struck to a force vastly supe- 
rior V No, not two or three, but many on the ocean, and whole squadrons on the lakes ; and 
the numbers are to be viewed with relation to the comparative magnitude of the two navies. 
Scarcely is there one American ship of war, which has not to boast a victory over the British 
flag; scarcely one British ship in thirty or forty, that has beaten an American. Our seamen, it 
16 urged, have on all occasions, fought bravely. Who denies it^ Our complaint is, 
that with the bravest seamen, and the most powerful navy in the world, we retire from 
the contest when the balance of defeat is so heavily against us. Be it accident, or be it 
misconduct, we inquire not now into the cause; the certain, the inevitable consequences 
are what we look to, and these may be' summed up in few words—the speedy growth of 
an American navy, and the recurrence of a new and much more formidable American 
war. From that fatal moment, when the flag of the Guerriere was struck, there has been 
quite a rage for building ships of war in the United States. Their navy has been nearly 
doubled, and their vessels are of extraordinary magnitude. The people, naturally vain, 
boastful and insolent, have been filled with an absolute contempt of our maritime power, 
and a furious eagerness to beat down our maritime pretensions. Those pafi»s>ions, which 
have been inflamed by success, could only have been cooled by what, in vulgar, bm em- 
phatic language, has been termed ' a sound flogging;' but, unfortunately, our Christian meek- 
ness has induced us rather to kiss the rod, than to retaliate its exercise. Such false and 



fMIe 1)timl]rft7 is not ealenlated for the grildanee of natfaiis. War it, indited, a tramsmloM 
engine of justice; bat when justice wields the sword, she most be inflexible. Looking nei* 
ther to thi right nor to the left, she mast pursue her blow, until the evil is dsian rooted 
out. This is not blind rage, or blind revenge; but it is a discriminating, a ealin, and 
even a tender calculation of conseqoences. Better is it, that we should grapple with the 
young lion, when he is first flvjshej with tfie taste of our flock, than wait until, in tht 
maturity of his strength, he bears away at once both sheep and shepherd." 

Now for the Yankee version. Make way for the witness, Mr. William Colemhik 
Silence incotirt! 

[Prom the New York Evening Post of February 13, 1815.] 
Treaty op Ghent. " For ourselves, the people, who shall tell us, at the conclturioD of 
this war, how we are recompensed for the death of thousands and the expense of millions 1 
Who shall tell the sacrifices, the losses, we have sustained, the sufierings we have under- 
gone and the deprivations we have endured and must endure lor y^rs to come; and not 
we alone, but our children and grandchildren after us. When the accounts of this war 
shall be all wound up ; when, in addition to the necessary expenses of it, the squanderings, 
the waste, the innumerable frauds that have been practised, the losses that have accrued fh>m 
the abuses of public trust, are taken into consideration ; (and let us consider that filly thou- 
sand dollars lavished upon a single scoundrel to bribe him to forge a miserable calumny, 
forma an item and but an item in the account;) when we reflect upon the multitude of pay* 
masters, and agents, contractus and commissaries, with all the hosts of jobbers for the army, 
fiom his excellency, the governor of a state, who haggles and chafiers for a lot of cartouch- 
boxes, down to the petty rascal who crimps recruits at eight dollars a-piece, men, who without 
virtue, labor or hazard, are growing rich, as their country is impoverished, when these and 
a host more, who have battened upon the distresses of their country, shall have their accounts 
adjusted and allowed by the pn^r ofiicers, what think you will be the melancholy result pre- 
sented to us 1 I will tell you what, and if I am wrong, let my words be remembered and the 

public confidence be withdrawn from me for ever It will be nothing less than a funded 

debt, of more than one hundred and fifty millions of dollars ; bearing an interest of six per 
cent. Still, vast as the amount is, it is within the ability of the country, if we can stop here, to 
discharge it. Let us then meet the evil since it is inevitable, with firnmess and resolution, and 
cheerfully resolve, since it has now come to a conclusion, to provide for the debt, to the best of 
our ability. Let the nation rejoice, for though we have been compelled to make vast sacrifices 
without any adequate cause for it : though we have suffered calamity and distress wantonly 
brought upon us by a weak and profligate administration ; though we have been compelled to 
submit to losses which can never be repaired, and to sufier golden advantages to pass by, 
which will never again return, yet let the nation rejoice, we have escaped ruin." 

Colonel Duane, a veteran of opposite politics, and a warm friend of the war, did not difier 
Irom his federal neighbor. 

[From the Philadelphia Aurora, by W. Duane, July 24, 1816.] 
" Never was a peace concluded more timely or fortunately ; the inconsistency and want of 
system, the utter incapacity which had been shown in the management of the war and the 
flnances, and the want of energy to repress revolt and put down those who conspired against - 
their country in league with the enemy, had made a deep impression on the country : but the ( 
peace came so suddenly, the people were so surprised and amazed at their good fortune, that 
aH the imbecility and incapacity, all the waste and extravagance, the disasters and rfiame, 
which belonged te the public measures from the beginning to the close of the war, wore, in the 
extacy of disappointed despondency, forgotten and forgiven— the squandering of treasure and 
stor3s in thj w^ t, misconduct, which would, under any otlie^r government, have sent generals 
to the c6mnioii hat,' werfe oveflooked ; ihe most futile plans of^iiftipaigns; and the most bdi- 
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ovom and flwmetimes the most bazfaannu and wan^ 

poaes on earth, than to aggrandise the yanity of a profligate favorite ; merit persecBted and 
dandered, and baseneas and profligacy rewarded with the honors which, heretofore, it had 
bean alleged were to be the meed of genius, virtue and patriotic services." 

The stripes at Plattsburgh, and the young lion of the west— that's the language of England's 
leading journal for 1814, and as to the victory' hoped for, to close the strof^le decenUy, that 
came also— o^ New Orleans, The cost— eternity alone can tell the tears, me ag^v, the woe, 
the wretchedness, which were the result of that fierce and unnatural ccmtest. when the ill- 
iated Lexington was burning ofi* Long Island, and her 160 passengers and crew were crowded 
in the bow and stem, till compelled to leap into the ocean to be drowned, to escape being burnt 
alive ; when the boats were swamped, and all nearly perished by fire, water, frost and cold, in 
that terrible hour, how gladly would thousands of generous Americans and Britons have joined 
in naldng their lives to save these unhappy men, women and children I Yet their horrible 
deaths are as nothing in the account of woe and misery that must result from a deadly enmity 
between two peoples, of one origin, one religion, one kmdred, and speaking the same language. 
The man who will interfere, in aught, effectually to prevent the slaughter of another 100,dD0 
christian men: the grief of parents, brothers, sons, sisters and lovers; the destruetion of pro- 
perty, of Mendship, and of commerce ; the retardment of republican progress; and the immo- 
rality and hardness of heart which such a war would generate, would deserve well of man- 
War will bring again upon us, heavy direct taxes— high prices — a wretched, fi'audulent cur- 
rency — Sloans, perhaps, as before, at 53 per cent, discount ; and it will delight the British to- 
nes ; it is just what they want. The people of England, Ireland, and Scofland, have united 
andpressed the landlords to the wall. Free trade with America, in Com, in Pork, in Cotton, 
in Flour, in everything, is now the popular cry, the honest cry of a nation. O'Connell echoes 
it the aristocracy are appalled, the iron duke gives way— when lo ! a new obstacle is found. 
The freemen of the west and the north are rea^ to battle — not for freedonL like their gallant 
sires : not for aiding an oppressed colony, but for slavery in Texas, and for a band of hearts 
less slave-owners, who have joined with the pretended, stockjobbing democrats of the north to 
gamble the nation into a 200 million debt, for a strip otf^ Oregon ! 

1 have met with the speech of Mr. Bradford Wood, member of Congress from this State, 
delivered in the H. of R., Jan. 31, 1846, in the Albany Evening Journal. Though late in life, 
1 thankfulhr receive lessons of wisdom from this son of a revolutionary sire. If permitted to 
call myself a democrat, Mr. Wood's creed, as given below, would best indicate mine. 

" Grant, if you choose," said he, *< that England should be worsted in every conflict, and that 
your plans for conquest and victory, like Captain Bobadil's, were perfectly feasible, it would 
still be dear-bought victory. You would have inflicted greater evils on your own country than 
on your enemy's. You will have demoralized your country, centralized its government, swept 
away its democracy, and erected on its mins a military aristocracy, and thrown back for years 
the civilization of mankind. Nor would this be all. You will have arrested the progress of 
liberal opinions throughout the world, and especially in that very country where the principles 
of free-trade (the best of all peace societies) are spreading rapidly, widely and triumphantly, 
benefiting alike that country and this, and which can be arrested only by a war between the 
two nations. Gentlemen were very much inclined to denounce Rngland ; but the England of 
1775 or 1812 was not the England of 1846. The only eflectual way to attack England was by 
peace, not by war. It was the only way you could reach her proud unfeeling aristocracy, who 
had been built up by war, and whom a continuance of peace would ere long put down. With 
that aristocracy, none of us had any sympathy ; but he trusted all had with a down-trodden 
people, struggling to imclasp their grasp, and who had been demoralized, plundered, b^;gared 
and reduced to starvation by glorious war. .... Why was this deadly hate manifested 
against England 1 Say what you would, with all her injustice to Ireland and to a portion of 
her own citizens, she still had more of civil and religious liberty than any other country in 
Europe. There the liberty of speech and of the press were inviolate, and the blush came some- 
times tingling to his own cheek when it occurred to him that in this respect it was more invio- 
lable in England than in some portions of his own country. The first aspirations of civil and 
religious liberty that ever dawned on this world arose in England — the same spirit that sent 
finrth the pilgrims of New England, inspired Hampdftn, Milton, dsA Vaoie| and taought the 
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iiit Charles to the block. And now at this day, among the middle classes of England, and 
among those whose names are great without titles, were many who were manftilly battling the 
cause of the people and of human progress, and who would deprecate a war with this country as 
a disgrace to civilization. The arrogance of die British government was as little to his taste as 
the profligacy and insidious tyranny of France, or the despotism of Russia. All three were 
hostile to republican instimtions ; and it became us to see to it that no unjust act of ours should 
furnish them a pretext for an increased hostility." 

In the able and temperate speech of Mr. Winthrop on Oregon^ as I find it in the Intellieencer, 
he referred to Mr. Preston King's remark that Mr. Folk hadofiered the49tb narailel to Britain 
last summer, knowing it would be rejected ; and in Mr. Polk's message of December last, he 
affirms, " that the Bntish plenipotentiary, without submitting any other proposition, suffered 
the negotiation on his part to drop." Let the reader turn to the correspondence of Buchanan, 
and it will there be found that the negotiation was abruptly closed by the withdrawal ol all pro- 
posals of compromise, bythe president's own order ! In Jefferson^ letter to Monroe, Oct. 24, 
1883 [Works, vol. 4, p. d801, he tells him, that ** Great Britain is the nation which can do us the 
most harm of any one or all on earth ; and with her on our side we need not fear the whole 
world; With her then we should most sedulously cherish a cordial friendship." 

An honorable and di|^ified body of merchants are a blessing to any country. Their calling 
IS among the most usetul, respectable, and necessar}' of any in these United States; and they 
ought to stand with a perfect eqnali^ before the law. I'hat they do not so stand is a fact 
wmch none will deny. That many ol our laws are made, or administered, so as to tantalize 
and pillage them, is daily made manifest. That gross favoritism towards some, and bitter 
enmity towards others, was the practice in Van Buren's time, the journals of Congress too 
clearly testify; and when we see B. P. Bntler again district attorney, malertf his extortions 
from 1838 to 1841, we do not anticipate too kind treatment now.* Add to all this, that they 
are kept month after month in absolute uncertainty as to the continuance of peace, ineir adven- 
turous spirit checked, their calculations made doubly doubtful, and the impoitant subjects of a 
tariff, and the currency, left unsettled— and then let the Congressmen and their constituents ask 
themselves, if the bola, ftarless, intelligent, upright, and industrious American merchant re- 
eeives from his government fair play, or anjrthing like it 1 

The London Times thinks " that every purpose both of honor and interest would be answered, 
if the British Minister, on whom now devolves the duty of making fresh proposals to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, were to renew on his part the offer made to England by Mr. Gal- 
latin in the presidency and under the direction of Mr. Adams. That proposal was to take the 
^ih degree of North latitude as far as the sea, as the boundary line, reserving to Great Britain 

* Can Mirchamts not mm trust vd as Jvrors 1— Mr. Hoyt collector of ciutoins, N. Y., iBfonned Matthew 
Blrchard, Solicitor of the Treasury, Wavhiogton, by letter dated Feb. 22, 1840— that ** tk» arrwanu of tk» cmi- 
*''mercial classes, exhibited within the last few years, in their efibrts to satisfy the people that tbi« class alone 
** were entitled to conuol the governoient, as well as the destinies of all other classes, has had its influence 
" even * In the Judgment seat ;' and, from a sympathetic feeling, has eontroUed Judges in advices and sdnums- 
" tions is jurors ; which has been adverse to the interest of the United States. We kme been ktreUfers mmfwr- 
*' tMnaie tn ike seleetism of jurors in the courU of the United States. TMey are not drawn, as is the practice in 
" other courts, but are «e/eet<d by the marshal from what sources he pleases; and hitherto large numbers of 
Murors have been taken from the mercantile classes, against which course I have remonstrated,'* k.c. Mr. 
myt went on to state that there should be "instructions ;" and, five days afterwards, M. Blrchard, Solicitor of 
the Treasury at Washington, thus instructed the Marshal, A. J. Bleecker : 

" Feb. 37, 1840.— There are few persons who have not often seen honest men err in Judgment in consequence 
*' of influences from which they, at the time, believed themselves entirely free. It imputes nothing against the 
" honor of New York merchanu to suppove that, in this re^pect, they are subject to the like imperfections 
** which belong to other men. I have therefore to request you to bear these senenil observations in mind, wksn 
** ssUcthtg jurors far the trial of revenue cases, ^uA endeavor to SELECT Impartial, capable MEN. who are 

"TOTAXlY DISCONNECTED WITH TRADE and all its influences the whole nation 

"knows that CONFIDENCE .\ A Y WELL BE PLACF D IN THE INTEGRITY AND JUDGMENT OP BON- 
IEST FARMERS AND MECHANICS, ANi THAI' IT IS not less PROPER FOR THE U. 8. TO SEEK A 
*'FAIR TRIAL than for a private cititen.'*— M. BIRCH ARD, Solicitor, ^e. 

In Decemlier. 1839, we find Henry D. Gilpin takins Hoyt and Butler to task for compromising heavy law- 
suits instituted for alleged fraudulent entries, without authority from the Treasury Department— half the 
amount thus recovered went to Hoyt, Coe and Craic— half to the United States— with enough to Butler. In 
Jannary, 1840 (next month), the conveateiiC Matthew Birchard had taken the place of the more severe and 
rigid Gilpin. The Hoyt, Van Buren and Butler private correspondence, may help some of my readers in goeaa- 
ing why and how this sudden change came to pasa. On the 23d of January, the pliant Bircbard wrote to Hoyt 
that the reasons given **»e such as would have induced this office to advise the course taken respecting them, had 
it bsen consulted.*^ 

In Deeember, 1838, [Rep. 669, p. 331], Hoyt writes to Bancroft, Collector at Boston (now Secietiry of the 
Navy), as follows : 

*' Yno may, however, be able to succeed fin condemning the goods 1 better in your district than we can here : 
*'lbrOUR COURT IS VERY MUCH OF A MERCANTILE COURT— and the Juries, AS A MAITER OP 
** C0UR8E, ahoays go against the govemwunt, and will continue to do so as long as it is the fashion of the day 
** to consider the Kovemment as opposed to the merchants. In other weeds, when the mefdiants are the Jnron 
** aad wltMMi, Oedliei^the iBveaneaU-JeMS ItofT." 
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Vancouver's Island, the harbcMr of St. Juan de Puca, and the free navigation of the Columbia.** 
I think I lat i America made that offer to England 20 years since— if Polk said 49^ a few 
months since— if 49^ was the word in Monroe's time — in Adams's time — in Tyler's and CaU 
houn'sdays — and if, as is " clear and unquestionable," the 64** 4^' was a mere puff, written by 
Walker, and put forth in the conclave of office-seekers and office-holders at Baltimore, by But- 
ler, Sandy HiUfashion, to secure the election from the whigs — if President Polk Iniew of all 
tb€»e 49^ offers, and yet professed t-o believe in the 54® 40' till his election was carried by a trick 
— if Van Buren, Marcy and all the rest had approved of the 49's and yet sung the new song 

ilable ; and the speech or Hay wood, Polk's coC 



of M® 40' to secure the man they deemed avail; 

leige chum, indicates all this ; the sooner the thing is settled, and ^e less we say about it, the 
better. I do not pretend to judge of the merits of the several parallels, but surely, a few acres 
of desert are not worth quarrelling about. Reform progresses with giant strides in England, 
and God forbid that the noble sons of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Ohio, should stop its 
onward course, to please the British tories, and to gain for us here a life-lease of Polk, Walker, 
Marcy, Texas, Houston, and more slavery ! My private opinion is, that Oregon belongs to 
the people there, natives and immigrants ; and that if England and America would besU)w a 
tenth part of the money a war would cost, in settling it on the National Reform principle, of 
160 acres to each family ; settlers to be entitled to l(jO acres each, and no man to hold morei 
the result would be more pleasing than that of a war, conquer who may : a war, too, for anar* 
row strip of desert we have thrice freely offered to give away ! 

John Cluincy Adams thinks that a war to free the slave, to give liberty to the captive, to 
complete the glorious work of '76, and make the great declaration a truth, would be popular in 
£higland. So it would. Who there would sympathise with Polk, Marcy, Walker, Cave 
Johnson, and the slave monopolists 1 Who ought to sympathise with them here? No one. 
" The occupation of Texas will convert the old slaveholdmg part of the United States into- a 
disgusting nursery for youn'g slaves, because a black crop will produce more money to the paro* 
prietors than any other crop they can cultivate." O'Connell, in his dispute with Stevenson, 
published as his opinion, that the slaveholders abolished the foreign slave-trade, " that by such 
abolition they enhanced the price of the slaves then in America by stopping the competition. 
Why otherwise was not the home trade stopt as well as the foreign 1" 
- The N. Y. Evening Post of Feb. 14, 1815, says that the news of a peace, though not rati- 
fied, lowered prices. Sugar fell at once from $06 to $12,50 ; Tea, from S8,35 to $1 ; Specie, 
from S22 premium to $2 ; Tin was $80 per box on Saturday, and only $25 on Monday ; U. S. 
six per cent stock advanced from 76 to 86, and Treasury notes to within 2 of par. " In no 
place has the war been more felt or proved more disastrous." Yet I do not think that priva- 
tion would enter into the American mind in the event of a new stru^le. Of the bravery of 
this people no one can entertain a doubt. 

I miow it will be said that it is to free Ireland that we would fight, in part. Will Irishmen, 
who saw Polk struggle to get a judge put upon the bench of the Supreme Court, by means of 
a senatorial approval of his nomination, whose chief merit consisted in his unceasing, rooted 
hatred to adopted citizens, believe this 1 Would Ireland join England in such a case 1 I 
have not a doubt of it. Our luiiive majorities, our slavery, our Phfladelphia riots and church 
burnings, to put down the Catholics, are not very politic, if Ireland is to be won. England, if 
she go to war, will come to a full understanding with Ireland, as she has already with Prance. 
If there is nothing to apprehend from the French republicans, and I hear that there is not, it 
woukl be a fair fight, iJetween two very brave countries ; but it ought not to be, and I hope 
will not be. Our case, as far as Texas is involved, is about as unjust a one as Englana's 
effort to subdue the Aflfehans, who had never owed her any allegiance. 

You were told, free Americans, that to add Texas to the Union was to extend the area of 
freedom. Here is an extract from its constitution : 

" All persons of color, who were slaves for life previous to their emigration to Texas, and 
who a/re naw held in bondage^ shall remain in the like state of servitude, provided the said slave 
shall be the boD& fide property of the person so holding said slave as aforesaid. Congress 
shall pass no laws to prohibit emtgrarUsfroT/i the United States of America from bringing their doves 
into the republic with them^ and holding them by the same tenure by which slaves were held in 
the United States ; nor shall congress have the power to e^nancipate slaves ; nor shall any slaveholder 
bt atiowed to emancipate his or her staves^ without the consent of congress^ unless he or she shall 
send his or her slave or slaves without the limits of the republic, ^ofree person of African 
descent, either in whole or in part, shall be permitted to reside perm/inenUyinthe repvJbUc, with- 
out the consent of congress." 

This was what Polk was for annexing inmiediately— this was what the shrewd and far- 
seeing Calhoun was ready to involve the whole Union in war for, had it been necessary. I 
now begin to think, that with him and McDuffiethe principle is, nullification or neeroslaveiy 
uppermost. Even Van Buren, who knew his case was hopeless in the norm without aboli- 
tion votes, had to admit, that " Nothing is either more true or more extensively known, than 
than Texas was wrested from Mexico, an(l her Independence established thrmigh tlie instm- 
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mcntali^' of citizens of the United States. Equally trup is it that this was done not only 
against the -.nshes, but in direct contradiction of the best effbrts ol cmr governmeut to i<revt:at 
our citizens from enga«rir.g in the enterprise." Houf^ton, Jackson, bwanwout and Polk could 
aave contradicted the latter assertion, but it was useless. The l&ngua|:e ol Mr. Clay was. " J 
am decidedly opposrd to the ivtmcfHate annexation ot'TexPs to the United States. 1 ihink it 
would be di*honon.ble, might involve them in war, would be dangerous to llie integrity and 
harmony of the Union, «"nd, if all these objections were removed, could not be efiectea accordr 
Jn^ to cny infonnation 1 possess, upon just and admissible conditions." And Jackson, on the 
brink of eternity, exclaimed, " Let Polk, Dallas, and Texa?*, be the watchword and counter- 
(dgn — and Clay and his friend Frelinghuysen, the friend ako cfalol'l'an, for which he S] ujos 
at Texas, will be overwhelmed by the unanimous voice of the south." Yet when Pfaktoham 
was invading Louisiana, Jackson, on December 18, 1814, addressed his black i^oldiers in an- 
other strain. He said: " Soldiers ! When on the banks of the Mobile, I called you to ttko 
up anns, inviting you to partake the perils and glory of your white fellow citizens, 1 expect^ 
much from you ; lor 1 was not ignorant that you possessed qualities most formidable to an in- 
vading enemy. J knew with what fortitude you could endure hunger and thirst, and all the 
fatigufs of a campaign. I knew well how you loved your native country, and that you had, 
as well as ourselves, to defend what man holds most dear— his parents, relations, wile, cbildreii 
and property. You have done more than I expected. In addition to the previous qualitits.I 
before Imcw you to possess, I found, moreover, among you a noble enthusiasm, which leada to 
the performance of great things." 
Shall such men as these be denied the right of voting, bv the Convention, next June 1 
The two most influential men in Ireland are Daniel O'Connell and Theobald Mathew; 
they have united in an invitation to the Irish here to oppose slavery. In the official publica- 
tion of O'Connell's speech in Conciliation Hall, March 2(Kh, 1845, he thus warned our pre- 
tended democrats where Ireland would be found whenever an attempt might be made to real- 
ize Calhoun's idea of adding all Mexico to the republic. 

From the Dublin Freeman*s Journal. 
Mr. O'Connell. — " I regard with horror the annexation of another slave state to the Ame* 
▼ican Union. Sir, no good is to be bought by the slightest admixture of evil, and I condemn, 
and I deplore, and I denounce the augmentation of human misery that must result by the 
annexation of another slave slate. They talk about the boldness of Mr. Polk's message— in 
one point it betrays arrant cowardice— I will not condescend to mince the word. In talk- 
ing of slavery in the States, Mr. Polk has not the courage to call it by its proper name. 
He does not speak of the Americans upholding slavery and possessing slaves, but be 
glos<5es over the infamous traffic by st}'ling it by the delicate expression of a * domestic 
institution.' Domestic institution! Mr. Polk, it is Slaver}'! Mr. Polk, it is huckstering 
in human ^esh (louJ choors). It is a loathsome, an execrable sj-stem that makes man the pro- 
pertv of his Ibllow; it is buying and selling man created after the image of God, redeemed 
oy the blood of his Son, and bearing upon his brow the impress of the Eternal seal, it is 
buying and selling him, I say, as though he were the beast of the field that grazes, and 
not a deathless being marked out for an immortal redemption, the heir of a heavenly in- 
heritance, and designed for a destiny so glorious that the mind of man is dazzled in con- 
templating it. And I am to be told that slavery is *a domestic institution' (hear, hear)! 
Out upon those who would make it so ! I love mv country, but I would accept of no ad- 
vantage to my country through the medium of such a crime. I want no Amencan aid if it 
comes acrassthe Atlantic stained with negro blood, and from my soul I despise any govern- 
ment, which, while it boasts of liberty, is guilty of slavery, the greatest crime that can be 
committed by humanity ajg^ainst humanity. The right to freedom depends not on the hue 
of the skin ; if it did, who shall decide upon what hue is the favored one (hear, hear) 
—seeing that all eyes do not delight in the same colour 1 No matter under what sj ecions 
term it may disguise itself, slavery is still hideous. It has a natural, an inevitable tendency 
to brutalize every noble faculty of man. Let not America imagine that this boasting ci 
liberty .makes her name respected. No, for as the assertion of virtue i& a proof of hypo- 
crisy, if the virtue be not practised, so the attempt to proclaim liberty becomes blasphemous 
when we see three millions of human beings stimulated and torn by the lash — the nasband 
separated from the wife, and the children from the parents, and sent into distant and remote 
plantations never more to behold the face of a father or the smiles of a mother [hear, hear, 
and loud cheering.] And yet those who are ready to uphold that system are the people that 
dare talk to me of lihert}'. ♦ * * * We tell them from this spot that they can have us- 
that the throne of Victoria can be made perfectlv secure — the honor of the British Empire 
maintained, and the American Eagle, in its highest pride, brought down. Let th*»ni but 
conciliate us and do us justice, and they will have us enlisted under the banner of Victoria- 
let them but give us the Parliament in College-grecn, and Oregon shall be theirs and Tejms 
shall be harmless (cheers). While England was not threatened by America, as lone as she 
was in a state to compel submission, so long -we heard not a word of coqcilialing Iielan^ ^ 
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Imt the moment the Oregon territory became a bone of contention, that war was threatened, 
and that there appeared no solution but the sword ibr the tangled web of a^Gurs, then is Ire- 
land recollected, then concessions are spoken of (cheers.) I repeat, when they want us they 
shall have us (continued cheers.) I have felt it my duty to ofier these remarks, again to 
pronounce my detestation of human slavery, and my assurance to England that she cannot 
obtain us by profiimUk concessions, that she can however obtain the beating heart and the 
ready hand of Ireland, but she must pay the price that all rational men will assent to, liberty 
and Justice, (great cheering.)" 

I apprehend, that, in case of war, Ireland will be less in the way of Britain than the south- 
ern smves in mat of their owners, who are already so terrified and unhappy that everjthing 
that can be done is done to keep the whites in ignorance lesi the blacks also become enlight- 
ened. If not so, how is it that we find in North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, 
dkc., hundreds of thousands as uneducated as Hottentots 1 If such as they can vote for slavery 
over us and their blacks also, much as I dislike to see the suffrage extended to any class who 
are not educated, I shall vote for those delegates to the convention who are believed to be the 
most willing to raise the oppressed African to the full dignity of northern freedom. There is 
a risk, I admit, but it is on the honest side, and good mav come out of it. Black men are as 
kind-hearted, as skilful, as ingenious, as faithful, and as deserving of encouragement as 
white men. When Charies Sumner of Boston, and R. W. Emerson were asked to lecture 
before the New Bedi'ord Lyceum, they refused because negroes were excluded from equal 
rights. Sumner's refusal contained the following remarks : 

" It is well knoMm that the prejudice of color, which is akin to the stern and selfish spirit that 
holds a fellow-man in slavery, is peculiar to our country. All will remember the two youths 
of AfVican blood, who gained: the highest honors in the College at Paris in the winter of 1838, 
and dined the same day with the King of France, the descendant of St. Louis, and of Louis 
the Great, at the palace of the Tuileries. In Paris, I have sat for weeks, at the School of 
Law, on the same benches with colored persons, listening, like myself, to the learned lectures 
of Degerando, and of Rossi ; nor do I remember observing in the throng of sensitive young 
men by whom they were surrounded, any feeling toward them except of companionship and 
respect. In Italy, at the Convent of Palozzuola, on the shores of the Alban Lake, and on 
the site of the ancient Alba Longa, I have seen for several days a native of Abyssinia, only 
recently conducted Irom his torrid home, and ignorant of the language that was spoken 
about him, yet mingling with the Franciscan Friars, whose guest he was, in delightful and 
a&ctionate familiarity. In these examples may be discerned the proper influence of the 
Christian spirit." 

I intend to support native Americans in their right to self-government, whatever be their 
c6k>r, although some of them were a little too bitter against Europeans who live here. The 
conduct of colored people in Canada, and a careful perusal of the reports from the British 
West Indies, which show the good results that have arisen from educating, liberating, and 
trusting the blacks, have fortified me in this resolution. A colored man, who had been in the 
state's prison, committed a few days since a dreadi'ul murder in this state. Had he been cared 
for in youth, educated, treated as a fellow creature, and not degraded, such a crime would 
have been terrible to him, even to think of. The English speak in high terms of some of 
their black troops. Washington confided in armed negroes ; so did Jackson, and he gave 
them very high praise too; Hammond says that General Root and Colonel Young, "during 
the most perilous period of the late war," voted for a law for raising a regiment of blacks. 
Why then hinder tnem from voting 1 Because they are not so well informed as the whites 1 
How do we know that 1 And if we did know it, shall the black man who cannot write be 
driven from the polls, and whites who have oppressed his race allowed to vote, thoush equallv 
ipiorant 1 On the 23d of August, 1814, the darkest days of the last war, the N. Y. Evcnin^ 
Post, under the caption of " Patriotism of the Airicans," says ; " This morning, between 80O 
md 1000 of the hardy and patriotk; sons of Africa, accompanied by a delightful band of music 
and appropriate fl^gs, crossed the ferry at Catharine slip, to work on the fortifications at 
Brooklyn heights. These men, knowing the value of freedom, are anxious to defend it, and 
too much praise cannot be bestowed on them for their voluntaiy exertions." Howare their 
race rewarded % Marcv proposed to crush abolition by penal enactments ; Congress spurns 
petitions; Van Buren had the Grampus stationed off New Haven, to clutch and deliver to 
Instant death in Cuba, the innocent negroes of the Amistead ; and in Viri^nia, if free negroes 
or their children, assemble at a school to learn reading and writing, any justice may dismiss 
them with twenty stripes on each scholar's back. Yet judge Upshur, the U, S. Secretary of 
State, in his will, made free his black slave, David Rich, with the following certificate of 
character : " I recommend him in the strongest manner to the respect, esteem, and confidence 
of any community in which he may happen to live. He has been mjr slave for twenty-four 
years, during all which time he has been trusted to every extent, and in every respect My 
coDfioence In him has been unbounded ; his relation to m^lf and lamily has always been 
foehastoaflbidhimdailyoFpoctaaUieatodeoeiveandiiyarettSyaxidyet never b^ 
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detected In^y serious fanlt, nor ertn in an int«Bti(»al fareaxshof thedDOorams of his staticA. 
His inteUtgence is of a high order, his inUgriUf above ail suspicion, and his sense of right and 
proprietv correct and even refined. It is dne to his long and faithful services, and to the sio- 
cere and steady friendship which I bear him. In the uninterrupted and confidential intercourse 
of twenty-four years, I have never eiven, nor had occasion to give him an unpleasant word. 
I Imow no man who has fewer faults or more excellencies than he." 

Napoleon said of Toussaint L'Ouverture of St. Domingo : " The black leader possessed 
energy, courage, and great skill." Thirty-two editors of public journals in the West Indies, 
are mulattoes, and not a few of the legislators there are black. 

The Convention of l821 declared that Senators of N. Y. must be freeholders, but that As- 
semblymen need not be. If two separate Houses are requisite, especially for appointments 
and executive business, why not mate a distinction, and give us an aristocracy of intellect 7 
To do this, it is only necessary to provide that none diall vote for Governor and Senate who 
cannot read and write, leaving the Assembly, &c. as at present. This would be a republican 
check of the true sort. Why should one class among us try to estrange the Indian, another 
the negro, another the catholic, and another the European emigrants ? Is not our strength in 
union 1 Better the memory of ancient kindness than of ancient fraud and deceit Mr. Aur 
derson of Tennessee, in Senate, Jan. 8, 1841, told of the effects of Butler, Van Buren, Cass, 
and Jackson's Indian diplomacy, with the Creeks and Cherokees, whose memorials Congress 
contemned^ He said : 

" Peace ! Peace 1 Security with the Indian ! It is but a dream ! He but reposes for a 
season in the enjoyment of your favors until that day shall arrive when be flushes with the 
hope of blood and revenge. The recollection of the injuries you have inflicted ; the lands 
you have taken, the wounded pride you have humbled, the very tribute under which yon have 
placed him, keeps the fire of hatred un quenched, and fiercely burning in his bosom ! He will 
receive your gifts, extend his hand for your annuities, but instead of turning his face upon the 
bleak passes of tie Rocky Mountains, and descending upon the coast of California, ne will 
patiently await the period when events, guided by the potent hand of his old ally, snail call 
him to the war-path and the battle field. He vill then remember, not your boianties, but your 
triumphs, and he will prepare, in a more formidable shape than at any former period, for uniting 
his kindred tribes in one solid league against your frontier brethren." 

Are we to make the negroes our deadly enemies also 1 Calhoim tells us (Jan. 1837), that 
" A mysterious Providence has brought two races of men together into this country from dii^ 
ferent parts oi' the earth ; the European to be the master, and the African the slave. These 
relations cannot be overthrown ; and every society founded on the principle of separating 
them is acting on a basis of error." Polk lugged in Providence into his pro-slavery inau- 

fural. Van Buren borrowed it for his epistles to Jesse, and even Calhoun condescend* to insult 
eaven by pretending that it is a party to a daring violation of Christ's commandment to love 
your neighbor as yourself ! 

" I never mean, unless some particular circumstances shall compel me to it, to possess 
another slave by purchase, it being f;^ among my first wishes, «Q f;^ to see some plan adopted 
by which slavery in this country ma.y be abolished by law." 1 hus wrote the great WaA- 
ington, the father of his country, to Sir John Sinclair ; and although the darling wish of his 
soul, to remove the blot of slavery from his beloved country, was not fulfilled, he left his example, 
as a precept to posterity. The slaves of George Washington were made free ; and the man- 
tle of Elijah may have fallen on the chosen Elisha, whose power and enei^gy in a glorious 
cause, will yet give a universal reality to the declaration of independence, so that our great 
abolition leaders prayers may have a speedy, peaceful, and glorious accomplishment. The 
memorable contemporary of Washington, Thomas Jefferson, felt the same detestation of this 
horrible system ; and, having beheld its effects, from his youth upward, stated in a letter to 
M. Wareville, Paris, February, 1788, that 

"The whole commerce between Master and Slave is a perpetual exercise of the most bois- 
terous passions ; the most unremitting despotism on the one ptrt and degrading submission 
on the other. The parent storms, the child looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on 
the same airs in tne circle of smaller slaves, gives loose to his worst passions, t nd thus 
nursed, educated and daily exercised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with odluns 
peculiarities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and mortis unde- 
praved by such circumstances. What an incomprehensible machine is man ! Who can 
endure toil, famine, stripes, imprisonment, and death itself, in vindication of his own liberty, 
and the next moment be deaf to all those motives whose power supported him through his 
trial, and inflict on his fellow men a bondage, one hour of which is fraught with more misery 
than ages of that which he rose in rebellion to oppose." 

And when writing, in 1831, the memoir prefixed to his [JefiTerson's] correspondence, he 
declared, that " nothing is more certainly written in the book of fate, than that these people 
[the slaves of the U. S J are to be free ; nor is it more certain that the two races, eanally .fre& 
cannot live in the same government. Nature, habit, opinion, have drawn indelible Uw oi: 
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tttsdnctton betirden them." He [an abolidonisl of 50 years standing] adds his opinion, that if 
l^radual emancipation and deportation are not resorted to, the terrible example of ine deletion 
of the Moors in Spain will be far exceeded here. He calls the slaves his " • uffering 
brethren," and invokes heaven for their deliverance. How jastlv and liberally the Methodist 
clei^ are acting in this matter, and what a oowerful impress did John Weslev make of his 
free spirit upon his successors ! John Randolph of Roanoke, said in his will, " I give and 
bequeath to all my slaves their freedom, f^ heartily regretting thi.t I have ever been the owner 
of one."Xl He bequeathed $30J0, in trust, for the removal of his slaves to some other st.te, 
to settle thlm there comfortfibly. Thom ;S Jefferson R ndolph, in the legislature of Virginia, 
in I83i, declared that Virginia had been converted into j:ir "one grand menagerie, where> 
men are rxjared fjr the ra irket like oxen for the shambles. "43 The same gsntlemjin thus 
compare! the African with the Virginia, or dome^ic, si ve trade: "jj^'The [A^'can] 
5;^ tradsr rsceives the slave, a stranger in aspect, language, and manner, from thfe merchant 
f3r who brought him from the intsrior. But nere, sir, [in free Virginia,] individu .Is whom 
J^ the master has known from infancy — whom he has seen sporting in the innocent gam- 
f;^ bols of childhood— who have been accustomed to look to him for protection, he te rs from 
i:^ the mother's arms, and sells into a strange country, among a strange people, subject to 
C^ cruel taskmasters. In my opinion it is much worse." In the same session, Mr. Moore 
declared that slavery was destroying morality and virtue in the commonwealth — thi.t the de- 
sire of freedom being the inevitable consequence of intelligence, the owners of slaves, from 
policy, kept them in profound ignorance — that such ignorance prevented the slave from 
judging between right anl wrong, and brought into action all the vicious propensities of op- 
pressed human nature — ^that the slave looked on the whites as leagued in inflicting the many 
wrongs endured by his race, and thus became revengeful— that " the indiscriminate inter- 
course of the sexes," among the slaves was very demoralizing — that at no distant day slaverr 
would " end in a servile war which would continue till the land was red with human blood, 
and either the whites or the blacks wholly exterminated"— and that this war would be com- 
menced the moment the blacks should become so numerous as to give rise to a hope that 
they could burst the bands that bound them to the soil. The Presbyterian Synod of Kentuclnr 
thus officially describes slavery, as it is daily passing.under their eyes: "This system li- 
censes and produces great cruelty. Mangling, imprisonment, starvation, every species of 
torture may be inflicted upon the slave and he has no redress. There are now in our whole 
land two millions of human beings, exposed, defenceless, to every insult and every injury 
short of maiming or death, which their fellow men ma^ choose to inflict They suffer alJ that 
can be inflicted by wanton caprice, by grasping avarice, by brutal lust, by malignant spite, 
and by insane anger. Their happiness is the sport of every whim, and the prey of every 
passion that may, occasionally, or habitually, infest the master's bosom. If we could calco- 
late the amount of woe endured by ill-treated slaves, it would overwhelm every compassi<»i- 
ate heart — it would move even the obdurate to sympathy." By the Texas constitution, all 
free blacks are to be banished for the crime of not being bondsmen. On the 12th of Februaiy, 
1837, the H. of R. of our free Congress, voted " that slaves do not possess the right of petition 
secured to the people by the U. S. constitution;" thus denying millions of poor, oppressed 
wretches a right which from infancy to old age is given by the God of Heaven to the poorest 
of his creatures, the right of the sufferer, in his pain, to entreat for succor and aid from the 
hand of wisdom, justice, and mercy. Millions of poor slaves are represented by pretended 
southern friends on the floor of Congress — this slave representation gives presidents to the 
republic, controls its patronage, protects southern oppression by its power over the army and 

. navy, bargains with northern cupidity to degrade tree institutions, and make them a mock- 
ery and a reproach throughout Efurope.* It contracted with, hired, and duly paid as a gilded 

, puppet, that " northern man with southei*n principles," Martin Van Buren. 

1 earnestly desired to see Canada free from British power, in IftSH. Had my wishes been 
fulfilled she would now have been ruled by the Polks and the Marcys, the Hou>tons and the 
Cambrelengs, the South Carolina and Virginia slave breeders and slave owners, the uqion 
of Tammany Hall stock and office brokers, with Mississippi blacklegs and Tcnnes.'-ee patrioUi 
while the poor slaves whom they would tear from the arms of liberty at the farthest corners of 
the earth, would have had their chains again riveted. Few were more ardent than mi'self In 
their wishes that " Van Buren and freedom " might he successful in 183C. I hn.ve ^ince found 
out that there may be more faithful mirrorsof his democracy found than Holh nd's Life, and 
should be sorry to see the freeman's arm liiled agjinst Cj nada while the power of the repub- 
lic in the south is wielded by hypocrisy, and the avarice of dealers in humtn fljsh mini»teied 
to, in orJer that both whites and blacks may remain in degraded ignorance. 

'* Ah ! little thought I when in youthN WHrni honr. sliming imtignunt nt tyr nn'T power, 
I turned in Otiicy ti) th.it hHppy Intid, whose mi der Imw« victorious patnt k |>tar iied, 
TiiBt I Mhouiti ever «ee a region there, where dHrk opprexKion urgeA vn dp^p.i!*' ; 
And t'reedcMu'K clamnr, and the negr»*« erie<i. In wSldiMl dlaaonMnce coniiuii'^tiiig ri<te.*» 

Three weeks after Congress had resolved that the injured African was unworthy and imfit 
, fo be lifteood to, if he complained of oppres(sion— and near to the tipae at which Judgt law- 
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\tm adriafld a Missonri grand jury not even to notice the atrociooB facts, that Mcintosh, a blade 
man, had been dragged from prison, chained to a tr(3c, and consumed near St. Louii bv a slow ti% 
not by a few fiends, but in preseice ot'an assembled neighborhood — did Martin Van buren come 
forth, on the 3d of Marcn, 1837, to take a solemn oatn to protect and delend, as the chief of the 
republic, the star-spa ngied banner, the flag of the free. O, what a mockery of heaven that 
was ! Polk's more recent ministrations, as the high pi iest of Texan tortures, were decent and 
becoming when compared to Van Burcn's. 

" [t would seem, (says William Leggett) that we have elevated Mr. Van Buren to the office 
of President for the mere purpose that he may be slave-master-in-chief and a negro-overseer. 
He pledged himself to exercise his veto power against anything which Congress might dj 
toward the abolition of slavery for the next lour years, without even pretending that it was be- 
yond the constitutional competency of that body to act on the subjjct. This threatened use 
of the veto, by a man standing on the very threshold of the executive office, is tlie most inde- 
cent abuse orpower, of which any American President was ever guilty." 

" For Mr. van Buren, standing on the threshold of his administration to announce to the 
world that he will veto any bill which Congress may pass upon a particular subject, is as groes 
a breach of public decorum, and as violent a stretch of his proper duties, as it would be for the 
Supreme Court to pass a solemn resolution, declaring that if Congress enacted such and snch 
a law, they would pronounce it imconstitutional, and set it aside the moment it should come be- 
fore them for adjudication." 

" Virginia and Maryland may, in the meanwhile, [i.e. during V. B.'s 4 years,] abolish slavery, 
leaving the District of Columbia, like a plague spot, in their midst; but this will not release 
Mr. Van Buren frota his pledge. He can never con.'-ent to strike off the fetters of the slave in 
the ten miles square, placed by the Constitution under the exclusive control of the federal gov- 
ernment, until every state where slavery exists has accorded its approbation of the measure." 
"Mr. Van Buren's indecent haste to avow his predeterminations on the subject of slavery, 
(continues Leggett,) has not even the merit of boldness. It is made in a cringing spirit oi 
propitiation to the south." Again, page 291, Vol. I of Plaindealer: "We wish we could be 
convinced that it [the inaugural address] is not a cautious, timid, time-serving document, 
composed at the mstance of a cringing spirit, willing to propitiate the slaveholders at the 
expense of jastice and humanity." 

The recent disgraceful riots in Lexington, Kentucky, the object of which was to put down 
freedom of discussion, and prevent the white population from knowing what could be said 
against slavery, had very nearly ended in the murder of Cassios M. Clay, a relative of Henry 
Clay, who had established the " True American" there. I was threatened, but not to the lite 
extent, when I exposed Van Buren's confederates in the Butler pamphlet. One of Morris's 
post-office letter carriers went round vowing vengeance, and other officials talked foolishly. 
When the pamphlet reached Charleston, the bookseller to whom it was sent feared to offer it 
for sale, for |:j='there was a foot note somewhere in it against slavery. But the American peo- 
ple love order: they showed that in the case of Morgan, and unless where instigated by such 
false guides as Van Buren, all classes glory in sustaining the laws of their cour.try. 

Washington and Jefferson have sincere disciples yet. Some of these, in 1836 and 1837, 
lectured on behalf of the poor negroes, others published newspapers to instruct the millions 
about slavery. One editor was shot aead — several presses were trampled to the ground, and 
burnings and violent riots had intimidated some very sincere friends of equal rights. To the 
astonishment of Leggett, Van Buren, in his inaugural, defended the guilty as a hired parti- an 
•would have done. In the Plaindealer of 1837, pages 226 to 290, Leggett thus reproves him. 

" * I do «oleranly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the United 
States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the constitution of the 
United States.* This was the momentous obligation Mr. Van Buren had taken upon him- 
self, when we find him almost in the same breath, uttering words of semi-approval of the 
most audacious and brutal conduct, having for its avowed object, to destroy tne freedom of 
the press, and silence free discussion. . . . The violent outrages of ferocious ruffiuns he chose 
to designate as mere ombreaks of * popular indignation,' a phrase which implies approval, 
since indignation conveys the sense of righteous anger. Not satisfied with describing the 
brutality and fierc; ness of the mobs by so conunendatory a terra, he alluded to the conduct of their 
victims in language calculated to convey the impression that they i^justly provoked, and fully 
deserved their fate, deserved all sorts of Indignities and injuries for exercising, temperstely and 
decorously, the commonest privilege of fi^edom, themere privilege of speech. . . .Alluding to the 
pro-slavery mobs and riots in various parts of the countrj*, he [Van Buren] sayp, * a reckless dis- 
regard of the consequences of their conduct has expo^©d individuals to popular indignation.' 
This is an admirable version of the matter. The issuing of a temperate and decorous news- 
paper, in which a question of great public moment was gravely discussed, showed beyond all 
Suestion, a most * reckless disregard for consequences,' deserving tne har.«hesl rebukes; and 
le conduct of the mob that broke up the press, demolished the houve which contained- it. nl 
mockingly maltreated the person of the editor, was mer<^ly f:^ a natural and juitiadhie 



978 OLINTON, KINO, HAROT, VAN BlfREK, JTAT AND IRVlNei IN 16S0. 

e3cpre88ia& of poptilar indignation.' " These are the opiniont of Lcggett, a true ^wxtaxavf 
democrat, on the conduct and langoace of Van Buren, a jHretended one. Joshua Leavitt of 
Boston took the same view. He said : 

** The new President has delivered his inaugural address, and taken on him the oath and 
responsibilities of office. In the face of heaven and earth, the President stands forth, avow- 
edly, the enemy of freedom, the opponent of equal rights, the defender of slavery, the slan- 
derer of freedom's friends, and the instigator and patron of niobs. About to assume the re- 
sponsibilities of the highest office in the gift of a professedly free people, he steps forth, and 
declares the effort to give freedom to the enslaved, "injurious to every mterest, that of human- 
ity included," 

Van Buren did not thus act from principle. It was his bargain with the t3rrants of the 
south. He was their delegate, their agent, their hired attorney— just as Fitmbbon (Clare), 
Scott fClonmell), Plunkett, and Toler (Norbury), were the creatures of bad English administra- 
tions tor the oppression of Ireland. In 1810, when he thought that the fiiencte of freedom would 
triumph, he was the deadly foe of slavery's extension. Why 1 It was popular to be so, and 
popularity was the stepping-stone to power. On the 20th of January, 1820, the Senate of 
this state unanimously agreed with the Assembly in a resolution declaring, that, " Whereas 
" the inhibiting the further extension of slavery in these United States^ is a subject of deep concern 
" to the people of this State; and whereas^ we consider slavery as an einl muck to be deplored^ and 
" that every constitational barrier shotUd be interposed to prevent its further extension ; and that 
** the Constitution of the United States clearly gives Congress the right to require from new states 
" not comprised within the origins boundaries of these United States the prohUntion of slavery, 
*^as a condition of their admission irUo the Union — Therefore, Resolved, That o%ur Senators be 
'' instructed^ and our Represeniatives in Confess be requested, to oppose the admission, as a state. 
^Hnio the Union, of any territory not comprised as aforesaid, without maJcing the prohiintion of 
" slavery therein an indispensable condition of admission," General Root was, in those days, 
an Ajax in freedom's army — De Witt Clinton was ultra in favor of spreading freedom and 
not tjrranny over America— and among the votes recorded for the above principles, and in 
opposition to slavery in Missouri, were those of Martin Van Buren, Samuel Young, C. E. 
Dudley, Walter Bowne, Roger Skinner, Livingston, Hammond, Hart, Barstow, Mallory, and 
Dayton. Not contented with voting, Marcy and Van Buren wrote a pamphlet, and traveUed 
through the state, canvassing for Rums King, as the anti-slavery candidate for the U. S. Sen- 
ate, to be sent there to oppose receiving Missouri as an extension of the area of the whip and 
the torture. Let the reader look into Ritchie's files of the Richmond Enquirer for the early 
part of 1^, and he will there see Polk's confederate menacing Rufus King for his northern 
ranaticism, and inveterate hostility to the ' peculiar institution.' On the 16th of November, 
1819, says the Evening Post, a general meeting of the citizens, at least 2000 being present, 
met in the City Hotel, New York, and "Resolved, that the existence of slavery in the 
United States, being, in the opinion of this meeting, a great political as well as moral evil, 
derogatory to the character or the nation, dangerous to the safety of its inhabitants, and op- 
posed to the benign spirit and principles of the Christian religion, they consider it the solemn 
duty of the national government, presiding over a people professing a high regard for free- 
dom and the just rights of men, to prevent, by all constitutional means, the further extension 
of such an evU in the United States ;" and that Jonathan Thompson, John T. Irving, Henry 
Rutgers, Walter Bowne, T. Addis Emmet, John Griscom, Abm. Bloodgood, Matthew Clark- 
son, Archibald Gracie, George Newbold, 6cc., be a committee to check the progress of slavery, 
&c. In their address, written by the brother of Washington Irving, speaking of Missouri, 
they say, "It is no less a question, than whether, in this enlightened ana philanthropic age, a 
migh^ empire of slaves snail be permitted to be formed on the soil and under the sanction of 
lepnblican America, and admitted into her Union ; or, whether that new empire is to be com- 
posed of men who shall have a constitutional, as well as national, right * to li^ liberty, and 
thepursnit of happiness ;' " and frilly maintained the humane doctrine, that Congress, afier 
1806, covdd have stopt at once the horrid barbarities, both of the African and domestic, or Vir- 
ginian slave trade, vian Buren and the Regency have since changed for the worse. 

William Jay shows, in his " View of the Action of the Federal Government," that the laws 
against the slave-trade, were in a great measure nullified, because the slave power appointed 
/the officials. And when Van Buren had been rejected in 1840, he conclude his message to 
*' Congress thus : " I submit to your judgments whether tliis government, having been the first 
" to prohibit, by adequate penalties, the slave-trade — the first to declare it piracy---«honld not be 
*' the first, also, to forbid to its citizens all trade with the slave factories on the coast of Africa; 
« giving an exaimile to all nations in this respect, which, if fairly followed, cannot fail to pro- 
"duce the moste£kctive results in breaking up those dens of iniquity." This contrasts queerly 
widi his inaugural, and the afiair of the Amistead ; and I would now ask Van Buren whether 
tiie slave-breeding factories in Virginia, and the slave coasters she employs in the Texan 
traffic in flesh and blood, are less " dens of iniquity" than those of Airica 1 " Is it more 
ivickad, more base, more cruel, to traffic in African savages [asks William Jay] than in 
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VATrrz-hon Americans— in white men, and women, and children— in the offspring ofonr 
own citizens, and not onfrequently, of very distinguished citizens 1 Yet it is this abomina- 
hle commerce that our government fosters and nrotects." '* The government of the U. S./' 
said Van Buren to the British minister, Feb. 25, 1832, " protects by reasonable laws, the 
rights of the owners of that species of property in the States where it exists, and permits its 
transfer coastwise (torn one of these States to another [Viiginia to Texas, for example], un- 
der suitable restrictions to prevent the fraudulent introduction of foreign slaves." That is, to 
secure to the home, or Viiginia breeder, a sure monopoly of the detestable traffic ! Texas 
bribed the southern slave-trader, by providing in her constitution to give the U. S. a mono- 
pc^ of the supply!!! 

There are manv persons who do not fully comprehend the reasons why Polk, Van Buren. 
and others who have grown rich by abandoning- the principles of seventy-six, went dead 
against Adams, when he proposed commissions to the Panama Congress, and now lustily 
advocate the opposite principle when they fear that their non-interference policy may affect 
Mexico. We will try to explain. In 1826, Mexico and Columbia meditated the invasion 
of Cuba, and intended to give tiie slaves there that freedom which they were confierring on 
their own. The slave-holding south was alarmed — the project was abandoned at the instance 
of this Union — but it might be renewed. Accordingly the Van Buren, who, in 1820, had 
instnicted Congress not to receive Missouri with slavery, addressed Cornelius P. Van Ness, 
the U. S. minister at the Spanish court, Oct. 22, 1829, bidding him urge on Spain to make 
peace with the Southern republics of America lest they should aid in freeing Cuba from 
slavery ! " Considerations (said Van Buren) connected with a certain class of our popula- 
tion, make it the interest of the southern section of the Union that no attempt should be made 
in that island [Cuba] to throw off the yoke of Spanish dependence : the nrst effect of which 
would be i3r the emancipation of a numerous slave population, which result could not but 
be very sensibly felt upon the adjacent shores of the United States." In the H. at' R. Mr. 
Floyd of Va. said, " I would rather take up arms to prevent than to accelerate such an occur- 
rence" as freedom to Cuba; and Van Buren, when writing to A. Butler, the U. S. agent in 
Mexico, cautioned him to oppose " the baneful spirit [of emancipation] designed to be intro- 
duced and propagated in the island of Cuba." 

Van Buren^s letter to Poinsett, Oct 16, 1829, freely admits that the people of Mexico were 
filled with prejudices of the most incurable character against that minister. He was accused 
^f " intermeddling in the domestic affairs of the republic," of setting up a political sort of free- 
masonry, of denouncing the established reli^on, and of being the enemy of the Mexican 
people. Was it friendly, was it wise in Van Buren and Jackson to recall thisman, when the 
sister republic would no longer endure his presence, and hastily promote him to the head of 
the department of war ? The state legislatures of Mexico had expressed an abhorrence of his 
conduct, and insisted on his removal. Jackson recalled him when he became intolerable to 
Mexico, to exhibit, as Van Buren's secretary, his scheme of a 200,000 standing army, which 
certainly was no help towards Van Buren's reelection in 1840. 

In Mr. Polk's message to Congress, Dec. 1845, he rebuked those European nations who 
wanted, as he said, to check the extension of the republic, thus : " The United States, sincerely 
desirous of preserving relations of good understanding with all nations, i:^-cann0t in silence, 
permit ant European interference on the North American Continent ; and should any such 
interi'erence be attempted, will bb ready to resist it at ant and all hazards.^2 C3r£z- 
isting rights of every European nation should be respected ; but it is due alike to our safety 
and our mterests, that the mcient protection of our laws should be extended over our whok 
territorial limits, and that it should oe distinctly announced to the world as our settled policy, 
that no future European colony or dominion sball, with our consent, be planted or ettabliihea 
on any part of the North American continent"^! 

Here, Messrs. Polk and Marcy have dared any European power to aid in placing a moo- 
srch in Mexico on a constimtional throne, and negotiatmg a trea^ with him, offensive and 
defensive, as this country did with France 68 years ago. How did they talk twenty ymn 
wince 1 As to Marcy, look into the Argus. 

In 1825, Messrs. Clay and Adams had proposed to send W. B. Rochester and others 
to represent the U. States in a Congress of American republics at Panama. To this, in the 
Senate, Van Buren led the opposition ; and the burden of his song, as usual, was, that it was 
nnconstitutional. " We are, (said Van Buren) at that Congress, to stipulate in some form, 
and I care not in what, that we will resist any attempt at colonization b}r the powers of Europe, 
in this hemisphere, or within our own borders, if you please ; and that, in the event of any in- 
twference on their part, in the struggle between Spain and the Spanish American States, we 
will make common cause with the latter in resisting it" Such a course be denounced [soe his 
Life by Holland], and laid it down as a principle (p. 264), that if we confederate to maintain 
governments like our own, by force of arms, we imitate the Holy Alliance of Europe ; and he 
was " against all alliances, against all armed confederacies, or confederacies of any sort." 

Thus much for Van Buren— now for Polk : 

]b the house of lUpneenMOiTeB, April, 1826, Louis McLane gave it aa his view U^ 
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tending our comnierclal relations with fo^ign nations, we ghould keep clear of entangling 
alliances, an 1 m)ved a resohnion,a8 the "opinion of this hou^e that the Govemmentot the Uni- 
ted States ougiit not to be represented at the Congress of Panama, except in a diplomatic ch». 
racter. mrouglu they to ibrm any alliance, offensive or defensive, or negotiate respecting such 
alliance with all or any Oitiie South Amarican r?pablics; nnr m^hl thgy to become parties wUh 
them, oreltler of them, to any joint declaration for the purpose of preventing the inteffirence ofanff 
of tie European powers with their iwlependence or form of government, or to any compact for the 
purpose of preventing colonization upon th£ continent cf America^ 

The democratic party all voted for McLane's resolution ; and among the most decided fViends 
to McLane's principle, not to oppose European colonization in America, were tbund James K. 
Polk, and his foreign secretary, James Buchanan. Their votes are on record. 

Mr. Polk's creed was democratic then, and it is democratic now, and it was then just tha 
opposite of what it is now— and that is true, pure, unadulterated Van Buren democracy, 
which like O'Gimlet's finger-post, or the city weathercock, may be turned any way you 
please, or say yes and no in the same breath. In 1826, Mr. Polk said, that by voting 
for M'Lana's resolve, we [the house] have declared, that our policy, now as ever, is 
neutrality; "that we will form no alliance with the South American republics;' nor shall 
we " become parties with them, or either of them, lo any joint declaration, for the pur- 
pose of preventing the interference of any of the European powers with their independ- 
ence or form of government,' or * to any compact for the purpose of preventing colonizar 
tion on the continent of America.' These are sentiments, said Mr. Polk, to which I most 
he.irtily subscribe." No doubt he did— but Cuba might become free, and it was not then 
fUlly resolved upon to have Cuba annexed, Texas annexed, California annexed, Mexico 
annexed, all to the south, and with slavery in each of them. Missouri had got through 
with difficulty, as a negro-importing state— and these American republics, for which Polk, 
Buchanan, M'Lane, and Van Buren would do nothing were all anti-slavery, heretical, 
not of the true church. Now, howsver, when the * peculiar institution' is to be strength- 
ened, O'Gimlet turns round, and Polk democracy, like Sir Francis Head to the Yankees^ 
some nine years since, cries aloud, "Come if ye dare !" 

Last January, Senator Allen of Ohio, who, like Cass, understands electioneering in the 
west, moved a strong resolve, in favor of the Polk Van Buren democracy, and warning 
the folks in Europe to look out for breakers, if they approached this coast with any more 
of their colonies. Senator Cass supported Allen as a matter of course. If we go behind 
Polk and Van Buren's * colonize if you please' principle of 1826, we soon arrive at Mr. 
Monroe's views. In his message of 1823, he declared " that we should consider any attempt 
on their [the powers of Europe's] part, to extend their system [colonization or monarchy] to 
any portion of this hemisphere, as dangerous to our peace." Was not this in strict accord- 
ance with the views of Aoams and Clay in 1^6, and of Polk now, though he opi)06ed it 
then 1 The N. Y. Sun took Polk's latest view six monrtis in advance of his messas^e, and 
80 did its editor, Noah, in his other paper, the Messenger of June last. WTien Polk was 
proposed for President, Noah spoke of him with contempt, as a third rate sort of person ; bot 
Noah, Marcy, Webb and Polk go hand in hand now for " more slave territory. We cant 
have too much." 

Mr. Guizot, minister of France, by a late speech, and the French legislature by a vote, havB 
shown, that in case of war between England and this country, France would remain neutral, 
unless some convulsion were to change the essence of its government Mr. Guizot is a friend 
of education, science, the continuance of peace, and the mental and moral elevation of man. 
The correspondence of the National Intelligencer of Sept. 13, 1836, tells us, that " not a 
solitary step has been taken to meet the just expectations of the Mexican minister. Men 
are openly recruited, armed, and marched througn our coimtry, not (as in the ca.se of the Ens:- 
lish auxiliaries in Spain) to sustain the actualgovemment of Mexico, but to aid a few thoiiF 
sand American citizens and adventurers from Europe in making war against that govern* 
ment ! Professions, therefore, are a mockery of the common sense of mankind." We have 
seen that the Polk — Van Buren democracy had no sympathy with Mexico, Columbia, and the 
South American republics, which really sought freedom — we have seen Jackson and Van 
Buren intriguing in Spain to keep the yoke around the necks of the immense black population of 
Cuba. So too in Canada, secret encouragement was given at first, and fi*om Nov. 6, when 
the revolt broke out in and near Montreal, to January, when the Caroline had been sent over 
the Niagara Falls, Van Buren did nothing ; but no sooner was it made apparent that tba 
struggle might be a protracted one, or a failure, Uian Van Buren and Marcy were fimnd 
among the persecutors of the poor exiles. On Nov. 21, 1838, Van Buren issued a prodamaF- 
tion against the second Canada revolt, with a 

"Whereas disturbances have actually broken out anew in different parts of the two 
Canadas : And whereas, a hostile invasion has been made by citizens of the United State^ 
in conjunction with Caiuidians, and others, who, after forcibly seizing upon the property oi 
their peacefiil neighbor, for the purpowof eflfoctin? their unlawAil designs, are now m arms 
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against the authorities of Canada, in perfect disregard of their own obligations as American 
citizens, and ot'xhp oblig. tions of the Govemmeni of the country to foreign njitions: Now, 
therefore, i have thought it necesbary and proper to issue this proclamation, calling upoii «. 
every citizen of the United States neither to give countenance nor encouragement of any kind 
to those who have thus forfeited their claim to the protection of their countn- ; upon those mi«- 
gttided or deluded persons who are engaged in them to Lbandon projects dungerons to their 
own country, fatal to those whom they profess a desire to relieve, impruCticable of execution 

without foreijrn aid, which they cannot rationally expect to obtain, &c And 1 

hereby warn ail those who have engaged in these criminal enterprises, if persisted in, ih«.t, 
whatever may be the condition to which they may be reduced, they must not expv;ct the in- 
terference of this government, in any form, on their behalf; but will be lell reproached by 
every virtuous fellow-citizen, to be dealt with according to the policy and justice of thtt Qov- 
emment whose dominions they have, in defi mce of the known wishes andeflortsof their own 
Government, and without the shadow of justification or excuse, nefariously invaded," 

Compare this proclamation against the comrades of Von Shoultze, Woodruffe, Abbey, 
George, Lount, M-.tthews, Cardinal, Buckley, Chevalier, Daunais, Doane, Duqueiic, Honsb- 
man, Moreau, Leach, Lynde, Peeler, Perley, Phelps, the Sanguinettes, and Swete, all of 
whom were cruelly put to death in cold blood, with Jtckson and Van Buren's Mexican and 
Texan policy, where the object was to cover by a pretended revolt the robbery of 400,000 
square miles of God's heritage, that it might yield gain to idle, covetous, heartless slave deal- 
ers, and, worse still, enable them to control the government of this glorious republic for the 
purpose of perpetuating the most cruel scourge that can desolate ihe family of man. This 
proclamation encouraged the convict-driver of Van Dieman's land to redouble his cruelties — it 
showed no generous feeling for the injured. How could it 1 There is not on earth a more 
heartless, cold, calculating enemy of free institutions than M. V. Buren— there perhaps 
never will be. 

Some years ago, Mr. Calhoun offered a report on the IT. S. mail, in which an effort is made 
to show that northern laborers are but liule better off than negro slaves. In reply. Dr. Chan- 
ning writes to Mr. Clay, thus : " Is it possible that such reasonings escaped from a man who 
has trod the soil of New England, and was educated at one of her colleges 1 Whom did he 
meet at that college t The sons of her laborers, young men, whose hands had been hardened 
at the plough. Does he not know, that the families oi laborers have furnished every depart- 
ment in life among us with illustrious men, have furnished our heroes in war, our statesmen 
in council, our oratoi-s in the pulpit and at the bar, our merchants whose enterprises embriice 
the whole earth 1 What ! the laborer of the free state a slave, and to be ranked with the de- 
spised negro, whom the lash drives to toil, and whose nearest rights are at the mercy of irre- 
sponsible power ! If there be a firm independent spirit on e&rth, it is to be found in the man, 
who tills the field of the free states, and moistens them with the sweat of his brow." 

Although, in a report by Col. Young, in 1839, adverse to anti-slavery politics, and sustain- 
ing what is called the Atherton gag in Congress, he spoke strongly against what he called 
the boiling cauldron of abc^tionism, its misguided fury and ferocious spirit, inebriated abo- 
litionism, anti-masonic and abolition phrenzies, and the hopelessness of southern slave eman- 
cipation while northern agitation continues, yet it would seem that he is firmly opposed to 
Texan annexation, with slavery as her dower. In a discussion in the Senate of New York 
on the 2r7th of January last,. Col. Young said he ^as opposed to the admission of Texafi as a 
slave statCj and that Governor Wright had said he was opposed to it. Mr. Hard remarked, 
that believmg Col. Yoong to be against that wicked measure, he and his whig friends had 
been anxious for his return to the U. S. Senate (in place of Dix), as that would have prevented 
annexation. That had Governor Wright, and his pecidiar fncTuls, been honest and sincere in 
their professions of hostility to it. Young might have been returned — that they could have 
secured that result— but that Wright had so managed that the hunkers got both senators (that 
Polk might cany annexation), and Benton {hurUcer) had been put in Young's office. That 
both sections of the democracy had supported Wright, who had had it in his power to have 
prevented the spread of slavery by securing the election of Young, but that, had ne acted up to 
nis professions, it might have stood in his way to the presidency, in the minds of the slave- 
holders, and that he had interfered to the contrary, and sent a message to his firiends to prevent 
a caucus which would have carried it into effect. Mr. Beers said, that it was considered (by 

Texas measure. No 

opposed to it. Read 

spirits aetermined to sustain 



rebels cLsh for Texas. Again, on 3d of Sept. lest, we find him addressing J. D. Kellogg, ior 
the public eye, Irom LindenwLld, and a«s«rir.g him that he corundirs everv obstacle th i may 
be («ered to the completion of the Texas spoliation ** unwise and highly inexpedient," ^d that 
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if ^ese states should be involved in war with Mexico in conseqnence (^'annezatioii, he (Vtn 
Bnren) cannot doubt but that Polk would be supported *' by the hearts and hands of the whdle 
people." AU this might have been looked for irom the man, who, in the teeth of the constitu- 
tkinal provision, that Congress may make all needful laws for the territory of the Union, 
aisurea North Carolina, when seeking a re-election, that Gkivemor Dodge's slaveholding in 
Wisconsin, and Judge Doty's in Iowa, was legal, and could not be interfered with ! Intoccat- 
iii^ liquors, slavery, covetousness of other men's lands, what curses they are ! Florida was 
bought for six millions to please slaveholders, and is now a slave state. We had an Indian 
"war there, to protect slavery — " a war [says Horace Greeley] provoked and commenced brour 
veq»le, originating in land-stealing, abominable frauds and slavery, and which we steadily re- 
naed to terminate on any terms which did not require the utter expulsion of the Seminoles 
ficm tite territory. The reason for this was the proved impossibility of cherishing Slavery in 
the neighborhood of Indians, as the negroes ran away to the Indians and were harbored, by 
them. So we drove the savages to desperation, pursued them through the swamps and ever- 
|dades, shot some of their women and children, and starved many more, until we compelkd 
ne remnant to submit to exile. The cost of these various wars and purchases to the people of 
the United States haa not been one farthing short of fifty milliona of dollars over and aboVe all 
tiiey have received for Flof Ida lands, to say nothing of v«ry many valuable lives.'* 
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7%e Citnadian Insurrection in 1837 a/nd 183S,-^tt injv/red Van Ihiren dnd Us tMsnds, — Brink' 
erhoff^ John Adams^ FramkUny Bleecker^ Remddiph^ Pitkin^ FeUx Chnmdy^ President' Moi^oe, 
CaUunun, HuU^ Smyth, Souihwick, Macon, Widgery, WeUs, Clay, Ritchie, and the North 
America/n Review, on Canadian ATmexaHon, — Parnell on Canadia/n Independenxe^-^Eustis, 
Desha, Swartwout, and Wheaton, on taking Canada,^- Were the Canadians justified in resist- 
ing in 1837 and 1838 7 — A brief reply. -^Lord Durham*s Report on that question. — Bis affiict- 
ing details of Colonial Oppression. — Lord Ooderich^s reply to my threat of RevoU.^^Sir F, B. 
Head. — Durham harshJni treated for telling vmpteasamt tru^.'^Would the Conquest of Canada 
he an easy task, and ought it to be attempted l-^Error of the Men of 1831. -^Letter, Col. W. E. 
Moore.^Letier, General G. M. Keim.^Letter, Geo. Dawson.-^Letter, Col. R. M. Johnson. 

Thb insurrections, in the Canadas, in 1837 and 1838, and the movement in Maine, in 1839, 
affected very unfavorably the foundations of Van Buren's power ; and, if it were essentially 
necessary, i think I might produce conclusive proof, that, by exciting iht su^cion of the 
.alaveholding south, and the indignation of vast multitudes in the ft^e north, east, and west, 
his management of public affairs, connected with or arising out of these insurrections and 
frontier movements, were, independent of the question of the currency, most enUiarrassing to 
his administration, and, in 1840, the cause of his political failure. 

There must have been powerful causes at work, to turn a majority of 96,000 Iot Van Buren, 
In 1836, into a minority of 146,000 in 1840, to induce New York to set aside a president bom 
on the banks of the Hudson, in 1840, by a majority of 13,000, in order to place in his 
stead a native Virginian, after having given her sufirage for the former, in IR36, by a 
majority exceeding 28,000, to induce every northern frontier county, without a single excep- 
tion, to cry out, in Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, Vermont, 
New Hampshire and Maine, in 1840, " Away, away, with Van Buren 1" while G^rgia, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Mississippi, in the south, betrayed by their 
votes eoual impatience. Endorsed by Andrew Jackson, endowed by nature with great 
ability for intrigue, ever ready to contract with the leaders for the subservience of their 
Mowers, an experienced, ambitious and unprincipled politician, possessed of powvr for 
twelve long years, with presses and profligates at command, the national revenues in 
tfaa handa ofhis chosen paitizans, ana 60,000 ofiicas, besides vast oontticta at his controL 
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ThiB was hia pofttion when he was defisated by General Hanriaon, who had no official 
patronage at all in his giit, and no other office in his possession bat that of clerk of a 
law court in HamiUon county, Ohio. Harrison's civil and military qualitiea and charac- 
ter were as well Imown, ana remembered, in 1836, when he received out 73 electoral vdes 
oat of 294, as in 1840, when he obtained 174, but Van Burcn's reputation had deluded mal- 
tStndes in 1836, who, in 1840, knew him by his works. Even in 1840, silter having con- 
deomed him in many things, t, being ignorant of nine-tenths of his early history, believed 
that much that appeared inexplicable would at length be cleared up, and those who bad in- 
finitely better means of knowing, assured me that such would be the case. Colonel Johnson, 
whose generous heart prompts him to favor freedom, endorsed Van Buren in the most 
enqphatic terms. Disliking van Buren personally, owing him no favor, a suilerer by his 
partialis and injustice, poor but at bean mdependent, I supported him in 1840, while I de- 
nounoed, through the press, that extension of slavery's horrors, of which it is now evident to 
all that he was the willing instrument of the south, to carry it into effect Calhoun did in- 
deed loll him with kindness. Virginia voted for the New Yorker, and New York for the Vir- 
ginian ; and besides Virginia, Van Buren got 25 votes from the slave states, including eleven 
from Calhoun and M'Duffie for S. Carolina, and from the free states just twelve, in the 
idace of 140 only four years before! His Mexican and Canadian policy, the profligacy of 
ois expenditures, the widenspread distress and ruin caused by the blow up of his banking and 
financial schemes, his cringing course toward the slave power, the corrupt and dishonest 
agents he empfoyed, his ddiible^aced game with the tariff, tnrough Hoyt, Butler and others, 
and the want of sympathy and respect which he and bis fhends manifested for real demo- 
cracy and finee institutions ; these, added to his militia law scheme, and the bad reputation ho 
had with those who had known him long and well, crushed him to the ground, u he has the 
materials to show to the world, that one solitary aspiration for the welfare of the millions, who 
had raised him to high honor among men, ever came from his selfish and sordid soul, it is 
time that he took a thousand piastres from his hoarded stores, and employed some other than 
Benjamin Franklin Butler to revise Holland's romance for a moi'e authentic record of his 
doings. I thought well of him and his while I dared to do so ; and if here 1 have said any- 
thing in error to his prejudice would, for the honor of human nature, and of the institutions of 
a people placed as the vanguard of rational freedom, most gladly admit it. 

During the discussion, in Congress, of the resolve to notify £ngland that the joint occu- 
pancy of Oregon must soon cease, Mr. Brinkerhoff remarked., that it had been said, and he 
believed it, that the battle for Oregon, if it came at all, must be fought in Canada, and " he 
was glad that Britain bad an assailable point here, where we would reach her with effect. 
Take Canada, and Oregon would fall into our hands as a matter of course." There is much 
of this sort di language afloat now, but very few remember how much more of it there was In 
181 1 to 1815. Washington wanted Canada. John Adams desired Laurens to make an effort 
to get it in 1782. Franklin's writings show that he was most anxious to attach it to the Union. 
A» &r back as 1759, and 1760, we bnd him urging England to get and keep it in the same 
interest as the other colonies. Congress took the same view, as witness the Canadian clause in 
the constitution of 1778. The Washington National Intelligencer, then the organ of Madison's 
administration, said, November, 1813, " We may not obtain possession of these territories 
[the northern colonies] next summer, but eventually they must be ours." The editors go on 
to state, that the Canadas embrace and command the outlet and entrance, and share the whole 
extent of the mighty St. Lawrence, one of the two great waters of N. America, and the natu- 
ral chann.l of import and export of many millions of men— that the conquest of Canada 
" was in vain attempted by the heroes of the revolution " — but that once gained they could bid 
defiance to England— that Gtuebec guards the St. Lawrence more effectually than any other 
fortress in a like position in the world— that the transportation of the means of offensive war 
to the frontiers would not be difficult— that 100,000 troops might soon be collected on the St. 
Lawrence — and that " on our own exertions and united efforts alone depends the time when it 
(Canada] shall be ours." Not many months after, the same paper said, " when we entered 
into the war, the people, and we amongst them, and perhaps the government too, made too 
light of the conquest of the adjoining provinces of the enemy." 

Among the opponents of the war were Harmanus Bleecker, Geo. Tebbetts, Garret Wen- 
dell, W. A. Duer. James Emott, Jesse Oakley, and Elisha Williams. In April, 1815, they 
addressed the public in these words : *' Another object of the war was the conquest of Canada, 
and its cession was more than once intimated to be an indispensable condition of peace." In 
the H. of R^^ec. 10, 1811, John Randolph of Va., opposed the notion of conquering Cana- 
da, thus : " What a horrible retort might not be made on the Southern and Western slaveholding 
states ! How was the Chesapeake to be protected 1 He wished the house to consider the 
.chances of failure and count the cost, to think of the blood that would be spilt, and the empty 
coffers from which the cost is proposed to be defrayed." Mr. Pitkin, H. or R., " had no wish 
to see the heterogeneous mass of Uanadian population represented on this fldor, nor to add Can- 
. ada and Nova Scotia to the republic." That was honest. 1 like it To say, We dont want 
any connection with you, is much better than to invite by kws, and then insult the stranger 
tfuis asked to come, by Philadelphia riots, and New Yorlc native corporations. 
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On the 9th of D3C. 1811, Frlix Qritndy, a member of Congress for Tennessee, and on Ae 
CO a Jiittee of foreign relations, ddclarsd, in his r^ply to Jjhn Randolph, on the question o. 
aogoionting the forces f;^ " that he would drive the British from North America, and de- 
Or prive them of the Canadas ; and would rcciive the French retugees as adoptal brothers, 
f^ Although a southern man, be was willing and desirous to have the Canadas. They were 
ITr necessary to bdiance ihe increasing weight of the southern and western states, by the 
Or accession of Louisiana. If this weight is not balanced in this way, there is reason to fear 
S3p oppression by the govornment." Another version of his remarlcs, in the N. Y. Ev. Poet, 
nsads tnus: " I am waiting to receive the Canadians as adopted brethren ; it will have baae- 
ficial political effects ; it will preserve the equilibrium of tlie government. When Loaisiaaa 
ahail be folly people i, the northern stat3s wid lose their power ; they will be at the discretion 
of others; they can bo depressed at pleasure, and this nation may ba endangered^I therefore 
ftd anxious not only to add the Fioridas to the south, but the Canadas to the north of this 
empire." Mr. Grundy was Van Buren's attorney-general, and perhaps one of the bc^ men of 
lus party. President Polk was his law student. Grundy was the son of an English emi- 
grant. In Oct. 1814, Colonel Monrob, afterwards president, said, *' we mo^ not be content 
^ with defending ourselves —different fealings must be touched, and apprehensions excited in 
"the British government. By pushing the war into Canada we secure the command of the 
" Indian trib^, and command their services." In the session of 1812, before the war, Josn 
C. Calho(jn said in Congress, that " So far from being unprepared [for war], he believed that 
|3r in four weeks from the time that a declaration of war would be heard on our frontier, the 
rjr whole of Upper and a part of Lower Canada would be in our possession." Gbnbral 
Hull said to the Canadians, July 12, 1812, " I come prepared for every contingency— >I have 
a force which will look down all opposition." Four months afier Greneral Smyth said, " In a 
few days the troops under my co.nmand will plant the American standard in Canada." Gen- 
erals M'Clure and Wilkinson spoke with equal confidence; but in the fall of 1813, the latter 
oflScially reported to the secretary at war, that " The whole male population of Canada are 
iJ» universally dnd actively hostile to our designs of conquest upon that country." Solomon 
South wick, in the Albany Register, then the official journal of this state, Nov. SO, 1813, asks 
the cabinet, " Are you afraid to take Canada lest it might create a preponderating influence 
against the Virginia dynasty 1 Is there a secret understanding on the subject V* At all times, 
to the hour of his death. South wick continued to assert that the indisposition of pretended pa- 
triots in the slave states was the true cause of the failures in Canada ; and considering the 
superannuated, eccentric, and feeble old men often placed in command, and the sentence of 
death against IIull, which was a mere waste of time and money, as far as punihhment went, 
he had some cause so to speak. New York was opposed to the war. She voted against it in 
Congress, and the Assembly at Albany was against ic. The East, with an unprotected com- 
merce afloat, was against it ; and a powerful southern minority steadily opposed it. Nathan- 
iel Macon voted for the war, but he did not like it. In Jan. 18I0, he saicl in Congress, that 
" setting aside the affair of the Chesapeake, France and Britain were equal aggressors. Ought 
we to sacrifice our property which floats on the ocean for two such countries as Canada 1" 
Massachusetts voted in Congress against war, 8 to 6 — New York, 11 to 3 — Connecticut, 7 to 
none — Rhode Island, 2 to none — ^New Jersey, 4 to 2. Mr. Horsey of Del. said that " if all 
the states which had voted for war had shown themselves as hearty as Kentucky, we would 
have long since overwhelmed Canada, where the people were united in resisting us." Daniel 
Webster, then from N. H. said, Jan. 3, 1814, *' that if the cause had been one which the people 
had espoused with ardor, and been united upon, Canada, to the walls of Gtuebec, would have 
been ours in thirty days." 

Dr. Eustis, War Secretary, said, in 1812, " We can take the Canadas without soldiers; wc 
have only to send officers into the province, and the people, disaffected to their own govern- 
ment, will rally round our standard." In the fall of 1813, the National Intelligencer said, 
" Since then our enemy force J us to war, and compelled us to territorial reprisals, for her 
oceanic outrages, and still persists in refusing a recognition of our violated rights, we trust our 
pejtdei-s will gjnarally agree with us, that the IJanadas once ours, they shall be, as these 
states have been, forever divorced from British sovereignty." The present American Envoy 
at Berlin, Henry Wheaton, who has been recalled, doubtless to occupy an important trust here, in 
case of war, was editor of the National Advocate in 1813, and no paper in the Union was more 
decided in its tone, in favor of taking and keeping Canada for ever. At Tammany HalL on 
the 25ih of Nov. anniversary. General Dearborn being present, Collector Swartwours brotner, 
John, gave as a toast, " War, stem, unrelenting war, till the haughty foe acknowledge our 
rights to the waters of the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi." On the same day. the Inde- 
pendent, Veteran Corps of Artillery of the city of New York, drank, as their lOth regnlar 
toast, " Florida and the Canadas — necessarily ours by conquest or purchase," as their 1 1th, 
•* Cuba, Texas and Mexico; voluntarily ours as free states of the Union" — and as their 1st, 
** The destiny of our country, brilliant and co-extensive with our national boundaries, the 
jUUuuic, Pacific, and Polar Star." And in the Nat. Intell. of Oct 17, 1812, it is noted that 
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SIOO,000 were voted to the President, ** fbr the parpOBe of taking the Floridat." Joseph Desha, 
of iientucky, in Congress, Jan. S3, 1810, said, ** We ought to tbke Canada and Nova bctti% 
and expel the English from N. A.*-Uie militia will do it. Inueed ^e have but to hoki cxt t» 
th"*. colonists that wc msan to release them trom their chains, and they will almoc^ take it 
themselves." Colonel R. M. Johnson was ahio for war and the conquest oi the nortLem oolo- 
ni36. At a pubhc dinner in Buffalo, Oct. 35ib, 1613, at which Henry Clay's relative, General 
Peter B. Portv r, presided, and at which General Harrison and Commodore Perry were 8:aeitiy 
the 12th regular toast w<.s, " A free navigation from Uuebec to New Orleans by the laleb^*^ 
the i7th, was '* The inhabitantsof Canada— -we fight not to conquer them, but the policy which 
made them our enemies. Mav they soon be united to the American Republic." On the Slit 
of Djc. 1811, Mr. Widgery told Congress to *^ give New England authority, and she'll take 
Canada without putting you to any trouble.'' On the Land Bounty Bill, in the U. S. Senate, 
Feb. 1814, Mr. W. Wells of Delaware said, that although disaster had attended its progreta, 
'* Canada is still the fond object ol* our wishes," but that there would be great difiieulty m get- 
ting and M.i ^^re&ter iu keeping it. Mr. Grosvenor of Columbia Co. N. Y., in Congress, Dec 
1814, quotadlrom Mr. Clay's speech in Congress, on the eve of the war, as folky^s: "1 jon 
" not, sir, in favor of cherishing the passion of conquest, but 1 may be permitted to conclude 
" by declaring my hope to see, ere long, the New United States, if you will allow me the ex- 
'* pr«^lon, embracing not only the old thirteen states, but the entire country east of the Mis- 
" sissippi, including East Florida, and f:^ some of the territories to the north of us also." 
Grosvenor's language was eloquent and impassioned against any other than a war for de- 
fence. He condemned annexation on the north, and said that the conquest of Canada had 
been '' avowed in all the gazettes of the government, in the speeches ot those members who 
declared the war, and in the proclauiations of the generals who had conducted it, nor had it 
been disavowed by the executive." The Richmmui Enquirer^ then edited, as now, by T. Rit- 
chie and those he trusted, and speaking, no doubt, the language of Jefiisrson, declared in Feb. 
1814, that " Whenever Canada nods to her fall. Great Britain wiU be just, and not till then 
" shall we obtain any security for the rights and prosperity of our countiymen, the honor and 
" independence of the country." Some filleen years later, the North American Review said, 
** Most ardently it is to be wished, that the happy example which has so prosperously attached 
"to our Union, on the south, the French colony of Louisiana, would effectually point (he 

** way to an equally auspicious junction of the French colonies of the north What 

" a noble accession would it constitute to our republic." Again, in lt^2. Sir Henry Pamell, 
a member of the Whig government, in his work on Financial Reform, took ground in liavor 
of cutting the connection. He said that " With respect to Canada, including our other pos- 
sessions on the continent of North America, no case can be made out to show that we should 
not have every commercial advantage w^e are supposed now to have, il' it were made an inde- 
pendent state. Neither our manufactures, foreign commerce, nor shipping, would be injured 
by such a measure." Many persons would be inclined to differ with the baronet on this 
question. Though an Irishman, he represented in parliament my native city, and in argu- 
ment, in private, I have seen him go still farther in favor of independence to the north. If 
thrown Off by England, which is a very unlikely event just now, the colonies could not, I 
fear, sustain an independent character ; and I trust they will take warning by the signs ot the 
times here, when applause and high station is reserved for our Van Burens, Butlers, Walk- 
ers, Barkers, Lawrences, Marcys, Morrises, Wetmores, Polks, Cave Johnsons, Houstons, 
Wrights, Casses, and Woodburys, and seek no change but that which education and gradual 
improvements can secure to them. Railroads, canals, revenue laws rightly framed, high- 
ways, and the Primer, property taught, are patent and powerful auxiliaries to annexation, and 
witnal cheap, and useful to ourselves. 

Whv did Canadians revolt in 1837 ? — I have read the Declaration of Independence, of 1776, 
carefully, and there is no one cause of revolt stated in it, but what was applicable to the condi- 
tion of Canada, in 1837. The British Parliament, by a solemn act, appointed the Earl of 
Durham, one of England's most eminent nobles, and the son-in-law oi the prime minister, 
Earl Grey, to go to Canada as its supreme governor, and inquire whether any real grievances 
that would waJTant revolt had existed. His report is on record ; and so dark are the recitals, 
that, had it been possible, its worst features would never have seen the light. His oppoitune 
sinceritv embittered those whom his statements condemned. Premeditated insult met aim on 
his landing in Britain. The presses of the offended party ceaselessly calumniated him. Ihe 
royal court is said to have slighted him. His ieelings were womided. His health grudnvl.y 
declined, and but a few short months elapsed, ere John Gteorge Lambton, the 16th in imeal de- 
scent from Robert de Lambton, a proud baron of 1513, though surrounded by all the comforts 
which 500,000 dollars of a yearly income can produce or bcjsiow, had gone to his last rest. I 
was nut DTsonally acquainted with him, and only saw him once in my liie, at the house of his 
relative Mr. EUice ; but I remember t-hat he was fur many years a co-woiker with the inde- 
fatigable Hume and Lord Althorp in the House of Commi^ns, in denouncing and expos.i.g 
oppression and wasteAil extravagance; that he opposed the lettering ot the press, and the de^ 
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tested com law of 1816, and eameskhr urged a for more thorough reform than was obtained 
m the popular representation in 1832. Perhaps Van Bnren has been guilty of more heinous 
aflfences than his celebrated invitation to the autocrat of Canada, erewhile the envoy of Eng- 
land's queen at the court of the autocrat of Siberia. 

Lora Durham officially stated to the Glueen's ministers, that it would almost seem as if the 
object of those who framed the Canadian system of government " had been the combining of 
|:;i^pparently popular institutions with an utter absence of all efficient control of the people 

■overoieir ruiers/'^thatth " ' '*"' '* *' *' ^ — ' ' 

shrouded 



men, retain 

if not one of this combined faction, is " less an alien in a foreign country*' than in Canada; 
that every seventh farm in Upper Canada had been bestowed to uphold one small denomina- 
tion of christians-^at the Insn Catholics, though very numerous, had been excluded from a 
share in the govemment^that settlers from the United States had been harassed, and the 
titles to their lands called in question-^at parliamentary elections of high officers of govern- 
ment had been carried by outrageous violence — that the orange societies, oaths and proces- 
sions which caused so mnch ill blood in Ireland, had been greatlv encouraged in Canada hv 
the executive— that the administration of justice was impure, ana that a colonist feels that his 
Unk in the empire is ** one of remote dependence" — that bloNcks of the public lands had been 
granted to favorites who had, in many cases, never seen nor settled on them, and that tbev 
" place the actual settler in an almost hopeless condition" — that emigrants from Britain are iU 
treated by the Toronto authorities, and retire to the U. S. in disgust— that many parts are 
without roads, mills, posiroffices, and churches, the people getting poor, education neglected, 
and the valuable lands set apart for schools by orders of the Duke of Portland 40 years ajgo, 
ever since withheld from that useful purpose — that the U. S. frontier is a picture of prosperity, 
while tbat of Canada is the reverse — that unless the system of government is chang^ the 
people would not long support British rule — that Governor Head had procured the return of a 
House of Assembly, the members of which were elected under such circumstances " as to ren- 
der them peculiarly objects of suspicion and reproach to a large number of their country- 
men" — that " in a number of instances, too, the ekctions were carried by the unscrupulous 
exercise of the influence of the government, and by a display of violence on the part of the 
tories, who were emboldened by the countenance affi)rded to them by the government; that 
such facts and such impressions produced in the country an exasperation and a despair of 
good government, whicn extended far beyond those who had actually been defeated at the 
polls" — that the legislature thus corruptly elected for one year, had prolonged its existence 
other three, "in defiance of all constitutional right," and "Such are the lamentable results 
of the political and social evils which have so long harassed the Canadas; and at this moment 
we are obliged to adopt immediate measures against dangers so alarming as are rebellion, 
foreign invasion, and depopulation in consequence of the desertion en masse of a people re- * 
duced to despair." 

England's queen and parliament constituted Lord Durham an umpire between revolted 
subjects and the authorities. This was his report. Yet was my valuable property scattered 
to the four winds of heaven — mjrself declared an outlaw — and at the end or nine years, I do 
not find enough of nobleness of soul in the great country, or its rulers who caused the wrong, to 
reverse that outlawry, because I do not choose humbl7 to beseech a minister, whose predeces- 
sor better deserved impeachment than some whom England's annals mention as havmg been 
80 treated. I am, I believe, the only political outlaw of 1837, belonging to Upper Canada. 

In a secret despatch, Lord Durham to Lord Glenelg, dated Gtuebec, Aug. 9, 1838, says: 
"My sole purpose is to impress upon }our Lordship mvown conviction, which has been 
formed by personal experience, that even the best ifllormed persons in England can hardly 
conceive the disorder or disorganization which, to a careful inquirer on the spot, is manifeBt 
in all things pertaining to government in these colonies. Such words scarcely express the 
whole truth ; not government merely, but society itself seems to be dissolved ; the vessel of the 
state is not in great danger only, but looks like a complete wreck." And a^ain, Sept. 24th, 
Lord Durham writes: — "Nor shall I regret that I have wielded these despotic powers in a 
manner which, as an Englishman, I am anxious to declare utterly inconsistent with the Bri- 
tish constitution, until I learn what are the constitutionad principles that remain in force when 
a whole constitution is suspended ; what principles of a British constitution hold good in a 
country where the people's money is taken without the people's consent, where representative 
government is annihilated, where martial law has been the law of the land, and where the 
trial by jury exists only to defeat the ends of justice, and to provoke the righteous scorn and 
indignaticm of the community. I should indeed regret the want of applicability in my own 
principles of government, or my own incapacity for applying them, nad the precise course 
which 1 should think it imperative on me to pursue in a land of freedom and of law, proved 
to be the only one that I could adopt in a country which long misgovemment and sad dissen- 
tixm. have brought to a condition that may fairly be described as one of constimted anarchy." 
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With lecords like thess on the journals oi filament, is it noble, is it just, is it aocadiBg 
to the English notion ut fair deding, to proscribe a man from visiting the place of his birth, 
and the graves of his children^to hold up that proscription for nine long years— to requiie 
concession ftom the injured? Did I not (or many a long 3rear, in the legidature of Cana- 
da, oppose all wasteful extravagance, lend an active help to forward the public businesiL to 
ex]X)se dishonesty, to shame partial judges, to remove real grievances 1 Did I not, through a 
Ibarless press, amid endless jHrosecutions, with the plaudits of community, stand up for constito* 
lional nght, and to the last declare we would ask no more 1 Did I not carry to Eojg^and the 
petitions of a majority of all the male population of Upper Canada ; and while others, with 
not a tithe of the popular influence I possessed, were courting power for place, which I never 
stooped to do, did I not warn Lord Gcderich, now Earl of Ripcm, Ave years before the outbreak, 
what it would end in, if justice was denied and the coianists scorned 1 In that nobleman's 
rtpiy to my statement, a document of great length, and possessing much sound reascming, and 
which, had not its promises been disregarded by his successors, there would have bm no 
insurrection in 1837, he says, " Mr. Mackenzie has concluded this paper by predictions of 
*' blooded and dvil war, and a dissolution of the connection with this kingdom. He may 
" well suppose that such a prospect woukl be reearded by his majesty's govemmem with a 
** degree or concern and anxiety to whidi it would be difficult to give any adequate emessiona. 
■* But against gloomy pro^ieciesof this nature, every man conversant with public business must 
" learn to fortify bis mincL They have ever been the resource of those who endeavor to extort 
'*from the foars (rf* government concessions, in favor of which noadeouate reasons can be 
"given." Does X^ Durham's Report contain no adeouate reasons 1* Did my rtmoii« 
strances, yet on file in the colonial office, contain none 1 Did the continued prools of public con- 
fidence which I obtained while in England, and on my return to Canada, contain none 1 Mad 
1 0een desirous of exciting a wanton insurrection vsovld I have gone to London tlTus to wan the 
colonial office to prepare for it 1 Would I have remained there 18 months, earnestly and ansB- 
iously uigins these improvements in the commercial code — in the postage system-^-in the 
communications between Halifax and Britain — and in the municipal concerns of the Cana- 
das, which were so much required by all parties 1 So far was I from being ultra in my 
views, that I frankly told Lord Howick and Mr. Stephen, that if they would give us a man oi 
business habits as governor, in exchange for the old military hero who nad so long been oob- 
trolled by " the family compact," so justly condemned by Lord Durham, we would try to get on 
without that full measure of self-control which our memorials required, so far as it was op- 
posed to the colonial system. On my return to Canada, a committee ckT a new legislature, on 
which I served as chairman, went fully into an examination of the condition of the colony. 
The result of our labors was an octavo of some 500 pages ; and, armed with that volume and 
the baron of Glenelg's instructions in reply, Sir Francis Head dropped down among us in mid 
winter, as a reformer, than which a more indiscreet and unwise cnoice never was made by 
any administration — neither have I a^oubt but that Lord Melbourne was as sensible of his un- 
fimess when he sent him out, as he seems to have been when Sir Francis had set the colonies 
on fire, through the troubles of 1837. He began by exhibiting in Upper Canada part of Lord 
Gosfoxd's instructions, which he had been directed to keep secret—their publication stopt the 
supplies in Lower Canada, and dashed the cup of popularity from Lord Gosford's lips, for 
they showed insincerity at head-quarters. Head^s conduct as governor, slandering the United 
States, encouraging orange societies, ouarrelling with the advisers he had chosen, but never 
once consulted, stating falsehoods and getting convicted of so doing, was such that supplies 
were refused to him also, and he haa to set every semblance of popular rule at defiance, in 



* I am sincerely Sony that a single individual remains ontlawed or banished from Canada, or held in eon* 
finement in Vnn Dienuin's Land, relative to the insurrection. Englnnd was so clenrly In the wrong, by the 
horrible misrule the tnflfered to exist, that when she shw men like me torn mund and do our very uunoet to 
pticify the frontiers, after being plundered of everything, she should have talten the risic of returnlnf to thsir 
fiuiiilies the innocent victims of her carelessness. I am very cool now ; and yet altliungh I have a packet of 
mo9t Important papers in the hands of a friend for safe keeping, relative to CaiadiaB afflUrs, 1 think it too early 
to write an account of the events of 1836 to 1838. I have preserved some 900 letters of the Navy Isiaod cor* 
respondence, but it Is not yet a fitting time to give such matters to the world. fek> strong is my preiMt coovk- 
tion of the imiiropriety of adding any inflammatory materials to the Oregon blaze that, althotigh the worthy 
printer of my '* Sons of the Emerald Isle *' pressed me to allow him to ffniwh it. I have stopt after the second 
number, rather than continue just noto these exciting relations of ancient misrule, i never have played wll- 
llnsly into the hands of the enemiee of real reform anywhere, and will not now. The foUowing note wac 
addressed to me, by that true and long and well-tried fhend of poor and rich, Joseph Hume, when I was last 
leaving London. 
To W. L. Mackenzie : " BxTAitsToif Sqdari. June 94th, 1833. 

** Dkar Sm : I cannot allow you to leave this country without expressing my sense of the great advantage 
the people of Uppfr Canada have derived from your exertions whicn have been unwearied and pemeverii g 
since your arrival ; and, I may add. comparatively successful in obtaining many alterations from Lord Gmle« 
rich in orders respecting the future Government of Upper Canada. I am sorry to observe by some of the pro- 
ceedings of Mr. Stanley, that he is rather disposed to promote, than to punUh the men who have been re- 
moved i'roi» Upper Canada for improper conduct, and thereby to encourage misgovenuneot on the part of the 
public oAcen of that Province, which Lord Goderich's late prtcesdings were calcuUled te prevent 

Jfoisni fiVKB,** 
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order ro deceive his superiors in England through a mock lo^jislaturc, obtained on the principle 
which Lord Darhain too truly described when it was too late to recall the past. Sir. FruJicis 
writes to Lord M^lbjurne ailcr this fashion : '' On my arrival in Upper Canada I found my- 
self not only bounded on the one side by Lower Canada on the eve of a revolt, and on the 
other side, by the United States, whose GO VjblRNMMNT, as well as people, were secretly 
using their infla^nce to eioerminate from the continent of America monarchical institutions, 
but i found mysjlf exposed to and opposed by a republican house of assembl}'." After my re- 
turn firoin £ngland I hid nothing whatever to do with either government or people in these 
StatJs; and they had no part in causing the revolt; nor did the native Americans in Canada 
talce th3 laboring oar in it If this country had secret emissaiies I never knew of it, nor dr« ( 
believe it. Thj revolt in 18M b3gan Nov. 6, in Mjntroal. That of 1838 never would have 
btigun at all, had Lord Dtu'ham been kindly treated by Knq^land; but hi*; whig friends allow- 
ed him to be denounced in the House of Peers, for an act of kindness and humanity towards 
eight Canadians sent to Bermuda ; and in the House of Commons sanctioned the insult his 
enemies hau prepared elsewhere. His fkults and foibles were many — I may not deny that. 
But he had a manly soul, was harshly treated, m3ant right, would have conciliated all parties 
had hs tKen let alone, and his indiscreet removal was the signal for new troubles, in which I 
had no part whatever, although for several years, 1 confess it with regret, I would gladly have 
witnessed war on this continent. Calmer reflections have since returned — and in the spirit 
in which 1 remained so long in Europe, ever anxious to avert the causes of war do I now 
write this statement It is i pleasant thing to see the statesmen of Britain at length pursuing 
that liberal policy which even a Hume, a Roebuck, and a Buller cannot find . fault with. 
What honest heart on this side the Atlantic, would darken the dawniags of a better day to 
mankind, with the bitter and bloody scourge oi' war, as if there were not pains and privaUoDH 
enouga in the world which are unavoidable, without adding to them a renewal of those deadly 
-itruggles for power and dominion, which in the 25 years preceding 1815, caused " countlee«< 
-thous-^nds to mourn" for the inhumanity of civilized man more savage tlian the tenant of the 
ibresti 

I have not a wish left to see Canada incorporated with this Union. If it obtain a direct re- 
presentation in the British Parliament, on the sagacious plan proposed by the fiir-seeing 
Franklin, and renewed bv* Hume in the House of Commons, it may remain connected with 
-Britain for ages. Should that not take place, its annexation to those njrthcrn states is an 
event of no remote probability. At present, the chances are, that an invasion of Canada from 
this sidj (although, considering the facility of transportation ol' men and materials, it might 
prove rather mjre successful than it did in 181*2), would end in a failure, or its equivalent. 
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p.)litical machinery in gear here, and which we had all sj much admired. Of the population 
of the colonies there undoubtedly Is a large majority at this day who are hostile to an aiinexa- 
tion to this Union — and there are no scarcity of states on this side the St. Lawrence, quite as 
steadily opposed to an amalgamcitiou with the Canadians. The more I see of the baleful efijas 
of southern slavery, in retarding education and marring useful republican legislation, the more 
averse am 1 to witness more of the free north come ur.dcr iu> destiuctive operation. 

Those who panicipated in the Canadian insurrections some years since, were, I think, io 
error— not because tliere was no good ground for revolt— nor J>ecause there was not enough of 
disinfection — no, nor yet on account of the impossibility of success, for it did seem to be at 04? 
UxDi within our easy grasp—but because the reasoniible proi)ability of a happy teraiinati»/n 
Wds less strong than that of premature failure. Lord Sydenham, witJi whom I used some- 
timas to cjn verse at Whitehall, whjii in London, did many tyrannical things in Canada, but 
he began to trust the people, was experienced and practical, anl set up those elective local or 
county legislatures amjng Uiem which answer to Lhe Ixjjrds of supiivisors here. He wroi*' 
to his brother in iingland, " I would willingly give Lind to settlers, but there is, alas ! none to 
give, except what is reudjrei valueless by the neighborhood of ihjse cursetl landjobljcrs whi» 
cut ofC ail access to it." And again, " 1 know that ^.s much as I dislike Yankee ii)siiiutio!,s an.l 
rule, I would not have fouj^'tit against them, wjich thousands of these poor follows the [lUmiiyJ 
compact call reljels did, if it w^re only to keep up such a government as they gM." 

The American people, in two wars, have a&surcdly ^ot glory enough. If they were desirons 
to establish the* fact that iliey are brave in battle, wh^'iher by land or Sfa, it is so well known 
as to be undisputed any where. But were it otherwise, would that be a rca-son lor destroviu.^^ 
com nirce, setting thj; whole world a fi.i^iiiing, killing vast numbers and wounding many limrei 
demoralizing soci.ty, creating mammjth national debts, and embarro-ssing a whole people tor 
an age to come, and all about some barren desert contended for by those who have already land 
enough for twenty timus their numb-T 1 

For many years, in Upper Canada, I gave all my energies to the task of instmcti-ghe peo- 
ple in the jprinciplcs of popular government, so iar as X knew them. To comprehend the aitlu- 
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ous cnaracter of the course I pursued, the reader would lemiire to have resided in these timeis, 
in the colony. Many there were who covertly endeavored to bring about a change. I went 
straight ahead. A residence here has fully satisfied my own mind, that I went too fast and 
. too for— that the ideal difference is much greater than the reality, and that no one is called 
upon to encourage bloodshed in 1846, on the banks of the St Lawrence, in order that Congresft 
may have longer sessionAmd more work, by the extension of such legislation as they bnto^* 
on the ten miles square to the larger area of the two Canadas. 

It has often been said, here in New York, that I was a party to the Short Hills Invasion^-the 
Prescott affair, under Von Shoultz, Birge, &c. — ^the Windsor or Detroit inroad — and the Lou'ei- 
Canada insurrection of 1838. I was not consulted in, nor a party in any way to these enter- 
prises, nor has any one that was concerned ever said so. Noah, in the Sun, Messenger, &c., 
insists that I injured the Canadian cause by cowardice, and perhaps I did. I do not find that 
any party in. Canada have ever said so, however. Sir Richud Bonnycastle, of the Royal En> 
gineers, Toronto, in a book lately issued from the London press, plainly, and in the most dis^ 
tinct terms, charges me with having murdered Colonel Moodie of the British Army, in coU 
blood, and even gives my alleged reasons for so doing ! Colonel Moodie, accompanied by Capt. 
Stewart of the Royal Navy (an old officer who was at the battle of Aboukir), and Lieut 
Crewe, rode up to the rdtel Unes, dashed past the first line of sentinels, and fired a pistol at the 
second, opposite Montgomery's HoteL Refusing to surrender, he was fired at in return by the 
sentinel, as ordered by the officer on guard, and died of the wound-— Crewe and Stewart were 
then made prisoners. Stewart swore to a narrative of the facts, which af^ared in the Toronto 
newspapers. About an hour before that, I had left for Toronto, with a guard of four horse- 
men (one of whom Capt Powell shot dead) — we arrested Capt. Powell and Major A. McDon- 
eil, and whUe I was on my way back, with McDondl in charge, as he states m his publish- 
ed narrative, a gentleman rode past and told us thait Col. M. had been shot or wounded. On 
our arrival at the hotel (Col. Lount being then in command there), I went instantly to see the 
dying man, and he told all present that his own imprudence had caused his death. I never 
saw him before in my life ; and as his death was an open, public act, seen by many, and as I 
was aX the time far distant, in charge of McDonell, a more wanton lie was never told, and that 
too by a neighbor whom Ihad never wronged, and who must have known that the tongue of man 
never uttered a more wanton or malicious falsehood. T<ie Q,ueen wrote a letter to the Colo- 
nel's widow, condoling with her as was natural ; but where can Bonnycastle find a shadow of 
prdof to his London story 1 Certainly not in Upper Canada. 



[No. 314.1 Colonel W. £. Moore, of Kentucky, assistant Editor of the Washington 
Globe, to W. L. Mackenzie, 1G2 Nassau st.. New York. 

Wabhwoton, D. C, Dec. 12. 1838. 
Dear Sir : * * • Should — come on, let him have a letter for me, and he will 
find a friend with the will, if not the means, of seconding his views. Of course you are 
aware that Mr. Papineau is here. • ♦ * There are other parts of your letter I do not like. 
You must know thkt the only party in tkis c&u,ntry which reaay tympaikises witkihe CanatHan 
jkUHoU is the democraUe. The Wkigs^ as a party, are apposed to you in PRiNcipr.B ; v*e are 
wiih fou IN PRINCIPLE, in fedinfff in heart, and soul; but circumstances, call Uiem selfish, 
self-interest, if you please (we call it our first duty to our country), haoe thrown us into a false 
position, but that only for a time. Much as we admire the man of our cboioe, placed by us 
at the head of the government, yet how did every democraUe press in (he cawUry receive his m- 
damation 7 How has it received part of the annual Message, relating to Canada ? WITH 
DEEP, DEEP MORTIFICATION. At heart thbre is not a NORTHERN or WES- 
TERN DEMOCRAT, firom the summit of the Alleghanies to the bosom of the Father of Waters^ 
west, and thence east along the feeders of the St. Lawrence to the Penobscot, who does not 
regret it ; but we repose in the assurance that such documents were called for by the existing 
state of relations between the two countries. Yet that part of the message, as well as the pro- 
ciamatioD, elicited the general praise of the whig press, from Mr. Gales downwanls. Wnik 
condemning every other portion of the message, this, most of them can laud. I can assure you 
that there is a magazine of burning patriotism now biuied in the bosoms of the democracy, 
that wants but a sinffle spark to set it in an active flame. Let the poor Prescott prisoners be 
massacred in cold blood, and it will light up a torch in this country that all the influence and 
power of both governments will be unable to smother or quench. But what would you have 
us do now 1 Surely we must not forget our high moral obligations as a government, and we, 
the people, are the government in reality. We are at peace with England ; why should out 
government go to war with her, or take steps to hurry herself blindly into such a catastrophe 7 
It may be that our executive may have exhibited too much solicitude to preserve peace ; but 
peace is the natural position of a republic, especially of an extended and diversified one like 
ours, fT^WBERE ACQUISITION' WOULD BE A CURSE, .4J and glor)' but a poor return for the low* 
of blood and destruction of prosperity. It would be difficult to explalii myself in a few bttnrM 
A 
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lines^ but the democratic party in this country stand in this position ; their prayers^ their syn- 
paiktes, their purses^ if they were rich enough (their personal services too, which would not be 
withheld on a reasonable prospect of success), are for the patriots, and yet they will sustain 
their government in a firm, dignified, but not truckling adherence to neutral obligations. We 
have NOTHING to gain by a war with Great Britain, however succe^ful it might terminate, 
and this is not the age for republics entering a contest for the eSablishment of abstract, 
though correct, principles elsewhere. We of the democratic party throughout the Union, 
however, are with you as citizens, and shall continue to be so. The federalists will oppose 
you, in public and in secret, by sneering and by slander, in a word, by every trick, till they 
see the bones of the last victim bleached on the plain, and they will blast his memory after- 
wards. £xcuse these hasty thoughts. I have written with corresponding candor to your 
own ; but I have felt that your letter did my party injustice. Happily, it will not be long ere 
your convictions will assent to all I say ; for, depend upon it, to the democracy alone can you 
look for support. I shall be glad to hear from you. Your friend, W.' E. MOORE. 

Keinij PaynteTf and I'ngers.tPs Interview with Van Duren abovi Mackenzi^s Imprisonment. 
[No. 315.] To Messrs. William Gilmore and Robert Christy, Secretaries of the Demo- 
cratic Union Association, Philadelphia. WAsmNoroN, December 28tii, 16S9. Gentlemen : — 
On behalf of a resolution of the Democratic Union Association, for Messrs. Paynter, Ingersol 
and mjTself to call upon the President of the United States and request lus attention to a me- 
morial relative to the pardon of William Lyon Macken2ae, it becomes my duty to say that we 
have fully discharged the desire therein ejcpressed. The President, who is at all times anxious 
to gratify the desires of any portion of the people, regrets exceedingly, that in tiie present junc- 
ture of pending negotiations with Great Britain, it would be improper to interfere with the ac- 
tion of our courts ofiustice, and therefore at present could not decisively move in compliance 
with your wishes. Every possible means have been exerted to make the confinement of Mr. 
Mackenzie a nominal oae.t and to gratify his every wish, save his release. My own private 
views are, that if the fnends of Mr. Mackenzie would appeal to the magnanimity of the pre- 
sent representative of the British provinces in North America, by Ms request^ he would be re- 
leased, and relieve the question from the embarrassment in which it seems involved. 

*GEORGE M. KEIM. 

[No. 316.] George Dawson, Editor of the Rochester Democrat, to W. L. Mackenzie, care of 
Dr. Cyreijius Chapin, Buffalo. 

Rochester, Dec. 14, 1837. Dear Sir: — Allow me, as one who admires the sublime stand 
yourself and your aj»sociates have taken against tyranny, to tender you my sympathy. I have 
watched wi^ intense anxiety the progress of events in Canada, and the intelligence of your 
revolt was received with irrepressible satisfaction. Before open hostilities were avowed in 
the Upper Province, that circumstances might hasten such hostilities, was my daily prayer. I 
knew that she deserved to be free, and beUeved that if she resolved upon freedom, it could be 
achieved. My acquaintance with you in my boyhood, and the tales ol persecutions that have 
followed you since that period, have been listened to and treasured up. I knew your wrongs, 
and earnestly prayed for their redress. I looked to you as a leader, and from my knowledge 
of your character, expected that you would, sooner or later, assume a position at once sublime 
and nolde. iNor have my expectations failed. I have seen your arm raised to strike the first 
olow for Li : Kjrty. Would to Grod that its descent had not, to some extent, been foiled ! But I 
still look upon the Sun of the Canadas as but emerging from the morning clouds. The day 
cannot be li.r distant when it shall shine resplendently in the ascendant. 

In writiiitj to you, I have been requested by several of our citizens to invite yon to visit this 
city, if yo i could do so with safety, and consistently with your arrangements. We are to 
have a m ^jting on Saturday evening, as you will see by my paper, which I send you ; and it 
would atibrd me much pleasure to provide you with the hospitalities of my house. Please 
write me. Yours sincerely, GEORGE DAWSON. 

* General Keim told me himself that the above was a troe copy of his priTate letter to the Asaociatkm. His 
extraordiimry advice, or hint, must have boen given In consequence of what Van Buren had said to the three 
Philadelphia congressmen. I vas advised to appeal to Lord Sj^enham or Sir George Arthur's mngnanimlty, 
in Canada ; and the president of the United States would be quite ready to pardon in New York, if it met the 
views of the knight or baron that might be governing for the time at Toronto ! This, of course, I did not choose 
to stoop to do, and therefore had to su0er other five months* imprisonment— but the very day the Baltinsore 
Convention met, Van Buren was made to see that my confinement had been a verv great political blunder, and 
I was instantly released, although the following note shows that he had not intended to take such a course. 

NoTB.—John Norvell, Senator, U. S., to Morgan L. Gage, Michigan.— WAsmifOToiv, Jan. 3, 1840.— Dear Str : 
In reply to your letter in relation to the case of William L. Mackensle, I am only enabled to say to yon, that 
upon receiving the petitions for his pardon, as I am informed, they were sent to the fDistriet Judge and the Dit- 
tnct Attorney of Western New York, and that their report on the aottJect was such as to prevent the exereiit 
by the President of the power of pardon on the occasion. JOHN NORVELIi. 

t Smith Thompson and N. 8. Bentoa. 

tFili^attcft&wftlM^W. L. ML 
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[No. 317.] Col. R. M. Johnson, Vice President U. S., to John Fegan, Esq., Philadelphia. 

City op Washington, 11th M^, 1840. My dear Sir: — Your highly esteemed favor has 
been received, respecting the connnement of Mr. Mackenzie as prisoner, &c., in the jail at 
Rochester. 1 feel as deeply as man can feel the misfortune of that patriotic man. I consider • 
his misfortune and his suffering very much like the hard fate and cruel destiny of many un- ■ 
successful patriots before our time ; and although the laws of nations and the laws of the land 
may have condemned him and legally consigns him to prison, I think that the demand of jus- 
tice is satisfied, and I should not hesitate, with my views of the subject, to liberate, if I had the 
power : and I presume that I shaU do, and have done, all I can to effect this object. I am con- 
ndent, however, that the President [Mr. Van Burenj has acted from his conviction of a sacred 
duty to do as he has done ; but I hope that he may icel himself justified, without injury to the 
diplomatic relations of the country, in exercising the power of pardon in this case. In my 
delicate position, having no power, and exercising only that reasonable influence which my 
situation gives me, I do not wish to take any prominent agency in this matter, as it would not 
do good, and might do harm ; but at this place, as far as it is collect and proper, I will do what 
I can to promote the object in view. Respectfully, Rh. M. JOHNSON. 



AN ACCOUNT 



OF THE 



BALTIMORE CONVENTION. 
VAN BUBEN'S DEFEAT, 



AND THE 



NOMINATION OF POLK AND DALLAS. 



<* As bees on flowiera alii^htiiig, ccsm their hum, 
Settling on places, democrats grow domb." 

Jf*tffifc'5 Friendship for Vcm JhtrtiL—Heiss and the UnioThr-Tke Globe on Polk,—RUchie^ Heiss, 
Polkf and Cass. — SigmJUant Votes, — Dei^ales rewarded.-^Marcy's Position and Prospects. 
— The SyraoHse Nominaltums.—How Cass lost the Ckme. — Croswell and Dickenson^s Views. — 
Butler's NaskviUe Journey. — Van Buren Threats in the Democratic Review. — Walker wheels 
Butler Tontmd to Texas^ condemns Van Buren^ and nominates Wright I — Ftagg set aside. — 
Moray's Tact.-^Bancrafi on both sides. — The 7\Do4kird Rule.-^Butler on Hard Cider.— -Van 
Buren for Polk, DaUas, and Tteww.— -CVw5 amd the Ckerokees. — Cd. Yowng enraged. — He 
heads the Texas Tickei.—O'SuUivan on Bwman Cattle (not Polkas Negroes).—Oeorge MJlin 
Dallas.— 'Old DaUasand his Bank.— His Son a U, & B.y F. B. Man.-^DaUas and WUkins. . 
on the Public Lands. — Mileage of Senators, 

Are there those who believe Polk friendly to Van Buren 1 Let me undeceive them. When 
Polk and Ritchie and "Walker saw and read the secret correspondence of Hoyt which I sent on 
to Washington, in May, and the discovery, and anticipated pnUication of wnich so delighted 
them, would they one and all, as also those of thehr friends who got copies, had they been 
friendly, Jiave kepi the secret from the Van Burens, Flaggg, Butler, Wright, and Dix, and allowed 
the guilty to be startled by the sudden a|^rition of my first pampWet in September last 1 Who 
canbelieveiti Vo\k and Jaxkmm'B papa, the Naskvilk Dmo^ 
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at the head of its columns as the candidate of the party for Baltimore, while ii threatened any 
Tennessean who would vote for him there. Hearken to Hogan and HtusM I |j* " We di» 
" not believe Mr. Van Buren will receive one vote from the Tennessean delegation. If he 
" does, that delegate who votes knowingly against the wishes of his constituents, will be 
rf< marked hereafter, as 5^a man unworthy of their confidence." Why did they keep up Van 
Buren's name over such remarks as these 1 The Texas letter was seized on as a pretext to get 
rid of a man whom certain leaders no longer wanted. Had Polk and Van Buren been on the 
very best (rf terms, although the latter yielded to the former, would lanaiage like the following 
have found its way into the official journal, (Blair's Globe,) on the 19th of Jan. 18441 

" I care not how honorable a man «iay be, if he is a coward he cannot maintain his honor j 
and hence it is such a man is disqualified for the office of V. President. Now, sir, Col. King 
has never been insulted day after dav; and, above all, he was never caught roughlv by the 

(arm fby Wise] when esc^ing from the Capitol, pulled round and told that he was tne * con* 
temptible tool of a petty tyrant !' I pledge my head, if he is ever so treated, he will resent the 
insmt in the proper way. Will * A Tennessee Democrat' do the same in regard to Gov. 
Pdkl What are the fkcts in regard to Gov. Polk 1 He has been twice repudiated in his 
own State by large majorities--<lefeated by an inexperienced politician ; and it is not pre- 
tended that his name would add one particle oi strength to the ticket in any State of this 
TJnion." 
There was a clear understanding between Ritchie at RichmondL and Heiss at Nashville, to 

I go for Cass if Van Buren could be set aside, and for Polk in preference to either. This was 
independent of Texas. Ritchie had made up his mind to have the printing of Congress. He 
was connected with B. Greene, who had a venr deep interest in Texan scrip and lands. He lived 
in a state that raised men and women for sale ana traffic, into perpetual bondage, as if they 
were cattle, through the home slave trade. If Van Buren obtamea power, Blair would have 
his interest ; the north, with its Bryants, Sedgwicks, abolitionists, 6cc., would compel V. B. to 
throw coki water on annexation, or oust him ; and Virginia went for the detestable gains of 
her human shambles. Moreover, Van Buren's chance was very doubtfiil. That had been 
proved in 1840. In the summer and fall of 1843, the Richmond Enquirer, in the form of let- 
ters to the editor, had said much in favor of Cass, and the Nashville Union, [Hogan and 
Heiss] copied liberally, " by request." The spring elections of Connecticut and Virginia 
went against Van Buren ; Tyler and Calhoun puwed on annexation, and coaxed Ritchie, 
The Richmond Enquirer and Calhoun's Charleston organ became more and more harmonious 
and united ; and on the month of the Convention, Ritchie gravely rebuked Blair for censuring 
Calhoun, and told his friends that the Calhoun party were with them, and that they had the 
same views. Ritchie said, that Clay was *' an electioneering demagogue, and would prove an 
arrant dictator," and that Texas must be had now, and not waited for 70 years. Bobre the 

I Convention met, Heiss's paper, the Nashville Union, plainly foret(^d that Polk would be 
?hosen there, not as Vice Presiaent, but as President, altnough no public journal or meeting 
in the Republic had named him for the latter office. When the Convention met, Ritchie^ 
son, William F., was elected its principal secretary, and Virginia and Tennessee went cor- 
dially together for the rule that two-thirds of its votes would be rec^uired to secure a nomina- 

'. tion. thas defeating Van Buren's nomination at the first ballot. Virginia [Ritchie], Tennessee 

{Polk], Mississippi [Walker] and Georgia, went together steadily during the first seven bai- 
ots, for Cass, not giving Van Buren a single rote. On the 8th ballot, Tennessee left Cass for 
Polk, and in the middle of the 9th, the N. Y. delegation gave way, the farce closed, and the 
vote for Polk was unanimous ! The result was, that altnough Jackson was warmlv attached 
to Blair he had to make way for Polk's friends — and the printingof Congress, whicli a com- 
pany of mechanics offered to do, as well as Ritchie does it, and 030,000 a year cheaper, wa» 
the nt reward of the intrigues of the Nashville Union, and his new partner of the Richm(Hid 
Enquirer. Was there a bargain 1 Is it even probable that Jackson really desired the election 
of Van Buren 1 Polk knew that Ritchie was an original enemy of Jackson's claims, but he 
also knew his influence in Virginia. He seems to have agreed wUh the principal, Ritchie, 
and the agent, Virginia, followed of course. If no one bargained for a reward, it is marvel- 
lous how they all got it Polk had the White House; Ritchie and Heiss, the printing; 
Woodbury, the Bench ; Cave Johnson, the Post-office; Bancroft, the Navy; Marcy. the War 
office : Gillet, [anti-Cass] the R^tership ; Butler, his old berth ; Maaon (from Tyler's cabi- 
net), the Attorney Generalship. Tyler gave his influence, as president of tne U. S. and Texa» 
\i'as annexed. The Van Buren section wanted Coddington for CoUector here : but the Marcy 
section, with the aid of Hojrt's letters, (about the opportune appearance of which there is yet a 
secret untold,) put in Lawrence. The scheming at Baltimore, in the Convention, began with 
} raver and praise ; alter which the dei^gyman, with very good taste, read to them the 101st 
^Im," He thiUvwrlxtkdeceUskaUnUdweUmtMn my haute: he that tdUth lies aUtf nU tarrf 
m my sight" 

I would advise some active and honest editor to take a list of the Convention and compare 
lit with Polk and Walker's appointments, with tha names oi the directors of the pet buiks, 
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with the N. Y. Custom House, beginning with Peter Crawford, and with Oliver Lee &. Co. 
pet bankers, Buffalo, and if he does not obtain presumptive proof of a base and mercenary i 
{)argain to elect James K. Polk, and of the fulfilment of its personal and pecuniary condi- ' 
lions, too, I shall be most agreeably mistaken. 

Those who have known William L. Marcy long and welL assure me, and I believe it, 
that he is an adroit, managing man— more so, perhaps, than van Buren; cautious, but un- 
der no control of principle. In the War Department, Marcy expects to make a fortune (for 
somebody), out of the vast contracts and pafronage in his gift. He went into the scheme of 
Canadian annexation — advised his fHends on the ih}ntier — was privy to his wife's brother's 
junction with us at Navy Island — on the very best terms with certain influential Canadians 
— came to Buffalo during the troubles in January, 18%, and spolre strongly in favor of the go- 
ahead policy to certain friends of the Canadians. Walworth and Croswell, and Porter, (then 
Register), took the same view. When Van Buren saw that the affair was a failure, or likely 
so to be, he advised Marcv, Croswell, &c., to wheel about, and they did so. The British par- 
liamentary papers show that Marcy hired emissaries, and was really active in procuring infor- 
mation for ue Canadian authorities, and the Journal of Commerce rightly said, Jan. 10, 1838, 
" We have the best authority for stating, that there is a good underrtanding in regard to the 
Canada troubles, between the cabinet at Washington and tne British minister," Fox. In his 
present position, in case of war, there would be a suspension of cash payments, the banks 
would lend their worthless paper to the government, and live in clover— the war bureau would 
be the leading department of tne administration — the influence of its head would be immense; 
and he might look with good hope to the reversion of Polk's chair, although I am told he flatters 
Walker and Polk, by telling them that war would assuredly secure it either to the one or the 
other. The Sub-Treasury, ifvxtrked again, Hoytfaskion, would be a real gold mine. 

On the 5th of September, 1843, a state Convention met at Syracuse ,W. L. Marcy, president 
— ^79 for Marcy, 40 for Young. The plan was, to name at once, 34 delates, to represent the 
State at Baltimore in the Presidential convention, and it was Marcy's wish to have a majority 
of them composed of politicians whom he could control, so as to appear to support Van Buren, 
but in reality to go for the candidate who would pay best— say for Cass ; or for Polk, if Cass 
proved unavailable. Failing to get that majority, Marcy ^'as dropt as one of the State dele- 
gates, and Young taken. A committee to choose delegates was appointed, and tibe choice of a 
delegate for each congressional district left to the member of that committee for that district. 
Oliver Lee, the Buffalo [Polk pet] banker, Erastus Coming, Daniel S. Dickinson, J. W. Brown, 
Henry K. Smith, John C. Wright, Nathan S. Roberts of the canals, Thomas B. Mitchell, and 
John Stryker, were, I believe, strong Marcv delegates ; but when the 36 assembled at Baltimore, 
B. F. Butler and Samuel Young headed tne Van Buren section, and they were the most nume- 
rous ; that cause alone is stated to have prevented Marcy and his friends from giving the vote of 
New York to Cass on the 7th ballot, which, with the influence it would have carried, would have 
secured to Cass the nomination. On the e^hth ballot, Georgia, Tennessee, the Bancroft sec- 
tion of the Massachusetts delegation, Woodbury's interest (New Hampshire), Walker's folks 
fMississippi), and two from Pennsylvaifia (personal friends of Buchanan) went for Polk — on 
the 9th, all purties took him up ; and Calhoun's men, Pickens and Elmore, who were in the 
secret, played their parts in the drama, eoing heartily (not a doubt of it) for "Polk and Texas, 
Texan scrip, and down with liberty and the ways of seventy-six." 

The New York delegation, so far as the Croswell, Marcy, and Dickinson section were con* 
cemed, are generally believed to have desired to throw v an Buren overboard, and to have . 
secretly canvassed against him, and told other members of the Convention, that so mudi could / 
be said to his discredit, that if nominated, all would be a failure, and New York State lost ; ' 
"Which was probably true. Why did Butler and the majority, on the opposite side, prevent the 
nomination of Cass from Michigan, and call forward Polk, whom his editor, Heiss, knew and 
had already announced as the nominee, though he was 700 miles distant "i In May, 1844, Dr. 
Beekman, banker, Kinderhook, a friend of van Buren, and now a senator, was on a visit to 
Albany ; and he reported on his return, that Marcy, Dickinson, and Croswell were undermin- 
ing him and deserting his camp. Van Buren wrote to Butler immediately, and the latter set 
off on his well known mission to Nashville, armed with instructions to tickle Jackson's vanity, 
by asking him to come forward a third time as a candidate, and thus preserve the paety 
£fam ruin. This he well knew that Jackson would not do ; but the Boston Post, as instructed, 
declared that his health, jfiisi tken^ had not been so robust for years ; and in the Convention, 
May 28th, a member proposed him, but it did not take. Van Buren's retreat could not be thus 
covered. At Nashville, a secret arrangement was made, that if Van Buren could not be 
nominated, Polk should be, in preference to Cass. Is this the reason why Butler was appoint- 
ed to a $20,000 office here, by PdLk, the moment he had the power 1 What is the tenure by 
which he now holds it 1 Butler, in convention, wanted to take the lead in proposing Polk, 
when die time had come to drop Van Buren, but Hubbard was before him ; and the man 
whom Jones, a whig, had defeatol in Tennessee, at th/e then next previous election for go- 
vernor, by a plurality of 3,6^ out of 1 12,781 votes, thus became President of the Union, with- 
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out even a township nomination, and in the teeth of instructions by 16 state conventions to 
support another. \^ Buren never got over 12 votes from the whole of the slave states, hh- 
iiigue had been his element, and his own pupils now outshone their master. 

X he Democratic Review for June looked (as a last resource) to a junction of the free north 
and west, and the abjuration of the slaveholders, if no bargain could be made with them. The 
reader will at once see that Butler, and not the Regent (O'Sullivan), must have been the writer 
of the following paragraphs, which are by authority : 

" It is possible, very possible, that he [Van Buren] may not be nominated— that many of his 
" own personal friends within its (the Baltimore Convention's) members, not loving Caesar less 
" but Rome more, may be the first to cast a reluctant and sorrowful vote against his name. If 
" the Convention should come to the conclusion, on a broad survey of the whole ground, that 
" the influence of this new question [Texas] is reaUy and truly such as to destroy or endanger 
"the hope of his election — that any other candidate, worthily fulfilling the condition of being 
" a true and trusty democrat, can bring more favorable auspices into the contest with the com- 
?* mon foe — ^be it so. Though we have never before assumed the right to speak for Mr. 
" Van Buren, yet on this occasion and this point we do not hesitate to assert, that he 
" will himself, in that event, be found foremost among the first, and truest among the true, in 
" support of the decision of the Convention." 

The writer next specially addresses the slave states, THE SOUTH, telling them the conse- 
quences that would follow their deviation from the decision of the party, when delivered at 
Baltimore. These are his words : 

11^ " Why, there will be a burst of indignation from the NORTH for which you are little 
J^ prepared. They will abjure you and your capricious, if not treacherous alliance, and 
1^ leave you to sustain yourselves by yourselves, against all the forms of foreign attack, 
JS* which will then be a thousand fold multiplied and embittered. No son of yours need 
J^ then indulge a vain aspiration for that high honor for which the votes of Northern Demo- 
j;^ cracy are threefold more necessary than those of Southern Chivalry. The ^at free 
■ i::^ North and the great free West wiU then take the matter of President-making into their 
J^ own steadier and trustier hands." 

On the 23d of April, 1844, in the correspondence of the N. Y. Evening Post, I find it re- 
marked, that " If the cause of our disasters, as many of our best and most constant advocates 
/ of republicanism seem to think, is the want of Ora new name at the head of our ranks,«0 
I we are willing, as Individuals, to abandon our first choice, and to rally with equal ardor to the 
standard of Cass, Johnson, or anybody else." 

Judge Douglass of Illinois has recently proclaimed the important fact, that the Texas and 
Oregon resolution adopted at Baltimore, was drawn up by R. J. Walker, and offered to tiie 
Convention by his brother adventurer, Benjamin F. Butler, as one of their claptraps for 
President malang. Van Buren opposed to Texas, and his man, Butler, taking the lead for it ! 
The Resolution is in these words : 

" JResolvcd, That our title to the whole of the territory of Oregon is clear and unquestionable ; 
that no portion of the same ought to be ceded to England or any other power j and that the 
reoccupation of Oregon, and the re-annexation of Texas, at the earliest practical period, are 
ereat American measures, wliich this Convention recommends to the cordial support of the 
democracy of the Union." 

Looking at the corrupt and mercenary character of Butler, we ask the reader if his position 
as district attorney here, is not presumptive evidence that when he thus shifted round to oecome 
Walker's catspaw, there was an understanding, the conditions of which Polk hastened to fulfil 1 
Walker was v an Buren's mos-t determined enemy at Baltimore ; Butler his professedly 
warmest Mend. He went to Baltimore with Young, to oppose annexation. Why did he 
there become Polk's organ for denouncing as traitors all who would not consent toiti 
Walker vehemently denounced Van Burpn because he durst rwt go for annexation. Why did 
he propose to the Convention that Silas Wright, who professed the very same creed as Van 
Buren, and had voted against annexation in the senate, should be the candidate for Vice 
President 1 and why did the Iniaves, who had voted down Van Buren on that score, vote up 
Wright at Walker's nod 1 Was there any principle there 1 Butler's resolution on Texas, as 
adopted, implied a censure on Benton, Wnght, and Van Buren, for not going straight with 
the party 'J 

The understanding, when Polk left Nashville, was, that Flagg, our Comptroller, should be 

Sit at the head of the treasury ; but Walker and others influenced him so that he decided 
at the member of the cabinet for N. Y. should be Marcy, for the department of war. 
Marcy, I am well inlormed, is much more practical than Bancroft, whom ne manages, and 
thus controls in a large degree, the navy. He may out-general Van Buren yet, although it is 
but a lottery. He was re-elected governor of this state in Nov., 1836, with nearly 3,000 
majority. In the winter of 1837, the party were onmipotent;. Nine months alter they were 
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entirely routed. E. Lamed, Marcy's relative, is president of one of the copper companies on 
Lake Superior. They are all in Marcy's department. He also locates the lanos. S. C. 
Frey, a brother-in-law of Mr. Calhoun, a late M. C. from Mass. wrote me kist Nov., that 
when the insurrection broke out in Canada, in 1837, Mr. Wills, senator from St. Lawrence 
county, was requested to see Grov. Marcy on the subject ; that he did so, and immediately 

wrote to Morristo^Ti to , " Tell your Canadian friends that they may rest assured 

that Gov. Marcy will interfere no farther than the la^ti of the country compel him, and that 
they have his best wishes for their success." *' With the example of neutrality law, as admin- 
istered in tlie case of Texas, and Jackson's unmcanini^ proclamations [Frey uTites me] we 
interfered ; but soon found that our rulers were far more anxious to extend the area of slavery 
than that of freedom ; and that our laws had one aspect and operation on the banks of the Si. 
Lawrence, and quite another on the borders of slave-freeing Mexico." When the time 
comes, Mr. Marcy and his friends will have facts that may be as inconvenient to hear, as if 
given now. 

George Bancroft, like Marcy, has " principle in proportion to his interest." A northern 
man, he set up for Congress in 1834, with an address to suit the meridiau of Massachusetts, 
of which a sample follows : 

*^ Slaves are capital ; the slaveholder is a capitalist. Free labor will be the first to demand 
the abolition of slavery ; capital will be the last to concede it We would not interfere with 
the domestic regulations of New Orleans or Algiers, but we may demand the instaiU abolition 
of the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and should assist free labor to recover its rights 
in the capital of the country. ♦ ♦ * ♦ GEORGE BANCROFT." 

Bancroft was formerly a schoolmaster, his associate being Joseph G. Cc^well of N. Y., he 
was onginally much opposed to Jackson, but conformed, as he did at Baltimore, and now does 
in the Polk cabinet. He is a sensible speaker, but no orator ; and stuck to Van Buren till 
matters were otherwise arranged. His best performance is his history. In his eulogy on Old 
Hickory, delivered at Washington, he offered a specimen of anti-clunax, thus : 

" And Jackson returned to his own fields and his own pursuits, to cherish his own planta- 
tion ; to care for his servants; to look after bis stud." 

Only five entire states, Maine, New Hampshire, Ohio, New York, and Missouri, voted 
against the two-third rule. It was evident that Van Buren was believed to be odious among 
the people, evervwhere ; yet, had Ritchie said the word, Van Buren would have had the 
nomination, such is thepower of leaders to combine for the spoils, in the way that will pro- 
mote their interest. Walker was strong acainst Van Buren ; and Rantoul, whom Tyler 
wanted to make secretary of the treasury, spoke against Butler, and for the two-thirds. Mar- 

S' said little, but set others forward. Van Buren got 146 votes at first, and went down gradu- 
ly to 99. M'Nulty, the ex-clerk of Congress, was strong for Van Buren. Frazer of Pa., 
who was in Buchanan's confidence, canvassed and made speeches for Polk ; and Cave John- 
son announced for Blair and Rives that they would go for the nominee, be he who he might. 
Senator Allen, of Ohio, S. Medary, B. Tappan, Jacob Brinkerhoff, and Dr. Alex. Duncan, 
were for V. B. Senators Hannegan (the son of an Irish emigrant], and Haywood, were for 
Cass. In replv to Walker, Butler saia " he was very sorry, indeed, to find his friends, Messrs. 
Walker, of Mississippi, and Saunders, of N. Carolina, referring to the precedent of 1840; the 
log-cabin, hard cider, coon hunting precedent c^ 1840. He could stamp them under his feet 
(he was understood to say, stamping violently on the floor as he spoke)." Walker rejoined 
that Butler's was the finest specimen of tall vaulting he had seen of a long time. Walker, in 
1840, was a Van Buren delegate to Baltimore. 

I was present at a large meeting in tlie Park, N. Y., on June 4th, to respond to the nomina- 
tion of Polk and Dallas, and heard a letter from Van Buren read, which nad been addressed 
to Gansv. Melville and others, from Lindenwald, June 3, 1844 : 

i:^' I have known Messrs. Polk and Dallas long and intimately. I have had flnequent 
f^ opportunities for personal observation of Aeir conduct in the discharge of high and respon- 
i;^ sible public duties. The latter has by my appointment represented the country abroad 
jS^ with credit and usefulness ; they are both gentlemen possessed of high character ; of un- 
i;^ questioned and unquestionable patriotism and integrity ; able to discharge the duties of the 
i:^ stations for which they have been respectively nominated, with advantage to the countr}', 
O" and honor to themselves. Concurring with them in the main, in the political principles 
T^ by which their public lives have been hitherto distinguished, I am sincerely desirous for 
gj * their success." 

At a similar meeting held in Faneuil Hall, Boston, Mr. Bancroft said : that man who would 
agree to a mean submission to England, as to Oregon, let him turn aside and not vote 
for Polk— that as to Texas, Polk would not be found a lackey, taking his cue from St. 
James's ; that there would be no war with Mexico ; and that the con ver tion " looked with one heart 
to Young Hickory of Tennessee. Startling was the eflect when the delegation from Maine an- 
nounced its vote for James K. Polk ! Cheering, most cheering followed the plumper trom 
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New Hampshire. And then, ere the final result was announced, came the unanimous vote 
of Massachusetts, and in succession, the unanimous vote of every state." Greneral Cass's suc- 
cess in Georgia and Alabama is accounted for by a reference to his eflforts to harass the poor 
Indians. Half the Globe of March 31, 1834, is filled with his strictures on the Supreme Court 
for its honest decision of the Georgia question. He concludes, " First, that civilized com- 
munities have a right to take possession of a countr)', inhabited by barbarous tribes, to as- 
sume jurisdiction over them, and to * combine within narrow limits,' or, in other words, to ap- 
propriate to their own use, such portion of the Territory, as they think proper. Second, that 
in the exercise of this right, sudi communities are the judges of the extent of jurisdiction to be as- 
sumed, and of Territory to be acquired.'* He then argues, that this power of judging rests with 
the States, the legislatures of which may subject Indians, who have not pelded up their sove- 
reignty, to what laws they please. As Van Buren was of Jackson's opinion, and as Jackson, 
Butler, Woodbury, and all the cabinet were of one mind (for so saith Cass), the removal of the 
Cherokees, and the bloodhounds set upon the Seminoles was surely glory enough ! The In- 
dians were driven westward, just a hundred years from the time when John Wesley had land- 
ed at Savannah, a missionary of Christ to convert them. That teacher of teachers got a lesson 
there. A ^and jury of the colonists indicted him as a law-breaker, and the magistrates pro- 
nounced his departure a flight from justice ! Ninet}'- years after, and with the express per- 
mission of the President of the United States, Samuel A. Worcester went to preach to these 
Indians, was arrested for so doing, ordered for four years to the penitentiary of Georgia, and 
only released when the Supreme Court of the Union had, through Mr. Justice McLeairs excel- 
lent and logical argument and decision, pronounced a barbarous law and the action thereon, 
null and void. 

Colonel Young, at Baltimore, was true to Van Buren, and opposed the canvass for Polk 
as long as he could. A letter from a friend at the Convention, to nis friend here, says, " CoL 
" Young is quite in a rage, and even hints that the friends of the other candidates have con- 
" spired to defiraud V. B. Every delegate from Pennsylvania was pledged under hand and 
" seal to vote for V. B., but several of the most active of them visited Buchanan previously, 
." at Washington, who told them to support a motion that would be made for a two-third rule, 
" and aiter that do as they pleased. Twelve out of five-and-twenty did so, and when V. B.'s 
" day had gone past, arrangements were made to bring forward the Texan candidate. Young 
"declares that Cass, Calhoun, Woodbury, Walker, and even Johnson, are among the con- 
" spirators ; ancf that the democratic platform, of fidelity to instructions, is knocked from under 
** our feet, the party cleft in twain, and Texas and its abominations, tied round our necks like 
" a millstone. Texas is to be acquired by propa^andism and incorporation, the principles 
" which drove Europe into arms against the amoitious and reckless spirits in the French re- 
'* public. By encouragement, secret sometimes, avowed when it was thought best, Italy, 
** Switzerland, the Rhenish provinces, the T}to1, Belgium, &c. were induced to revolt against 
" the existing powers. Tyranny used the form and sacred name of liberty to induce these 
" countries to exchange one set of masters for another — the imperial decree went forth, and 
" liberty and annexation, of the true Texan stamp, went hand in hand. Where are an- 
" nexing principles to terminate 1 At Cape Horn 1 Al the north pole 1 Shall we annex 
" Cuba, St. Domingo, Jamaica, the whole West Ladies, enpassamt, with slavery as a scat of 
" shade or veil to liberty's brightness, and all to uphold our * peculiar institutions V If we try, 
" I fear that the example of France will keep good throughout." Young's passion cooled. 
He headed the electoral ticket which gave the votes of N. Y. to Polk and Dallas, and they 
owe to New York not only their nomination, but also their election ; nor could Van Buren, in 
1836, have been elected without New York. He richly deserved his fate in 1840 and '44. 

Van Buren's friend, O'Sullivan. in the party journal here, the Democratic Review, let the 
cat out of the bag, and confessed that the leaders considered public virtue j;^ all a humbug 
I quote the number for April, 1843 : ** Since the election of 1840, we have pretty much ceased 
" to speak of, or confide in, the ' intelligence of the people.' . . . We confess we could 
" hardly forbear exclaiming in vexation and contempt, ' well, after all, nature will out j the 
" poor devils, if we but let them alone, will make cattk of themselves, and why should we 
" waste our time and substance in trying to hinder them from making themselves cattle V 
" . . . If we wish to secure to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of freedom and 
" good government, we must procure stronger guarantees than popular sulrage and popular 
" virtue and intelligence. . . . Suffrage rests for its basis, as a guarantee of freedom and 
" good government, on the assumed intelligence and virtue of the people. Now this may be 
" very beautifbl in theory, but when we come to practice, this virtue and intelligence of the 
** people is all a kumbu^" When the election of Polk and Dallas had put our slanderers into 
power again, their Review wheeled round, and hoist^ up the millions from their place with the 
cattle to the old perfectional standard of 1^9. 

A brief sketch of the life of Gteorge Mifflin Dallas of Philadelphia would induce many 
readers to conclude like me, that what is called democracy, the democratic party, is, so far 
as most of the leaders or chiefs are concerned, an agreement to hunt together after public 
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plundfir, or to divide it among the initiated when obtained, by a sort of scale previously agreed 
on. Dallas, the champion of the U. S. bank in 1832, was Van Buren's choice, as ambai^ador 
to Russia, in 1837, ana the selection of the leaders at Baltimore, in 18^, for Vice President of 
the U. S., with the cry of eternal hostility to a National Bank ! If I cannot put such men to 
shame, I can and dare express for their mean conduct that contempt which a true republican 
ought to feel. 

Ueoi-^e M. Dallas was bom on the 10th of July, 1792, at Philadelphia— is the eldest son of 
Alexander James Dallas, a lawyer of Scotch extraction or birth, who came to America in 
1783, became Secretary of the U. S. Treasury last war, died in Jan. 1817, and is spoken of by 
Col. Duane as artful, ambitious, one of the worst of the public men of that age. While at 
(he head of the Treasury, Oct. 17, 1814, he thus describes the effect of the pet bank system, 
which, equally aware of its viciousness, his son George and M. Van Buren united in 1834, to 
re-establish. 

"The multiplication of banks in tbo several states has so increased the quantity of paper currency, that it 
" would be difficult to calculate its amount ; and still more difficult to ascertain itt value, with reference to tlw 
" capital on which it has been issued. But the benefit of even this paper currency is in a great measure lost, 
'* as the suspension of payments in specie at most of the banks has suddenly broke the chain of accommodatioii, 
^ that previomly extended the credit and the circulation of the notes which were emitted in one state into 
** every state in the Union. It may in general be affirmed, therefore, that there exists at this time no adequate 
" circulating medium common to the citizens of the United States. The monied transactions of private life aie 
*' at a stand ; and the fiscal operations of government labor under extreme inconvenience. It is impossibla 
** that such a state of things should be long endured." 

With the above official statement, addressed to J. W. Eppes, chairman of the Ways and 
Means in Congress, he sent the plan of a new National Bank as the remedy, and his plan 
was, 1st; that it should be chartered for 20 years, with power to place its branches anjrwnere 
through the states, 50 millions capital, 100,000 shares of $500 each7-2d, that corporationB, 
companies or individuals might subscribe for 30 millions, and the United States government 
be a partner, holding 20 millions of the stock— 3d, that of the 30 millions, four-tifths, or 91 
millions, should be paid in certificates of public debt, and 6 millions in specie, the payments to 
be at stated period&--4th, that the U. S. should pay its 20 millions in stock, (obligations to pay 
at some future time,) and the bank lend the Umtea States government 30 noilllons of dollars at 
6 per cent interest !--5th, that neither the capital, the notes, nor the deposites or dividendB 
should be taxed, either by the U. S. or any state, aiid that no other bank should be diartered by 
Congress — 6th. that there should be 15 directors, of whom the President of the U. S. should 
choose five, one of whom to be the bank president, and the ten to be chosen annually 1^ the 
other stockholders, voting in proportion to their shares, by proxy or in person — and 7th, that 
the bank paper should be a good payment in all pa3rments to the United States. At the same 
time, Mr. Dallas proposed a tax of 30 cents a gauon on all home distilled whiskey, gin, &c., 5 
cents per lb. on tobacco and snufi^ 3 cents per lb. on home made leather, 7 per cent on home 
made paper, $300,000 on lawyers* processes, $250,000 on conveyances and mortgages, and 
100 per cent addition to the U. S. direct taxes, as the Customs revenues, which even a Jesse 
Hoyt could not reduce below ten millions, did not exceed four in war times. I mention these 
things to remind the prosperous that a war now would be their ^atest enemy. 

Geoi^e M. Dallas was taught law b}r his father, went to Russia as Albert Gallatin's secretary 
in April, 1813, in his 21st year, married Miss Nicklin, the daughter of a Philadelphia mer- 
chant, and was appointed in Feb. 1817, Solicitor to the United States Bank. In 1824, he went 
for Calhoun as President— was mayor of Philadelphia in 1828, and in 1829 appointed by Jack- 
son the U. S. District Attorney for Pennsylvania, the legislature of which sent him to the U. 
S. Senate in 1831. In 1832 he was entrusted by Nicholas Biddle with the petition of the U. S. 
Bank for a new charter for 15 years, which charter he reported, as chairman of the Senate^ 
committee, and was throughout its unwearied and willing advocate. He declared the institution 
to be very useful, even indispeTUoMe^he made many speeches in its favor, aflBuming, Jan. SO. 
that the bank was " enacted under the influence of the purest motives, for admiraWe purposes." 
He voted with Clay and Webster to put down a proposition requiring the consent oi the States 
to the establishment of branch banks — he voted against Benton's amendment which went to pre- 
vent foreigners from holding stock — and against Marcy's reserving to Congress the right to 
repeal the charter, and to the states to tax the bank ; also against White's requiring the bank to 
pay 3 per cent, on deposits. The bill passed June 11th, Dallas voting for it July 10, Jackson 
vetoed the bill, and declared it unconstitutional ; but with Clay and Webster, Dallas, on the 
13th, voted against the veto, and that the bill was constitutional and ought to pass. w. Wilp 
kins, his brother-in-law, voted with him ; and on July 7, 1836, he wrote his memorable letter, 
in which he said : " Of the Constitutional power of the National Government to create a BAmc 
I did not then, nor do I now CTUertain a douk. Of the ability of Congress to create such a bank 
as would be a safe machine of finance and a serviceable agent in preserving a sound curren- 
cy, I THEN was, and still am, convinced." His opposition to the scheme for converting the U. 
S. Bank into a State Bank, evinced great judgment and foresight. Even the United States 
Gazette now condemns that act As a State Bank it sought to monopolize the cotton trade of 
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the south, and failed. It obtained the state stocks of Michigan and Indiana, and pledged them 
in London for more than they were worth. " The United States Bank, by a suspension of 
specie payments, had forfeited its charter. Its effects were about to pass into the hands of Re- 
ceivers, when a Van Buren Governor [Porter] and Senate interposed, and not only saved its 
life and leejalized a protracted suspension, but allowed the stockjobbers to receive dividends 
while the Bank was paying its debts in irredeemable paper !" So saith Weed. The Schuyl- 
kill failed at the same time, and such was the maraiity of the legislature and Gov. Porter, that 
they allowed the Pennsylvania banks to divide 6 and 7 per cent, as profits, when they were 
openly bankrupt. If the misery caused to thousands by the sinking of 36 millions of capital 
in the Schuylkill and U. S. Banks could be seen by the people, no such departures from the 
laws of trade and currency would again be allowed. 

The Baltimore Convention which nominated Polk and Dallas resolved, that they were op- 
posed to the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands among the states. On July 3a, 
1832, in Senate, Dallas and his brother-in-law, Wilkins, voted for Clay's bill to distribute the 
proceeds of the public lands among the states, and that not by instructions, but as their unbi- 
assed opinion. Clay, Ewing, Bell, Webster, Frelinghuysen, Poindexter, and Dickerson were 
on the same side, and the bill passed. So, too, on Internal Improvements, Dallas went with 
Clay in 1832, against Benton, Van Buren and Jackson— and, in 1837, Van Buren made him 
his Kussian ambassador, offered him a seat in his cabinet in 1839, and in 1844 wrote to the 
citizens of New York, that he approved of him as the candidate of the cmtirbank party for the 
office of Vice-President ! In lo33. Wolf appointed Dallas attorney-general of Pennsylvania. 
In Senate, in 1832, Dallas voted against inquiring into Van Buren's conduct and in favor of 
his appointment as ambassador to England. To be true to Van Buren and his confederates, 
and able to serve the leaders, was the real test in 1837, and something akin to it is the test now. 
The decision Dallas gave, as Vice-President, in March, 1845, that those who framed the law 
for paying mileage to senators intended to place it in the power of the President of tlie U. S., 
by calling a new session of the Senate to-morrow, as a successor to that which closes to-day, to 
'pay the senators over $30,000 for travelling manv thousand miles to and from Washington, 
wnen not one of them had left the city or travelled the first mile, was so iniquitous that 1 set 
him down at once as little better than a cheat in democratic politics. When the session termi- 
nated, March 3, he decided that the senators, not one of whom had left Washington, were en- 
titled to mileage or travelling charges to and from their homes, however distant, though the 
new executive sitting began within ten hours of the close of the old ! ! Such outrageous con- 
duct encourages men in less elevated stations to act dishonestly. Ashley of Ark. got $1680 — 
Barrow of La., $1840— Johnson, $1840— Sevier of Ark., $1680— Atchison of Mo., $1336— 
Breese and Semple of Ills.. $1480 each— Jamagin of Tenn., $1200— Woodbridge of Mich., 
$903 — Bagby and Lewis oi Ala., $960 each-— and so on for the others. Had this man not 
been a profligate pretender, he had not received the support of Van Buren. I think it was one 
of Bennett's Herald correspondents who exposed this mlquity in detail. He stated that Daniel 
C. Dickinson, not satisfied with receiving pay for two journeys never performed, tried hard to 
be paid for three ! How painful it is to have to write in this way of a man who was voted 
for oy millions of. men as the V. P. of the republic ! 

V. P. Dallas is an excellent speaker, a man of prepossessing and dignified deportment, and 
winning, comteous manners; and has the reputation of being a good scholar. He is tail, 
spare, and has an intellectual look, with a high, narrow forehead, thickly covered with long 
silvery locks. 

THOMAS RITCHIE. 
The Editor of The Union^ at Washington, is about seventy years of age— tall, thin, spare, and 
rather bent — has a long, thin face, with a fine, bright eye, and a very prominent nose, but has 
lost his teeth. His gait is quick, restless, and somewhat tremulous ; he is neat in his dress, 
fond of talking, and unwearied in industry ; possesses tact, talent, great knowledge of men 
and things -, is a lively old gentleman, affable, courteous, polite ; an editQr of 42 years* stand- 
ing, having comimenced the Richmond Elnquirer in his native state, on the 19th of May, 1804, 
and left it with his sons, William F. and Thomas Ritchie, Junior, in the summer of 1844, when 
he removed to Washington to take charge of Polk's new paper. Mr. Ritchie entered active 
life as a teacher or usher in Richmond, was married on the 7th of February, 1807, to Miss Isa- 
bella, daughter of Dr. William Foush^e, sometime postmaster of Richmond, and who died in 
1824, aged 75. In 1807, Ritchie was an enthusiastic advocate of home manufactures. That 
year, in December, Mr. Monroe and family returned to Richmond from abroad, and at a Vir- 
ginia Welcome given to him, the governor being in the chair, the sixth regular toast was, 
** American Manufhctures, the true support of genuine independence"— received with three 
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cheers. Next first of June, a meetui£^ was held at the capilol, Richmond, the governor presid- 
ing, and Ritchie secretary ; when his (Ritchie's) father-in-law proposed that a committee bliould 
be named " to digest a plan for the establishment of manulactmes," and tlie governor named 
the late President Monroe, William Wirt, Peyton Randolph, George Hav, Ace. The meeting 
also resolved with one accord to appear at the next 4lh ol July dressed in articles the manu- 
facture of some of the states. In 1829, Ritchie and his Enquirer had veered round to a nullifi- 
cation of protecting tarifls — ^now he is for just enough of a tariff to keep the wheels of govern- 
ment well greased. Mr. Ritchie's family is large and well educated, and his daughters are 
married into wealthy and respectable Virginia families. I can easily imagine the immense in- 
^ ^. , .. .. ,. , . jwouldexer- 

' referring to 
ve theatre of 
action. 

Ritchie has always been what is called a democrat, but of the truckling, timewserving kind. 
Leprgett told him, through the Evening Post, that he was a political hypocrite and trickster- 
John Randolph, that he was a man of " seven principles : five loaves and two fishes" — the elder 
Duane (Sept. 1816) described him as the " self-convicted sycophant and toolof part)r"— Brooka 
of the Express represents him as a very able, but narrow, contracted, selfish bigot-^and Horace 
Greeley (June 3, 1845,) sums up his politics as follows : 



*' When it was Democratic to assail Gen. Jackson as utteriy unlit for Civil or Political trust, no man i 
him more fiercely than Thomas Ritchie. But when, a few years thereafter, it became Democratic to commend 
Gen. Jackson as the paragon of Statesmanship and trustwMthiness, no man laid it on tlilcker than ThomM 
Ritchie. In 1838, it was Democratic to advocate One Term only for a President, and Mr. Ritchie was very 
earnest for that In 1832 and 1840, it was Democratic to support a President tot a tucmi term, and Mr. Ritchie 
did his utmost on tkat, side. In *S9-30, it was Democratic to advocate the NnllUyiag doctrines of Calhoun aad 
Hayne, and declare them the very counterpart of ' the Resolutions of 'B8,' and Mr. Ritchie did this vary 
thoroughly. In 1833-3, it was Democratic to condemn Nullification as utterly inconsistent with orthodox De- 
mocracy, and Mr. Ritchie did ikit quite eflfectively. In 1834-5, it was Democratic to pnise the Pet Banks Sys- 
tem, and nolmdy did it more heartily than Mr. Ritchie. In 1838, it had become Democratic to go the whole Hog 
for the Sub-Treasury and denounce the Pet Banks ; and though this was the hardest dose he had had yet, Mr. 
Ritchie gulped it down tox Democracy's sake. Nobody was m(He ardent than Mr. R. in support of Van Bumb 
while ' Democracy* smiled on him ; nobody did more to crush Mr. V. B. when Southern ' Democracy * turned 
against him. Nay, more : our paragon of Democrats can be on both sides of a vital question at the same time 
when the interests of * Democracy ' require it— can advocate Dorrism for the North and stand flat by Slavecy 
in the Sooth— can sympathize with the vlcUms of * Algerlne * tyranny in Rhode Island, but breathe not a 
whisper of dissatisfaction at the Constitution of his own Virginia which not only denies any vote at all to a 
poor white man while it allows his rich neighbor a dozen, but actually vesu the Political Power of the State la 
about one-third of its Legal Vote " 

Ritchie can scold, fret, a^a be as abusive as John Van Buren when he like&— can sneer at 
Noah as " the Swiss mercenary"— mock John Tyler, as being on his return to the path of de- 
mocracy " now that he knows the whig party" — and hold up Jackson as a tyrant and a mur- 
derer, a curse and a blessing. 

One of his subscribers thus addresses him, Sept. 25, 1838 : 

** I like to show my colon sometimes. I went with you for the gun-boats, and against them, under Jeftnon, 
and for the war, and acralnst the gun-boats, under Madison. I followed you and Jefiferson against the bank, 
ditto to you and Madison when he went for the bank. I read your paper and supported Monroe when yon and 
he went against Jackson, and I turned against Adams, todth and toe-nail ; and went for Jackson when yon dkl 
the like. I loaded my fowllng-plece when they began to talk about light-houses In the skies. I went for the 
proclamation, and against the proclamation In spots, and, aAer that, I resolved not to split the party for any- 
thing, and swallowed the removal of the deposiu, the protest, the black lines, and last, thouch not least, Mr. 
Van Buren and Col. Dick Johnson. But I confess I'm bothoed now. I want light, and would like to Imow, 
when It Is convenient, whether I must go for principles without men, or men without principles 1" 

Ritchie has been often chosen printer to the Virginia Legislature, and he pretended great In- 
dependence of office in 1829, becaiise his strictures on Jackson had left little nope of his getting 
am'thing valuable then in that quarter. His letters, page 214 to 216, show his views for the 
public eye. He is poor, lives in splendor, is a speculator, bets high, tihiough not on General 
Jackson [see page 240], and advocates, through his Union, the turning out of the most upri^t 
public servants, if they are not as slavish to party and leaders in power as spaniels to the whip. 
" A Benjamin W. Greene of Richmond (says Blair's Globe) conmienced without any capital 
except his assurance," became a great speculator and jockey, dealt in Texas lands and every- 
thing ; and when Dabney disappeared, a defaulter for hundreds of thousands, Greene wa« 
arrested as having had a large share of the spoil, and sent to jail, but not kept there long. 
Ritchie, his friend, sympathized with the evil-doers ; Mallory, a confederate, was arrested, bul 
he, too, had backers. One thing is certain, Ritchie's pecuniary embarrassments were increased 
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by these explosions ; and his errand at Washington, like Marcy's, is to patch his pantaloons, or, 
in other words, make money, by monopolizing the printing of the executive, the departments, 
the Senate, and the House of Representatives : ana charging some $50,000 to S75,000 more 
for doing it than regular printers, bred to the business, could fairly exact. In other words, he 
and his partner are getting some $65,000 a year, over and above an honest compensation, that 
being their share (in part) of the spoils of party, with the principle of plunder tor its grip and 
countersign, as per last settlement at Baltimore. 

When Major Lewis and Mr. Polk quarrelled, Lewis had published a letter from Jackson 
10 him, dated April 8, 1&45, which showed that he was much displeased with Polk for dis- 
carding Blair. He says, " The Globe is to be bought ; by what political clique, and to sub- 
serve what interest 1 Is the renegade politician *♦*♦**♦ to have an interest 1 Who 
would trust him in politics or for money 1" Some say the seven stars meant Gener^ Simon 
Cameron of the Senate : others strangely affirm that it was intended for Thomas Ritchie ! 
One thing is certain. All other prints taken together, scarcely combined half the enmity and 
bitterness toward Jackson that was manifested by Ritchie and his backers through The 
ENauiRER, from the moment they knew that he [Jackson] intended to compete with tiie 
dynasty of Virginia for the imperial purple. [See Burr's letter, No. 296, page &9.] 

In December, 1818, Jackson was violently attacked in the Enquirer as having set the U. S. 
government at defiance in the last war, and insulted it 

" I do not intend to follow him through the war he conducted against the Creeks in 1813-14. 
I mention the bloody massacre of Talapooze, only to express my grief for it ; shame and 
abhorrence. * * * The historian admits, that the general well knew they had ample 
reason for their des^ration: and the general nimself tells the world, in his official despatch, 
chat, after ^e pursuit, or rather hunt (literally with fire and sword), and the carnage had con- 
tinued tiU darkness covered and concealed his miserable victims ; after he was apprised, that 
of their thousand warriors not half an hundred remained ; alter a whole night to cool and re- 
flect orij the next morning the hunt and slaughter * ice9e resumed^ and sixteew{all that could be 
found), * of^ enemy slam, who had amceaied themselves under the banks.* Yet I will not urge 
tiiat as a peculiar reproach against Grcneral Jackson, which I rather regard as a stain upon 
my country. History will record that his bloody deeds were received by his countrjrmen with 
general applause, while the clemency of colonel Pearson was re^garded with contempt and re- 
sentment. Tndy, sir, American avarice of Indian lands is equal to Spanish avarice of Indian 
gMP 

Ritchie next reminds Jackson that he had got a grant from these poor crushed Creeks ; that 
he (Ritchie) was sorry to say that which might aScct his [Jackson's] private character, but 
that the transaction was- such a one as the U. S. Senate had absolutely refused to sanction. 
He accuses Jackson of wanton tyranny at New Orleans in proclaiming martial law ; adding, 
that " The ready resort to violent measures in all situations of difficulty is generally the resmt 
of weakness of understanding and wickedness of heart combined." That Jackson ** rests his 
defence upon the tyrant's plea, necessity" — ^but that, " During the arduous struggle of the re- 
" volution, martial law was never once proclaimed. Amidst the distraction of a civil war, 
** when refugees and tories were embodied in the service of the enemy, and their friends and 
" kindred dispersed over the country, General Washington, though for a time clothed with al- * 
" most dictatorial powers, never proclaimed martial law. When General Green was flyinr 
" before Lord Cornwallis through the Carolinas, and his enemy was deriving almost as muS 
" aid from the tories as he could obtain from the whigs of that country, he yet never proclaimed 
" martial law." 

Ritchie's journal proceeds to accuse Jackson of continuing this extraordinary rule ^* during 
his ninety days' t3rranny," when war had ceased, and of trampling on the freedom of the press, 
and on tne institutions of his countrv, of insulting a judge on the bench, banishing him, ex- 
posing his function to contempt. '' He demanded [says the Enquirer] leave to abuse and 
vilify the judge ! The written defence he offered, being rejected by the court, was printed. I 
should smile at its sophistry, if I were not alarmed at its audacity, and disgusted at the impu- 
dence with which he pleads, as his protection from summary punishment, die very constitu- 
tion and laws he had so long and so recklessly trampled under foot ; and denies his own plea 
of necessity as a proper foundation for the known settled practice of our courts of justice in 
cases of contempt. He was fined a thousand dollars. In the course of the hearing he inter- 
rupted, insulted and browbeat the judge on the judgment-seat." The ENauiRER goes on to 
describe Uie deaths of Arbuthnot and Ambrister as wanton, cruel, unmanly murders. " Thus, 
air, has an American officer [Jackson] destroyed the lives of two of ms fellow-creatures, 
without any rightful power, without any adequate motive, and with such indecent precipi- 
tancy as hardly to give time for prayer in the interval betvireen judgment and death. Humai^ 
tty bleeds at the recital ; and national pride sinks in the American heart, oppressed with the 
load of shame and griei'. He has abrogated the known laws of nations, and promulgated a 
new code of his own, conceived in madness or folly and written in blood ; he has, in fine, 
violated all laws human and divine, and violated them with impunity." 
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On the extracts just quoted from the Richmond Enquirer, I need offer no remarks— but 
any one who will look carelully upon the course taken by Jackson towards Calhoun, must 
be sensible that Ritchie, as the author (or publisher, if some friend of his was the anonymous 
writer^ of them, was, to the hour of Jackson's death, looked upon as his malignant slanderer. 
Yet Messrs. Polk, Walker, Marcy, Cave Johnson, Bancroft and Mason hasten to turn out of 
office a person in whom Jackson fully confided, and to place in his stead Ritchie, whoso prem 
had represented him to his countr3rmen as an inhuman monster, unfit to live — until his popu- 
larity became boundless, and had then meanly swallowed every offensive and violent expres- 
sion, and become his most fkwning parasite ! ! All this Polk and his confederates did, as an 
annoyance and vexation to the old warrior, shortly before he breathed his last— and vet they, 
one and all, uplifted the stave to praise Jackson in death ! ! A strange proof this of their sin- 
ceri^ ! Hating, like Crawford, the emigrant, as he does, also, seeminglv, the New England- 
er, Ritchie supported Crawford and the caucus, with Van Buren in 1824 ; and said of Jack- 
son, " We would deprecate his election as a curse to our country." This is the democrat (I) 
on whom some $50,000 to $75,000 aryear are besto'wed, by Polk and Walker, and Marcy 
and the party ! This is the independent patriot who would not be the hanger-on of power, 
and who disliked to see editors rewarded by and becoming the stipendiaries caUie Executive ! 
Tis a waste of time and words to ask what are Ritchie's wii^es or principles, for is it not 
evident by his past career, that he is a plausible pretender to patriotism, with art enough to 
keep up appearances before the people, and ever ready to sell his influence to the highest 
bidder 1 [See Nos. 147a, 179 a, \19b, and 239, in pages 201, 214, 215, and 340.] 

Mr. Ritchie's old fiicnds, the Virginia planters, breed slaves as an article of commerce ; 
and Texas is a great mart for their unchristian traffic ; his fkmily and connections are also 
deeply interested in Texan lands and scrip. He was, therefore, with Calhoun, ready to risk 
war rather thaa not add Texan senators to the Senate, and secure the power of slaTeiy 
as onmipotent in the government To his wholesale slanders, through Mr. Polk's UtUtm^ in- 
tended to injure me with the American people, I offer no reply here ; and as to the dreaoflil 
tragedv in which his son was such a conspicuous actor, and which resulted in the death of 
Mr. Pleasants, he probably could not prevent it, and doubtless suffered much pain from it. 

Greene of Richmond, according to Dr. Mayo, page 119, is interested in Texas lands, over 
$100,000. He is son-in-law to T. Ritchie, and a bankrupt. Of course, annexation will aid 
him powerfully. The Tribune states, on personal knowledge, that Texas lands, scrip, Ac. 
are exercising a powerful influence over the press. 

THE POSTAGE LAW, 

Though not perfection, is one of the great and, I trust, enduring improvements of the age. 
President Polk has given us Cave Johnson for postmaster-general, whose narrow mind or 
interest in slavery made him opjpose that law in Congress. Of his administration I can sajr 
Imt little. Those who ought to know, tell me that there are no adequate checks in his depart- 
ment. Is he the man to devise and apply a^y such ? When this excellent measure was at 
its third reading. Colonel McDuffie of S. C.^pale and in bad health, rose to oppose it, because 
it would be a burthen on the treasury, and President Polk sings the same song in his mes- 
sage. He would " limit its expenditure to its income." When it was to expend many ndl- 
lions to drive Uie Indians from Florida, for the comfort of the slave-owners, and to risk war 
with Mexico. &c., by ^e Texas move ; when it was to pay millions of revenue for armies, 
navies, and me apparatus of war, to support the slave system ; in these things Cave Johnson 
and James K. PoUc willingly assented. Is not intelligence for all, as weU worthv a small and 
temnorar}' protection as the others 1 Is not intelligence a defence I Is not knowledee power 7 
Ana is not cheap postage of letters and papers a great means of increasing knowledge 1 The 
cost of northern postage is almost doubled to pay for canjing the mails to tne different localities 
in the south, where few receive or send letters except a few great slave-holding families. Onr 
postmaster here has an income far beyond the intention of the law, or the heads of deput- 
meats at Washington. His duties are very plain, and be has an army of auxiliaries. Why 
should a man at Richmond, Cincinnati, Buflralo or Rochester get a box for 81 cv $1), and tie 
obliged to pay $4 here 1 Is this uniformity 1 Are not the boxes a great convenience to the 
post-office 1 Why tax the small traders here four dollars, or deprive them of a right, in order 
to put an enormous perquisite, perhaps $10,000, into an officer's well-filled wallet ? McDuflte 
is about 55 years olcf-debilitated — much broken down^-small — homely, with strongly-marked 
characteristics of his Celtic origin. He declares that slavery is the chief comer-stone of re- 
publican institutions— has a clear and logical mind— is not eloquent in the popular sense. 
His language is neither ornate nor imaginative ; but,' in argument, he is clear, logical, and 
peroficuoas. Morris's income must exceed $14,000 a-year. 

Suas Wright is erroneou^y termed an anti-slavery man. That is a mistake. When in- 
vited in the summer of 1837 to a public dinner at Burlington, Vermont, he wrote in his an- 
-wer, that Vermont was the home of his family, and that he left it, at the age of twenty, for 
Ntnv York state, in 1815 (when he came to study law at Sandy Hill)— that van Buren wa^ 
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the rignt-arm of Tompkins, last war, when he sustained the Union; that "those fanatics (the 
abolitionists) are already attempting to agitate the public mind as to the evil of slavery in the 
abstract," although " they knew well that any attempt to abolish slavery in the district of Co- 
lumbia, while it exists in the surrounding statcft of Maryland and Virginia, cannot have the 
effect to give freedom to a single slave, but would compel their transfer to new masters in the 
slave states." Wright is opposed to the one term princijile fjr the p^esidenc5^ He wrote to 
Ohio, Dec. 1842, that " the political fate of her [N. Y.] vice-«presidents has been satisfactory 
to her republicans, because they were permitted to serve out the time anticipated by their 
fnends. . . Not so with the Presidents, they have been permitted to present. He [V. B.J served 
but one term," &c. Wright voted for the Ashburton treaty ; and at Herkimer in 1838, pre- 
pared the resolve for Throop's nomination. He went Jackson as a sad necessity. The harsh 
correspondence in 1819 between Scott and Jackson is not forgotten. On the 4th of July anni- 
versary dinner in 1820, at Albany, Van Buren presided, and one of the regular toasts was — 
" Major-Generals Peter B. Porter and Winfield Scott — ^they were among tiie first, and the last, 
and the best in the field." Jackson's services were not even noticed, nor his name mentioned, 
not even as a volunteer. Just eight years later, Van Buren was intriguing for Jackson aU 
over the Union. Here is a specimen : 

Mr. Van Bui«n to C. A. Wickliffe. " New York, July 8, 182a 

" My Dear Sir, — I have received yours at this place, and thank you for it You may as- 
sure your friends in Kentucky, that the vote of this state will be stronger for Greneral Jackson 
than his most sanguine friends anticipated. Of three-fourths there is not the slightest eUmbt, I 
care not who you show this letter to, tmt keep fM <nd of thje neiospapers. In haste, your iriend, 

M. Van Buren." 

The same to T. P. Moore. Same date. — " Our friends abroad may calculate tnik absohOe 
certamhf on at least three-fourths of the votes of this state. There is tio d&uUofU, Nothing 
short of the death of our candidate can, I think, prevent it. If Barry [W. T.l succeeds in 
your state, the administration will find it extremely difficult to keep their troops in the field in 
this. ... M. Van Buren." 

I find Thomas P. Moore amongst the Polk appointments of last month — as Indian AgenI 
on the Upper Missouri. The above letters to him and Wickliffe, were intended to operate on 
the election of the Grovemor of Kentucky. When President, Van Buren, after making a 
show of unwillingness, ratified the Seneca Indian Treat)", illegally, for he knew that two-third* 
of the Senate had not voted for it. The way in which the Indians are treated renders it any- 
thing but surprising that they should thirst for vengeance. Van Buren visited Tammany 
Hall in March last. M. V. B. at Tammany Hall ! Mike Walsh in prison ! ! and Butler, 
Price, Swartwout, Hoyt, Dabney, Greene, Levis, Boyd and Hawkins, not in prison ! ! ! Is 
this arrangement TFrightl 
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It was with reason that Lord Coke exclaimed, " Miserable, miserable, is the slavery of that 
people among whom the law is either unsettled or unknown !" And that it is unsettled in 
America, any one who has looked at the conflicting decisions of our courts will readily 
acknowledge. We cling to the feudal jurisprudence of England, and refuse to reduce flic 
rules by which men are to be guided in society to scientific arrangements, with good laws, and 
the examples beside the precept. We speak of giving thirty millions for a steam na"\T— much 
better would it be for us to call together from all parts of the Union, aye of the earth, men 
famed for their learning of law, and ask them to solve tlie questions. Whether it is possible for 
youths to become acquainted with law enough to entitle them to plead for their neighbors, 
without requiring a library of thousands of volumes filled with the conflicting decisions of 
jurists, the statutes, ordinances, and real or supposed usages of the old world and the new t 
Whether, it is impossible to obtain for the magistracy of this republic, a clear, concise, popular, 
yet upright code, which its 3500 judges and justices might comprehend and apply in lieu of the 
COMMON law of England, much of which, according to a learned recorder or New York (who 
has since exchanged the duty of charging juries for that of discharging mail-bags), is unknown, 
never having been either written or printed % 

A mysterious prescription by the faculty of medicine, said to be in daily use, is: "R. — Pnlv. 
Pip. Rub. ; Hyd. Chlor. Sod. ; Acid. Acet. ; Mel. Desp. ; Aqu. Fluv., M. Ft. Garg. sig. ; Sum. 
p. r. n." Even this " pip. rub. sod." is not so metaphysical as our anglo-democratic law, for 
Dr«. Mott or R. Nelson could tell that it is an advice to " take red pepper, salt, vinesrar, honey, 
and water, mix and make into a gargle," often aseful enough in fevers and sore throat; but 
in common law, even the learned professors cannot agree either as to the modes or remedies 
of procedure to get the good of them. Clinton vai.ily recommended a legal code in 1825, to a 
backtail legislature; Brougham, Romilly, Bentham and Mackintosh are among the advocates 
of a system or code of rules lbund«l on a natural arrangement of those actions which are the 
•ubjects of legislation. Major Green, of the Boston Post, truly remarks, that 
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" A citizen may «udy tlic Revised Statutes and all the state laws till he can repeat every 
section, and 5'ct he knows nothing of the offences lor which he maybe triexland punished, un- 
til he finds out what the laws of England are, and what the judges may think proper to apply 
to any case, when they can fmd no ready made law at home. Even the proRiess of civilisar 
tion and common sense in England is not allowed to be applicable to our condition here. An 
absurd, barbarous, tyrannical law, which may have been repealed and driven from the cora- 
munitv in Great Britain, as unjust even in a monarchy, is nevertheless good enough law for 
the free citizens of the United States !" 

The wretched condition of tlie common law, in force here, was clearly shown not many 
months since in the case of O'Connell and others. They were tried in the principal common 
law court of Ireland for a penal offence, kept three months in the penitentiary, pronounced to 
be criminals by the leamea judges and crown lawyers : and then their prison doors were opeiw 
ed ; they were entreated to accept of freedom; the twelve judges of England, with one accord, 
and on oath, had declared that that nart of O'Connell's indictment which the whole of the Irish 
judges had pronounced to be gooa, at common law, was bad, and no law at all ; and that 
O'Connell and his companions were held in unlawful durance. So also said the House of 
Lords ; Lord Chief Justice Denman declaring that the trial was a " mockery, a delusion, and 
a snare." I felt the force of his reasoning, for I was twelve months confined as unlawfully at 
Rochester as O'Connell was at Kilmainham — but for the poor there is but little justice any- 
xdiere. So expensive is an appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States, that my frienos 
found it impossible to raise the money. 

When a railroad is laid out we try to make it as straight and level as possible. Should not 
our law-road be straight also 1 Lawyers are men of as warm, generous, and kindly feelingt 
as other»--4hey are equally honorable — but if society shall continue to honor legal talent 
where it snatches a villain of the deepest dye fixim merited punishment— if Grovemors and 
Judges shall continue to act under an imperfect system:— if the art of the Attorney must be 
learnt, wirti all its technicalities and barbarous " pip. rub. sod. " j)edantry, by the American 
scientific pleader — if the student must set up shop, buy an expensive library, and if he then, 
in nine cases out of ten, finds it impossible to exist as an fumest expounder of royal law, is it 
wonderfol that, Butler like, he joins some stock-jobber to jockey the people through a sham 
bank; or Hoyt like, cring^ to power till he can perch himself in a collector's office, there to 
embezzle wholesale, and fee a legal regiment for defence, out of the plunder 1 Grovemor 
Wnght in his message last January, told the Legislature that " the fewest and simplest law* 
consistent with the security of the great objects to be attained, and the lightest burthens which 
their enforcement will permit, must be the best and wisest execution of the trust " they had 
accepted. Look at their debates and proceedings for the result, and say if a remedy is not 
required 'i The merchant, farmer, landlord, tenant, tradesman, mechanic — all suffer in turn, 
and often very severely, by our defective law system. Grovemor Wright's indicator, the At- 
la«, mocks us with its substitutes for an effectual cure. It is men learned in the law, studions, 
experienced, and practical, that New York must look to for a code — and if we were to pay 
millions for it. never did any people make a wiser purchase. 

As to the Chancery Court, I never Imd an3rthing to do with it until the publication of my 
last book. I opposed its introduction into Upper Canada, as a member of the legislature, not 
because I thougnt the system complete without it, but because I did not believe its substitution 
of secret exathinations in lawyew' offices, for open ones before the world— its practice, exceed- 
ingly arbitrary and artificial, depending on rules made by its adminii^trators, and upon no 
general principle of law — its questionable barriers as to what cases are doubtful, obscure, and 
Sierefore fit for equity courts — its control over money, property, everything, vrith chancery 
judges exported from London, not for their fitness, but in payment of debts political, would he 
an improvement Here, Verplanck, and other enquiring minds, have sought to give an ade- 
quate remedy for constituted abuses, but have failed— and the danger is, that some quack will, 
Van Buren like, prescribe a nostrum even worse than the charlatanrie Uiat now obtains. 

What is wanted is a code of law; a system whereby one judge, presiding in one court, can 
do all — with rules of practice, not of his dictation, but framed and adapted lor his guidance by 
the communit}'. Common Law is built on old precedents — equity also professes to be guided 
by what has been done. If the one can be codified, why may it not include the other 1 If onr 
laws are scientifically arranged and equitable, why have other conflicting jurisdictions with 
unconfined powers 1 If they are loose and confused, are not life and property thereby endan- 
Jeered 1 

" Equity, as a separate system," says Verplanck, " can hardly be said to have worked well 
an}'wherc. Its uncertainty, its immense powers, and still more,'ite delays and expenses, have 
always bem a subject of public complaint Its mode of taking testimony has been pronounced 
by high professional authority to be the very worst ever devised ; dilatory, expensive, and 
opening a door to the grossest pf rjury, and the vilest frauds. Its advantages are, that iti 
powers are great and undefined-— its process strict and searching. So, too, are those of an t» 
bitrary judge in a half-dvilized country, a. Mandarin or a Cadi." 
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Ho\'t has astonished this community by swearing that the letters published in my former 
jMonpnlet are genuine, and asking the profits of publication. With profits I had nothing to do. 
There have teen appeals, bills, demurrers, injunctions, hearings, and decisions. I cared for 
one thing only ; and that was to get the facts before the people. Were their attention well di- 
rected to the Court of Chancery, a change for the better mignt take place speedily. Walworth, 
the Chancellor, I had seen before, when he called at my office, inquiring for his friend Speaker 
Papineau — ^McCoun I had not seen, and only heard of him in die old duel case of Eckford, 
Decatur, &c., and when he took the circuit judge's place in 1831, on the equity side. I think 
the interference of McCoun, as far as copyright was concerned, was a violation of several im- 
portant provisions in the U. S. Constitution, and that his decision in the Mitchell case (Wet- 
more vs. Scovell) forms a cilrious contrast with the course he took in mine. Being very poor, 
I keep on the defeni^ve — ^but had I been involved in such a case twenty years ago, the folks in 
Canada are mv wimesses, that I would have done battle for the right most cheerfully. The 
permanence or this government depends on its justice, and if the manly electors of New York 
will but wake up to the im]^ortance of the crisis, the world may yet bless the hour in which 
the greatest State in the Union called together the Convention of 1846. 

In 1769 to 1773, private and secret letters were written by great men in Boston to official 
characters in London^ against the people. Lieut. Qov. Oliver wrote " that some method should 
be devised to take offlhe original incendiaries, whose writings supplied the fuel of sedition 
tkrov^h the Boston Oazetie" Secret assassination was tried accoraingly ; Mr. Otis, long's 
Advocate, a bold liberal, was attacked in his own house with bludgeons and left for dead. 
Governor Hutchinson said, " The union of the Colonies is pretty well broke ; I hope I shall 
never see it renewed. There must be an abridgment of English liberties in the Colonies." 
Judge Oliver wrote how to harass the Americans, adding, " By such a step the game will be 
op with my countrymen." Such letters as these induced the king to refuse wise counsel ; Dr. 
Williamson, an eminent American, then in London, got hold of the letters ; he gave them to 
Franklin, wno enclosed them to Speaker Cushing, in Boston ; Samuel Adams and John Han- 
cock read them to the Legislature of Mass. ; they were published ; the Assembly petitioned their 
King to remove the slanderers ; the privy council m^ and Wedderbum insulted fYanklin ; 
his speech Was published in the London papers, and says Franklin, *' It was the ton with all 
the ministerial folks to abuse them [the Yankees] and me, in every company and in everv 
newspaper." The King, Feb. 7, 1774, ordered the Boston petition to be dismissed " as ground- 
less, frivolous, vexatious, and scandalous ;" stopt Franklin's salary as Colonial Agent ; took 
from him his office of Postmaster General ; and the government backed Whately in oppress- 
ing this man, whose memory the proudest monarch might envy, with a suit in Chancery before 
the McCoun of that day, to get rack the letters and the profits [ 1 1 1 he had made by publish- 
ing them. Franklin could not stand this accumulation of persecation. " My finances (says 
hel are not sufficient to cope at law with the treasury here." He returned to America. 

In his speech before the Lords of the Privy Council, Wedderbum [Lord Loughborough] 
said ; " Nothing then will acquit Dr. Franklin of the charge of obtaining them fthc secret let- 
ters] by fraudulent or corrupt means, for the most malignant of purposes ; unless he stole them 
fiom the person who stole them. I hope, my lords, you will mark and brand the man, for the 
hcmor of nis cound^, of Europe, and of mankind. Private corre8|>ondence has hitherto been 
held sacred in the times of the greatest party rage, not only in politics, but religion. He has 
forfeited all respect of societies and of men. Into what companies will he hereafter go with 
•n unembarrajssed face, or the honest intrepidity of virtue 1 Men will watch him with a jeal- 
ous eye ; the]r will hide their papers from nim, and lock up their escrutoires. He will hence- 
forth esteem it jt libel to be called a man of letters, homo trium literarum I " — Franldin^s Me- 
ffMtrs, vtil. t, p. 319. He concluded by comparing the great philosopher and patriot of the 
Western world to Zanga, in Young's Revenge. " I ask, my lords, whether the revengeful 
temper, aitributed by poetic fiction only to the bloody African, is not surpassed by the coobies.<« 
and apathy of the wily American." 

A bill from the Assembly of this state was sent, in 1818, to the Senate, for concurrence, 
which proposed to fi'ee those who had dealings in small sums, fh)m the chicanery, delays and 
enwmous costs imposed by trading attorneys, by allowing a single justice to try cases or S50 
and under, whether the action was against an individual, a privil^ied lawyer, a company, or 
the officer of a court-<-authorizing any citizen to explain tne nature of the claim or plea of^any 
other citizen — and annulling and putting an end to that odious monopoly of pleading and de- 
fence by which privileged attorneys had reaped enormous gains from a pillaeed people — so far 
as debts under $50 were concerned. This attempt lo introduce m^ctical democracy was re- 
garded by Van Buren with horror. He was eloquent against the Dill — condemned its princi- 
ple — wondered how justices, ignorant of the law, could decide cases of debt — and when he 
fonnd the bill would pass, moved [see senate journal, page 187] to add to the bill the following 
clause: 

*' And be it farther enacted, that it shall not be lawfbl for any person, NOT A UCENSED 
ATTOilN£Y OR COUNSELLOR OF THE SUPREME COURT OR COURT OF 
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COMMON PLEAS OF THIS STATE, or who shall not \)e actually cnj^'agecl in the regular 
study of the Law, TO APPEAR AND ADVOCATE ANY CAUbE rVFOR AN- 
OTtlER BEFORE A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE." 

Here Van Buren's party deserted him — the bill allowed those who wanted attorneys to hire 
them, and it did not force the poor man, who felt he had been UTongfuUyjprusecuted for S5 be 
did not owe, to hire an attorney's apprentice to state his case for a lee of other $3, when his 
neighbor the machinist, carpenter, or printer, was ready to do it truly and correctly for nothing. 
Van Buren's monopoly clause was voted down. Yeas, Van Buren, &c., 6. Nays, Sam. 
Young, &c., 18. 

The bill aJso provided that cognovits or confessions of judgment, for $100 and under, might be 
taken before a single justice of the peace, whose fee should be 25 cents. (It was $12 in U. Cao^ 
da when I first settled there !) Judgments were to be a shilling, and so on. Van Buren, Van 
Vechten, and Young addressed the Senate against the bill ; it would injure the profession, ren- 
der law too cheap, and encourage litigation. The bill passed, 18 to 11. See pages 195-6 of 
senate journal. Among the f^ Nays on the final vote were Van Buren, Hammond, and 
Samuel Young. 

On June 12, 1819, it was proposed in Senate to allow counhr courts to try all cases which do 
not aflfect life ; but if it was a case involving the state prison for life, one of the judges muat be 
a councillor of tkree years' standing. Ross said if the lawyer held the rank of councillor it 
was surely enough ; he would move to strike out the words " three years' standing." Young and 
other 9 went for that, but Van Buren defeated them. 

On 6th of April, 1819, in Senate, Hammond reported a bill to prevent lawyers from taking 
too much for torecloslng a mortgage, over and above printer's bill, affidavit, and conveyance 
recording, &c. Van Buren moved to give the attorney $25. Lost. Young proposed $S(X 
Carried. But the bill was got rid of In 1821, the convention made some improvements. 

Now, 1846, we are on the eve of another convention. To it Croswell was not very friendly, 
and Van Buren and Wright could scarce conceal their vexation when the honest Democrato 
and ViHiigB coalesced in its iavor. Here is Van Buren's letter, addressed to Peter Cagger, M 
bany: 



" Lindenwald, May 19, 1845. Dear Sir: ***** I had, however, allowed myself to hope that t] 
amendments, and especially that which wnnld make the State secure against the abases of the power to bor- 
row money, from which it has itself so seTerely snfired, and by which so many of its sister States have been 
overwhelmed, might, by perseverance, be obtained in the mode provided by the constitution, before any mate- 
rial inroad was made upon the cherished, and as it was supposed, well established policy of the State ta 
regard to its finances and public works. Fot that reason, and on account of what I believed to be a well- 
grounded apprehension of the bad effects that might result from the disturbed condition of portions of the pnblle 
mind, upon points not heretofore involved in the political issues upon which parties have divided, I have baaR 
very decidedly in favor of a postponement of the Convention movement, and that preference has been mm- 
swvedly expressed to the few who did me the honor to ask my opinion upon the sul^ct. 

" Whether I would have retained and acted upon that preference if I had been a member of the Legtslataw 
and witnessed the passage through both its branches of a bill, which would, if it had become a law, hLwe 
caused so sudden and so injurious a revolution in what was hoped to be the established policy of the Stale, 
upon a point of prominent importance, te very donbtfhl. As matters stand, my advice to the meeting and to the 
Democracy of the State, is to bury their past divisions, and to do all in their power to eairy the great measne 
of a Convention to a successftil and safe result, by united counsels, and vigorous, but temperate and diiweet 
cflbrts. 1 am, dear sir, very respectftilly and truly yours. M. VAN BUREN." 

Look at the conduct of the legislature, at its language, at the opinions of members touching 
the public press and each other — and say. Is it a supervising eye placed on an eminence, and 
seeing all around 1 Is it a mill for grinding good laws, ii' sparely fed with complaints and 
memorials 1 Or is it the tumult of contending factions, silencing the more patriotic 1 Say 
which ; and then ask yourselves, whether, if laws devised, examined and improved by the best 
Jegal talent in N. Y. siate, need revision, how much more those laws whicn were never laid 
before any legislature, and which are only the opinions of judges dependent on arbitrary kinffs 
during the dark ages of English history 1 " Our laws and decisions (said John C. Spencer, m 
the Assembly of N. Y., Jan. 6, 1820") are numerous and complicated, and it necessarily de- 
volves upon the iudges to expound tnem ; and if the gentleman dislikes the laws, and the mode 
of expounding mem, he might adopt the recommendation of the late Governor Plumer, of 
New Hampshire, and propose to have the whole British common law reduced to a code. Let 
the gentleman from Delaware [Gteneral Root] devote himself to tJie subject, and reduce the 
wliole of our multifarious laws and numerous decisions into a code at once, and render them 
clear and consistent." In his notes on De Tocqueville Mr. S. takes another view. 

MOSES Y. BEACH ON TEXAS. INFLUENCE OP THE SUN. 
The Sun, a penny paper of considerable influence and large circulation in New York, was 
commenced, as Mr. Beach states, " on the 3d of Sept. 1833, in a small back room in an 6b- 
sciue part of William street," with an edition of 500, and of the size of a sheet of letter p*- 
per ; " tlie entire strength of the establishment, intellectual, physical, and mechanical, coniiiMed 
fof one naa and one boy." The sale paid expenses, and left profit enough to buy them a asp- 
B 
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per. The present owner, M. Y. Beach, states, that he served his apprenticeship to a cabinet- 
maker in Hartford; worked long and hard, late and early; and now owns three banks and 
his newspaper. I was his neighbor in 1838, and noted that he looked carefully after his busi- 
ness. At mat lime, as now, the paper professed decorum of language and independence of 
party. Mr. Beach is not much of a writer himself, f:^ but he employs those editors, and those 
only, who will faithfully express sentiments in unison with his own..^ In 1836 he had the 
genuine American feelings of the honest and faithful class whose patronage has raised him to 
wealth, and who were delighted, no doubt, at the independent, republican tone of his cheap 
and aseful sheet He took a bold stand then against Texas with slavery, and censured with 
great severity the attempts of Polk, Calhoun, Houston, Jackson, and McDuffie, to crush free- 
dom in the north, by extending the curse of slavery to the south, in violation of treaties, not 
made with a powerful monarchy, but a weak, confidmg sister republic. I add (to Mr. Beach's 
honor be it said) his conmientary on Samuel Houston's letter to Dunlap at Nashville, asking 
aid to dismember Mexico. 

[From the New York Bun, by Moses Y. Beach, 1836.] 

" In the earlier days of onr republic, when a high-minded and honorable fidelity to its constStntioii was an 
object paramoant to every mercenary consideration that might contravene it, an avowed design of this kind 
Malnst the possessions of a nation with whom the United States were at peace, would have subjected its au- 
uor, if a citizen, to the charge of high treason, and to its consequences. When Aaron Burr and his associates 
were supposed to meditate the conquest of Mexico, and attempted to raise troops in the southern states to 
achieve it, they were arrested for treason, and Burr, their chief, was tried for his life. But now, behold ! the 
conquest of a part of the same country is an object openly proclaimed, not in the letters of General Houston 
alone, but by many of onr wealthiest citizens at public banquets, and by the hireling preseM in the chief cities 
of our Union. The annexation of a foreign territory to our own by foreign conquest, being thus nnblashingly 
avowed, and our citizens who are integral portions of our national sovereignty being openly invited and incited 
to join the crusade with weapons of war, it becomes an interesting moral inquiry— what is there in the public 
mind to excuse or even to palliate so flagrant a prostitution of national faith and honor in these days, any more 
than in the days that are past 1 The answer is ready at hand, and is irrefutable. An extensive and well 
organized gang of swindlers in Texas lands, have raised the cry and the standard of ' Liberty !' and to the 
thrilling charm of this glorious word, which stirs the blood of n free people as the blast of a bugle arouses 
every nerve of the war-horse, have the generous feelings of our citizens responded in ardent delusion. But, 
as the Commercial Advertiser truly declares, * Never was the Goddess of American Liberty invoked more un- 
righteously ;* and we cannot but believe that the natural sagacity, good sense, and proud regard for their na- 
tional honor, for which onr citizens are distinguished in the eyes of all nations, will speedily rescue them fioui 
the otherwise degrading error In which that vile crew of mercenary, hypocritical swindlers would involve 
them. The artAil deceivers, however, have not relied upon the generosity and noble sympathy of our fellow- 
cltiBens, for they insidiously presented a bribe to excite their cupidity also. 1'hey have not only falsely ropre- 
•ented the Texian cause as one of pure,*disinterested liberty nnd justice, as opposed to perfidious tyranny ami 
cruel oppression, but they have themselves assumed something more than tiie liberty whirh they basely and 
hypocritically advocate, by impudently promising a fertile pnradisaicHl pieco of Toxiun land, a mile square, to 
every American citizen and foreign emigrant who will sallv forth to capture it from the Mexican republic ! In- 
duced by one or both of these objects, many hundreds of our enterprising citizens lefl their own ample and 
unobjectionable country to unite with Irish, English, and other foreign adventurers in a war, from the fullest 
success of which only some six at eight Land Companies, who have fraudulently and audaciously monopo- 
lized the Texian territory, would gain an important lienefit. And to this shrine of ostensible liberty have 
nmny hundreds of our gallant youth been treacberousi v sacrificed— sacrificed by u mercenary treachery, compared 
to which that exercised by Santa Anna, in defence or the Republic of which he vt'aa President, was innocence 
and patriotism. The object of the colonizing land agents of the South was to make this prolific province their 
own, and the field of a new and lucrative n^ro slavery. To this they still tenHciously ndherH ; and If they 
can Induce a strong force of our American youth to shed their blood for the unjuitt and avarioious cause of 
slavery, under the name of Texian liberty and independence, they will undoubtedly secure their object. We doubt 
not the ability of our gallant countrymen to exterminate any number of Mexicans that can be brought aoainKt 
them ; but in fighting for the uniim of I'exas with the United Slates, which is the avowed meaning of * Texian 
Independence,' tkty will hefy(ktingfor that lohieh at no distant period will inevitably dissolve the Union. The 
slave states, having this eligihie addition to their land of bondage, with lis harbors, bnys, and well hounded 
geographical position, will ere long cut asunder the federal tie which they have long held with ungmcions and 
tinfraternal fingers, and confederate a new and distinct slaveholding re|niblic, in opposition to the whole free 
republic of the North. Thus early will he fulfilled the prf dictions of the old politiolans of Europe, that unr 
Union would not remain a century— and then also will the maxim be exemplified in our history, as it is in the 
history of the slaveholding republics of old, that liberty and slavery cannot long Inhabit the same soil." 

It is creditable to Beach that he is wealthy, the owner of three banks and a poweriiil jour^ 
nal. But, I ask him to explain, why The Sun of 1816 claims to be the originator of that dis- 
graceful act which it denounced in 1836, as the object of that vile crew of " mercenan', hypo- 
critical swindlers," traitors to their country, bent upon dismembering the republic 1 Mordecai 
M. Noab, who is hired as principal editor of the Sun, by Beach, now, was in 1836, (as editor 
of the Star,) for Texas ancl slavery : he has not changed, but why is Beach, the independent 
mechanic, become the confederate of those who drive a detestable traffic in the .south, and seek 
to add us northerns to their plantations of bondsmen 1 Why is the Beach who once .<*aw a 
dis.solution of the Union in Texan annexation, now ready to grasp at all Mexico 1 Why is 
it thought essential now (June 11th) to say, " We are and always have been in favor of the 
Annexation of Texas, and never at any time entertained the impression that Mexico had any 
rights in Texas, or could recover that country by the force of arms. We never believed that 
we were doing injustice to Mexico," Ace. &c., when old subscribers, myself among the number, 
know that the Sun thought that those who took Houston's coarse deserved the traitor's fate ? 
The question has not changed— davery and robbery are what they were when Houston's 
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*• mercenary treachery" was odious in Beach's sight. It is asserted, and I believe it, thai 
Beach, had he not been first silenced, and then brought quite round, could, through Thk Sun, 
have prevented annexation. I do not overrate the power of his press when I say this ; and as 
it is hinted, both privately and publicly, that those mercenary motives, that desire for Texas 
land, and still more, to give new value to Texas serin, which Beach ascribed to others, finally 
seduced himself, and caused him to tm-n and follow" Marcy, Houston, and the slave traders, 
heedless of tlie injury he did to his own class, and the good cause of freedom, which he once 
Highly valued, 1 ask him to explain tlie above paragraph, as compared '^'ith his present course. 

It is right that I should here state, that 1 do not know that Mr. Beach has, or ever had, any 
pecuniary inducement to change his course — ^but as his erlitors are merely the tools or instru- 
ments he works with, and thrown by when they do not suit him, I am warranted in asking 
why he has thus used the vast power placed in his hands, for temperate and patriotic purposes, 
by a confiding public 

An account <h the Lehigh Bank was written for this work, in connexion with the case of 
Van Buren's friend, Daniel M'Cook, a delegate to the Baltimore Convention of lR-10, and 
now in trouble at Harrisburgh. It seemed to be the better course, however, to await the result 
of pending proceedings, and not attempt to prejudge, through a publication likely to be extenp 
sively circulated, a case of which a jury will sooner obtain all the facts. 

VAN BUREN AND THE BANK OF HUDSON. 

Report of a Committee of the House of Assembly of New York, on the bankrupt Bank of 
Hudson, Feb. 3, 1823. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the Attorney General, [Talcott,] with 
accompanying documents, relative to the Bank of Hudson, Report, That the document* 
accompanying said report, appear to be an examination at length, by James Powers and 
Robert Dorlon, Esqrs. commissioners appointed to inquire into the affairs of the Bank of Hud- 
son. The examination and report of the commissioners, is, in itself, an elaborate produc- 
tion, embracing many, ifti^ most of the prominent transactions relating to the affairs and man- 
agement of this institiitum^for many years; also its sitniaiion at the tims of the failure thereof 

That it discloses a scene of wild speculation, ruinous knd improvident management, on the 
part of man^ of its ofiicers, regardless of their own characters, and the ordinarj'or strict rules 
o£ banking institutions ; a summary view will in part be given. 

Losses have "been sustained by large amounts ofjpaper having been placed in the hands of 
agents (who gave no security,) for the purpose of forcing it into circulation, by exchanging it 
for paper of other banks. Discounts apparently have been made for large amounts, without 
a competent number of the board being present : and as it appears from the minutes, in some 
instances, notes have been entered as mscdunted or renewed, without the directors being pre- 
sent. Notes for lai^e amounts have been suffered to lie over, without either payment or pro- 
test, thereby discharging the endorsers from their liability'. Notes have been discounted for 
Jarge sums, (in violation of a rule for the government of "its officers,) having but one endorser, 
and in one instance a note for $10,000, was discounted without any. One of the cashiers 
gave no security for the faithllil performance of his duty ; and although worth but $5000 in real 
estate, agreeably to his own statement, frequently endorsed for the officers of the bank, to a 
large amount, and at one time, we perceive his name upon paper, to the amount of $25,000, 
himself the only endorser. "By the report of tlie commissioners, it appears that there was due 
to the institution, at the time of its failure, from certain of its officers, the sum of $143,794, and 
the probable loss^ upon loans to said officers, will be $100,000. And from extracts from the 
statement showing the present and probable state of said institution, it appears that stock paid 
in and entered to account, is $110,000: and that the notes of the institution, unredeemed or 
impaid, are $68,264; And that the total loss, as estimated upon closing this concern, will 
amount to $176,852. 

By the accompanying report of the Attorney General, it will be observed that he is of the 
opmion that the charter of the bank has been forfeited; and that sufficient proof maybe 
ooained, to make some of its officers liable to account, in their individual capacity, for a con- 
siderable amount of debts due the institution ; believing that the public good and justice 
require, for the purpose of preventing similar practices, and for guarding the rights of the 
community, the adoption of vigorous and efficient measures, against those who have wantonly 
trifled with the trust committed to their charge ; but as some doubts exist in the minds of your 
committee, whether individuals who have made themselves liable, have the ability to pay, 
they have therefore thought it advisable to give the Attorney General discretionary powers m 
commencing suits in behalf of the state. The committee would therefore ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill. T. S. MORGAN, Chairman. 

Bank Election. {From the N. Y. Evening Post.]— Hudson, January 18, 1814. At a meet- 
ing of the Stockholders of the Bank df Hudson, on the 1 0th inst., the following gentlemen were 
chosen directors for the ensuing year: John C. Hogeboom, Alexander Coffin, Gayer Gardner. 
Robert Jenkins, Joseph D. Monell, Richard M'Carty, Thamaa Jenkins, Wm. P. Van Nen^ 
Geoige ManeU, Seth G. Maqr, Thomas B. Cook, Ralph Barker, Martin Van Bnren. Robert 
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Taylor and Moses I. Cantine, directors on ihe part of tho State. At a meeting of the direc- 
tors, John C. Hogeboom was re-elected president, and Gilbert Jenkins, cashier. 

THE SURPLUS^REVENUE. 
In Throop's message, Jan. 1830, he asserts that ;there arc jimdential reasons for continuing 
the duties on imports to a greater extent than the wants of government require, the surplus to 
be divided among the states. Jelierson, in Nov. 1808, wished the surplus revenue to oe ap- 
plied to the purposes of education," ancl.the impnA-ement of roads, rivers, and canals. JacK- 
son, in Dec. I8o0, advised that surolus funds might be divided among the states for objects of 
internal improvement ; and, in 18S2^ seemed anxious lu confine the land sales to actual settlers 
at about 10 cents an acre. In August, 183G, when va.st sums had been paid for choice lands 
by the public, and these lands thrown into market and bought Ijy speculators with the public 
revenue entrusted to ilie Treasury banks, Van Duren took ^ound. against distribution ; and in 
1841 Walker and Buclianan tried to mortgage the whole of the land revenue for the balance 
of debt Van Buren had created in his efforts to expel the Seminoles from Florida. Calhoun 
and M'Duflie have held opinions on revenue as wide asunder as the polls. M'Connell of 
Tennessee proposes in Congress to give each settler on the public lands a free grant — the old 
Canadian system, and belter than ours — ^but the national retorm plan is an improvement, for 
it secure-s farms to the industrious for ever — it is, in the spirit of tne law of nations, which, as 
Vattel tells us, " will not acknowledge the property and sovereignty oi' a nation over any unin- 
habited countries, except those of which it nas really taken actual possession, in which' it has 
formed settlements, or of which it makes actual use."*' 

In John C. Calhoun's speech, in Senate, Feb, 5, 1840, Globe report, he thus described the 
surplus revenue, and land-buying mania: 

" With the increased rise of prices ))egan the gigantic speculations in the public domain, the price of which, 
l>eing fixed by iaw, could not putuke of the general rise. To enlarge the room for their oiierations, I know not how 
many millions (fifty, I would suppoHe, at least, of ihe public revenue) was sunk in purchasing Indian lands, at their 
fee simple price nearly, and removing tritie after tribe tf) the West, at enormous cost ; thus subjecting millions 
on millions of the choicest public lands to be seized on by the keen and greedy speculator. The tide now 
swelled with irresistible force. From tho banks the deposits passed by discounts into the hands of the land 
speculators ; from them into the hands of the receivers, and thence to the luinks ; and again and again repeat- 
ing the same circle, and, at every revolution, passing millions of acres of the putilic domain flroni the people into 
the hands of speculators, for wortliless rags. Ilaii this st:tte of things continued much longer, every acre of the 
public binds, worth p<i8sessing, would have passed from tlie Government. At tliis stage the alarm took place. 
The revenue was attempted tc lie squandered by the wildest cxtravngancc ; resolutions passed this b«>dy, call- 
ing on the Denartments to know how mucU litey cuuld spend, and much resentment was felt lieca^.i^c they 
could not spend fast enough. The dc]HMtit act was passed, and the Treasury circular issued ; bnt, as far as the 
currency was concerned, in vain. The explosion followed, and the Ixinks fell into couvulslonH, to lie resuscitat- 
ed for a moment, but to fall again from a more deadly stroke, under whicli they now lie prostiate.'' 

Among the various schemes of public plunder, g6t up by Van Buren and his friends, I may 
name the Missiissippi Land Company, got up to buy the Indian re.servations. Amos Ken- 
dall's connection with it was very tliscreditable. The Courier and Enquirer tiuly remarks of 
another vast monopoly, just like the Canada Land Companies under monarchy, *' Tiie history, 
of the American Laud Companv is yet to be written; it would have been written long sin(.e 
had it not been for »he application of the Gag LaAV by Mr. Polk's packed Committee C'f sui- 
pression and conceal aent, in 1837." 

Of it the Alban" t:ivcning Journal says: " The American Land Company was idrmed in 
1835. It overshavio'A-ed the Republic, fciuch a combination of wealth and power had never 
before existed among us. The highest officers in the General and State Governments were 
stockholdci-s in ti»is .i^igantic Monopoly. The Articles of Association were drawn up by the 
Attorney General ot the United States, who was himself a stockholder, and whose brother 
was the President. Its agents were sent abroad through the new States and Territories to 
monoi^lise all the valuable public lands. Tlie Land Offices were subsidised. The surplus 
revenue, then in the pel banks, was at the service of these speculators. Millions of dollars 
were invested in Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Mississippi, &c. Thq Stockholders in this 
overgrown monopoly were selected from the men in ix)wer. Vast p(»Uti -al and pectmiiBibin- 
fluences were combined. Standing at the head of the Albany stockhorders,were Mes8r9.X;Bos- 
WELL and Burt, editor and proprietors of the State paper. Then came John Van Buren, 
the son of the President of the United States. Silas Wright, Jr., a Senator in Congress, 
through whose influence the deposites were placed witliin the reach of ' speculators,' was a 
.^stockholder in the monopolizing American Land Company. And yet these very men filled 
the country with their croakings against ' speculation.^" 

Now is the time for its history. Who will detail it 1 Wright, Butler, and Van Buren had 
their custom house officers, to collect the taxes at tlie custom houses— their banks in which to 
deposit the cash, charging no interest^they and their friends were the directors, and they bor- 
rowed out the people's millions at New York, Philadelphia, and Boston, boughtimmense tractB^ 
the most valuable of the people's lands with their own money, at the very lowest price— and sokl 
ttiem hack to actual setters at five, ten, fifteen, and even twenty times what they had co»t. Thj« 
was Van Burenisni in 1836, and it is unchanged. 
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